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This thesis examines the Nebraska National Guard from 1919-1945 and 

demonstrates how interactions between the troops and their communities were effectively 

leveraged by Guardsmen to increase the morale of their soldiers in peacetime as well as 

wartime. The thesis consists of an introduction, five chapters, and a conclusion. The 

introduction contextualizes the Nebraska National Guard in U.S. military policy and the 

reasons for its reorganization after World War I. Chapter one describes the reorganization 

and structure of the Nebraska National Guard. Chapter two examines the Nebraska 

National Guard in its communities: its personnel; how they were involved in their 

communities in both military and civilian contexts; the Guard’s activities after the 

beginning of World War II in Europe. Chapter three covers the Nebraska National Guard 

during training in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee after it was mobilized for one year 

of training in December 1940. Chapter four describes the Nebraska National Guard’s 

stateside training from 1941-1944 after U.S. entry into World War II. Chapter five 

chronicles the exploits of Nebraska National Guard units fighting in France, Germany, 

Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands in 1944-1945, aided by Omaha World-

Herald newspaper reporter and war correspondent Lawrence W. Youngman, whose 

articles and photographs allowed Nebraskans a first-hand look at what their friends and 

family members were experiencing in combat overseas in the Nebraska National Guard. 
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Introduction 

During World War II, an ongoing debate within the U.S. Army about the 

effectiveness of the National Guard, a force maintained in peacetime as a joint effort 

between the states and the federal government, reached a boiling point. In July 1944, 

Lieutenant General Lesley J. McNair, who since 1940 had exercised administrative 

control over the Army’s ground combat units in the continental United States as 

commander of General Headquarters and later the Army Ground Forces (AGF),2 wrote a 

memorandum titled “Recommendations for the Post-War National Guard” for the Chief 

of Staff of the Army, General George C. Marshall. McNair wrote that, 

One of the great lessons of the present war is that the National Guard, as 

organized before the war, contributed nothing to National Defense. On the other 

hand, dependence upon this component as a great part of the Initial Protective 

Force of our nation was a distinct threat to our safety because of the belief of our 

people that the National Guard could enter a war and act with combat efficiency.  

 

He contended that “The history of the National Guard, since its last induction into 

Federal service and until sweeping reforms were made, was one of unsatisfactory 

training, physical condition, discipline, morale, and…leadership.” Citing “the inadequacy 

of the National Guard in practically every essential,” McNair believed that it “was 

pregnant with disaster for the entire Nation,” and that “Our Constitution…gives ‘to 

provide for the common defense’ as one of six purposes of the Federal Government. It is 

the most vital of the six. It is not only improper, but dangerous, to share this great 

responsibility with the states.” McNair recommended “That the National Guard be 

dispensed with as a component of the Army of the United States.”3 

A War Department General Staff committee on the National Guard had been 

suspended by the Secretary of War in May 1942, with its functions assumed by the 
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department’s Special Planning Division.4 The division recommended that the National 

Guard’s federal mission should be eliminated and assumed by an “Army Reserve.” After 

McNair’s death in July 1944, his successor, Lieutenant General Benjamin “Ben” Lear, 

favored only a small number of National Guard units capable of a federal mission after 

the war if it was ruled that the component could not be legally abolished. In September 

1942, Major General Ralph E. Truman, then in an inactive status after being relieved as 

commander of the 35th Infantry Division, a National Guard division originally made up of 

troops from Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska, wrote to a fellow officer that 

The powers that be in the Regular Army attempted to break the National Guard 

Divisions during the last war and they told us the National Guard would always 

be maintained…when this one started, but apparently they have about succeeded 

in wrecking the Guard… They called us friends and brothers…and as soon as an 

opportunity came they broke every promise they made… I have about 

[concluded] Hitler is a gentleman, when it comes to lying he cannot hold a light to 

some of the lies…by high ranking regular army officers or breaking faith.5 

 

The commander of the division’s 134th Infantry Regiment, of the Nebraska 

National Guard, Colonel Butler B. Miltonberger, was a personal friend of Truman. 

Miltonberger was a fierce advocate for maintaining the National Guard as a locally-based 

component of the Army, and was suspicious of the Regular Army’s motives when they 

dealt with the National Guard.6 Miltonberger first enlisted in the Nebraska National 

Guard in 1916, rising through the ranks to become commander of the 134th Infantry in 

1941. He subsequently fought to maintain the identity of his unit for over four years 

during World War II, believing that its officers and enlisted men from his state were an 

asset to the unit, and not a detriment. 

The Nebraska National Guard’s continuous interactions with communities both 

inside and outside its state in various forms during the interwar period and World War II 
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contributed to its success. Businesses and social organizations in Nebraska, many 

composed of men who were current or former Guardsmen or veterans of other branches 

of the U.S. military, played a key role in the organization of the 110th Medical Regiment, 

35th Division Train (reorganized into the 110th Quartermaster Regiment in 1936), and the 

134th Infantry Regiment after World War I, and helped maintain them throughout the 

interwar period. Nebraskans of all backgrounds and social classes enlisted in the National 

Guard. Performing their state mission, the Guardsmen aided their fellow citizens five 

times during instances of natural disasters or civil unrest in Nebraska from 1922-1935, 

leading their communities to form positive impressions of the National Guard. Prior to 

U.S. involvement in World War II, the Nebraska National Guard was inducted into 

federal service with the rest of the 35th Division on 23 December 1940 by executive order 

of President Franklin D. Roosevelt for one year of training. 

While stationed at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas, in 1941, interactions 

with communities both inside and outside of Nebraska continued, sometimes in 

unexpected forms. Unfortunately, world events soon interfered, and the United States was 

drawn into World War II in December 1941 after Imperial Japanese naval and air forces 

attacked the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet anchorage at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Miltonberger’s 

thoughts on the effectiveness of maintaining the locality of National Guard units would 

be vindicated during World War II, as Omaha World-Herald newspaper reporter 

Lawrence W. Youngman went overseas to England and France as a civilian war 

correspondent to chronicle the exploits of Nebraska National Guardsmen and other 

soldiers from Nebraska and its vicinity, raising their morale. The Nebraska National 

Guard’s units, which initially had a disproportionate number of personnel from their 



  
 

4 

home state, overcame many challenges during the war, producing an enviable combat 

record. In January 1945, Miltonberger wrote to Truman that “I get along very well with 

everyone from [George S.] Patton on down but it is all because of the…record this 

Regiment has made, and I believe that the credit belongs to…the fine Officers and men 

who have placed it where it is.” In a handwritten note on the letter, Miltonberger 

commented that “I feel very strongly about the position that the [National Guard] should 

occupy in the New Army! I have some decided ideas on the subject. I suppose they will 

‘rotate’ me some time & that is an assignment I would love to have—if you care to see 

what can be done I would appreciate it -BBM.”7 

A handful of published works on the Nebraska National Guard during the 

interwar period and World War II exist in various formats. Historical Annual, National 

Guard of the State of Nebraska, 1939 (1938) and Nebraska Army and Air National Guard 

History, 1854-1957 (1957) are yearbooks that contain short histories of each unit.8 

Combat History of the 134th Infantry Regiment in World War II (1946) and Biography of 

a Battalion: The Life and Times of an Infantry Battalion in Europe (1950) are combat 

histories published after World War II by unit veterans.9 Nebraska’s Militia: The History 

of the Army and Air National Guard, 1854-1991, by Douglas R. Hartman, is a general 

reference work on Nebraska’s military forces from their inception until after the 1991 

Gulf War.10 Hartman also published articles on the experience of a Nebraska National 

Guard unit in Alaska, and on Lawrence W. Youngman.11 In 1988, Mary Cochran Grimes 

wrote an article about her father Robert L. Cochran’s role as Nebraska’s governor and 

commander-in-chief of its National Guard during the 1935 Omaha streetcar strike.12  
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Several men who served in the Nebraska National Guard before and during World 

War II, namely Joseph G. Blount, Ferdinand G. Brodfuehrer, Gordon E. Cross, Robert L. 

Fowler, and James G. Graff, wrote memoirs or journals that they published privately or 

that were published posthumously by relatives.13 Medical Soldiers: The Story of the 110th 

Medical Battalion (2020) is a unit history independently published by a veteran’s son.14 

Two master’s theses explore specific topics relating to the Nebraska National Guard in 

the interwar period or World War II. Donald G. Curtis’ “An Examination of the Nebraska 

National Guard in the Interwar Years, 1919 to 1940” (1992) is self-explanatory, while 

Lindsey Bauman’s “’A Bitter Wet-Dry Fight:’ How an Infantry Regiment Influenced the 

Nebraska Prohibition Vote of 1944” (2017) examines how soldiers of the 134th Infantry 

used their service to influence a domestic ballot initiative.15 

Current research on the Nebraska National Guard during the interwar period and 

World War II has several gaps because of subject or scope. There is a dearth of 

information on the ways that Nebraskans reorganized their National Guard after World 

War I and maintained it during the interwar period. Information is also lacking on how 

Nebraskans on the home front and in military service tried to maintain the distinctive 

character of the Nebraska National Guard during World War II. The yearbooks and unit 

histories only briefly contextualize the Nebraska National Guard within its communities. 

The introduction to Nebraska’s Militia states that, “Readers seeking an overview of the 

significant themes in Nebraska National Guard history and its place within the context of 

American history may not have the stamina or interest to appreciate the level of detail 

that characterizes much of the narrative.”16 The detail and sheer number of topics 

considered in Nebraska’s Militia unfortunately means the book only briefly discusses the 
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Nebraska National Guard’s reorganization after World War I,17 why Nebraskans chose to 

enlist in the Guard and who they were,18 and its role in state emergencies.19 Donald G. 

Curtis’ thesis focuses on four of the five Nebraska National Guard state deployments 

during the interwar period. It also gives brief overviews of how the Guard functioned on 

a day-to-day basis and how it prepared for induction into federal service in 1940, but it 

does not review its organization and maintenance in extensive detail. Compared to 

Curtis’ work, Bauman’s thesis and Grimes and Hartman’s articles discuss specific events 

or topics, rather than broader themes. Likewise, the memoirs and journals of Nebraska 

National Guard veterans only describe “their war” at an individual level. 

An examination of how the Nebraska National Guard interacted with its 

communities during the interwar period and World War II would be incomplete without 

contextualizing it within the American militia system. Historian William H. Riker called 

the National Guard a “curious” and “unique” force, loyal to both its state and the federal 

government, saying that “the United States is the only great power that relies upon a 

corps with dual loyalties and dual commanders.” This is an artifact of federalism, in 

which power is shared between the states and the federal government, and the fact that 

many in the new nation distrusted the establishment of a large, standing military.20 Clause 

15 of Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution empowers Congress to “[call] forth the 

Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions,”21 

while Clause 16 empowers Congress “To provide for organizing, arming, and 

disciplining the Militia…for governing such Part of them…employed in the Service of 

the United States, reserving to the States…the Appointment of the Officers, and 

the…training…according to the discipline prescribed by Congress.”22  



  
 

7 

The two Militia Acts of 1792 were each in force for two years. The first defined 

the president’s authority to call the militia, while the second prescribed standards for the 

militia.23 The militia was “free able-bodied white male [citizens]” aged eighteen to forty-

five, who had to arm themselves.24 If the United States was threatened or invaded by 

“any foreign nation or Indian tribe,” there was an insurrection in a state, or “whenever the 

laws…shall be opposed or the execution thereof obstructed” and the impasse could not be 

resolved judicially, the president could call the militia for a maximum of three months 

per year.25 In 1795, a new act that had no expiration date amended the first Militia Act.26 

In 1808, Congress appropriated $200,000 a year “for…providing arms and military 

equipments for the whole…militia,” dependent upon the number of men enrolled in each 

state’s militia.27 In 1855, the act was amended to distribute materiel corresponding to the 

number of Congresspersons in each state.28 In 1862, the maximum yearly period of 

service of the militia was extended to nine months per year.29 

State militias were “actually used as such during the War of 1812 and…the Indian 

wars of the frontier from the 1790s to the 1830s.”30 Their efficiency declined in the mid-

19th century for various reasons.31 During the Mexican-American War (1846-1848) and 

the Civil War (1861-1865),32 the U.S. government mostly eschewed militia units in favor 

of volunteers, although many volunteers had been militia members. A secondary purpose 

of the militia was maintaining the existing social order; beginning in the 1870s, many 

states revived their militias to confront unrest from organized labor.33 Volunteers (as 

before, many of whom were former militiamen) were again used in the Spanish-

American War and Philippine Insurrection (1898-1902).34 The U.S. Secretary of War 

from 1899-1904, Elihu Root, was influenced by Emory Upton’s book Military Policy of 
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the United States.35 Studying late 19th century European militaries, Upton advocated for a 

powerful general staff and a large, professional military backed up by reservists who 

would be trained through conscription.36 Historian Jim Dan Hill wrote that Root preferred 

to “leave the Guard units…to do home duties. He would welcome the adventurous 

volunteers from the Guard to become enlisted men and junior officers in the 

professionally-commanded formation of the Volunteer Army,” which the National Guard 

viewed “as both a challenge and a threat.”37 

The Militia Act of 1903 was a political victory for the Guard. Root expressed “a 

willingness to go along with” militia advocates, although he still distrusted them.38 The 

act, effectively repealing the earlier Militia Acts, defined the militia as all able-bodied 

citizen males aged eighteen to forty-five, and those who had declared their intention to 

become citizens. The “Organized Militia” was called “the National Guard, or…other 

designations as may be given,” with the rest called the “Reserve Militia.”39 The name 

“National Guard” comes from the Garde Nationale, the Marquis de Lafayette’s citizen 

militia raised during the French Revolution. In 1824, Lafayette applied the term to 

American militias during a visit to the United States, and it soon became popular. New 

York’s militia adopted the term during the Civil War. By 1896, only three states still used 

names other than “National Guard” for their military forces, and by 1916, only one.40  

States could raise whatever kind of militia units they pleased, but their 

“organization, armament, and discipline” had to be the same as equivalent Regular Army 

units.41 The president could order the Organized Militia into service for up to nine 

months.42 The federal government provided weapons and associated items.43 Each year, 

units “furnished with material of war” had to participate in “practice marches or camp of 
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instruction” for at least five days, “assemble for drill and instruction…or for target 

practice not less than twenty-four times,” and had to be inspected by a militia or Regular 

Army officer.44 Unfortunately, Organized Militia members only received federal pay 

when training with the Regular Army (something that had occurred unofficially since the 

1880s45) or when in federal service,46 with states paying men for time spent in drills and 

encampments. Hill wrote that by the time Root’s term ended, “the [War] Department 

[did] all within its power to make the…Bill both workable at the National level and fully 

acceptable to the Governments of the States.”47  

A 1908 amendment removed the nine-month limit on federal service and 

organized a board of militia officers (called the “National Militia Board”) to consult with 

the Secretary of War on the “condition, status, and needs of the whole body of the 

organized militia.”48 In 1912, U.S. Attorney General George W. Wickersham opined that 

the federal government did not have the authority to send the militia outside the 

continental United States.49 The National Guard subsequently faced hostility from both 

the War Department, Secretaries of War, and Congresspersons.50 On 25 April 1914, the 

Spanish-American War volunteer act was superseded by a new act that said the Army 

“shall consist of the Regular Army, the…militia while in the service of the United States, 

and such volunteer forces as Congress may authorize.”51 The president could not call for 

volunteers until they had summoned the militia. Militia units that offered themselves for 

service with at least three-quarters of their strength received priority over all others.52  

Spurred by the outbreak of World War I and tensions with factions in 

revolutionary Mexico, President Woodrow Wilson signed what Hill called the “the most 

comprehensive military measure in American history up to that point” into law on 3 June 
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1916.53 Under the National Defense Act of 1916, the U.S. Army consisted of the Regular 

Army, “the National Guard while in the service of the United States,” the Officers 

Reserve Corps (ORC), the Enlisted Reserve Corps (ERC), the Volunteer Army, and other 

forces authorized by law.54 The Regular Army, “except in time of actual or threatened 

war or similar emergency,” could have a maximum of 175,000 enlisted men.55 The 

National Guard was to have a minimum of 200 enlisted men per Congressperson within 

one year, increased each year thereafter not less than fifty percent until reaching 800 per 

Congressperson.56 The name “National Guard” was required for the Organized Militia.57 

The National Militia Board was abolished, and the War Department’s Militia Division 

was renamed the Militia Bureau. The Chief of the Militia Bureau was “ex officio a 

member of the General Staff Corps,” but one colonel and one lieutenant colonel of the 

National Guard could serve as their assistants.58 

Enlisted National Guardsmen had to serve six years; three active and three in the 

“National Guard Reserve.” Each unit was to hold forty-eight drills and a fifteen-day 

encampment each year.59 Enlisted men were paid one-fourth of the daily pay of their 

equivalent grade in the Regular Army per drill, and were not paid if they attended less 

than half the drills.60 Officers were paid a fixed sum per year: second lieutenants, $200; 

first lieutenants, $240; captains and above, $500.61 When troops in excess of the Regular 

Army were needed, the National Guard could be “drafted” into federal service. Drafted 

National Guardsmen were discharged from the militia, and were “subject to such laws 

and regulations for the…Army of the United States as may be applicable to members of 

the Volunteer Army, and…embodied in organizations corresponding…to those of the 

Regular Army or…assigned as the President may direct.”62  
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The militia in Nebraska dates to 23 December 1854, when Territorial Governor 

Thomas B. Cuming ordered that two regiments be formed, “one north and one south of 

the river Platte,” to protect settlers from hostile Native Americans.63 The Nebraska 

Territorial Militia’s first major action came in 1855, when several units were sent on 

settler protection duty northwest of Omaha. Dubbed the “Catfish War,” a lack of threat 

meant militiamen spent most of their time fishing.64 In 1859, troops went to northeastern 

Nebraska Territory to help oversee negotiations after a band of Pawnee warriors had 

attacked settlers they believed threatened their villages.65 In 1861, after the outbreak of 

the Civil War, the territory raised the 1st Nebraska Volunteer Infantry Regiment and four 

troops of cavalry, the latter units called the “Curtis Horse” in honor of Union Army 

general Samuel R. Curtis.66 The 1st Nebraska Volunteer Infantry fought in the battles of 

Fort Donelson, Corinth, and Shiloh in 1862 and confronted pro-Confederate militias in 

Arkansas and Missouri before being mounted as cavalry in 1863 and sent to the frontier 

the next year.67 The Curtis Horse served alongside other cavalry troops from Iowa, 

Minnesota, and Missouri as part of the 5th Iowa Volunteer Cavalry Regiment until the end 

of the war.68 The Nebraska Territory organized a second cavalry regiment in 1862, and 

after it was mustered out in 1863 many members reenlisted in a “veteran” cavalry 

battalion which was absorbed by the 1st Nebraska Volunteer Cavalry in 1865. The 

consolidated unit was mustered out in 1866. During the Civil War, nearly one-third of the 

Nebraska Territory’s military-aged males served in some capacity.  

The Nebraska territorial legislature established the position of adjutant general in 

1864.69 The position was abolished in 1871, and the Secretary of State handled military 

affairs.70 After the Civil War, “independent companies and semi-military units” were 
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responsible for the defense of the state, and the efficiency of the militia declined. 

Nebraska State Militia units saw only limited action against Native Americans from after 

the Civil War until the 1890s.71 Between 1875-1879, existing units and new companies 

were organized into two regiments.72 In 1881, the state legislature reorganized the 

Nebraska State Militia as the Nebraska National Guard, appointing a full-time adjutant 

general.73 The 1st Infantry Regiment was formed from existing units, supported by an 

artillery battery that had been formed in 1878.74 A four-day annual encampment was 

required, held at a different location in the state each year if funds were available.75 In 

1887, the 2nd Infantry Regiment and Troop A, Cavalry, were formed.76  

After the explosion of the U.S. battleship Maine in Havana Harbor, Cuba, the 

United States declared war on Spain in April 1898, believing the country responsible as 

Cuba was a Spanish colony. Congress again side-stepped the Militia Clause by declaring 

that during wartime, the Army would consist of the Regular Army and the “Volunteer 

Army,” the latter made up of militia members (who could volunteer as units) or other 

volunteers.77 President William McKinley called for 125,000 volunteers, and Nebraska 

National Guardsmen and volunteers formed the 1st and 2nd Nebraska Volunteer Infantry 

Regiments and Troop K, 3rd U.S. Volunteer Cavalry.78 Under a second volunteer call, a 

third infantry regiment was raised.79 The 1st Nebraska Infantry was engaged in the 

Philippines, another Spanish colony, and historian Thomas D. Thiessen wrote that the 

regiment “earned a reputation as one of the hardest fighting regiments…but at the cost of 

sixty-four men killed…or dead from disease or accident and 168 wounded. No 

other…regiment sustained losses as great during the…Spanish-American War or during 

the period when the First Nebraska served in the Philippines.” Private William W. 
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Grayson of Company D holds the dubious distinction of having fired the first shot of the 

Philippine Insurrection.80 The 2nd and 3rd Infantry Regiments and Troop K, Cavalry, 

remained stateside during their service.81  

In 1899-1900, the Nebraska National Guard reorganized the two infantry 

regiments, cavalry troop, and artillery battery.82 In 1902, a company of signal troops was 

organized in Fremont,83 and in 1903, a “hospital corps” was formed in Lincoln.84 From 

the late 19th century until 1912, the Nebraska National Guard also had other units, 

including non-regimental infantry companies,85 an engineer company,86 and a machine 

gun company.87 After 1912, only the two infantry regiments, signal company, and 

medical unit remained. In April 1913, companies of the 1st or 2nd Infantry north of the 

Platte River became part of the 4th Infantry Regiment, while those south of the river 

became part of the 5th Infantry Regiment.88 In 1916, the Nebraska Adjutant General’s 

Office used funds it had saved from the federal appropriation for “promotion of rifle 

practice” to acquire 660 acres of land northeast of the town of Ashland on the Platte 

River in Saunders County, for a rifle range. 161 acres were surveyed for purchase later.89 

The area had previously been used for annual encampments in 1908, 1909, and 1914.90 

After Woodrow Wilson called the entire National Guard into federal service in 

May and June 1916 for service on the Mexican border, Butler B. Miltonberger enlisted in 

Company E, 5th Infantry, in North Platte, on 25 June.91 After serving at Camp Llano 

Grande, Texas, the Nebraska National Guard was mustered out at Fort Crook, Nebraska, 

a Regular Army post south of Omaha. in February 1917.92 On 6 April 1917, the United 

States declared war on the German Empire, and Congress later authorized conscription.93 

On 29 May, Nebraska adjutant general Philip L. Hall was ordered to organize the 6th 



  
 

14 

Infantry Regiment, resigning to command the unit.94 Major Walter E. Steele was 

appointed acting adjutant general.95 The Nebraska National Guard assembled at the 

Lincoln fairgrounds and was mustered into federal service on 15 July.96 Many states, 

including Nebraska, subsequently created state defense forces solely under governors’ 

control to replace their absent National Guards.97 

On 18 July, the War Department directed that certain troops from the National 

Guards of Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, and the Dakotas form the 34th Division.98 

Permanent divisions, experimentation on which started after the Spanish-American War, 

were codified into law in 1916.99 After U.S. entry into World War I, the War Department 

General Staff revised the infantry division’s structure, consulting with General John J. 

Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF).100 The infantry 

division organization of August 1917 had a headquarters, two infantry brigades (each of 

two infantry regiments and a machine gun battalion), a field artillery brigade (three field 

artillery regiments and a trench mortar battery), and auxiliary troops (a third machine gun 

battalion, an engineer regiment, a field signal battalion, a “train headquarters and military 

police,” and ammunition, engineer, supply and sanitary trains). Its total strength was 

27,120 officers and men.101 A new numbering system was instituted that erased 

distinctions between Regular Army, National Guard, and conscript units.102 

On 1 August, Steele was officially appointed adjutant general.103 He was 

authorized to organize a regiment of National Guard Reserve, designated the 7th Infantry 

Regiment. It was to be used “at the discretion of the Governor for the protection of 

Railroads, Bridges, Storehouses, Food Supplies, Munitions of War, Public Property, 

Armories, the quelling of insurrections and riots, or conditions that would require the use 
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of troops; and…bringing to trial persons found committing acts of treason, or…assisting 

the Imperial German government.104 Camp Cody, New Mexico, was selected as the 34th 

Division’s training site.105 On 5 August, the Nebraska National Guard was drafted into 

federal service. Steele resigned after being selected to serve in the 34th Division, and 

assistant adjutant general James T. Hollingsworth became acting adjutant general.106  

From August to October, the division organized at Camp Cody.107 After the 

National Guard entered federal service, 501 of its officers were relieved for “physical 

disability,” 341 were reclassified by “efficiency boards,” and 638 resigned. Historian 

John K. Mahon wrote that, “it seemed to observant Guardsmen that the 

replacements…more often than not…straight from civilian life, certainly had less 

experience than their predecessors and certainly less aptitude.”108 National Guard units 

were significantly reorganized to form divisions.109 The breaking up, consolidation, or 

conversion of many historic units “incensed the states and the units themselves.”110  

Table 1: Reorganization of the Nebraska National Guard, 1917111 
Former state units Reorganized as/assigned to Division 

4th Infantry Regiment   

• Less Machine Gun Company 127th Field Artillery Regiment 34th 

• Machine Gun Company 133rd Infantry Regiment 34th 

5th Infantry Regiment 134th Infantry Regiment 34th  

6th Infantry Regiment   

• Machine Gun Company 126th Machine Gun Battalion 34th  

• HQ Co. (- Band), Supply Co., and 2nd Bn. 109th Engineer Regiment 34th  

• 1st Battalion, less Company D 109th Train HQ and M.P. 34th  

• 3rd Battalion, less Company I 109th Supply Train 34th  

• Company D 109th Sanitary Train 34th  

• Company I 109th Engineer Train 34th  

• Band Camp Funston, Kansas  

Company B, Signal Corps 109th Field Signal Battalion 34th 

Field Hospital Company No. 1 117th Sanitary Train 42nd 
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The 34th Division was augmented with draftees sent from the Midwestern 

states.112 On 1 October 1917, Major Hugh E. Clapp was appointed Nebraska’s adjutant 

general.113 The 7th Infantry Regiment was organized in the fall, and Nebraska governor 

Keith Neville (1917-1919) was selected as commander.114 Unable to secure federal 

service, the regiment was mustered out in January 1918.115 During the summer, most of 

the 34th Division’s personnel were sent overseas as replacements for casualties in AEF 

units in France.116 The reconstituted division sailed for Europe in September and October, 

and was ordered “skeletonized” soon after it started to arrive, with most personnel 

transferred to other units. Amid a breakdown of the AEF replacement system, another 

reconstitution of the division was not contemplated and only a “record cadre” remained 

to maintain paperwork.117 Butler B. Miltonberger was transferred to the 4th Division, 

serving in the occupation of the Rhineland until July 1919.118 The 34th Division missed 

what Mahon called the “constant relieving of officers” in combat that “seemed to 

some…to be more a device to bring in favored regular army replacements than to 

improve command efficiency,”119 and “Many officers and men of some…Replacement 

Divisions…were resentful for decades because of the manner in which their units had 

been destroyed.”120 After the armistice, the 34th Division was demobilized in January and 

February 1919.121 The only Nebraska National Guard unit to see combat was the 166th 

Field Hospital, 42nd Division.122 The division was demobilized in May 1919.123 

In December 1918, Nebraska governor-elect Samuel R. McKelvie (1919-1923) 

selected Colonel Herbert J. Paul as Nebraska’s next adjutant general.124 Paul was born on 

6 November 1873 in St. Paul, Nebraska, graduating from St. Paul High School and 

attending normal school at Shenandoah and business college at Burlington, Iowa. As a 
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civilian, he worked as an insurance salesman, collection agent, and court reporter.125 Paul 

enlisted in Company B, 2nd Nebraska Volunteer Infantry in April 1898 and was mustered 

out in October. In September 1900, he was elected captain of Company B, 2nd Infantry 

Regiment, in St. Paul. He advanced to major in February 1905, and colonel in January 

1912 as regimental commander. Paul commanded the 5th Nebraska Infantry Regiment on 

the Mexican Border and in France during World War I. As McKelvie awaited his return 

from overseas, both Clapp and assistant adjutant general Charles W. Ervin resigned.126 

McKelvie appointed Joseph A. Storch adjutant general until Paul returned. After Paul 

took office in March 1919, Storch became assistant adjutant general.127 Nebraska’s long 

military history, extending back to before it even became a state, would come to be 

utilized in the reorganization of its National Guard. 
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Chapter 1 

Organization of the Nebraska National Guard, 1919-1940 

After World War I, Nebraska’s adjutant general, Brigadier General Herbert J. 

Paul (1919-39), and his staff successfully navigated the monumental task of reorganizing 

the Nebraska National Guard from scratch in the early 1920s. The methods Paul chose to 

organize National Guard units across the state ensured that communities selected to have 

units would remain invested in their citizen soldiers and that supplies of manpower would 

consistently be available. Social and business organizations including town chambers of 

commerce and commercial clubs, community service and fraternal organizations, and 

newspapers assisted in finding recruits, and subsequently maintained the welfare of the 

units through various means. After Paul’s retirement in January 1939, his successor, 

Brigadier General Guy N. Henninger (1939-59), continued his legacy. 

In the National Guard’s reorganization after World War I, divisional troops from 

Nebraska were grouped with those from Kansas and Missouri in the 35th Division. The 

division quartermaster train, one of its four infantry regiments, and initially, a portion of 

its medical regiment, were allotted to Nebraska. By late 1922, the War Department 

realized that Congress’ parsimony threatened the National Guard’s development. The 

Nebraska National Guard’s ultimate strength of 6,400 troops at four levels was cut to 

only those units in the 35th Division. By mid-1924, the Nebraska National Guard had 

completed these organizations, and in 1925, was allotted the remainder of the medical 

regiment. In the early to mid-1930s, Nebraska National Guardsmen would take key 

positions on the 35th Division staff. Throughout the 1930s, changes were made in the 



  
 

19 

organization of the 35th Division and the Nebraska National Guard to better prepare them 

for modern warfare.  

In 1919, the Nebraska legislature appropriated funds to support the National 

Guard, but the money was only to be used to maintain the Adjutant General’s Office until 

federal support could be secured.128 Four competing bills concerning the size and scope 

of the postwar U.S. Army were introduced in Congress. Until the final bill passed, no 

serious effort was made to reorganize the Nebraska National Guard.129 This would have 

dire consequences amid heightened racial tensions in America after World War I. The 

Omaha Bee newspaper was favored by city political boss Tom Dennison, an opponent of 

reformist mayor Edward P. Smith.130 On 26 September 1919, the Bee sensationally 

reported that Agnes Lobeck, a white woman, had been assaulted by a black man.131 

Lobeck identified the man as Will Brown, and he was taken to the courthouse. Lobeck’s 

claims were doubted by some after an examination of Brown revealed he was crippled by 

chronic rheumatism.132 Two days later, an angry mob overwhelmed the police, attacked 

the courthouse, and dragged Brown outside, brutally lynching him. Mayor Smith was 

nearly hanged while trying to disperse the crowd.133 Home Guard companies in Omaha 

had disbanded, and companies in the Lincoln area134 and Ashland, along with a group of 

ex-servicemen, could not respond quickly enough before Brown was murdered. Regular 

Army troops later arrived, but Herbert J. Paul wrote that “we will never be able to depend 

upon Federal forces in case of local disasters.”135 

 In January 1920, an organization called the “Nebraska Rifles” was inaugurated to 

serve until the Nebraska National Guard could be reorganized.136 Paul intended to form 

two twelve-company regiments, totaling 2,400 men. Amos Thomas, who had served in 
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the Nebraska National Guard from 1897-1904 and rose to lieutenant colonel during 

World War I, was named commander of the Omaha regiment.137 The other regiment was 

to have two companies in Lincoln and ten in other communities.138 The only Nebraska 

Rifles units ever officially formed were in Alliance, Clay Center, Fairbury, and Nebraska 

City, however.139 In March Thomas and two dozen businessmen and veterans met in 

Omaha, starting a campaign to organize several National Guard units.140 As the national 

defense legislation approached its final form, the Nebraska National Guard’s 

reorganization began. Interested parties gathered lists of potential enlistees, submitting 

inquiries to the Adjutant General’s Office on a first-come, first-served basis.141 Most 

Nebraska communities that would eventually get National Guard units had previous 

histories with National Guard and State and Territorial Militia units.142 

In August 1919, Herbert J. Paul had received an allotment of units from the 

Militia Bureau, of an infantry regiment, a Signal Corps company, and a field hospital 

company.143 The infantry regiment consisted of a headquarters, headquarters company, 

service company, howitzer company, three battalions, and an attached medical 

detachment.144 Each battalion had a headquarters, headquarters company, three rifle 

companies, and a heavy machine gun company. The rifle companies were lettered “A” 

through “C” in the first battalion, “E” through “G” in the second battalion, and “I” 

through “L” in the third battalion, skipping “J,” while the machine gun companies were 

lettered “D,” “H,” and “M.”145 The service company handled the regiment’s 

transportation needs, except medical.146 The “howitzer company” was equipped with 

U.S.-built French 37 mm infantry support guns and light mortars because the U.S. Army 

Ordnance Department lacked funds to develop an appropriate light howitzer.147 
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Table 2: Federal Recognition of 1st Infantry Regiment Units, 1920-1921 

Company Location (1920 pop.) Federal recognition 1 July 1921 
designation148 

5th Mitchell (1,298)149 29 December 1920150 Howitzer Company 

13th York (5,388)151 14 April 1921152 Service Company 

6th Auburn (2,863)153 15 December 1920154 Company A 

7th Falls City (4,930)155 28 January 1921156 Company B  

4th Beatrice (9,664)157 26 January 1921158 Company C 

11th Fairmont (785)159 28 March 1921160 Company D 

1st Scottsbluff (6,912)161 29 July 1920162 Company E  

3rd Hartington (1,467)163 29 October 1920164 Company F  

9th Hastings (11,647)165 9 February 1921166 Company G 

10th Grand Island (13,947)167 25 March 1921168 Company H  

12th  Lincoln (54,948)169 26 April 1921170 Company I  

8th Omaha (191,061)171 25 January 1921172 Company K  

2nd  Omaha (191,061) 17 August 1920173 Company L  

14th Seward (2,368)174 7 June 1921175 Company M  

 

Major Harry C. Stein, Nebraska’s United States Property and Disbursing Officer 

(USP&DO), responsible for federal property and funds given to the state, assisted Herbert 

J. Paul with much of the groundwork of organizing units. In March 1920, the town of 

Hartington was approved to have a National Guard company, and the American Legion 

post was consulted to find recruits.176 The pending national defense legislation 

contemplated allowing many National Guard units to receive federal recognition until 1 

July 1921 with only fifty enlisted men, as opposed to the one hundred required by the 

1916 act.177 This uncertainty caused some delay, but the unit was mustered into state 

service on 3 August178 and was federally recognized as the 3rd Company on 29 October 

1920. Inspection for federal recognition ensured that units were properly organized, the 

officers and enlisted men were qualified according to the law and the National Guard 

Regulations, and that armories had adequate space for drill and storage of federal 

property.179 In April, Stein was appointed assistant adjutant general in place of Storch.180 

Stein would serve alongside Paul for nearly twenty years. 
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In Scottsbluff, the American Legion post, Rotary Club chapter, and businessmen 

cooperated with recruiting a company. The nearby towns of Mitchell and Gering were 

each interested in having a platoon of the unit.181 The financial loss to Scottsbluff was a 

concern if this occurred, as it was assumed the Guardsmen would spend their pay in their 

own towns, rather than in Scottsbluff.182 On 29 June, Scottsbluff’s company was 

mustered into state service,183 and on 29 July, was federally recognized as the 1st 

Company. Mitchell recruited a company of its own, and it was mustered into state service 

on 20 October.184 It was federally recognized as the 5th Company on 29 December. On 6 

July, a company was mustered into state service in Omaha, and it was federally 

recognized on 17 August as the 2nd Company.  

The national defense legislation, which was essentially amendments to the 

National Defense Act of 1916, became law on 4 June. The Regular Army’s peacetime 

enlisted strength was increased to 280,000, “except in time of war or similar emergency 

when the public safety demands it.”185 The National Guard’s position as the United 

States’ second line of land defense was solidified, while the “Organized Reserve” 

encompassed the ORC and ERC.186 The head of the Militia Bureau was to be a National 

Guard officer, and War Department General Staff committees concerning the National 

Guard were to have Guard representation.187 The National Guard was to have a minimum 

of 800 enlisted men per Congressperson (a total of 424,800), developed in five yearly 

stages until 1924.188 Troops were also allotted to the District of Columbia (2,400) and the 

territories of Puerto Rico (5,600), Hawaii (2,400), and Alaska (600), making 435,800. 

