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OHEMIAN VOICE

ORGAN OF THE BOHEMIAN-AMERICANS IN THE UNITED STATES.

Vor. 1.

OMAHA, NEB., APRIL 1, 1893,

No. 8.

DR. EDWARD GREGR.

In the fierce struggle between Bohemia and the Aus-
trian government, Dr. Edward Grégr occupies a foremost
place.  An uncompromising patriot, a skilled parliamen-
tarian, an eloguent speaker— Grégr owes his present
eminence to his own genius only. Having mounted to
- power in the time of general dissatisfaction with the Old
Cheklh polities, he has been steadily rising in the estima-
. tion of the people, until now he fills the place that Rieger
has held for more than twenty years—that of a tribune
of the Bohemian nation. Ever mindful of the fact that
Bohemians thrive best in the ranks of the opposition, he
has waged, since assuming the leadership a bitter fight
against the present centralistic system. And although

his political enemies may claim that his opposition had
not borne any fruit so far, it is nevertheless true, that
under Grégr’s leadership and owing to his parliamentary
course, Europe gained more knowledge of Bohemian affairs
than iteverhad before. His last speech in parliament was,
for instance, commented on by every leading journal of
Europe. Grégr was born in 1829 in a little village named
Brezhrad, Bohemia, and unlike most of his colleagues in
parliament, who are lawyers—Dr. Grégr is a Doetor of
Medicine. 1In 1859 he was assistant to the celebrated
Purkyné in the University of Prague, and in 1861 he made
his first entry in the Bohemian Diet. This was a stepping
stone to his future political career.
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TRotes.
Franeis Smolka, until recently the speaker of the Aus
trian Parliament, had a remarkable career. He was con-
demned to death by the same government whieh in later

vears he so astutely defended.
K
*®
The jubilee money already received by the Pope amounts
to 7,000,000 franes. The Austrian Emperor, Austrian
Archdukes, the Bishop of Pragueand the Primate of Hun-
gary gave 100,000 franes each. The Bishops of Hungary
gave 250,000 franes, the nobility of Bohemia 300,000, the
Mexican Catholies 150,000 and the South American Catho-
lies 250,000,

® oW
*

Our readers will be sorry to learn that the heirs of the
illustrious Bohemian poet, .John Kolldr, are opposed to the
removal of his ashes from Vienna to Prague. The
“Svatobor” society of Prague received a letter from Prof.
Schellenberg, husband of the only danghter of the poet,
stating that the remains of the author of * Slivy Deera”
must not be removed from Vienna.

etatana s s
pinlons expressed by contributors,

It will be remembered that the National Commitiee
maintains a correspondence Bureau at Prague. whence
telegraphic dispatches are sent to England and the United
States. Desirous to extend the serviee, the committee is
ab present negotiating with James Gordon Bennett of the
New York Herald, and that gentleman has alveady sigui-
fied his willingness to accept the Bureau’s news. Hence,
news relating to Bohemia will be sent in future via Lon-
don and Paris.

+*
* #*

“One Hundred Years of Work,” is the title of a costly
book that has just been published at an expense of 20,000
florins to commemorate the “Prague Jubilee Exhibition™
of 1891. The work describes the immense progress which
Bohemian industry has made since the first exhibition
held in Prague one hundred years ago—the first exhibition
on the European continent,—and speaks of the men who
made that country what it is to-day. The net profit from
the sale of the book will go into the school fund of the
“Matice.” '

* *
*

The ethnographic exhibition which it is proposed to hold
in Prague’in May, 1804, promises to be a success. The exec-
utive committee has decided to divide it into fonr sections.
The first or main section will be again subdivided into
anthropologieal, geographical, lingual, -literary, artistie
and agricultural sections. The second section will com-
prise the exhibits of various towns in the country. The
third section, which is intended to supplement the firsi,
will eontain industrial, commereial, journalistic, school,
military and religious exhibits. The fourth and last see-
tion will be devoted to various business ventures incident
to all exhibitions. Bohemian-Americans will he repre-
sented. X

- % *

In no other European country is the legislative appor=
tionment so thoroughly abominable, rotten and partisan
as it is in Austria. It is impossible to contemplate this
stupendous fabrie of fraud without righteous indignation.
Ineredible as it may seem on this side of the ocean, it is
nevertheless a fact that 8,640,000 Germans in Cisleithania
(Western Austria) have 177 deputies in the Viennese Par-
liament, while 14,680,000 Slavonians can elect only 186 dep-
uties! In the Kingdom of Bohemin almost 6,000,000 of Bo-
hemians elect 50 deputies and 3,000,000 of Germans 53 dep-
uties! Let us see who upholds this infamy. If the pres-
ent electoral law of Austria were based upon equitable
representation of races and made universal, as the Young
Chekhs proposed in a recent bill, the composition of the
parliament would be: The Bohemians, instead of 50 votes
would have 89; the Poles who now have 57 would have 613
the Ruthenians now have 8 and then would have 36; Slo-
venes who now have 14 would have 17; Croatians and Ser-
vians would be entitled to 11 instead of 8. At present. as
already stated, the Slavonians have 136 deputies, then they
would have 228, while the just share of the Germans, who
now command 177 votes, would be 137, In other words, if
the electoral law in Austria were just or universal, the
Slavonians would be in a majority—and here lies the rub.
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European countries do not like to receive any one, who
has formerly been their subject, and Mr. Max Judd, of
St. Louls, the newly appointed consul general to Vienna,
may for that reason be persena non grata to Austria, for
he was born in that country. Moreover, he is a Jew—a
class of people not mueh liked by the high diplomatists of
Vienna. It will be remembered that the Austrian court,
gight years ago, declared Mr. Kelley of Richmond, ap-
pointed minister to that country, persona non graie, be-
cause his wife was a Jewess. Mr. Charles Jonisg, of Wis-
consin, was also objected to, because he was born a sub-
jeet, and not because of any “political offense,” for that
had been condoned by an ast of amnesty, June 30, 1567.
If an ex-subject is appointed fo Prague, it is more than
likely, that Austrian agents in the United States will dis-
cover some displeasing feature about him,

+* *
*

As usunl, Grégr's foreible speech in  the Austrian Par-
linment attracted the attention of the entire Europe.
German, French and Russian. newspapers commented at
lengih on the utterances of the Young Chekh leader.
Grégr’s attack upon the triple alliance was especially
pleasing to the Freneh press. The Paris Revue Bleu says
that Austrian-Hungaiian duoalism is the main pillar
of the allfance. It is an institution which enables
Prussian  statesmen to hold in cheek the various na-

tionalities of Austria and to spread Germanism along the

Adriatic coast and Balkan provinces. The St. Petersburg
Den (Day) is of the opinion that the Bobemian guestion
has taken a favorable turn of late, for which eredit is due
to the Young Chekh party. The German-Austrian press
sees new constellations forming in Austrian polities. It
dwells on the conciliatory attitude of Deputies Plener and
Russ, who stated in their answer to Grégr that peace
and order cannot be réstored in Austria unless the Bohe-
mian-German dificulty is adjusted.
*

The Chieago Poles have entered a vigorous protest against
the Russian extradition treaty now pending in Congress.
< They adopted a condemnatory resolution on Mareh 19,
and forwarded a copy of it to Gresham. “The United
States of America,” says the memorial, “always have given
protection and shelter to the oppressed of all countries
and never ‘have taken measures to strengthen the bands
of the oppressors. The government of the United States
is a living protest against tyranny and injustice, and
should, neither by divection nor indirection, aid the ty-
rant who calls himself God in his attempts to silence a
people who are erying for liberty.” Apart from the ae-
tion of the Chicago Poles, we think there is no likelihood
of the passing of the treaty. Principal American journ-
als condemn it. The Chicago Herald says for instance,
that “we shall not leave to foreign despotisms the first
right to decide whether the fugitive is a moral eriminal
or only a political one. The difference is material. Eng-
lind would have hanged George Washington as a moral
eriminal if she had not been compelled to make peace
with him as rebel. The line between moral and political

erime is one that the American people prefer to see tested
in their own eourts. There is too much confusion about

it in the courts of Russia.”
* *
%*

The Bohemian workmen of Siebenhirten, in Lower
Austria organized a ** reading club ™ recently and, in ac-
cordance with law, sent their by-laws to the Lieutenant-
Governor of that provinee for approval. That official,
however, refused to sanetion the by-laws on the ground that
they permitted the business of the society to be transacted
in the Bohemian language. The “reading club’ appealed
from the unjust decision of the Lieutenant-Governor to
Deputy Kaizl, who in turn interpolated the government on
the matter. Premier Taaffe, like a true Solon, approved
of the action of the Lieutenant-Governor of Lower Aus-
tria, giving as a'reason “that the use ¢f Bohemian would
render it impossible for the state to keep surveillance over
the doings of the society.” That this is not the true reason,
but only a stupid pretext, must be clear to everybody.
There are at least twenty Dohemian societies in Germany
in all of whieh the Bohemian language is nsed. Again,
there are scores of English, French, Italian, Polish and
other societies in Austria where these respective languages
are used without any hindrance or objection on the part
of the government. This is a characteristic instance of
the treatment the Bohemians receive at the hands of the
government. And yet the venal press of that rotten, ab-
solutistic monarchy continually deelaims that Bohemians
lack in Austrian patriotism! Shall they lick the hand that
lashes them?

* *
*

“Shall we become Russians or Germans?” is the theme
of a newspaper controversy between the Prague Cas and
the Ndrodni Listy. The first newspaper, which by the way
is the organ of the realistie faction of the Youung Chekhs,
agsumes the well known position of Francis Palacky, that
if we are doomed to lose our language and nationality, it
must be a matter of indifference to ns whether we become
Russians or Germans. “‘Some of our people,” says the
(Jas, “are enthusiastie tor Russia as she is, with her aunto-
eracy and orthodoxy, and because Russian they
extol things which they wonld heartily condemn at home.”
The Ndrodni Listy is of the opinion that we should always
be mindful of the ties of kindred which bind us to the
rest of Slavonians. “Distinction should be made between
Bohemians as sueh and Bohemian-Slavonians,”. argues
that paper. ““The Bohemian must eonfess to himself: 1
am vanquished, 1 lose in territory, I am on the decline,
But as Slavonians we continue to live, holding in that great
family of ours one of the most important positions—that
of being a rampart against the aggressive west. Let us
not forget that as Bohemians we are lost, as Bohemian-
Slavonians we shall live forever.” So much for the Ndrodni
Listy. In our estimation this guarrel “is neither a vine-
yard nor an olive ground, but an intricate wood of briars
and thistles, from which those who lost themselves in it
brought back many seratches and no food.” It is an un-
fruitful disputation, distraeting the public mind from the
main issue, the recovery of our independence. Why spee-
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ulate upon the manner of our death when there is every
indication of life? “Shall we become Russiaus or Ger-
mans’ is a query that the future alone can solve. If the
nation remains firm and perseveres in its noble struggle,
if it does not lose confidence in its own power and re-
sourees, it will become neither Russian nor German, but
will remain what it is to-day and has been since the mak-
ing of its history — Bohemian., Let Henrik Ibsen brood
over the unsolvable problems of life,—a living nation
should discuss live issues of the day.

