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PARTNERS
IN PROGRESS

Mat anly do service-
learning projects
pravide meoningful
connecticns to
curriculurm for P12
and UMD educators,
but many alsa

align directly with
the L.Iri'\uF!!'Sllj-' af
MWebroskn Omaoha’s
I_.I'II'-'E‘!FSIT'},".-’.-’II'.{E lgI'J-Q'IIS
focusing on:

T

7

SUSTAIMABILITY

N

EARLY CHILDHOOD

\.f
GLOBAL ENGABEMENT

Throughout this
newsletter, indicators
will help to show

a praject’s connection
to one of these

four goals

SERVICE-LEARNING AND
THE SCHOLARSHIP OF ENGAGEMENT

By John Matthews

The I_Inw:r,slr_].' ot Mabroskn

ot Omaho is Nebroska's
metrapeditan university, with
strorg academss walues and
significant ralaticnships with
oUr communaty thot tronstarm
ond improwva Bfe. As such, our
Leniversaty locks ta cantinually
odapt and credte annovative
woys to mest the ecademic
ond social challenges of today.

The Service Learning Acadermy
wos designad to continue tha
missian af aur unlversity to
pursue new ond creative ways
to engage with aur comsmunity.
Thrr-Jgh maeting with nther
coltages and universities ooross
the country, the UMD Servica

Laarnirg Acadamy participates
n the acadernic pursut of
achelarship in community
sefvice A great example of this
scholarship accurred recantly
throwgh participation ot the
annual Coelition of Urbign

and Metrepoliten Universities
[CURAL conferance and the
Engagement Scholarship
Cansartsurn (ESC) conference.

At thase confarencas, lendars
In the field af community
engagerment and academs:
excellence met ta shore and
discuss new ideas that help
to push aur universities,

in desp partnarship with

the cormmunity, forward

to confront academic

ond social challenges.

Through meeting with other colleges

and universities ac

035 the count Y,

the UMNO Service Learning ocodermy

participates in the acodemic pursuit

of scholarship in ¢

mmunity service.”



This yaar, four Service Lp-'_lr1|n|,:|
.F-cnr_lprr.].' memhbers ond LIND
faculty member S2eve Rodie
prasentad thelr innavative

work. In subjects thot incleded
arwvironmantal sustg .'|-'|I'_|i||"J.'_
.tte-a'v:lr\dmg rr-sr_lnir-]rl,ll
University-Ccommunity

partnerships, ond maosuring
service-learming outcomes
ab CUMU i Washingten,
D.C Addibonally, a tesm
representing Our Lady of

Lourdas schaal [Shalley Brown),
N F:c!llr_:l-'|Hi:|r'n:n Moharf,

Jastyn Art Museum (Loure

Huntimer| and the UM
Jervice Leernang Acodemy
presented o preconfarence
sassan 1o educators ond
students from around the
glebe at the Engngamant
Scholarship Consortium
conferanca in Omoho, The

LMD Sarvice qurning
.F-cndg:-'rr_,' |ozds forward to
cantinuing its support of
engaged scholorship at UNG
n portrership with the mary
Community portner co-tenchars
with whom wa do this wark



ENGAGING IN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT VOTING IN NORTH OMAHA

By Meghan Perrin

Students boarded o bus destined for a residential neighborhead

in Banson on o crisp foll morning in Octobar. They stappad

off the bus rear the corner of 42nd gnd Bancraft recdy with

cliphoards, sureays, ond convassing rufas to knock on doors

to learn obaut residants” voting habits in North Cmaha.

F'mfess.:u Preston Lowe's Block Expenzace in Amencon Politics
wd M. Bebekeh Sidzyik's AP Government & Afrcan-Amernican

nrj::."} chasses ﬂur.m:—*ﬁd with Mebraskans for Civic Refarm

tw gother imgartant informetion about barriers ta vating in

thair pracinct. Accarding ta the Dipuglas County Electaral

Commassion, the vating precincts in Narth Omoha vote ot

an average of 12% lower than the rest of the county,

After further discussions abeut civic engogement and voting

within thewr commaunities, students retumed to Benzan
High Schoal to onalyze, discuss, ond reflect on tha date
and experiences fram the camvessing day. From the smioll
somple siza, rasults mdicated that the biggast barrier to
wvoting was veder apathy. & UND internaticnal student from

I've not seen arything like this

befare,.. in my country, you fight

to vote, you don’t talk about voting.”