Nebraska was to have 1,600 men in 1920, 2,400 in 1921, 3,600 in 1922, 5,400 in 1923, 

and 6,400 in 1924.189 Guard or Reserve officers were to receive most spots on allocation 
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boards that placed National Guard units. Section 3(a) of the act said that “the names, 

numbers and other designations…and records of the divisions and subordinate 

units…that served in the World War…shall be preserved…as far as practicable.”190 

The requirements for a minimum of forty-eight drills and fifteen days of field 

training per year were unchanged.191 Original National Guard enlistments were for three 

years, but men who had served at least six months in the Regular Army or who 

completed one three-year National Guard enlistment could enlist for one year.192 Officers 

were federally recognized for five-year periods. They were paid one-thirtieth of the 

monthly base pay of Regular Army officers of the equivalent grade per drill, and were 

only paid if at least half the officers and sixty percent of the enlisted men of their units 

were present. Captains commanding units got an additional $240 per year, but no unit 

commander above that rank could receive more than $500.193 Enlisted men received one-

thirtieth of the monthly base pay of Regular Army soldiers of the equivalent grade per 

drill, and had to attend at least sixty percent of the drills per month to be paid.194 Funds 

were not to be allocated to pay enlisted men for more than sixty drills per year.195 The 

“draft” provision remained, but was amended to read, “On the termination of the 

emergency, all persons so drafted…shall resume their membership in the militia, and if 

the State so provide [sic], shall continue to serve in the National Guard until…their 

enlistments entered into prior to the draft would have expired, if uninterrupted.”196 

On 29 April, Captain Paul R. Halligan of the Adjutant General’s Office met with 

Auburn’s American Legion post about organizing a National Guard company there. By 

the end of July, about half the men required had signed up, and Harry C. Stein helped the 

Auburn Commercial Club form a committee to secure the rest.197 The 6th Company was 
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mustered into state service on 1 December and federally recognized on 15 December.198 

On 17 September, Herbert J. Paul, “making the rounds of the state for the purpose of 

creating…interest in the organization of…units,” met with the Hastings Rotary Club 

chapter and a committee was appointed to consider the matter.199 In early December, a 

canvas of local businesses revealed enthusiasm among employees and recruiting offices 

were set up. Many ex-servicemen enlisted, and enough men signed up to muster the 

company into state service on 20 January 1921,200 and federally recognize it as the 9th 

Company on 9 February. After some initial difficulties, a purpose-built armory was 

funded by subscription.201 

After the National Defense Act amendments, the Militia Bureau’s allotments of 

units to states were modified. On 4 November 1920, the adjutants general of the Seventh 

Corps Area (Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and the Dakotas), met in 

Omaha with the corps area commander to discuss the new allotment.202 Nebraska was to 

have divisional, corps, Army, and GHQ Reserve units.203 Nebraska, unlike some other 

states, did not have to alter any existing units.204 Some states’ divisional troops were 

shifted because the National Guard added three new infantry divisions.205 Nebraska’s 

divisional troops were assigned to the 35th Division (nicknamed the “Santa Fe Division”), 

alongside those from Kansas and Missouri.206 

Table 3: Nebraska National Guard Final Allotment, 1920207 
Unit Type 

1 Infantry Regiment (134th) Division Troops (35th Division) 

1 Medical Regiment Headquarters (110th) Division Troops (35th Division) 

• 1 Sanitary Company (No. 130) Division Troops (35th Division) 

• 1 Ambulance Battalion Headquarters Division Troops (35th Division) 

• 1 Motor Ambulance Company (No. 130) Division Troops (35th Division) 

• 1 Hospital Company (No. 130) Division Troops (35th Division) 

• 1 Medical Laboratory Section (No. 110) Division Troops (35th Division) 

• 1 Medical Supply Section (No. 110) Division Troops (35th Division) 
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• 1 Veterinary Company (No. 110) Division Troops (35th Division) 

1 Division Train, Quartermaster Corps (35th) Division Troops (35th Division) 

1 Field Artillery Regiment (127th) * Corps Troops (VII Corps) 

1 Air Service Observation Squadron (142nd) *  Corps Troops (VII Corps) 

1 Signal Company (Company A, 117th Signal Bn.) * Corps Troops (VII Corps) 

1 Field Artillery Ammunition Train (142nd) * Army Troops (Third Army) 

1 Engineer Regiment, General Service (166th) * Army Troops (Third Army) 

1 Balloon Group (10th) *  GHQ Reserve Troops 

Note: Units marked with an asterisk were placed on the “Deferred National Guard” list in 

1923 and were contemplated for organization later; this never occurred (see page 32). 

 

As in World War I, U.S. Army infantry divisions continued as “square” divisions 

with four infantry regiments in two brigades, but developments in modern warfare 

changed their organization. The machine gun battalions were replaced by a light tank 

company. The trench mortar battery and 155 mm howitzer regiment were removed from 

the division artillery, with the latter assigned to corps level. The ammunition train served 

only the field artillery, with other units and the division supply train being responsible for 

ammunition supply. The signal battalion became a company, and the train headquarters 

and military police gave way to one military police company. The engineer regiment and 

train were combined, the sanitary train became a “medical regiment,” and the division 

supply service (the “Division Train, Quartermaster Corps,” and from 1925 called the 

“Division Quartermaster Train”) was partially equine-drawn. An ordnance company 

handled ordnance maintenance, and a “special troops” headquarters and staff 

administered the division headquarters, military police, motorcycle (courier), ordnance, 

signal, and tank companies. At war strength under the 1921 tables of organization, the 

division had 19,997 officers and men, and at peace strength, roughly 11,000.208 

The 35th Division comprised the 69th Infantry Brigade (134th and 137th Infantry 

Regiments), 70th Infantry Brigade (138th and 140th Infantry Regiments), 60th Field 

Artillery Brigade (130th and 161st Field Artillery Regiments and 110th Ammunition 



  
 

26 

Train209), 110th Engineer and Medical Regiments, 35th Division Train, Special Troops, 

and the 35th Division Air Service with the 110th Observation Squadron.210 When the non-

Nebraska elements of the division were fully organized, the 137th Infantry and 60th Field 

Artillery Brigade came chiefly from eastern Kansas,211 The 138th Infantry from St. Louis 

and northeastern Missouri,212 and the 140th Infantry from southern Missouri.213 The 110th 

Engineers came from Kansas City, Missouri,214 the special troops headquarters, 

headquarters detachment, medical detachment, and 35th Tank Company from St. 

Joseph,215 and the division headquarters company and detachment from Warrensburg.216 

The 35th Signal Company, 35th Military Police Company, and 110th Ordnance Company 

came respectively from Kansas City, Garden City, and Wichita, Kansas.217 The Division 

Air Service was from St. Louis. 

Nebraska’s allotment for fiscal year (FY) 1921218 was unchanged, and 

organization continued.219 In December 1920, the Union Pacific Railroad started 

recruiting an infantry company from its employees in Omaha.220 John M. Guild, a 

division safety agent, was elected the captain, Douglas F. Smith, a legal staffer, the first 

lieutenant, and David M. Marvin, the chief clerk of the general manager’s office, the 

second lieutenant.221 The company was mustered into state service and federally 

recognized on 25 January 1921.222 Union Pacific let National Guardsmen miss work to 

attend annual encampments without losing pay or vacation time.223 At the headquarters 

building, they had a furnished lounge room and enjoyed “extras” in the cafeteria, to the 

envy of other Guardsmen and employees.224 In December 1920, inquiries from Falls City 

about a National Guard company were favorably returned.225 On 14 December, Harry C. 

Stein spoke to the town’s American Legion post, and members decided to back his 
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efforts.226 Within three days, thirty men were interested in enlisting.227 On 29 December, 

McKelvie appointed Amos Thomas a colonel in the Nebraska National Guard and 

commander of the infantry regiment when it was organized.228 The Falls City company 

was mustered into state service on 11 January 1921 and federally recognized as the 7th 

Company on 28 January.229 On 31 August 1920, Stein established a recruiting office at 

the Beatrice Chamber of Commerce and secured twenty enlistments.230 On 8 September, 

the Beatrice Daily Sun wrote, “With more than 50 names…it seems probable that the 

National guard membership drive will go over the top with colors flying.”231 The unit 

was mustered into state service on 11 October,232 but was not federally recognized as the 

4th Company until 26 January 1921. 

On 19 January 1921, after a meeting of interested men, Ernest Meyer of the Grand 

Island American Legion post reported the “nucleus of a good company.”233 The 10th 

Company was mustered into state service on 4 March234 and federally recognized on 25 

March, with Meyer as captain. Locating the regiment’s service company in York had 

been discussed since January 1921 and the possibility of having the regimental band, a 

part of the company, piqued the interest of prominent townspeople.235 The York 

Commercial Club hosted a banquet on 9 March for men interested in enlisting, and over 

200 people attended.”236 The 13th Company was mustered into state service on 7 April,237 

and federally recognized a week later. Fairmont, with a population in 1920 of 785, was 

the smallest Nebraska community to obtain a National Guard unit; the 11th Company was 

federally recognized on 28 March 1921. 

On 12 April, Adjutant General’s Office representatives met with the Seward 

Commercial Club and American Legion chapter about forming the final “line” company 
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of the regiment. Enough men for the company signed up, beating out Holdrege.238 Paul 

commented that he had always liked Seward, complimenting the Commercial Club 

president for convincing him that it was an ideal location.239 The company was mustered 

into state service on 24 May,240 and was federally recognized on 7 June. In late April, an 

effort was made in Lincoln to complete the city’s infantry and field hospital companies. 

Outdoor exhibits detailing the National Guard were set up, and there was “personal 

solicitation of desireable [sic] men.”241 The infantry company was federally recognized as 

the 12th Company on 26 April, and the field hospital on 23 May. It was expected that the 

signal company would be recruited that summer, but this never came to pass and the unit 

was placed on the Deferred National Guard list (see page 32) in 1923.242 In mid-May, 

Omaha was selected to host the regimental headquarters company.243 Paul, Stein, and 

their associates did not meet with success everywhere; efforts to organize infantry units 

in Albion,244 Columbus,245 and Fremont246 ultimately failed. 

In June, Captain Emmett Powell of the Beatrice company made a personal request 

of the Adjutant General’s Office that his company be designated “Company C” when the 

infantry regiment was organized, the designation it had borne for many years 

beforehand.247 On 6 June, there was “a day of sport and recreation” in Fairmont, with 

“band concerts, military review and drills, address by Adjutant General Paul…athletic 

sports, a bag dance, and a feed for…the guard, who [were] served supper in Central Park, 

as guests of the Commercial Club.” A “special effort was made to secure recruits.”248 On 

1 July, the companies of the infantry regiment were redesignated with letters.249 The 

regimental headquarters company and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Battalion headquarters companies 

were organized between 5-7 July in Omaha,250 Nebraska City (1920 population, 
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6,279),251 Gering,252 and Lincoln,253 respectively, with battalion commanders, staff 

officers, and the regimental commander federally recognized. The Medical Department 

Detachment was federally recognized on 25 July, completing the 1st Infantry 

Regiment.254 In July, a “state detachment” of enlisted men was recruited in Lincoln to 

assist Paul and his officers with routine administrative, sanitary, supply, and 

transportation tasks.255 On 25 October, the 1st Infantry Regiment became the 134th 

Infantry Regiment, regaining its World War I designation, and Field Hospital Company 

No. 1 became Hospital Company No. 130, 110th Medical Regiment.256 

During World War I, the Ashland rifle range was unused, and Herbert J. Paul 

intended to reorganize the National Guard before working on the range.257 The Nebraska 

National Guard’s 1921 encampment was at Camp Dodge, near Des Moines, Iowa.258 The 

federal government paid for state authorities to buy rations for National Guardsmen, and 

many Nebraska National Guardsmen and citizens of their communities contributed to 

unit “mess funds” to pay for food not bought by the state. In July 1921 the secretary of 

the Hastings Chamber of Commerce wrote to the Hastings Daily Tribune that, 

The boys will be in camp for two Sundays, and a mess fund that will enable them 

to purchase…other things for the table not furnished [and] will show them that 

they have the support of the community… Hastings has already distinguished 

itself by being the only city in the state to supply…an armory. It will be only 

fitting that the town which has shown its appreciation…to the extent of providing 

an armory, should provide a mess fund for this trip to camp.259  

 

Newspapers were a popular advertising medium, and the Beatrice Daily Express 

kept a running total of donations to the 1922 fund.260 In addition to individual 

contributions, dances and carnivals were commonly used to raise money.261 More 

unusual fare included the “human spider,” “Climbing Bill” Strother, who scaled the front 

of the Conant Hotel in Omaha.262 In July 1922, units from Lincoln, Seward, and York 
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held a two-day exhibition at Capitol Beach Lake in Lincoln, with demonstrations and 

fireworks shows. The profits went to the units’ mess funds.263 Paul applied to the War 

Department for aid in construction at Camp Ashland in 1922, and the money he received 

helped build target houses and target butts and improve the firing points. The 1922 

encampment was held at the federal rifle range near Plattsmouth, Nebraska. The lack of 

commercial activity in Ashland associated with the camp concerned the town Chamber of 

Commerce, which “[stood] ready to cooperate in any way possible.”264  

In October 1921, the field artillery regiment was added to the Nebraska National 

Guard’s FY 1922 allotment, and Paul intended to place its units to share existing 

armories.265 In early 1922, McKelvie and the state legislature deducted $20,000 from the 

appropriations for the Adjutant General’s Office.266 Paul asserted he could organize the 

regiment for only $8,000, but soon found it impossible because of fiscal limitations and a 

lack of armory space.267 The artillery regiment was replaced with the division train and 

the portion of the medical regiment for the FY 1923 allotment.268 The division train 

consisted of a headquarters, headquarters detachment, medical detachment, two equine-

drawn wagon companies, four motor transport companies, and two motor repair sections. 

In April 1921, motorcycle companies were reassigned to the division trains and a 

quartermaster service company (for manual labor purposes) was added to the special 

troops.269 Motorcycle companies usually were attached to the special troops to remain 

close to the division headquarters. In 1932, service companies were also reassigned to the 

division trains, but none were ever organized in any Guard division train before their 

reorganization as quartermaster regiments beginning in 1936.270 Division trains carried 

supplies that included thirty-five tons of small arms ammunition, thirty-four tons of food, 
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fifty-two tons of animal feed, and fifty tons of gas and oil. 128 tons of capacity was 

reserved for other purposes. The wagon companies could carry 155 tons, while the motor 

transport companies could carry 144 tons.271 

Holdrege was awarded a motor transport company in late November 1922, and 

the company was mustered into state service and federally recognized on 29 December 

1922.272 In Lexington, pastor Victor M. Hovis was tasked with recruiting the first wagon 

company.273 It was hoped that enough men would enlist to complete the unit by the end 

of January 1923,274 but it was not mustered into state service and federally recognized 

until 23 March, with Hovis as captain. In addition to instruction in quartermaster-related 

topics including motor vehicle operation and maintenance and equine care, the division 

train drilled in topics also practiced by infantry units, such as riot control.275 Thus, 

Herbert J. Paul felt the division train was “of the same value to the State, in case of an 

emergency…as…an extra battalion of infantry.”276 

Table 4: Federal Recognition of 35th Division Train Units, 1922-1923 
Unit Location (1920 pop.) Federal recognition 

Headquarters Lincoln (54,948) 7 June 1923277 

Headquarters Detachment Lincoln (54,948) 7 June 1923278 

Medical Department Detachment Kearney (7,702)279 7 June 1923280 

Veterinary Section, Med. Dept. Det. Fremont (9,592)281 12 June 1923282 

Motor Transport Company No. 137 Holdrege (3,108)283 29 December 1922284 

Motor Transport Company No. 138 Fremont (9,592) 22 May 1923285 

Motor Repair Section No. 119 Holdrege (3,108) 9 May 1923286 

Wagon Company No. 119 Lexington (2,327)287 23 March 1923288 

Wagon Company No. 120 Kearney (7,702) 29 March 1923289 

 

By late 1922, a lack of federal and state funds threatened the National Guard’s 

development. A War Department program issued on 23 January 1923 called for 250,000 

enlisted men and the necessary number of officers to be recruited by 30 June 1926. 

Eighteen infantry divisions, four cavalry divisions, 130 coast artillery companies (later 
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organized into battalions and regiments in 1923-1924), and twelve separate infantry 

regiments were to be at “peace strength, with certain modifications.”290 Combat units of 

corps, field armies, and the GHQ Reserve that were “organized or in the process of 

organization” on 23 January 1923, special allotments to states, and “certain units…to 

complete a balanced force” were to be at a further-reduced “maintenance strength” 

dictated by the Militia Bureau.291 Units in excess of the 250,000-man figure were 

withdrawn from the National Guard in July 1923 and allotted to the Organized Reserve as 

“Deferred National Guard” (DNG) units for potential later organization by the Guard.292 

In March 1923, Harry C. Stein visited Kearney to organize a wagon company, 

urging businessmen to let their employees attend the annual encampment. Attorney Ira D. 

Beynon was named the recruiting coordinator, and twenty-five men signed up within a 

week.293 Stein spoke to the Chamber of Commerce in Fremont, asking for support to 

organize a wagon company or a motor transport company.294 Kearney’s wagon company 

was federally recognized on 29 March, with Beynon as captain and Guy N. Henninger, 

the future adjutant general of Nebraska, as first lieutenant.295 By mid-April, the motor 

transport company was an “assured fact” for Fremont.296 By 7 May, the unit was nearly 

complete, and on 22 May it was mustered into state service and federally recognized.297 

Holdrege was awarded the motor repair section, and it was mustered into state service 

and federally recognized on 9 May.298 Kearney was selected to host the 35th Division 

Train’s medical detachment, and it was mustered into state service and federally 

recognized on 7 June.299 Captain Marcus L. Poteet, formerly the 134th Infantry’s S-4 

(supply officer), was promoted to major and made train commander, and the headquarters 

and headquarters detachment were federally recognized in Lincoln on 7 June. 
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In September 1922, orthopedic surgeon Dr. Hiram W. Orr was appointed a 

colonel in the Nebraska National Guard and commander of the 110th Medical Regiment, 

as Paul chose to organize the units in a top-down fashion.300 The medical regiment 

treated or evacuated the infantry division’s battle and non-battle human and equine 

casualties. It had a headquarters, headquarters detachment, and three battalions (sanitary, 

later renamed “collecting,” ambulance, and hospital), each with three companies. There 

was also the division surgeon’s office, a veterinary company, medical laboratory and 

supply sections, and a band. The collecting companies took casualties from the battlefield 

or aid stations and stabilized them for further movement. The ambulance companies 

transported casualties, while each hospital company could establish a 250-bed field 

hospital. The veterinary company treated or evacuated equine casualties.301 It was 

initially intended to locate all medical regiment units in Lincoln, with the possible 

exception of the ambulance company, as it was felt the city could support them.302  

Table 5: Federal Recognition of 110th Medical Regiment Units, 1921-1924 
Unit Location (1920 pop.) Federal recognition 

Headquarters Lincoln (54,948) 29 June 1923303 

Headquarters Detachment Lincoln (54,948) 29 June 1923304 

Medical Laboratory Section No. 110 Lincoln (54,948) 4 March 1923305 

Medical Supply Section No. 110 Lincoln (54,948) 29 June 1923306 

Veterinary Company No. 110 Lincoln (54,948) 29 June 1923307 

Band Crete (2,445)308 15 May 1924309 

Ambulance Company No. 130 Hastings (11,647) 5 April 1923310 

Collecting Company No. 130 Columbus (5,410)311 25 June 1924312 

Hospital Company No. 130 Lincoln (54,948) 23 May 1921313 

 

On 28 March 1923, Stein discussed with Dr. Carroll D. Evans, Jr., about 

organizing Sanitary Company No. 130 in Columbus. Evans interviewed men to gauge 

their interest, and the Chamber of Commerce later appointed a committee to assist him.314 

On 29 March, Hastings was awarded Ambulance Company No. 130. In east-central 
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Nebraska, Hastings was close to other towns including Lexington, Grand Island, 

Holdrege, and Kearney, and a unit there could respond quickly to emergencies anywhere 

in the state.315 The quota of thirty-eight men was filled within three days, and the 

Hastings Daily Tribune wrote that “In several instances requests were made by 

parents…to make room for their sons.”316 The company, deemed “much above the 

average,” was mustered into state service and federally recognized on 5 April.317  

Unfortunately, the end of war propaganda and a requirement beginning in mid-

1923 for minors aged eighteen to twenty to have both parents or guardians’ consent to 

enlist “[made] it almost impossible to secure enlistments.”318 The executive officer of the 

110th Medical Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel David C. Hilton, wrote that “It was so soon 

after the Great War that most everybody was sick of the Army” and “the average mother 

was likely to look upon us with suspicion… She thought it was all very nice…but she did 

not want her son to join the Army.”319 To drum up interest, Hiram W. Orr went on “a 

house-to-house canvas in Lincoln, [and] conducted meetings in railroad yards, shops, 

warehouses, factories, and colleges.”320 In 1922, Herbert J. Paul borrowed $10,000 for 

work on Camp Ashland to ensure it would be ready for the 1923 encampment.321 Trees 

were removed and sheep were used to keep the grass down. Semi-permanent mess halls, 

latrines, and bath houses were constructed, connected by 7,000 feet of pipe and fed by 

water tanks holding 9,000 gallons.322 The buildings, west of the camp’s main road, were 

to the east of a field used for drills and pitching of enlisted men’s tents. The firing ranges 

for various weapons, north of the field, faced northeast over the Platte River.323  

On 30 April 1924, Nebraska National Guard officers met in Crete with 

businessmen and Doane College administrators and students about locating the 110th 
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Medical Regiment Band there.324 Fourteen men immediately wished to enlist, and eleven 

more did so the next week, putting the band over the nineteen members required for 

federal recognition.325 On 15 May, after a dinner for band members, inspectors, and 

guests from the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club chapter hosted by the 

Crete Community Club, the band was mustered into state service and federally 

recognized as the first National Guard medical regiment band.326 On 1 June, the 

Headquarters Detachment, Medical Laboratory Section, Medical Supply Section, and 

Band were consolidated into the Service Company, 110th Medical Regiment.327  

Organization of Collecting Company No. 130 did not begin in Columbus until 

May 1924, after Major John F. Presnell, the Nebraska National Guard’s Medical Corps 

instructor, visited the city. He had intended to also visit Norfolk, but found “such a lively 

interest” in Columbus that he gave the city the first opportunity.328 John N. Evans, Carroll 

D. Evans’ son, coordinated recruiting, with Presnell assisting.329 Interviews, telephone 

calls, and postcards were used to solicit attendees for a meeting held on 28 May.330 

Unfortunately, “scarcely more than half a dozen” men appeared, but eight Guard officers 

discussed the collecting company’s role.331 By 3 June, Evans had managed to interest 

forty men.332 Collecting Company No. 130 was mustered into state service and federally 

recognized on 25 June, with Carroll Evans as captain.333 The 1924 encampment was only 

a month away, so two drills were held per week to increase the unit’s readiness.334  

Herbert J. Paul relied on an experienced group of officers to guide the Nebraska 

National Guard through its development as a military organization in the 1920s, who 

were “capable of imparting instructions of the utmost value.”335 Of the 104 Nebraska 

National Guard officers listed in the 1924 National Guard Register on an active status, 
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ninety-eight previously served in the U.S. military as enlisted men, officers, or both, 

either in the National Guard (Nebraska or other states), Regular Army, Navy, or Marine 

Corps. Five had served in Nebraska volunteer units during the Spanish-American War. 

Twenty-two enlisted or were commissioned in the 1900s, 1910s, or for the Mexican 

Expedition. Sixty-five saw their first military service during World War I (fifty-two in the 

Army, three in the Navy, one in the Marine Corps, eight in the Nebraska National Guard, 

and one in the Missouri National Guard). Six first enlisted in the Nebraska National 

Guard after the armistice, later being commissioned as officers.336  

The organization of Collecting Company No. 130 completed the Nebraska 

National Guard’s allotment under the reduced manpower program, and in 1925, it would 

begin to assume the structure with which it would eventually enter World War II. The 

active units of the 110th Medical Regiment were originally shared between Kansas and 

Nebraska. After Kansas’ adjutant general rejected the allotment of the 128th Ambulance 

Company, Herbert J. Paul arranged for the entire regiment to be reallotted to Nebraska.337 

In April 1925, Hiram W. Orr resigned, and Hilton succeeded him as regimental 

commander.338 In July 1925, the Secretary of War reconstituted the 110th Supply Train, 

the World War I supply unit of the 35th Division, and consolidated it with the 35th 

Division Train.339 On 5 January 1927, the division surgeon’s office was federally 

recognized in Lincoln.340 On 1 September, the 130th Hospital Company was redesignated 

the 166th Hospital Company to honor its World War I service.341 In December, the 110th 

Medical Regiment was also consolidated with its predecessor, the 110th Sanitary Train.342 

In 1929, the War Department reassigned 155 mm howitzer regiments to infantry 

divisions.343 In 1931, the 142nd Field Artillery was organized in Arkansas and assigned to 
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the 35th Division.344 Division surgeon’s offices were also deleted from medical regiments, 

but the personnel were retained.345 

The National Guard’s funding stagnated during the interwar period because of the 

reluctance of state and federal legislators, the 1923-1924 recession, and the Great 

Depression beginning in 1929.346 Despite small increases in the National Guard’s total 

strength approved for 1929 and 1930, “a program of progressive increase in the 

maintenance strength…essential for more efficient training and…proper equalization 

among the States” never occurred.347 Units were limited to their maintenance strength, 

and many were also incomplete.348 Between 1929-1939, the 35th Division averaged a 

strength of 7,739.349 Only the service companies of the 134th Infantry and 110th Medical 

Regiments were authorized over sixty-five men before 1939.350 The remaining units of 

the 110th Medical Regiment and 35th Division Train were also not authorized to be 

organized before 1936. The National Guard only started to approach half of its statutory 

minimum strength after getting additional funding beginning in the mid-1930s and as 

aggression from Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany threatened the United States.351 

In the early 1920s, there had been a verbal agreement between the adjutants 

general of Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska about selecting commanders for the 35th 

Division from the three states in that order. The deal soon broke down, resulting in ten 

years of deadlock.352 In April 1932, Missouri and Kansas agreed to select the division 

commander.353 Missouri nominated Brigadier General William A. Raupp, but Raupp’s 

proposal for a short delay in taking the position was rejected and Brigadier General 

Charles I. Martin of Kansas, commander of the 69th Infantry Brigade, became division 

commander instead.354 On 16 August, Amos Thomas succeeded Martin as brigade 
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commander, and three other Nebraskans were placed on the brigade staff.355 Robert G. 

Douglas was promoted to colonel in command of the 134th Infantry, with Clyde E. 

McCormick as lieutenant colonel and his executive officer.356  

The 35th Division staff was selected in 1932-1933, and Nebraska was allotted the 

G-1 (personnel officer), G-4 (supply officer), division quartermaster and his assistant, and 

division judge advocate and his assistant. Major Thomas Q. Thornton, Harry C. Stein (in 

addition to his other duties), Marcus L. Poteet, Captain Harry H. Ellis, Major Richard F. 

Stout, and Arthur F. Young were respectively appointed to these positions, being 

promoted accordingly; Ellis, Poteet, Stein, Stout, and Thornton to lieutenant colonel, and 

Young to captain. Stout had formerly been on the state staff, Thornton on the 134th 

Infantry staff, and Ellis the commander of the 137th Motor Transport Company, while 

Young was newly commissioned 357 Captain Guy N. Henninger of the 120th Wagon 

Company was made a major and commander of the 35th Division Train.358 On 15 June 

1933, the National Defense Act was amended to eliminate the “draft” provision. National 

Guardsmen were made simultaneous members of their states’ National Guards and the 

“National Guard of the United States” (NGUS), a component of the Army at all times.359 

Enlisted men could take correspondence courses to qualify for commissions in the 

NGUS, and after induction into federal service as officers, they would be assigned to war 

strength vacancies in their units.360 The Militia Bureau was renamed the National Guard 

Bureau, and the “Inactive National Guard” replaced the National Guard Reserve.361 On 1 

October 1933, the VII Corps was reassigned from the Third Army to the Fourth Army.362 

In July 1934, Poteet replaced Stein as 35th Division G-4, with Stein demoted to 

major and returning to the state staff. Harry H. Ellis became division quartermaster.363 In 
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January 1935, Charles I. Martin reached the mandatory retirement age of sixty-four and 

Amos Thomas became acting division commander.364 Herbert J. Paul felt that he, rather 

than Thomas, would become the next commander based on the agreement between 

Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska.365 An unclear line of succession and the ambitions of 

various officers soon caused a free-for-all. Thomas sought support in Kansas and 

Nebraska, irritating Paul.366 A deal was brokered where Paul and Colonel Edward M. 

Stayton of Missouri would serve successively until they each retired for age.367 The 

adjutants general and governors of Arkansas, Missouri, and Nebraska agreed that Paul 

should be appointed, but the Seventh Corps Area commander, observing the ongoing play 

of politics, ended the controversy by submitting the recommendation himself.368 Paul was 

appointed a major general and 35th Division commander on 13 September.369 In March, 

the Nebraska legislature had raised the adjutant general’s retirement age to seventy.370 

Since 1930, the National Guard’s maximum strength had been limited to 190,211 

officers and men, even though the peace strength of allotted units was 310,000. The War 

Department deemed an actual strength of at least 210,000 “essential.”371 For FY 1936, 

Congress appropriated funds for 5,000 more officers and men. 5,000 more were 

authorized for FY 1937.372 In 1937, funding for a third increment was authorized, put into 

effect in FY 1939.373 These funds were used to organize essential inactive units.374 A 

fourth increment was approved in 1939 and implemented in FY 1940.375 The 128th 

Ambulance Company, 110th Medical Regiment, was organized under the first portion of 

additional funding.376 Fairbury, McCook, and Norfolk all made an effort to receive the 

unit.377 It was federally recognized in Fairbury on 22 May 1936.378 Effective 1 April, 

Paul was ordered to reorganize the 35th Division Train into the 110th Quartermaster 
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Regiment, a fully-motorized unit. He arranged with the adjutants general of Kansas and 

Missouri for the whole regiment to be allotted to Nebraska for more effective training. 

Marcus L. Poteet moved from division G-4 to regimental commander (Harry H. Ellis 

being the new G-4), with Henninger as his executive officer.379 The regimental 

commander assumed the duties of the division quartermaster and their assistant. 

Table 6: Reorganization of 35th Division Train, 1936380 

35th Division Train unit Location 110th QM Regiment unit  
Headquarters (Kearney) Lincoln (new) Headquarters 

QM Section, 35th Div. HQ (Missouri) Lincoln (new) Consolidated with HQ 

Headquarters Detachment Lincoln Headquarters Company 

QM Sec., 35th Div. HQ Det. 

(Warrensburg, Missouri) 

Lincoln (new) Division Platoon, HQ 

Company 

35th Service Company, QMC Inactive Service Company 

Medical Department Detachment Kearney Medical Department Det. 

New headquarters Holdrege Headquarters, 1st Battalion 

137th Motor Transport Company Holdrege Company A 

138th Motor Transport Company Fremont Company B 

New headquarters Kearney Headquarters, 2nd Battalion 

119th Wagon Company Lexington Company C 

120th Wagon Company Kearney Company D 

New headquarters Inactive Headquarters, 3rd Battalion 

New unit Inactive Headquarters Det., 3rd Bn. 
119th Motor Repair Section Fremont Company E 

110th Motorcycle Company (Kansas) Inactive Company F 

 

On 14 September, Robert G. Douglas retired for age, and Clyde E. McCormick 

became commander of the 134th Infantry.381 On 1 January 1937, the 110th Medical 

Regiment’s collecting, ambulance, and hospital battalions received numerical 

designations and the companies were redesignated with letters. 

Table 7: Redesignation of 110th Medical Regiment Units, 1937382 

Previous designation 1 January 1937 designation 
110th Veterinary Company Veterinary Company 

130th Collecting Company Company C, 1st Battalion 

128th Ambulance Company Company D, 2nd Battalion 

130th Ambulance Company Company F, 2nd Battalion 

166th Hospital Company  Company I, 3rd Battalion 
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In March, the state legislature appropriated $10,000 to support a National Guard 

observation squadron, and the Grand Island Chamber of Commerce offered the town’s 

airport as a base.383 The unit depended upon appropriations to the National Guard, and 

Governor Robert L. Cochran (1935-1941) pressed Nebraska’s Congressmen.384 

Unfortunately, the Secretary of War did not hold any hope for the unit at the time.385 On 

6 November, Herbert J. Paul retired for age as 35th Division commander, replaced by 

Stayton.386 Missouri’s governor suggested that after Stayton retired, another Missourian 

be appointed with the understanding he would resign on 31 December 1940, and the 

position pass to Kansas and Nebraska for three years each. Stayton retired for age on 4 

September 1938, and Colonel Ralph E. Truman of Kansas City, Missouri, division chief 

of staff, was selected as commander.387 Paul resigned as Nebraska’s adjutant general on 1 

January 1939, writing to Cochran that “as I am now past 65, I feel that if I am ever going 

to get any rest and be free of responsibilities, that are sometimes a little hard to carry, it 

will have to be now.” He also wrote, “I know that…you will select a successor…who 

will carry on the good work the guard has been and is now doing.”388 Guy N. Henninger 

was named the new adjutant general, writing about Paul that, “Being a man of decision, 

rare judgment, and endowed with the propensities of always being firm in his treatment 

of all concerned, this organization has marched forward…and has made remarkable 

strides in [an] increased state of training and proficiency under his leadership.”389  

Henninger was born in Shelton, Nebraska, on 16 July 1895. He graduated from 

Shelton High School and earned an electrical engineering degree from the University of 

Nebraska. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in January 1918, attending the University of 

California’s School of Military Aeronautics. In February 1919, he was appointed a 
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second lieutenant in the Signal Officers Reserve Corps as a pilot upon his discharge, 

transferring to the Quartermaster Corps after joining the 120th Wagon Company. He 

studied law, being admitted to the practice in 1930. He served as the Buffalo County 

district court clerk for fourteen years, and had been county attorney.390 Harry C. Stein, 

who had been removed as state USP&DO in March 1938 (replaced by Major Walter E. 

