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|CHAPTER I
THE FROBLEM AND ITS QUALIFICATIONS

In the August Twentieth 4ssue of the Life Magagine an article

appeared entitled, "dhy Ministers Are ”Breaking Down‘.‘.l Three months
later, the Christisn Century answersd this article in Life with

"Are Ministers Cracking Up?“a The conclusions of these two articles
wore in disagreement. However, they were alike in that they were based
upon personal observations of a few cases and not upon careful étudy._
Since then other periodicals have carried like articles written in like
style §3 A casual examination of the books on a minister's personal
problems in the llbrary of any theologleal seminary will manifest the
same general trend of enumerating and evaluating the pfoblema upor; the
basis of personal experience and general observations with no attempt
to test the material scientifically,

%ealey Shrader, "Why Ministers Are Breaking Down,™ Life, L1
(August 20, 1956}, 95-10k

414114am H, Budnit, Jr,, "Are Ministers Cracking Up?" The
Christian Century, 73 (November 7, 1956), 1286+9

3Margaret Parton, "Whither Thou Goest," Ladies Home Jowrnal,

June, 1959, 139-148; Elizabeth Dodds, ™hat Are You Doing to Your
Minieter's Wife,"Good Housekeeping, June, 1959, 88ff,




I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study was to examine one phase of the effect
of pastoral work upon the personality of the pastor. Bpecifically,
the problem of the thesis was: Is there a correlation between the
T-Scores of the varioualﬂcaics of the Mirmesota Multiphasic Pefsonality
Inventory and the yaafz that a pastor spends in t?e.ministry of the
Baptist General Conference? ' "

Importance of the Study
Although many helpful and interesting books and articles have

been written on the emotional problems of ministers, very little has
been done to measure the extent of these proﬁlems, or to isolate them
in the terminology of modern psycholegy. It was the purpose of this
study to measure the extent of some of the psychological emotional
problems as catalogued in the MMPI (Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory) in order to relate these problems to the years spent in
pastoral worke It was recognized that the results of this studyjb&
themselves would not have great significance, but combined with other
studies this work might help to evaluate the extent and the causes of

emotional problems of the clergy.
IZ. THE DELIMITATIONS

Due to a number of circumstances, mainly time and financial

resources, this study was restricted to the traits of personality as



reflected in the scales of the MMPI; and to a sampling of clergymen

of one denomination.
IXI, THE DEFINITION OF TERMS

Inasmuch ag the MMPI claimed to be & "psychometrie instrument
designed ultimately to provide, in a single béat, scores on all the
more important phases of peraonality“h, a working description of pers
sonality had to be formulated. Further, because the MMPI used the
trait concept of personality, this view was adapze?l,s Within the trait
concept of personality, Guilford defined one's personality as ®his
unique pattern of tra&ts“é, and then deseribed a trait as “any dis-
tinguishable, relatively enduring way in which an individual differs
from others,”?7 The MMPI restricted the traits to nine conventional
psychiatric classifications of emotional adjustment;, one trait or scale
of social withdrawal, and four scales which were intended primarily for
validation purposes rather than personality trait neasurement.’ In
this study, personality was defined as the pattern of traits revealed
by the scales of the MMPI,.

L . ,

Se R. Hathaway and J, C. McKinley, Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory Manual {revised; New York: The Psychological Corporation,
Egl)a Pede '

Ibiéo Ed
WAfrmdqwiioep

1959) 6.1.5?. Guilford, Personality (New YorkiMcGraw=Hill Book Co., Inc,
yPe>e '

Ih’idn, Fnéa )

Bgathaway, 0P« 25_;20'.’ PP 13-19.



The other terms used in this study wore the conventional psycho-
logical terms which need no special defining.’



CHAPTFR 1T
RELATED RESEARCH
I, GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

In 1957 Embree wrote; "The study of personality traits of
reiigiovs workers in the church is a field which affords Jittle OpPOY'=
tunity for research that has set a'preced'ent," A survey'ar abstracts
published by the Ameﬁ.can Pgyehological Msoaiat;on under the headings
of personality falled to mndsr any fruitful sources of infomation,-“g
A further search in above mentioned sbatracts from 1957 to 1961 did not
produce any helpful material relating the MMPI to the clergy, .

