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PEM PAL COMNNECTIONS
UNG school pepchofogy students
connect with third grodars
through o video'axchange.

MAVERICE PHILAMNTHROPY
Educotion students oward their
$1.000 course funds o the
Heortiond Workers Centar.

MUSIC EDUCATION

LIMCH students provids vonce
and guitar lessons through three
service learmng projects.

RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
erwice learming stdents share
pFESE'r!ﬂJ:I‘IJﬂﬂi I:II'II:l reLaarch an o
digital plothosm

—_— ] O I~

ANTHPOVERTY WEBSITE

& new 5LA webpoge provides
resources and suppart for ant-
pOvErTy SErvice Jearming projects

SUMMER SEMINAR
July 2021

Don't forget to remister for the Sarice Leomimg
Samminor. Dwenng the seminor, participonts have
o front row esperience 10 lzom: o about serdos
learmmg

Typcally o 4.5 ‘doy professional development
exparience held at the Borboro Weitz: Community
Engogement Center, the Serwce Leorming Serminar
will be held m o wituol formaot duning the weak
af July 1716, 2021 It will provide an gpportunicy
fer P12 ond ofterscheal teachers, adminisirators,
and UM fulk ond porttime foculty members to
understond the fundomentols of service leamimg
and develop o service [earming. progact Regaster at
slnunpmoha ey to reserva your spot

SLA APPROACHES

Troditionol ond P16 service lesrming courses are tought at URG.
The trodibenal service leoming projects ore eollabarations between
commumity periners dad o UMNGH clogs, P16 service ksarmng courses
mnglude colloborotion between o UND eess, @ P12 closs, and ¢
:'*'rr"_rltr parinar. Thn:-uth:-ut he NEWEENer, phdy -"IZ.E ore 1denty 'IE"I: os
frogit Il:ll'll:| or F |.. sazad on their prajact st tructure,

TRADITIONAL MODEL P-16 MODEL

O¢

MAVERICK PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE

The stieckent philonthropy model cfrfhe- farm of serace learning which
INGOTROrDIES Students in this Type of closs proctice
philarthropic "-||£||:|'|1 learn haw it offects commmuns ty partiers. Projects
using this madel ore identfied os WPl throwghout the newslettar.

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS

Mot only do service leorming projects provide cannections to curnculurm,
but many olso align diractly with the s isswe oreas thot encompass the
community engogement wark ot MO and in the Omaha community.
Throughowt this newslatter, these indicotors will show o project’s

conaecion to one of these s 1sspe oraos
A% soci
JUSTICE

ENVIRONMENTAL ,},’) HEALTH AND
STEWARDSHIP 5 WELLNESS

INTERNATIONAL @ ECONOMIC
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LETTER FROM THE PAUL SATHER
DISTINGUISHED DIRECTOR

Serving "in concert with community”
Serdice Lﬁ.] ning Acodemy, We knay
["ﬂ trust of o i partners o co-dens
we been more i'n:nk ul ﬁ:ur xl‘ ot

5oan impertant volee in the
service lBarning courses requine
th our foculty members ‘J.-m BT
borotion than the post yeor.
h = online i the
iz big
COUFSES

To our foculty membars, students, and community portnars, planse
occept my sincerest thanks and mast hamble adm you
hove occompiished togethar. What you hove been able to achieve in
the post year s astonishing, As our friend Borbars Haolland reminded
s of the Service Leorning Showcase, vou “didn't put it in the ‘toe
Prard” ile.”

on fo

The stones in thiz newsletter represant the culminotion af co
fours an Zoom figunng out haw to live our leodership and metro,
missian throw ul' eu-:hnq T'ue- barrers ware innumerabe, but we
leamed fram them and grew together os o result

A speciol thank you to the Service Learming Acodeny team. who hove
gone above and beyond to suppart the andeng service l2arning
:u:-|=.:|i:-:-rc:'-"|s you will reod obout in this newsletter. We all stond

ith our partners and show the world whot Maovence Strong looks
Iike. Enjoy!

Sincar -_-’,'I_'.-.

f.:_'._ /. A 5 _I';L 1',?_
v

Julie Dierserger, Paul Sather Distinguizhed Directar




CELEBRATING NORTH OMAHA CULTURE

By Mazin &l Bahin

UMQ students from Heather Melson's Principles of
J.A’urlpﬁ'n_g course  worked with Eresdomtginment, =
cammunity partner from Merth Omeha whose mizsian
i te empowes, educats, and entertain the Omaha
cammaunity, on a project fecuzed on Marth Omaha
culture. Freedemtamment lounched the Omaha Freedom
Festrval on June 19, 1021, to celebrate the Juneteenth
helidey, which commemerates the emancipation of Africen Americans whe
hod been ensloved in the United Stotes. In their serdcs learming project,
UNQ students helpee suppert the svent planning procezs using marketing
cancepts learmed in their glass.