McConnaughey), resigned as assistant adjutant general on 15 February 1939. He was 

succeeded by Captain (later Major) Howard R. Turner.391 In January 1939, under the 

third increment of National Guard funding, Henninger was authorized to organize the 

Headquarters, Headquarters Detachment, and Company F of the 3rd Battalion, 110th 

Quartermaster Regiment.392 In March, Company F was placed in Broken Bow and was 

federally recognized on 6 April.393 The Headquarters Detachment was federally 

recognized in Kearney on 22 May, and the battalion commander was from Fremont.394  

In 1929, the War Department studied converting its infantry divisions from the 

square to the “triangular” configuration, with three infantry regiments and no 

intermediate brigades.395 The Regular Army’s three active divisions were reorganized in 

1939.396 Other changes included renaming the field artillery brigade the “division 

artillery,” reducing it to one 75 mm gun regiment and one 155 mm howitzer regiment 

(later changed to three 75 mm battalions and one 155 mm battalion) with no ammunition 

train, and reducing the medical and quartermaster regiments to battalions with third-

echelon ordnance maintenance moved to non-divisional units.397 National Guard 

divisions remained “square,” but their infantry regiments were reorganized to match 

those in the triangular divisions.398 On 1 October, the Howitzer Company, 134th Infantry, 

became Company F, while the existing Company F became the Antitank Platoon of the 
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Headquarters Company.399 The howitzer company’s mortars were reassigned to the 

machine gun companies.400 In 1939, new National Guard medical regiment tables of 

organization directed that the third company (“C,” “F,” and “I”) in each battalion should 

be inactive in peacetime.401 On 1 December, Company C, 110th Medical Regiment was 

redesignated Company A, Company F as Company E, Company I as Company G, and 

the Service Company as the “Headquarters and Service Company.”402 

The division surgeon’s office was reorganized in Lincoln on 24 January 1940.403 

On 15 January, authorization was received to organize Company B, 110th Medical 

Regiment.404 Norfolk, the largest city in Nebraska that did not have a National Guard unit 

at the time, was interested, and the Chamber of Commerce surveyed men it believed 

suitable.405 At a luncheon on 1 March, Henninger awarded the unit to the city.406 Writers 

at the Star-Mail in the nearby town of Madison wished the unit had been awarded to their 

town, indicating why they believed it was a better fit.407 Company B was federally 

recognized in Norfolk on 9 April. The Norfolk Daily News wrote that “Major Evans 

related how a similar…company was established in Columbus…that was ‘supposed’ to 

be placed in Norfolk, and said the new…unit would have to ‘hit the ball’ to make up for 

those sixteen years.”408 In the 1930s, the National Guard’s horse-drawn artillery was 

gradually motorized,409 and veterinary companies were removed from the medical 

regiment organization.410 The 110th Medical Regiment was reorganized in spring and 

summer 1940. On 1 May, the Veterinary Company became Company H,411 on 1 June, the 

three battalion headquarters were organized,412 and on 1 July, the Service Company’s 

Band Section became a separate unit.413 On 1 May, the 134th Infantry’s battalion 

headquarters companies were redesignated “detachments;” they would retake the 
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“company” designation during World War II as they were assigned additional subunits, 

namely an antitank platoon and a communications platoon.414  

On 10 September, David C. Hilton retired, receiving an honorary promotion to 

brigadier general. Henninger wrote that under Hilton, the 110th Medical Regiment made 

“consistent progress until it was recognized by the War Department as one of the very 

best, if not the best, medical regiment in the National Guard…” Lieutenant Colonel 

Philip H. Bartholomew, his executive officer and the state health director, became 

regimental commander.415 The Service Company, 110th Quartermaster Regiment was 

federally recognized in Lincoln on 17 September.416 Nebraska would not get an 

observation squadron, as none of the ten organized in FY 1940 or 1941 were allotted to 

the state.417 The War Department continued altering the National Guard’s force structure 

to prepare it for modern warfare. On 4 September, the 35th Tank Company was relieved 

from the 35th Division and redesignated Company B, 194th Tank Battalion.418 The 

Army’s need for horse cavalry was reexamined, and most Guard mounted troops were 

converted into other units.419 On 1 October, Kansas’ 114th Cavalry and elements of its 

parent 24th Cavalry Division were converted into the 127th Field Artillery and assigned to 

the 35th Division, while the 142nd Field Artillery was reassigned.420 On 23 November, 

Thomas Q. Thornton resigned as 35th Division G-1, succeeded by a Kansan.421 On 2 

December, the Antitank Platoon of the Headquarters Company, 134th Infantry, was made 

its own unit, increased in size, and redesignated the Antitank Company.422 

 Through support from the staff of their offices and their state’s citizens and 

communities, Nebraska adjutants general Herbert J. Paul and Guy N. Henninger 

successfully reorganized the Nebraska National Guard after World War I and maintained 
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its readiness during the interwar period. Town commercial clubs, chambers of commerce, 

colleges and universities, and organizations such as the American Legion and Rotary 

Clubs advocated for and coordinated the organization of units. Many Nebraska National 

Guardsmen who had served during World War I and earlier conflicts re-enlisted in the 

new units, and the Nebraska National Guard soon had a core of experienced officers to 

lead it and impart their expertise on the next generation of officers. Businesses 

cooperated with their employees to allow them to have time off for service in the 

National Guard, some doing so without making soldiers incur any financial penalty.  

Because of the allotment of divisional units of the Nebraska National Guard to the 

35th Division alongside troops from Kansas and Missouri, community interaction during 

the interwar period crossed state lines. State pride, politics, and personal ambitions 

seeped into military matters in the mid-1930s as the Nebraska National Guard’s two 

highest-ranking officers, Herbert J. Paul and Amos Thomas, became embroiled in a 

dispute over who would be the next commander of the 35th Division. Starting in the mid-

1930s and continuing until 1940, Nebraska National Guard units experienced several 

reorganizations to keep up with developments in modern warfare, discarding their horses 

and mules in favor of motorized transport. Despite obstacles of a parsimonious Congress 

and state legislature and a stagnant economy during the Great Depression, the Nebraska 

National Guard gradually was able to develop into a force that could be relied upon in 

any state emergency that justified its use.  
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Chapter 2 

The Nebraska National Guard in Community and State in the Interwar Period 

The Nebraska National Guard between the First and Second World Wars was an 

organization rooted in community. As civilians, Guardsmen often occupied positions in 

the state that were highly visible to the public eye, and National Guard facilities were 

used for wholesome public functions. The Nebraska National Guard was used in an 

impartial, peaceful manner in resolving labor and agricultural disputes and providing aid 

after natural disasters five times between 1922 and 1935. The Nebraska National Guard’s 

presence in communities in its state, both as a military force and through the leadership 

exercised by many of its officers and enlisted men in their civilian activities, contributed 

to the trust that Nebraskans developed in their National Guard. During the Great 

Depression, many Nebraskans chose to donate their free time to serve in the National 

Guard despite the difficult economic conditions. Others enlisted for the few extra dollars 

they could receive from their service to get by.  

As a force primarily maintained at the state rather than federal level, the Nebraska 

National Guard faced unique challenges relating to unit support, but citizens stepped up 

to help solve them. After Nazi Germany’s invasion of Poland in September 1939, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered the National Guard to expand, and Nebraskans 

responded. Mobilization of the National Guard became imminent after Denmark, 

Norway, the Low Countries, and France fell to the Nazis in spring and summer 1940. In 

August, Congress gave Roosevelt permission to order all reserve components of the U.S. 

Army to active duty for one year to bolster American national security. The Nebraska 

National Guard was increased in strength again, and the state’s citizens answered the call. 
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In November, Roosevelt ordered the 35th Division, of which the Nebraska National 

Guard was a part, into service on 23 December 1940 for one year of training. 

Maintaining the Nebraska National Guard 

The peace and prosperity of the 1920s and Americans’ revulsion of another war 

meant long-term maintenance of National Guard units by some of the smaller 

communities in Nebraska that had enthusiastically organized them immediately after 

World War I became difficult. To entice enlistments in Company M, 134th Infantry, 

Captain Erle B. Smiley often took its machine guns to the Seward County fairgrounds, 

inviting civilians to help shoot down trees on the banks of the Blue River.423 National 

Guard units that fell below their minimum maintenance strength for an extended period 

faced disbandment. When a unit was disbanded, its personnel were transferred to other 

units in the vicinity if possible, placed in the National Guard Reserve or Inactive National 

Guard, or discharged.424 In February 1923, Captain Donald Frazier, of Company D, 134th 

Infantry, indicated his duties interfered with his job managing an electrical supply 

store.425 A member of the Fairmont Commercial Club said Herbert J. Paul told him that 

“the…company had given less trouble than any other…in the state, and that if possible 

we should retain [it].” A committee was formed to find a new captain and men to enlist, 

but Paul had relocation in mind and the company was disbanded on 9 May.426  

Company D was reorganized in North Platte, which had a population in 1920 of 

10,466. As one of the larger communities in the state, it had more potential personnel to 

select from for the unit.427 The company was federally recognized on 11 May, with Butler 

B. Miltonberger as its first lieutenant. He assumed command of the company in 

November.428 Promotions in the Nebraska National Guard resulting from the selection of 
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the 35th Division staff made Miltonberger the senior captain in the 134th Infantry, and on 

14 January 1933, he became a major and commander of its 1st Battalion.429 As a civilian, 

Miltonberger worked for the U.S. Post Office Department and the state engineer’s office. 

In May 1925, Captain Oscar Flau of Company A, 134th Infantry, resigned because the 

duties interfered with his job as deputy sheriff. First Lieutenant Harry R. Young, the 

county treasurer, became acting commander, but resigned after his promotion to captain. 

With the company’s disbandment rumored, the Nemaha County Herald postulated that a 

qualified commander could not be found. The paper did not detect resentment, but 

regretted the relocation of the unit, writing how it had “so long been a part of our civic 

life…reflecting credit upon the young men who have been identified with it…”430 

Company A was disbanded on 13 July and reorganized in Nebraska City the next day.431  

In early 1926, the Gering Chamber of Commerce voted to support securing the 

Howitzer Company, 134th Infantry, from Mitchell, after the latter place ran into 

difficulties securing enlistments.432 On 15 March, the Howitzer Company was disbanded 

and the Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, became the new howitzer company.433 The 

Minatare Free Press wrote that “Where the headquarters company will go is not stated 

yet. Perhaps Bayard, Minatare, or Bridgeport would like to get it. If so, they should be 

getting busy…or it will go to some eastern state point…”434 The company stayed in 

western Nebraska, being reorganized in Sidney (1920 population, 2,852) on 6 July 1926 

and disbanded on 30 April 1928.435 Captain Bert C. Grasborg, a Union Pacific employee, 

had the unit reorganized in Omaha on 9 May.436 By early 1929, Holdrege risked losing 

the 137th Motor Transport Company and 119th Motor Repair Section because of a lack of 

interest, and Commercial Club representatives met with Herbert J. Paul.437 The 119th 
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Motor Repair Section was disbanded on 13 March and reorganized in Fremont on 2 

April, as town officials had pledged to find skilled mechanics interested in enlisting.438  

In 1921, the Nebraska Adjutant General’s Office matched enlisted men’s federal 

pay from the annual encampment. From 1922-1924, it paid each man $1.00, and in 1925-

1926, $0.50. Pay went back to $1.00 in 1927.439 Appropriations cuts meant no additional 

pay for three years in the early 1930s, but it resumed at $1.00 from 1935 on.440 In August 

1931, the Omaha World-Herald wrote that “Scores of young men and many who saw 

service in the world war applied for enlistment this year. Many…are men temporarily out 

of work, while others desired camp life as an economical vacation period.”441 In July 

1932, Company H, 134th Infantry, had its full strength of sixty-four men, with forty-five 

on its waiting list.442 In November, the Adjutant General’s Office revealed that every unit 

was at full strength, with waiting lists of five to twenty men each. Enticements to joining 

the National Guard other than money included learning skills applicable in civilian life.443 

In 1932, the Union Pacific Railroad considered ending its financial support of the 

Nebraska National Guard. After protests from several state adjutants general, the 

company agreed to “allow employes [sic] who attend the camp of the Nebraska National 

Guard this summer the difference between their…pay and the amount which they receive 

from the government and state.”444 As the encampment interfered with men’s jobs, pay at 

which was sometimes higher than what they could receive from the government, the 

absence rate increased during the Great Depression.445 

The economy also required the National Guard to conserve funds. In November 

1931, five drills were dropped from the rest of the FY 1932 schedule to avoid a budget 

deficit, but were later restored.446 In FY 1934, the federal government paid out only 
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thirty-six drills, but the Chief of the Militia Bureau, Major General George E. Leach, 

wrote that “so great was the loyalty of the citizen-soldiers and so genuine their interest in 

their work,” that most states held twelve “free” drills.447 Regular Army inspectors’ 

opinion of the 119th Wagon Company had dimmed since 1930, but improved by the mid-

1930s. In spring 1936, Captain Merton O. Bates expressed his intention to resign, 

complicating the unit’s reorganization into Company C, 110th Quartermaster Regiment. 

While a successful search was conducted for a new commander, Robert L. Cochran 

dispelled speculation from Lexingtonians that the unit was going to be relocated.448 

Providing suitable armories was a problem for the Nebraska National Guard 

during the interwar period. Herbert J. Paul unsuccessfully implored the state legislature to 

fund state-owned armories, repeating how difficult it was to secure private buildings at 

reasonable rents that could protect federal property, have space for training, and be made 

attractive to the officers and men.449 Company E, 134th Infantry, used nine different 

armories between 1920 and 1939.450 On 16 June 1933, the 110th Medical Regiment Band 

was disbanded in Crete with “scant” notice and moved to Lincoln. The rationale for 

relocating was that Saline County representative Frank Freeouf had failed to support the 

budget in the legislature, requiring armory rents to be reduced.451 In February 1934, the 

Hastings armory was destroyed by fire, and was later rebuilt using the original walls.452 

Beginning in the early 1930s, Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal” programs were 

intended to stimulate the economy, and as part of a national tour, he spoke in Fremont in 

September 1935. Seven Nebraska National Guard units assisted police with security.453 

The purpose of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) was to “move from the relief 

rolls to work on…projects or in private employment the maximum number of persons in 
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the shortest manner possible.”454 WPA funds could be used on military projects, and 

Herbert J. Paul urged communities with National Guard units to apply for armories.455  

In September 1935, Nebraska received $1.2 million from the WPA, including 

$650,000 earmarked for armories.456 Unfortunately, the state WPA administrator claimed 

he “could not spare the money…for so much building with a low ratio of labor to 

material” and only approved armories in Falls City and Kearney and a concrete boxing 

arena at Camp Ashland.457 It was estimated that the arena would give seventy-eight 

people work for three months, and each armory twenty-two people for seven months.458 

Nebraska National Guard armories also served their communities outside of military 

training. The new Kearney armory was opened on 25-26 January 1937 with a boxing 

tournament.459 The Chamber of Commerce held their annual banquet there on 22 

February, and Paul attended the building’s dedication.460 In 1934, the city of Beatrice 

favored building a new auditorium. In 1935, WPA funding was secured, and the design 

included a basement armory with a drill hall that doubled as a banquet hall, a soundproof 

small-bore rifle range, lockers, showers, and storage rooms.461 The building was not 

finished until early 1940, however.462 On 7 January 1939, three fugitives from Ohio 

broke into the Omaha armory (the old fire station at 1202 Dodge Streets463) to steal 

weapons. Butler B. Miltonberger and Captain Earl H. Kelso, who happened to be in the 

building at the same time, subdued Willard Brucks after a scuffle, but Brucks’ two 

accomplices escaped. Miltonberger was commended by Clyde E. McCormick, Amos 

Thomas, the Omaha police chief, and Robert L. Cochran for his bravery.464 

The Personnel of the Nebraska National Guard 
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The Nebraska National Guard’s officers and men ranged from key pillars in their 

communities to everyday next-door neighbors, and units’ personnel often mirrored the 

social hierarchy of their communities. Men’s leadership abilities as civilians and previous 

military experience often translated to leadership positions in the Nebraska National 

Guard. Walter H. Jurgensen, Nebraska’s lieutenant governor from 1933-1938, was a 

captain in the quartermaster section of the state staff from 1933-1937.465 Amos Thomas, 

an attorney, was president of the National Progressive Life Insurance Company, 

chairman of the Omaha Municipal Airport commission for ten years, and was assistant 

attorney general of Nebraska in 1920-1921.466 He was also a three-term state legislator 

from 1936-1942.467 Robert G. Douglas had been a teacher, and was the owner, editor, and 

publisher of the Benedict News-Herald and Osceola Record newspapers from 1901-

1923.468 Clyde E. McCormick had been a postal clerk since 1899, and also served as a 

civil service examiner.469 In 1922-1923, Marcus L. Poteet was a member of the 

committee that helped fund a new football stadium for the University of Nebraska.470 The 

March 1927 issue of The Bulletin, 134th Infantry, was devoted to Company C. Businesses 

supporting the company were listed, with the names of Guardsmen who were employees. 

The issue also thanked Barney Drummond, the “genial landlord” of the company’s 

armory in the Kimball Laundry building.471 The Lincoln Star wrote that the 110th 

Quartermaster Regiment had “one of the highest averages in enlisted personnel in the 

entire National Guard… The educational average of one company, which…[had] a Ph. D. 

for a corporal, [was] one year of college work completed.”472 

Enlisting in the National Guard below the legal minimum age of eighteen was not 

uncommon. Warren C. Wood, the son of Asa B. Wood, the founder and publisher of the 
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Gering Courier newspaper,473 enlisted in the Howitzer Company, 134th Infantry, at 

fifteen in March 1924. After rising to company first sergeant, he was commissioned as a 

second lieutenant in February 1932, becoming a first lieutenant in May 1939.474 Sixteen-

year-old Rex D. Alshouse enlisted in Company M, 134th Infantry, in October 1927. Three 

years later when he was discharged, he had been promoted to sergeant.475 In 1929, 

fifteen-year old LeRoy V. Olson accompanied his older brother Wilbur, a member of the 

Medical Detachment, 134th Infantry, to a drill. The younger Olson asked commander 

Major Rolland R. Ensor about enlisting, and remembered Ensor telling him, “Don’t let 

that [the age problem] bother you, get a note from your folks, come on down, and sign 

up.” Olson said, “I was young, but Major Ensor…made sure nothing happened to me.”476 

Burl M. Johnson, who enlisted in Company I, 134th Infantry, in November 1937 at 

fifteen, remarked, “I had three years of service…before I was old enough to join.”477  

Jacob R. Nanomantube, a World War I veteran, served in Company B, 134th 

Infantry, three separate times from the late 1920s to the late 1930s.478 In July 1938, he 

enlisted in the company for a fourth time, accompanied by his fourteen-year-old son 

Thurman, who successfully claimed to be eighteen.479 The pair served until discharged in 

October 1940.480 In Omaha, Robert L. Fowler recalled receiving “government cheese” 

and “government butter” as a boy in the early 1930s. In 1937, the sixteen-year-old Fowler 

heard from his mother about a place where he could make thirty dollars in fifteen days.481 

He intended to use the money to buy clothes for his last year of high school and said, “I 

had money enough left over to, I don’t know what, I can’t even remember whether I had 

a girlfriend then or not. I was going to say, ‘take a girlfriend to the movies,’ but I don’t 

think I even had a girlfriend then.”482  
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Fowler’s mother told him to go to Kresge’s Department Store downtown and ask 

for Albert B. Osborne, commander of Company L, 134th Infantry. On 22 July, Fowler 

met with Osborne and the company first sergeant, Louis P. Burmester, at the armory. 

Fowler filled out his enlistment papers and “bluffed it out” even though Burmester, “a 

big, mean-looking guy,” said, “you sure don’t look eighteen.”483 Robert’s younger 

brother James enlisted in Company L in July 1939.484 Foreign languages spoken by men 

of the 134th Infantry included Danish, French, German, Italian, Polish, Spanish, and 

Swedish, among others, and Company L had many members who lived in South Omaha, 

a haven for immigrants.485 Fowler said that, 

[W]e had a company commander, I think he was Irish, Kelso was his name. It was 

near St. Patrick’s Day, and I remember him…saying he had a whole company of 

Irishmen. Oh…probably thirty percent of our outfit was Italians, so he called them 

the Black Irish. Then we had…thirty percent that was probably Bohemian and 

Polish. And most of the guys in those days, well, they lived in South Omaha, so 

he called those guys South Omaha Irish, and the rest of them were halfway Irish, 

somehow… Basically what he was referring to, was the [company’s] nickname of 

Foreign Legion because we did have probably a greater variety of different 

nationalities…than any of the other units. [A]ll the other companies knew 

Company L by that nickname…486 

 

Company L could also boast of the dependable Edward E. Moe, who was not absent or 

tardy to a drill from late 1926 until his discharge in October 1940.487 At the 1936 

company banquet, Moe got a certificate from Herbert J. Paul, and in 1938, the company 

presented him with a gold watch.488 The National Guard was racially segregated like the 

rest of the U.S. military and limited African Americans to a handful of units, none of 

which were organized in Nebraska.489 

Paul appreciated how high school and college students brought the Nebraska 

National Guard “to a much higher standard and…morale is all that could be hoped 

for.”490 Nearly all of the original enlisted men of Company D, 134th Infantry were North 
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Platte High School students.491 In 1939, five Holdrege High School seniors received 

leave from training at Fort Crook to play in the school’s Thanksgiving football game.492 

John L. Cantoni enlisted in Company L, 134th Infantry, in January 1939 while studying 

business at Creighton University, hoping to take over his father’s restaurant.493 Graduates 

of the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) programs at Creighton and the 

University of Nebraska often served as National Guard officers.494 Richardson County, 

Nebraska, and adjacent Brown and Doniphan Counties in Kansas, contain the reservation 

of the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska. In August 1940, thirteen of the eighty-three 

men in Company B, 134th Infantry, were Native Americans, including Jacob and 

Thurman Nanomantube.495 Melvin White Cloud, a great-grandson of Jim White Cloud, 

the chief of the Iowa tribe from 1865-1940, enlisted in the company in October 1940.496  

Service in the Nebraska National Guard was also a family affair. Two of Herbert 

J. Paul’s sons,497 Herbert D. and James R. Paul, served alongside their father in Lincoln 

units of the Guard.498 In May 1935, the Howitzer Company, 134th Infantry, with sixty-

four men, had twelve pairs of brothers on its roster. The Gering Courier said that “This is 

just another reason why the…company boasts a personnel equalled [sic] by few in the 

state, and perhaps a reason why such fine showings are made in annual inspections.”499 

Many new members of the Nebraska National Guard in the late 1930s were sons of men 

who had gone with the Guard to the Mexican border and World War I. In Hastings, 

Elbert A. Dailey and John Eckerdt, Sr., enlisted in Company G, 5th Infantry, in 1916 and 

1917; John’s son John Jr. and Elbert’s son Lewis enlisted in Company G, 134th Infantry 

in February and June 1940, respectively.500 

Training and Command in the Nebraska National Guard 
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The backbone of the Nebraska National Guard’s training during the interwar 

period was the weekly drills. The training programs for the state’s three major units 

lasted from the end of one annual encampment until the beginning of the next, focusing 

on securing proficiency in basic, specialty, and tactical training so that all could be 

demonstrated at the annual encampment.501 The 134th Infantry’s program exemplified the 

National Guard’s role: 

(a) To maintain that stage of combat training which will enable each unit to be 

prepared at all times for immediate service in minor emergencies; for use by the 

State and Federal Governments; in the suppression of domestic disturbances, 

insurrections, or flood and tornado relief.  

(b) To provide a first line component of the Army for use by the Federal 

Government and available for combat, which can be expanded to war strength 

upon the outbreak of war.502 

 

New recruits were trained in the basics of soldiering by the most qualified instructors 

before participating in drills with their units. The 110th Medical Regiment’s Lincoln units 

used a separate “recruit detachment” for this purpose.503 During drills, all soldiers studied 

subjects including the Articles of War,504 military customs and courtesies, unit 

organization, and care of equipment.505 Infantrymen and quartermaster troops further 

mastered the care and use of their weapons, and trained in infantry tactics, riot control, 

and disaster relief.506 Medical troops learned human and equine anatomy and first aid. 

Work with live horses and mules was limited to the annual encampment, however.507  

The annual training at Camp Ashland increased the Nebraska National Guard’s 

combat readiness by allowing realistic application of the skills mastered during drills. 

Men served under continuous military discipline and used communal facilities. An 

athletic meet that promoted competition and team-building and increased morale and 

physical fitness closed each camp. Construction at Camp Ashland from the mid-1920s to 
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the mid-1930s used both state and federal funds. In 1924, the main road was resurfaced, a 

levee was built, and a swimming pool was dug.508 1925 brought a new 30,000-gallon 

water tower and sewer system,509 and in 1926, new bath house-latrines.510 In 1927 and 

1928, the camp got electric lights, and enlisted men’s mess halls and a headquarters 

building were built.511 In 1929 a recreation hall called “Memorial Hall” was built.512 In 

1931, the drill field was expanded and new target butts and a warehouse were built.513 In 

1934, concrete tent floors were poured for enlisted men’s tents.514  

Feeding nearly 2,000 men for two weeks was challenging, but benefitted 

Nebraskans in more ways than one. For example, in 1936, Harry C. Stein solicited 

various businesses for thirty-six tons of meat, vegetables, bread, coffee, sugar, flour, 

cornmeal, fats, 24,000 eggs, 2,700 gallons of milk, 204 cans of baking powder, 725 

pounds of salt, 130 pounds of tea, and “case after case of pepper.” In addition, “Jams, 

macaroni, noodles, pickles, cheese, evaporated milk, prunes, corn syrup, peas, green 

beans, corn…cherries…peaches…pineapple, grapefruit…raisins, soda, beets, kraut, 

oatmeal…and many other items [were] furnished…”515 Unopened items were returned, 

but most leftover rations were donated to charitable institutions including Father 

Flanagan’s Home for Boys and the Tabitha Home orphanage and senior care center in 

Omaha, or the state orthopedic hospital in Lincoln.516 Mess funds continued to allow the 

purchase of other foodstuffs that the state did not provide. 

 Horses and mules for the camp for riding or pulling wagons or carts were rented 

from local citizens or borrowed from nearby Regular Army units.517 The mules acted like 

mules often do, and officers were amused as they watched men from the cities try to 

harness and ride the cantankerous animals. In 1930, a mule polo game was attempted.518 
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The best rifle marksmen had a chance to qualify for the Nebraska National Guard rifle 

team that went to the annual National Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio, when funds were 

appropriated for the competition.519 In 1936, a three-day command post exercise 

(CPX)520 and mock battle was held during the second week of camp in which the “Blue” 

Nebraska National Guard forces aimed to capture the Platte River railroad bridge near 

Ashland from the imaginary “Red” forces, stressing defense against aircraft and 

mechanized forces.521 National Guard encampments and maneuvers gave Reserve 

officers opportunities for their required yearly two weeks of active duty training,522 and 

they were often attached to Nebraska National Guard units.523  

The athletic meet was the highlight of the camp. In 1929, each unit could enter a 

baseball, basketball, and “playground ball” team, two men for each track event, one man 

in each weight class in boxing and wrestling, and as many participants in each swimming 

event as they wished. The first five units to submit lists of participants got a point bonus 

(up to one hundred), and units earned ten points if they entered teams or had at least one 

man in all events or weight classes, plus an “entertainment” entry (“skits—songs—or any 

other entertainment”). Basketball teams, boxers and wrestlers got five points for entering 

and for each round they won. A semifinal win was worth ten points, while a finals win 

earned twenty-five. Swimmers and track athletes earned one point for third place, three 

points for second, and five points for a win.524 Units were proud of their athletic 

achievements, and used them as recruiting pitches.525 Beginning in 1930, soldiers at the 

camp could use a miniature golf course in their free time.526 

Nebraska’s governor reviewed the troops on “Governor’s Day.” Civilians were 

invited to attend, and crowds were routinely in the thousands.527 In 1925, Governor Adam 
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McMullen (1925-1929) said he “charged down the field on [his]…horse, looking as 

much as I could like Napoleon, [I] rode around the troops and took up my position…and 

the troops marched by and I reviewed my soldiers with great pride. It was a wonderful 

sight, those troops at their best. It was…the best camp ever held in the state.”528 In 1930, 

Governor Arthur J. Weaver (1929-1931) watched a demonstration of the Howitzer 

Company, 134th Infantry, and “himself took [the] lanyard and registered a hit on 

the…target” 600 yards away.529 Ribbons, medals, and trophies were given to individuals 

and units for military and athletic achievements. The 110th Medical Regiment unit with 

the best “paper work, kitchen inspection, and…drill” got the “Hilton Trophy,” while the 

Omaha Chamber of Commerce sponsored a trophy (a plaque from 1929 on) for the 134th 

Infantry unit with the “best efficiency in all…camp activities.”530 The “Fawell Trophy” 

(sponsored by a former Guardsman) recognized the best-drilled company at the camp.531 

The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce’s “magnificent silver loving cup” went to the unit 

with the best overall athletic performance; “this nearly always [went] to Co. H, the Grand 

Island machine-gunners, who [were] strong on fighters.”532 

In 1936, Camp Ashland hosted about 200 officers and men from the staffs of the 

35th Division, division special troops, and 70th Infantry Brigade, along with the division 

headquarters detachment and company and 35th Signal Company.533 In 1937, the division 

trained at Fort Riley, Kansas, with other Fourth Army units, the first time it assembled in 

one place.534 The maneuvers’ purpose was “training in mobilization, concentration, 

and…operations…conducted under realistic conditions of modern warfare simulated to 

the greatest practical degree.”535 Troops assembled on 15-16 August. 17-21 August were 

division training days, with schools and a “division field exercise,” while 22 August was 
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a rest day. The 35th Division’s unit training focused on writing and issuing orders, 

combining infantry with supporting artillery and air observation, defense against air and 

mechanized forces, and operating logistical units in different tactical situations. From 23-

26 August, the 35th Division maneuvered against a provisional cavalry division.536 On 27 

August, there was a critique followed by more division training. The troops returned 

home on 28-29 August.537  

The Nebraska National Guard in State Emergencies, 1922-1935 

Nebraska’s governors, the commanders-in-chief of its National Guard, used 

troops five times from 1922-1935 to response to civil unrest or natural disasters. In late 

1921, the Amalgamated Meat Cutters union went on a nationwide strike. About four 

hundred union workers at the Morton-Gregson plant in Nebraska City walked out on 5 

December.538 There were only occasional disturbances, but Nebraska federal judge 

Samuel Munger said that “it was only a question of time before the National Guard 

would be called in;” a brawl broke out between strikebreakers and workers on 25 January 

1922.539 City authorities asked for help, and on 28 January, Samuel R. McKelvie declared 

martial law in the precinct of Otoe County containing Nebraska City, ordering out the 

National Guard.540 With Robert G. Douglas in command, Companies A, B, G, I, and M, 

detachments from the 3rd Battalion Headquarters Company, 134th Infantry, and Hospital 

Company No. 130, 110th Medical Regiment, and several officers and men ordered by 

name went to Nebraska City. The first troops arrived that afternoon.541  

Herbert J. Paul ordered all “pool halls” and “soft drink parlors” closed, and 

prohibited “assemblages in the streets.” Vagrants were subject to arrest. Civilians had to 

surrender all weapons and ammunition and could not comment negatively on “the United 
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States or state of Nebraska or their officers.”542 A commission of officers tried people 

that were detained for violating the proclamation.543 Paul stated that “The conduct and 

appearance of…the command and their attitude towards persons with whom they come in 

contact is of extreme importance. Extreme care must be used to show no favors to either 

side…but duty must be performed firmly and courteously.”544 On 29 January, several 

assaults were reported, and Douglas ordered the streets cleared.545 Douglas, a state 

legislator, went to attend the session and Amos Thomas came to command the troops 

until he returned.546 The next day, the strike ended in Omaha, and in Nebraska City, 

things were “moving along smoothly and…the situation was well in hand.”547  

On 2 February, the Nebraska City workers ended their strike, but it was said “the 

stay of the troops [would] be determined by the manner in which local conditions shape 

themselves in the next few days.”548 McKelvie did not intend to call off the troops until 

he felt that the police could deal with any issues.549 On 5 February, hundreds of people, 

including specially-invited members of the Chamber of Commerce, watched a weapons 

demonstration by the 134th Infantry: 

The machine gun demonstration…was in charge of Captain Smiley of M 

Company, Seward. The Browning Automatic Rifle…was demonstrated…by 

“Top’ Sgt. Alex Reiber [sic] of G Company, Hastings. Bayonet drill was 

demonstrated by Private Fred Sherman of G Company. The riot gun was amply 

explained and…shown by Corp. W.E. Snyder of G Company, while the…service 

rifle was shown by Lt. F.B. O’Connell of I Company, Lincoln. The 45-caliber 

automatic pistol…was explained by Lt. Runyon of B Company, Falls City.550 

 

All student National Guardsmen were relieved to resume their studies.551 Nearly two 

dozen men were tried by the military commission for drunkenness, possession of 

weapons or liquor, or unlawful assembly. Sentences ranged from reprimands and fines to 

nine months in the county jail.552 On 6 February, the troops started home, beginning with 
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Company I. Company A left on 8 February, Company M (feeling “well treated”) on 10 

February, and the detachment of the Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 134th Infantry 

on 12 February. Companies B and G and the detachment of Hospital Company No. 130 

departed on 16 February as martial law ended and the military commission was 

dissolved.553 Paul was pleased with the operation, and Thomas felt “the morale and 

conduct of the troops…brought credit to the Nebraska National Guard.”554 Several men 

appealed their convictions, with two asserting to the federal district court of Nebraska 

that the military intervention was unwarranted and their sentences should not have 

extended past the time the military commission existed. Their argument was rejected, and 

the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals was also unconvinced.555 

On 8 May 1930, a tornado hit Hastings, killing one person and injuring several 

others.556 The mayor asked Arthur J. Weaver to mobilize Company G, 134th Infantry, and 

from 9-12 May, two officers and forty-four men who could be reached (many telephone 

lines had been knocked out) directed traffic and prevented looting.557 In late May 1935, 

heavy rains in Colorado, Wyoming, and southwestern Nebraska caused the Republican 

River, which flows west to east through south-central Nebraska, to begin to rise.558 On 

30-31 May, the river’s wrath forced people to flee, with several reported drowned.559 The 

next day, two villages in Dundy County were swept away amidst severe storms, with the 

death toll estimated at anywhere from fifty-two to 250.560 On 1 June, with Cochran out of 

state, Walter H. Jurgensen declared an emergency, mobilizing the National Guard.561  

Herbert J. Paul was ordered to “immediately take charge…and render all possible 

assistance and aid, using whatever troops…necessary.” With Guy N. Henninger in 

command, the Headquarters and Medical Detachments, 137th Motor Transport Company, 
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and 119th and 120th Wagon Companies of the 35th Division Train and the 130th 

Ambulance Company, 166th Hospital Company, and a detachment of the Service 

Company, 110th Medical Regiment, responded. The Holdrege Citizen reported how 

Guardsmen assisted in “the more sensational rescue work” by wading into the water with 

ropes tied around their waists or using small motorboats, including “a family taken from 

the wreck of their house, lodged on a tree in the roaring stream, west of Alma.”562 The 

medical units established aid stations.563 Seventy-eight people were rescued, and several 

bodies were recovered.564 On 3 June, Company D, 134th Infantry, was alerted in case the 

Platte River flooded, but the company was stood down the next day.565 On 4 June, the 

National Guard returned home and civilians took over the relief operation.566 Twenty-one 

officers and 237 men were used, which cost the state $4,878.38.567 

The Omaha Traction Company, which ran streetcars in the city and neighboring 

Council Bluffs, Iowa, had clashed with organized labor since 1909. On 20 April 1935, 

268 workers went on strike after the company refused their demands.568 The company 

fired them, hired strikebreakers to run the streetcars, and four days later, “the first two 

cars were sent out…with thick wire covering the windows…armed guards on board, and 

escorted by police cars.” Tensions continued until three nights of rioting began in South 

Omaha on 12 June, in which two men were killed and many people were injured.569 After 

threats were made against the streetcar company’s stockholders, local businesses, and the 

police, and “an unusual number of weapons and ammunition” were purchased early on 15 

June, city officials realized the police could not handle the situation. Cochran again 

happened to be out of state, so Jurgensen declared martial law and ordered out the 
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National Guard. The Omaha World-Herald wrote that “Street cars, the object of the 

mobs’ fury, were sent to the barns before dark.”570  

Herbert J. Paul proclaimed that “all persons who have…given aid or…supported 

the lawlessness” could “return to peaceful occupation” if they would not associate with 

“any lawless person or persons.” Alcohol sales were banned between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 

a.m. “All assemblages in the streets and parks of…Omaha and its suburbs and 

subdivisions” were prohibited, civilians could not defame the troops, and vagrants were 

subject to arrest.571 A military commission was established.572 Paul warned the 

troublemakers to disperse, threatening to use “sickening” and “knockout” gases for riot 

control. The first troops went into South Omaha around 9 PM on 15 June, and by 

nightfall, 650 had arrived. By noon the next day, 103 officers and 1,273 men from every 

Nebraska National Guard unit except the two regimental bands, the 130th Collecting 

Company, and the 110th Veterinary Company, were in the city.573  

The troops were billeted in the armory and various public buildings.574 The 

Omaha Daily Bee-News wrote that the Guardsmen’s presence was felt with “details 

assigned to car barns, bridges, and power centers,” and roving truck patrols to respond 

quickly to trouble.575 Streetcar service resumed, and Robert L. Cochran, who had 

hurriedly returned to Omaha, vowed that the troops would not be used as 

strikebreakers.576 Jurgensen, who briefly was commander-in-chief of the Guard, reverted 

to one of Herbert J. Paul’s subordinates upon Cochran’s return.577 As the occupation’s 

scale would require an emergency legislative session to deal with funding, Cochran 

ordered that negotiations begin so “peaceful and normal” streetcar service could resume 

on 21 June.578 On 17 June, Cochran rejected the streetcar company’s proposal, and the 
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cars went back in their barns.579 Alcohol sales resumed, but five troublesome bars 

remained closed.580 Streetcars started running again on 18 June, and the arbitrators 

reconvened the next morning.581 A temporary settlement allowed the strikers to return to 

work at their old wage, and the troops dispersed on the 21st.582  

Ten men were charged by the military commission for violating the alcohol 

policy. Eight were found guilty, and each punished with fines and ten to fifteen days in 

jail.583 Two other men each received thirty days in jail for defaming the troops. “A large 

number of other matters were investigated, on which no charges were filed.”584 Robert L. 

Cochran’s daughter called her father’s order for the Omaha Traction Company and 

striking workers to negotiate while using the National Guard to maintain peace “so 

unusual…when three western governors…recently used their militias to force strikers 

into submission.”585 “Not a shot was fired” during the occupation, and the National 

Guard was commended by labor leaders, newspapermen, and veterans for its impartiality 

and professionalism.586 The state had to pay $34,339.46, and the Adjutant General’s 

Office appreciated how Cochran tried to avoid unnecessary expenses.587 Captain Fred C. 