IX, THE MMPI AS USED WITH THE CLERGYMEN AND SEMINARY STUDENTS
CF THE EVANGELICAL UNITED PRETHERN CHURCH

Embree adminigtered the MMPI to thirty eclergymen of the Evane
gelical ﬂnit.edi Brethern Church of the Nebraska Conference and one
hundred nineteen seminary students of the same church. Four groups of
twentymeight to thirty-one members of seminary students were included
by testing two classes from each of two seminaries, The seminaries

gﬁoberb Arthur Embree, The Difference of Perscnality Between
Ulergymen and Seminary Students As Evidenced By the Minnesota Multiphasic
Personality Inventory (unpublished Master's Theels, The University of
Omaha, Omahag 19 7 pné-&




were the United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio and the Evangelical
Theological Seminary in Naperville, Illinois., The two classes in each
‘seminary were the first year c¢lass which in seminary ¢lassification is
called Juniors, smd the third year class referred to as Seniors., In
this work, ho tested the significance of the difference between the
means of the scores of the clergmen of the Hebraska Conference and

the four clasees of Seminary studenis in the varicus scales of the
MMPT .

Thore were several results of Embreets study that were significant
for this study. In comparing the Nebraska Conference Pastor's scores
with that of the United Theologitval Seminary Seniors, he found:

The "t" teet of the significant difference between the

means showed a statlatical difference between the Nebraska

Conference and the United Seniors at the five per cent level

of significance on the (7} Question Score, United Seniors

hMgher mean; the L (Lie) Score, Nebraska Conference higher

means and on the Ma ( Hypomaniag Scale, the United Seniors

higher mean. Al the one per cent level of significance, the

United Sendors deviated very significantly from the clergy on

the Pd (Psychopathic Deviate) Scale. Both United Juniors and

the United Seniors showed thif tendency to have higher means

than the Nebraska conference.
Howaver; 4in comparing the Nebraska Conference Pastorts scores with that
of the Evangelical Theologlcal Seminary Seniors, he found ?The test of
significance failed to show any significent difference between the meanghll

on any of the secales,

mm_*in Pe 37

n}:bﬁdaj Pe B



There were differéncss in the menons of the scores botween the
Juniors of both seminaries and “t.he Nebraska Clergymen, but this was not

significant to this prosent study because of possible effects of differ-
12

ent achool training.
. 111, THE EFFECT OF AGE UPOH THE SCORES OF THE MMPI

'&lthough not directly related to the clergymen, there have been
at least twe studies made of the effect of a personts age upon his
geores of the MMPI. J. Brozek tested a group of the ages seventeen to
twenty~five, and another group of the ages between forty-five and fifty-
five in whic:h he found no significant ciifferéncé in the means of their
gcores on the three validabting scales .,13 The other study by S. R. Hathe
away and J. C, McKinley found that the scores on the Depression Scale
became higher with increasing age :th-

l%éﬁu ppe %-38.

3‘3. Brazek; "Personality Changes With Age: An Item Analysis of
MMPI", Journal of Gerontology 1955, 10, 19L=-206, cited in Psycheological
Abstracts, 1956, D, item 2587 ,

: lg. R, Hathaway and J. C. McKinley, "A Multiphasic Personality
Schedule (Minnesota), The Measurement of Symptomatic Depression',
Journal of Pgychology, ih (July, 19L2) p. 8lL.




CHAPTER III
THE METHOD OF THE STUDY

Four items in the method of this study are to be discussed: the
sample of the population, the method of securing the data, the instru-
ment of measurement, and the statistical method to evaluate the collected

datg.
I. THE SAMPLE OF THE POPULATION

The Population

Inasmuch as the basie purpose of this study was to determine the
correlation between years spent in pastoral work and the scores in the
various seales of the MMPI, an attempt was made to hold constant ‘other
factors that might effect the scores, Bmbree raiged the question in
his work whether or not the different denominational interests might
effect the scores; hence the decision was made to restrict the population
to one den-aminatmmls Because the writer had wider acquaintances in
the Baptist General Conference than in eny other group, he decided |
to restrict the population to the pastors of this group.

In several scales, the scores from the two seminaries of Hmbree's

work showed considerable differanm,m In order to remove the possible

mbree, CP. m»-)- P h2.