* *
*

The 70th anniversary of the birthday of Count Hohen-
wart, a prominent figure in Austrian polifies, reealls to
our nation the most pleasing memories, When, on Jan-
uary 18, 1871, the vietorious King of Prussia proclaimed
himself as Emperor of Germany in Versajlles, Austria per-
ceived the necessity of changing her policy. Ejected,
together with her ancient hopes and traditions, from the
German confederation, she was compelled to move her
center of gravity toward the Slavonian south. And as the
Bohemians oceupied the most important Slavonic territory
in the empire, it was obyvious that their claims must be
salisfied first. A fortnight after the Versailles proclama-
tion Count Hohenwart was charged with the formation of
a new ministry. On September 11, 1871, the emperor is-
sued an “‘irrevocable” reseript wherein he said: “Recog-
nizing the political importance of the erown of Bohemia,
calling to mind the renown and glory whichthe crown
bhas conferred upon our predecessors, and full of
gratitude for the fidelity with which the Bohemian nation
has supported our throne, we are ready to recognize the
rights of the kingdom and torepeat this recognition by the
coronation oath.” At last, then, had the hour of delivery
come! Bohemia’s wrongs were to be redressed. Both the
emperor and his premier were favorable to the idea of
Bohemian home rule, and people were so sare of the cov-
eted prize that ministries were already given away. Amidst
the rejoicings of the people ecame the crushing news from
Vienna that the ““fundamental articles™ of settlement pro-
posed by Count Henry Clam-Martinic had been rejected
in the imperial councill Aursperg and Lasser entered the
ministry and the federalistic policy of Hohenwart was
changed into one of centralism and repression. The
“Srrevocable” rescript of course could not be revoked, but
it has remained a dead lettersinee—a disgrace to Emperor
Franeis Joseph whose signature it bears. To-day it is
diflicull to say whether the settlement of 1871 was frus-
trated through the obstinacy of Count Martinic and his
colleagues or Hohenwart, but so much is certain, that sue-
cessful or not, Hohenwart's intentions with Bohemin were
honest.

g Al
*

The Ilustrated American, an exceedingly bright weekly,
prints in its issue of April 1st., the pictures of Emperor
FraneisJoseph, his wite, Empress Elizabeth, Charles Louis,
the emperor’s brother and Archduke Franeis, the latter's
son and since the demise of Rudolph, the ecrown prince of
Austria. Then it pretends to give the history of the
House of Hapsburg under these headings: “I'he resigna-

tion of the Emperor Franeis Joseph.— Glimpse of the race
that has ruled the fairest states of Europe.—A compaet
of kingly thieves.—How Europe was despoiled by royal
bandits.” Altogether the article is the most terrible ar-
raignment of the House of Iapsburg that we have ever
seen in print, and though that dynasty has been the cause
of much of the suffering of Bohemia, yet we cannot en-
dorse the violent language of the Illustrated Anierican.
Here are a few citations: “The Hapsburgs have been as
men, as a family, what the Normans have been as u race:
covetous, parsimonious, hypocrites, sneaks, liars, cheats,
shams, frauds, snobs in dignity, lunkies in adversity, ty-
rants in victories.” ‘‘Brothers, mothers, fathers, cousing
were prisoned, poisoned, tortured, beleaded, that the
thick-lipped, empty-headed idiot in Vienna should be sa-
luted as lord of the Holy Roman empire.” “They pave
idiots to Spain in the guise of kings; harlots to France in
the guise of queons, bunco bosses to the Netherlands in
the guise of regents; they gave mousters Cortez and Piz-
zaro to the new world; they gave the world’s cuf-Lhroat,
England, armies to stifle the rising tide of freedom.”
*There has never been a Hapsburg, who, if a private citi-
zen, would not have been a conviet or a felon.” To Maria
Theresa, alone the chivalric editor gives pardon, ecalling
her “‘the brave, brilliant, masterful Maria Theresa.”
“After Marie Theresa came Irancis 1. Ie was a philuso-
pher. He adored Roussean and Voltaire. He visited DParis
incognito and passed his time with the encyelopedists and
doetrinaires, who were preparing the way to the guillotine
for Francis Joseph’s sister—Queen Marie Antoinetto.
Rasecality was so indelibly part of the Hapsburg bone,
so ineradicably part of the Hapsburg flesh-=that Joseph
I. couldn’t even tell the truth to his sorely best kins-
woman, Marie Antoinette.”” In one place the editor is mis-
taken when he says that "“a king of Poland, John Sobi-
eski, saved the Austrian monarchy from the flood tide of
Turkish eonquests in the fifteenth century.” As a matter
of fact, the siege of Vienna by Turks occured two cen-
turies later, in the seventeenth century, 1685.

BOHEMIAN ACTORS IN AMERICA,

Ludvik’s Theatrical Company, well known in Bohemia,
arrived on March 20 in New York city. The company
consists of the following members, all professionals:
Messrs. Rudolph Innemann, Irederick Kovidi, Viclay
Kacerovsky, Frank Ludyik, Bohumil Ludvik, Frank Les
¢insky, Krank Mach, Charles Novik, John Pittner, Jaro-
slav Raimann,Joseph Skalsky, Frank Skaloud, Frank Sipek.
Ladies: Mrs. Bohumila Ludvik, Mrs. Lidunka Innemann,
Mrs. Albina Mach, Mrs. EliSka Novik, Mrs. Anna Sipek,
Misses: Christine HenéiF, Bettie Kozlansky, DBoZena
Kluk, Marie Klier, Fannie Klefka, Béla Pacall,

The first appearance of the company will be in New
York city. From that place the company will. start on a
tour throughout the country, giving performance in every
large Bohemian settlement.

As this is the first venture of the kind much specula-
tion is indulged in as to its financial snccess. That the
company will receive the liberal patronage of the Bolhe-
mian-American people goes without saying.
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A PLEA FOR BOHEMIAN HOME RULE.

If the argument is true that oratory can flourish
in free countries only, or in times when the national
heart is heaving with exeitement, we can easily un-
derstand why the Austrian Parliament can boast of
so few genuine orators. Men like Brougham, Pitt
and Fox in England, and Webster and Clay in the
United States were the product of constitutional
freedom. Mirabean, Danton, Benjamin Constant,
Royer-Collard, Lamartine, Thiers and Gambetta in
France and O’Connell in Ireland were again orators,
who mounted to power during periods of great po-
litical crisis or national misfortune.

In polyglotic Austria the candidates of forensice
honors are at a serious disadvantage, because they
have to use a language in parliament, that probably
in half the cases is not their mother tongue. The
debates in parliament are carried on in German.
True, deputies may employ their respective dialects,
but in order to command attention and insure sue-
cess, one must talk German and haye a perfect
mastery of that language.

Years ago, Dr. Rieger, leader of the Old Chekh
faction, was considered one of the best speakers in
the Austrian Parliament. Suave in manners, pos-
sessing an excellent literary education, and gifted
with a deep, voluminous voice, Dr. Rieger used to
deliver speeches on the banks of Donau, that in-
spired with hope every lover of liberty in Austria.
Some of these speeches were even translated into
French and Italian. But as Rieger advanced in
years and political reverses multiplied, his oratori-
cal powers ave said to bave declined; he became less
truculent and of late years lost much of his popu-
larity, like Pitt the elder, by his conciliatory atti-
tude toward the government.

Dr. Edward Grégr, the present leader of the
Young Chekhs, is such an orator as Rieger used to
be in his best years,  His speeches are events and
Grégr probably commmands greater attention, both of
the parliament and the press, than any other dep-
aty.  In every one of his speeches he dwells upon
the grievances of the fatherland, repeating constantly
what O’Connell might bhave said in the English
House of Commons: “I will never be guilty of
despairing of my country:; and to-day, after over
two centuries of suffering, here I stand amidst you
in this hall, making the same complaints, demand-
ing the same rights, which was ciaimed by our pre-
decessors; but no longer with the humble veice of
the suppliant, but with the sentiment of force and
the conviction that one day we shall be heard. 1
make no compromise with you; I want the same

rights for us that the Germans enjoy.  Otherwise
what is union with you?” 5

On February 25th Grégr again delivered one of
his memorable home rule speeches that created an
unusual stir in the parliament. He was ably
seconded hy Drs. Herold and Kaizl, both eloguent
deputies from Bohemia.

“This parliament,”” said Grégr in the course of
his address, *‘is foreign to us, it is an unjust insti-
tution—our parliament is the Diet of the Kingdom
of Bohemia.

*“The Bohemian Diet is our only legal represen-
tative body; that body alone has the right of inter-
preting the needs of the land to its king, without
interference of any other nation or state.  That is
what we understand by Bohemian home rule.

“We observe with indifference—more like disin-
terested spectators than anything else, the oceur-
ences in the Reichsrath.  And the more this parlia-
ment is agitated and disturbed by internal dissen-
sions and partisan struggles, the more it loses in
dignity, influence and strength, the better it is for
our cause, the sooner will it be seen, that the pres-
ent system is destructive and untenable.

Again: “Fortifying ourselves within the rampart
of Bohemian home rule we shall await calmly fu-
ture events.

¢‘Nothing shall ever entice us from this rampart—
neither promises, threats, deceit or force.

«Many a majority and probably many a govern-
ment will ineffectually storm this rampart.”’

«“We, on the other hand, shall continue to strug-
gle for the rights and convictions of our people,
with but one aim before us: to secure the liberty
and independence of our dear, beloved fatherland.

Speaking of the constitution, which at one time
was praised by Europeans as a source of civil liber-
ties, Grégr said:  ©A distinguished lawyer, sitting
in this parliament, has demonstrated recently,—the
same gentleman is a member of the conservative
party, I believe,—that Austria cannot be consid-
eved as constitutionally free, because she is govern-
ed by police. It would be an irony to speak of
liberty in such a state.

““Considering all, can our estimation of Austria
be any different? No.  With a constitution that
proteets such electoral law as we have, which in-
sures supremacy to one nationality over others, true
liberty can never put forth blossoms.  Under such
conditions nothing can grow, but thistles of op-
pression and reaction.

<Clertain it is, that centralistic Austria can never
be a free state, can never be governed but through
abzolutism and “illiberalism.
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““The Bohemian nation has always been liberal.
Hardly a people sacrificed so much at the altar of
freedom, suffered and bled as profusely as the Bo-
hemians.

And again: ““I am no adyocate of coups d'état, of
coercion, of constitutional curtailments, but since
through the ignorance and clumsiness of architects,
a hideous and impracticable structure has been
erected, which dissatisfies every {enant, astructure
lacking light and air, a structure which aecomo-
dates neither party and which neither expense nor
labor can make habitable, it would be wisest to tear
it down to the foundations and build upon its ruins
an edifice answering all the manifold needs of its in-
habitants.

“In the judgment of Dr. Menger this would be
a treason, and I confess it would be a treason upon
the present constitution. Yet, is not this very con-
stitution a treason on the rights and liberties of this
state, especially on the rights and hhertwq of our
Bohemian nation?’

Grégr’s vehement speech could of course not re-
main unanswered. Drs. Plener and Russ, leaders of
the German party, undertook the task, and to the
surprise of everybody, their tone was at once mod-
est and conciliatory—the best evidence of the fact
that the Bohemian cause is gaining year by year.
“Every member of the Reichsrath,” said Dr. Ple-
ner, ‘“whether he be from Bohemia or not, must
have come to the conclusion by this time that order
will not be restored in Austria before the race con-
flict in Bohemia is settled. For several years past
the enfire parliamentary life in Austria has revolved
around the German-Bohemian question. Ifs un-
settled state impedes every work, particularly in the
parlisment and every advancement in Austria.
Those who strive to conciliate the warring races
would, if suecessful, deserve well not only of Bo-
hemia, but of the entire monarchy.”

The New York Herald in printing a telegraphic
dispatch of Grégr’s speech on February 25, sub-
joined an editorial on the life and work of the
speaker. Incorrect in many respects, the comment
is nevertheless inl‘e‘.'csting.

«Herr Grégr,” writes the flerald, ‘s one of the
best pmhamont‘n'mns in Austria. Dr. Grégr is a
remarkable man. For more than twenty-one years
he has been fighting for his cause. He is the editor
of the Narodni, Listy y,* the organof the young Czech
party. He writes all night and makes speeches all
day. He is an indefatigable worker.