Toga commented sbaut Americon civil discaurse: “I've not
seen arything like this before... in my country, you fight to
vote, you don’t talk about veting.” Her remarks prompted
students to recognae the impestence of veter engogerment.
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PAVING THE
ROAD T0
COLLEGE,
ONE FAMILY
AT ATIME

By Socerrito Salcido

The Cellege Frep and Family
Learning service-learning
praject brought togethar
famnilias from the Learning
Community Center of South
Ownaha (LCC) and UNG
studenits fram D, Sandra
Rodriguez-Arroys’s Introduction
to Teaching Enghish o5 o
Sacond Languege chss, For
mony of the LCC familias,

i
igfsw

Spanish is their primary
language and suecassfully
preparing thair children far
college in English can ba
an |'|r_irn|dr_|tin§ prospect

This semester, the UNO
students educated LCC
femilies obaut college
preparadrass. Stidants
usad techniques leornad im

-Eam

By Alexandra Bouer

{ “@ |VOTEFOR MY FAMILY

UM professes D Jonathan Benjemin-Alerado partnered
with UNO odjunce professer ond South High Magnat
Scheal foculty Mrs. Melisse Peterson to assist the Heartland
Warkar's Centar in thair I Viota for My Family™ compaign
that worked to increase voter turnaut of South Cmoaha
residents for this presidential election. UMNO's Loting Politics
and Mntraducton fo Polibicol Sceence classes worked with
students in Paterson’s AP American Government course at
South High Baogret School. Stugants [earmed obout issues
that affect Loting waters and barriars the Latina papulotion
face in Amarica’s palitical system while thay partnerad

with the staff at the Heartland Warker's Center (HVWC).

UM end South stedenits pssisted the HWC in canvassing South
Omohe nesghberhaods, registering rasidents to vote, ond phane
benking in an effert to increase voter wmput, “Community
members gat hoppy when they see youth knock an their dears,”
s3id Stephenia Zombrang, UNG student and stoff membar ot
the Heartlend Worker's Center. UM and South students put
mare than 150 howrs inta the *| Vate for My Family” campasgn
during the Fall 2016 semester. The students, Feculty, HWC

staff, and community members celabrotad their efforts while
shaning pupusas and pan dulee, ond dota indicating some
South Omoha precincts increased woter turnaut by 25%!

class ta teach the families

abaut college readiness
While at LING, foemilies
recaived taurs thot gove
tha parents and childran o
taste of real college life.

UMD student Alisza Goodding

shared about her experience:

“I leormed that o lenguoga
arrier doss not hova to

ba a borrier to building
pasitive relationships. You
may not be abls to have long
carmersations, but toking

thee tima to be together and
cammunicate norverbally os
well as verbally is amazing os
it shiawes that you value ecch
ather gnd respect each ather
| truly enjoyed ond cared for
the Families | workad with.”



THE LITTLE COOKBOOK THAT COULD

By Rosa Najera

Ma. Mc¥ienna hMethe’s
Montesson Co-Op class,
Prafessar Don Bowen's UM
Photegrophy class, and

local nonprafit City Sprouts
collebarated on o P16 sarvice-
learning praject this year.

The team identified ingredients
that con be found ot City
Sprouts’ Merth ond South
Omaha commumity gardans

1o create & cockback using
these mgrediants to ampower
residents to sustainably grow,
aat, provide, ond promote
hanlthy, local foods.