Petersen of Company D, 134th Infantry, thanked North Platte businesses for letting his 

soldiers miss work, and Amos Thomas recognized Miltonberger and his battalion for 

the...manner in which [you] functioned while on emergency duty…. You were 

assigned a very difficult area to police, which required tact, judgment and skill to 

properly handle, and I do not recall receiving a single complaint from the manner 

in which any members of your command functioned, and the proof of the 

efficiency…is…there was never the slightest trouble…in your area.588 

 

Starting in 1931, Nebraska irrigation officials tried to gain control of the 

headgates of Scotts Bluff County’s Mitchell Irrigation District on the Platte River, just 

inside the Wyoming border.589 In August 1935, amid the court fight, the District was 
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ordered to close its headgates so more senior appropriators could get water first.590 Their 

refusal was met with blockage of their canal with a sandbag dam south of the village of 

Henry.591 The state sued the District for contempt of court, and some unruly farmers dug 

a ditch to divert water around the dam.592 The District voted against the state’s ultimatum, 

and Robert L. Cochran declared martial law in the county on 28 August.593 Company E 

and the Howitzer Company, 134th Infantry, protected state workers tending the dam and 

watched for trespassers.594 A military commission was established, but there were no 

disturbances or arrests and the Scottsbluff Daily Star-Herald wrote that “no difficulty in 

the future [was] anticipated.”595 The peacefulness let Company E return to Scottsbluff on 

31 August.596 Guardsmen were replaced by sheriff’s deputies as martial law ended on 4 

September, and the Howitzer Company went back to Gering.597 Fifteen officers and 115 

men were used, which cost the state $3,639.69.598 

The Nebraska National Guard Prepares for Federal Service, 1939-1940 

On 1 September 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland, beginning World War II in 

Europe. Seven days later, Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed a limited national 

emergency, ordering an increase in the size of the U.S. military.599 The Regular Army’s 

enlisted strength was increased to 227,000, augmented by Reserve officers ordered to 

active duty, while the National Guard’s enlisted strength was increased to 235,000, 

“with…increases in commissioned strength as is essential for command.” The fourth 

increment of 5,000 officers and men was included in this figure.600 Seven more days of 

annual training and twelve more drills were to be completed before 31 January 1940.601 

On 21 September, Adjutant General Henninger was authorized to add 225 men to the 

134th Infantry, and “less than five hours after the York News-Times…[announced] 
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that…30 men would be received by the York unit…18 men completed their 

enlistment.”602 John G. Holzenberg, a veteran of Company C, 134th Infantry, from 1925-

1928, reenlisted in September 1939.603 Interwar War Department policy discouraged men 

who had dependents from enlisting or reenlisting, and in 1939, National Guard officials 

obeyed new, stricter, regulations.604 In Hastings, the Morning Spotlight wrote that “a 

number of married men sought admittance, but were turned down.”605 On 30 September, 

the National Guard had 204,219 officers and men.606 

After Richard F. Stout died unexpectedly on 15 October, Arthur F. Young was 

made division judge advocate (according him a lieutenant colonel’s rank), with Maurice 

B. Nye commissioned a captain as his assistant.607 On 19 October, Henninger was 

notified to plan the additional training.608 Fort Crook was selected as the site.609 Robert L. 

Cochran urged employers and educators to allow men’s absence without penalty.610 

Captain Dean E. Coonley of Company C, 134th Infantry, said that businesses should 

“cheerfully and honestly make every effort” to give time off, and “the necessity to have 

a…force competent to afford the protection of our homes and businesses…calls for a 

sacrifice on the part of all concerned.”611 Because of limited accommodations, the 

Nebraska National Guard trained in two groups, from 26 November-2 December 1939 

and 27 December 1939-2 January 1940.612 Walter E. McConnaughey made sure the first 

group got a proper Thanksgiving dinner.613 Officers of the 35th Division, 69th Infantry 

Brigade, 110th Medical Regiment, and 110th Quartermaster Regiment attended classes at 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, from 3-9 December 1939.614 Infantrymen trained in military 

intelligence, marches, scouting and patrolling, and small-unit tactics. Quartermaster 

troops were instructed in the operation and maintenance of motor vehicles and defense 
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against air and mechanized forces. Medical troops applied their skills during a field 

exercise with the 134th Infantry, treating mock casualties at two aid stations while 

emphasizing defense against air attacks and chemical weapons.615 

Increased National Guard funding for FY 1941 allowed for sixty drills and 

participation in major three-week Army maneuvers planned for summer 1940.616 The 

Omaha World-Herald urged businesses to accommodate the absence, writing that “If 

their men know that their jobs will not be jeopardized…they will devote more energy 

toward training, learn more, and return…with renewed vigor.”617 In April and May 1940, 

Nazi Germany invaded Denmark, Norway, the Low Countries, and France in 

succession.618 George C. Marshall held a staff meeting to discuss preparedness. On 20 

June 1940, bills proposing the first peacetime conscription in American history were 

introduced in Congress. France surrendered five days later.619 Congress appropriated 

funds to increase the Regular Army to 280,000 enlisted men, and later to 375,000.620 

Both Roosevelt and Marshall desired to mobilize the National Guard, with the latter 

weakening his objections to conscription.621 Marshall wanted to use the National Guard 

to defend U.S. interests in the Western Hemisphere, free Regular Army units for 

emergency use, and train draftees should conscription become law.622 The Chief of the 

National Guard Bureau, Major General John F. Williams, wanted National Guard units at 

their maximum allowed strength by the end of June. The National Guard had 241,612 

officers and men by that date, and the shortfall of enlisted men was only 7,349, or an 

average of two per unit.623 The officer allotment of the Nebraska National Guard’s three 

regiments was increased to peace strength, and infantry battalion commanders were 

authorized promotion to lieutenant colonel.624 On 29 July, Roosevelt asked Congress for 
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permission to order the Army’s reserve components to active duty, and a resolution (SJR 

286) was introduced the next day.625  

Personnel turnover in the National Guard increased as mobilization loomed.626 

Men under the rank of staff sergeant with dependents627 or employed in national defense 

jobs628 were urged to resign. Men with less than four months left in their enlistments 

would be discharged at induction, so they were asked to apply for discharge and reenlist 

for three years. If discharged at induction, they could reenlist without losing their rank, 

but it was required to be in the “Army of the United States” (AUS) without specification 

of a component, rather than the National Guard.629 Men whose enlistments expired in 

federal service would return home, and if they desired to reenlist, it also had to be in the 

AUS.630 Underage enlistments were scrutinized,631 medical examinations were 

readministered, and officers’ qualifications were checked.632 Between 23 July 1940 and 

the inductions of their respective units, 96,043 officers and men were discharged from the 

National Guard.633 The number was entirely made up and Williams praised the 

“recruiting ability…loyalty…and energy of all members of the National Guard,” but 

many new soldiers had to be quickly trained.634 Between 23 July and 22 December 1940, 

five officers and 327 men left the Nebraska National Guard because of dependents, three 

officers and twelve men for “physical disability,” and five officers, one warrant officer, 

and 443 men for “other reasons.”635 Arthur A. Aaron had first enlisted in the Nebraska 

National Guard in 1916, later serving in the infantry and engineers in the occupation of 

the Rhineland until 1923. After considering current world conditions, he enlisted in 

Company M, 134th Infantry, in August 1940.636 
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From 4-24 August, the 35th Division participated the Seventh Corps Area 

concentration of the Fourth Army maneuvers near Camp Ripley, Minnesota. The 

maneuvers involved about 45,000 troops in three infantry divisions with supporting 

infantry, artillery, cavalry, and air forces. After three days of preparation, the “Blue” 

force (the 35th Division, Minnesota’s 92nd Infantry Brigade, and Arkansas’ 153rd Infantry 

Regiment) attacked Camp Ripley, which was defended by the “Red” force (the Regular 

Army 6th Division and the National Guard 34th Division). A critique followed.637 The 

Nebraska Adjutant General’s Office was only able to pay enlisted men $0.40 a day at 

Camp Ripley instead of $1.00 because of a decrease in appropriations, increase in the size 

of the National Guard, and longer training.638 In mid-August, Camp Joseph T. Robinson, 

an Arkansas National Guard facility north of Little Rock, was announced as the 35th 

Division’s training station.639 SJR 286, allowing the president to order the Army’s reserve 

components and retired Regular Army soldiers to active duty for one year, became law 

on 27 August. Like the Selective Training and Service Act, it contained a provision for 

Congress to allow the president to extend the period of service.640 Reservists could not 

serve outside the Western Hemisphere except in U.S. territories and possessions, and 

their civilian jobs were safeguarded.641 Roosevelt issued an executive order inducting the 

first increment of National Guard units, and 63,646 officers and men reported for duty on 

16 September.642 Units were inducted at existing strength, and could enlist men for one-

year terms in the AUS to reach peace strength before leaving for training.643 Federal 

legislation explicitly allowed states to create state defense forces.644 

The conscription act also became law on 16 September.645 Under the Selective 

Training and Service Act, men aged twenty-one to thirty-five were liable for impartial 
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selection (draftees soon became colloquially known as “selectees”) for one year of 

service in the Army followed by service in a reserve component for ten years, until they 

turned forty-five, or were discharged. The Navy initially was not included in the act. If 

Congress declared that national security was threatened, the president could extend the 

one year of service.646 Selectees could not be “necessary men” working in the “national 

health, safety, or interest,”647 have dependents,648 or otherwise be deferred, and had to be 

physically, mentally and morally fit.649 Except in wartime, not more than 900,000 

selectees could be in service at a time.650 Like SJR 286, the act included territorial 

restrictions on service and protection for men’s jobs.651 On 19 September, the War 

Department announced that the 35th Division would be inducted into federal service on 

25 November.652 In September and October, Nebraska’s state staff of seven officers,653 

state detachment of six men,654 and Guy N. Henninger were inducted into federal service 

to support implementing conscription in the state, with Henninger made state director of 

Selective Service.655 Men wishing to beat the draft by enlisting for a year in the Regular 

Army were disappointed when their attempts were rejected, but one-year enlistments in 

the AUS for the Regular Army were allowed beginning in late September.656  

The setting of a definite date for the Nebraska National Guard’s mobilization 

increased the urgency of the decision many men had to make about remaining in their 

civilian activities or leaving for military service. Ten officers were county officials, one 

was a postmaster, and one was a state legislator.657 Sergeant Dean E. Grass of York was 

school superintendent in Doniphan, in Adams County.658 The University of Nebraska let 

students who entered military service pause their classes, while seniors at the Nebraska 

State Teachers College in Kearney got their diplomas if they had less than a semester 
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remaining.659 About eighty-five students at the University of Nebraska were National 

Guardsmen, including five athletic department staff and ten athletes involved in fall or 

spring sports.660 Nearly two dozen Guardsmen attended the Nebraska State Teachers 

College.661 Eleven members of the 134th Infantry went to the University of Omaha; four 

left school after hearing the National Guard could be mobilized, while seven chose to 

attend until inducted.662 Other Guardsmen went to Concordia Teachers College in 

Seward,663 Hastings College,664 and the Nebraska State Teachers College at Peru.665 In 

Omaha, Staff Sergeant Lysle I. Abbott convinced five of his friends to enlist.666 The “six 

musketeers” went to Dundee Elementary School and Central High School together, and 

the five felt that by enlisting, they could avoid the uncertainty of the draft and advance 

more readily in rank.667 Ward R. Schick said he “wanted to get [his] year of service over 

with,” and enlisted in Company D, 134th Infantry, with his friends.668 First Sergeant 

Willard G. Cole, a member of Company K, 134th Infantry, for eleven years, was joined 

by his sons Robert and Earl in September 1938 and September 1940, respectively.669 In 

mid-October, the Nebraska Adjutant General’s Office prohibited further discharges for 

business or educational reasons.670 

On 16 October, men were required to register with their local draft boards, and all 

one-year enlistments in the AUS were stopped. Thereafter, enlistments could be made in 

National Guard units before induction in the Inactive National Guard to bring them from 

maintenance to peace strength, with active and inactive Guardsmen inducted together into 

federal service.671 Nebraska’s Inactive National Guard was constituted on 1 November 

and publicized in newspapers statewide.672 Inactive enlistments could boost the 134th 

Infantry’s strength from a maximum of 1,290 enlisted men to 1,805,673 the 110th Medical 
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Regiment from 419 to 456,674 and the 110th Quartermaster Regiment from 339 to 579.675 

Units touted the advantages of the National Guard to draft-eligible men, such as picking 

their branch of service or unit or serving with their friends.676 Nebraska City Guardsmen 

placed advertisements in store windows, many of which said, “This firm recommends 

single men of good character to join the local National Guard company.”677 To shelter 

soldiers before winter, National Guard training camps had to be completed on short 

notice, a “construction man’s nightmare.”678 Work did not start at Camp Robinson until 

mid-September, and on 7 November, Henninger learned the 35th Division’s induction had 

been postponed.679 On 30 November, Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8605, inducting 

the 35th Division, 110th Observation Squadron, and 153rd Infantry Regiment into federal 

service on 23 December 1940.680  

The Nebraska National Guard played a significant role in the sociopolitical life of 

its state during the interwar period. The Guard’s various forms of “presence” in its 

communities ensured its success. Many Nebraska National Guardsmen, especially 

officers, had key roles in local and state business and politics. Their occupations ranged 

from legislators, lawyers, doctors, and judges to clerks, blacksmiths, cobblers, students, 

teachers, and grocers. Underage enlistment was often overlooked, and fathers, sons, and 

brothers served side by side. Weekly drills and the annual encampment at Camp Ashland, 

Nebraska, brought federal and state money into communities, especially during the Great 

Depression. Unit armories also served a social purpose, hosting banquets, wrestling 

matches, and dances. Businesses and business organizations supported the Nebraska 

National Guard. Most workplaces permitted their employees time off to attend the annual 
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encampment, which was as much a sporting event as it was a demonstration of military 

training, with trophies and medals awarded for athletic and military achievements.  

The trust and understanding between the Nebraska National Guard and its state’s 

citizens was strengthened when it assisted during natural disasters and civil unrest five 

times between 1922 and 1935. In January and February 1922, National Guardsmen kept 

order during a meat packers’ strike in Nebraska City, while in May 1930, they assisted 

tornado victims in Hastings. In June 1935, they rescued flood victims in south-central 

Nebraska and maintained peace while the governor mediated a streetcar workers strike in 

Omaha, while in August and September, they intervened in a water rights dispute in 

Scotts Bluff County. During the Great Depression, Nebraskans continued to serve their 

state in the National Guard, many motivated by the money they could receive for their 

service. Relief for the underfunded National Guard started to come in the mid-1930s from 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, and as tensions in the world grew with the rise of 

Nazi Germany and the Imperial Japanese Empire. In August 1940, Roosevelt ordered the 

reserve components of the U.S. Army to active duty for one year. In his biennial report to 

the governor for 1939-1940, Guy N. Henninger wished 

To express his appreciation to our Commander-in-Chief, to the officers and 

enlisted men of the Nebraska National Guard, to the scores of Chambers of 

Commerce and public service organizations, and to the thousands of loyal and 

patriotic citizens who have readily cooperated…with their help, energy, and moral 

support, thereby materially aiding in bringing about a bigger and better Nebraska 

National Guard with its present high state of efficiency.681 
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Chapter 3 

Adopted Sons of Arkansas: The Nebraska National Guard at Camp Robinson, 1941 

In December 1940 and January 1941, nearly 3,000 Nebraska National Guardsmen 

prepared for the trip to Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas, for one year of training. 

Nearly twenty years of uninterrupted peaceful interactions with their communities had 

cemented the Nebraska National Guard’s positive reputation with its state’s citizens. This 

would pay dividends during the troops’ training, as National Guardsmen and civilians 

were brought together in various ways. Soon after arriving at Camp Robinson in January 

and commencing basic training, men from Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and other 

Midwestern states, part of the United States’ first program of peacetime conscription, 

were assigned to the 35th Division to bring it to full strength. Throughout 1941, War 

Department officials, unit commanders, and relatives and friends at home made 

continuous efforts to make the transition from civilian life to life on active duty as 

smooth as possible for both the National Guardsmen and conscripts. 

Nebraska National Guard units participated in major maneuvers in Tennessee, 

Arkansas, and Louisiana in summer and fall 1941, earning several commendations. As 

many National Guardsmen and conscripts savored their early release from active service 

in fall 1941 while others soldiered on, two threats a world away were close to becoming 

very real. Nazi Germany conquered Poland, Denmark, Norway, the Low Countries, and 

France in 1939 and 1940, and invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941. The Imperial 

Japanese Empire continued aggressive actions in China, southeast Asia, and the Pacific, 

and on the morning of 7 December 1941, its forces attacked the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet 

anchorage at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Now at war with Japan and Germany, the officers and 
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men of the Nebraska National Guard faced an uncertain future, but were as prepared as it 

was possible to be for what lay ahead.  

On the morning of 23 December 1940, the three officers of Nebraska’s 35th 

Division staff detachment, four officers of the 69th Infantry Brigade headquarters, seventy 

officers, one warrant officer, and 1,576 men of the 134th Infantry Regiment, thirty-eight 

officers and 562 men of the 110th Quartermaster Regiment, and twenty-eight officers, one 

warrant officer, and 446 men of the 110th Medical Regiment reported to their armories.682 

In Kansas and Missouri, the other 9,330 personnel of the 35th Division also obeyed the 

call.683 The Lincoln Star wrote that, “In some towns the fire sirens sounded to summon 

the guardsmen; in others they met at the pre-arranged time in a central location.”684 

Quarters had to be improvised because of inadequate armories; Lincoln units used the 

Central Hotel at 12th and P Streets, while Omaha units used the old Clarkson Hospital at 

21st and Howard. In some communities, city or school auditoriums became barracks and 

men were fed at local restaurants, being allowed to go home to sleep each night.685  

Many men enlisted only days before mobilization, requiring intensive drill.686 

Robert L. Fowler, now a corporal, recalled hijinks that undoubtedly upset his officers: 

By this time, we thought we were real soldiers. Of course…some of us thought 

we was good at manual of arms687 and the fancy stuff… One of them was an ’03 

bolt operated [M1903 Springfield bolt-action rifle]. We had a deal…you popped 

right and brought it up to inspection arms, then you flipped it over with the bolt 

open. Holding onto the knob, you spun your rifle, and then as you brought it back 

into the port position, you shoved the bolt home and down. On the ’03 rifle, there 

was a little lever back there [on the bolt]. In one position, it would lock down 

[safe]. Another position, it was used for firing. And another…was used to take 

[the bolt] out to get it clean. And so we used to sneak up on a guy that was going 

to be doing this…and we’d put it on cleaning position [laughs]. So we did this to 

one guy, and he was up on top of the stairs…the stairs was halfway up here to a 

landing and then halfway up this way, and there was windows right here on this 

[middle] level. That rifle went down those stairs and out through that window, 
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and then two stories down to the ground [laughs]. There was a little bit of static 

on that one, because that was government property that was being abused…688 

 

Eighteen Nebraska National Guardsmen holding NGUS commissions were inducted as 

officers.689 Most had previously reached noncommissioned officer (NCO) rank.690 

Historian Michael E. Weaver, studying the Pennsylvania National Guard, criticized the 

loss in enlisted leadership this process could cause if key men held commissions. He 

wrote that “these…men would leave the enlisted ranks for the officer corps…during 

mobilization and the influx of…recruits in need of the guidance of experienced 

sergeants,” and also questioned the leadership abilities of some of these new officers.691  

 Enlisted men were given final medical examinations (officers would be examined 

after arriving at camp), clothing and equipment were issued, and paperwork was cleared 

up.692 The number of men medically disqualified was “unusually low.”693 In the 134th 

Infantry, only fifty-two men were discharged.694 Some units solicited their communities 

for funds for purchases at camp, while other units were given money as gifts.695 On 31 

December, detachments of the 110th Medical and Quartermaster Regiments left to 

prepare Camp Robinson for the troops. On 2 January 1941, the rest of both regiments 

followed. A detachment of the Service Company, 134th Infantry, left on 4 January, and 

the rest of the regiment two days later.696 In Nebraska City, 2,000 people braved snow 

and cold to see off the Headquarters Detachment, 1st Battalion, and Company A, 134th 

Infantry, while in Beatrice, 3,000 attended a parade in honor of Company C.697  

 When the troops arrived at Camp Robinson, essential facilities were completed, 

but workers were still putting the finishing touches on the post. Private Patrick Weishapl, 

of Company B, 110th Medical Regiment, observed that, “As the train puffed into camp, 

we could see hundreds of men working with diesel powered shovels, caterpillars, trucks 
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and…hammers and saws.… To the right of us was the frame work for a new recreation 

hall and just a ways from that was the foundation for a new refrigerated store house.”698 

Some men were tasked with digging rocks out of the dirt so slate sidewalks could be 

laid.699 According to historians Lenore Fine and Jesse A. Remington, the expanded Camp 

Robinson was described as an “ideal layout,” having “a compact arrangement of 

regimental areas; short roads and utilities lines; a centrally located storage depot; and an 

unusually good concept for landscaping and site development.” There were tented 

sleeping quarters, latrines, bathhouses, mess halls, and recreation buildings.700 The 

University of Nebraska football team accepted an invitation to the 1941 Rose Bowl, and 

Guardsmen who were players and coaches could request leave to participate.701 

Unfortunately, an unaware Private Francis S. Greenlief, of Company G, 134th Infantry, 

obediently reported to his unit. He recalled how “there were other fellows on the 

team…in the Guard and they were smarter than me. They didn’t report and…didn’t get 

into trouble.” The Cornhuskers lost to the Stanford Indians, twenty-one to thirteen.702  

The 35th Division’s training schedule was written by the division staff following 

War Department guidelines and supervised by Regular Army personnel.703 After arrival, 

there would be two weeks of “housekeeping.” Thirteen weeks of basic training would 

start on 20 January with two weeks of instruction in military fundamentals, followed by 

eight weeks of company, two weeks of battalion, and one week of regimental training.704 

During this period, more experienced Guardsmen would form cadres for training units to 

instruct the selectees that would arrive beginning in February.705 Starting on 19 May, 

twelve weeks of progressive unit training as combat teams would prepare the division for 

major maneuvers in the summer and fall.706 Because of shortages of personnel and 
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housing, the enlisted strength of National Guard infantry regiments was temporarily 

limited to 2,660 rather than the normal wartime figure of 3,325.707  

During basic training, forty-four hours a week were devoted to instruction in 

military customs and courtesies, care of clothing and equipment, close-order708 and 

extended-order drill,709 guard duty, physical exercise, marches, and bivouacs. Other 

topics included first aid, defense against chemical attack, and the principles of 

marksmanship. Later parts of the training included instruction in specific military 

occupations. Four hours a week were for inspections, and four additional “free” hours 

allowed training to be shifted around in case of bad weather.710 Camp Robinson soon 

would become known for its incessant winter and spring rains, resulting in seas of 

mud.711 Captain Merven F. Myers of Company B, 134th Infantry, told the Falls City 

Journal that, “I have been…surprised at the enthusiasm and zeal with which the boys 

have entered upon this training. They never seem to be tired and never loaf—just hit the 

ball all the time.”712 Myers also thanked Falls Citians for their monetary assistance, 

which let the company buy an electric washing machine.713 Men from Companies A and 

B, 110th Medical Regiment were transferred to form the cadre for Company C, from 

Companies D and E for Company F, and from Companies G and H for Company I.714 

The Nebraska National Guard’s morale at Camp Robinson was positively affected 

by a favorable allocation of manpower. The War Department tried to ensure National 

Guard units received their initial selectee “fillers” from in or near their home states.715 On 

14 January, the 35th Division headquarters requested 3,206 selectees from Missouri,716 

2,884 from Kansas,717 2,062 from Nebraska,718 and 994 from Arkansas.719 The Arkansans 

were intended for the 153rd Infantry, attached to the division for administration and 
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training. Nebraska’s Selective Service call of 2,062 men was by far the state’s largest 

thus far.720 Douglas County’s ten draft boards were directed to call a total of 408 men, 

while in contrast, the Arthur and Hooker County boards were to summon only one man 

each.721 1,148 men were intended for the 134th Infantry Regiment, 552 for the 110th 

Medical Regiment, and 362 for the 110th Quartermaster Regiment.722 Schedules called for 

twenty-nine men from Richardson County to enter service at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

on 10 February, 115 from nine counties in the Nebraska panhandle723 at Fort Francis E. 

Warren, Wyoming,724 from 7-10 February, and 1,918 from the state’s eighty-three other 

counties at the National Guard armory in Omaha from 5-28 February.725 After several 

days at the Fort Leavenworth reception center for processing, they would go on to Camp 

Robinson. Ralph E. Truman intended to send men to units from their home states, saying, 

“I think these men will be happier…than if we just scattered them anywhere… 

Furthermore, a lot…probably are already acquainted with soldiers from their localities 

who are now in camp.”726 The division expected to get 7,109 men before 25 February.727 

Some or all of the selectees in several Nebraska counties volunteered for 

induction before they would have otherwise been called.728 As older men were medically 

disqualified or deferred because of their occupation or dependents at a higher rate, most 

selectees before U.S. entry into World War II were in their early twenties.729 Roy G. 

Jorgensen, of Cozad, Nebraska, assigned to Company E, 134th Infantry, wrote to the 

Cozad Local about his early experiences in the Army: 

Tuesday morning, February 18, we bid farewell…and pulled out of the 

station at Lexington…headed for Omaha. During the first part of our journey we 

stayed awake and had lots of fun; however…most of us had a wink or two of 

sleep before arriving at Omaha at 9 a.m.… In Omaha we were kept in a group and 

were confined in the Armory building in that city. During the morning we 
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underwent a…physical examination. Time passed slowly that day due to the fact 

we had nothing to do.  

Finally, we were finger-printed and went through the procedure of being 

“sworn in” after which someone piped up “We’re in the Army now.” After that 

we were loaded up and “trucked” back to the depot and soon found ourselves on a 

train headed for Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. We arrived…at nine o’clock that 

evening—a very weary group of young men. As soon as our names were checked 

we were taken to the barracks. Here we spent our first night on army cots… These 

barracks are large…made to accommodate about fifty men each.  

The next morning after breakfast…we had our first lesson on making a 

bed. While most of us were slow on catching on, we grasped the idea after a few 

trials and many errors. During that morning we also took a mental examination. 

This was for the classification of the individual and consisted of mental arithmetic 

problems, a vocabulary test and the counting of blocks…in arrangements of 

different sizes and shapes. During our stay…we got our first taste of army life, 

and to some of us it didn’t taste too good. This probably was because of the 

sudden change…to life in the army.  

The next day we were issued our uniforms, and care was taken to see that 

they fit perfectly—and we appreciated this. We also received our vaccination for 

small pox and our first shot for typhoid… We were ordered to send our civilian 

clothes home—so this was done. On Friday…we boarded the train for Camp 

Robinson… The trip took about eighteen hours. We were provided with sleeper 

cars, and good food, so we all enjoyed the trip. There were about 300 of us, so we 

had a special train. 

Upon arriving…we were surprised to find a camp almost entirely different 

than the one at Fort Leavenworth. This camp is much larger and is divided by 

streets and allys [sic], such as a regular town. Instead of the houses…here we 

found tents. These are our living quarters, and they are about eighteen feet square, 

have wooden floors, and are boarded up partway on each side. We have a small 

gas stove…and we also have electric lights. Each tent accommodates five men. 

Since coming to Camp Robinson, we have been doing some drilling, as well as 

attending classes. We have had some training in manual of arms, and find it all 

very interesting. We are getting used to army life now and have learned to like it. 

Hoping this finds you Cozadites O.K., I am, 

 

Sincerely,  

Private Roy G. Jorgensen, 

Co. E, 134th Inf.730 

 

At the peak of reception, over 300 selectees arrived at the camp each day, met by 

the bands of the regiments to which they were to be assigned.731 Dear Old Nebraska U,” 

the University of Nebraska’s fight song, was one of the 134th Infantry Band’s fixtures.732 

Based on population density, induction, and assignment schedules, some Nebraska units 
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got many selectees from in or near their hometowns, while others did not. The 134th 

Infantry let its new men pick their units so that they potentially could serve with men they 

knew.733 Private First Class Lester P. Schick of the regimental band observed how “A 

very careful effort is being made…to attach each new man to whatever company he 

wishes,” and that “the effort is being made to show…every consideration possible, and to 

make them feel at home.”734  

 Clyde E. McCormick held meetings in the regimental recreation hall where he 

introduced himself and his staff to the new men, let them choose their units (provided 

they were not already filled), and turned them over to guides who took them to their 

quarters. Below a picture of a reunion of three selectees and three Guardsmen who had 

known each other, the Omaha World-Herald wrote, “Scenes like this were reenacted 

many times at Camp Robinson, Ark., as many old friends were reunited.”735 On 19 

February, Company A, 134th Infantry, got seven men from towns in adjacent Cass 

County, one from Broken Bow, and because some Iowans had also been inducted at Fort 

Leavenworth, one was from Corning, Iowa.736 Nineteen men came the next week, but 

most were from Kansas. Thirty-four from Otoe County and southeast Nebraska arrived 

on 28 February and 2 March.737 Based on their civilian jobs or skills and the Army’s 

immediate needs, some February selectees were not assigned to Camp Robinson at all. 

The Seward Independent wrote that, “Many had planned on…a home town reunion, and 

will now have to readjust their plans in accordance with the wishes of Uncle Sam, under 

whose guidance they have…submitted themselves.”738 Many men sent to Company M 

were from central and eastern Nebraska towns such as Crete, Dwight, Grand Island, 

Hastings, Loma, and Madison; only one was from Seward, as the county’s other selectees 
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had gone to Camp Roberts, California. Nonetheless, Schick wrote, “A group of trainees 

came in…and probably thought…that they were back in Nebraska.”739 

Kansans assigned to the 134th Infantry went to units from southeast Nebraska.740 

Bill Schock, a Falls Citian assigned to Company B, wrote, “The new men are from 

Topeka, Leavenworth, and Kansas City…with a few…from…Nebraska. The only 

familiar face…was that of ‘Buck’ Dougherty of Dawson…who came in with a contingent 

from Auburn….”741 Similarly, a few Nebraskans ended up in Kansas or Missouri units of 

the 35th Division.742 Lawrence J. Friedlan, of Company A, 110th Medical Regiment, 

wrote how some Columbus-area men ended up in the 134th Infantry: 

Platte County selectees arrived in camp last week. However, none of them were 

assigned to Company A. Pvts. Edgar Rankin and Richard Neumarker were 

assigned to the medical detachment…134th Infantry. Pvts. Walter Placek, John 

Weilgus [sic], Louis Maier, Eddie Skorupa, Ralph Kopetzky, and Ray Valasek are 

all with Company K…134th Infantry. Pvts. LeRoy Langan and Earl Soulliere of 

Platte Center are also in Company K…134th. Pvt. William McDaniel was 

assigned to Company L…134th.743 

 

Fortunately, men could apply to transfer to the unit of their choice if openings 

appeared.744 In addition to the large February group, some Nebraskans in the state’s much 

smaller Selective Service calls for January, March, and April 1941 were also sent to 

Camp Robinson.745 Until the end of April, draft boards sent replacements when ordered 

for men rejected in previous calls. Some Nebraskans replacing those rejected in January, 

February, and March also were assigned to the camp.746  

In March, the Army opened “replacement training centers” (RTCs) that trained 

new inductees in soldiering and military occupations in each branch. By the end of the 

year, all soldiers were intended to be trained there before being assigned to units.747 The 

delayed manning of the 35th Division annoyed Truman, and he wrote to Major General 
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Samuel T. Lawton, of the 33rd Division, that “We have all of our selectees now, with the 

exception of about 1,100.” Truman told Lawton to try and “get [his] selectees at the very 

earliest possible date. I regret…that mine were not here when we arrived in Camp.”748 

Like Truman, many Nebraska National Guardsmen wondered where their selectees were; 

some units did not approach full strength until late April or early May.749 By the end of 

June, the 35th Division had 6,960 out of a planned 8,070 selectees.750  

The draft cast a wide net, and many selectees were among the sixty-one percent of 

Nebraskans that lived in rural areas.751 The selectees included brothers Carl W., Harry P., 

and Louis J. Saali, from Peru, Nebraska,752 cousins Marvin J. and Clifford L. Geiken, 

from Gothenburg, and second cousins John G. and John H. Meints, from Gage County. 

Floyd E. Whittaker, a farmer from Gage County, was offered a deferment, but refused it 

to protect his younger brother if the draft age was lowered.753 More unusual situations 

included those of Privates Alex Tatara and Christian W. Zeissler, both of Omaha. As a 

child, Tatara went with his father to the latter’s native Poland. After serving briefly in the 

Polish Army, he came back to the U.S. in 1939.754 Zeissler, born in Russia to German 

parents, was not a U.S. citizen and hence could not receive government pay; his father 

had died before he could finish his son’s original citizenship application, and the younger 

Zeissler’s first papers had not yet arrived!755 Five years after his arrest during the Omaha 

streetcar strike, Victor M. Tanga ended up assigned to the 134th Infantry.756 

The new men were quarantined for two weeks while completing their typhoid 

inoculations.757 Recruits were quartered with their parent units, but learned the 

fundamentals of Army life with their training units each day.758 Because of promotions 

made to accommodate the new men, Robert L. Fowler became a sergeant.759 After 
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passing examinations over a prescribed amount of training, men’s parent units assumed 

full custody.760 To inform communities about what their soldiers were doing, the 35th 

Division headquarters G-2 (intelligence) press section ran a correspondence program, and 

each unit had one or more men who wrote “official” business to hometown 

newspapers.761 Corporal George B. Near of Company A, 134th Infantry, who had worked 

for the Nebraska Daily News-Press, was personally invited by Ralph E. Truman to work 

in the press section.762 Following a tradition that started in 1939 at Camp Ashland, an 

anonymous soldier of Company A, 110th Medical Regiment wrote to the Columbus Daily 

Telegram under the pen name “Lil’ Abner,” although other soldiers also contributed.763 

To bring units to full officer strength after arriving at training stations, National 

Guard unit commanders could promote existing officers and select qualified enlisted men 

to be examined for temporary AUS commissions. Other vacancies were to be filled by 

officers of any component, principally Reservists.764 The 134th Infantry held a 

preparatory school for enlisted men interested in commissions.765 Truman was reluctant 

to use Reserve officers to fill vacancies. He proposed to Ben Lear, commander of the 

Second Army to which the 35th Division was now assigned, an officer candidate school 

(OCS) in the division to train more of his men as officers. Lear rejected it, asserting it 

would delay the division’s progress.766 The 35th Division’s Reserve officer quota from the 

Seventh Corps Area was delayed, but was filled by mid-June.767 The officers included 

John E. Davis, a 1935 University of North Dakota graduate, and future governor of the 

state (1957-1961).768 Eighteen Nebraska National Guard officers were separated from 

service for medical or other reasons while at Camp Robinson.769 In July, the War 

Department opened officer candidate schools for each branch.770 
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Forming units out of men from the same areas and then assigning them raw 

recruits also from the same areas did have downsides. John F. Williams wrote that 

National Guard units “had to postpone a great deal of their own training and…devote a 

great proportion of their effort to…recruit training…[retarding] the higher training of 

the…organizations as combat units.”771 In a survey conducted of men in one National 

Guard and two Regular Army divisions, fifty-two percent of the privates in the National 

Guard divisions said that “bootlicking or politics” determined promotions, while twenty-

six percent said they were made because of “ability.” The percentages were almost 

opposite among the privates in the Regular Army division.772 The survey also said that 

“Selectees were less critical…but those in the National Guard division checked 

‘bootlicking’ more…than those in the [Regular Army] divisions, and selectee privates 

from the home state of the division were almost as critical as the National Guard 

privates.”773 Selectee Private Edward Svik, from Clarkson, Nebraska, wrote that 

There is very little opportunity for a selective to advance, as the National 

Guards…have filled the non-commissioned and commissioned vacancies of the 

expanded companies. Also the soldiers that are in for three years are prior to the 

selectees which are in for only one year and which to me seems only enough time 

to get the main fundamentals of a soldier’s duties. I was placed into the 134th 

Infantry Rifle Company not because I chose it, but because I was placed into it. 