Bnid., pp. 51, 52



influence of difference training» gradnates of ons theological seminary
were chosenp Bethal'?heologicalASaminary of St. Paul, Minnesota.

'Bethel Theelegical Seminary ie a Baptist school of swedish
origin. Historically, it has been conservative and evangelistic in
theclogy and gractice.lT The courses offered fall into four main cate
agories: biblical studies, theology, church history, and practic&l
methodaalﬁ The scholastic reqniremanﬁe for entrance have increased
during its history. Up to 1916, no scholastic requirements were stated.
In 1917, high school graduation became required. 1In 1935, Junior Col=
lege standing was asked, and in 1949 the Seminary became a gradﬁata
school requiring a bachelors degree for entrance,}?

Largely out of consideration for ease of contact, the population
was restricted tovpastors sarving in the United States., The last
restiiction for the population was that it should consist only of male
pastofs who were active in pastoral work in the summer of 1958 or, in
the case of a few of the older men, that only those who had been retired
for three years or less would be included,

1 o - .
Bethel Theological Seminaxy Catalog, 1961-1962, St, Paul
Minnesota, Psll e B 22 * ?
laxbidcp pp.39~51.

19Perabua1 letter from the Dean of the Seminary, Dean Edwin
Omark to the author dated February 8, 1962,




Ihe Sample

i A problem of securing men who would be willing to take the test :
was anticipated with the expectation that the hesitation wcnldliﬁéréaeé'
with the years of experience. In order to get 2 more even diaﬁﬁibutign
beﬁwaen'tha younger men af the population and the clder men, £hé ae; v
clsién was made to make the sampling by groups rather than by7indiv£&~f
uals throughout the ﬁupulation as a whole, That is, ﬁhe'plan'ués to.
secure 20 men who had not as yet graduated from the Seminary and hence
had had no, or very 1little pastoral work, another group of 20 men who
would have had the most years ci'exﬁarience\in the population, and &
third group of 20 whose years of experience would be nearer the median
of the yearsg of experience of tﬁe other two groups.

Because the number who were willing to cooperate in taking the
test in anyone of the graduating cla#aes in the two older groups was
small, several classes had to be inclucded in each group with the means
of the yoars of experience of each group nsed.

The tentative sige of 20 for each group_wés not attained.



1I. THE METHOD OF SICURING THE DATA

Because there was no possibility to give the testa to the inw
dividnals in person, the necessity arose to do this by correspondence.
A letter was first written to all of the prospective subjects within
the groups asking for their cooperation. To those who agreed to take
the test, a second letter was sent with a direction sheet, a question=
naire booklet, an answer sheet, and a selieaddressed and stamped ene
velope,

At the beginning of the study, the dscision was made to use the
last graduating class of the seminary as the beginning of the compar-
ison, ‘l’his group wag the class that graduated in 1959. ©Of the 27
gradvating, 11 were willing to take the test.

The group at the other end of the series was to be a group of
20 pastors with the most years of experience,: However, because many
men of the earlier grgduaﬁing clagses were neo 'ionger serving as
pastors, or refused to take the test, this group was limited to 13
out of 23 contacted, f!'ﬁis group was made up of graduates from the
elasses from 1907 to 1928, Because the digtribution of this group
was strongly skewed toward the men of less years of experience, the mean
was adjusted to the medianw=i.e. from 3 to 37 years of exporience,

A group of 19 men out of 26 contacted from the graduating classes
from 1935 to 19L5 were found who would take the test. The mean of

years of service of this group was 19.
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The graduating class of 1955 was added later for two réaaonsa,
because they had tsken the MMPI when entering ths‘SGminany R/ was
believed that comparing these scores with those of the 1958=59 testa
might give information helpful to the interpreting ths results of -
the entire study; and second, adding ane.m#ra grouprvouid strengthen
the validity of the study. 1h out of 17 who would qualify as testees
agreed to take ihe tost, | B

Az the questionneires were returned, they were scored and

. plotted on individual profile sheets.