His object is to obtain the greatest possible meas-
ure of autonomy for Bohemia, and if possible the
rights belonging to the historic crown of St. Wen-

*It is his brother, Dr. Julius Grégr,
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ceslaus.  This, too, is the object of the old Czech
party, headed by M. Rieger, but their proposed
means are different.  The Germans bave no more
indomitable adversary and the French no better
friuml than Dr. Grégr.

r. Grégr has attacked the Hungarians, accusing
Lhmn nf a lack of patriotism. :\lthmwh old in the
battles of his country, he is still young. He was
not a figure in the chamber until 1'%84 altlmuﬂ'h he
might have often taken the lead, The old Czech
pmty fought him because they feared his sweeping
elnqumm and his grand philippics. They thought
it was a mistake to eleet him.

When he spoke for the first time in parliament
the anxiety was general. Each party—and there
are many in the Austro-Hungarian ehamber—was
afraid of being attacked. But when the patriot
spoke it was in the choicest language, with perfect
ease and as a practiced pu]lturmn. He was modest
and cautious, but he threw his whole soul into the
effort and was an unqualified success. Even the
German liberals were obliged to applaud him,
although he had dealt them some hard blows.

Then the old Czechs began to regret that they
had for so long kept out of parliament an orator so
brilliant and lmworful Built like a Hercules, his
genius had a grand physical frame and he exempli-
fied the saying, ¢ A force of nature.’ ™’

WILL FRANCIS JOSEPH ABDICATE?

Jacques St. Cere, the Paris correspondent of the Amer-
iean press is responsible for the following dispatch:

“Phere is the possibility of the abdication of the Eni-
peror of Austria, which will be as muech on aceount of the
illness of the empress, who is almost entirely losing her
1eason, as of the political situnation, daily becoming more
complicated.

“The populations of the Austrio-Hungarian monarchy are
becoming more opposed to the triple alliance, which they
feel costs mucli more than the advantiages. Besides this
the Hungarian monarchial party demands liberal reforms
that Francis Joseph, who is the most honest man in the
empire, does not see his way to grant.

“He prefers therefore to descend from the throne and
content himself with watching and guiding the debuts of
his youthful nephews as governors. The young princes
are not popular. They have shown themselves too author-
itative upon some triflingoceasions and all the anthority of
Franecis Joseph will be necessary to maintain a good un-
derstanding between sovereign and people.

“The abdication will be of great political importance be-
cause with the early arrival of the young archduke the
clerical party will come into power as regards internal pol-
icy, while the external policy of the country will be di-
rected by the party which has not forgotten 1866 and is
desirous of reapproachment with Russia. For these rea-
sons the highest personages in Europe are making strenu-
ous efforts to prevent the abdieation.

Francis Joseph was born August 18, 1830, and was pro-
claimed Emperor of Austria after the abdication of his
uncle, Ferdinand L., whom the common people were wont
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(o call “Good.” e married in 1854, Elizabeth, a daugh-
ter of Duke Maxmillian of Bayaria, with whom he had
three children: Archduchess Gisela, born 1856 and married to
Leopold, son of the regent Luitpold of Bavaria; Archduke
Rudolph, heir apparent, born in 1858, and who died by sui-
cide in 1880. Rudolph married in 1881 Stephanie, daughter
of the present Kingof the Belgians and had by her one issue,
the Archduchess Elizabeth, born 1883. The third child of
the emperor was Arehduchess Marie, born 1868 and mar-
pied in 1990 to Archduke Franeis Salvator of Tuscany. On
the death of the Crown Prince Rudolph the right of suc-
cession to the throne passed to the emperor’s eldest
brother, the Archduke Charles Louis, who was born in
1833, But as the archduke has declared his unwillingness
to rule, the Austrian crown will go to one of his three
sons, most likely to the eldest, Archduke Francis, born in
1868, The other two sons are Archduke Otho, born in
1865 and the Archduke Ferdinand, born in 1868,

The Paris correspondent says that Emperor Francis
Joseph is the most honest man in his empire. This may
be true, but unfortunately it is not honesty alone which
goes to make great and successful rulers of men. What
Franecis Joseph lacked throughout life was decisiveness
and foree, and at no time of his reign did he display that
weakness ag during the Crimean war. In 1849 the Rus-
sian soldiers saved his tottering monarchy and when Rus-
sia herself, five years later, needed his assistance, his atti-
tude was such that he forfeited the respect of entire
Burope, Having been placed on the throne in 1848 for the
purpose of defeating certain coneessions, which his weak-
minded unecle, Ferdinand the “ Good,” had made to the
varions nationalities, his rule has been throughout one of
vacillation and indecision. The revocation of the con-
stitution in 1852, the concordat, the humiliations in Italy
in 1859, the disasters in Bohemia in 1866, the dualism of
1867, promises repeatedly given and so many times broken,
these were the fruits of his weakness.

1f Francis Joseph contemplates abdicating at this june-
ture. it is evident that he is unwilling to satisfy the legiti-
mate demands of his subjects. Some people deceived them-~
gelves with the hope that he would close his inglorious
reign by redeeming his solemn promises to Bohemia, if
not reconstrueting the empire altogether. Buat the con-
stant assurances of Count Taaffe that dualism must be
considered as final, together with this story of abdication,
would make it appear that the life work of Francis Joseph
is ended.

Of the sueeessors of the emperor the history knows
nothing, at least nothing good. Two of the younger areh-
dukes are said to be worthless young men, who hate books
and the serious duties of state. They are certainly not
qualified to guide the destiny of a great monarchy.

The long reign of Francis Joseph will be chiefly remem-
bered for the phenomenal growth of the Bohemian nation,
to which, however, he contributed nothing. On the ‘con-
trary, the unerowned King of Bobemia tried more than
once toretard its progress.

Petitions are being singed in Austria against the recep-
tion of Mr. Judd to Vienna.

SLAVONIANS IN THE UNITED STATES,
Bohemians,

According to the advance bulleting of the United States
Census Bureau, just published, the Bohemian population
is distributed by states as follows : Maine 3, New Hamp-
shire 3, Vermont 10, Massachusetts 551, Rhode Island 14,
Connecticut 177, New York 9,120, New Jersey 306, Pennsyl-
vania 2,031, Delaware 8, Maryland 1,554, District of Colum-
bin 10, Virginia 73, West Virginia 6, North Carolina 11,
South Carolina 11, Georgia 335, Florida 5, Ohio 11,000, Iu-
diana 288, Tllinois 26,627, Michigan 2,811, Wisconsin 11,999,
Minnesota 9,655, Towa 10,928, Missouri 8,255, North Dakota
1,120, South Dakota 2488, Nebraska 16,803, Kansas 3,022,
Kentucky 58, Tennessee 13, Alabama 25, Mississippi 6,
Loujsiana 14, Texas 3,215, Oklahoma 259, Arkansas 97,
Montana 98, Wyoming 31, Colorado 212, New Mexico 8,
Arizona 3, Utah 8, Nevada 11, Idaho 11, Washington 230,
Oregon 79, California 243. This shows a total of 118,106
Bobemians who were born abroad.

Of this number 57,065 or 45.82 per cent live in the 124
cities having a population of 25,000 in 1890, as follows:
New York 8,009, Chicago 25,105, Philadelphia 189, Brooklyn
143, St. Lonis 2,301, Boston 104, Baltimore 1,368, San Fran-
ciseo 82, Cinecinnati 28, Cleveland 10,287, Buffalo 15, New
Orleans 9, Pittsburg 95, Washington, D. C., 10, Detroit 513,
Milwaukee 1,460, Newark 69, Minneapolis 303, Jersey City,
N. J., 11, Louisville, Ky., 7, Omaha 2,67, Rochester, N.
Y., 6, 8t. Paul, Minn., 1,279, Kansas City, Mo., 90, Provi-
dence, R. L., 10, Denver 68, Indianapolis 9, Allegheny 560,
Albany 6, Columbus 6, Syracuse 1, Worcester, Mass., 11,
Toledo, O., 35, Richmond, Va., 4, Ne)fﬁa\m], Conn., 11,
Paterson, N. J., 4, Lowell, Mass., 1, Seranton, Pa., 11
Cambridge, Mass., 6, Atlanta, Ga., 2, Wilmington, Del., 8,
Dayton, O., 25, Troy, N. Y., 6, Grand Rapids, Mich, 22,
Reading, Pa., 6, Trenton, N. J., 1, Lincoln, Neb., 250,
Hartford, Conn., 6, St. Joseph, Mo., 98, Los Angeles, Cal.,
17, Des Moines, Ia., 80, Bridgeport, Conn., 68, Oakland,
Cal,, 4, Portland, Ore., 82, Saginaw, Mich., 168, Salt Lake,
Utah, 1, Springfield, Mass., 19, Maunchester, N. H., 1, Utica,
N. Y., 1, Hoboken, N. J., 4, Savaunah, Ga., 10, Seattle,
Wash., 16, Peoria, Ill., 28, New Bedford, Mass., 89, Erie,
Pa., 10, Somerville, Mass,, 20, Harrisburg, Pa., Kansas
City, Kan. 10, Dallas, Tex. 5, Sionx City, Ia., 68, Elizabeth,
N. J., 2, Wilkesbarre 29, San Antonio, Tex., 23, Covington,
Ky., 13, Tacoma, Wash., 34, Holyoke, Mass., 12, Fort
Wayne, Ind., 3, Binghampton, N. Y., 19, Wheeling, Ww.
Va., 2. Youngstown, O., 6, Duluth, Minn.. 22, Yonkers, N.
Y., 4, Quiney, 11L, 3, Topeka, Kan., 9, Elmira, N. Y., 6,
Long Island City, N. Y., 173, Altoona, Pa., 1, Dubugue
Ia., 78, Terre Haute, Ind., 4, Chattanooga, Tenn., 1, Gal-
veston, Tex., 3, Waterbury, Conn., 10, Bay City, Mich., 25,
Akron, O., 7, Houston, Tex., 1, Davenport, Ia., 30, Sacra-
mento, Cala., 2, Canton, O., 32, Birmingham, Ala., 4, Lit-
tle Rock, Ark., 9, Allentown, Pa., §, LaCrosse, Wis., 338.

Hungarian Slavs,

The number of Hungarian Slavs (Slovéiks) and Ruthen-
jans found in the country in 1890 is 62,485. The state of
Pennsylvania alone hus 24,901 of them. The other states
having large Sloviik settlements are: New York
15,598, Ohio 5431, New Jersey 3.417, Illinois 3,126,
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Minnesota 1,256, Connecticut 1,146, ete. The cities having

the largest IHungarian Slav population are: New York

12,222, Cleveland 3,210, Chicago 1,818, Brooklyn 1,854, Pitts-

burg 794, Seranton, Pa, 655, Trenton, N. J. 539, Yonkers,

N. Y. 440, Bridgeport, Conn. 409, Youngstown, O. 300, ete.
Poles.

The numberof Poles is 147,440 and of this number 84,200
or 47.11 per cent have resided in the 124 principal cities.
The Poles are most numerous in the following states: New
York 22,718, Pennsylvania 25,191, Illinois 28,878, Michigan
15,669, Wisconsin 17,660, Minnesota 7,508, Massachusetts
3,541, New Jersey 3,615, Ohio 5,987, Indiana 8,114, Nebraska
2,332, Cities having the largest Polish population are:
Chieago 24,086, New York 6,750, Buffalo 8,979, Milwaukee
9,229 Detroit 5,531, Cleveland 2848, Philadelphia 2,189,
Pittsburg 2,750, Jersey City 1,206, St. Paul 1,015, Toledo
1,971, Bay City, Mich. 1,852, ete.

