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Mission Statement of 
Nebraska Planning Committee 

The planning committee of the Legislature is charged with 
establishing and maintaining a future focus on the priorities of the 
state.  Its responsibility is to assure continuity of policy to achieve 

long term goals.  The committee will do so by: 
collecting and analyzing data about Nebraska, including, but not 

limited to, demographics, workforce, education, wages, wealth, tax 
structure, revenue, natural resources, assets, challenges, trends, and 

growth and efficiency of government;
identifying long-term issues significant to the state;

setting goals and benchmarks;
issuing a yearly report of the committee’s findings; and

proposing legislation.



Please visit 

Cpar.unomaha.edu/policy

to access Nebraska 
Legislative Districts by the 
Numbers 

and over 30 policy briefs 
in 9 different topic areas
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Population
58% of Senators 
Said Topic was Extremely 
Important or Important 

Aging
76% of Senators 
Said Topic was Extremely 
Important or Important 

Diversity &
Demographics
60% of Senators 
Said Topic was Extremely 
Important or Important 

Education
76% of Senators 
Said Topic was Extremely 
Important or Important 

Public Safety
* Not surveyed

Workforce
82% of Senators 
Said Topic was Extremely 
Important or Important 

Senators in attendance at the  November 2018 Legislative Council were asked about the importance of each of the 
topics that were shown to them by Josie Schafer, UNO CPAR. Only aggregate information was maintained.   



Source: 2018 Vintage Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared By : David Drozd

Since 2010, Nebraska’s population has increased about 5% but 
66 counties have lost population
Percent change in population 2010 - 2018 
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Nebraska is losing about 2,000 people a year to 
other states 
Persons age 1 and older by area (no. of counties) 2017

Flow with other states Flow within NE

About 4,000 
persons come to 
Nebraska from 
international 

locations each 
year

Source: American Community Survey 5-year estimates 2013-2017
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65% of Nebraska’s population will live in a metro by 2020 

Sources: Decennial Census, U.S Census Bureau. Population projections, UNO Center for 
Public Affairs Research
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Aging
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Sources: 1900 - 2010 Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census 
Bureau; Population projections by UNO CPAR 
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The ratio of working age to aging adults was 6:1 in 1950, 5:1 in 
2010 and is expected to be 4:1 by 2030 as the aging adult 
population increases and the number under age 5 is flat
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Increasing Diversity
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21% of Nebraska’s population is minority, up from 8% in 1990
Minority population as % of total population by age groups

Source: US Census Bureau, American 
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Since 2000, in all but 3 
counties there has been a 
decline in the number of 
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under 20, 2000- 2017 
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Education



Smaller school districts have higher spending per student 
School district per pupil spending for Nebraska school districts under 6,100 students

Sources: General fund expenditures per student – Annual Financial Report 17/18. No of students  
- “fall membership” Nebraska Department of Education. Statistics and Facts about Nebraska.  
2017/18. Calculations by UNO CPAR
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Average per pupil 
expenditures for 

schools with 6,100 
students or less  

$15,456

Average for the 7 
largest school 

districts is 
$10,421.67

< $10,355 $10,356 – $13,910 $13,911 - $17,001 $17,002 – $20,556 > $20,557



$7,178  - $8,388 $8,389 - $11,268 $11,269  - $13,772 $13,773 - $16,652 $16,653  - $23,090

Nebraska’s per pupil spending of $12,578 is near the national 
average of $12,520
2017 average per pupil expenditure calculated by U.S. Census Bureau 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Annual Survey of School System Finances FY 2017
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64% of Nebraskans have some higher education and higher 
education leads to higher income 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata and American 
Community Survey 5 year estimates, 2013-217
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Workforce



#9 2.9% Unemployment as of April 2019 

State Rankings 
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Sources: 2010 Census, U.S. Census Bureau; December 2015 
Nebraska County Population Projections, UNO CPAR

Prepared by: David Drozd

The prime age workforce is peaking and will decline for the next 
10 years
Nebraska projected age 25-64 population 2010 to 2030
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Public Safety
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Institutionalized Design Capacity

Since 1982, the number of inmates housed in Nebraska facilities has increased 
200% 
Nebraska Department of Corrections average daily population and design capacity fiscal 
year 1982 – 2020 |2019 and 2020 are projections 

117% 
of capacity

159% 
of capacity 

128% 
of capacity

TSCI opens
+ 960 beds

CCSL
+160 beds

Source: Nebraska Department of Correctional Services Location History 
Records.  Prepared by: Abby L. Carbaugh, Ph.D., Nebraska Department of 

Correctional Services



On average, only 14% of probationers reoffend within three 
years of release
Yearly number of probationers and recidivism rate within three years of discharge

Richard L. Wiener, PhD, Recidivism Rates for 
Adult Probationers, 2006 - 2016
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See cpar.unomaha.edu/2020census for more information 

Over $2,000 is lost 
for every person not 

counted



The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment. 0180PPTCPACS1118
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In 2019 the population of 75+ surpassed the population under age 5
Projection of Nebraska population for select age groups 2010 - 2050

Source: June 2013 Population Projections, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research

Prepared by: David Drozd
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69 – 593 students 599 – 6,060 students Over 6,100 

Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary

11.56 8.61 11.57 8.61 14.26 15.30

Larger school districts have higher teacher to student ratio 
2017/18 average teacher to student ratio by school district size





In only 7 counties, there are over 30.6% of persons with a Bachelor’s degree
Percent of population 25 years and older with a Bachelor’s Degree or higher education 
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Nebraska’s brain drain continues versus a net inmigration of those with less 
education
Net domestic migration of age 25+ population by education, 2010 to 2017

Sources: 2006-2010 to 2013-2017 American 
Community Surveys, U.S. Census Bureau, 

Prepared by: David Drozd
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On average, Nebraskans’ incomes have increased about 8% since 2006 
ranking 7th best in the country 
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3%

44% 39%

Worked Full-Time Worked Less Than Full-Time Did Not Work

Of the 12% of the population that is in poverty, 47% work full or part-time
Percent of population 16 and over that are in poverty by employment status over the 
past 12 months 

23% of those in 
poverty, 25 or 

older, have less 
than a high school 

degree 

Sources: 2013-2017 American Community 
Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, S1701
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Misdemeanors and civil cases account for the largest amount of statewide county court caseloads 

Breakdown of Nebraska County Court Caseloads by Year 

 
Source: County Court Annual Caseload Reports, Nebraska Judicial Branch 
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