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Kasey (Sasha Staley) travels to reach
her family in a world with no air

UNO Students Premiere First Feature Film

If you were a SCUBA diver who surfaced to a world without breathable air, how far would you go to get back to your family before
your oxygen tank ran out?

In their first feature-length film, “AIR,” former University of Nebraska at Omaha student Nick Royer and current UNO student
Emily Royer tell the story of Kasey (Sasha Staley) and her journey to return to her family and son after an unexplained event
eliminates the world’s breathable air.

The film premiered at Aksarben Cinema in Omaha in June 2014.

“AIR” also stars UNO Department of Theatre alumnus Bill Grennan as Kasey’s husband, Marcus, and UNO Theatre professor D.
Scott Glasser as a fellow survivor named Lawrence. Additionally, many of the film’s 40-plus crew members are UNO students or
former students.

Nick and Emily Royer are the founders and owners of Royer Media Group, which was founded in 2007. They acquired the rights
to produce “AIR” from Canadian screenwriter Steve Fauquier, and were able to secure a large portion of their production funding
through UNO'’s Fund for Undergraduate Scholarly Experiences (FUSE).

“We began planning the film in fall 2012, and things really got going once we received our FUSE grants,” Nick explains. “We
pulled together over forty volunteers and shot over 17 days the following summer."

They received particular support from Glasser, who served as a production advisor on the film, as well as playing the role of
Lawrence. State Senator Colby Coash, from Lincoln, also helped find filming sites for the Royers and makes a cameo
appearance in the film.

“We shot all over Eastern Nebraska and a bit in Council Bluffs,” Nick says. “This film really highlights the incredible talent in the
Midwest, as well as diverse locations you wouldn't expect to find in Nebraska.”

The film and information about it are now available at airthefilm.com.

For questions, please contact Nick Royer at nick@royermedia.com.

Contact: University Communications Phone: 402.554.2129 Email: unonews@unomaha.edu
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GRADUATE RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY (GRACA)

GRACA grants support faculty-mentored graduate student research and creative activity. Grants of up to $5,000 per
student are available to UNO graduate students who will be enrolled through fall semester 2015.

Project Title

Incentivizing Energy Efficiency in Rental Properties

A comparison of baseline lower extremity muscle function
differences in patients with PAD and healthy controls

Phylogenetic Diversity assessment: A comparison between two
grassland prairies using asterids and next-generation sequencing

Diffusion of shame: Experiences of sex offender family support
networks

A Computational Framework to Identify Therapeutic MicroRNAs -
A contemporary approach in treating pancreatic cancer

Feeding the Poor: The Portrayal of Destitute Children in NGO
Fundraising Campaigns in India

Effects of oxytocin on the bio-behavioral stress response in
marmosets

Disentangling the Myth of the Fragile Foundation: The Dynamic
Impacts of Public Infrastructure Financing and Fiscal Institutions
on State Infrastructure Quality

Characterization of Innate Immune Response in the Neonatal Rat
Tongue Following Peripheral Nerve Injury

High Performance IT Project Teams: A Comparative Study for
Traditional and Agile Methodologies

STEM Graduates' Perceptions of their Work Experiences
Cracking the Code of Civic Engagement

Automated Sensor Deployment Scheduling for Realistic Indoor
Three-dimensional Wireless Sensor Networks

Latent Dirichlet Allocation for Correlating Retinal Images of
Age-Related Macular Degeneration

The Evolution of Curiosity from the Eighteenth to the Nineteenth
Century

"Information Seeking": How Information Search Strategies
Influence Problem Solving

Solving Puzzles and Problems

Human skeletal muscle mRNA response to exercise in a hot
environment

Improving Elderly Gait Using a Structured Auditory Stimulus
Adult Novel Word Lexicalization

A Theory of Ethical Concerns and Considerations in
Crowdsourcing

Wage Theft in Nebraska
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Project Title

Developing the northern leopard frog, Rana pipiens, as an
environmental sentinel species to detect endocrine
disrupting activity in Midwestern agricultural watersheds

Physiological and mechanical differences of an
electrically assisted bicycle between sedentary and active
individuals

Analysis of spatial resolution effects for studying invasive
saltcedar across multi-resolution satellite imagery

Weird Science: Investigating the Shift in Science
Engagement in the Early 1900s

Changes in Taste Nerve Functioning Following Neonatal
Chorda Tympani Transection (Effects of Sodium
Deprivation on Glossopharyngeal Nerve Response
Following Nerve Injury)

Workflow analysis of the Juvenile Diversion Case
Management System (JDCMS) in Nebraska

Exploring the Presence of the Catechol-o-
methyltransferase (COMT) Polymorphism in Marmosets
and Its Potential Influence on Prosocial Behavior

UNO Theatre Festival Production of Heather Raffo's "9
Parts of Desire"

Breastfeeding and Social Networks: The Effect of
Networks on Breastfeeding Rates

Form of Government and Fiscal Health: The Role of
Citizen Participation Pressure

Effects of Social Deprivation on Neuroendocrine and
Social-Cognitive Systems in Dogs

COP Variability as a Biomarker for Balance During Gait

A Study of the Performance Between Chief Information
Officers Working In Traditional Public Sector and
Traditional Private Sector Organizations

Effects of Aging on the Magnitude and Regularity of
Plantar Pressure Distributions

The effect of split belt walking and virtual reality on the gait

symmetry in stroke survivors

Microglia Levels in Response to Chorda Tympani Nerve
Transection in Developing Rats

Using Crowdlearning for Leadership Development in
Rural Communities

Human Gene Response to Exercise in a Cold
Environment

Genetic Analysis of Parkinsonism/Dementia and Multiple
Sclerosis

The Picture Tells the Story: Photographic Depictions of
Female Offenders in Front-Page Newspaper Stories

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$4,948

$5,000

$5,000

$4,720

$5,000

$4,995

$5,000

$3,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000
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Project Title

Understanding the coping strategies among the parents and
siblings of aggressive and mentally ill family members

Investigation of Molecular Target of Early Lead Anti-A-
Toxoplasma Compound, KG-A-8

Sex Steroids, Neuropeptides, and Parental Behavior in
Mongolian Gerbils

Religion, Environment, and Economics: a 40 Study

Identifying Important Vertices in Large Real World Networks

Phonological profiles of 2-year-olds with expressive-only and
expressive and receptive language delay

In Search of Nebraska's Orphan Trains

Efficient Simultaneous Motion and Task Planning Using Task
Reachability Graphs

Information and Communications Technology Development for
Native American Small Businesses with a Community
Emphasis

Total GRACA Awards:

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000
$5,000

$4,450

$3,265

$5,000
$5,000

$249,294
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