However, I like it and am getting along swell. I believe I will like it more and 

more as we go on.774 

 

On 26 February, tragedy struck the 134th Infantry when eighteen year old Private 

First Class Earl O. Briant of Company C died of a pulmonary embolism after a routine 

appendectomy.775 On 14 March, nearly 1,000 of the 134th Infantry’s selectees took to the 

firing range for the first time, conducting target practice with small-bore rifles.776 The 

134th Infantry’s method of distributing supplies soon became a model for the 35th 

Division’s other regiments.777 Ralph E. Truman’s staff conducted surprise inspections so 
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that his men would not be anxious when they were inspected at the end of their basic 

training.778 Corporal Danny Walker of Company H, 134th Infantry, wrote to the Grand 

Island Daily Independent in mid-March, saying that, “In the shower room today, I 

overheard a heated argument on politics. The discussion pertained to (of all things) the 

coming election in…Grand Island. Which goes to show the boys are still thinking about 

home.”779 In April, the Nebraska legislature appropriated $4,000 to purchase recreational 

and entertainment items for the state’s soldiers at Camp Robinson, and permitted the 

governor to create a state defense force.780 Merven F. Myers required his men to turn in a 

letter home to him by noon each Wednesday, or be barred from the mess hall.781 Truman 

was proud of the work his soldier-correspondents did “keeping the home town folks in 

touch with their boys,” and arranged for journalism classes to be taught.782 The Omaha 

Junior Chamber of Commerce sponsored a train so mothers from Nebraska could visit on 

Mother’s Day, and Truman invited all fathers for Father’s Day.783 When soldiers were 

given passes, “Little Rock became a veritable ‘boom town.’” Walker wrote that 

Moving picture theaters, skating rinks, and dance halls do a land office business. 

One might think that twenty thousand or so men seeking relief from a month of 

“forward march” and “about face” would be…a little hard to handle. But the great 

majority…have just a boisterous good time, there is very little trouble and the 

citizens of Little Rock have not found it necessary as yet to go into hibernation 

after a soldiers’ payday.784 

 

Amos Thomas, one of the “older, more experienced and most influential” 

members of the state legislature according to Nebraska governor Dwight P. Griswold 

(1941-1947), had been allowed leave from his brigade to attend the session, but instead 

had been “’shuttling’ between Lincoln and Little Rock since [the] opening of 

the…session.” On 29 April, he was relieved for “inattention to duty” and replaced by 

Colonel Per Ramee, a Regular Army officer who oversaw the 35th Division’s training and 



  
 

88 

who had instructed the division staff since 1939.785 On 23 May, Clyde E. McCormick 

was reassigned to Second Army headquarters and Butler B. Miltonberger became 

commander of the 134th Infantry.786 Miltonberger had completed the Infantry School’s 

National Guard Officers course in 1927 and the Battalion Commanders and Staff Officers 

course in 1941, and said that he “competed successfully against…a lot of opposition as I 

was a junior Lt. Colonel. A great many of the [Regular Army] colonels…would [have] 

liked to have that regiment. Anyway, I kept it.”787 Miltonberger was imposing, at six feet, 

three inches tall and over two hundred pounds,788 and Francis S. Greenlief “thought he 

was a tough, mean S.O.B. I thought he was the toughest man that I knew, in retrospect I 

think that is exactly what a rifle platoon leader ought to think.”789  

The National Guard’s induction allowed it to hone its skills with the Regular 

Army in large-scale maneuvers.790 Divisional, corps and field army training in Arkansas 

and Louisiana,791 California,792 Georgia,793 Massachusetts,794 Tennessee,795 Texas and 

New Mexico,796 and Washington797 in the spring and summer would precede much larger 

exercises in Louisiana and the Carolinas in the fall.798 The Army planned for the 35th 

Division to participate in the Second Army-VII Corps maneuver in southern Arkansas 

alongside the 27th and 33rd Divisions and auxiliary troops in the second half of August.799 

After reorienting, 350,000 troops of the Second and Third Armies, “more than the 

strength of the standing Army a year ago,” would clash during the second half of 

September in northern Louisiana.800 Historian Benjamin Franklin Cooling wrote that,  

A thorough enemy "scenario" had been prepared. It was based on a hypothetical 

war between Red KOTMK (Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Missouri, and Kentucky) 

and Blue ALMAT (Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee) 

forces. KOTMK…formerly included Arkansas and Louisiana. ALMAT had 

conquered this territory from KOTMK in 1918. The existing international 
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situation…indicated that KOTMK planned to renew warfare…to recover these 

lost provinces.801   

 

On 21 April, Truman was ordered to send parts of five 35th Division units to support the 

Second Army-VII Corps maneuvers in Tennessee in June.802 The 110th Medical 

Regiment formed a composite battalion of men from Companies D, G, and H.803 The 

110th Quartermaster Regiment’s composite battalion had a transport company (“A”), a 

supply company (“B”), a “depot platoon,” and a “gas and oil platoon,” assembled from 

men of Companies A and F, the Headquarters Company, and the Service Company.804   

The 35th Division finished its basic training early in May. On 14 May, the 110th 

Quartermaster Regiment held a ceremony where the National Guardsmen reviewed the 

selectees, and Marcus L. Poteet “accepted” the new men as members of the regiment. 

The Lexington Clipper wrote that, 

As a symbol of the acceptance…the colors were entrusted to the hands of new 

privates. Sgts. David Jeffrey and Wm. Shores turned over the colors to Pvts. 

Ralph White and Edson Witte and the color guards, Pvts. Lorens Woodside and 

John Van Ausdeln, turned over the…colors to Pvts. Wm. Donald and Donald 

Delap… As a symbol of acceptance by the officers…Col. Marcus Poteet pinned 

the regimental insignia…on Pvt. Bob Myer. Following this…the entire regiment 

passed in review for Col. Poteet and his staff.805 

 

After an inspection, the 134th Infantry received the best overall rating at Camp Robinson, 

and the 110th Quartermaster Regiment was judged to be the regiment that was most ready 

for field service.806 Twenty percent of 35th Division troops were given one-week 

furloughs starting on 16 May. Trains went to Kansas City, Omaha, St. Louis, and 

Wichita, and buses to other locations.807 The 110th Quartermaster Regiment’s newsletter 

wrote that “Some units split the…leaves so twice as many could go. Others held lotteries, 

with every fifth man drawing a lucky number.”808 The governors of Arkansas, Kansas, 

Missouri, and Nebraska were invited to watch the division march in review on 22 May, 
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but Dwight P. Griswold was unable to attend.809 During the advanced training period, 

eight hours a week focused on correcting weaknesses identified during basic training.810 

On 9 June, members of the 134th Infantry fired their new M1 Garand semi-automatic 

rifles for the first time.811 In late June, Amos Thomas and Clyde E. McCormick, along 

with several other 35th Division officers, appeared before the Second Army 

reclassification board, which could order their return to their positions, reassignment, or 

retirement.812 Thomas, considered an above-average officer, successfully appealed his 

relief, returning to active duty at a different post.813 McCormick was placed in an inactive 

status on 24 September, and retired shortly after.814  

As National Guardsmen are civilian soldiers, civilian issues did not entirely 

disappear while in military service. By summer, some soldiers were “just a wee bit tired 

hearing that their girl friends back home [were] running around with young men who 

haven’t been called to the colors as yet.” On 27 June, The Covered Wagon of the 35th 

Division—Camp Robinson News Digest, published for the troops at the camp, “[urged] 

the girls to aid national defense by boosting the soldiers’ morale.” An oath was printed 

for women to sign to “refrain from mentioning [their] dates with other men” and to “be 

honest with [soldiers] in camp.” If worse came to worse, as it often did, they were told to 

“not cause him mental anguish by simply stopping my letters to him. I will let him know, 

as quickly as possible, that there is someone else.”815 The 134th Infantry created the 

“Protective Society for Girls Back Home,” while some more pessimistic men of 

Company H, 140th Infantry (from De Soto, Missouri), formed the “Jilted Lovers Club;” 

“not all have been jilted—but they expect it.”816 After 35th Division soldier Merrill Panitt, 
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a former United Press correspondent, wrote an article distributed by the Newspaper 

Enterprise Association, the “Keep ‘Em Happy Clubs” gained national attention.817  

On 6 July, an incident occurred that would earn the 35th Division a lasting 

nickname. The 110th Quartermaster Regiment’s provisional battalion had performed well 

in the Tennessee Maneuvers.818 While returning to Camp Robinson through Memphis, 

some of the soldiers hooted and hollered at some attractive women on a golf course and a 

man accompanying them, who tried to stop the convoy. The man turned out to be Ben 

Lear. Soon after the troops got to Camp Robinson, they were ordered to return to 

Memphis. The next day, an incensed Lear, described by historian Christopher Gabel as “a 

stickler for spit and polish who criticized freely and abrasively,”819 meted out the 

punishment. On 8 July, each man marched fifteen miles of the 150 miles back to the 

camp on foot.820 Private Josiah Shurtleff, from Humboldt, Nebraska, described the march 

as “not bad,” but several men collapsed in the 97 to 115-degree heat and “Yoo-Hoo” Lear 

received some criticism for his “torturous” discipline of the “Yoo-Hoo Battalion.”821  

The “Yoo-Hoo Battalion” endured friendly ribbing from the 250th Coast Artillery 

Regiment, California National Guard, which sent them a letter reading, in part, “Out here 

in this wild and woolly West, our fighting men are fighting men, not pantywaists. We tear 

off 15 miles before breakfast. We challenge you to a 15-mile hike on any terms you 

name. Out here the girls yoo-hoo at us.”822 On 7 August, two of the 134th Infantry’s drill 

fields were renamed in honor of Earl O. Briant and Corporal Orville E. Southwell, 

another soldier who died unexpectedly during a routine appendectomy.823 In early 

August, about 150 small recreation halls for company-size units were completed.824 The 

134th Infantry ordered that they be furnished; mothers of Company I men bought them a 
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radio, while the Hall County Military and Naval Aid Committee sent Company H $300 

for “a lounge chair in one corner…tables, chairs, writing desks, lamps, a radio, and 

games.”825 Trucks from Company F, 110th Quartermaster Regiment drove to Custer 

County to pick up a couch, tables, lamps, rugs, and a pool table donated by people from 

Ansley, Arnold, Broken Bow, and Callaway.826 In August, the 35th Division was 

redesignated the “35th Infantry Division,” following War Department instructions that 

divisions’ designations reflect their primary branch of service.827 

Many Regular Army officers felt that hometown considerations in National Guard 

units led to things such as reluctance to remove underperforming officers, resulting in 

inefficiency.828 In May, Lear told Per Ramee that he impress upon his men that “You are 

not Nebraska, Missouri, or Kansas. You are the 35th Div. in Federal Service. You do not 

owe allegiance anyplace but here. Your loyalty is here—thoroughly and completely. It 

can’t be any other way. I don’t give a damn if you go home unpopular or not, it matters 

only whether or not you are popular with me.” Lear, a Spanish-American War veteran, 

related to Ramee a story of an officer in his Colorado volunteer unit who enforced 

discipline, becoming resented by his men and a social pariah when he returned home.829 

In June, George C. Marshall wrote to National Guard division commanders explaining 

how the coming months would be critical in their units’ development. Efficiency varied 

from “excellent to poor,” but Marshall felt the average was “far too low” and identified 

issues in training and discipline that needed to be immediately corrected.830  

The first increment of National Guard units was scheduled to demobilize on 15 

September, and the first selectees who had completed their year of service would go 

home starting in mid-November. Fears intensified that this personnel loss and turnover 
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would destroy the Army’s readiness.831 Marshall wanted men whose service was causing 

hardship to their dependents to return home, however.832 Two bills were introduced in 

Congress, and became law in mid-August. One bill declared the national interest 

imperiled, allowing Roosevelt to extend the service of all members of the Army for 

eighteen more months, and let soldiers with dependents leave active duty.833 The bill 

passed the Senate 44-28, but the divided House only 203-202.834 The other bill released 

selectees who had turned twenty-eight on or before 1 July 1941 and prior to their 

induction from active duty, and deferred draft registrants of this age. Regulations 

subsequently let National Guardsmen be released for age.835 Some men felt betrayed, 

threatening to go “Over the Hill in October” (desert) after their original year of service, 

but the desertion rate in October was lower than any of the previous six months.836 A 

priority list, more sympathetic towards civilian soldiers than Regular Army men, 

governed the release of troops.837  

Per Ramee compared his 69th Infantry Brigade to the famous New York National 

Guard “Fighting 69th” (165th) Infantry Regiment, boasting that his men could “out-hike, 

out-dig, and out-shoot big city men. I’ll pit either of my regiments against the old 69th, 

and we’ll show them where the fighting men of this army come from.”838 Shortly before 

the maneuvers, the 35th Infantry Division formed a provisional antitank battalion from 

parts of its artillery and infantry antitank assets (including platoons from each of its four 

infantry regiments’ antitank companies), a company of the 110th Engineers, and other 

troops.839 The Second Army-VII Corps maneuver, with the 27th, 33rd, and 35th Infantry 

Divisions and other units, began on 17 August. The Red KOTMK forces were imaginary 

as the Blue ALMAT forces moved into their positions, then the 107th Cavalry Regiment 
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and a battalion of the 27th Infantry Division represented physical Red forces. From 18-19 

August, “the Red Second Division theoretically broke up the…Blue cavalry harassing its 

advance” and the Reds formed a defensive line. “Stiff Red resistance…stymied the Blue 

attack” on 20 August.840 On 22 August, a Red counterattack struck the Blue forces, and 

the next day there was a CPX.841 On 25-26 August, the Blue forces practiced a retreat.842 

A reorientation occurred, and on 28 August, the Red 27th and 35th Infantry Divisions 

attacked the Blue 33rd Infantry Division.843 The 134th Infantry played a critical role in the 

last part of the exercise, flanking the 33rd Infantry Division in a sixty-mile motorized 

march and “demolishing” the Missouri Pacific Railroad line six hours ahead of the 

deadline without any resistance.844  

On 29 August, Arkansas’ governor, Homer M. Adkins, proclaimed that the 

division’s “young stalwarts of Missouri, Nebraska, and Kansas…have won a unique 

place in the hearts of Arkansans; their…adaptation of Arkansas ways, their…conduct, 

and their…camaraderie have endeared them to the people…who have taken them into 

their homes and hearts.845 Between the two maneuver phases, the VII Corps switched 

back to the Blue ALMAT side, moving south into Louisiana to join the Second Army 

while being pursued by a “Provisional Corps” of Red Regular Army troops.846 Scare 

stories about venomous snakes were dispelled, but 110th Medical Regiment soldiers 

devised a clever solution for the ubiquitous biting insects. A press release said that “Lt. 

Charles G. Ingham, of Norfolk, Neb., and his men advise covering the chiggers with 

fingernail polish—'the clear kind, if you don’t want to look like you have the measles.’ 

To keep the chiggers off…a thin coating of kerosene on the body does the trick, he 

advises. This suffocates the chiggers as they attempt to burrow in.”847 
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During the first part of the Second Army-Third Army GHQ Maneuvers, Ben 

Lear’s Red army and Lieutenant General Walter Krueger’s Blue army would clash in a 

meeting engagement. Lear’s army had two corps, one with two armored divisions and 

one cavalry division, and the other with three infantry divisions. Each corps also had a 

cavalry regiment and other units. The 35th Infantry Division was one of two infantry 

divisions in reserve. Krueger’s army had three corps, each with three infantry divisions, a 

cavalry regiment, and other units. A cavalry division and two “antitank groups” were in 

reserve. For air forces, each commander had a bombardment wing and pursuit wing, and 

attached Navy aircraft. On 15 September, after “war” was declared, Lear’s army intended 

to advance southwest, crossing the Red River. His armored forces on his right would 

attempt to flank the Blue army. Krueger, alerted to Red movements, would move 

northeast three corps abreast to attack the Red army, pinning them against the Red River 

and capturing Alexandria, Louisiana.848 Despite all going to plan on 15-16 September, 

Lear postponed the armored attack scheduled for 17 September, allowing Krueger to re-

orient his forces.849 The next day, Lear’s tanks were turned back and the Blue 37th and 

38th Infantry Divisions overran part of the 6th Infantry Division. Lear evacuated his 

headquarters from Natchitoches, Louisiana, committing the 35th Infantry Division to 

defend the city.850 On the afternoon of 19 September, Lear removed the 6th Infantry 

Division from the line, replacing it with the 35th.851 The maneuvers were soon ended, as 

the outcome was no longer in question.852  

The 134th Infantry was commended for its performance. Major General Cortlandt 

Parker, commander of the 5th Infantry Division, wrote that the regiment “arrived 

promptly… Its elements participated most effectively in the assault on and encirclement 
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and capture of 150 officers and 2,200 men of the Blue forces. The spirit of cooperation, 

readiness for action, and the aggressive performance of this fine regiment are greatly 

appreciated.”853 Eight men of the regiment were recommended for Soldier’s Medals for 

noncombat bravery after they rescued two other soldiers who were in danger of 

drowning.854 The second phase of the maneuvers, from 19-28 September, tested the 

ability of Lear’s smaller Red Army to defend against a superior Blue attacker.855 Lear’s 

plan was to “retreat methodically…with four divisions on the line and three in reserve, 

never allowing the…Blue army a chance to bring its…strength to bear.”856 Miltonberger 

commended his Antitank Company, commanded by Warren C. Wood, for its “morale and 

attention to duty,” ranking it “near the top of…the 134th Infantry.”857 Lear complimented 

the 110th Quartermaster Regiment for its conduct during the maneuvers.858 A “military 

Mardi Gras” with a parade, dances, and dinners that Adkins asserted would “make New 

Orleans’ famous Mardi Gras and Memphis’ celebrated Cotton Carnival look like hick 

town affairs” welcomed soldiers back to Camp Robinson.859 Dwight P. Griswold and 

Guy N. Henninger visited Nebraska soldiers before many went on furlough.860 

Involuntary personnel movement out of National Guard units was uncommon 

until fall 1941. National Guardsmen could initially only be transferred within National 

Guard units, but starting in September, they could be transferred regardless of component 

involved.861 Many who left voluntarily chose to try their luck at Army Air Corps aircrew 

training.862 A lack of funds during the interwar period and National Guard officers’ 

civilian commitments meant they lacked the same opportunities for professional military 

education as their Regular Army counterparts.863 Age, “a superficially objective reason to 

remove officers who were concurrently poor performers and…were not going to be able 
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to endure the physical rigors of extended combat,” also entered the equation.864 Senior 

Regular Army officers were as old as their National Guard counterparts, as officer 

promotion during the interwar period was based on seniority, with no “up or out” policy 

or fixed command tenure. The youngest of the eighteen National Guard division 

commanders was forty-seven years old and the oldest, sixty-three. The youngest of their 

fourteen Regular Army equivalents was fifty-three, and the oldest, sixty-two.865 

An age-in-grade policy was applied with the extension of service. Once officers in 

combat units reached the specified age for their rank, they were moved to administrative 

or staff positions if suitable jobs were found; many officers went to the Army Air Forces 

(AAF).866 Exclusive of these transfers, between July and November 1941, 1.3 percent of 

Regular Army officers were “removed from the active list by discharge or forced 

retirement,” compared to three-quarters of one percent of National Guard officers and 

one-fourth of one percent of Reserve officers.867 No prewar Regular Army division 

commander, and only two National Guardsmen, led a division in combat.868 

Nevertheless, many National Guard officers, like Truman and Major General Henry D. 

Russell (commander of the 30th Infantry Division), believed that the Regular Army was 

molding the Guard to fit its preferences. Historian Bruce Jacobs wrote that, “It was 

patently clear…that their divisions provided a vehicle for the promotion of others. It is 

very hard to believe—although no evidence exists to sustain such a suspicion—that this 

was not the result of bias.869 In October, Lesley J. McNair delivered a scathing critique of 

several National Guard division commanders to Marshall.870  

On 4 October, the sixty-one year old Ralph E. Truman was reassigned to head the 

Second Army reclassification board.871 Fifty-three year old Major General William H. 
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Simpson, a Regular Army officer, replaced him.872 An embittered Truman resigned rather 

than accept different duties.873 Bennett C. Clark, a U.S. senator from Missouri, contended 

that Lear relieved Truman out of spite for a defeat in the recent maneuvers.874 With the 

induction of the last National Guard unit on 9 October, 20,455 officers, 221 warrant 

officers, and 279,358 enlisted men had entered federal service.875 On 23 October, Per 

Ramee was relieved, replaced as 69th Infantry Brigade commander by another Regular 

Army officer, fifty-three year old Colonel Benjamin C. Lockwood, Jr.876 After a tornado 

struck Dardanelle, Arkansas, west of Little Rock, on 26 October, 35th Infantry Division 

troops led by Major Dean E. Coonley of the 134th Infantry assisted with relief efforts.877 

Beginning in mid-September, the 35th Infantry Division received new men from 

infantry and field artillery RTCs such as Camp Roberts, California, Camp Wolters, 

Texas, and Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to fill existing vacancies and in anticipation of the 

release of 2,400 men in October and November for age or dependency. Soldiers were sent 

to RTCs for training regardless of their residence, but most of the division’s new men 

happened to hail from Midwestern states such as Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin.878 Officers in the 110th Medical Regiment were 

aggravated after receiving the infantrymen, having to take their weapons away and give 

them medical training.879 On 16 October, the first 35th Infantry Division soldier was 

released.880 National Guardsmen sent home remained on their units’ rosters while 

attached to the state detachments of their states, while selectees were transferred to the 

ERC.881 Deserving junior enlisted men soon expected promotions, as many units lost a 

high number of their senior NCOs and rated specialists.882 The War Department tried to 

preserve the National Guard’s territorial integrity, and in late November directed that 
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selectees sent to Guard units should be “as far as practicable…of the home state of 

the…unit concerned.” Guardsmen whose enlistments expired while in federal service or 

who had been released to state control, and selectees in National Guard units, could enlist 

or reenlist in the National Guard if their state’s adjutant general allowed it. The number 

of men in Guard units in federal service in a “National Guard” status was limited to the 

“peacetime maintenance strength authorized in current…tables of organization,” with 

Guardsmen under state control counting toward the total.883 

On 10 November, Butler B. Miltonberger became the youngest colonel in the 35th 

Division.884 Because of the 134th Infantry’s performance during the Louisiana 

Maneuvers, elements were selected to march in the Memphis Armistice Day parade.885 

After Lear heard of the regiment’s “excellent discipline and training in…road march and 

making camp” and “satisfactory appearance and conduct,” he commended it “for the 

progress shown in…training for combat proficiency.”886 The 35th Infantry Division’s 

provisional antitank battalion was reorganized with only field artillery personnel, and 

infantry antitank men were returned to their units.887 On 24 November, Guy N. 

Henninger named Philip H. Bartholomew the head physician of Nebraska’s Selective 

Service staff. The 110th Medical Regiment’s executive officer, Major Earl B. Brooks, left 

Camp Robinson to return to private practice.888 Lieutenant Colonel Hans Schaerrer of 

Missouri became acting commander of the regiment, succeeded by Lieutenant Colonel 

Lee R. Pierce, a New Yorker.889 On 30 November, the 35th Infantry Division’s strength 

was 16,212; nine Regular Army officers, 683 National Guard officers, 208 Reserve 

officers, nine National Guard warrant officers, fifty-six Regular Army enlisted men, 

8,695 National Guardsmen, and 6,552 selectees.890 By December, eighty-five percent of 
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the division’s men had earned marksmanship qualifications, the best of any infantry 

division, and William H. Simpson intended for the unit to be combat-ready by 15 March 

1942.891 On 4 December, the division was 2,819 men under its authorized maximum 

strength, and expecting to release 2,000 more by 1 March 1942, the headquarters 

requisitioned 5,000 selectees who would hopefully come from the Midwest.892  

On 7 December, Imperial Japanese forces attacked the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet 

at Pearl Harbor. The next day, the United States declared war on Japan, drawing it into 

World War II.893 By orders from the War Department and the Second Army, the 35th 

Division was ordered to move to Fort Ord, California, about one hundred miles south of 

San Francisco, for a “temporary change of station.”894 Sales of marriage licenses at the 

Pulaski County, Arkansas, clerk’s office reached an all-time high the day before the troop 

movement.895 Fifty-five 35th Division officers, including eight from Nebraska, yet to be 

reassigned or leave active duty because of the age-in-grade policy were left behind.896 

The 134th Infantry’s orders read, in part, “War has been declared on this country by the 

AXIS POWERS. The 35th Infantry Division…will move by rail, destination unknown. 

This regimental combat team will move at once by rail with all personnel, equipment, and 

transportation…destination unknown, and duration of movement unknown.”897  

Rae Wilson, the sister of Captain Denver W. Wilson, formerly of Company D, 

134th Infantry, heard a rumor that her brother was on a troop train going west and 

scheduled to pass through North Platte. Having prepared drinks, food and gifts, Wilson 

and several other women were disappointed on 17 December when the train did not 

contain men from the 134th. Wilson shortly decided that greeting troop trains should 

continue, and when the “North Platte Canteen” finally closed on 1 April 1946, it was 
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estimated that the material and physical support received from 115 Nebraska 

communities had helped serve over six million military personnel.898 

 During its training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, in 1941, various forms of 

interaction with civilians raised the morale and performance of the Nebraska National 

Guard’s 110th Medical Regiment, 110th Quartermaster Regiment, and 134th Infantry 

Regiment, part of the 35th Division. In early 1941, drafted men from Kansas, Missouri, 

Nebraska, and other Midwestern states were assigned to the division to bring it up to full 

strength. Men were, for the most part, assigned to units from their home states, and many 

of the National Guardsmen and “selectees” had been friends, classmates, coworkers, or 

neighbors. However, the character of National Guard units meant this process did have its 

downsides. Efforts were made to make the selectees feel “at home,” and both Army 

officials and civilians connected soldiers with their real homes in various ways.  

 The 35th Division staff set up a correspondence program, states and individual 

communities devoted funds to purchase items for their soldiers’ recreation and leisure, 

and special trains allowed families and friends to visit their sons in training. Thirteen 

weeks of basic training and twelve weeks of progressive unit training prepared the 35th 

Division for major exercises in Arkansas and Louisiana in August and September, with 

elements also supporting maneuvers in Tennessee in June. Effective, motivated 

leadership and high morale ensured that Nebraska National Guard units were recognized 

for their achievements. Anxious of completing their thirty months of service, extended as 

it was, and returning home, both Guardsmen and selectees were stunned when the United 

States was unexpectedly drawn into World War II. 
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Chapter 4 

Wartime Training and Service Around the World, 1941-1944 

Having distinguished themselves during training at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, 

Arkansas, and during maneuvers in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee in 1941, 

Nebraska National Guardsmen of the 110th Medical Regiment, 110th Quartermaster 

Regiment, and 134th Infantry Regiment, part of the 35th Infantry Division, moved to 

southern California for coast defense and anti-sabotage duties after the Japanese attack on 

Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941. In 1942-1943, the 35th Infantry Division underwent 

multiple reorganizations to prepare it for rapidly-changing modern warfare. In early 

1942, the 110th Medical Regiment and 110th Quartermaster Regiment both became 

battalions. In late 1942 the 110th Quartermaster Battalion became the 35th Quartermaster 

Company and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company. The 134th Infantry Regiment 

survived the reorganization relatively unscathed. Despite continued turnover of personnel 

for various reasons, the experienced, motivated officers and men that remained ensured 

that Nebraska National Guard units succeeded during training in the United States from 

1941-1944, earning many accolades. 

The continued integration of the National Guard as a component of the United 

States Army greatly distressed many National Guard officers, including Colonel Butler 

B. Miltonberger, who wished to keep his 134th Infantry Regiment as intact as possible. 

Miltonberger took various steps to increase morale and state pride in his unit. Despite 

many Nebraska National Guardsmen’s transfer to other assignments, they would 

distinguish themselves in service in places around the world such as the Aleutian Islands, 

North Africa, Italy, Burma, and the South Pacific. Despite organizational changes and 
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turbulent personnel policies, Nebraskans with long service in the state’s National Guard 

units had risen to leadership positions by the time the 35th Infantry Division deployed 

overseas in May 1944, and were ready to take their men into battle as part of a well-

trained combined-arms team. 

In early 1942, National Guardsmen and selectees released to a reserve status were 

called back to active duty and returned to their former units if possible.899 The recorder of 

the 134th Infantry Regiment’s diary noted that “It is very interesting to observe their 

various reactions; however your recorder believes that most of them either openly or 

secretly are glad to be back serving their country with the armed forces.”900 After the 

outbreak of war, territorial restrictions on the use of reservists and draftees were 

removed. Liability for the draft was increased to men twenty to forty-four, and by late 

1942, amended to eighteen to thirty-seven with the Navy also taking draftees.901 Soldiers 

in Nebraska National Guard units distinguished themselves immediately. In late 1941, 

Second Lieutenant Donald C. Sherrets and eleven men of the Antitank Company, 134th 

Infantry (ten of whom were Nebraskans), were transferred to the “transport guard 

detachment” aboard the U.S. Army transport ship President Johnson, manning 

antiaircraft guns. For their “attention to duty…appreciation of the importance of this 

mission, and…actions in hostile waters,” they were “deserving of special commendation” 

from the detachment commander.902 

In January 1942, the 35th Infantry Division relocated from Fort Ord, south of San 

Francisco, to Camp San Luis Obispo, about halfway between San Francisco and Los 

Angeles. Initially, it was decided not to convert National Guard infantry divisions into 

triangular divisions until they had left federal service, but this plan changed after U.S. 
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entry into World War II.903 On 3 February, the 35th Infantry Division was ordered to 

triangularize at the soonest practical date.904 On 18 February, the manager of the Little 

Rock Chamber of Commerce wrote to Butler B. Miltonberger, appreciating a sheet he 

had received that contained 1,378 signatures of the regiment’s men. He wrote that,  

While Camp Robinson is beginning to fill up again, it is now a replacement 

training center and the boys come and go so rapidly we don’t have a chance to get 

acquainted with them as we were with the boys of the 35th. To say we miss you 

does not express our sentiment. Due to your long stay here and our association in 

such programs as grew out of maneuvers and other experiences, no other unit 

coming here could replace you in our hearts or fill the void created when you left.  

 

I think I can speak for all of us when I wish for you and all other units…the best 

possible record and experience which may grow out of the struggle in which we 

are all engaged, and our wish for your safety and an early Victory. Please extend 

to all of your men our appreciation and best wishes.905 

 

 The 35th Infantry Division converted to a triangular division on 1 March. The 

elements of the reorganized division were the Headquarters,906 Headquarters and Military 

Police Company,907 35th Signal Company,908 35th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop,909 

134th, 137th, and 140th Infantry Regiments, the division artillery (the Headquarters and 

Headquarters Battery910 and the 127th,911 130th,912 154th,913 and 161st Field Artillery 

Battalions914), and the 110th Engineer,915 Medical, and Quartermaster Battalions.916 The 

138th Infantry, which had gone to Camp Murray, Washington, in January, and was 

moving to Alaska as shipping became available, was relieved from the division.917 The 

130th, 154th, and 161st Field Artillery Battalions, nominally equipped with 105 mm 

howitzers, retained 75 mm guns until enough of the new howitzers could be acquired to 

replace them. Likewise, the 127th’s 155 mm howitzers were gradually replaced with a 

more modern model. 
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To create the 110th Quartermaster Battalion, the Service Company and Companies 

E and F became platoons in the Headquarters Company.918 Company A, a truck company 

with a service platoon, was formed from Companies A and C.919 The Medical 

Detachment remained unchanged.920 Company B became the 197th Engineer Company 

(Dump Truck) and Company D became the 136th Quartermaster Company (Truck), with 

both units relieved from the division.921 The rest of the regiment, save the headquarters, 

was disbanded.922 To create the 110th Medical Battalion, the Headquarters and Service 

Company became a detachment, Companies A, B, and E became Companies A, B, and C, 

and Company G became the Clearing Company.923 The band became the 35th Infantry 

Division Artillery Band. The rest of the regiment, save the headquarters, was 

disbanded.924 In his journal, Ferdinand G. Brodfuehrer wrote how excess personnel were 

kept in a “replacement company” to fill vacancies in the battalion until their reassignment 

to other units.925 Company A supported the 134th Infantry, Company B the 137th Infantry, 

and Company C the 320th Infantry. The collecting companies took casualties from the 

battlefield or regimental aid stations to the clearing company. Men needing only minor 

treatment were handled in the company and returned to their units, while those requiring 

more urgent or complex care like surgery were moved to field or evacuation hospitals.926 

The 134th Infantry escaped the reorganization of the division basically intact, but 

Miltonberger wrote to Ralph E. Truman on 6 March that 

I seem to be the only surviving National Guard Colonel left in the Division and I 

wish I could set down…the many heartbreaking things that have happened…since 

your departure. Of course we have a very fine Division Commander…but it 

seems that it is impossible to combat the system. I personally have nothing much 

to complain of except that my…regiment has been taking an awful beating but I 

confidently expect to pull through… You know my one and only ambition is to 

command this regiment in combat and I feel very strongly that we who entered 
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the service as National Guard should be given the opportunity to display our 

worth as National Guard or discontinue the National Guard system entirely.927  

 

In March, the Army was reorganized into the AGF, Services of Supply (later renamed the 

Army Service Forces), and the extant AAF (of which the Air Corps was a part).928 The 

134th Infantry’s duties in California generally consisted of beach patrols northwest of Los 

Angeles watching for submarines (which frequently turned out to be sea lions), guarding 

aircraft factories and oil fields against sabotage, and training at Ojai Country Club, 

known as “Camp Lah We Lah His” after the regiment’s motto, a Pawnee Native 

American phrase meaning “the strong, the brave.” The regiment instituted a plan of 

rotating its battalions every few weeks so that each could experience each kind of duty.929  

On 10 March, 209 enlisted men of the 35th Infantry Division who volunteered for 

overseas duty, including many from the 134th Infantry, were transferred to the North 

Dakota National Guard’s 164th Infantry Regiment, at Fort Ord.930 Sailing for the South 

Pacific a week later, the 164th Infantry was attached to Task Force 6814, a group of 

National Guard units sent to defend New Caledonia, a Free French-controlled island 

northeast of Australia.931 The 164th Infantry was one of the first U.S. Army units to begin 

offensive operations during World War II, entering combat on Guadalcanal, in the 

Solomon Islands, on 25 October.932 While the 164th Infantry was stationed in Fiji in mid-

1943, some of its men, including several Nebraska National Guardsmen, volunteered for 

the 5307th Composite Unit (also known as “Merrill’s Marauders”), a secret unit intended 

to attack Japanese forces in Burma, helping to reopen a land route to China from India.933 

In late April, the 35th Infantry Division was displaced from Camp San Luis 

Obispo by the arrival of the 7th Motorized Division, and dispersed its units throughout the 

Los Angeles metropolitan area. Monthly through December, the 110th Medical Battalion 
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handled 3,000 patients and accumulated 40,000 ambulance miles. The 134th Infantry 

became known as the “Hollywood Commandos.”934 In May, Major General Maxwell 

Murray took command of the division from William H. Simpson. Francis S. Greenlief 

was acting first sergeant of Company G, 134th Infantry, and was selected to attend the 

Infantry OCS at Fort Benning, Georgia.935 On 25 July, Second Lieutenant Frederick C. 

Roecker, Jr., a Washington National Guardsman who had graduated from the U.S. 