The Moentessen Co-Op closs
of 6-7 year odds each wrote o
recipe with the help of their
tanchar, Ms. Mathe, The
héontessori Co-Op ond LIND
students visitad City Sprouts

twice to tour the nonprofit,
leorn about the different
produce that is grawn at the
gorden, ond prepore recipas
whila taking photogrophs of
the process. Bowen soid obout
his dass, “I'm not sure any of
them reslized when we started
hiow mriwsch fun this would

be, but they've found out.*

Tha firished product of “The

Little Cookbook that Cauld”
wis given ta City Speauts at
the end of the semester whera
tha studants’ cremteeity ond
recipas will fill the bellies of
families for yaors te come

“The cookbock will be o
great rescurce to share
with the community!” seid
Rroorne Dropar, Eecutive
Diractor of City Sprouts.



ENGAGING OUR ELDERS TO UNDERSTAND CHANGE

By Lindsey Kreikemeier

Threughaut the fall semester,
studants fram Profassor Don
Bowen’s Ealiting Frinciples
hass teamad up with students
from Justin Moel’s hchdillan
Magnet Middle Schaol Service
legrming clasa. The students
also parinerad with senicrs
wha attend the Adoms Park
Senior Canter day progrom

to compare angd confrost
grawing up during the Civil
Rights Ero and teday.

Tha students intarviawed the
Adoms Park seniors about their

Seniors dest

liwes with special ermghosas

on chonges they hove seen

in Cimoha compared to athar
communities. Seniors described
hn-.'lng to work to suppart thair
femilies ot a young oge as

well as their expersence living
in a segreqated commmunity.
ftar -'I'?".'ie"ﬂ.'-rl] the seniars,
students craoted muttmedia

age

15 wiall az their axpariar

wed hoving to work

to support their families at a young

it tn
ivirng

presentaotans and a wiitten
repart which they presentad
to the semiors ot Adoms Park
Senior Cantar. The seniars
wantad to remembar the rich
experiences they shored with
the students and poss thern
on ta their families as well.

Profassor Don Bowan indicotad

how angaging this service-
-anrninE course was for his
studants. “In my editing
chass, | try tn give students

a reaHife ediing esperience
that gives [students] o
different perspective of our
city then they may have hod.®
Ed Martin, on Adams Pork
membar, indicatad, “Thosa
students hed good questions!
| really had to think back
and rerember it all. | reclly
enjoyed connectng with the

students on this praject.”



PLANTING KNOWLEDGE
By SaroAnn Stoley

“5eed to Jolod” was 0 216 service-leoming collobaration
hetwaen Instructor Stephanie Lynam's fntansive Cnglish {ILUKO)
students and ks, Rachoe? Gurn's Omabo Morthwest Magnat
High Sehaal [DNW) Harricultire students. Tegether, they worked
te identify international and medicinal plenta for the DNW

rain garden. The rain garden at OHW was ereated in 2015 o=
port of ancther LN P16 servica Jeprning project. The ideo

o intraduce internatiansl plants inta the gardsn came from
Morthwast High Schoals mognet thame, Low, Govarmment

ond |nternaticnal Diglamacy, This cofabaration glipwed UNG
and ONW internetional students to highlight plants from thesr
cultures while giving students the oppartunity to deeply esphore
stience in an interational contest. Mudents joined togethar fowr
timis throughout the semester to learn ghaut intemational gnd
medicing! plorts. This project nat only reinforeed cless ourricula
around plants and herticutture, but alse halped QMW studants
to learn abaut other cultures, while ILUND students learnad
obeut American cultere and practiced English langeage skills.

This colleboration allowed

UNC and ONW internotional students

to highlight plants from their cultures”
“Service-learning helps me 1o know the Americon saciety and
community becouse it's difficult to do so by ryseli” shored
Rihi Sate, am ILUMNO student from Japan. ILUIND students
wera interasted in haoring about the culture and activities

of hamacoming week at ONW, s these kinds of festivities

are not celebrated in many at their homa cauntries

FAMILY RESOURCE NIGHT AT
NELSON MANDELA SCHOOL

By Amber Smit

Students frem Professor Emilio Hermar's Seciel Wark &
Civic Engogemant course teamead up with Malson Mendela
Elermentary School to sugport the schaol's Family Lioisen,
k. Jee Cgba, 1o plan and focilitete a fomsly resource night
UMD students surveyad scholars” parents on potential

fomily naght topics and potential barriers to attendance

While plonning For tha rascurce night, UNC students contoctsd
iacal panks and grocery storas to invite speakers 1o inform
parents of local ressurces, including finencial sedls such as
budgeting and smart thoppeng. UNO atudents also advertised
the event through social media and famsly interaction

Finally, UMD students had the opportunity to interact with

the schaolars by planning ectivities to devalop social skills

ki, Oigba stated that “this praject helped engege aur
families and helped them get aver some barriers for
seeking help to impreve their Family siteation.”




