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Blogs, Wikis, & More… 

Blogs 
• Overview 

• Examples 

• Uses 

• Considerations 

• For More Information… 



Blogs, Wikis, & More… 

Blogs:  Overview 

What is a blog? 
– Shorthand for “web log” 
– Online interactive space 

Uses of blogs 
– Personal 
– Professional 
– As sources of information 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is a blog?Blog is shorthand for “web log” -- an online interactive space where an author can post his/her thoughts and ideas, and readers can respond by posting their own commentary.  Many blogs are used as online journaling tools with authors posting comments about their personal lives, giving general commentaries on world events, highlighting matters of personal importance, and offering links to Web sites of interest.  Often, authors of personal blogs invite readers to respond to postings, and ongoing discussion ensues.  Most personal blogs are updated at least daily.Blogs may also be used by individuals and organizations as communications tools.  Many organizations have created blogs to market their services and products.  End users can log on to a corporate blog site to learn more about the day-to-day activities of their favorite company.  Professionals are also beginning to use blogs to comment on and discuss issues of relevance to their careers.  Librarians have embraced blogging as a tool to network with fellow information professionals.  In addition, libraries have begun using blogs for outreach and programming, providing an additional service avenue to complement other “virtual” library services.Before I continue with examples and the use of blogs in libraries, I’d like to comment on the use of blogs as sources of information.  As with anything posted to the World Wide Web, it is important to evaluate the information / content found in a blog.  Most blogs have links to “about the author” so that you can learn more about the author and glean more insight into the author’s biases and perspectives.   In addition, some sites have rules governing the use of their blogging software.  These will have an impact upon the interaction and content.  
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Blogs:  Examples 
Blog Web Sites 

– http://www.blogger.com/ 
– http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/ 
– http://www.livejournal.com/ 

 
Search Blog Sites 

– http://www.aripaparo.com/archive/000632.html 
– http://www.blawg.org/ 
– http://www.kinja.com/ 
– http://bloglines.com/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So…what exactly do blogs look like????It depends…

http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/
http://www.livejournal.com/
http://www.aripaparo.com/archive/000632.html
http://www.blawg.org/
http://www.kinja.com/
http://bloglines.com/
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Blogs:  Uses in Libraries 
Promotion / Marketing / Outreach 

– Readers Advisory 
– Book Clubs 
– Team Teaching Opportunities 
– Another Electronic Service Tool 

• http://schoolblogs.com/ 
• http://blog.xrefer.com/ 
• http://ekurefdesk.blogspot.com/ 
• http://creekvalley.blogspot.com/ 

 

http://schoolblogs.com/
http://blog.xrefer.com/
http://ekurefdesk.blogspot.com/
http://creekvalley.blogspot.com/
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Blogs:  Considerations 
Why 

– Clearly-defined purposes 

Ground rules for interaction 
Support 

– Administrative 
– Parental 
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Blogs:  Considerations (cont’d) 

Technical 
– Planning 
– Implementation 
– Maintenance 
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Blogs:  For More Information… 
BlogBib 

– http://blog-bib.blogspot.com/ 

 
Library Weblogs 

– http://www.libdex.com/weblogs.html 

http://blog-bib.blogspot.com/
http://blog-bib.blogspot.com/
http://www.libdex.com/weblogs.html
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Wikis 
• Overview 
• Uses 
• Considerations 
• Examples 
• For More Information… 
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Wikis:  Overview 
What is a wiki? 
Uses for wikis 

– Internal 
– External 
– As sources of information 



Blogs, Wikis, & More… 

Wikis:  Uses in Libraries 
Internal 

– The Notebook, the Rolodex, the Folder, the 
Intellectual Junk Drawer with style  

External 
– FAQs 
– Reader’s Advisory / Book Awards 



Blogs, Wikis, & More… 

Wikis:  Considerations 
Ground Rules 
Technical Details 

– Hosted 
– Host-your-own 

• Commercial 
• Open Source 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As with blogs, wikis need ground rules when used by groups.  Again this is public information and editing of others’ content is possible.
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Wikis:  Examples 
Wikipedia 

• http://www.wikipedia.com/ 

Meatball Wiki 
• http://www.usemod.com/cgi-bin/mb.pl?UniversityWiki/ 

UNO Library Network Services Wiki 
• http://buffy.unomaha.edu/wiki/pmwiki.php 

http://www.wikipedia.com/
http://www.usemod.com/cgi-bin/mb.pl?UniversityWiki/
http://buffy.unomaha.edu/wiki/pmwiki.php