Military Academy in the class of 1942 but was later disqualified from aircrew training, 

was assigned to the 134th Infantry.936 

Historian Robert R. Palmer wrote that, in 1942, “three National Guard divisions, 

the 30th, 31st, and 33rd, became virtual pools for the Army Service Forces. The 30th 

declined from a strength of 12,400 in June 1942 to 3,000 in August; the 31st, from 15,200 

to 7,200; and the 33rd, from 13,200 to 8,400. The 35th, 38th, and 44th suffered losses 

almost as great.”937 During maneuvers in September 1942, the 33rd Infantry Division had 

only 8,000 men, the 31st, 7,000, and the 30th, only 2,100.938 Morale in some National 

Guard units sagged, as sending men to other units meant combat service had to be 

postponed while they integrated replacements.939 Continuous transfer of personnel to fill 

task forces, create new units, and meet other demands disrupted the 35th Infantry 

Division’s training, delaying its progress towards moving overseas. On 8 June, the 134th 

Infantry was ordered to send men for new military police units: a first sergeant, two mess 

sergeants, three cooks, an armorer, duty NCOs940 (“We only have one such classification 

in the regiment, and [he] is now on special duty…with the MP platoon”), squad leaders 

(“They need over a 100…and request [we] make available as many as possible”), and “all 

the clerks…we can let them have.”941 Four days later, the regiment was told to send eight 



  
 

108 

men to Fort Lewis, Washington, to be sent to Companies I and M, 58th Infantry 

Regiment, which were on duty in Alaska.942 

During the summer, Murray was asked by Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt, 

commander of the Fourth Army, to provide a battalion for a secret mission to Alaska to 

assist in retaking two of the Aleutian Islands, Attu and Kiska, which had been captured 

by Japanese forces.943 Murray went to the 134th Infantry, which offered its 2nd Battalion, 

commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Frank Dunkley, a Kansas National Guard officer.944 

The battalion, forming part of the “53rd Composite Infantry Regiment,” was reinforced by 

transfers from the 1st and 3rd Battalions and augmented by a provisional “cannon 

platoon,” platoons from the Antitank and Service Companies, an additional detachment 

of the Service Company, and a chaplain.945 On 13 August, the battalion sailed from San 

Francisco, stopping at Kodiak Island for a week of training.946 On 30 August, the 2nd 

Battalion landed on Adak Island, intended as a staging area for attacks on the Japanese-

held islands.947 The battalion established outposts, helped construct and guard an airfield, 

and sent men for various special duties.948 On 23 September, Frank Dunkley became 

executive officer of the 53rd Composite Infantry Regiment, succeeded as battalion 

commander by Major (later Lieutenant Colonel) Clarence J. Stewart.949 After graduating 

from OCS on 25 August, Francis S. Greenlief was retained an instructor because of his 

excellent performance.950  

In August 1942, responsibility for design and maintenance of U.S. Army motor 

vehicles was shifted from the Quartermaster Corps to the Ordnance Department.951 Third-

echelon ordnance maintenance was also returned to infantry divisions, and their 

quartermaster battalions were split into an ordnance light maintenance company and a 
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quartermaster company. On 14 September, the Maintenance Platoon, Headquarters 

Company, 110th Quartermaster Battalion, became the 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance 

Company.952 The company could perform thirty percent of the third-echelon maintenance 

for the division’s weapons and vehicles in combat and sixty percent during quiet 

periods.953 The rest of the battalion later became the 35th Quartermaster Company, which 

received and issued rations, clothing and equipment, gasoline, oil, and lubricants, and 

carried the division’s reserve rations and gasoline. Marcus L. Poteet was reassigned, later 

commanding the 46th Quartermaster Regiment in North Africa and Italy, serving 

alongside several other reassigned Nebraska National Guard officers.954 

On 10 October, Maxwell Murray gave Butler B. Miltonberger a message from 

DeWitt, which read, “the operation participated in by the 2nd Battalion, 134th Infantry, 

had been highly successful and was carried out in a most excellent manner and that the 

[battalion] was to be highly commended for its exemplary action…”955 On 25 November, 

Company C, 110th Medical Battalion, was relieved from the 35th Infantry Division and 

became the 675th Medical Collecting Company.956 On 27 November, Butler B. 

Miltonberger wrote to a former coworker at the state engineer’s office, including some 

observations of his regiment: 

I still have 57% of the enlisted men who have had two years of service or more. I 

have…a survey of the IQ of the men…with the following result; IQ 130-160, 5%; 

IQ 110-130, 40%; IQ 90-110, 36%; with the remaining 19% below 90.957 As you 

can readily see this is a tremendous factor in the success of this regiment and is of 

course caused by the fact that most of the men are from Nebraska and the Middle 

West and practically all are high school graduates. As you know, their physical 

development keeps pace with their mental development and so all in all I am very 

proud and happy to command such a fine regiment.958 

 

It became evident by late 1942 that the 2nd Battalion, 134th Infantry, would not be 

returning from Alaska, something that greatly distressed Miltonberger.959 Replacement 
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officers and men arrived in southern California in late December and a “provisional 

battalion” was organized with a cadre from the 1st and 3rd Battalions. Major Denver W. 

Wilson, who had been serving as assistant G-3 of the 35th Infantry Division, was assigned 

to command the battalion.960 

On 13 January 1943, the 35th Infantry Division (less the 140th Infantry and the 2nd 

Battalion, 134th Infantry) was ordered to move from the Los Angeles area back to Camp 

San Luis Obispo after the 7th Infantry Division left the latter post.961 The division 

dispensed with security duties, shifting to routine training. Miltonberger, a stickler for 

discipline, was quoted as saying “any member of the [134th Infantry] found dead in battle 

will be found properly dressed.”962 During January, the 35th Infantry Division lost several 

more units. On 8 January, Company B, 110th Medical Battalion became the 673rd Medical 

Collecting Company.963 On 12 January, the 154th Field Artillery Battalion, which had 

been on temporary duty in Alaska since July 1942, was relieved from the division.964 The 

130th Field Artillery Battalion provided the cadre for the 154th’s replacement, the 219th 

Field Artillery Battalion.965 On 22 January, Companies B and C began to be reorganized 

with other men from the 110th Medical Battalion and replacements, and basic training 

began anew.966 On 27 January, the 130th Field Artillery Battalion and 110th Engineer 

Battalion were relieved from the division and the 140th Infantry was reassigned to the 

Western Defense Command. The 140th Infantry was replaced the next day by the 320th 

Infantry.967 The 161st Field Artillery provided the cadre for the 130th’s replacement, the 

216th Field Artillery, and the 60th Engineer Battalion replaced the 110th.968 Major General 

Paul W. Baade took command of the division from Maxwell Murray. 
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The 2nd Battalion, 134th Infantry’s connection to its regiment was severed on 29 

January when it was redesignated the 2nd Battalion, 197th Infantry.969 On 5 February, the 

134th Infantry’s provisional battalion became its new 2nd Battalion.970 On 19 February, 

the regiment was ordered to move with the 35th Infantry Division to a new permanent 

station at Camp Rucker, Alabama.971 Located in a rural area, Camp Rucker “seemed a 

thousand miles from nowhere” but was “modern in all ways, with excellent P.X.s,972 

service clubs973 and movies.” Brodfuehrer wrote that unfortunately,  

The towns located within pass range were very small and only able to handle a 

very few of the GIs… Just outside the camp was…Daleville with two old cafes, 

but serving the best fried chicken and steaks in the old South style. This luxury 

was limited to the first fifty customers to arrive nightly. Ozark…did an excellent 

job trying to take care of the boys; and Dothan, although a bit too far for a six 

hour pass, did very well.974 

 

While at Camp Rucker, the 134th Infantry became more acquainted with its regimental 

combat team (RCT); the 161st Field Artillery Battalion,975 Company A, 60th Engineer 

Battalion, Company A, 110th Medical Battalion, and a detachment of the 35th Signal 

Company.976 As the 320th Infantry had completed only about six weeks of basic training 

in California before leaving for Alabama, Baade equalized the state of training of his 

three infantry regiments by exchanging personnel between them. On 4-5 April, the 134th 

Infantry sent about 500 of its experienced men to the 320th Infantry, receiving 500 

unseasoned men in return. The 137th Infantry Regiment did something similar.977 Seven 

additional weeks of basic training was then given to all three regiments. 

On 8 April, Miltonberger met with his regiment in a large grassy area known as 

the “Camp Rucker Bowl,” stressing the unit’s history, military courtesy and discipline, 

and the fact that the new men from the 320th Infantry would get a “square deal.”978 From 

21 April-2 May, twenty-four officers and men of the 134th Infantry attended a “Ranger 
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School” hosted by VII Corps, to disseminate the special infantry tactics they learned to 

their comrades when they returned.979 In May, Frank Dunkley was named the executive 

officer of the 260th Infantry Regiment, 65th Infantry Division, at Camp Shelby, 

Mississippi.980 On 22 May, Miltonberger introduced his staff to his regiment in the Camp 

Rucker Bowl, and spoke about the upcoming VII Corps Mobilization Training Program 

(MTP) test. The recorder of the 134th Infantry’s diary wrote,  

As the Colonel approached the stand one was impressed with his appearance, 

well-being, his self-confidence and friendly attitude. As [he] approached the 

microphone, he was greeted by a tremendous ovation that needed no prompting. It 

was several minutes before the Colonel’s cool, quiet voice could be heard 

directing the men to be seated. 

 

The Colonel spoke of the upcoming M.T.P. test. He said, “The only objective we 

have in mind is a rating of excellent. Satisfactory is not enough. We are going out 

Monday morning with this before our eyes—Excellent, not satisfactory. To be 

excellent you must be almost perfect. This Regiment is not in the habit of being 

second to anyone. Every man has to do his part. Every squad, every company, 

each battalion—all working together. I can not do the job alone.”981  

 

It was suggested at the meeting that a phrase spoken in 1899 by General Irving 

Hale as he observed the 1st Nebraska Volunteer Infantry advancing in the Philippines 

("There goes the First Nebraska, and all hell can't stop them!) officially become the 

regiment’s battle cry. Within a month, “over every Orderly Room982 door of the 

Regiment…[stood] the motto, ‘All Hell Can’t Stop Us.’”983 Miltonberger remarked in an 

“inspiring, comprehensive talk” to his officers on 30 May that “I can tell you frankly that 

I think this is the last time we will train a regiment before going over seas.”984 Merle R. 

Carroll, a Reserve officer who joined the 134th Infantry in May 1942,985 remembered that, 

“When I first met [Miltonberger] he scared the hell out of me, but through time, working 

with him, I found he was a very compassionate man underneath.”986 Miltonberger 

stressed state pride during training; many of the 134th Infantry’s jeeps were painted with 
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the nickname “Cornhusker” followed by their identification number, while in April 1943, 

all of the regiment’s vehicle bumpers were painted red, one of the University of 

Nebraska’s school colors.987 

From 24-28 May, the 35th Infantry Division performed the MTP test.988 After a 

total of 1,700 separate evaluations, Colonel Howard S. Searle, the VII Corps G-3 

(operations and training officer), rated the division “satisfactory” and ready for the next 

training period.989 Miltonberger wrote that the 134th Infantry “finished so far ahead of 

every other unit in the Division it wasn’t even a contest,” as a reward, fifteen percent of 

the men were given passes on the afternoon of 29 May.990 The regimental band played in 

Ozark, Alabama’s Memorial Day parade.991 In June, the 2nd Battalion, 197th Infantry, 

started training for an operation to retake Kiska.992 The 35th Infantry Division’s second 

phase of training lasted eleven weeks and focused on the operation of small units.993 On 3 

July, the regimental staff ran the “infiltration course” that required soldiers to crawl 

through barbed wire and log obstacles as dynamite charges exploded nearby and live 

ammunition was fired safely overhead. “It surprised a few privates to see a full-bird 

colonel994 sliding on his belly in the mud right along with them.”995  

One drain on the personnel of Nebraska National Guard units in 1943 was the 

Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP), conceived in late 1942 to use colleges to 

give academic training to qualified enlisted men.996 The number of men selected was 

relatively small, but technical units often lost many intelligent men, and units with a 

lower percentage of these men could not afford to lose any.997 Unless starting in the 

ASTP’s “advanced” phase, men were reduced in rank “without prejudice” to private.998 

The workload was heavy, with thirty-six weeks of “basic” work equivalent to one and a 
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half years of college.999 In April 1943, some of the 134th Infantry’s “proposed applicants” 

filled out questionnaires.1000 After voluntary applications to the ASTP proved 

disappointing, it was “decided to test…every eligible…man whether he expressed 

interest or not.”1001 On 9 July, eighteen men of the 134th Infantry were ordered to report 

to Alabama Polytechnic Institute for onboarding.1002 Three days later, orders came for 

twenty-nine more.1003 Fortunately, men found unsuitable for the ASTP were usually 

returned to their units.1004  

In spring 1943, the AGF revised the infantry division’s structure to economize 

manpower. The table of organization of 15 July decreased the size of the division from 

15,514 officers and men to 14,253.1005 The division artillery and infantry regiment bands 

were replaced with a single division band.1006 On 14 July, the 134th Infantry Band was 

reassigned to Camp Shelby, being consolidated with the 28th Infantry Regiment Band to 

form the 65th Infantry Division Band.1007 The loss of the band was “a real blow to unit 

morale” in the 134th, and skilled musicians organized a “drum and bugle corps.”1008 With 

the new table of organization, the 110th Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, 

and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company did not see as drastic of changes as the 

134th Infantry Regiment.1009 The “by the book” structure of 35th Infantry Division units 

relevant to the Nebraska National Guard will be laid out below. 

The infantry regiment had 151 officers, five warrant officers, and 3,100 enlisted 

men.1010 It had a headquarters and headquarters company (twelve officers, one warrant 

officer, and ninety-five men),1011 antitank company (seven officers and 158 men),1012 

cannon company (five officers and 113 men),1013 service company (ten officers, four 

warrant officers, and one hundred men),1014 medical detachment (nine officers and 126 
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men),1015 and three battalions (35 officers and 836 men each).1016 The medical 

detachment operated a regimental aid station (for units not in a battalion) and three 

battalion aid stations. The four sections provided aid men (three each for the antitank and 

cannon companies, one each for the headquarters and service companies, and one per 

rifle or heavy weapons platoon), and each battalion section also had twelve litter bearers. 

Three chaplains in the regimental headquarters provided religious and morale services. 

The antitank company had three platoons, each of three squads, and a three-squad 

“mine platoon” to lay and remove mines. The cannon company (an artillery unit equipped 

with six light 105 mm howitzers) had three platoons, each of two sections. The service 

company had a headquarters, a regimental headquarters platoon, and a transportation 

platoon. One transportation platoon section served each battalion, and the antitank, 

cannon, and headquarters companies. Each infantry battalion had a headquarters and 

headquarters company (nine officers and 117 men),1017 three rifle companies (six officers 

and 187 men each),1018 and a heavy weapons company (eight officers and 152 men).1019 

Each rifle company had four platoons. Three were rifle platoons, each with three squads. 

The fourth platoon was a weapons platoon, with a machine gun section of two light 

machine gun squads and a mortar section of two 60 mm mortar squads. Each heavy 

weapons company had two machine gun platoons, each of two sections of two squads, 

and an 81 mm mortar platoon of three sections, each of two squads.  

The medical battalion had thirty-five officers, two warrant officers, and 429 men. 

There was a headquarters and headquarters detachment of seven officers, two warrant 

officers, and thirty-five men.1020 Each of the three collecting companies had five officers 

and ninety-eight men.1021 The clearing company, which could operate one or two stations 
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depending upon the tactical situation or casualty load, had twelve officers and one 

hundred men.1022 The quartermaster company had ten officers and 183 men, split between 

the division quartermaster’s section,1023 the company headquarters,1024 a service 

platoon,1025 and three truck platoons.1026 The ordnance light maintenance company had 

nine officers, one warrant officer, and 137 men, split between the division ordnance 

officer’s section,1027 the company headquarters,1028 a supply platoon,1029 an armament 

repair platoon,1030 and an automotive repair platoon.1031 

Beginning in early 1943, enlisted men over thirty-eight who could prove they 

were more useful as civilians than as soldiers were discharged or transferred to the 

ERC.1032 Likewise, men capable of only “limited service” and found unsuitable for other 

duties were discharged.1033 A decision in late 1941 to not increase the capacity of RTCs 

commensurately with the Army’s expansion (later reneged upon) meant that existing 

units, which had priority on RTC graduates, often still received recruits from reception 

centers and had to run several training programs concurrently, leading to deficiencies in 

building combat teams.1034 The U.S. Army’s methods of personnel assignment 

contributed to a decline in the 134th Infantry’s mental sharpness. Beginning in 1942, the 

AAF took a high proportion of the most intelligent men.1035 A 1943 study found that men 

assigned to infantry duty tended to be shorter, lighter, and less educated than the Army 

average. By October 1943, the AGCT scores of the 134th Infantry’s 2,819 enlisted men 

were as follows: 130-160, 2.94 percent; 110-129, 27.77 percent; 90-109, 34.44 percent; 

below 90: 34.83 percent. Several men volunteered for service in the 5th Ranger Battalion, 

scheduled for activation at Camp Forrest, Tennessee,1036 and for the Parachute School at 

Fort Benning.1037 
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 In spring 1943, a pool of officers earlier ordered to be carried as overstrength in 

units began to be used as a source of overseas replacements. Until late 1943, no 

distinction was made between “regular” and overstrength officers. Units were to dispense 

with their overstrength before moving overseas.1038 The 134th Infantry was routinely 

raided for a few officers at a time for replacements and for use as instructors at Infantry 

RTCs, from which they also received officers in return.1039 By summer 1943, the 134th 

Infantry was fast becoming an “all-American regiment.” On 15 June, twelve states 

contributed more than 100 enlisted men to the unit: Nebraska led with 750; Michigan had 

163; Ohio, 161; Tennessee, 122; Illinois, 115; North Carolina, 111; Iowa, 110; Alabama, 

105; Kansas, 104; New York and Minnesota, 103 each; and Missouri, 101.1040 In late 

July, Butler B. Miltonberger wrote to Truman that he had heard rumors that the 35th 

Infantry Division “had been cut from the maneuver list…and would proceed directly to 

Hawaii,” but said, “Plans change, however, so fast…it is foolish to count on anything 

until it actually happens.”1041  

On 16 August, the 35th Infantry Division Artillery Band was disbanded and the 

134th Infantry Regiment reorganized under the table of organization of 15 July, activating 

its cannon company. Officers from the 134th Infantry’s antitank and heavy weapons 

companies and twelve enlisted men from the 127th Field Artillery were the cadre for the 

company, and the 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company issued them their 

howitzers.1042 On 17 August, the 2nd Battalion, 197th Infantry, was informed that the 

initial landings on Kiska had found the island deserted, evacuated by the Japanese. The 

battalion returned uneventfully to Adak.1043 With the Allied invasions of Sicily in July 

and mainland Italy in September, officer transfers to AGF Overseas Replacement Depot 
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#1 at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, were “indicative of heavy casualties on the 

Italian front” to the author of the 134th Infantry’s diary.1044  

From 22-28 August, an RCT maneuver was held in the Conecuh National Forest 

on the Alabama-Florida border.1045 Sergeant John L. Cantoni was one of the heroes of the 

war games, pulling three men to safety from the Cumberland River after an assault boat 

capsized, even though he could not swim.1046 On 7 October, Second Lieutenant Lewis E. 

Dailey, who had gone to the Aleutians with the 2nd Battalion in 1942 and was 

subsequently selected for Infantry OCS, reported for duty with the 134th Infantry, being 

assigned as a platoon commander in Company K.1047 On 21 October, fifty-six year old 

Lieutenant Colonel James B. Anderson of Lincoln, who had succeeded Lee R. Pierce as 

commander of the 110th Medical Battalion, was transferred because of the age-in-grade 

policy. Eight days later, Major Millard W. Hall, a Kansas World War I veteran who had 

been an obstetrician as a civilian, took command.1048 On 24 October, the 134th Infantry 

was notified that it would participate in the Second Army Tennessee Maneuvers with the 

35th Infantry Division. Afterwards, it would move to a new permanent station.1049 

The maneuvers were conducted over 15,000 square miles of Tennessee, selected 

because they resembled the geography of France, Germany, and Italy, alongside the 14th 

Armored Division, 87th and 100th Infantry Divisions, and XI Corps units.1050 The eight 

phases were “movement to contact, meeting engagement, and aggressive action by both 

sides,” “meeting engagement, aggressive action by a larger force, and the withdrawal of a 

small force,” “Aggressive action against a covering force, with a view to forcing it to 

withdraw across or through an obstacle,” “Attack and defense of a river line, the 

objective of the attacker to require the crossing of his major elements” (run twice), 
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“Coordinated attack of a prepared position. Situation to…permit at least 24 hours 

of…unobserved work on the defensive position,” “Delaying action…over a considerable 

distance,” and “Breakthrough of an over-extended position and a withdrawal of the 

defender over a considerable distance.”1051 

During the third and fourth phases, “the 35th Division was…commended in one 

instance by Major General Hall representing the Second Army commander and in the 

other…by Lieutenant General Fredendall, Commanding General, Second Army, in 

person. Recognition of this nature is unusual and clearly indicated…performance above 

the normal standard.”1052 Butler B. Miltonberger wrote that these were “the first extensive 

winter maneuvers ever held by the army.” “No time was called for rain, sleet, or snow, 

and the men endured hardships, the likes of which I have never seen.”1053 Thanksgiving 

was postponed, but the 134th Infantry’s daily log noted “the meal was…a credit to all 

kitchens of the Regiment.”1054 On 21 December, the regiment was notified that its new 

permanent station would be Camp Butner, North Carolina, near the city of Durham.1055 A 

“truce” was declared over Christmas and many men received passes, with “Nashville 

getting the biggest play.”1056 

The 134th Infantry finished with a rating of “excellent.” Quantitatively, it was one 

of the highest ratings given to any infantry regiment in the Tennessee Maneuver Area, 

and boosted the 35th Infantry Division’s stock in the priority for movement overseas. 

Miltonberger hoped for an early departure, but noted it would likely not come before 

April 1944.1057 According to Brodfuehrer, Camp Butner was, 

[A] small camp…well laid out with plenty of everything, good PXs, service clubs 

and movies. All quarters were wooden barracks and one of the cleanest camps we 

had found…. While at Camp Butner…Durham was the main city. It was a wide-

awake city with many old southern sights to see, friendly people and many places 
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to take care of and help the service men pass the time. The Tap-Room of the 

Washington Duke Hotel was the meeting place; soft easy chairs, soft music and 

not much noise. There were also many hot spots for the ones who wanted 

action.1058 

 

Preparations for overseas movement started at Camp Butner. Outdated or worn-out 

clothing, equipment, and weapons were exchanged,1059 and shortages of “POM items” 

that the AGF required for units going overseas were rectified.1060 Unfit officers and men 

were transferred, replacements to bring units to full strength were received, and training 

was intensified. The 134th Infantry began a series of weekly fifteen-mile marches.1061 On 

2 February 1944, the regiment received twenty-seven M1903A4 bolt-action rifles with 

telescopic sights, “full TBA on this item.1062” The 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance 

Company trained armorers on the rifles.1063 Beginning on 28 March 1944, eighty-one of 

the most competent marksmen in the regiment started a course “which, it is intended, will 

make expert snipers of two men from each platoon.”1064 

The effect of personnel turbulence on the identity of National Guard units can be 

seen by the 134th Infantry Regiment’s composition in January 1944, about three months 

before it sailed for England. Guy N. Henninger was sent a roster of the forty-five officers 

and 447 men in the regiment that remained out of the eighty-three officers, one warrant 

officer, and 1,564 men who had been inducted into federal service with the regiment in 

December 1940. 580 more enlisted men from Nebraska joined the regiment until January 

1944, for a total of 1,072 Nebraskans.1065 Miltonberger resented War Department 

personnel policies that functioned regardless of the components of the men involved, 

writing that “It has been a difficult task to keep the organization together, as the ‘new 

thought’…is to break State identity which results in the loss of morale and esprit. We will 



  
 

121 

all have much to say…after this is all concluded, but, as you know, to even mention it 

now would mean elimination.”1066 He told Ralph E. Truman that 

There are very few of us left to carry the torch, for as you know, the policy is to 

break organizations up before too many get well acquainted. In view of that, I 

have been fortunate in keeping the 134th Infantry together as I have, and I believe 

I have demonstrated the fact of organizational esprit and morale. If I return at the 

conclusion of this war I hope to engage actively in this educational movement.1067 

 

In early 1944, Miltonberger commissioned two members of Company D, 134th Infantry, 

to write a history of the company starting from its induction into federal service.1068 The 

articles, published in the North Platte Telegraph in June, noted with names, dates, and 

destinations, how eighty-seven of the 124 original enlisted men and all four original 

officers had been transferred to Army units of other branches, volunteered for Air Corps 

aircrew training, Ranger training, or OCS, applied for discharge to reenlist in the Navy, 

or had left military service for various reasons.1069 Francis S. Greenlief found “a 

sympathetic Nebraskan in the personnel office” at Fort Benning and managed to secure 

reassignment to the 134th Infantry.1070 He reported for duty on 17 February and was 

assigned as a platoon commander in Company L.1071  

From 21 February to 9 March, the 35th Infantry Division’s RCTs trained in 

mountain warfare in the West Virginia Maneuver Area, located on two million acres in 

and around the Monongahela National Forest.1072 On 22 February, personnel trained in 

rock climbing. Individual, squad, and platoon training progressed to a Battalion Combat 

Team (BCT) problem starting on 28 February, where the 1st Battalion opposed the 2nd 

and 3rd Battalions. The BCT problem was critiqued on 1 March, and an RCT problem 

began that afternoon. After being “extended 24 hours to allow the personnel…to get the 

most out of it,” the exercise ended at noon on 3 March. “Combat Team 134” then 
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participated in a “covered march”1073 to a new area for a “firing problem” on 6 March. 

On 7 March, equipment was turned in, and the combat team left for Camp Butner the 

next day.1074 A “mule training detachment” of the 134th Infantry trained in the maneuver 

area from 15-28 March.1075 During the maneuvers, “all officers were assigned to [table of 

organization] jobs,” with the surplus attached unassigned until transferred out.1076 On 24 

March, Lewis E. Dailey was reassigned to Company L’s second platoon as Robert L. 

Fowler’s platoon commander; Fowler had since become a platoon sergeant, with the rank 

of technical sergeant.1077 The 35th Infantry Division was ordered to the staging area at 

Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, for overseas shipment, to arrive between 2-6 May.1078 On 6 

April, Guy N. Henninger visited the 134th Infantry.1079 On 31 March, the 2nd Battalion, 

197th Infantry sailed for Prince Rupert, British Columbia, Canada. Trains then took the 

battalion to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas.1080 On 22 April, the battalion was awarded battle 

honors for participation in the Aleutian Islands campaign.1081 On 26 April, the 35th 

Infantry Division was administratively assigned to the U.S. Third Army, which had 

moved to England in late 1943. Lieutenant General George S. Patton would later 

command this Army when its headquarters was activated in France in August 1944.1082 

The composition of Nebraska National Guard units changed drastically between 

December 1940 and spring 1944, but one-quarter to one-third of their personnel were still 

from the state, either Guardsmen or soldiers who joined later. Twenty-three percent of the 

134th Infantry’s enlisted men were from Nebraska when it went overseas.1083 Most of the 

leadership positions in the regiment were held by Nebraskans, however. The S-1 

(personnel officer), S-2 (intelligence officer), S-3 (operations and training officer), and S-

4 were all from Nebraska, although Lieutenant Colonel Albert D. Sheppard, a 
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Missourian, had been executive officer since January 1942.1084 Fourteen of the regiment’s 

twenty companies or detachments were commanded by Nebraskans. As a lasting effect of 

the age-in-grade policy on the National Guard, most lieutenants in the regiment were now 

Reservists or OCS graduates, with only some being Nebraska Guardsmen commissioned 

from the 35th Division in 1941 or reassigned to the 134th after OCS.1085 A majority of 

rifle, machine gun, mortar, and antitank squads and cannon sections were commanded by 

Nebraskans, and most platoon sergeants and platoon guides also came from the state.1086 

The 2nd Battalion had fewer Nebraskans than its sister battalions because of its 

reconstruction in 1942-1943.1087 Frank E. Conner, a World War I veteran, enlisted in 

Company I, 134th Infantry, in 1924. He had been company first sergeant since May 1927, 

and also was briefly the regimental sergeant major, the regiment’s chief clerk.1088 The 

Service Company had the highest proportion of Nebraskans of any regimental unit.1089  

Table 8: Nebraskans in Command Positions, 134th Infantry Regiment, May 19441090 
Unit Commander Enlisted Inducted with (rank) 

Regimental HQ Lt. Col. B.B. Miltonberger 12 May 

1923 

1st Battalion (Maj.) 

HQ Company Capt. Thurston J. Palmer 11 Feb. 

19241091 

HQ Det., 2nd Bn. (1st 

Lt.) 

Cannon Co. Capt. L.D. Asher 19 Nov. 

19401092 

Company E (Cpl.) 

Service Co. Capt. Milton H. Maurer 22 Dec. 

19311093 

Service Co. (2nd Lt.) 

Medical Det. Maj. Robert H. Townley 23 Jul. 

19401094 

Medical Det. (1st Lt.) 

HQ, 1st Bn. Maj. Alford C. Boatsman 13 Apr. 

19281095 

Company C (1st Lt.) 

HQ Co., 1st Bn. 1st Lt. Donald J. Krebsbach 3 Jun. 

19331096 

Company G (Sgt.) 

Company A Capt. Lorin S. McCown 9 Sep. 

19301097 

Company C (Sgt.) 

Company B Capt. Francis C. Mason 9 May 

19271098 

Co. C (2nd Lt., NGUS) 

Company D Capt. Donald C. Rubottom 27 Feb. 

19381099 

Company F (Cpl.) 
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HQ, 2nd Bn. Lt. Col. Denver W. Wilson 11 May 

19231100 

Company D (1st Lt.) 

Company E Capt. Carlyle F. McDannel 3 Sep. 

19321101 

Company G (2nd Lt.) 

Company G Capt. Elbert B. O’Keeffe 18 Sep. 

19361102 

HQ Company (1st Sgt.) 

Company H Capt. Charles E. Hake 8 Sep. 

19381103 

Company D (Sgt.) 

HQ, 3rd Bn. Maj. Alfred Thomsen 21 Jul. 

19231104 

Regimental HQ (Capt.) 

HQ Co., 3rd Bn. Capt. Arnold I. Maurer 20 Oct. 

19311105 

Service Co. (1st Lt.) 

Company K Capt. Richard D. Melcher 27 Apr. 

19331106 

Company L (2nd Lt.) 

Company M Capt. Earl. J. Ruby 7 Feb. 

19381107 

Company H (Cpl.) 

 

In the 110th Medical Battalion, Major Paul J. Huber, formerly the commander of 

Company G, 110th Medical Regiment, was the battalion executive officer.1108 Second 

Lieutenant Harold W. Taylor, commissioned in the NGUS upon induction into federal 

service, was the S-2. Richard A. Burke and James E. Shipps, enlisted men at induction, 

had become warrant officers (S-1 and assistant S-4).1109 Ferdinand G. Brodfuehrer, a 

charter member of the 130th Collecting Company and later first sergeant of Company A, 

had been battalion sergeant major since July 1942.1110 Captain Everett G. Brillhart, a 

junior officer in the Clearing Company, was a Reserve officer from Shelby, Nebraska, 

who had been ordered to active duty in March 1941.1111 Captain Frederick S. Webster, 

the commander of Company A, and Captain Evans Z. Hornberger, a junior officer in 

Company C, were University of Nebraska medical school graduates who had joined the 

Army as doctors.1112 Thirty-three of the battalion’s forty-one “key enlisted men” were 

either prewar Guardsmen or draftees from Nebraska.1113  

One-third of the enlisted men in the 35th Quartermaster Company and the 735th 

Ordnance Light Maintenance Company were Nebraskans.1114 35th Infantry Division Band 
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leader Warrant Officer Lawrence D. Sites, from Table Rock, Nebraska, enlisted in the 

110th Medical Regiment Band in June 1933. After the promotion of band leader Warrant 

Officer Lyle A. Welch to second lieutenant in 1941 and subsequent transfer, Sites was 

promoted from private to warrant officer to fill the vacancy. He led the 35th Infantry 

Division Artillery Band in 1942-1943 before being assigned as division band leader.1115 

Lieutenant Colonel Delbert C. Leffler, the former commander of the 137th Motor 

Transport Company and the 1st Battalion, 110th Quartermaster Regiment, had been 

division G-4 since taking the position from Harry H. Ellis in February 1941.1116  

Two and a half years of training in the United States after the country entered 

World War II in locations such as California, Alabama, Tennessee, North Carolina, and 

West Virginia prepared the Nebraska National Guard’s 134th Infantry Regiment, 110th 

Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance 

Company to take their places as integral parts of the 35th Infantry Division. Butler B. 

Miltonberger, commander of the 134th Infantry Regiment, remained fiercely loyal to his 

men, leveraging state pride and devotion to the infantry’s mission of closing with and 

destroying the enemy to produce a high state of discipline and readiness. Performance by 

elements of the regiment during a secret mission to the Aleutian Islands in 1942, and 

training tests and maneuvers in Alabama, Tennessee and West Virginia in 1943 and 

1944, brought further recognition. Although many prewar Nebraska National Guardsmen 

had left their units, many of those that remained had risen to positions of leadership, 

evidence of their military efficiency.  
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Chapter 5 

From Cornrow to Hedgerow: The Nebraska National Guard in Combat, 1944-1945 

 After being inducted into federal service in December 1940, prior to U.S. entry 

into World War II, and training for over forty months in the United States in Arkansas, 

Louisiana, California, Alabama, Tennessee, and West Virginia, the Nebraska National 

Guard’s 134th Infantry Regiment, 110th Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, 

and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company, assigned to the 35th Infantry Division, 

finally got the opportunity for combat. The Nebraska National Guard’s twenty 

uninterrupted years of service to its state during the interwar period had generated an 

appreciation for their efforts, and the soldiers’ morale was raised by Omaha World-

Herald newspaper reporter Lawrence W. Youngman, who went to England and 

proceeded to follow them across France from July to December 1944. During fighting in 

France, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands in 1944-1945, the 134th 

Infantry Regiment would earn four Distinguished Unit Citations, the U.S. Army’s highest 

unit award, for extraordinary performance in combat, and hundreds of individual awards 

for combat valor and meritorious service while under the leadership of Nebraskans. 

Nebraska National Guard units participated in some of the most well-known 

battles of World War II in Europe, including the Battle of Normandy, the race across 

France, the Battle of the Bulge, and the invasion of Germany. Led by Colonel Butler B. 

Miltonberger, the officers and men of the 134th Infantry Regiment that had developed 

their skills through years of peacetime service in the National Guard and nearly four 

years of wartime training ensured that the regiment remained effective in combat despite 

suffering heavy casualties. While not exposed to constant danger like the soldiers of the 
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134th Infantry, those in the 110th Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, and 

735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company, provided valuable services in ensuring the 

35th Infantry Division remained combat effective. 

On 11 May, the main body of the division departed the port of New York on three 

ships. The 134th Infantry was aboard the SS Edmund B. Alexander, while the 110th 

Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance 

Company were aboard the SS Thomas H. Barry.1117 On 25 May, the division arrived in 

England, and was billeted across the southwest of the country.1118 Lawrence Youngman 

was one of the Omaha World-Herald’s best-known reporters. Born in Harveyville, 

Kansas, on 21 June 1905, he graduated from Kansas State Agricultural College in spring 

1927 with a journalism degree, later working for the Manhattan Mercury and Morning 

Chronicle in Manhattan, Kansas.1119 After taking a tour of Europe and briefly writing for 

Aviation magazine, he moved to Omaha in 1929.1120  

At the World-Herald, Youngman specialized in aviation, but also covered 

“general assignment” stories. After U.S. entry into World War II, he tried to enlist in the 

military, but was medically disqualified. In 1942, he wrote most of the lead stories in the 

statewide scrap drive that inspired a similar national campaign and earned the World-

Herald the 1943 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service. In early 1944, Youngman successfully 

convinced the paper’s owner and editor to let him obtain credentials from the U.S. 

government as a civilian war correspondent.1121 In late May, he traveled to England, 

taking advantage of the World-Herald’s wide Midwestern distribution to “concern 

himself with news of…interest to Nebraskans and western Iowans—what Nebraska and 

Iowa boys are doing” and “seek information of interest to parents and other relatives.”1122 
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On 5 June, the 2nd Battalion, 197th Infantry, was commended by Lieutenant 

General Simon B. Buckner, Jr., commander of the Alaskan Department, who wrote 

“The…terrain and unfavorable weather…created handicaps which troops are not 

normally expected to endure, but your ruggedness enabled you to overcome all 

difficulties and produce outstanding accomplishments.” The “zeal and enthusiasm” of the 

battalion was “a major contribution in the overpowering of the enemy” and “The 

faithfulness and devotion to duty of all…is a source of inspiration and pride.”1123 The day 

after the Allies’ 6 June assault on the Normandy beaches of northwestern France that 

started the liberation of the country from the Germans. Youngman’s first story, about 

Londoners’ reactions to the invasion, reached the World-Herald.1124  

On 13 June, Clarence J. Stewart, “in no mood to be writing anything,” told Butler 

B. Miltonberger about the impending inactivation of the battalion. Stewart requested that 

all the officers attend service schools before reassignment.1125 If found qualified, the 

enlisted men were sent as instructors to Fort Benning, Camp Hood, Texas, Camp 

Robinson, and Fort George G. Meade. Frank Dunkley attempted to get the battalion’s 

officers assigned to serve with him in the 65th Infantry Division, but was not successful; 

on 22 June, all the lieutenants, except those already at schools, received orders to report 

for overseas shipment as replacements, and Stewart noted he was one of only five 

officers remaining in the battalion.1126 On 26 June, the battalion was inactivated.1127  

Captain Lysle I. Abbott wrote to the World-Herald describing Youngman’s first 

visit to the 134th Infantry, saying that 

This is a very small world after all. Tonight the colonel called and said he 

was bringing a guest with him… Thinking that another staff officer was about to 

visit, I delegated the task to the sergeant major and went on about my business. 