SHAPING POSITIVE OUTCOMES

By Camtrice Bexten

Ths fall, shudents freen Blackbum Alternative
Fresgram and UMO teamed up to learn abeut gositive
rainfarcement and provide treinang and enrichment
for dogs ot tha Mabroska Humona Seciaty

This marks the sith year far the “Reality Bites” P16
serviceearning project where studerits fram Jennifer
Maoelle's Pspchiology chass and All Buttner’s Laborafory

i Peychology: Learning dass worked together ta shape
behayiars in degs thot would make them mare adoptebla.

Shaping behaviors like sitting, lving down ond
holdirg eye contact allowed students 1o bong their
testbeak content to life ond gove the degs positve
interactians and much needed enrichment.

Ms. Moalle wos porticulerly plossed with this year's results:
*Studants tack redily te the concepts of shaping and postive

>
P

S

resnforcement. Duning the first week alone, sesing the positive
changes in the dogs motiveted the students te think chaut
woys in which they could incorparotes these concapts inta their
own lives, We wesa thrillad thet students so quickly genarslizad
thair new laarnirg. The LN students were @ big part of that
succest by making their high schoel partners agual in the
process It is tremendously gratifying to see dogs find homes
ond to see students find ways to positively take contral of their
interacticns. Reality Bites succeeded on oll fronts this year!”

Seeing the positive changes in
the dogs motivoted the students
to think about woys in which

they could incorporate these
concepts into their own lives.”
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Paul Sather
Director
407 554.6019
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402 554.2712
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4025544043
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402 554.6019
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GRADUATE ASSISTANTS
Savanna Allen | 402.554 4469
Alexandra Bouer | 402 554 4466
Camtrice Bexten | 402.554 4465
Lindsey Kreikemeier | 402.554.4464
John Motthews | 402 554 4466
Rosa Mojera | 402.554.4461
Meghan Perrin | 402 554 4467
Socorrito Solade | 402.554.4463
Amber Smit | 402,554 4462
SoreAnn Stoley | 402.554.4470

UNDERGRADUATE ASSISTANTS
Gaobrielo Amodor

Amanda Andarson

Koren Bravoe-Arrecla

Mick Rieschl

LETTER FROM THE
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Developing avcaly-engoged young pecple i one of cur most
fundarmantal responsibilities. This elaction year has affirmed how
impertant developing civic competencias is to aur o health
Sarvicadaoming o5 0 methed of teaching embeds civic dimansians
nto classraom experiences across the disciplines, For example,
students enrolled in cowrses highlighted in this newsletter gre
learnirsg obaut voter engogement strategies, borriers ta vating, and
hearing fram community elders about their perceptions of social
climatas ovar the years. Service-lsaming coursas ore on exceflant
way to.develap civic skills while bringing closssonm learning to life

The Service Learning Acoderny has been callecting data an
student attitudes taward eivic ergagement resulting in some
impartant findings from bath UNO end secendary (middle and
high schaal) students, Students in sericalaorring courses ware
giwen o pra and post ossessmant to better understand how
service-learning is offecting studart percaptions of the community
and how they intand to interoct with commumity crganizotans

i the future. To measure this, o paired ttest was conducted to
measure student responses befese and after the service-learning
experiences. For both UNO and secondery students, results of
the ossessmant indicoted their sanvicelearning expanences hod
a significont impoct on how students respanded to questions
ragording their civic engagemsnt proctices, including:

s It my responsibility ta be actively imvalved in commanity isues.

