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Among the people of both Japan and the United States, there is currently widespread
concern that the student population is in trouble, that students are losing interest in
civic participation and their moral sensibility. Educators in both countries are looking
toward service-learning as a means of recapturing a sense of civic responsiblity in
today's young people. The article discusses mandated service-learning and required
service-iearning in schools in Japan and Maryland.
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Introduction: The Problam
i Among the people of both Japan and the
s e United States, there is currently widespread
= e concern that the student population is in .
i ! = 3 trouble, that students zre losing their inter-

est in civie participetion and, more broad-
by, their moral sensibility. Such concerns are
not especially new to the United States,
though the recent tragic sutbreaks of vig-
lence In the schools have moved these con-
cerns ime the aational spotlight. “Ounly 37
percent of Americans believe that when
today's children grow up, they will make
this country a better place’! And 67 per-
{ cent of American adults now typically use
g nepative adjectives, such as “ude)” “irre-

sponsivle,”  and  "wild” to  describe

teenapers? Tp Japan, instances of violence

are, relative to the United States, more rare,

se Wi ce Learn i ng though several recent school knife atracks

have served notice to the country’s citizens

8 that they, too, rust do something to pre-
l n ontem po rary serve the integrity of their youth. The For-
cign Press Center points to increases in

_ d wdent violence, ballying, and truaacy as

apan an indicarors of such meral decline.? What can

o be done to arrest this perceived decline?
Amerlca Bducators (n both countriss sre fooking
toward service Jearning as a neans of recap-

' taring a sense of civie reaponsibility ia

“Everyone can be great, because anyone can serve.” today’s young peaple.
~— Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.

What is Service Learning?

At the wrn of thy twentieth century, edu-
catoss developed the social studies as a dis-
cipling in order to help cultivate in students
“an active participatory citizenship™ Ser.
vice learning, too, shares this goal. Akthough
the term service learning is relatively new
{established in the 19H)s), the origins of pro-
moting nonmilitary service date to the early
19905 American intellectuals, such as
Wiltiam James and John Dewey, established
the philosophical foundation for the mod-
e service movement and youth particina-
ton through public schools.® Under the
contemporsty conceptualization, service
lerning encotrrages students to become
involved fn thelr communitics by combin-
ing academic earning with community or
school service activities, Service Jearning,
like community service or volunteerism,

SociaL EBDVCATIDN
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engages the students in realdife prob-
lems, differing only in that the prob-
lem-solving experience 5 integrated
with academic requirements and
involves structured student reflection.

"The benefits of service learning are
many and immediate, Students are
much more easily motivated o leam
when confronted with realdife prob-
lems thet need solutions. In addition,
"Service Jearning increases students’
awareness of the coramunity and world
around them, the unmet needs in cur
society, the agencies and institutions
involved in attempting to reet those
aeeds, and a variety of strategies that
they can use to creats a better world??
Inaddition to ingreasing students’ moti-
vation and knowtedge, service learning
also teaches studenty to develop com-
passion ang] ernpathy for others,

A guality seevice-learning project,
for example, might have 4 student or
greup of students examine & number of
concernd and ideatify an issue. The
imsue should be selected by students to
ensure they will find it personally inter-
esting and applicable to a service praj-
act, After identifying the issue, teachers
or facilitators should assess how well
students understand it and use scheol
curriculum and subjects. such us the
social studies and science, to establish
& core knowledge.

For example, if the jssue is hunger,
oce lesson might involve science and
the soctal studies to learn about mutri-
tion and identify, chart, analyze, and
diseuss the geographical regions of food
sources? In addition, students might
exarnine demographic and economic
data to Jenrn about ths foad needs of
the population they desive to serve.
Activities might involve students visit-
ing 4 grocery store to evaluate the cost
and origins of various foods or inviting
guest speakers from a locd food bank.
After establishing a well-researched
understanding, goals should be ereated
by the students to direct the service
project. Studenty should choose a serv-
iee project that addresses the issue
direetly ("direct serviee"), channels
resgurces to the issue (“indirect serv-
Iee”), or actively works to efliminate the
problem and inform the general public