Austrian Slavs.

Superintendent of Census Mr. Porter classes all those
immigrants from Austria who are not otherwise classified
as Bohemians or Hungarians as “Teutons,” which is just
as erroneous as to elass the Russian immigrants as “*Slavs.”
Every one knows that the immigrants from Russia are
mainly Jews and these people are certainly not Slavs. Of
the Austrian ““Teutons” Mr. Porter has discovered 123,271
in the United States. It is no exaggeration to say that
half of them are Slavonians from Slavonia, Croatia, Car-
niola, Carinthia and Moravia. If is well known, for in-
stance, that there are large agricultural colonies of
Bohemian-Moravians in Texas; yet we notice that the
number of Bohemians in Texas is only 3,215, while that of
“peuton? Austrians 8,758!  Again, the census makes no
mention of the strong colony of Slavonians, prineipally
of Dalmatians, and Croatians in California, but gives the
number of “Teufon’ Austrians in that state as 3,687. The
prineipal colonies of these Austrians in fthe various,
states are: New York 83,145, Pennsylvania 21,038, Ohio
5,115, Illinois 8,087, Michigan 3.630, Wisconsin 4,856, Min-
nesota 5,168, Kansas 2384, Nebraska 4,082, Texus 8,758,
Colorado 2,700, California 3,687, ete.

The total number of foreign persons in the United
States is 9,249,547, of which number 4,081,927 or 44.13 per
cent are found in the 124 principal eities in 1800, Of the
whole number of persons born in Ireland 55.97 per cent are
found in the same cities, while of the whole number born
in Germany 4871 are contained in these cities. Of
the total number of persons born in Russia these cities
contained 57.90 per cent; of persons bornin Poland57.11 per
cent, of persons born in Italy 58.79 per cent, of persons
born in Bohemia 48.32 per cent, of persons born in Spain
58.82 per cent.

Exclusive of the immigrants from Russia the number
of Slavonian people in the United States would be: 118,106
Bohemians, 62438 Hungarian Slays, 147,440 Poles, and
about 60,000 of Austrian Slavonians (classed as Teutons),
together 887,546, Including their children and children’s
children, born here, we may safely state that the number
of people of Slavonic blood in the United States is over
1,000,000,

. THE ANNIVERSARY OF A POET,

“Whoever observed Bohemian affairs carefully and im-
pdartially, from a distance” suys Prof. Albert of Vienna,
“ean not be unconsecious of the faet, that our development
within the last 20 yéars has been unusually rapid. Herein
lies the key to the situation. Nobody anticipated such
unprecedented advancement. The national organization
was taken by surprise. It is amazing to contemplate the
changes that occurred during the last 30 years. Nalional
theater, university, academy, the rise of BDohemian art—
all that shot out at once. The nation has demonstrated
a wonderful force.”

Probably in no other direction was the progress of which
Prof. Albert speaks so astonishing as in poetry. Tosuch
a perfection has the poetic language been brought since
the revival, dating from the first French Revolution, that
Svatopluk Cech, a poet of the first rank, exelaimed: “‘there
is not a language in the wide world which we could envy.
In this regard further improvement is impossible.”” The
quality of poetry improved correspondingly; and there is
nothing more suggestive in this respect than the fact that
Puchmajer, Chmelensky, Jablonsky, Vocel, Stule and other
writers of 50 or 75 years ago are denied all poetic merit by
the present generation.

Of all the Bohemian poets of our day, Frederick Frida,
or to call him by his nomt de plume, Jaroslav Vrehlicky, is
the greatest and most prolific. At 40 years of age (his
anniversary was celebrated a few weeks ago) Vrchlicky
stands without a peer in Bohemia and probably in the
whole of Europe. His literary activity is fully as amazing
as his versatile genius. To-day he is the anthor of 40
collections of lyric and epie poems, 19 dramas, 2 music
texts, 28 volumes of translations of foreign authors, 8 vol-
umes of sketches in prose and 3 volumes of essays, alto-
gether 05 works since 1875, when he published his first
effort. The translations are from 383 poets—168 French,
159 Ttalian, 22 German, 21 English, 3 Spanish, 4 Latin,
ete., making a total of 2,856 poems.

Svatopluk Cech, already quoted, published a remarkable
“feuilleton” upon the occasion of Vrehlicky’s anniversary,
where he said: “One day, while I was eo-editing *“Lumir”
I sat down to peruse the manuscript of a lengthy poem,
‘entitled *“‘Satanella,” by a young poet, whom I had already
known as the author of some fragmentary verses, publish-
ed in the “Sviétozor” and *Lumir.” These poems dis-
played an undoubted talent and I was curious to know,
what course their author would pursue. . Though 1 was
prepared to read tolerably good, verses, yet, at the outseb,
I could hardly suppress a feeling of distrust, confronted as
I was with the first long poem of a young beginner. The
distrust, however, soon disappeared and as I went on
reading, I felt myself irresistibly seized with something
new, heretofore unknown, great and fascinating, and
carried into a realm of beauty more resplendent, and
music more enrapturing, than I ever saw or heard within
my own soul, during my poetic transports.

“To tell the truth, I had no mean opinion of mysell
then. I had already published a series of poems from
the “Storm” to the ‘“‘Adamites,” that gave me quite a
name, Bub more than these evidences of achievement—
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you will pardon the conceit of a young poet—I1 prized the
conscionsness Lhat those poems did not deseribe the full
grace anid splendor of the visions reflexed within my sonl;
thut there yet seethed a world full of other beauties,
which I might suceeed faithfully to portray in the future.
The moment after 1 had finished reading the “‘Satanella,”
I had to confess to mysell that the world, opening itself
before me in this poem, far exceeded in beauty and charm,
everything which blossomed and sang in my own bosom.

“I beheld rising before me a giant poet, though I could
not yet measure the height he would reach. He grew
amazingly from year to year, and to-day, after 20 years,
he has oulgrown not only all the Bohemian poets, living
and dead, but all the contemporanecus singers of other
nations as well. Future ages will measure his true great-
ness.””’

Jaroslav Vrehlicky is a secretary of the Prague univer-
sity, and it must be presumed that a great number of his
works were written or planned while performing the an-
noying duties of his office. Poets of Vrchlicky’s rank
would live in afMuence in other countries; in Bobemia
they are compelled to work for a living.

FOREIGNERS IN AUSTRIA,

Dr. Stremayer, president of the Austrian Court of Cass-
ation, issued an order recently that was the cause of a
heated parliamentary diseussion. It provided that cases
in his eourt must be submitted in the German language,
and should any other foreign language be used in the plead-
ings, the litigants must provide a German translation of
the case. This means by implication, that German is the
native language of Austria, whilé Robemian, Polish,
Croatian ete., are foreign languages, -or, applying it to peo-
ple, that Germans are natives, while Bohemians, Poles,
Croatians, Ruthenians and the others who compose the
monarchy are foreigners, In other words, as there are
25,000,000 people reprecented in the Austrian Parliament and
as the number of Germans is only about 8,000,000, Western
Austria, or Cigleithania, has according to Chief Justice
Strémayer 15,000,000 foreigners or 66 per cent of her entire
population. We have always believed that the United
States with its 9,249,547 immigrants has the largest foreign
population of any eountry in the world, more so, than either
Switzerland or the Argentine Republie in both of which
countries large numbers of foreigners are known to live,
but we were grievously mistaken.

Incidentally the question arises: what country do these
Bohemians, Poles, Croatians and Slovenes, whom Chief
Justice Stremayer has denationalized with one stroke of
the pen, Lelong to, if not to Austria? They are not
LRussians, much less Germans or Frenchmen. What are
they then?

Another question, more pertinent than the first is, who
has built and made the present Austrianempire? He who
remembers his lessons in history knows that the Germans
did not do it. The foundation to the Austrian monarchy
was laid in 1526 by Bohemians and Hungarians, it was pre-
served by Poles in 1683 and by Russiuns and Croatians in
15849, Of all the strange things in Austria this is the

© the thrust was intended.
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strangest, Lo be branded as a foreigner in one's own home.

The official and semi-ofticial press tries to palliate and
explain the insolent utterance of the Austrian Chief Jus-
tice. It was an unfortunate lapsus linguae, they say, a
mere misapplication of the word. The Chief Justice did
not mean any harm by referring to “foreign languages.”

In our estimation this is a very ill-made story to be be-
lieved by the Slavonie people of Austria, against whom
The Chief Justice must be un-
derstood as baving meant exactly what he has said. He is
certainly no wantwit who desires to have his language
construed differently in eourt and differently out of court.
What he said was uttered deliberately, premeditatedly. It
was anecho of a ery too familiar to practiced ears, the war
ery against Austrian Slavonians.

It is self-evident that a poliecy which persistently ignores
the lingual and politieal rights of 15,000,000 people must be
pernicious. It cannot hold out forever. It must erumble
down by the weight of its own odium. And when it does
fall, may it not happen that the people will in turn consider
as “foreign® the Austrian government?

SOCIETY OF BOHEMIAN BRETHREN,

Amidst the degeneracy of the times, and the extrava-
gance of the sects, there had gathered at I'rague, as mem-
bers of the Tyn Church, in which the celebrated preacher
Rokyeana preached, a little band of Calixtines (whose
chief purpose was the restoration to the laity of the eup
in the Lord’s Supper, hence their name from caliz, cup);
and, throughout the country, many entertained similar
aspirations and distinguished themselves by the same aus-
tere mode of life. No ontward confederation existed
among them. They were an invisible church. From the
ranks of these men arose the founders of the Brethren’s
Church. ¢

About the year 1450 Rokyeana, induced partly by his
better convictions, but chiefly by his disappointment in
not securing from the Pope his consecration as Archbishop
of Bohemia, began to inveigh against the corruptions of the
church, and to exhort the people to return to the prinei-
ples of Hus. They sought counsel of their eloquent
teacher, fellowship one with another, and opened a corres-
pondence with those of like mind in various parts of
Bohemia. :

Rokyeana directed their attention to the works of Peter
Chel&icky, an eminent and foreible writer, who had retired
from the conflicts of the Hussite war to an obscure re-
treat, whence he protested, with ull the sternness of a
Puritan, against the corruptions of the age. His views
made so deep an impression upon them that they could
not wait for a future, but wished to begin an immediate
reformation. To this end they besought Rokyecana to put
himself at their head, promising to follow him wherever
he might lead. But he was not willing to undertake the
risk. Convinced finally, that a reformation at this time
was not possible, these Puritans determined to seek a re-
treat where they could live together in undisturbed com-
munion.

About eighty miles from ’rague, in the circleof Kralové
Hradec and the shadow of the Giant Mountains, they
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found such an asylum. It was an estate called Litice,
belonging to George Podébrad and his sons, with but a
sparse population, and still suffering from the ravages of
the Hussite war. [Its chief point was an ancient castle,
the ruins of which remain to the present day, among the
rest a gate bearing the inseription: *“A. D. regnante Geo.
Podiebrado 14687  To the east of the castle lny the town
of Senftenberg or Zamberk, and to the north the village of
Kunwald,

To this estate the awakened members of the Tyn Church
retived, in 1446, by permission of the Regent, who hoped to
improve its material condition through their industry. A
number of others of like mind joined them from different
parts of the country. Kunwald became the centre of the
colony, and Bradacius its spiritual head. Its most emi-
nent lay agent was Gregory, a nephew of Rokycana, a
man of sound judgment. The object which these men had
in view was not, at this time, to found a e¢hureh, but to
carry ouf, on the basisof the Articles of Prague and the
Compactata of Basle, tLe reformation begun by Hus. To
this end they drew up and adopted a formal declaration of
prineiples and took the name of the “*Brethren and Sisters
of the Laws of Christ.” But as this title induced the be-
lief among the ignorant peasantry that the society was a
new monastic order it was soon changed into the “Breth-
ren,” and subsequently into the “Unity of the Brethren,”
(Unitas Fratrnm or Jednota Bratrskd). Though the
details are wanting, it is certain that it occurred in 1457.