III. PHE INSTRUMENT OF MEASUREMENT

The Inventory

The YHinnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory is a
psychometric instrument designed ultimately to provide, in
a single test, scores on all the more important phases of
personality. The point of view determining the importance
of a trait in this cage 1is that of the clinical or personnel
worker who wishes to assay those traits that are commonly
characteristic of disabling psychological abnormality, The
instrument itself comprises 550 statements covering a wide
range of subject mattere~from the physical condition to the
morale %?d the social attitudes of the individual belng
tested. )

The form of the Inventory used was thanGréupfar Booklet Form,
Thie consiste of a booklet ﬂitﬁ‘the five hundred and fifty questions
and a True-False Answer Sheet. The individual taking the test, marks
the answer sheet eithar~€£ne or false as the question applies to him,
If he ¢annot say, the answer sbéce 48 loft blank,.

17Hathaway and McKinley, Manual, p.S.
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There are three sets of scales of the MMPI that were used in
this study: the Validity Scales that are mainly used to interpret
the validity of thra individual score or profile; t.fxa Clintical Scales
tﬁaﬁ measure traits of personality; and the Social Scale., Each of

these scales will be deseribed in the following paragraphs.
The Validity Scales. These scales or scores are placed in the

MMPYI as a tool to evaluate the validity of the Clinieal and Social
Se¢ale %oms.m

The Question Score (7)

The guestion score consists of the number of guestions
left unanswered, 4 high score here could indicate that the
values in the other scales could be higher, or even invalid.??

The Lie Score (L)

The L scors tends to indicate the degree to which the sube
Ject is attempting to choose the response that places hinm in
‘the most acceptable light socially. A high score here might
indicate that the values on the other scales should be higher
than recorded,?) A word of caution should be added., -Cottle
and Schofield state that a high score in this scale might only
indicate that the person is a member of a peculiar sub=~culture
with a rather gtrict moral code, and °8§1‘i in some questions be
telling the truth in answering; false. A

IBMde’ Pe 18

¥ 1e1d., p. 18

20?9:16., pqy

21&!:111:1&::1 C, Cottle; “"The 'tms A review “Kansas tudies %‘6
Education, ﬁniveraitx of” Kansas, Vol. 3, No. 2 3 William

8. Schofield, "The Hinnesota Multiphasic Personalitx Invento:y. (Mimeo=
graphed lecture notes, 1imo and place not given) p. KR




The Validitay' Seore (¥)
The F scare shows how well the sub,jeet undergtands the
questions or the carefulness with which he answers, 4 high
score would tend to invalidate the test,2?
The K Score (K)
The K score is primary a correction factor in some of the
clinical scales. It may indicate the subjectts testetaking attitude,2d

The Clinical Scales. The nine original clinical scales of the

¥MPT were used in this study, and are deseribed in the following
paragraphs,
The Hypochondriasis Scale {Hs)
The Hs scale is a measure of the amount of abnormal concern
. gbout bodily funetions. { . « . ) It is characteristic of the
hypochondriac that he is immsature in his appreoach to adult
problems, tending to fail to respond with adequate insightqeh
The Depression Scale (D)
The D scale measures the depressive tendencies of the subject.

A high score indicates a lack of self-confidence and/w pptimiam.eg

" 22yathaway and McKinley, Manual, p. 18.
233,?_1.&*3 ‘Pe 184
irpide, pe 194
B1vid., pe 29



The Hysteria Scale (Hy)
The Hy scale shows the degree that the tast.ée may manifest

hysteria symptoms under great stmaso%

The Psychopathic Deviate Scale {ra)

The Pd scale measures the similarity q:;f the subject to a
group of persons whose main difficulty lies in their absence
of deep emotional response, their inebility to profit from
experience, and their disvegard of social mores.2?

The Interest Scale (Mf)

The scores on the Mf scale can ind:idate a number of personality
characteristics. A high score among males could indicate a tendeney of
interest patterns of the opposite. sex‘.ag It could also indicate inter-
ests and abilities &n logic, philosophy, snd like branches of studies.
Or, it could indicate a person who was gympathetic and responsive to
the needs and feelings of others ,29 The scores on this scale geem to

be higher among men of higher education .