01937546577

about the istue ("dvic action”}? Kor
example, & project retating to hunger
may use an indiyect approach to agsist
with Jocal fond needs and insplement a
canned food drive for a food bank. Stu-
dents might also work to encourage
community partuerships with parents,
businesses, and organizations
Students should be encouragad to
reflest on their experiences throughaut
the service-learning procesy and per-
haps keep journals to track their under-
standing and learning. Reflection is an
essential elemenr of service learning,
helping to ensure that students learn
from their experience. Finally, teachers
should celebrare the suscess of projects
through certificates, newspaper arti-
eles, or other forms of recognition that
acknowledge student efforts, 2

Seyrvite Leamlng in Japan

Japan's Ministry of Edueation, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology
(VMEXT) vecently institnted “The Edu-
cation Reform Plan for the Twenty-
First Century,” alse known as "The
Rainbow Plan.” One of the plan's seven
pricrities is to teachs youth 10 become
“open and wanp-hearted .. through
participating in communily service and
various programe’t) The ministry’s
policy requires “all school students” to
perform community service—elemen-
tary and junior high school students for
a period of twd weeks, senior high
school students for one month.? Ser-
vics learning hus thus becorae one
avenue by which the Jupanese educs-
tional yystem intends to encourage
increased youth volunteer activities.

\

lapanese Case Study: Kamalura Junior
High School

Kamakura Junior High School, 2 pres-
tigious public school aftilizted with
Yokohama National Univensity, pilot-
e the Ministry of Education's reforms
three years prior to natiopwide umple-
meptation in 2001, Kamakwa Junior
High offers & prototype ser¢ice-lean-
ing course that mects one session or
period per week, with a total of twen-
ty-five periods, or fifty hours per sernes-
ter. The class is not teacher divested
and students are held respousibie’ for

Qcreanen 21002
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establishing their own projects and
goals. At the end of the semester, stu-
dents create summary presentations
about thelr projects, which they wdhih-
it 10 classmates and teachers. No grades
art given; ingtend, stndents receive per-
formance evaluations,

Students ace expected to wvalpte
community needs and create a solution
or project to address thase needs, [n the
2001 acedemic year, many Kumakury
students chose te visit nursing homes,
thus respoading to aparticwlarly promi-
nent comununity coneern i fapan: the
growing number of elderly peaple in
proportion to the younger generations
who will care for them. As a result of
declining birth rates and longer fife
expectancies, the Japanese population
i§ aging at a more dramatic rate rela-
tive to other countries. For example,
perschs aged sikty-five or older are
expecied 1o compose more than 32 per-
cent of the population by 2080, almost
double the current proportion. In con-
trast, the propottion in the United
States, while also growing, is projected
to be 21.7 percent by 20501

Students initially visited the nursing
hornes to observe any problems that
needed to be addressed. Students then
planned activitics and goaly, often hav-
ing to madity these a5 they worked with
elderly persons firsthand, Teachers
encouraged students not to be dis-
heartened if 4n activity was not inme-
diately successlul; the idea was for
students to learn from their mistakes.
A number ofproblems might have been
prevented if students had used the
social sciences to research and evalu-
ate the interests and gbilitles of elderly
petsans, For exaniple, one group of stu-
dents created 2 ring 1oss Ut was
intended to be a form of physical activ-
ity. Students, however, were "shacked”
whet one patient tell aver in her wheel-
chaiy while attempting to 1oss o ring.
After gaining a better understanding of
the physical abilities of elderly persons
at the nursing home, the swdents
reeviluated their goals and decided that
making origami and icecning about "old
Japan” were more practical goals. The
use of social science mcthodology
would 1o have been helptul; stud ents,