This was a mistake, for who should walk in with the colonel but a man from The 
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World-Herald—Lawrence Youngman. Had I known that such a tangible 

connection with Omaha was about to arrive I would have made ready in a manner 

fit for a king. 

The poor fellow has been the target for a thousand questions. He is really a 

very nice guy and his being here has been very entertaining for us all.1128 

 

Likewise, Captain Albert B. Osborne of the Service Company, 134th Infantry, was 

appreciative of Youngman’s efforts, and he wrote to the World-Herald saying, 

Somewhere in England: Mere words cannot describe our feelings of 

gratitude and appreciation for having sent Mr. Lawrence Youngman to cover the 

progress of the war on the European front. It is the consensus of all the men 

hailing from the middle west, particularly Nebraska, that a better choice could not 

have been made. 

It is indeed gratifying to know that we are still in the hearts and minds of 

our friends back home, and we now feel certain that when the record…is written 

about our additional European training, as well as our deeds on the field of battle, 

it will be done by one who understands us and whom we have learned to love.1129 

 

Youngman would later be assigned a jeep (marked “Ye Omaha Bugle” on the 

windshield) and driver (Private John Robidoux of Falls City, formerly of Company B) so 

he could track down story material at his leisure.1130 His first information about the 134th 

Infantry reached the World-Herald on 24 June.1131 Two days later, General Dwight D. 

Eisenhower and George S. Patton, accompanied by Paul W. Baade, visited the regiment 

and watched it train. Youngman wrote that 

Prior to the parade, Gen. Eisenhower watched an infantry squad simulate a 

frontal attack and envelopment of a machine gun nest. This squad was part of a 

battalion commanded by Lt. Col. Alfred Thomsen, Route 2, Florence. Among the 

members of the squad were S/Sgt. Almoreen S. Haller, Bassett; Pfc. Harold R. 

Barrett, 2184 Ruggles street, Omaha; and Pfc. Elger [sic] L. Tiedtke, Norfolk. 

As the riflemen advanced on the machine gun nest Eisenhower and the 

other generals walked along beside them, queried them about their procedure and 

instructed them on how to improve it. One rifleman had his gunsights set for three 

hundred yards. Eisenhower told him he would do better if he changed it to two 

hundred yards. And he did do better.1132 

 

Miltonberger said that “Gen. Eisenhower gathered the troops around him…and told them 

that he was a Kansas boy and…he was very proud of this Nebraska Regiment and he 
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souped up the men to no end; really gave them the business.”1133 Eisenhower said, “For 

me there is a great deal of sentiment in the fact that a man from Kansas has come 

to…England to welcome you men from Nebraska. What I have seen has pleased me 

mightily. You look to me like you are ready to take your place in the battle line.1134 A 

warning order for movement to a port was received only five days later.1135  

Normandy’s terrain proved a formidable obstacle to Americans trying to dislodge 

the Germans. Since before the Roman conquest of what is now France in the 1st century 

BCE, Norman farmers had divided their fields and penned in their animals with piles of 

dirt and rocks around the edges, in lieu of wooden fences. Over time, the “hedgerows” 

grew until they were generally two to five feet thick at the base, two to seven feet tall, 

and overgrown with grass, bushes and trees.1136 Narrow, unpaved roads limited vehicular 

movement, and interlocking tree branches made many roads resemble leafy tunnels.1137 

An eight square mile area often contained nearly 4,000 fields.1138 The Germans 

reinforced their positions in the hedgerows, leaving only small firing slits and 

camouflaging their dugouts with branches and logs so that they were impervious to all 

but direct hits by artillery. To root out the most ardent defenders, their positions had to be 

entered from the rear and hand grenades thrown inside.1139 

The 35th Infantry Division moved over Omaha Beach from 5-7 July 1944, and 

entered the front lines between two other National Guard divisions, the 30th Infantry 

Division to the west, and the 29th Infantry Division to the east.1140 Since the Third Army 

headquarters would not become active on the continent until early August, the 35th 

Infantry Division was attached to the First U.S. Army.1141 The 2nd Battalion, 134th 

Infantry relieved elements of the 120th Infantry Regiment, 30th Infantry Division, on 8 



  
 

131 

July, and suffered its first combat fatality the next day, when Private First Class Chester 

J. Romanowski of Company F, from, Michigan, was accidentally shot by a sentry.1142 Of 

the commanders of the seventy-nine National Guard infantry regiments inducted into 

federal service in 1940-1941, Butler B. Miltonberger was one of only eight who were at 

the helm of their units before or during the Guard’s training period prior to U.S. entry 

into World War II, and who took them overseas and into combat.1143 

The 137th and 320th Infantry Regiments launched their first attacks three days 

later, making slow progress against tenacious German resistance. While the 134th Infantry 

was in reserve, officers of the regiment went to the front lines as observers.1144 To 

prepare for the upcoming fighting, the regiment practiced tactics in captured hedgerows, 

with machine guns and automatic rifles spraying the opposite ends of the fields as rifle 

squads worked their way forward to attack with small arms fire and hand grenades.1145 

The 1st Battalion S-4, First Lieutenant Robert L. Gordon of Virginia, had the 735th 

Ordnance Light Maintenance Company weld bipods from captured German machine 

guns to the barrel jackets of American machine guns to replace their tripods, so the guns 

could be carried more easily and placed directly on the hedgerows for firing.1146 Some 

heavy weapons companies replaced their heavy machine guns with light models, and also 

acquired automatic rifles and submachine guns to increase their firepower.1147  

The 2nd Battalion returned to the regiment early on the 11th.1148 The 3rd Battalion 

relieved the 115th Infantry, 29th Infantry Division, on the night of the 14th, and 

Miltonberger’s attack order for the next day was disseminated.1149 Francis S. Greenlief 

remarked how a barrel of calvados, a traditional Noman apple brandy, eased nervousness 

and made the relief of the 115th go smoothly.1150 The 134th Infantry’s mission was to 
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destroy German forces north of the city of St. Lo and capture it.1151 About twenty miles 

inland from the Normandy beaches, St. Lo served as a German headquarters and was 

intersected by highways leading to other militarily useful Norman towns, including 

Carentan, Isigny, Avranches, and Bayeux. It is located on the east side of a loop in the 

Vire River, and is southeast of a bend where the river deviates to the east from its north-

south course. St. Lo is surrounded by hills, the most prominent of which is Hill 122 

(denoted for its height in meters) to the north; controlling St. Lo necessitated taking this 

high ground.1152 The 29th Infantry Division, which had landed on Omaha Beach on D-

Day, had struggled through the hedgerows for several weeks trying to take St. Lo, 

suffering heavy casualties. 

Forces supporting the 134th Infantry for the attack included the 737th Tank 

Battalion (less Company B), Company A, 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion, the First 

Platoon of Company A, 60th Engineer Battalion, and the 35th Infantry Division Artillery 

with a company from the 92nd Chemical Mortar Battalion attached. Lieutenant Colonel 

Alford C. Boatsman’s 1st Battalion, on the right, and Lieutenant Colonel Denver W. 

Wilson’s 2nd Battalion, on the left, would pass through Lieutenant Colonel Alfred 

Thomsen’s 3rd Battalion, the regimental reserve.1153 The attack, which Donald C. 

Rubottom (a captain in command of Company D at the time) described as “a penetration 

with little room for maneuver,” would depend upon “fire support and tenacity of the 

individual unit to gain the objective.”1154 To protect their leaders from German snipers, 

soldiers of the regiment discouraged saluting and removed the rank insignia from their 

uniforms and helmets, replacing the latter with a small white horizontal stripe (for NCOs) 

or vertical stripe (for officers) on the rear.1155 
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A fifteen-minute artillery barrage was fired at the German lines beginning at 5:15 

a.m. on 15 July, with the chemical mortar company firing smoke shells to blind known 

enemy positions. On the 1st Battalion left was Captain Lorin S. McCown’s Company A, 

with the first machine gun platoon of Company D attached, while on the right was 

Captain John E. Davis’ Company C and the second machine gun platoon of Company D. 

The artillery barrage was moved ahead on call from the infantry.1156 By 0630, Company 

C had advanced 600 to 900 yards. Unfortunately, half of the officers in the 1st Battalion’s 

rifle companies had become casualties; Company C, attacking the strongest part of the 

German defenses, lost about sixty percent of its fighting strength, but according to 

Rubottom, “was holding on to what they had gained through complete disregard of 

personal safety.” When the 1st Battalion executive officer, Major Warren C. Wood, went 

forward, he could locate only fifty-two men from the company.1157  

Company D’s aggressiveness also cost it heavily. The machine gun platoons 

suffered seventy percent casualties, with both platoon commanders killed. Technical 

Sergeants Bernard A. Elliott and Raymond D. Wentz, both original company members 

from North Platte, reorganized each platoon with two guns instead of four, with each gun 

manned by four men instead of the normal eight. The mortar platoon commander and two 

section leaders were wounded.1158 The fighting was so fierce that only four German 

prisoners were taken in the first two hours.1159 Late in the morning, Captain Francis C. 

Mason’s Company B relieved Company C. The advance had swung to the left, and 

Company A moved around the nose of Hill 122 with tanks, attacking the Germans from 

the rear behind Companies B and C and taking thirty-eight prisoners.1160 Many “German” 

prisoners taken around St. Lo were actually Czechs, Poles, Russians, or Yugoslavs that 
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had been conscripted into the Heer (German Army). Eager to desert, some had attacked 

their officers and escaped when the opportunity came.1161 By noon, the 1st Battalion had 

advanced over 2,100 yards.1162 The 2nd Battalion gained around 700 yards, while the 3rd 

Battalion moved up behind the 1st Battalion, taking fire from bypassed Germans in its 

assembly area.1163 Company I was involved in a firefight; Frank E. Conner was seriously 

wounded, but survived.1164 The 110th Medical Battalion processed over 500 wounded 

men on the first day.1165 First Lieutenant John A. Kapstein of Company C remarked that 

This experience was especially difficult…because not only were the wounds 

horrible, but ours had previously been a National Guard division, and the men had 

known each other—in some cases quite well…. Seeing their friends with horrible 

wounds was devastating… Unlike the emergency room work I had done…in 

which we did the best for our patients, but our relationship…was relatively 

impersonal, this situation involved a cohesive group…who had been friends.1166 

 

On 16 July, the 1st Battalion consolidated on the rear slope of Hill 122 and an 

evening counterattack by the Germans was defeated. The 2nd Battalion advanced little, 

while the 3rd Battalion, with tank destroyers in support, moved up to the right rear of the 

1st Battalion, the regimental right flank.1167 Private First Class Buster E. Brown of 

Company L, from Omaha, attacked a German machine gun nest with an automatic rifle 

and eliminated it, despite being wounded twice. Brown earned a Distinguished Service 

Cross, the U.S. Army’s second-highest award for combat valor.1168 Soldiers from 

Nebraska would earn three of the nine Distinguished Service Crosses awarded to men of 

the 35th Infantry Division during World War II.1169 

 On 17 July, all battalions of the 134th Infantry attacked before dawn. The 3rd 

Battalion was given tanks, tank destroyers, and a mortar company as support to move 

abreast of the 1st Battalion. McCown was wounded in the abdomen, and went to an aid 

station only when ordered by Alford C. Boatsman. For his actions from 15-17 July, that 
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included calling in artillery fire and leading his men while riding on a tank, McCown was 

awarded a Silver Star Medal, the U.S. military’s third-highest award for combat valor; 

Davis and Mason also earned the same medal for their actions, while Boatsman, 

Thomsen, and Wilson were awarded Bronze Star Medals, the fourth-highest valor 

award.1170 Robert L. Fowler’s platoon of forty-two men dwindled to six, and his platoon 

commander, Lewis E. Dailey, was killed in action.1171 Technical Sergeant John L. 

Cantoni, the platoon sergeant of the first platoon, Company L, was hit in the chest by a 

German bullet, but walked to an aid station.1172 Carl W. Saali’s brother Harry was killed, 

and “that broke up a pair of twins from Peru, Nebraska, which almost never had been 

separated.”1173 Francis S. Greenlief earned a Silver Star for destroying a German machine 

gun that had pinned down his men, making them reluctant to advance.1174 By the 

afternoon, the 1st Battalion had advanced 400 yards, clearing the crest of Hill 122.1175 The 

110th Medical Battalion’s ambulances and litter squads often went right up to the front to 

assist the division’s regimental medical personnel, and the battalion had its first fatality 

that day, Private Eugene A. Creekmore of California, from Company B.1176 

Because of heavy casualties, the remaining men in Company L’s first and second 

platoons were temporarily combined under Greenlief, with Fowler as platoon sergeant. 

The third platoon had not suffered as badly, and Fowler was relieved to learn that 

Technical Sergeant Leo L. Samson, his lifelong best friend, was unhurt.1177 On the night 

of 17-18 July, most German forces evacuated St. Lo.1178 On 18 July, the Germans’ final 

defensive line outside the town broke. Greenlief recalled that he “never [saw] such a 

burst of enthusiasm since. The men drove 1,200 yards in 30 minutes, shouting their 

motto, ‘All hell can’t stop us,’ and ‘Shoot at me so I can see you.’ The SS troops are 
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rugged fighters, but they didn’t know what was going on. They thought we were crazy 

men, and I guess maybe we were a little.”1179 The 3rd Battalion was ordered to withdraw 

patrols that had gone into the outskirts of St. Lo.1180 A 29th Infantry Division task force 

entered the city, eliminating snipers and pockets of resistance, and got “official” credit 

for its liberation. This angered many 134th Infantry veterans, although some professed not 

to care.1181 In the 1990s, Greenlief stated he felt that the liberation of St. Lo was a 

“complete team effort” for which no single unit was responsible.1182  

In early 1945, Paul W. Baade recommended the 1st Battalion, 134th Infantry, for a 

Distinguished Unit Citation. Butler B. Miltonberger wrote that it meant “a tremendous 

lot…in the matter of prestige & is a reward to the common soldier…won at a very high 

price.”1183 The citation, awarded in June 1945, praised the regiment for “tremendously 

significant” actions at St. Lo between 15-17 July 1944, with “countless deeds of 

individual and group heroism.”1184 The 134th Infantry spent time in St. Lo recuperating 

and integrating replacements for casualties. The Germans held the hills south of St. Lo, 

and the town was subject to artillery fire. During one barrage on 21 July, Corporal 

Richard S. Butterfield of the Medical Detachment, 134th Infantry, from Omaha, was 

loading a shell-shocked soldier into an ambulance. Butterfield successfully shielded the 

man with his own body, but was hit by shrapnel, having one leg blown off and the other 

fractured. He was awarded a Distinguished Service Cross.1185 

A Commonwealth offensive around the town of Caen in eastern Normandy turned 

into a stalemate, but attracted many German armored units, giving American forces an 

opportunity for a breakthrough in the west.1186 In preparation, the 735th Ordnance Light 

Maintenance Company manufactured spiked steel “hedge plows” for the tanks of the 
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737th Tank Battalion, letting them smash through hedgerows and drive through fields 

instead of being restricted to roads. In addition, the company perfected its maintenance 

methods. “Contact teams” visited units to inspect, repair on site, or take custody of 

damaged equipment, and “ten percent” inspections of division vehicles were made to 

ensure they were being properly maintained and look for any issues.1187 After a false start 

the previous day, American aircraft carpet-bombed a box-shaped area of the German 

front lines west of the Vire River and St. Lo on 25 July, disorienting enemy forces while 

American infantry and tanks began advancing.1188 The 35th Infantry Division maintained 

contact with withdrawing German troops south of St. Lo.1189  

On 28 July, Robert L. Fowler was hit in the thigh by a German bullet. Deemed 

unfit for further combat, he spent his remaining time overseas as an instructor.1190 After 

meeting relatively little resistance on 28 and 29 July, violent German artillery fire 

inflicted serious losses on the 1st and 3rd Battalions on 30 July, which became known in 

the latter battalion as “Bloody Sunday.” An artillery shell exploded over the battalion’s 

command group, seriously wounding Alfred Thomsen in the head and leading to his 

death in a military hospital in England a month later.1191 An exhausted Denver W. Wilson 

was evacuated, replaced as 2nd Battalion commander by his S-3, Captain Frederick C. 

Roecker. Thomsen’s replacement, Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Moore, came from the 

137th Infantry.1192 Company A, 110th Medical Battalion lost two men killed; Private 

Chester A. Zaleski and Joseph J. Toth.1193 July would turn out to be the bloodiest month 

of the war for the 134th Infantry, which suffered 1,384 men killed in action, died of 

wounds, wounded, or injured in only three weeks.1194 The heavy losses personally 

affected Miltonberger. After the seizure of Hill 122, the 35th Infantry Division chief of 
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staff visited the 134th Infantry’s command post, urging Miltonberger to continue to 

attack. Miltonberger tearfully rebuked him and told him to leave, as he had served for 

years with many of the men now listed as casualties.1195 

Despite slow initial progress, continuing pressure threw the Germans into disarray 

as leading parts of the Third Army neared the junction between the Cotentin and Brittany 

peninsulas.1196 On 5-6 August, the 35th Infantry Division was assigned to the Third 

Army.1197 In danger of encirclement, the Germans launched a surprise counterattack 

shortly after midnight on the night of 6-7 August, modified by Adolf Hitler into “a 

grandiose scheme” to split the American lines by driving to the sea at the base of the 

Cotentin Peninsula.1198 The Americans were alarmed, as communications with Patton’s 

forces could become threatened.1199 Despite penetrating the 30th Infantry Division’s lines, 

capturing the village of Mortain, and surrounding a battalion of the 120th Infantry on Hill 

314, the Germans could not break through. Hill 314 was key, allowing views of the 

countryside surrounding it for over twenty miles.1200 The 35th Infantry Division was 

temporarily attached to the U.S. First Army to help plug the gap in the American lines, 

being “flagged off the road” and ordered to move northeast toward the Mortain-Barenton 

road south of Hill 314.1201  

On 8 August, the 134th Infantry attacked with the 3rd Battalion on the right and the 

1st Battalion on the left. The 3rd Battalion made good progress, and Miltonberger 

committed the 2nd Battalion to assist the 1st. Frederick C. Roecker was wounded twice 

and evacuated, replaced first by an outsider, Lieutenant Colonel Fielder Greer, and then 

by Captain Carlyle F. McDannel of Hastings, from Company E. The 320th Infantry’s 

inability to advance on the 134th’s left meant the latter’s 3rd Battalion was exposed. That 
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evening, German tanks and infantry moved behind the 1st and 2nd Battalions from the 

north.1202 Tank fire demolished a 1st Battalion motor pool. The Cannon Company’s first 

platoon, surrounded by tanks, fired to no effect, and several men were killed or 

captured.1203 The 2nd Battalion section of the Medical Detachment surrendered, but was 

later returned after a prisoner exchange.1204 

On 9 August, the 3rd Battalion, 137th Infantry replaced the 1st Battalion, 134th, 

which reverted to regimental reserve, and the 3rd Battalion, 134th was attached to the 137th 

Infantry. The 1st Battalion motor pool was attacked again, and the 1st and 2nd Battalions’ 

supply route was cut off. The 1st Battalion was soon committed. A German machine gun 

pinned down Company A, and First Sergeant Leslie E. Gump, from Nebraska City, 

assisted in distracting the gun while a squad flanked the position. Gump used hand 

grenades to destroy the gun, but was killed. He earned a Silver Star posthumously.1205 

James A. Huston and Butler B. Miltonberger wrote that “his loss was a blow for the 

Regiment”1206 as he had tutored several other Company A men that had become first 

sergeants: Donald R. Simmons (Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion);1207 Eldon H. 

Bunn (Company B);1208 Herbert B. Rawlings (Company F);1209 Gerald A. Felthauser 

(Cannon Company);1210 and his own successor, Paul R. Pickering.1211 

That night, a new supply route was found. On 10 August, the 1st Battalion on the 

right, the 2nd in the center, and the 3rd Battalion, 137th Infantry, on the left, made progress 

against stiff resistance. The 320th Infantry had also advanced, and the next day a task 

force of its 1st Battalion, with the 737th Tank Battalion attached, reached the base of Hill 

314 despite suffering heavy losses.1212 The 320th Infantry’s commander could not spare 

any more men, so Corporals Hans Gehlsen and Verlin D. Young of the 35th 
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Quartermaster Company, both Nebraskans, volunteered to truck supplies to the men on 

Hill 314. Escorted by three light tanks, they drove through fields to avoid roadblocks and 

dodged artillery fire as they unloaded their supplies and brought back twenty wounded 

men and several German prisoners.1213 On 11 August, the Germans withdrew, and by the 

afternoon, the 134th Infantry achieved its objectives. It took the 35th Infantry Division 

four days and more than 700 casualties to cover eight miles.1214  

On 12 August, the 3rd Battalion continued to attack until only hours before it was 

to be relieved. Robert E. Moore was wounded, replaced by Captain (later Major) Harlan 

B. Heffelfinger, who after “Bloody Sunday” had moved to the 3rd Battalion as executive 

officer.1215 The next day, the 35th Infantry Division returned to Third Army control. The 

Mortain counterattack’s failure assisted Allied forces moving south and east in encircling 

tens of thousands of German troops, who simply had driven themselves deeper into the 

American lines.1216 The fighting had cost the 134th Infantry approximately 500 casualties, 

including about 130 men killed in action.1217 The Mortain fight made up about five-sixths 

of the 591 men killed, wounded, or injured in the regiment in August.1218 On 11 August, 

John E. Davis was transferred to the 1st Battalion headquarters.1219 

The 35th Infantry Division advanced east, protecting the south flanks of its 

assigned corps (the XII Corps) as well as the Third Army.1220 The Germans tried to 

reestablish a defensive line along the Seine River, and as the 4th Armored Division drove 

on to Sens, about seventy-five miles southeast of Paris, the 35th Infantry Division 

contended with any resistance. The occupied town of Montargis presented some anxiety, 

but division G-2 Lieutenant Colonel John T. Hoyne and his party negotiated the surrender 

of 270 Germans.1221 The 3rd Battalion, commanded by Warren C. Wood who had come 
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from the 1st Battalion in late August, advanced from town to town along the Loire River. 

On 22 August, Francis S. Greenlief was promoted to captain and commander of 

Company L.1222 First Lieutenant William P. Sheehy, of Hartington, an Antitank Company 

platoon commander, earned a Silver Star for leading his men in the destruction of many 

Germans and the capture of 360 others on 26 August.1223  

By September, Nebraskans led the 35th Infantry Division in Silver Star and 

Bronze Star Medals awarded, with forty-two out of 121 such awards.1224 The Western 

Allied strategy against Nazi Germany assigned the main effort to the British 21st Army 

Group and U.S. First Army in the north. The rapid advance from Normandy meant the 

Third Army outran its supply lines in late August and early September.1225 The 134th 

Infantry was forced to halt until more fuel could be built up, which allowed a movement 

of 125 miles into the Lorraine region of eastern France.1226 Major General Manton S. 

Eddy, the XII Corps commander, planned to use the 4th Armored Division and 35th 

Infantry Division to cross the Meurthe and Moselle Rivers and encircle the city of 

Nancy.1227 The city of roughly 100,000 people was the largest in the Lorraine.  

There are many forts in the area of Nancy that date to the Franco-Prussian War, 

including Fort de Pont St. Vincent, on a ridge south of the Moselle with commanding 

views in all directions. It has walls 300 yards long, firing ports, and underground 

chambers.1228 The first platoon of Company A, 134th Infantry, assisted a mechanized 

cavalry unit in occupying the fort on 9 September. The rest of the company joined the 

platoon, but Captain William D. Brodbeck of Omaha, Lorin S. McCown’s successor, was 

wounded. As German troops crossed the Moselle, moving atop the fort, First Lieutenant 

Constant J. Kjems of New York ordered his men to retreat underground, arranging an 
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artillery barrage on the fort. In 1946, Brodbeck wrote to the 134th Infantry’s S-3 at the 

time, then-Major Dan E. Craig, that “This is just a story, but one man told me that he 

counted 500 German bodies stacked in piles after the attack.”1229  

On the morning of 10 September the 35th Infantry Division advanced to the west 

bank of the Moselle, with the 134th and 137th Infantry to cross the river.1230 That 

afternoon, a patrol from the 2nd Battalion, 134th Infantry discovered an intact bridge near 

the village of Flavigny. The battalion was ordered to seize it immediately.1231 That 

moment would herald one of the darkest nights of the war for the regiment. At about 7:00 

p.m., Company F, 134th Infantry, and the Second Platoon, Company A, 60th Engineer 

Battalion, crossed the bridge. The latter unit worked to de-mine the bridge. German 

machine guns opened up when Companies E and G of the regiment followed.1232 

Sergeant Edward Farris of Company G, from Kentucky, recalled that “there was a slow 

grinding halt to our movement and we began to hear the Germans talking up the 

highway…”1233 Supporting tank destroyers failed to appear, and Frederick Roecker 

remembered how the 1st Battalion, which was to cross after the 2nd, got lost, never 

reaching the bridge, and only part of one artillery battalion was available. 

The Germans started firing artillery at the bridge, and small arms fire forced 

Roecker, who crossed the bridge four times before he was wounded for a second time and 

evacuated, to crawl on his belly.1234 The 2nd Battalion withdrew to the river’s edge around 

midnight, and Farris and his comrades dug in “just behind…in whatever little fold we 

could find…to the extent that many of our boys’ legs—including my own—were literally 

in the water. We were just peeping over the…bank enough to fire our weapons.”1235 

Artillery fire intensified, and at about 1:30 a.m., the bridge was knocked out.1236 Roecker 
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recalled that “When the artillery began…there was also a loud explosion or two…and 

I’ve later read that the bridge was wired but for some reason was not detonated until [we] 

got across. Maybe it was planned that way, maybe it wasn’t.”1237 Two German infantry 

attacks were driven off.1238 Tanks could then be heard moving, and Farris remembered 

how their “slow, inexorable movement…down the highway” was demoralizing and 

frightening, since the battalion was without artillery support or antitank weapons.1239  

Technical Sergeant Thomas E. Higley, of Lincoln, realized the danger and tried to 

get as many men of Company G back across the river as he could. His actions later 

earned him a battlefield commission as a second lieutenant.1240 The German tanks fired at 

the Americans on the river bank, and Farris remembered how “A lot of those guys were 

killed; I think they probably fell…and disappeared in the water.”1241 He then heard his 

company commander shout “every man for himself!” Many Americans surrendered, 

while others tried to swim back to friendly lines.1242 Farris considered surrendering, but 

decided to try and escape. He remembered that “the German tank machine 

guns…extracted a terrible toll on us fellas that were trying to swim. As I’m 

swimming…I’m seeing guys getting hit in the water…. There were other American boys 

screaming… Some were drowning, having been hit and this machine gun just ripping 

them apart up and down.” Farris was brought to the regimental command post to give his 

account of what happened.1243 The 2nd Battalion’s tenacity complicated plans for a 

coordinated attack on the morning of 11 September. At 0300, the 3rd Battalion was 

ordered to cross the river to the 2nd Battalion’s right, with the 1st Battalion to follow. 

Warren C. Wood convinced Butler B. Miltonberger to abandon the attack.1244 
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The 2nd Battalion’s strength at 0600 on 11 September was reported as 295, and 

260 officers and men were later listed as missing. Mercifully, most were eventually 

confirmed captured, but gruesomely, French civilians recalled American bodies washing 

up on the Moselle’s banks for weeks afterward.1245 The Germans had been attracted to 

the 2nd Battalion, and the 137th Infantry crossed the river to the south, securing its own 

bridgehead.1246 Three men from Company B, 110th Medical Battalion, including Private 

Ralph F. Hachmeier, from Wayne, Nebraska, were killed, and one was mortally 

wounded, while attempting to aid wounded men.1247 Lieutenant Colonel James T. 

Walker, who went to the 3rd Battalion after arriving, was reassigned to the 2nd Battalion to 

coordinate its reorganization.1248 Albert D. Sheppard, battling a persistent illness, was 

evacuated. Dan E. Craig briefly took his position before relinquishing it to Alford C. 

Boatsman, going to command the 1st Battalion.1249 As the Americans approached Nancy, 

German troops left the city to confront more pressing matters to their north, and on 15 

September, it was liberated with no resistance. Nancy would become the Third Army’s 

headquarters in its efforts to oust the Germans from eastern France.1250  

Nancy’s mayor and about thirty members of the city council honored the 134th 

Infantry in a ceremony at the city hall. A commemorative scroll was presented to Butler 

B. Miltonberger, regimental sergeant major Master Sergeant Clinton S. Nagel of 

Hartington,1251 S-1 Captain Raymond J. Anderson of York, and regimental historian 

Captain Albert B. Osborne of Omaha. The scroll, in a container that Youngman described 

as “a glistening copper tube, ornamented with a gilded iron leaf from the city’s famous 

golden gates in ancient St. Stanislas square,” read, 

 September 15—After four years of occupation, oppression, and 

humiliation liberated Nancy greets you—liberators of the city.  
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Butler B. Miltonberger, colonel of the One Hundred Thirty-fourth 

Infantry, to you, to your valiant troops and to the heroic soldiers of the United 

States of America, the people of France express their profound gratitude.  

Honor and glory to our liberators!1252 

 

 During the fighting around Nancy, George S. Patton visited the 134th Infantry, 

remarking that it was the “best or one of the best [regiments] in the entire 3rd [A]rmy.”1253 

Eight articles about the regiment’s experience at St. Lo and the dash across France were 

sent to the World-Herald by Youngman in September and October 1944.1254 They were 

later printed into a booklet titled “Our Nebraska Boys at St. Lo,” demand for which was 

so high that it caused a backlog in printing in December 1944.1255 Major Floyd L. Paynter 

of Omaha, a dental officer formerly with the 134th Infantry but now in the division 

headquarters, and his companion Corporal William W. Knapp, from Broken Bow, 

captured four German soldiers while foraging for food in a farmhouse.1256 

On 16 September, the 1st and 3rd Battalions crossed the Meurthe River and seized 

the Plateau de Malzeville, north of Nancy, to stop the Germans from firing on the city.1257 

On 18 September, the regiment advanced northeast.1258 The inexperienced 2nd Battalion 

struggled as it took fire from German machine guns on its flanks, while the 3rd Battalion 

skirted the plateau and the 1st Battalion moved up a valley on the right.1259 Hill 356 

(nicknamed “Sugar Loaf Hill” for its round shape), covered with open fields and topped 

with trees, was southeast of the plateau, while the village of Agincourt was northwest of 

the hill.1260 At 1000 on 18 September, the 1st Battalion began advancing up the hill. 

German armored vehicles opened fire, forcing the men to take cover. Sergeant Ralph F. 

Greeley of Company D, from Stapleton, Nebraska, dragged a heavy machine gun forward 

and fired at the vehicles, allowing his men to regroup and find another way up the hill. 

Staying at his position until mortally wounded, Greeley earned a posthumous 
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Distinguished Service Cross.1261 Fire from the 161st Field Artillery Battalion destroyed 

the enemy vehicles or forced them to retreat, enabling the capture of the hill.1262 

Other elements of the battalion entered Agincourt, but Company A was cut off 

along with some German soldiers they had captured. Staff Sergeant Thaine J. Hale, from 

Hardy, Nebraska, crept out of the village and contacted an American tank. Riding on the 

tank back to the village, he directed its fire to allow his men to escape with their 

prisoners, but he was later killed in action. He earned a posthumous Silver Star Medal.1263 

Orders were issued for an attack by all three battalions the next morning, but the Germans 

counterattacked that night, driving the 1st Battalion from the hill and recapturing 

Agincourt.1264 Technical Sergeant George L. Hansen of Company D, from North Platte, 

held a heavy machine gun in his arms and charged at the Germans while firing, scattering 

a group of them and allowing his men to retreat. He earned a Silver Star Medal.1265 While 

the 2nd Battalion launched its normally-planned attack on the morning of 19 September, 

the 3rd Battalion, with two platoons of tanks and a platoon of tank destroyers attached, 

liberated Agincourt and Hill 356 for a second time “quickly, and with almost negligible 

casualties.”1266 Germans infiltrated into Agincourt the next morning, launching a full-

scale attack on the village and the hill.1267 The Americans stood firm, and an artillery 

barrage forced the Germans out of Agincourt.1268 The 2nd Battalion continued to the 

northeast, encountering dug-in German positions. Staff Sergeant Junior J. Spurrier, of 

West Virginia, from Company G, used a heavy machine gun mounted on a tank destroyer 

to fire at the German dugouts. He then destroyed the positions with hand grenades. 

Spurrier was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.1269  
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In late September, the British 21st Army Group was ordered to seize the port of 

Antwerp, in the Netherlands, to alleviate the bottleneck caused by having to transport fuel 

and supplies from Normandy; the U.S. Third Army was ordered to halt offensive 

operations.1270 The 35th Infantry Division occupied the Foret de Gremecey northeast of 

Nancy. To hold the edges of the forest, the division’s lines formed a salient twelve miles 

in circumference. As a result, the 134th Infantry on the left (facing north) and the 137th 

Infantry on the right (facing east) were spread thinly.1271 The Germans hoped to encircle 

the forest and recapture Nancy, and attacked with an infantry division and a tank brigade 

on 27 September. The 1st Battalion, 137th Infantry was taken by surprise, although most 

of the ground it lost was regained.1272 The next day, more attacks came against the 137th 

as the Germans established a foothold in the east of the forest. The 134th Infantry was 

also hit, but its lines were not seriously threatened.1273 On the morning of 29 September, a 

battalion of the 137th Infantry and two battalions of the 320th Infantry tried to clear the 

eastern edge of the forest to no avail. A German counterattack “came as promised,” and a 

tense situation developed as men from the three regiments fought the Germans, 

sometimes in hand-to-hand combat, in the remains of World War I trenches.1274  

Earlier in 1944, eighty-one infants and young children had been evacuated from 

Nancy to the village of Han, northeast of the forest, for fear of American bombing of the 

city. On 29 September, civilians notified Captain George L. Schneider, the 35th Infantry 

Division civil affairs officer, about the danger the fighting in the area posed.1275 Butler B. 

Miltonberger promised to do his best to avoid the chateau where the children were hiding 

when his forces liberated the village, and with careful artillery support from the second 

platoon of the 134th Infantry Cannon Company, Company F captured Han that 
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afternoon.1276 As the Germans were sure to counterattack, Schneider, French interpreter 

Captain Paul Orban, and ten men from Company A, 134th Infantry volunteered to take the 

children to safety. Under scattered German artillery fire and carrying one of the younger 

children in each arm and leading several others, the men walked 1,000 yards back to the 

American lines. Miraculously, not one volunteer or child was injured.1277 The twelve men 

were awarded Bronze Star Medals for heroism.1278  

The war also played a prominent, tragic part in the lives of many American 

children. Among those killed at St. Lo was Private Louis A. Marino of Company C, from 

Omaha, father of six young children.1279 In Beatrice, nine women, six of whom had 

young children, met once a week for a social time. All of the women’s husbands were in 

the U.S. military, eight having been inducted with Company C in December 1940.1280 

Between July and December 1944, five of the eight men would be killed, and one more 

wounded.1281 In 1942 and 1943, the U.S. war effort meant that the requirements for a 

draft deferments for dependency were tightened until only men with children conceived 

prior to 8 December 1941 remained exempt. In fall 1943, these men became liable to be 

drafted.1282 Richard H. Evans, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was drafted in spring 1944, 

and was assigned to Company F as a replacement on 13 September. On 30 September, he 

was killed by an artillery shell, leaving behind his wife Nellie, his children Harlan and 

Paula, and his staff at American First Title and Trust Company, where he worked as an 

insurance abstractor.1283  

Close-quarters fighting in the forest continued as Germans infiltrated into the 

extended American lines.1284 The situation concerned George S. Patton, who on 30 

September admonished the commanders of the 35th Infantry Division and 4th and 6th 
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Armored Divisions, overruled Manton Eddy’s order for the 35th Infantry Division to 

withdraw, and ordered them to keep fighting.1285 6th Armored Division task forces drove 

the Germans from the northeast of the forest, ending the threat.1286 In addition to the men 

captured, the 134th Infantry suffered 980 men killed, wounded, or injured in action in 

September.1287 On 15 October, the World-Herald ran a Youngman article profiling the 

110th Medical Battalion. As “the unit...had a few casualties, but a high percentage of the 

original personnel [were] still with the unit,” he located six officers, one warrant officer, 

and eighty-seven men (seventy-eight of whom were NCOs) from thirty-one Nebraska 

communities and Council Bluffs, Iowa, and list their names and hometowns.1288 In late 

October, Francis C. Mason was evacuated for illness, being the last original rifle or heavy 

weapons company commander in the 134th Infantry to leave his position.1289 James A. 

