











GRADUATION RATE SURVEY (GRS)
GLOSSARY - GRS-1- Continued

STUDENT RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT - Also known as the
"Student Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act" (P.L.
101-542), which was passed by Congress November 9,
1990. Title |, Section 103, requires institutions eligible for
Title IV funding to disclose completion or graduation rates
of certificate- or degree-seeking, full-fime students entering
an institution to all students and prospective students.
Further, Section 104 requires each institution which
participates in any Title IV program and is attended by
students receiving athletically-related student aid to
annually submit a report to the Secretary. This report is to
contain, among other things, graduation/completion rates
of students receiving athletically-related student aid by
racefethnicity and gender and by sport, and the average
completion or graduation rates for the four most recent
years. These data are also required to be disclosed to
potential student athletes {and others) when the institution
offers athletically-related student aid.

SUMMER SESSION - A summer session is shorter than
a regular semester and not considered part of the
academic year. It is not the third term of an institution
operating on a trimester system or the fourth term of an
institution operating on a quarter calendar system. The
institution may have two or more sessions occurring in
the summer months. Some schools, such as vocational
and beauty schools, have year-round classes with no
separate summer session.

3/2 PROGRAM - A program of study that normally
requires the first 3 years of undergraduate study at one
institution and the last 2 years of study at another
institution in order to attain a bachelor's degree. These
programs are predefined by the institutions and are
normally offered when an institution is unable to grant a
degree in a particular field or program of study.

TRANSCRIPT - An official record of student performance
showing all schoolwork completed at a given school and
the final mark or other evaluation received in each portion
of the instruction. Transcripts often include an explanation
of the marking scale used by the school.

TRANSFER-OUT STUDENT - A student that leaves the
reporting institution and enrolls at another institution. (For
this survey, certification of transfer must be documented
and transfer must occur within 150% of normal time to
completion of the student’s program.)

TRANSFER-PREPARATORY PROGRAM - A program
designed specifically to provide a student with the basic
knowledge needed to transfer into a higher level
program. For example, this may be the first 2 years of a
baccalaureate level program for which the institution
does not offer an award; or 2 years of undergraduate
study needed for entrance into a first-professional
program; or 1 or more years of undergraduate study
needed for entrance into health services fields.
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TRANSFER-READY STUDENT - A student who has
successfully completed a transfer-preparatory program.
(For purposes of this report, these students are counted
as Completers.)

TRANSFER VERIFICATION - Evidence of transfer as
documented by: -

a. A certification letter or document from the registrar of
the receiving institution that the student is enrolled in
the receiving institution.

b. An electronic certification, such as SPEEDE/ExPRESS or
a secure e-mail message from the registrar of the
receiving institution stating that the student is enrolled
at that institution,

c. Confirmation of enrollment data from a legally-
authorized, statewide or regional tracking system
{or shared information from those systems) confirming
that the student has enrolled in another institution.

d. Institutional data exchange information confirming that
a student has enrolled in another institution.

e. An equivalent level of documentation.

TRIMESTER CALENDAR SYSTEM - An academic year
consisting of 3 terms of about 15 weeks each.

12-MONTH PERIOD - The 12-month period used by the
institution for reporting a full year of activity. This time
period should be consistent among all IPEDS surveys and
from year-to-year. {The 12-month reporting period used
for the purposes of the Graduation Rate Survey is
September 1 to August 31.)

UNDERGRADUATE - A student enrolled in a 4-year or
5-year bachelor's degree program, an associate’s degree
program, or a vocational or technical program below the
baccalaureate.

UNDUPLICATED COUNT - The sum of students
enrolled for credit with each student counted only once
during the reporting period, regardless of when the
student enrolled.

WHITE, NON-HISPANIC - A person having origins in
any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the
Middle East (except those of Hispanic origin).
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