Blogs, Wikis, & More… 

Wikis:  For More Information… 

Wiki Bibliography 
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~CYBERSTACKS/WikiBib.htm  

Wikis -- Encyclopedia of Educational Technology 
http://coe.sdsu.edu/eet/Articles/wikis/index.htm 

Wikis and User Behavior 
http://nearlythere.com/notes/social_software/simple_software_complex_interactions.php 

http://www.public.iastate.edu/~CYBERSTACKS/WikiBib.htm
http://coe.sdsu.edu/eet/Articles/wikis/index.htm
http://nearlythere.com/notes/social_software/simple_software_complex_interactions.php
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RSS 
• What is RSS? 

– Really Simple Syndication / Rich Site 
Summary 

– Data delivered via XML file (a feed) to a 
software program (a reader) designed to 
translate this type of file 

• Uses of RSS 
– Push content to end users 
– News sites, corporate, libraries 
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RSS (cont’d) 

• Tools Required 
– Feed generator to create the files 
– Reader to read/display the files 

• Web-based readers integrated into other services 
– My Yahoo! 
– Blogger.com 
– Firefox / Opera / Safari browsers 

• Standalone software applications (clients), a.k.a. 
aggregators 

– Sage -- http://sage.mozdev.org/ 
– Mozilla Thunderbird -- http://www.mozilla.com/thunderbird/ 
– SharpReader -- http://www.sharpreader.net/ 

 

http://sage.mozdev.org/
http://www.mozilla.com/thunderbird/
http://www.sharpreader.net/
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RSS (cont’d) 

RSS Compendium 
http://allrss.com/ 

2rss.com 
http://www.2rss.com/ 

Complete RSS 
http://www.completerss.com/ 

RSS4Lib 
http://blogs.fletcher.tufts.edu/rss4lib/ 

http://allrss.com/
http://www.2rss.com/
http://www.completerss.com/
http://blogs.fletcher.tufts.edu/rss4lib/
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Social Tagging 
What is social tagging? 

– aka “folksonomies” or “tagonomies” 

 
Why should libraries / librarians / 

information professionals care? 
– How this relates to what we do… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The best way to describe it is to consider a scenario.  Think about how you organize your Favorites or your bookmarks on your Web browser.  Now imagine that organizational structure being shared across the Web and you having access to others’ organizational schemes.  You could then compare your categories for specific Web sites with others’ categories based on the URL.  When the organizational scheme cluster around the same site, this is folksonomy -- threading disparate categories for the same page/site.   You have the opportunity not only to see how others classifiy sites, but to follow others’ paths in information storage and retrieval.THIS IS OUR BREAD AND BUTTER… some of the things we do best are categorize and classify.  We love to organize information, whether it’s via Sears Subject Headings, Dewey Decimal System, indexing and abstracting.  All of these are based on controlled vocabulary (predefined list of terms and phrases to describe subjects).  We have, however, learned that these controlled vocabularies are cumbersome for ourselves and our end users.  For us, the use of controlled vocabulary means specialized knowledge and agreed-upon rules.  These rules can often take years to create and/or change.  For our patrons, these predefined paths do not reflect “their” thinking.  How many times have you had to explain subject tracings so that an end user could “find more like this”?Folksonomies / tagonomies move away from controlled vocabulary and are more free form.  Anyone can add keywords to a picture in Flickr or organize your bookmarks anyway you want.  The personalization means end users connect better with the information available….it means more to them than “Sphynx cat -- juvenile literature” == Hairless cats for kids.At the heart of the matter is information organization and information storage and retrieval.  We in libraries should care about these developments as these structures are what our patrons are using and will come to expect from information resources and services.  Google has revolutionized how people search for information… folksonomies will continue the tradition by enabling people to create their own organizational structures, and we will need to figure out how to deliver our resources in this freeform world.
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Social Tagging (cont’d) 

• Learn more  
Adam Mathes’ article “Folksonomies -- Cooperative 

Classification and Communication through 
Shared Metadata.”  Available at 
http://www.adammathes.com/academic/computer-mediated-
communication/folksonomies.html 

• Examples 
– http://del.icio.us/ 
– http://www.flickr.com/ 
– http://mail.google.com/ [Google E-Mail] 

http://www.adammathes.com/academic/computer-mediated-communication/folksonomies.html
http://www.adammathes.com/academic/computer-mediated-communication/folksonomies.html
http://del.icio.us/
http://www.flickr.com/
http://mail.google.com/


Questions? 

Comments? 
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