Thiz praject began with UNG alum and Freedamtainsent faunder Calvin
Williams ard his pazsian for sharing the rich histery and culture of Nerth
Omahe with the larger Omaoha community. Threughaut the three-month
service feerning project, students worked with Fresdomtaimment, the MAACE
Omahe Chapber, and the Malcolm ¥ Faundation to develap useful marksting
solutians and matenials. The majority of the wark facuzed on the upoaming
Oraha Freedam Festival. Students erested marketing and zacial media
materieds, wrote guest bleg posts on the Fresdemtginmen: weksite, and
helped with advertizing and press appearances

Studentz procticed applying classroom skills in the real werld by werking
an @ project that impocts the Omaha cemmunity. UNG student William
Seheaprer said, *| leve the servee component of this eloss becouse it
connects concapts with the application and allaws UNO ta make o difference
in the community.” This preject incorporated the concept of social justice by
supparting Fresdomtainment in uncovering North Omaha’s hiztory, which
haz net glweys been widely knewn, and celesrating the ares’s rich culture

Studerts creqied maniabing materiols, such as (nfegraphics Dlog posts, ang
,

, far Freedamitaiamant s welsite

ADVOCACY THROUGH PUBLIC RELATIONS

By Bri Full

# revomped version of one eaisting service leamning
project lounched thiz spring to suppert Omaha
community erganizatians with sheir public relatians
needs. In past vears, Roma Subramanian’s students
were assigned in small groups te work with one
community organization for their prajeet  This
semacter, over twanty students in her Principles of
FPublic Eelations class were sech paired one-tceone with an ergonization
The cstudents ossisted sheir portner orgonizotions in the creation of
public relations projects such oz compaign medel:, website updotes
and zacial media plans.

One of the community orgoneations thet students warked with was
Budget to Jucces:, on argenization decicoted to improving finencial
litmracy by essisting pecple with the knowledge to build credit, pay off
debt, and eccumulate savings, Anather poriner was Mode Shitt Omoha
an arganization which advacates for bettar public tranzpartation sptians
te enhance cpportunie: for evervone

Threugh this service Beorning groject, partmer arganizations such
a; these gened new public relations tactics which will improve their

PEN PAL CONNECTIONS

By Maria limenez

Az schosls comtinue to navigote remote learning
during the COVID-19 pandemic, it i impartont to toke
inte conziderotion the sacial ond emetional welkbeing
of stidents, In Lizo KellyVonce's remote graduote
course, Pspchalogr of Exceptional Chifdren, 2choal
pvchaleqy students partnared with sehool caunselar
Sacorrite Saleida and teacher Alda Amoura’s third
grode class ot Conestoga Elementary Scheal fo help provide that socik
ematicnal support to students,

The Callaborative for Acodemie, Social, and Emotional Learning
[CASEL| defimes social-emetional learning az “hew children and adults
learn ta understand and manege emotion:, zet goals, shew empathy
far athers, establish pasitive relotionzhips, and make responsible
decisionz.” Pre-pondemic, the LMD ond Consstoga students would
hove been able to howe inpersen interackions with soch ather to
wstoblich these positive relationships, but thiz semecter, the project
wat odapted to take place remetely through a video exchonge.

UMD student: ereated brweekly videas for the elermentary students to
watch ond respond to in erder to work on zocialemational wellbeing
The students used Zoom oz their recording plathorm ond werked in small
groups ta create the videc:. They storted with icebreakers to mkroduce
themzelves ond get ta krow the younger students The third groders
ezpecially enjaved playing “Would You Rather,” and they rezponded bath
by answering and a:king mare of the “Would You Rather” questions.

visipility and gutreach efforts, The UNO students were gble to apply
thear curriculurn in @ realwerld experisnce working with a pertner to
build stranger professiongl collaberation skillz

SPRING 2021
IN REVIEW

110 UNO courses used

service learning as a
method of teaching

The third groders alze osked the UNO students abeut their college
wperiances, mchuding what clazses they take, how much writing they
da, and the omeunt of math required in college. These guestions not
only helped to build relationships. but they alse helped the slementary
students learn about the college experience.