Huston and Butler B. Miltonberger wrote that “his performance had matched his 

endurance” and “Commanders of the caliber and endurance of Mason were a tremendous 

advantage in any regiment.”1290 The Germans were content to leave the 35th Infantry 

Division alone in October, but the 134th Infantry still took 281 casualties, most from a 

limited-objective attack early in the month.1291 

Even though they were in combat, many Nebraska soldiers were still deeply 

concerned about home. In early 1944, Nebraska’s “Allied Dry Forces” considered 

placing a petition on the ballot for the November 1944 elections prohibiting the 

manufacture, transportation, and sale of alcohol in the state.1292 50,393 people signed the 

petition, almost twice the required 26,496 for ballot access.1293 Many Nebraska 

servicemen resented the fact that their voices would not be heard, as they could not vote 

in state elections while overseas. Fifty-four members of Company L, 134th Infantry, from 
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twenty-three Nebraska communities, drafted a petition reading in part, “Our time is too 

occupied with fighting for the freedoms we left at home to seek out 50 thousand 

Nebraska boys to counteract that petition,” urging Nebraskans “to take our part in what 

we feel is an injustice to all members of the allied expeditionary forces in France.”1294 

Later, 312 members of the regiment signed another petition which read, 

To the People of Nebraska: 

We, the undersigned citizens of Nebraska, who are now serving in the armed 

forces…are dismayed to learn that those of us who survive…may have to return 

to the…Nebraska that our fathers returned to in 1919. We feel that we are being 

disfranchised. Our minds are fully occupied with two propositions: To kill as 

many Germans as possible to the end that we may get home as quickly as 

possible; and to ourselves survive until we can get home again. We ask the people 

of Nebraska to see to it that the Nebraska we return to will be the same Nebraska 

we left when we entered the Armed Forces. 

 

Butler B. Miltonberger mailed a copy of the petition to former governor Keith Neville, 

and it first appeared as a full-page spread in the Sunday World-Herald on 1 October.1295 

Both petitions were printed in many state newspapers, the second appearing in large 

format in the leading papers of nearly every major community in the state.1296 

Miltonberger explained not getting more signatures by saying, “First, most of the 

Nebraska soldiers are wounded…or killed; and second, we are very busy…chasing 

Germans.”1297 On 25 October, the Stars and Stripes, a daily U.S. military newspaper, 

printed the second petition in their London edition.1298 On 7 November, the prohibition 

initiative was soundly defeated; 397,190 votes “no” to 130,947 votes “yes.”1299  

Frederick C. Roecker returned to command the 2nd Battalion on 4 November, with 

Walker reassigned to the 320th Infantry.1300 The Third Army was scheduled to resume the 

offensive on 8 November, with the 35th Infantry Division in the center of the XII Corps 

line.1301 The 134th Infantry was initially in reserve, but was committed the next day on the 



  
 

151 

division’s right.1302 Progress was slow because of stubborn enemy resistance and the 

weather. Continuous rain meant water-filled foxholes and many cases of trench foot.1303 

The Germans withdrew on 12 November, allowing the 35th Infantry Division to 

consolidate for a drive against villages west of Morhange, an important road junction 

northeast of Nancy.1304 An article by Youngman published that day profiled former 

members of the 134th Infantry who had transferred to the 5th Ranger Battalion in fall 

1943, had landed on D-Day, and helped capture the port of Brest on the Brittany 

peninsula. Hugo W. Heffelfinger, inducted in December 1940 with Company C as a 

corporal, was now a major and battalion executive officer.1305 Other men included 

Sergeant Wilfred F. McGuire (formerly of Headquarters Detachment, 1st Battalion),1306 

Private First Class Elmer D. Lunsford (Company B),1307 Staff Sergeant Orvylle A. 

Rosenblad and Sergeant Arden V. Mischke (Company D),1308 and Staff Sergeant Duane 

Phillips (Company K).1309 Private Albert G. Keiber and Corporal Richard A. McDaniel of 

Lincoln, Private First Class William Black of Omaha, and Staff Sergeant Vern L. 

Detlefsen of Stapleton were Nebraskans with more indirect routes to the 5th Rangers. 

On 13 November, after the season’s first snow, the 134th Infantry began 

advancing. During the 2nd Battalion’s attack on the village of Achain, Junior J. Spurrier 

moved around alone to the other side. Using an assortment of weapons including an 

American rifle, automatic rifle, and bazooka, and a German submachine gun, bazooka, 

and hand grenades, he cleared the village nearly singlehandedly, killing or capturing 

several Germans. He was awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest U.S. military 

decoration.1310 On “Blue Monday on Red Hill,” the 3rd Battalion captured Rougemont 

ridge under heavy German machine gun and artillery fire, a task that Warren C. Wood 
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later stated was a proper objective for a whole regiment, not just a battalion.1311 Wood 

was wounded, replaced by Harlan B. Heffelfinger.1312 The 1st Battalion seized Pevange. 

On 15 November the 2nd and 3rd Battalions’ capture of Morhange, abandoned by the 

Germans after violent artillery barrages, let the regiment rest for several days.1313 On 20 

November, the regiment organized a provisional military police platoon to handle 

prisoners, control traffic, and assist in civil affairs.1314 John E. Davis was wounded on 21 

November, while the next day, Private Harry L. Casey, of Company B, 110th Medical 

Battalion, was killed in action1315 During the month, the 134th Infantry advanced twenty-

seven miles, but lost 851 men killed, wounded, or injured. Among them was Thomas E. 

Higley, killed on 13 November.1316 167 men incurred trench foot.1317 6th Armored 

Division officers praised the 134th RCT, which “did everything within their power to 

assist our operations in every manner conceivably possible.”1318 

On 24 November an article by Youngman described the operations of the 735th 

Ordnance Light Maintenance Company, and included photographs and names of the over 

forty Nebraskans in the unit. Twenty-three were from Fremont, the home of the 

company’s ancestors, the 119th Motor Repair Section and Company E, 110th 

Quartermaster Regiment.1319 The next day, an article praised the 35th Quartermaster 

Company for its job “to draw supplies…bring them forward and break them down for the 

various units.” Youngman wrote, “It also transports troops. How it managed to do both 

during that gallop across France is something even its personnel have a hard time 

explaining,” The 35th Infantry Division transportation officer said, “What I like…is that 

they operate with initiative. We…send out corporals to do jobs that ordinarily would have 

to be done by…officers. They know their trucks and what can be done with them, and do 
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it better than the officers many times.” Youngman told the story of “Task Force Q,” an 

incident that occurred during the race across France: 

Some of them had been itching to get at some Germans, and on one 

occasion it seemed that they were about to have their chance. When they were 

back in the neighborhood of Ladon, some French people came to them with a 

report that 30 Germans had hidden in a nearby wood. 

[They] said they would handle the matter. They rigged up a loudspeaker 

area, armed themselves and went down to the woods. They fired a few bazooka 

bursts to “soften up” the enemy. Then they…ordered [them] to surrender. But 

nothing happened. The Krauts had gone out the other side of the forest. 

 

He photographed the sixty-three Nebraskans in the unit (thirty of whom were NCOs), 

listing their names; “Duke,” their dog mascot picked up at St. Lo, was included.1320 In 

Lexington, the home of the former 119th Wagon Company, later Company C, 110th 

Quartermaster Regiment, the Dawson County Herald listed the “12 Dawson County 

boys, 7 of them from Lexington,” in the 35th Quartermaster Company.  

 Youngman returned to the United States in mid-December. On 3, 10, and 17 

December, the World-Herald published photographs that he had taken in October of 35th 

Infantry Division soldiers from the paper’s circulation area (the vast majority of whom 

were Nebraskans), captioned with their names, ranks, and places of residence.1321 

Youngman visited Falls City, and the Journal reported that he was “particularly 

solicitous to know about Johnny Robidoux… Robidoux was Youngman’s driver while 

the newspaperman was with the 134th.”1322 In early December, the 134th Infantry, 

supported by the 137th Infantry, engaged in a five-day house-to-house fight to clear 

Sarreguemines, an industrial city split by the Sarre River.1323 

On the morning of 12 December, Companies B and C and two machine gun 

platoons of Company D of the 134th Infantry crossed the Blies River northeast of 

Sarreguemines into Germany in assault boats, entering the village of Habkirchen.1324 
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Some boats capsized, causing several men to drown.1325 The swift current, German fire, 

and a lack of boats prevented the 3rd Battalion from crossing in support.1326 Using a 

building near the river as a command post, the Americans began clearing the village. 

Shortly after midnight, German troops counterattacked.1327 Company B became 

disorganized and its remaining men joined Company C, while the first platoon of 

Company D was surrounded and captured.1328 Fire from the 161st Field Artillery 

Battalion inflicted heavy casualties on the German attack.1329 The Americans held out for 

nearly a day until elements of the 3rd Battalion crossed the river the next morning.1330 

 Fierce fighting continued, and both sides agreed to a brief truce so that wounded 

men could be removed from the streets.1331 On the 14th, Carlyle F. McDannel’s 2nd 

Battalion (Frederick Roecker had been forced to leave his unit for a third time) crossed 

the river to the south, cutting the road leading west into Habkirchen.1332 The Germans 

were finally driven out early on 15 December.1333 In June 1945, Company C and the 

second machine gun platoon of Company D were awarded the 134th Infantry’s second 

and third Distinguished Unit Citations for “a marked exhibition of courage and 

determination” during “one of the most dramatic defenses of a bridgehead in the annals 

of the campaign.”1334 After bloody fighting east of Habkirchen where few prisoners were 

taken, the 134th received word of the German offensive in the Ardennes region of 

Belgium and Luxembourg. In reserve in Metz, France, the 35th Infantry Division 

recuperated, incorporating roughly 2,200 replacements into its ranks.1335 Many of the new 

arrivals were men from headquarters, antiaircraft, or artillery units that George S. Patton 

had ordered to be hastily retrained amid a severe shortage of replacement riflemen.1336  
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The 35th Infantry Division moved north into Belgium, and on 27 and 28 

December, the 137th and 320th Infantry ran into fierce German opposition.1337 Warren C. 

Wood returned to the 3rd Battalion on 28 December, and the next day, the 134th Infantry 

entered the line north of the 137th Infantry. The entire regiment was soon committed, and 

Dan E. Craig’s 1st Battalion contacted the 101st Airborne Division, which had been 

encircled in the town of Bastogne.1338 The 35th Infantry Division’s mission was to 

maintain the corridor to Bastogne that had been forced by the 4th Armored Division, and 

keep the Germans away from the north-south Arlon-Bastogne highway.1339 On the night 

of 29 December, Company L, 134th Infantry, captured the village of Lutrebois.1340 Trying 

to cut the highway, the Germans attacked the 134th and 137th Infantry the next day.1341 

Frederick C. Roecker, who had only shortly before returned to the 2nd Battalion, was 

evacuated for a fourth time, relinquishing command to Carlyle F. McDannel.1342  

The Germans continued to attack, surrounding Lutrebois. American artillery fire, 

bazooka rockets, and aircraft disabled at least eighteen enemy tanks, but ammunition ran 

out and contact was lost with supporting forces. Francis S. Greenlief and some of his men 

escaped, but dozens were captured.1343 All members of the second machine gun platoon 

of Company M earned Bronze Star Medals for repelling three German attacks, and then 

withdrawing to more advantageous positions without losing a man or gun on 31 

December.1344 Germans also infiltrated behind the 2nd Battalion, but were driven off. First 

Lieutenant Joseph A. Mack, from Atkinson, Nebraska, earned a Silver Star Medal for 

directing his 2nd Battalion headquarters company antitank squad against a column of 

German troops, but was killed while trying to assist a group of soldiers that had been 
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surrounded, an ultimately successful effort.1345 Despite the capture of most of Company 

L, the Germans suffered heavy losses, failing to accomplish their objective.1346  

After a four-day fight, Lutrebois was recaptured.1347 On 4 January, a four-man 

litter team of Company B, 110th Medical Battalion, was moving wounded men out of an 

area under German fire when a shell landed among them, killing three of the men and 

wounding the fourth. All were awarded Silver Star Medals.1348 John L. Cantoni, who had 

returned to Company L after recovering from the wounds he had suffered during the 

battle for St. Lo, was in line for a battlefield commission as a second lieutenant, but was 

killed when an artillery shell hit his foxhole.1349 On the night of 4-5 January, Company C 

became disoriented in the woods, overran their objective, and blundered into the rear of a 

German unit. Of the 120 men who started out, only 37 had returned to American lines by 

the next morning.1350  

On 8 January, Hitler allowed German forces to withdraw from their salient in the 

American lines.1351 On 13 January, a graves registration detail from the 3rd Battalion, 

134th Infantry, discovered the bodies of six American soldiers, later identified as 

members of Companies C and G the 134th Infantry. They all had point-blank gunshot 

wounds to the chest or head, and anger spread after it was deduced that they had been 

executed after being captured by the Germans.1352 James Graff, a recently-arrived 

replacement in Company C, from Illinois, wrote in his memoir that 

The order had come down that if we caught anyone out of the 1st SS (Adolph 

Hitler Panzer Div.) to not take any prisoners. 

 

As we were watching a ridge three Germans appeared. One had on his helmet and 

another had his arm in a sling. These men had been shooting at us just a couple of 

hours ago. Somebody hollered, “Kill the bastards!” Everyone opened fire and two 

fell but one jumped into a foxhole… Gerstbauer…jumped up and ran up the hill 

and emptied his rifle in the kraut and all the time the German was screaming, 
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“Kamerad!” (German for comrade, which they always hollered when 

surrendering) until he was killed. Bad business, but in such conditions men’s 

feelings and senses are sometimes dulled.1353 

 

Butler B. Miltonberger wrote to Ralph E. Truman on 7 January that 

It has been officially announced that we are in Belgium and of course you know 

why. We were the first Infantry Regiment to reach Bastogne and it made us feel 

good to have General Patton say that we were the only ones he knew of that 

would get the job done. It seems that we catch all the spearhead jobs in the Third 

Army and so far we have been able to perform satisfactorily.1354 

 

After returning home, Lawrence W. Youngman picked up his normal journalistic duties 

with the World-Herald, but continued to publish military-related articles, including a 

series about Nebraska soldiers rehabilitating at Winter General Hospital in Topeka, 

Kansas.1355 Some articles that Youngman wrote during his time in Europe took more time 

to get past Army censors.1356 Praise for his work for the World-Herald continued.1357 On 

30 January, the Omaha City Council adopted a resolution thanking him “for service to 

Omaha and Nebraska.”1358  

 On 18-19 January, the 35th Infantry Division, less the 134th RCT, moved to the 

Vosges Mountains in eastern France.1359 The 134th RCT stayed in the Ardennes until 31 

January, when it linked up with its division, which was moving to join the U.S. Ninth 

Army in the Netherlands.1360 In December 1944 and January 1945, the 134th Infantry 

suffered 1,790 men killed, wounded, or injured (836 in December and 954 in January), 

with many suffering from cold exposure.1361 In February 1945, Lawrence W. Youngman 

interviewed Francis S. Greenlief while he was on furlough; Greenlief had not seen his 

home, wife, or family for over a year, and he said of the 134th that “’It’s a great 

regiment’…’and I think Col. B.B. Miltonberger is a great commander. Nothing seems to 

stop the regiment. It just keeps rolling,’” and of the men around him, that, 
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With the snow and the cold, it’s pretty rough…but it’s unbelievable what these 

men can do and take. Take…sleeping, for instance—you just roll up in a blanket 

and beat your feet together all night. But fellows who have never been on a 

camping trip take it, and keep fighting. I think the average fellow finds there’s 

something within himself that not even he suspected. He realizes the burden of 

responsibility is on him. He knows that if he can’t do it, nobody else can.1362 

 

On 2 February, Butler B. Miltonberger wrote to Dwight P. Griswold that “Most of 

our Nebraska men on the line have long since left us and…left a record that everyone is 

proud of. There are many…however, in the service elements and headquarters companies 

and the exceptionally high spirit…bequeathed by those who have gone…prevails 

throughout the entire Regiment.”1363 The 134th Infantry’s Antitank Company took to 

using bazooka teams to stalk German tanks, holding its 57 mm guns in reserve until 

absolutely needed.1364 On the night of 25-26 February, the 1st Battalion captured Hilfarth, 

Germany, braving what was described as the thickest minefield encountered on the 

Western Front since December 1944.1365 Dan E. Craig said, “Those mines were bad. I’m 

sick from seeing boys with their feet and arms blown off. They hit us with machine guns 

and mortars, but the mines were worst of all.”1366  

During the attack on Hilfarth, Private First Class Halbert E. Olson, of Company 

A, from Minnesota, was preparing to throw a hand grenade. He pulled the pin, but 

realized the grenade had become tangled in his clothing and he could not free it; he dove 

onto the ground, smothering the blast with his body to shield his comrades. Olson, who 

left behind a wife and five children, earned a posthumous Distinguished Service 

Cross.1367 Fire from the 161st Field Artillery isolated a bridge across the Roer River until 

the regiment was ready to cross.1368 On 26 February, the Service Company, 134th 

Infantry, was awarded a Meritorious Service Unit Plaque for service from 15 July 1944-

12 February 1945.1369 The next day, Butler B. Miltonberger replaced Brigadier General 
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Edmund B. Sebree as the 35th Infantry Division’s assistant commander, becoming a 

brigadier general.1370 Official confirmation of the promotion would not come until April, 

however.1371 Alford C. Boatsman took command of the 134th Infantry.1372 Action for the 

regiment in February was lighter than even the quiet previous October, with 143 

casualties.1373 On 3 March, Dan E. Craig was wounded, temporarily replaced by Alford 

C. Boatsman. John E. Davis, returned from the hospital bearing a promotion to major, 

took over the battalion from Boatsman.1374 On 7 March, the Nebraska legislature 

commended the 134th Infantry.1375 On 25-26 March, “Task Force Miltonberger” exploited 

earlier British and American crossings of the Rhine River.1376 Casualties for the regiment 

during March were 253.1377  

The next two weeks were spent clearing villages and woods in the Ruhr industrial 

area, isolated by Allied forces.1378 On 3 April, the Medical Detachment, 134th Infantry, 

was awarded a Meritorious Service Unit Plaque for service from 15 July 1944-28 

February 1945.1379 On 14 April, the regiment moved to the Elbe River, less than fifty 

miles from Berlin.1380 Warren C. Wood was informed of his father’s ill health and was 

permitted to return to the United States, but unfortunately, the elder Wood died on 7 May 

while his son was at a port of embarkation in France. Frederick C. Roecker took 

command of the 3rd Battalion in Wood’s absence.1381 23 April would bring the 134th 

Infantry’s last combat casualties. Private First Class John Connelly, Jr., of Omaha, was 

killed by German fire only 200 yards from the regimental command post after going out 

to investigate suspicious noises.1382 Regimental battle casualties in April were 120.1383 

American prisoners of war were liberated as Allied forces advanced into 

Germany, and Butler B. Miltonberger showed his personable nature after he encountered 
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Private First Class Roger Tipton of North Platte, who had entered federal service with 

Company D.1384 Tipton explained to Miltonberger that 

he had worn his Santa Fe shoulder patch all during confinement and had refused 

to take it off. Wounded when captured, he was pale and gaunt and still carried a 

Nazi bullet in his left breast. General Miltonberger told him he showed the spirit 

of all 35th Division soldiers and outfitted him in a new uniform complete with 

decorations. Then with genuine appreciation he told him to go home and 

recuperate.1385 

 

On 8 May, Nazi Germany surrendered, ending World War II in Europe. Ten months of 

combat took a heavy toll on the 134th Infantry. The regimental history notes 10,216 battle 

and nonbattle casualties, including sixty-eight officers and 1,155 men killed in action or 

died of wounds, 234 officers and 4,955 men wounded or injured in action, twenty-nine 

officers and 929 men captured or missing in action, and 2,846 nonbattle casualties.1386 In 

early May 1945, a count of Nebraskans in the 134th showed only 366 men (183 of whom 

had entered federal service with the regiment in 1940), four warrant officers, and forty-

eight officers. Twenty-two of the officers were former enlisted men whose performance 

warranted battlefield commissions.1387 In comparison, the 110th Medical Battalion had 

eleven men killed or died of wounds and ninety-nine wounded or injured,1388 the 35th 

Quartermaster Company three men wounded (two from accidents),1389 and the 735th 

Ordnance Light Maintenance Company one officer wounded.1390 

During combat in France, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands 

in 1944-1945, the 134th Infantry Regiment, 110th Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster 

Company, and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company of the Nebraska National 

Guard played an integral part in the operations of the 35th Infantry Division. In 

Normandy, Colonel Butler B. Miltonberger’s 134th Infantry assisted in the liberation of 

the French town of St. Lo and threw off German attacks around Mortain, crushing 
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Hitler’s hopes of throwing Allied forces back into the sea and causing German forces in 

Northern France to crumble. Gaining a reputation as a “spearhead” unit of Lieutenant 

General George S. Patton’s Third Army, the 134th Infantry liberated the city of Nancy, 

crossed the Moselle River, and established the first bridgehead of its corps on German 

soil. During the Battle of the Bulge, the 134th Infantry was the first American unit to 

establish permanent contact with the surrounded 101st Airborne Division in the Belgian 

town of Bastogne, and helped push back the German assault. 

During World War II, the 134th Infantry Regiment took the most casualties of any 

infantry regiment in the 35th Infantry Division, but its members, especially those from 

Nebraska, earned a disproportionate number of individual awards for combat valor or 

meritorious service, including three Distinguished Service Crosses. The morale of the 

regiment remained high thanks to the many Nebraska National Guardsmen and other 

officers and men from Nebraska in its ranks, most of whom had trained together for four 

years, and some even longer. The 110th Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, 

and 735th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company also sustained the effectiveness of the 

division. The Nebraska National Guard’s morale was also aided by Omaha World-Herald 

newspaper reporter Lawrence W. Youngman, who traveled to England in May 1944 and 

followed the 35th Infantry Division across France from July to December. Youngman’s 

articles and photographs allowed the families and friends of Nebraskans in the division, 

as well as those of other members of the U.S. military from Nebraska and Iowa, to gain 

an appreciation for what they were experiencing. 
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Conclusion 

Interaction with the people of its state both in a military and civilian context 

positively influenced the Nebraska National Guard’s effectiveness from 1919-1945 in its 

dual mission as a force controlled by Nebraska’s governor for missions within its state, 

and by the president of the United States for missions outside the country. Nebraska’s 

military history dates to 1854, when territorial governor Thomas B. Cuming ordered the 

formation of two regiments of militia to protect settlers from hostile Native Americans. 

Under various names and organizational structures, Nebraska Territorial and State Militia 

and National Guard units participated in the Civil War, the Spanish-American War and 

Philippine Insurrection, and World War I. Because of provisions in the federal National 

Defense Act of 1916 that had been passed prior to U.S. entry into World War I, the 

Nebraska National Guard had to be reorganized from scratch after its return from the 

European battlefront. 

In 1920, Nebraska National Guard units consisting of one infantry regiment, one 

division quartermaster train, and part of one medical regiment were assigned to the 35th 

Division, alongside troops from Kansas and Missouri. The state was also directed to 

maintain units at the corps, Army, and General Headquarters Reserve level. Amendments 

to the National Defense Act of 1916 passed in 1920 preserved the lineages of National 

Guard units that had served in World War I. Nebraska’s infantry regiment reassumed its 

earlier designation of the 134th Infantry Regiment, while the medical regiment was 

redesignated the 110th Medical Regiment and the division quartermaster train the 35th 

Division Train. In selecting communities to host newly-reorganized National Guard units, 

Brigadier General Herbert J. Paul, Nebraska’s adjutant general, sought out places where 
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enthusiasm for service was high and community organizations and businesses expressed 

willingness to support units. Newspapers, business and social organizations and veterans’ 

groups that contained many former Nebraska National Guardsmen advertised the creation 

of units and provided financial backing. Many veterans of World War I chose to enlist or 

re-enlist in the new units, essentially all of which were officered by former Nebraska 

National Guardsmen that served as enlisted men and/or officers in the Spanish-American 

War and Philippine Insurrection, interbellum, or World War I, providing a core of 

experienced leaders to assist in their development. Unfortunately, there were downsides 

to Paul’s method of organizing units, and several relocations had to be made in the 1920s 

as enthusiasm from pro-military propaganda produced during World War I faded. 

The infantry regiment was organized by the beginning of 1921, and the division 

quartermaster train and part of the medical regiment by mid-1923. By late 1922, 

however, state and federal legislators were unwilling to fund the National Guard to its 

mandated minimum of 435,800 enlisted men, and a modified program maintaining only 

250,000 enlisted men had to be developed. The Nebraska National Guard’s strength was 

subsequently restricted to only the infantry regiment, division quartermaster train, and 

portion of the medical regiment. In 1925, through the efforts of Herbert J. Paul, the 

Nebraska National Guard secured the remainder of the medical regiment, giving it three 

complete major divisional units, all of which were key to the effectiveness of the 

operations of the 35th Division.  

Nebraska National Guardsmen were called to assist the citizens of their state five 

times between 1922 and 1935 during incidents of civil unrest or natural disasters in 

Nebraska. For nearly three weeks in January and February 1922, units from the 134th 
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Infantry Regiment and 110th Medical Regiment went to Nebraska City to maintain order 

during a workers’ strike at a meat packing plant. In May 1930, part of one company of 

the 134th Infantry assisted city police after a tornado hit Hastings. For several days in 

early June 1935, elements of the 35th Division Train and 110th Medical Regiment were 

deployed to south-central Nebraska after flooding in the Republican River valley. The 

soldiers provided medical aid and rescued people from the floodwaters. For a week in 

mid-June, over one hundred officers and 1,200 enlisted men, comprising nearly the entire 

Nebraska National Guard except for a handful of units, were sent to Omaha to maintain 

order after violence erupted during a streetcar workers’ strike. In August and September 

1935, two companies of the 134th Infantry patrolled irrigation ditches in Scotts Bluff 

County while a dispute regarding water rights was resolved.  

During each of the Nebraska National Guard’s deployments in response to civil 

unrest, relatively little trouble was encountered and the troops were praised for their 

courtesy and even-handed conduct towards the parties involved. Nebraskans from all 

walks of life and a variety of professions chose to enlist in the National Guard. Many had 

the full understanding that they could be called to serve the state of Nebraska or the 

United States at any time, and chose to make the National Guard a second career, serving 

in many cases for nearly two decades. The officers and men that served in the Nebraska 

National Guard ranged from prominent public officials to everyday people. Many 

Nebraska National Guardsmen were high school and college students or graduates, and 

Herbert J. Paul appreciated how their intelligence increased the standards of the Nebraska 

National Guard. During the Great Depression, many men joined the Nebraska National 
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Guard for the money they could receive for their service during the hard economic times, 

and all units soon developed waiting lists. 

As tensions in the world grew in the mid-1930s, the National Guard was gradually 

increased in strength and made better prepared for modern warfare. The 35th Division 

Train was converted into a fully-motorized quartermaster regiment, and the 110th Medical 

Regiment dispensed with its equine services. These two units, which had not been fully 

organized since their formation, were completed by 1940. In August 1940, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt ordered all reserve components of the U.S. Army to active duty for one year, 

and in January 1941, the Nebraska National Guard and 35th Division were sent to Camp 

Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas. In early 1941, the 35th Division was reinforced by draftees 

predominantly sent from Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska, and division commander 

Ralph E. Truman assigned men to units from their home states, believing morale would 

be helped if men could serve alongside others they knew. Officers in the 134th Infantry 

took it further, letting draftees pick their units to the extent practicable.  

In summer and fall 1941, Nebraska National Guard units participated in major 

maneuvers in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee, where they were commended for their 

conduct. During this time, many National Guard officers, including some from Nebraska, 

were relieved of duty for being over-age or not militarily qualified, with some doubting 

the reasons for their dismissal. The 134th Infantry received a new commander, Colonel 

Butler B. Miltonberger, a veteran of over fifteen years of service with the Nebraska 

National Guard. In August, the National Guard’s original term of service was extended 

for eighteen months, and many older men or men with dependents were released to 

inactive duty. After U.S. entry into World War II, the 35th Infantry Division was first sent 
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to California. The division subsequently underwent several reorganizations, but Nebraska 

National Guard units were able to maintain their distinctive character through training in 

California, Alabama, Tennessee, North Carolina, and West Virginia. Butler B. 

Miltonberger stressed state pride throughout training, utilizing various methods to 

increase the morale and military discipline of his regiment. 

Deploying to England in May 1944, the 35th Infantry Division subsequently 

participated in the Battle of Normandy, the race across France to the German border, the 

Battle of the Bulge, and the invasion of Nazi Germany. Lawrence W. Youngman, a 

newspaper reporter from the Omaha World-Herald, became a war correspondent and 

followed the division across France in 1944. He reported on the activities of Nebraska 

National Guardsmen and other soldiers from the Midwest, raising their morale by 

ensuring they knew people at home were appreciating their efforts. Nebraska National 

Guard units assisted materially in the success of the 35th Infantry Division and Lieutenant 

General George S. Patton’s Third Army. In July 1944, the 134th Infantry assisted in the 

capture of the French town of St. Lo, a critical road junction impeding the Americans’ 

progress in Normandy. In September, the 134th Infantry liberated Nancy, a major city in 

eastern France, while in December, it secured a bridgehead into Germany, In December 

1944 and January 1945, the 134th Infantry threw off German attacks in Belgium and 

Luxembourg as it assisted in beating back the German offensive in the Ardennes. In 

February 1945, the 35th Infantry Division moved into the Netherlands, and then Germany 

itself. The 110th Medical Battalion, 35th Quartermaster Company, and 735th Ordnance 

Light Maintenance Company provided continuous medical, supply, and maintenance 

support to the 35th Infantry Division, contributing to its efficiency as a combat unit. Units 
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of the 134th Infantry Regiment were formally awarded three Distinguished Unit Citations 

for their militarily significant actions at St. Lo and in Germany in 1944, as well as other 

commendations for military efficiency. 

After the surrender of Nazi Germany on 8 May 1945, the 35th Infantry Division 

moved to the vicinity of Koblenz, Germany, beginning occupation duty. On 16 May 

1945, Millard W. Hall was replaced as 110th Medical Battalion commander by Major Roy 

M. Matson, a Nebraska National Guardsman who had previously commanded the 35th 

Infantry Division special troops medical detachment. Many men were subsequently 

annoyed by Matson’s no-nonsense attitude towards military discipline.1391 Tragically, 

two of the last members of Nebraska National Guard units to die in service during World 

War II were from Nebraska. On 19 May 1945, Technician Fourth Grade Henry W. Jens, 

of Company A, 134th Infantry, from Nebraska City, went into respiratory arrest and 

despite being rushed to a hospital, could not be revived.1392 On 13 March 1945, 

Technician Third Grade Chester F. Lemon of Company A, 110th Medical Battalion, from 

Hastings, reported sick and was later evacuated to a military hospital in England for 

emergency surgery for a perforated ulcer. He died of infection on 20 May.1393  

On 25 June, the Headquarters Company, 134th Infantry Regiment, was awarded a 

Meritorious Service Unit Plaque for “superior performance of duty in…exceptionally 

difficult tasks, and for the achievement and maintenance of a high standard of discipline” 

from 15 July 1944-8 May 1945.1394 On 1 July, the Oberwerth Stadium in Koblenz was 

dedicated as “Santa Fe Stadium” in honor of the division, and the official presentation of 

Distinguished Unit Citations was made to Company C and the second machine gun 

platoon of Company D, 134th Infantry.1395 On 5 July, the 134th Infantry dedicated 
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“Romanowski Field” in Niedermendig, Germany, in honor of Chester J. Romanowski, 

“for two years a star on the Regiment’s division championship baseball team.”1396 In 

addition to the 134th Infantry’s many combat casualties, after Germany’s surrender, men 

who had accumulated enough “points” based on total months in service, months overseas, 

combat awards or campaign participation, or dependent children began to be transferred 

home. As a result, by August, only forty-nine enlisted men from Nebraska remained in 

the regiment.1397 On 5 September, the 134th Infantry, along with the majority of the 35th 

Infantry Division, boarded the RMS Queen Mary at Southampton, England, arriving in 

the United States five days later.1398 The division proceeded to Camp Breckinridge, 

Kentucky. On 15 November, the Service Company, 134th Infantry was awarded a second 

Meritorious Service Unit Plaque, for service from 13 February-12 August 1945.1399 

Inactivation of the 35th Infantry Division started in late November, and was completed on 

7 December with the dissolution of the division headquarters.1400  

After the inactivation of the division, Butler B. Miltonberger was reassigned to 

duty with the War Department in Washington, D.C. He was soon surprised to learn from 

a friend in the office of the commanding general of the AGF that he was being considered 

as the next Chief of the National Guard Bureau, to succeed the retiring John F. Williams. 

Miltonberger appreciated this, writing to Dwight P. Griswold that “It would be a very 

acceptable post and would give me an opportunity to try some of my ideas in the coming 

reorganization of the Guard.”1401 In January 1946, he met in Washington, D.C. with 

Griswold and Brigadier General Harry Vaughan, President Harry S. Truman’s military 

aide, on the matter.1402 On 17 January, Miltonberger was nominated by Truman to be 

Chief of the National Guard Bureau, and was confirmed by the Senate on 31 January.1403 
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On Miltonberger’s staff were several other Nebraska National Guardsmen with whom he 

had served during the interwar period and World War II.1404  

After the relegation of National Guard affairs to the War Department Special 

Planning Division in 1942, prominent current and former Guardsmen accused the War 

Department of violating portions of the National Defense Act requiring Guard 

representation on War Department General Staff committees concerned with Guard 

affairs.1405 These protests led to the reestablishment of the committee in August 1944, 

and it produced a report in October 1945 about what it believed the extent of the postwar 

National Guard should be.1406 In February 1946, Miltonberger announced an ambitious 

troop basis of 622,667 officers and men (575,048 in ground units and 47,619 in air 

units).1407 Guy N. Henninger announced that thirty-two Nebraska communities would 

maintain National Guard units, which included air, artillery, armor, engineer, infantry, 

and medical units. Twenty of the communities had hosted National Guard that had been 

inducted into federal service prior to U.S. entry into World War II.1408 Warren C. Wood 

was selected to head a reorganized 134th Infantry, and promoted to colonel.1409 During his 

tenure as Chief of the National Guard Bureau, Butler B. Miltonberger battled what he 

believed to be mischaracterizations of the National Guard in media.1410 

In July 1947, the 134th Infantry Regiment received its fourth Distinguished Unit 

Citation, for its actions in the Ardennes from 28 December 1944-29 January 1945.1411 In 

a ceremony during the 1947 encampment at Camp Ashland, Nebraska governor Val 

Peterson (1947-1953) attached the streamer denoting the citation onto the regiment’s 

guidon.1412 The effects of the war unfortunately lingered for some. In February 1947, 

Butler B. Miltonberger was diagnosed with sarcoidosis, a rare lung ailment likely 
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contracted while in Europe, and medically retired seven months later. During his absence 

for treatment, Colonel Edward J. Geesen of Seward, who had commanded the 2nd 

Battalion, 134th Infantry, when it was inducted into federal service, was one of the acting 

Bureau chiefs.1413 Technical Sergeant Donald J. Engel of Company C, 134th Infantry, had 

been captured at Habkirchen and held as a prisoner of war of the Germans for nearly five 

months. After suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder and failing to gain admittance 

to Winter General Hospital for psychiatric treatment, he committed suicide on 18 July 

1948. At his funeral, pallbearers were current and former members of Company C, which 

had been reorganized in Beatrice after World War II.1414 

In 1946, Lawrence W. Youngman moved on from the Omaha World-Herald and 

co-founded Travel and Transport Inc., a travel agency.1415 In 1969, the Omaha National 

Bank formed a holding company which purchased Travel and Transport, and Youngman 

was named president.1416 Until his retirement in 1989, he held various positions in the 

company.1417 Miltonberger, who had been ill with emphysema, died on 23 March 1977, 

at the age of seventy-nine, after complications from surgery to repair a broken hip 

suffered in a fall.1418 On 8 April 1991, the Nebraska National Guard honored Youngman 

with a concert by the 43rd Army Band at the Orpheum Theater in Omaha, sponsored by 

the World-Herald. At the concert, Nebraska governor Ben Nelson (1991-1999) awarded 

Youngman the Nebraska Legion of Merit medal, the highest military decoration given by 

the state of Nebraska, for his services to the Nebraska National Guard during World War 

II.1419 He died on 12 August 2003, at the age of ninety-eight.1420 In 2007, the Omaha City 

Council voted to name a lake at a commercial development near 192nd and West Dodge 

Road in Omaha for Youngman.1421 
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