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Three Major Trends in Population

1. Nebraska’s population is becoming more 
and more concentrated in its most 
populous counties.

2. The state’s population is getting older and 
will continue to age.

3. The state’s population is becoming more 
racially and ethnically diverse



State Population Summary

• In 2016, Nebraska’s estimated population was 1,907,116. 

– Record high; first time above the 1.9 million mark

– Up 4.4% since 2010 (ranks 24th highest)

– Compares to 4.7% national growth rate

• In 2010, Nebraska had a population count of 1,826,341 persons, an 
increase of 115,076 or 6.7% from the 2000 count of 1,711,265.

– Nebraska ranked 30th highest in percentage change in population (an increase 
from 37th highest in 1990s).

• Nebraska’s growth rate of 6.7% in the 2000s was not as strong as 
the 8.4% rise seen in the 1990s.

– However, it did exceed the average decade growth rate between 1950 and 
2000 (5.3%).

– The growth rate in the 1990s was the highest since the 1910s.
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Decade

Nebraska Population Change Rate by Decade: 1900s to 2000s 
with 2010s Extrapolated from 2016

Sources: Decennial Censuses, 2016 Vintage 
Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau

Note: the 2010s decade rate is extrapolated based upon 
what is estimated to have occurred between 2010 and 2016. 





6.5%

5.2%
5.7%

0.6%

8.4%

6.7%

6.0%

5.3% 5.2%
4.7%

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Population and Percentage Change for Nebraska: 
1950 to 2010 with Projections 2020 to 2050

Percentage Change from Previous Decade Total Population



0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Population for Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy Counties: 
1950 to 2010 with Projections 2020 to 2050

Douglas Lancaster Sarpy



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Population for County Groups with Growing or Relatively Stable Populations: 
1950 to 2010 with Projections 2020 to 2050

Commuting or Local Jobs Regional Center Major College Small College



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Population for County Groups with Declining Populations: 
1950 to 2010 with Projections 2020 to 2050

Other with City over 5,000 No City of 5,000--High Migration No City of 5,000--Low Migration