Thraughout the semester, this project became the highlight of sach
students’ week. ond och partner shared how much they locked farward
to waotching and recording videcs swvery wesk, Thiz project helped
teochers and students focus an zocial and emoticnal connections that
sametime: can be overlooked. Especially in a remaote environment, thiz
praject emphasized the mportance of promating the sochal ematisnal
wellbeing of stidents thraugh connection, community, and reletionzhips.

LN stugents used Joom fo recovd videes for fair slamentary oo
pEftners



MAKING THE CASE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

By Claire Fischer

Graduate students from UNQ  foculty member
Connle Schaffer's Humen Bights and Education elass
partn erad with the E_du;n:m:_ﬂml:uiqu;:l_iﬁ_:‘! far
their service learning project this semester. Faunded in
2017, the ERC odvocates for underrezaurced children
who need azcistance occezsing sducoctiongl services
such a3 special sdycotion suppart

In Schaffer's elass, the students lesrned sbaut human rights in
education, way: ta teach abaut human rghts, and hew 1o adveeate Far
sacial change. For the service learning companent, Sehaffer and ERC co-
faunder Elizobeth Eynorekokrdo partnered ta provide the students with
on octuel scenorio refated to rights in P11 educction, The cose included
ralevant netionol and lecal statistics o3 well oz o serss of questions and
prompts 1o quide the students’ research. Using their knowledge fram
the eaurze eurricudum, the studemts them investigoted the seenaria to
develop a case study

Waorking on the cese study provided on oppartunity for the students
te enhance their educational experience with a realworld example of
human rights in sgucatien. The students met with the Education Rights
Counzel ta learn absut the arganization and ek question: about their
given scenaria. Using the mfermaton from thesr caurse eursiculurm and
gubdance from the ERC, the students came up with a patential rezalutien
to the scenario oz well o5 alternative seiutions and lessens leamed, They
olza reflected on thezs leszans os they jointly edited and revised the case
study with the ERC

CULTUREFEST 2021

By Tahia Smith

CultureFest iz en onnual colloborative event hosted by the UND
Seryles Learning Academy, South High Magnet Schosl and Beversdge
Magnet Middle Schoal. Lswally hald on the UMD campus, CultureFest
celebrates the rich dnersity of the Omaba community thraugh cultural
perfarmance: and demanzirations

This wear's 11th annval CultureFest wes held in o virtuel formot
and Featured video submizsbons frem schoal and community groups.
Submizsions meluded art demonstrations, musical performonces,
postry writing exercizes, student presentations, and mare The videss,
aleng with an opening message from South High Scheal, were shared
with UND, P12 schocls. and the Omaha community during the thres-
doy CultureFest svent

View the videos on the Culturefest websits!

Above: Operg Omehp submited o woee of ar oot
demonstration far viswers io follow along ot Aema
Befow: Fgmane Dmaba shared a vdeo of o danee

perfarmance.

Schaffer zaid that o goo! of the project wos for her studentz o gain
"a deeper understanding of human rights izzues ard their systemie
manifestation: in educatienal enviranment: sz well oz & confidence
to advocate For the protection and advancement of human rights in
wducational cettings.” Oweroll, the UND students goined walusbie
sxparience woerking with the Education Rights Counssl while oddrezzing
izswes of human rights in educotion

TR
91 community organizations

served as co-teachers in
service learning courses

MAVERICK PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

By: Grace Neison

Thiz Spring, Kally Gomaz Johnson's Plan For Effactive
Temching eourze partnered with  Alana  Schriver
frarn Refiges Empawerment Capler to eagage in a
mew Maverek Philanthropy [nitiative (MPY} service
Imrning course, The MM odd; o Inr-.'lr ul"phlh:n'rnmp:r'
te service learming projects ot UMG, creating on
ppooriunty for students o shore their Sme, tolent,
and treasure through their coursewerk and through gront funding thet
clazzes allocate to o commundy erganization.

Srudents inthis caurse learned abaut immigrant and refuges sxperiences

in Omgha. AL the projeck kaunch in Febregry, the community partners

intreduced themcelves and gave “projecs pitches” an five different

community programs designad o suppert the immigront ond refuges

populatien in Omaha:

*  Food Procezsing Flant Advacaey with the Heartiand Workers Canter

*  Cleaning Education Program with Restariog Degnity

*  Tranzlated Homeawrer Educational Vides with the Omaka Refuges
Tk Force.