The Parancia Scale (Pa)
The scores on the Pa scale measures the subject's resemblence to

clinical patients who have been diegnosed as having symptoms of paranoia,

%Ibidu Pe 19

2Tmbidy, ppe 19-20
aalbidu Pe 20,

2%, Orant Dshlstrom, Ceorge Schlager Welsh, An MMPT Handbook
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Prees, 1960);-p+393.

m:bido; PPe 3?, ’269}:
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parsnoid state, or paranoid ischimphmma;i

The Psychasthenia Scale (Pt)

The Pt scale measures the similarity ni‘ the subject to
psychiatr:tc patients who were trxmbled by phobias or come
pulsive behavior.32

The Schizophrenia Scale {Sc)
The 8c scale measures the similarity of the subjectts

regponses to those patients who are characterized by bizarre
and unusual thoughts or behavicr.33

The ;?ypmnm Scale (Ma)

The Ma scale measures the personality factor eharaeteristighof
persons with a marked overproductivity in thought and action.

Hon-Clinical Scales. Among several non-clinical scales that have

been ‘developed, only one was used,

The Soeial I, E. Seale (54)
The 8i scale aims to measure the tendency of individuals to
withdraw from social contacts.®

B1v4d., p. 20.
BZM., PPe =21,
Bre1d., pp. 20-21.
-lrbtd,, p. 21.
39&6@93'?0" 21
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Reliability and Validity
The MPT Manual reported tho testerctost reliability coefficients

of separate gtudies meds by Hathaway and HoKinley, Holeberg and Alessi,
end Cottle, These coefficienta ranged from L6 to (93 in the various
studies end bhe various WAPT Scales,®

Two £actors in these studies should be pointed cut. Ths teste
retost reliability ceefficlents were computed on the scores of the
seslon end not upon individual qusstions. Thers could have been a4
very low testeretest roliabllity cosfficlont on the individusl qmtim
which the score ag a whole would not have revealed, Sccond, there was
rno indication of the influcnce of remsmbering former anewers upon the
test-rotest relisbility,3’

S4nce no evidence was found indicating these reliability co-
efficients wore influenced by aga"-»er expericnce of the testees, the
apsumption was made that theps coefficients were constant for all
groups tosted in this study,

Although the Manusl c¢laimed ﬁ?&_ab the MIP1 was able to differ-
entiate 4n 60 per cont of the cases betwesn various kinds of clinie
e¢luseificadions, and was sven bsttor in difforentiating between normals

ﬁMdé, Pe s

3? .
Anne Angstasi, Paychological Testing (Hew York: The MacMillian
Cos 1951) poo 205, 106t :
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and abnnmala,ﬁ it was not valld enough to be used alone in diagnoses, 39
However the same assumption was made here as with reliability; that

since there was no svidence found to indicats that the validity of the
scores was influenced by age or experience, it was assumed that the

degree of validity would remain constant for all groups tested.

33H‘f.ai‘.»h»saum;;r,, OP. ¢it.; p. 6o
Rnastast, . cise, poy 553, 55he



iy

IV, THE SPATISTICAL PROCEDURE

The correlations between the ysars spent in pastoral work end
the TeScores on the various scales of the MMPI wore n-énxputed according
to the Pearson's Product Homent formulat

N§XY - §Xe 3X

\/z:zxz - (xy* \/ﬁ.ﬁtzjl; ((‘:z).a

In this formmla, N represents the size of the group; X the years spent

in pastoral workj and Y the scores in the MMPI,

Because the tests were taken anonymously, and identified only
by groups, the mean or median of the years of service for the two
older groups was used for all the indlviduals of that group. The median
used i‘or the oldest group was 37. The mean used for the next group was
“3.9,; The members in each of the two younger groups had had the same
nunber of years of experience, The younger group had had O ysars of
experience and the next group L years,

Scatterplots were exanined to determine whether or not the ree
lations between test scores and years in pastoral work were linsar,
Also the diatribﬁtim of the scores of each group within each scale
was checked graphicelly for posgible skewness.



CHAPTIR TV
RESULTS

The Pearson Product Moment correlations between the TeScores
for the various MMPI geales and the years spent in pastoral work will
be found in Table I, When these coeffi;ienta were evaluated for theiy
significance, none were found signifiﬁaat at the 1% level. Only the
correlation for the Lie Score was found to be significant at the S%
level with a positive correlation. No other correlation becsme sige-
mMficat even at the 108 level,

For the sake of comparing these resultsﬁwith studies made by
Exbree, Broszek, and Hathaway and Méxinieyg the éerreiabions were tested
at the 16% and 30%.lsvals. it the 16% level, the Question Scsle be=
came significant with a positive correlation, and the Schizophrenia
Secale with a negative correlation. At the 308 level, the Depression
and Intorest Scales became significant with a positive correlationg
the Psychopathic Deviate and the Hypomania Scales with a negative
correlation. The results will be found tabulated in Table II.

