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SENSORIMOTOR ASSESSMENT

Child's ^ Examiner:

Birthdete: _ _ _ _ _ Date Examination Began:
Age in Months: _ _ Date Examination Ended:

Items Correct
1. Advanced Visual Pursuit and 

Object Permanence

2. Development of Means for Achieving 
Environmental Events

3. Development of Causality

4. Development of Spatial Relationships

5. Development of Verbal Imitation

6. Development of Motor Imitation

Total
Scheme Assessment

Scoring: Three passes on each item are necessary to reach
achievement criteria.

Definitions: (+) - pass regular
+/a - pass vlth adaptation(s)
(-) - fall regular
-/a - fall vlth adaptatlon(s)
CR - credited from previous assessments 

( NA - not assessed due to inappropriateness 
given child

References

of item for any

Usgiris, I.C., & Hunt, J. McV. Assessment in Infancy. Urbana, 111.: 
University of Illinois •Press, 1975.
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VT Ratirrg Form: Teaching Skills Inventory
116

Primary R a t e r  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Reliability Rater _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Poor Average Keel. Audio 1 2 3 4 5Tape QualityVideo 1 2 3 4 5

Relia- Primary billty Rating Rating Diff.
I . Structure

1. Adult Initiated vs.
Child Initiated Activities ___  ____  ___

II. Tracking
1. Adult Sensitivity to Child

III. Instructional Skills
1. Clarity of Activity Objectives
2. Developmental Appropriateness of the Instruction
3. Appropriateness of Verbal Instruction
4. Appropriateness of Nonverbal Instruction
5. Adjustment of Activity Complexity

IV. Feedback
1. Type: Check one
Mostly Verbal  f
Mostly Nonverbal ____
Both

Dyad _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Date of Tape _  
Date of Rating



VT Rating Form: Teaching Skills Inventory
Page 2

117

Primary Reliab.
Rating Rating Diff.

2. Frequency of Positive Feedback_____ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
3. Frequency of VerbalCorrective Feedback_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
4. Appropriateness of Feedback _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _

V . Child Responses
1. Number of Activities _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  ___
2. Number of Criterion Responses ____  ____  ___
3. Child Participation inthe Interaction _ ___  _ _ _ _  ___



TEACHING SKILLS INVENTORY, VERSION III, ITEM TWO
Instructions for Rating 118

Item 2. Sensitivity to Child. (This parent is appropriately 
responsive to the child's cues and moods, both positive

and negative.)
This item requires a judgment about the adult's 

sensitivity to the child's interests and moods during 
each activity. Implicit within this rating is a judgment 
as to whether the adult is appropriately sensitive. A 
decision to switch from one activity to another in a 
teaching situation with an infant, toddler, or preschooler 
should be based upon the child's expression of interest 
in the activity at hand. If a child is involved in an 
activity in a reasonably complex manner it is not approp­
riate to introduce a different activity or abruptly change 
the direction of the current activity. This error of 
switching is most likely to occur when the adult is bored 
with the child's play, or has a preconceived notion of 
how the child should play. When the child's play has 
become excessively repetitive or he demonstrates a loss of 
interest, then it would be appropriate to change the act­
ivity. Inappropriate sensitivity would be typified by 
persisting with an uninteresting or aversive activity 
and perhaps even using restraint and physical guidance as 
a means of eliciting activity-related behavior. Innaprop- 
riate sensitivity would also include allowing the child 
to entirely dominate the interaction in a negative manner 
by making no new demands upon him because he refuses 
new materials.

Ratings should be based on the overall estimate of 
an adult's sensitivity to the child during the interaction.
Important questions to consider are: Is the parent aware
of the child's response to the activity? If the child 
appears bored, does the adult move to a new activity, 
allow the child to select a new activity, or persist with 
the present activity? All of these questions relate to 
an adult's ability to recognize when a child is finished 
with an activity and when the child is attempting to man­
ipulate the adult in a manner that does not promote growth.

Rating Scale
7. The adult is appropriately sensitive almost all the time.
6. The adult is appropriately sensitive most of the time.
5. The adult is appropriately sensitive more than half

the time.



Rating Scale, continued/
4. The adult is appropraitely sensitive half the time.
3. The adult is appropriately sensitive less than half

the time.
2. The adult is inappropriate in response most of the 

time.
1. The adult is inappropriate in response to the child'

interests and moods in almost all interactions.