The Brethren now lived in their retreat for some years,
undisturbed by the factions that rent the country. In
1461, however, a persecution broke out, owing, in part, to
the complaints of the neighboring parish priests, and, in
part, to Podébrad himself. In 1467 the first three minis-
ters were elected, namely, Matthias of Kunwald, Thomas
of Preloud, and Elias of Kfizanov. They were consecrated
by two Waldensian bishops, of whom a.colony had settled
on the Moravian frontier. .John Hus, the reformer of the
fifteenth eentury, Iaid the foundation to the Brethren’s
Chureh by his teachings: Rokyeana, the Calixtine bishop,
without meaning to do so, furthered it; Peter Cheléicky,
by his writings, gave it a more positive aim; Gregory, the
patriareh of the Brethren, earrvied it out; and the Wald-
enses of Austria, who soon after passed away, completed it.

In the years which followed, the Brethren, in spite of
the persecutions to which they were subjected, inereased
numerically. Their strength lay in thei1r discipline and
austere living. They had about 400 churches in Boliemia
and Moravia, with a membership of 150,000 souls. Their
principal seafs were Mlad4 Boleslav and LitomyS] in Bohe-
mia, where they owned printing presses, and Prerov in
Moravia.

The Brethren may be said to be “‘reformers before the
reformation.””  As suech Luther himself acknowledged
them after he had become acquainted with their prinei-
ples. And although there were points, especially in refer-
ence to the discipline, upon which he and the Brethren
could not agree, the relation between them, with some
interruptions, was a friendly one. 'The Brethren sent
several deputations to him; and he published their confes-
sions of faith, with a preface of his own, at Wittenberg.

-
Still more cordial was the conneetion between® them and
some of the reformers of the sixteenth century, especially
Bueer and Calvin.

Soon after Luther’s death, the Smalcaldic war Lroke
out between the Catholics and Protestants. The Bohemi-
ans having refused to take partin it, Ferdinand, a brother
of the Emperor Charles 1., came to Prague to wreak his
vengeance upon Lhe people. The Brethren being weak
then, he began to persecute them. In 1548 a decree was
promulgated commanding all persons living on royal es-
tates to join either the Calixtine or Roman Cbureh, or to
leave the country within forty-two days. A large number
of the members of the Brethren's Church emigrated in
consequence to Prussia. Meanwhile operations were ex-
tended to Poland, and with such a success that in less
than six years forty churches were established in that
country. Gradually the Brethren had three confederate
provinees—+the Bohemian, Moravian and IPolish. Under
the liberal Maximillian I. the Brethren flourished and
prospered in every respect. They numbered many of the
noblest and most influential families of Bohemia and Mo-
ravia among their members ; they established theological
seminaries and developed their ecclesiastical resources in
other particulars, publishing among the rest the celebrated
Bohemian bible of Kralice, translated from the original by
their bishops, after a labor of fifteen years, and printed in
six folio volumes. In the year 1609 the Emperor Rudolph
II1., was constrained to establish permanently the liber-
ties which the evangelical party had enjoyed under Maxi-
millian, by the promulgation of his well-known Imperial
Letters Patent. Thus the Unitas Fratrum, which had
been founded in great humility, became a legally acknowl-
edged church in the land ; held as its own the Bethlehem
chapel at Prague, where Hus, its forerunner, had preached;
and had a bishop associated with the administrator of the

dvangelical Consistory. But from the pinnacle of out

ward prosperity this chureh was to fall into the depths of
adversity, in common with the other Protestunt denomi-
nations of Austria.

The fall of the Brethren begins with the anti-reforma-
tion in Austria. Tt begun in 1621, in Prague, with the
execution of twenty-seven rebels, several of whom were
members of the churech. The fundamental principle of
the anti-reformation was* “‘Abjure evangelical faith or
leave the country.” More than thirty thouosand of the
best families emigrated. The sanctuaries of the Dreth-
ren, Lutherans and Reformed were closed ; their congre-
gations seattered. Soon the evangelieal party in Bohemia
and Moravia ceased to exist. In 1627 it was no more.
The Polish branch continued for a period longer.

The Brethren, though extinet as a religious society, left
an imperishable impress on Bohemian eivilization. “This
religious society,” says Prof. Charles Tieftrunk in his
* History of Bohemian Literature,” “fostered schools,
using as medium of instruction the Bohemian langnage,
which the most learned men of the Unity constantly
sought to improve. Some of the foremost stylists of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were members of the
Brethren, like John Augusta, John Blahoslay, Charles de
Zerotin, John Amos Comenius and others. The Unity
also contributed to Bohemian literature, by establishing

printing presses in Bohemia and Moravia.”  The Mora-
vians of the United States claim to be direct descendants

of the ancient Brethremn.

ST LT R e
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! AUSTRIAN AKMY, :

General Kaulbars, for some years a military attaché to
the Russian embassy in Vienna published a book nob long
ago, highly complimentary to the Austrian army. He
contends that the Austro-Hungarian army in its present
condition takes a foremost place among the armies of the
world,

The Ausirian cavalry has been underestimated by some
of its Germun crities, and it was, indeed, chiefly this eir-
cumstance that led to the long-distance ride, which proved
that the Austrians are at least a mateh for the Germans.
The Germans were, moreover, alone in their opinion, all
foreign crities having unhesitatingly recognized the super-
iority of that branch of the Austrian army. General
Kaulbars acknowledges the existence of many other ex-
cellent features, not the least of which is the esprit de
corps which prevails throughout the service. The eflicient
organization for mobilizing the forces of the monarchy is
the objeet of special mention on the part of the Russian
critic.

To make the army still more effective it is proposed to
introduce the two year term of service. The objectof the
change which the Austrian minister has practically resolved
upon is to increase the army rather than to relieve the
recruits. The nominal term of service in the Austrian
army at present is three years. One hundred and seven
thonsand recruits are now taken into the army annually,
but by various devices the peace strength is kept about
fifty thousand men below the standard of 321,000 thus in-
dicated. The plan now is to introduce 162,000 recruits
annually and to have them serve regularly with the colors.
The peace strength ther. willhe some 824,000, against about
270,000 at present. The war footing will be swelled from
1.800,000 to at least 2,500,000, This force, together with
the force to be placed at Emperor William’s disposal by
the German army bill, will raise the peace footing of the
triple alliance to 1,250,000 men, against the 1,350,000 men
in the standing armies of France and Russia. On a war
footing, moreover, the triple alliance eventually will be
able to oppose 8,500,000 soldiers to the same number at the
disposal of France and Russia.

It is hardly necessary to say that any such improvement
as is contemplated in Austria, would impose additional
burdens on the taxpayers. The military authorities in
order to gain their point, will elaim that the security of
the state requires sacrifices from every citizen. But what
benefit do the common people derive from this security?
On the contrary, snch securitfy only protracts their misery.
Defeat means relief. Defeat meant relief for the Russian
people after the Crimean war, it meant relief to the Aus-
trians, after the last Italian ecampaign, defeat of the pres-
ent miltary machine would again mean relief to the op-
pressed of Austria.

A BOHEMIAN VIRTUOSO: JOSEF SLAVIK,

July 14, 1892, a touching celebration was hLeld in the
retired little village of Jince (Yintseh), near Piibram.
Prince William of Hanava, the lord of Hofovice, had
ordered a memorial plate to be made in the stesl works
of Komdrov for the house at Jince, in which the famous

violinist Slavik was born, and the plate was solemuly un-
veiled on the day mentioned.

Here are a few notes of the life and work of this great
artist.

In his time Slavik was celebrated as the best violinist
next to the Italian Paganini and the Pole Lipinski. He
wits born at Jinee, in the former district of Beroun, on the
26th of March, 1806.  His father Anthony was a teacher
and a skilled musician—in Bohemia these two characters
were always found united in one person in those days.

Already in his fourth year of age the precocious son began
to be instructed in music by his father and later on, when
the family moved to Hofovice, his young talents devel-
oped in such a remarkable degree, that in his ninth year
he often played in quartets at Mr. Bill's, the secretary of
the count of Vrbno.

The unusual progress of the boy attracted the attention
of the count himself, the lord of Hofovice, Jince and Val-
dek, and in 1817 he sent him, at his own expense, to the
Pragne conservatory, where he passed the examination
for admission (he played the études of Kreutzer), with
such deecided success, that President Dennis Weber at
once admitted him to an advanced class, where, under the
direction of Professor Pixis, be soon surpassed all his
colleagues by his genius and indefatigable industry.

After graduation he gave concerts in his native village
and in Prague, whereupon in accordance with the wishes
of his father, he went to Vienna where he gave his first
concert in 1825, in the Hall of the Estates with brilliant
result. Everybody was charmed with his bold musie, and
the critics at once classed him among the first artists of
the time, especially praising his strong individuality.
Maysedr, a recognized master of violin playing and in his
time a much-sought-for composer for the violin, came to
Slavik’s house and requested him to play his concert
pieces once more for him; with a marked interest he
watched Slavik's peculiar way of striking the keys with
his fingers and the unusual connections and the succes-
sions of different positions. He was greatly surprised to
find such a teehnical skill in so youthful a player. In June
of the same year he played in Teplitz in the pres-
ence of the King, Queen und Crown Prince of Prussia,
who bonored him with an invitation and hearty praise.

The poet Vinaficky who had been present at the con-
cert, praises Slavik with fiery words in classiec hexametérs
which. for obvious reasons, wé do not attempt to trans-
late.

Then followed concerts at Carlsbad, in Prague and
again in Vienna. There the decisive moment of his life
arrived in 1828 when, for the first time, he listened to the
famous wizard of the violin, Nicolo Paganini. There for
the first time he met a friendly svul, an ideal he had been
longing for, and conscious of his art he sought the great
master of the concert and requested Paganini to listen to
his play. Paganini consented kindly, watehed his play
with a growing admiration and at the conclusion of the
play, these significant words slipped unwillingly from his
lips: “‘You are a demon, the world trembles while you
play!”  (Vous-etez un diable, le monde tremble guand
vous jouez!) Afterward he always showed a special favor
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to his young colleague, so that Slavik did not hesitate to
present to his old master his double concert in Fis-dur,
asking that they should play it together in public, where-
upon the Ifalian cautiously replied: *'I admire your art,
but play with you—no, do not ask that!"

In the same year Slavik went to Paris where he was
introduced to the Parisian noblesse in the salon of the
Austrian embassador, the count Apponyi, and later played
in a publie concert with the most brilliant success.

There participated with him in that concert the famous
singer, Mrs. Sonntag and John Peter Pixis, a celebrated
pianist, brother of Frederick, the professor of violin at the
Conservatory of Prague. Revue Musicale said of him
that, “the music of Slavik greatly resembled that of
’aganini, and hardly any one else would overcome so
many technieal diffiehlties.”