In examining the means of ths scores for the various scales
of the groups in Table III, one will find that they are all above
those accepted ags normal by the Manual for the MMPI with five
exceptions, Three of these exceptions will.ba’fauud in the Hypomania
Scale with all groups being below the accepted nom except the

Graduating Class of 1959. The other two exceptions are in the 1955 Class
where the means fell below the T«Score of 50 in the F and Social I.E. Scales.



TABLE I

THE PEARSON PROLUCT MOMENT CORRELATIONS BETWEEN THE
T-5CORES FOR THE VARIOUS MMPI SCALES AND
THE YEARS SPENT IN PASTORAL WORK.

The MMPI Scale The Corralation Value

The Question Score (7) <205
The lie Scors (L) 295
The Validity Score (F) 016
The X Score (x) =030
The Hypochondriagis Scale (ﬂs) OT2
The Depression Scale (D) «195
The Hysteria Scale (Hy) 066
The Psychopathice Deviate Scale (Pd) -.18%
The Interest Scale (Mf) 159
The Paranoia Secale (Pa) .003
The Psychasthenia Scale (Pt) e 106
The Schizophrenia Scale (Se¢) w, 205
The Hypomania Scale (Ma) o161
The Social I. E. Scale Scale (Si) 055

#Haw soores were used as the Manual did ot provide T-Soores For valuss
as low as found here,
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A shown in Figure I, the ﬁ*-Scozfes of the Lie Scale were all the
way from the lowest possible score of 36 to the score of 80. The range
of the cﬁstmbutims of the scores in eéch_gi*oup wvag rather uniform
being 27, P, 27, 3. |

In examining the Scatter Plots for each of the scales that were
found to be significant, all of the correlations appeared to be linear,

Due to the few tésteeg in each group, there was difficulty :in
determining definitely the character of the distribution of the scores
within each gcale, In the Lie,Schiszophrenia, Interest, and Hypo=
mania scales the distribution appeared normal within ageh grbnp. In
two groups of the Depression anci Psychopathic Deviate scales the
distribution was 80 scattered that no conclusion could be drawn as to
whether they were normal or not. The distribution in the Question
Score (using raw scores) was decidedly skewed in all groups with the
moét scores being in the O column,

Table TII indicates that the means of the Lie Scores of all .
four groups were within the range of normality of [0-60, and that the
mean of the group as a whole was woll within the range being 54.9.

In examining the response to individual questions of the Lie
Scale as shown in Table IV, one thing is apparents the scores on
quostions dealing with moral issues as swearing (question no, 39) "
lying {no. LS), cheating (no. 135), not liking others (no. 195), and
the response to dirty jokes (no. 285) tend to be higher in the group

gtudied than in the group the MMPI used &s the norm. The only exception
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in matters of morals was that dealing with thought content (no. 15)
where no standard for "bad? is indicated. ,

In the other questions, the response was close to the norm ex-
cept in question number 255 dealing with voting where the score was
decidedly below the norm. |



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to determine whether there was a
correlation between the T-Scoves of the various scales of the MMPI and
the years that a graduate of the Beothel Theological Seminary spent in
pagtoral work of the Baptist General Conference.

In 1958495’9; tent booklets and a;nswer sheets of the MMPI were
mailed to all membars of the gxfaduating classes of Bethel Seminary for
the years 1907 through 1928, 1935 through 1945, 1955, and 1959 who had
agreed to take the test. _

The reparu.a:a scores of each gcale of the EMPI wers examined first
to see if the distribution was norﬁal within each age group; and second
to find any possible correlation between the scores and years spent in
pastoral work. The correlations were measured by Pearson's Product
Moment formula.