#  Globol Roots with Lutheron Fomily Services ard Refuges
Empavwermant Certer

= B0 Project with Nabraske Appleseed, Culr House and Refugee

Empawerment Center

Follpwing these pitches, UND studentz were draded inte groups to
angoge in reseorch on eoch pragrom, the izsue it oddrezced, ond how it
offected the given populetion, Then, sach group developed ond precented
o lezzan plan to the closs which wauld be shored with sach partnering
organization. The preentation: drew an perzanal connectians to lzues

and utifzed vorious teaching modofities to premate understonding
UMNO students alia connecied their prezentations ta the larger context
af baw cultural humility wauld infarm their future wark as mstructars,
One student, Alexandra Expineza, sabd, “A:z a Futwre teacher, | now
understend the importonce of researching the cultures of the students
thot will be in my clozses oz well o3 tafung with people from theze
cultures in ocrder fo get o foundation of what their cultwre is like.”

“IMP equips students with reo

(E58] [ an redal progroms

=L | "il'-.,l tha el Ir"ii-l'_.

hers, stedents are gn

The positive ripple

principles aut for o spin
effects. of our orgomization partnenng with WP
will be felt for and wide by the people we serve”

Alana Shriver, Refugee Empowarment Center

Lizing what they had lsarmed abaut the Omaha immigrant and refuges
carmmunity, students decided whese to allocate their 51,000 Maverick
Philanthrepy Intiative grant funds. In March, community partners [ained
the clozs for o socially distanced finol celebrotion in UMO's Commaunity
Engagement Center, where UNOD student Joke Garrett concunced
Heartland Weskers Center oz the gront recipient. Togethar, students end
commanity partners reflected cn the experience ond brooder impact of
thiz praject, and celebrated their meaningful civic engagement.

HEARTLAND
WORKERS CENTER




BROUGHT TOGETHER BY A MELODY

By: Kelsey Wagner

The late Amaerigan jozz singer Ello Fitzgernld gence
soid, “Music is o wniversal lenguage; it brings
people closer fogether” UMO instructor Shelby
Varhlardztrand found thiz (dea te be & driving
foree for her collabosation with Omaha Central
High Schaal cheral dirsctars Sara Ceowan and Lynn
Bouma. Thraugh the praject choral students fram
both zchaolz warked together to learn end perfarm music by compesens
frem marginalized cammunities

SPRING 2021
IN REVIEW

1,876 UND students

participated in service
learning projects

Thiz zervice legrning project wos the first beteesn these instructor:
VanMardstrend's Appiisd Voice students were paired with Omahe
Ceniral High Schogl chorel student: accerding to their voice type:
Paire of students were each assigred a tong fram compazers Yashinoe
Makada and Gena Bronicombe, who were chosen becauze of their
impact in the music industry a2 margnalized campazars.

Tha UNC and Cantral High students began their work together with a
discwssion of the histery of Makeda's and Branscemba's muzic cormers
Then, the UKD students continued by teaching their partners zongs
by each eompazer. AL the end of the praject the Central High Schoal
students thared their video performances with UNGO students thraugh
a collabarative anline phatform, FipGrid.

The praject ot onfy provided the UNO students hands-on teaching
wiperience, but it also intreduced ol porticipants to the careers and
warks of marginalized eompazers. "Ome of the best things about
this pregect Iz that everyene imvalved k2 receiving and geing,” said
VanMardstrand. °| hape te intraduce and promate the musie of song
campocers of varked lived eaperiences to more students and teachers.
| hope that thiz project will sxpand in future semesters 5o include mare
UMD students, UNO faculty, and areg high schoalz,”

The efforts of UND and Central High Scheal faculty ard students
through service learming collabaration shaw hew musle continues to
bring people closer together even dusing sacially distanced tmes.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH MUSIC

By All AHzhaithi

UM faculty member Katrina Cea’s Musie Education
Ciore course aims 1o explose aspects of administermg
high scheal music pregrams to prepare students
for twaching Thiz semester, students in the course
toak part in a service learning project to learn those
teaching zkill: through esperiemce. The students
partnered with vetesans from the American Legion
b tech basic guitar lessan:

Each ctudert wos paired with a veteran, and the pairs maet two to
thres times a week for 30 to 40 minutes, Over the six week project,
the UND students tought four to six Foundational chords thet would
ollew veteran: ta play o wide range of preces. At the end of the project,
participants calsbrated ot o final event where pair: each recarded a
song together. During this event, the American Legion alae surprized
vaterans with new guitars,