N0, 3460 F
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for instance, could have interviewed
the staff a2 the nursing home and
vesearched uppropriate activities. Ser-
vice learning is still 4 new requirement
in Japan. Clearly, its connestion with
the curriculum will become stronger as
the government and teachers establish
standards and goals,
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Maryland Case Study: Bonnie Branch
Middle Schoul, Howard Coumnty
Bonnie Branch Middle School io
Howard County, Maryland, is recog-
pized for having 2 model seevice-lean-
ing program thatis wellintegrated with

: "’”’."?’a‘»?“. d8d§m orgi TR ' theschool’s curriculum. Kayleen Reess,
Leaim aad. erye,,l’rqv‘t‘igsnmox"ma_‘n?{n a social studies teacher at Bonnie

Branch Middle, directed a resent
notable service-learning project called
"Have a Heart for the Homeless” The
project was created by john Sharbaugh,
ateacher of Bnglish ut the same school,
and was given the Unger Award a3 an
exemplar of outstanding service Jearn-
ing. It vy also featured on the Mary-
land Student Service Alliance's web
homepage.¥ A primary goal of the
"Have a Heart for the Homeless” proj-
ect is for studeents co “demonstraty every
individual's role in affecting positive
change” with a motto that *Kids CAN
make 3 difference!”1é

' dbbutiervice leaming, -
”.,‘ a H ":.; . ) '\;‘ ‘\ ‘\-\ /::‘ ‘. ’
-wWw,rfhu‘sd:lgslgiéa:us/fnst‘r,uctiqu':;t-

Soctal EpyCATipN
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The indirect project focused on
helpiag homeless people by donating
items through a partnership with the
local homeless shelter ("Grassroots”).
Through the social studies, students
analyzed how individuals and groups
can bring about civic improvement. For
example, students analyzed “Shelter
Buy,” 4 video sbout & by whose fam-
ily becomes homeless after g tornada
destroys their house, The graup also
invited a guest speaker from the locs]
homeless shelter and learned how their
profect could help people in need. The
speaker helped dispel myths about
homeless people being drug addicts o
tagy. The students also learned that
even the afiuemt area they lived in,
Howard County, had homeless and
needy people.

Students wrote essays for the local
newspaper, schaol broadeasts, and the
FTA newbletter, demonstrating the
interdependence of quality writing and
the socisl studies. Students were
required to state a thesis or purpose and
offer compelling evider.ce, One eighthy
gracer wrete: "l am glad { helped in the
service-learning project. | feel good that
I eanr help others have a botter life”
Refiection was promoted theough dis-
cussions and brief written responses to
prompts, such as What conld you “do
to help aboy like the one in the video?”
In addition, the donations were inven-
toried and graphed by students to
determine which class collected the
most iterag and would gain a “reward 7

The project highlighted some of the
benefits of combining service Jsaning
with social studies. Students said they
learned not to biame homeless people
for their circumstances. They now
understond that sudden loss of jobs, a
death in family, or ratuca! disasters ca
cause people to become homeless, Sto-
dents aleo learned that it is important
for community members, including
childven, to become involved in help-
ing others.

Comparisons: Service Learning in
Maryland and japan

Both Japan and Maryland mandate
serviee learning as & means 1o promote
civic virtue in stuclents. Unforunately,

NG 3460 P 86
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the icleals of service leasning are not
realized in Japan or in many scheols in
the United States because clear can.
nections are not made with the cur.
riculum and leamning outcomes. In
Japin and Maryland, the gavernments
require service learning in schools
order to increase studen: participation
and understanding of democratic ait.
zenship. But are students truly learning
about and appreciating citizenship
when they arg forced to do s in an
undemocratic manner! Service fearn.
fng has the potential to make the cur-
victlum veal and relevant, “When the
secvice itself'is 2 challenging and pro-
ductive activity, it 1stills in students ¢
redl fire for learning, But when service
amounts to bugywork, it becomes Just
another classroom assignmentT® The
case study from Japan exhibits some of
the pitfalls of service leaming when it
is not integrated with social scienge

01637546527
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and the United States desire to promate
a stronger sense of citizenship and
humanity through service Jearning, but
both countries should carefully exam-
in2 the methodelogy end goals of serv
jee learning, i@
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