Soon after his success in Paris, he was called fo Vienna
by Count Harrach, the chamberlain of musie. to bécome a
member of the imperial ochestra. Thus having secured a
life of ease, the untiring artist pursued his studies with
feverish ardor. Oftentimes he played eight hours a day.
You can easily tell why: his soul was burning with the
desire to be the first among the first ones. In his mind
he compared himself to Paganini, he knew well his manner
of playing, and feeling that he possessed sufficient power in
his soul to surpass his great rival by a new mode of play-
ing and originality, he studied with all the fervor of his
energetic mind.  After an unceasing hard work of two
years, he appeared before the Viennese public with a new
programme of his own compositions, a eoncert in A-moll,
variations on the theme of the opera “‘I1 Pirata™ on the G
string, and an “Impromptu’ without aceompaniment.
The concert was one great victory, the enthusiasm of the
people knowing no bounds. Our master was twenty times
encored and many erities pra'isml him above Paganini. On
the 18th of April, 1833, he played in Vienna for the last
time. A contemporary writer says of him: “He did not
play—he was performing wonders with his violin.”

Slavik contemplated muking a concert tour throughout
the whole of Europe. Vienna was conquered; next he in-
tended to visit both royal cities, Pesth and the dear
golden Prague, and then go abroad. What a glorious
future opened before him! In his youth he had reached
that degree of skill and perfection, which others reach in
mature age after years of hard work. But eruel death
suddenly blasted all his hopes.

Slavik fell a victim to the epidemic influenza which
ravaged in Vienna at that time. Not having fully re-
covered yet, he undertook a journey to Pesth, where he
was attacked by typhus fever which caused his death on the
s0th of May 1833, His sudden and premature death
aroused universal regret and sympathy: for muech was ex-
pected from the artist, who in his twenty-seventh year had
achieved such perfeetion. e was buried in Leopold
cemetery at Pesth. A few days after his funeral, his two
countrymen, Dolezdlek and Cindulka, wmembers of the
ochestra of the Pesth theatre, gave a concert, from the
proceeds of which, a monument was built for Slavik's
grave.

As a composer Slavik has left the following works: A
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concert in Fis-moll for violin with orchestral accompani-
ment; a concert in I-moll; a potpourri with orchestral ac-
companiment; variations in K-dur and ¥-dur; andante in
D-dury an impromptn with piano accompaniment; cadences
for a concert in Fis-moll; a polonaise in D-dur.
onaise was written in the album of his friend, Mr. Libor,
of Hotovice. Slavik eomposed, besides, variations on the
G string, which were owned by his brother Rudolph, who
was the first violinist of the Moscow theatre.
ecomposed a double coneert in Fis-dur, a string quartet in
E-dur and a rondean in A-dur, all of which have been
lost. It would surely be worth the trouble fo collect, re-
vise and publish these compositions.

The administrator of Slavik’s property was Nicolaus,
Knight Rehofovsky, a Pesth advoeate, who, for a fair
price, bought of Slavik’s heirs his violin, a fine make of
the Italian master Giuseppe Guarneri. The violin
been purchased for Slavik in 1819, by Count of Vrbno,
from Profes<or Pixis for 280 guldens (about 120 dollars).
It would command. more than ten times that sum to-duy.

Slavik was an ardent patriot. Of our Bohemian artists,
who have achieved an international fame, Slavik was the
first pronounced and sincere patriot, and it is a remark-
able fact, that our violinists like Laub and Ondfitek are
noted as gennine Bohemian characters. The first hiogra-
pher of Slavik, Alois Sembera, speaks of him as a pro-
nounced Bobemian, who was proud to let it be known
even in little things. Thus, for example, he always took
care that in his concert unnouncements in Vienna and
Paris, his name should be correctly printed, and not mere-
ly with a prosaic dot above the i. Of our literature Kol-
lir’s “Slivy Deera” appealed most strongly to his senti-
ments. He always carried the book with him on his
journeys and sometimes would write some of its sentences
on the walls of ruined anecient castles in the environs of
Hotovice. Thus, they say, one may read even now the
sentence, ““What a hundred ages of error have intended,

time will destroy,” written by him on the walls of Totnik
and Valdek.

The eriticisms of Slavik’s art by his contemporaries are
worthy of notice. There is an interesting passage from u
letter of Professor Bohm, afterward director of the Pra-
gue obseryatory, who wrote to his parents after the Vien-
na concerts of Slavik: “In mechanical skill no one, not
even Paganini, is Slavik’s equal; but in adagio Paganini
excels him, for Slavik is harassed by his youthful and
stormy vividness,’, Sembera writes: *“There arose three
classes of crities of Slavik’s art. First those (his most
ardent admirers), who extolled him above Paganini him-
self; others who considered them as equals; and still others,
most moderate and judicious, whio wished him well and
encouraged him not only to equal, but to surpass the

hitherto unrivaled Italian.”
[Translated Trom the Bohemian by Josef J. Kril.]

The pol-

He also

had

THE GERMANS HONORED HUS AS A SAINT,

It has been a common opinion, heretofore, that only the
Bohemians and Moravians honored their noble countryman,
Mr. John of Husinee, the fearless champion of truth, as a
saint, that the Germans considered him an heretic and
hated him from the depth of their souls because in 1409 he

——
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had opposed the German professors of Pragne and so (as
they alleged) bhad proved himself to be an enemy of the
Crermans, for which, (as well as for his heresy,) he was de-
gervedly punished at Constance. With but few exceptions
the Germans of the XV. century undoubtedly saw the
cursed and detested heretic in that light and rejoiced that
ab the hands of German executioners he suffered the ig-
nominious death at the stake, but in the XVI. century
when the light was dawning upon Germany and Dr. Martin
Luther followed the footsteps of Hus, the Germans began to
look upon the Bohemian martyr from a different standpoing
and having obtained from his admirers in Bohemia trust-
worthy information as to his nobleness and piety, his
spotless life, his love for the nation and his true teachings,
they learned to love him and enthusiastieally proclaimed
him—a saint. We have contemporaneous evidence at
band. Shortly after the death of Luther, in 1559, a renown-
ed scholar of his time, Kaspar Goldtwurm, the Protestant
preacher of Weilburg (Nassau) and author of an historical
almanac, sermons and an allegory of the first book of Moses,
published an ' Ecclesiastical Calendar’ of 347 pages in which
he narrated the lives of saints and other noted men whose
memory was celebrated and illustrated the text with
pletures. In this evangelical ealendar, which, to our
knowledge, was yearly published, unchanged at Frankfort
on-the-Main from 1560 to 1612 and enjoyed great popularity,
we [ind under the date of January third, the name of the
“Saint John Hus,” whom Kaspar Goldtwurm himself, as
he says, introduced into the ealendarin the place of the pope
John VILI (pope from 872 to 882), where he says of Hus:
“Heretofore this day has been celebrated as the day of John
VIII. I havereplaced him with St. John Hussen, who in the
time of Emperor Sigmund, preached incessantly like John
the Baptist exposing the priests and the lewdness of the pope
and his associates, and for this reason was sentenced to death
by an unjust decree of the council of Constance and burnt at
the stake: he died peacefully while professing Jesus Christ
and praying to him. But his innocent death did not re-
main unavenged, for it brought discord and bloodslied upon
the enemies of the gospel. He was burnt A, D. 1416, on
the thirtieth day of May.”” (By mistake he gives the day
anil year of the death of Hieronymus of Prague. Tus
was burnt in 1415, July 6.) Beside Hus, Goldtwurm entered
in his calendar also  Hieronymus of Prague, for September
d0th, and the patron saints of Dohemia, St. Ven-
ceslas, September 28, and St.  Adalbert (Vojtéch),
Aug. 30th, with short biographieal sketelies. This
is what he says of Hieronymus of Prague: “‘Hierony-
mus of 'rague, an eminent theologian and a disciple of the
saint John Hus, was also burnt in the year 1416 on the
thirtieth day of May, after a long term of imprisonment,
in consequence of his professions of Christianity which he
madle voluntarily and willingly in lighting the pope and the
devil’s kingdom. The very enemies of Ilieronymus, ay,
the enemies of Christ themselves greally admired his keen
reasoning, his eloquence, his Christian bravery and persis-
tence, ns among others, Poggiug of Florence testifies in his
epistle.””

~ In Boliemia the year 1620 put an end to the public cele-
bration of the holidays of John Hus and Hieronymus of
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Prague, and in 1621 the name of Hus, which up fo that
time bad annually appeared in the almanaes in red print,
was expunged from the calendar. How long the German
evangelical ealendars retained the name of Hus, how long
after 1612 the publication of Goldtwurm’s ealendar was
continued, and at what time the name of Enoch was sub-
stituted for that of Hus, under the date of January third,

we have been unable to ascertain.
*Translated from the “Lumir'", by Jos. J, Kril.

FIRST BOHEMIAN LECTURE IN THE PRAGUE UNIVERSITY,

March 18th, one hundred years ago, T. M. Pelel deliv-
ered his first lecture on the Bohemian language in the
renowned Carlo-Ferdinandian University of Prague. This

chair was founded on January 5, 1798, by an imperial
decree.

Pelel delivered the lecture in German. The joy, how-
ever, was great in Pragne. The patriots of those days
considered the re-introduction of Bohemian in this iosti-
tution of learning as a great achievement.

With a pardonable pride the new professor pointed to
the fact that Bohemian Slavonian was spoken by 6,000,000
soulsin Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, Hungary and elsewhere.
Moreover; a person conversant with that tongue can talk
intelligibly with Croatians, Slovenes and Poles. “"Noble-
men especially,’” said he, “‘should receive instruction in
Bohemian, because through its medium, they can easier
master other languages.” Emperor Joseph II. spoke
Bohemian, but unfortunately, his instructor was the eyil
Pohl, whose linguistic monstrosities caused the august
learner to detest the language. In this connection Pelel
related the following aneedote: Some Bohemian peasants
appealed once to Joseph for relief in a cerfain matter.
“Go for the lords,” (Jdéte na pény!) answered Joseph in
his bad Bohemian. The good peasants interpreted the
sentence literally, and, in accordance with the monarch’s
behest—"“went for the lords.” Asa result, an uprising
took place in the neighborhood of the petitioners and
many castles were sacked.

“This,” econtinues the lecturer, ‘‘shows the necessity of
a thorough knowledge of Bohemian by monarehs.”

It is also related of Pohl that he onee instructed a cer-
tain Viennese nobleman in the use of Bohemian and when
that beguiled pupil visited Prague, nobody understood him.

In order to demonstrate the advantage of knowing
the Bohiemian among the military, Prof. Pelel cited the
ineident which follows: Ouce Joseph, while yet a crown
prinee, rode past a soldier’s drilling ground. [Ile chanced
to see a corporal abusing a recruit in a terrible manner,
Inguiring for the canse of such treatment, .Joseph was
told that one did not nnderstand the other, as the corporal
was a German and the recrnit Bohemian  Thereupon a
Bohemian ecorporal was called, and the private, knowing
what is wanted, went readily through the exercise. Jos-
eph told of the incident to his mother, Maria Theresa,
and the empress soon after caused Bohemian instruction
to be given in the military school at Neuestadt, near
Vienna, and afterwards in the eapital itself,

The knowledge of Bohemian, proceeds Pelel, facilitates
the study of musie, because that language is rythmic and
adapted to musi¢c. Hence it is seen that Bohemian dis

CRAVIAT A e N S LA TI VNS RS -
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tricts produce more musicians than the German. To
prove it, he adduces the Bohemian musicians of the day,
as KoZeluh, Dudek, Madek, LoZek, Mattjéek, Myslivecek,
ete.

In -richness of declensions the Bohemian resembles
Greek and Latin, and had Voltaire known the Slavonic
languages, he surely would have no reason to complain, as
he. did of the other Europeun languages, that they are
surcharged with auxilliary verbs. The clergy, too, he says,
should study the tongue, and he recalls to the students
some of the glorious periods of our history, as under
Rudolph II., when our mother tongue resounded at the
very throne. The lecturer finally expressed the hope that
the language may prosper and spread amongst generations
to come!

How everything has changed since Pelcl’s time - in one
hundred years!