* | undesstond which orgonizaticns are warking
ta address community neads

| hopa yau foumd the orticles in this newsletter inspiring from
the teachers thot make learning real by wsing service-leaming
a3 a method of instruction to the commwenity portners that
serve as co-teachens to guide students through reabwerld
applications of learring end moking res! chonge in Omoha

| hope that the Ioudest ore thase waices of the students and
aur future landers a3 they develap knowledge, skills, and
abilities along with the courage to suppart our demecnacy.

If you are interested in learning smose about service-
bearmirg, please reach aut: plierbergerfunemeha.edu.
‘Wa loak forward 1o =aurnirg and Wr.'ing with Yol
Sincarsly,

|
JuBa Dierbarges, P16 Coordinator




MEET SLA'S NEWEST STAFF MEMBERS

Kirsten Case

Kirsten Case josned the Service
Learnirg Acoderny in July

af 2016 a5 the Community
Limisar. In this reka she

wares with both "nn,!l}' and
commnity portners to devalop
service-learning projects
acrass campus that help

meat community needs while
-'.ll'll'-\.'ll'll'll'll? clossrgom 'ar,lrninE
Kirstan hnng{ o unigqua Hand
af nenprofit axperience as

well as gn enderstanding of
service-learning with ower

10 years of experience in

the nenprofit sector. She was
1.;ur|-|=_>r|_-.- the Executive Directar
af the Literacy Cantar far

the Midlonds, Chisf Sarvica
Orfficer at the City of Omaha
and a faunding member

and Director of the Graater
{Ormoha Young Professicnols at
the Graotar Omoba Chember,

Earsten has her Bachelor

aof Arts Fram the University

af Mertharn Calorods ond
Mastar ob Clrgnni:q'inrﬂl
Leedarship from the Collage of
Saint Mary. Kirsten is o 2002
TOVD [Ten Outstanding Young
Ormahans| recipient, graduate
af Leadership Omaha and
has been nemed ns one of
Ormahn's “40 Undar 40° by
the Midlonds Businass Jowrnal

She ia the mother of an
18-pearald, Harinah,

and enjoys sharmg her

tima and tolents with
argenizations serving youth
and fomilies, Kirsten i= o
collectar of books ond enjoys
a wariety of autdoor activities.
& native of Colorodo, she
trovels back hame raguiorly
and loves to use har passpart
as much as possibla

Libby Ferris

Libby Ferris joined the Serace
Learning Academy in mid-
August os tha Waitz Fellow for
this yaor. She groduated from
Corleton College in June with g
Bocheler's degres in Sociolegy
and Anthregalogy and a

minor in Educational Studies.

Libby's thesis emamined
philenthropic giuing practices
by generction before ond sfter
the Great Recession; skills she
devedoped deang this wark

at Carleton have supported
the SLA in agnificant ways.
She has continued her love
for guantitative reseanch by
cosprasanting o poster ot the
CUMU conference, as well

as helping with feedback For

o COMMUnity IMPOCE survey.

Libby has a possion far being
involved in the cammunity,
and wos o Progrom Director
for the Red Cress Blood irive
at Corleton College for two
yaors, and a waluntasr with tha
drive for the two years befare
that. She grew up in 5t. Louis,
MO, and while her porents
miowed to Scottsdale, AZ in
2013, she has assantially lived
n tha Msdwast her entire lita

Libby lowes hiking and besng
autssde, as well a3 swimming
and playing with dogs. She
also enjays recding, cooking
and baking, aspacially since
she now hes time ofter
finighing her undergrod!




WEMT CENTER

SERVICE LEARNING SEMINAR 2017
July 10-14, 2017
i sla.unomaha.edu

N | @

sla.unomaha.edu

SERVICE LEARNING ACADEMY
BARBARA WEITZ COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CENTER
6001 Dodge Street | Omaha, NE 68182

Thea LJ.-ums:r_y-;J Mphrosko af Omaleo siall ol diserimingte besad gpan 8, FOCE, athnigity, calar, mabonal origin, “u,-q'xl'ymyﬁﬁln}; SN, PRGRMITICY,
Iﬁwh'lrlr:r: Snrin anenlotion, penetic yw'ormalinon, Welenmm s stars, mankoy slotus, Ml.lgum_, oy prolibeal affivabion, OF TOWS TRELAGE 6
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