The Lie Score correlation was found to be -aigniiticant at the
5% level; the Question Score correlation and S¢ Score correlation at
the 16% level; the D, Mf, Pa, and Ma correlations at the 30% level,

The indicated level of significance of the D and Pa scales may not be
relieble because the distributions within the two groups were so scatterw
ed that nothing was indicated as to whether they were normal or skewed.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. Nothing could dbe said pertaining to the general character=

istics of the population under study exeebt that there was no indication

in the sample of a correlation between the scores of the persona}.it}y—i

clinical scales of the MMPI and the years spent in pastoral work, While
the correlations of two of the scales became sigoificant at the 16%
level and four more at the ¥ level, these levels are so low that they
have no significance except as thoy might tend to be substantiated by
other studies, |

2. Because the Lie Score is a velidating score for the MMPI as
a whole and not & personality scale nothing conclusive as to the per=
sonality of the groups could be said on the basis of the correlation
which was gignificant at the 5% level. It might indicate one of two
things or a cgmbination of them: for some unknown reason the more
experienced a pastor beéam the more anxious he became to appedr in
a good social light m-%hia test, or that a social change of mores
in the group had taken place from one of more strict social code in
the older men to one of more like socicty as a whole in the younger
nene

3¢ The findings of this study should not be interpreted as
having any significance for clergymen ag a whole becauset

a). The samplings were taken from a population that was a
emall, i:losaly related m’ligia;m group vhere the intrawgroup ine

fluences were strong}
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b). The samplings were cross sectional rather than longie
tudinal and would not indicate chenges that might take place in
specific individualsg

e)s The gamplingsiwéae not tfuly random, but consisted of
all who would take thevtest within the group chosen, There were
many who refused to take the test, Oniy 57-o§t of 9L contacted
agreed to take the test., . »

L4, Some of the results of this stﬁdy might tend to substantiate
the findings.of the foli&wing studies: .

aY, In Embree's study;hg’hs fénnd a shtatistical difference
at the 5% level between the means of the Nebraska Conference
Pastors and that of the United Theological Seminary Seniors in
the Lie Bcore. The pastors had the higher means. In the present
study, testing the means of the Lie Score of four groups with
the Pearson's Froduct Moment formula, the correlation was found
to be significant at the 5% level with the means increasing with

- years of experience,

In the Hypomenia Scale, Emﬁree found a d;fference in the
means of the United Seminary Seniors and the Pastors which was
gignificant at the 5% level with the Seniors having the higher
means. The negative correlation found in this study indicated
the samwe gort of a trend, but it wae significant only at the
0% level,

10geq page 6.



32

The United Seniors also differed from the Pastors at the
1% level of significance in the Psychopathic Deviate scale with
the Seniors having the higher means. There was a glight indie
cation of the same trend in this study, but again the carrelgtien
was significant only at the 30% level.

There waa one statistical differences Embres found a
significant difference of the memns at the 5% level in the
ngest;ion Score with the Seniors of the United Seminary having
the higher means. There was a glight trend in the opposite
direction which was significant at the 16% level in the stud#»

These similarities and differences should be evaluated
carefully 4inasmuch as Fmbree found n;ne af‘ﬁhese trends when
he compared the means of ths-EvangelicalyTheolégicai‘Seniors
and those of the Kebraaka.ﬁpnferance Pastors.

b)e In contrast to the findings of this atu@y,,ﬁrmzekhi
found no correlation between the Lie Score and age in the
sampling of a hsté;agéneeua public.,

‘¢). There was an indication at the 307 level of signifi
cance of a likeness to the results of a study by Hathaway and
MoKinley ihat»theze was a positive correlation between the scores

of the Depression Scale and the increase of ages

hlSee page Te



CHAPTER VI

' SUCGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

Dus to the restrictions of this study, the author would like
to suggest the following areas for further researchi -

1. After several years, the members of the g??&uaziﬁg
 classes of 1955 and 1959 of the Bethel Theolegical Seminary should be
asked to take the MMPI again in order to make a longitudinal study for
the effects of experience upon the scores of the various scales, This
undoubtedly would have %o be .done by mall in scmewhat the same nmanner
ag in this atudy.

2. A like study should be made of clergymen of a more
liturgical denomination than the one used in this study or in Fmbreets,
and the results compared, |

3. Other scales of the MMPI not used in this study should
be applied to the answers for pessibla significant correlations.

Lhe Other perscnality or temperament tests should be used
as the MMPI was used in this study in order to see if they might

uncover significant trends in personality or temperament changes.
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