The modest lecturer would have thought it a phantasy
had one of his students told him, at the conclusion of his
talk, that one hundred years hence as many will speak and
treasure that degraded language beyond the ocean, as there
were lovers of it at home in 1793!

- The greatest living Bohemian violinist, Charles On-
d¥f¢ek, who has very few equals in Europe and probably
no superior, will shortly visit the Chieago World’s Fair,
The little wizard will be accompanied by Arthur Krisa,
Mme. Matura and Miss Urban, all artists of eminence.
Ondiféek has played within the last few years, in every
capital on the European continent, and it is but fitting
that he should also visit the United States in emulation
of such artists as Paderewski, ete.

Miscellancous.

The estate of the late Archbishop Firstenberg of Olomoue, Moruvia,
shows & defielt of 2,000,000 fHorins. What becawe of the money 18 4
mystery, that will probably never be explajined publicly.

L

The Bobhemiun Gymnastie Association *Sokaol,” which has branches
in almost every Bohemian colony in the United. States, shows an ag-
grogiate of 2488 members, an inerease of 351 new members during the
last year.

|

Lars P. Nelson of Chieago has just finished the laborions task of
compliling a set of statistical tables, showing the voting strength of the
various nationnlities in that city, According to Mr. Nelson the yote
is: The Conadian 6,683, German 45005, Irish 25578, English 7,844
Reoteh 2,605, Swedish 10,888, Norwegiun 4,432, Danish 3,033, French 43,
Boheminn 5,721, Poligh 4,465, Austrian 3,250, Hussian 2,003, Italian 1,082,
Hollandish 1.0600, others 1,93, The total foreign vote is 259,047,

Dy, Palitschek, Austrian commissioner to the Chicago World's fair
recelved a list of artists whose works will be exhibited. Among the
painters we find the following Bohemians: William® Bedndfik, Viclav
Hrofik, Joseph Hynais, Viclav Hradeeky, Bened Kniipfer, John Staigr,
Ernest Novik, Rudolph Rybdk, Henry Tomee, The well-known sculp-
tor, Joseph Mysibek, will exhibit his bust of Count Thun-Hohenstein,
Anton Kfenek bronze relief of Richurd Wagner and Lewis Michilek
a pen pleture of Francis Joseph and Joseph Hayden,

L Y

Advices recelved from the provinee of Astrachan in sputhwestern
Russia, adjolnmng the Cuspian Seq, are to the effect thut a strange epi-
demie of a character us yet not recognized, is killing thousands of the
people in the trans-Caspian region. Tt was partly by this route, that
cholers entered Russia last year, The news has ereated great conster-
nation on the European shores of the Cuspian Sea, and there the ques-

tion is being considered as to whether later and fuller nformmtion
may not show the disease tobe & form of cholera more deadly than
usugl in its effects.

What appeared at the outset to be an undertaking fraught with un
almost unlimited number of insurmountable difficulties is now rapidly
developing into one of the most magnificent facts of the present cen-
tury, and the world's first Parliament of Religions, to be convened In
Chleago, September 11 next, bids fuir to be such a gathering as the world
In all it history has never before known, All rveligions and all na-
tlonalities will be represented in this religious Parliament. The Bohe
mign Church will be represented by two delegates—Rev, L. P, Kadpar
of Prague, and Rev. Ferdinand Cisaf of Moravia,

- . -

The domestic relutions between Emperor Francis Joseph and the
Empress Elizabeth ave far from pleasant. Lately the emperor went
1o Bwitzerland to persunde hig sponse to return to Vienna with Llm,
but his mission was unsuccessful. She refused to accompuny him.
Shie will continue her restless travellng up and down Europe, probably
for the vest of herlife, and it is doubtful whether she will ever again
set foot in Vienna except to pay anoccasionnl hurried visit to the vaunlt
wherein rests the remains of her suleide son. The empress suffers
terribly from insomnia. During her stay in Switzerland she walked nt
least thirty miles every day in the hope of tiring herself into sleep, but
in vain, She obtains upon an average only three hours of broken
sleep nightly, and it is feared that she will become utterly worn ont.
Fortunately, she hag resolutely resisted temptation to use opintes,
and if she continues firm in this wise and courngeous course physicinns
are not without hope that in a few months she will be restored to
health,

e

On the birthdays of the royal Wuleés and during Lent the Princess of
Wiales usually wears hersacred Dagmar eross,which ages ago, belonged
to Princess Margaret, daughter of King Ottacar of Bohemin, who was
murried to the Danish King Waldemar ILThe memory of this princess
I8 eherished by the Danes with the deepest affection, and she I8 knowuo
by the name of Queen Dagmar—the lovely maiden of the day. This
sacred cross which the Princess of Wales now wears was many yeirs
ago found in the tomb of Queen Dagmar, when it was opened by order
of the King of Denmark. The cross was discovered suspended round
the skeleton neck of the onee beautiful Danish gueen. It Is one of the
earliest known specimens of the art, and it was so highly prized by the
King of Denmark that he considered he could offer nothing more ap-
propriate to the Prineess of Wales on her marriage than this sacrod
crogs. It is worn gsuspended from a magnificent necklace of pearls and
dinmonds which were given to her royal highness by her father,

-
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Curdinal Vanutelli, & strong opponent of the Greek Church, hag pub-
lished what 18 called * The Truth About Russin,” in which somo re-
markable statements are made about that country. He beglns by as.
serting that in this nineteenth century Huossia is the grostest, the
strongest, and the most solld power In the world; that the largest por-
tion of the people are profoundly attached to the government, which
represents 1o them their nationality in all its strength and glory; that
until now the people have not beén touched by the revolutionary prin-
ciples which are wrecking by degrees ail the kingdoms of Europe, and
that in consequence the future of Russia will be more important than
that of any other country. He considers that she bas a4 great mission
before her; first, the destruction of the Ottoman Empirve in Europe,
and with it Mahometanism; secondly, the crushing of the revolu-
tlonary spirit which is invading all other European eountries; and
thirdly, the arresting of the extension of Jewish influeénce, which is
making ever-incrensing progress elsewhere. But that which makes
the body and gtrength of the Russian government is its national reli-
gion,

L. Slesinger of Denver, Colo., oue of the very few survivors of the
Austrian revolution of 1848, in this country, is dead. Slesinger wos
born October 24, 1806, in Usti, Bohemla, and since his youth took a
prominent part in the national movement of his country. At the
memorable meeting held in 1848 in 8t. Viclav's Bath, Prague, Slesinger
was upu'nimed oneof a committee to present a petition to the en-
peror; and when the revolution broke out in Prague he fought upon
the barricades. Revolution suppressed, Slesinger was arrested and
with many other Bohemian patriois of that day kept in prison. While
yet in prison he was elected a deputy to the Boheminn Diet. But the
espionage of the Austrinn police becoming more and more intolerabie
to him, he went to Servia with the intention of locating there. But
the backward condition of that eountry did not suit him and In 1850
Slesinger emigrated to the United States, settling in Nebrugka, He was
one of the first pioneers of that state, From Nebraska he drifted to
Colorrdo and sinee 1876 he resided permanently in Denver, enjoying
1he esteem of everybady who knew him.
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I'he pleasant relations between Moutenegro and Russiic have fora
long time worried German and Austrian journalisis. Recently the
erown prince of Montenegro wenf on u visit to St Petersburg, and
different theories gre current with regard to that trip. Aecording to
one of them marriage must be the object of his Journey, but it is not
likely that any princess conneeted with the Russian imperial family
wonld be tempted to make Cettinje her home.  Another supposition is
thitt Prinee Danilo Is woting as mediantor between his father and the
ezar, who have latterly been on cool terms, This version may event-
unlly prove to be correct, To Judge by the cear's attitude in the case
of Prinee Alexander of Battenberg there would not seem to bo much
chanee of his fuvor heing restored to Prince Nlcholas, although in the
latter instance the estrangement is by no means 8o nbsolute. The
Prinee of Montenegro cun hardly afford to dispense with foreign pat-
ronage, whether it be that of Russia or Austrine 1, therefore, the
present Montenegrin ruler has irrevoeably forfeited the favor of the
czar i would scem almost Inevitable that he should abdicate, There
would, however, be little uge in higdoing 80 unless his suceessor were
gure iy adyance of the exar's good will, it being altogether inconsistent
with the policy of the Ausiriunfemperor and his government to extend
their protection to the goverelgn of the Black Mountain. A Russiun
marrlige wounld be ealenlated to ingratiate the crown prinee with the
Eniperor Alexander, éven if his epouse wasnota princess of the im-
pertil house, For some time past there bave been unmistakable symp-
toms of fmpending political changes in  Montenegro, #nd the visit of
Prince Danilo 1o St. Petershurg may be looked upon asan indication
that they are near at hand.

Literature.

“Papular Bohemian Poerry and Musie isa meritorions article pub-
Yished in the Chiengo Mopsie, and written byJ. J. Kril of that city, We
ghall reserve our opinion of the article for the next issue of Thue Bo-
wEMIAN Voioe,

gorrespondence, :

To the Editor of the Bomesias Voior: I read inthe newspapers that
the Bohemian Nattonal Committee has resolved to publigh a bistory
of our nation in the Bnglish language. 1 would beg to call your atten-
tion to & Bohemian work recently published in Prague, by J. R Vili-
mele, entitled YObrdzkové Dijiny Ceského Niroda' (Pictorlal History
of the Bohemian Peoplel. 1n my opinion, this bistory, If translated
lnta English, would answer the purpose hetter than sny other which
hius been sugeested so far,

1 know & good many young wen who would like to resd our history.
but are unable to do =0 because of their lmperfect knowledge of the
Bolieminn loguage, We should also Introduce the ténching of our
history Into the Bobendan-Awerlean schools, and even onr numerons
soeinl clubs could nrravge for historie lectures with profit to their
memibers,  The Plzefisky Bokol of this place already passed a resolutlon
to this effect and it s to be boped that other gymunstic socleties
throughout the country will follow the example and arrange for a
sories of lectures on the history of our futherland.

Wishing you much success, 1 romain yours truly,
Josern L. VOBORERY,

PLetter o

Long Tsland, N. Y. @) The Austrian dominions, exelusive of Bosnin
and Hercegoying, which have been under the administrmtion of Aus-
trin gince 1878, but baye not as yetheen formally incorporated with i,
have an aren of 240,049 English square miles, with o population ar the
eensus of December 31, 1800, of 41,241,942, (@ The state of Texus has
297,000 square miles,

J. F. Louda. The largest estates in Austrin proper are: Prince
Schwarzenberg 510,000 meres: Prince Liphtenstein 460,000; Archduke
Albert 306,000, There are in Bohemia 63 nobles holding estates, none of
which is less than 22,000 neres. In 1888 the noblés held in Bohemin 4,
00,000 neves of land, of which 2,800,000 was under Torest, and in Mora-
win 2,100,000 acres, 1,200,000 acres under forest. The peasants held in-
Bobemin 6,470,000 neres, or 43 per cent, the total arca of the country
belng 12,500,000 acres. In Moravia, out of a total avea of 5,500,000
ancres, the peasants held 2,720,000 acres, or 4 percent, It is said that
the Bolemian nobles resident at Vienna in 1832 possessed lands valued
AL H225,00 0,000,

“Bohemian,” Texas. (U There are 19,252 Lutin. priests in Austria.
(2} We have no figures us to their holdings in Bohemia. In the whole
of Austria the forests and other properties belonging to the Catholie
Church are valued at #5,000,000. % The archbishoprie of Dr. Theodor
Kobn In Olomouo is the richest in the cmpire. His yearly income is
150,000, =
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I, LoV, Chicago. A monthly letter from your metropolis would be
ncceptable,

K. Wiesenberger., On another page of this paper you will find the
number of Bohemians, Austrians, Hungarians, ete,, necording to the
census of 1500, The News aod Horald is correct in saying that prior to 1881
the Bohemigns were not classified separately. Immigration from
Bohemls wis considerable sinee 1870, yet we have no exact tigures as to
its yeurly volume owing, principally, to the aversion of the German
Steamship Companies to book them as “Bohemians' und not as*Aus-
trinns.” Since then the number of immigrants from Bohemia was:
1482, 6,002 1883, 5402 1884, 8,290 1885, 6,852; 1886, £,814; 1887, L370; 1888,
4,127 1880, 3,085; 1800, 4,505, The number of “Austrinns” in 1876 was
5,048 1877, 5,0231 1878, 4,604; 1879, 5,881, 1880, 12,0045 1881, 21,100,

Jos. Madar, The name of “Bohemlans" given to gypsies by the
French may be owing to the elrcumstance of some of them having
come to France from Bohemia, for they are mentioned as having ap-
peared in various parts of Germany previous to their entering France;
others derive the word from “Boem,” an old French word signifying a
sorcorer. The Germans gave them the name of “Zigeuner," or wan-
derers; the Dutch called them “Heiden™ or heathens; the Danes and
Swedes *Tartars:” in Italy they are called “Zingarrl;” in Turkey and
the Levant, “Tchingenes;"” in Spain they are called “Gitanos” or
“Zineall;" in Hungary and Transylvania, where they are very numer-
ous, they ave salled “Czigany:” but they eall themselves gither *Rom-
many" or “Zineall."

J. F. Lukes. (1) Suafaf k believes that the Slavs or “Wends™ (as they
were called by their Teutonie neighbors) were settled at @ very early
period on the Bouthern coast of the Baltie. The word “Wend" he con-
nects with the Slavonie “voda," water; thus It would signify the people
dwelling about the water. He appears to include under the Slavs all
people bearing the nane *Wends," notably the Venetl on the Adriatic.
They weérespread over a groat part of northern Germany, extending as
far us Utrecht, Thus Slavonie was certalnly spoken in Pomerania,
Moecklenburg, Brandenburg, Saxony, west Bohemin, Lower Austria,
the greater part of Upper Austrla, north Styrin and north Carinthlg
# large part of what is now Hungary, and in the localitles oecupied by
Kiel, Lubeck, Magdeburg, Halle, Licpzig, Baireuth, Linz, Salzburg,
Gratz and Vienna, The first historian who relates anything about the
Slavs is probably Herodotus, whose aeeount of the north of Earope s
very vague. (2 Boheminns or Chekhs came into their present father-
land some time in 409 (correct date uncertain), after the Murcomanni
who had dispossessed the Boii, a Celtie tribe, The derivation of the
pame Chekh has never been satisfactorily traced  Dobroveky sought
to connect it with the word “&etl,” signifying to begin, amd thus makes
the name Imply the original Inhabitants. Safafik, however, does nou
endorse this etymology: nnd whatever iU may signify, it ocours, as
Saraf k has shown, in other Slavonie countries. 31 Tradition has it,
that our orlgingl ancestors eame to Bohemia from Croatin and on their
march they hid to eross three rivers. (4) Russians area branch and
nota tree of the Slavoniuns, The Russinns were formerly divided into
many tribes themselves whose chlef seats were near the sources of tne
rivers Volkov, Bug, Dnfester, Dnleper amgd Don. In the beginning of
the fourteenih contury Bastorn Russin was divided into the principal-
ities of Sousdal, Nizhni-Novgorod, Tver, Rinzan and Moscow, and long
and bloody contests took place between them. At Iast, under the guid-
anceof Ivan Knllta (152813400, the founder of the system of contralization
whicli prevalled down to the time of Peter the Great, Moscow hecamo
the chief grand duchy. () Like Bohemia, Moravin was anciently
oeeupied by non-Slavonie rnees, the Quadi, ete. Finally it was invaded
by # colony of Slavonians, who, ou their settlement in the country
took the name of Moravigns, from the river Morava, In 1’20 Moravia
wag incorporated with Bohemin, after having for a time been a prey
1o the ineursive attacks of its Slayvonicand Tentonic neighbors.  Mora-
via remained a fief of Bohemia till 1520, when It was aunexed, with ull
other Bohemian lands, to Austria. In 1840 it was formally separuted
from Bohemia, and declared a distinet provinoee. (h Silesia formed part
of Moravia and afterwards of Bohemin, and was settled by Slavonians
about the same time as these two countries,

VINCENT DLOUHY,

Manutacturer of

SASH, DOORS, BLINDS and MOULDINGS

6907, 690 and 701 Laflin St,, Chicago,
Branch Office: Paulina, bet 47th and 48th 5,

JOS., KRAL,

Wholesale and Retail Dealerin

Hardware, Cutlery and Sporting Goods

423 West 18th Street,
CHICAGO,

>
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_ CHICACO ADVERTISEMENTS.
THE PILSEN LUMBER CO.
WHOLESALE LUMBER.

Office and Docks, Cor, Laflin and 224 St.

Write for Estimates, CHICAGO

F. KORBEL & BROS.
WINE GROWERS

Of Sonoma County, Cal.

Eastern Depot: 40 La Salle Street, Chicago, Hlinois.
Only Pure Wines of our own Vintage offered.

ESTAPLIBHED 1888,

Ii“ your foot is hard to fit, or if you don’t get satis
factory wear out of shoes you now wear; then
send us an imprint of your foot with size and

style you want, together with the amount you want to

pay and we will send you the best shoe yon can get
for the money in the country. A TRIAL SOLIDITED
DONAT & KARA,
FIXNTE SEORE RETAILRERS,
760 Halsted Street, CHICAGO,

KrRESL & MALLUE,

Manufacturers of

CIGAR MOLDS, PRESSES,

And all Cigar Maker's Supplies.

379 Fulton Street, CHICAGO, TLL,

JOHN PECHHR,

Notary Pablic.

Insurance and Passage Agent,

328 West 18th Btreet,
CHICAGO, = ILLS.

TAUSSIG & WEDELES,

The Only Bohemian Importers and
Packers of -

LEAF - TOBACCO

Mo, 238 and 240 Randolph St
CHICACGO, - ILLS.

Bohemian Importing Co.
117-119 Adams Street, CHICAGO.
—Wholesale Importers of—

BOHEMIAN AND RUSSIAN DRY AND FANCY
GoODS ENGLISH BEAVER SHAWLS
AND SMOKERS' ARTICLES.

V. W. HELDT, JLANGER. B. F. PORGES.
European Office: Roudnic, Bohemia,

MAX KIRCHMAN,
MANUFACTURER of FINE CONFECTIONERY,

Marcipan Toys, Pure Ginger Bread,
and Carlsbad Wafers,

774 and 776 W. 12th 8t., Boulevard,
Send for Price List.

CHicAGo

Elegant New Custom Tailor Parlors
were opened by
JTOS. KULICER,
At 582 W, 18th St. CHICACO.
Special Attention Given to Uniforms. Clothing

Cleaned, Dyed and Repaired Prompily
at Moderate Prices.

Borenian Brewme (o,
OF CHICAGO.

The Largest Bohemian Brewery in America,
BREWERS OF THE HEALTHIEST
BEERS IN THE MARKET.
+* BRANDS *+
“GENUINE BOHEMIAN LAGER,"’
“PRAGUER,” ‘‘GRANAT"
Addross all erdars to AND “PILSEN."

BOHEMIAN BREWING CO.,
684 to 706 Blue Island Ave., - CHICAGO, TLL.

M. SIKYTA,
Dealer in
Imported and Domestic Wines and Liguors
582 Center Ave. CHICAGO.

Established 1873,

JOHN SIAMIAN,

X ART GLASS
Cut, Ground and Beveled Glass.

11 and 13 8. Canal St.
Designs Sent on ;\pplu:'uwn

Established 1885,

J. WALES,
GALVANIZED IRON CORNICES

Zinc Ornaments a Speciality.
Tin and Slate Roofing.
518 Blue Island Ave, CHICAGO,

Established 186,

FRANK KASPAR,

Proprietor of the

NEW GROCERY HOUSE,

537 Blue Island Ave, 643 Loomis St.
CHICAGO,

JOSEFPIET TRIINER,

Wholesale Dealer in

MICHIGAN AND CALIFORNIA WINES,

Fine Brandies and Kentucky Whiskies,
American Elixir of Bitter Wine, Specially
recommended by prominent physicians.

395 to 401 W, 18th St. CHICAGO,

JOSEPH HOIS,
Practical Plumber and Gas Fitter

SEWER BUILDER.
609 W, R1sl st CHICAGO,
Tel, Cannl, 87,

WESTERN TOW EB CLOCK MFR.
J. BARBORKA, Prop.

Also the Largest Line of Watches, Clocks,
Jewelry, Silverware and Musical
Instruments in the City.
Manufactures Tower Clocks of Every Description,

IOWA CITY, IOWA.

MRS. F. A. DOERING,

THE LEADING MILLINER,
378 Ontario St. CLEVELAND, 0.
Mail Orders Given Prompt Attention.

CHICAGO,

WESTERN BUTTON MANUFACTURING CO.
OMAHA, NEB.
FRANK J. KASPAR, Pres.

All Sorts of Buttons Manufuctured,
Pearl Buttons a Specialiy.

HENRI PRESSPRIC,
Annrnex and Counsellor at Law.

assan St., New York Cily.

A Practical Bo-

Bnl] a“ Made Eas, h:m:an Course

h speaking people. Charles Jonas,

late U, ‘1 { onsul at Prague, 'mlhm ol' the first diction-

ary of the Bohemian nnfi English Languages. Pub-

lished by the “Slavie', Racine, Wis. Price $1. “1:) 4

A DICTIONARY OF THE LISH thir

Edition, u.RutI\ a (.:ﬂt&!?uﬁu ni!?nesmm?umgz harles

Jonas. Published by the * “'||1\||: Racine, Wisconsin,
1891, Price $1.50.

b W AT AL
FINE HAVANA CIGARS
AND CIGAR CLIPFINGS.

Nos. 241 and &43 South 2nd Street,
CEDAR RAPIC, IOWA,
LOUIS VITAK,

CANTON, - i
SoLe AcenT Is U. 8. Fog

V. F. CERVENY & SONS,

Musical Instruments.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE,

OHIO.

If you want to Save Money,
buy all your

S Jewelry and Watches,
ST » From reliable house of
W. J WISA X SON,
381 W. 18th St., Chicago, Ills,

Write for Catalogue.
JOSEFPH IXA VAN,
REAL ESTATE,

1530 Bouth 13th Street, OMAHA, NEB.

Sole Agent for sale of Lots in several of the best
Additions to the City and South Omaha,
I‘m;wllly in all parts of the City
For Sale or Trade,

J. W. ZERZAN,

Manufacturer of

FLAGS,
BANNERS,
BADGES,
U.S. Nat'l Bk Bldg,

OMAMHA, NEB.

Pokrok Zapadu Printing Co.,
Printing in Bifferent Languages.
1211 S, 13th St, O@maba, Meb.

FRANK VODICKA,
FASHIONABLE MERCHANT-TAILOR
312 South 12th Street,

United States National Bank Bldg., Omaha, Neb.

NEW PRAGUE MFG CO.,

Manufacturers of

Breuer's Pat. Iron Windowsill,

ARCHITECTURAL [RONS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.
Exclusive Manufacturers of the Patent Eureka Hand
Cylinder Press,

Generat FOUNDRY AnD Mackine WoRks, ETc.
NEW PRAGUE N

\

Sy . L
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