The partnerzhip betassn UNQ and the American Legion helped
students becarne mare engaged with the community. Over the course

of the project, student: not enly gained valuable teaching skills, but
they alza built meaningful relationzhips with their vetesan partners and
legrned how music con be used to connect different groups of peaple

“This service learning project is extremely
reciprocal i its benefits. Meterans in our
commiinity leorn bosic (|ui|(||' skills; but I-_:I',]'.I(I”'-.-
\,-'uiuul‘u:l.i,- is |(—!:I “':-I_-'!I"\-,'i-;_'il- Lo cur I'I':IJ.S..:I -:-dllr;ariurl
students.'

— Katrine Cosx, LING Faculty Mamber

| am thankful for thiz apportunity te help aur local veterans and the
studentz of UNG." soid Commarder Shorlens Anderzen from the
Amerscan Legion, °| wish us oll success ond hops that we build o
strenger cemmunity through this program.”

LN studiends wolched reoantings of their fessans and reffectad oo Mel eqgerencas duning the fnal arofect mesting for Giving Bansan Ve,

GIVING BENSON VOICE

By Falia Smith

Waeal musie students from UNO and Benzen High
Schoal worked togaether in @ new service lecrning
partnership thiz semester. Students in Zoc Colby's
Voice Pedagegy course provided one-oregne, virtual
woice lezsons to Susanna Kearmey's high scheol choir
siudents in preparation for the high schaalers’ sola
tarpetitions this spring.

Even in g virtual setting, the service learing preject gowe UND students
o chonce to practice the skillz they are learning in ther clazz "My vocal
pedogagy course is desgned arcund the practicel application of the
tesching of tinging,” explained Calby. “Veics lezzon: ase all absut being
In the mement and rescting ta the live human in frant of you, and z6 it
waz chear ta me they nesded s hawe a singer te wark with in order ta
apply the concepts we are legrning in clazs together”

"Becouse every body is different, my students are
E||,-I‘J|'-: reqlife experience reacting to the persan
in the roem ond being challenged to vary thei
instruction for diverse learners, This is something
that just con’t be replicated talking in theary.”

Zac Colby, LING Faculty Member

At the beginning of the praject. Colby and Kearney azugned their
studenits inte pairs s that each Berzon student would have lazsans with
the same UMD mentor each week. In the first lezzans, which wers held
vim Micrazaft Teams, the UMO students conducted basic voco| exercizes
that helped them become fomiliar with their Benzon pariner’s vaice end
singing style. Az the leszons comtinued, they ttarted ntroducing ond

warking en the Benzon students’ sele repertoire pleces. Ower the span
of six lessens, the pairs worked together to perfect the performances

The weskly lessens not only cllowsd the UNQ students ta apply their
classreom curriculum, but they olso helped the Benzon students
prepars far their spring muzie competitions. Calby 2aid, "Many of my
stidents have studied vaice for years and are preparing to be teachers
themselves, o it felt like an ideal situation ta offer lessens ta studeats
thet moybe haven't studied private voice before or for those wha wanted
to but didn't have occess to o teacher” The service learning portrerzhip
between UMD ond Benson High Zchee! enhanced the educotional and
rusiedl expesiences of all the participating students

LN ased Microsst Taoms fo connect with thair Benson

portners far the Bk BEEAME



Ma

HNE Ragar

Croer the past year, service learning played & eritical rabe In sustaming
cemmunity by promoting interconnectedness in a physically diztonced
world, building upon the wark of lgcal erganizotions, and sepport ng
inngvotiee appreaches to meet the changing nesds of Omoha, The

o a Llﬂr!’.IrE Academy (LA celebroted the contrioutions to theze

effarts by studants, educators, and community partnars in April during
the annual Service Learning Showeoase event

The theme of thiz veor’s event wos Moverck Fvang: Tie ‘mpact of

fnmovation, Colfabo

an, gnd .'ﬂ.-'r'.'ur'_."u.'l Yaniice, Tha thres-doy virfual
gvant reflected on the ways service leorning took ploce thiz yeor oz well
a2 its impacts The svent kicked off with o h:-_; nobe address b_,- Barbara
Holland, a destinguiched civic ergagement schalar and champlon of
UMO's mission ta “tranzfarrn and impreve the quality of [fe lacally,
natianglly, and gigbally " During the corversetion, Dr. Holland sspreszed

jan of o foo

her hope far the future, nating that o combin d agendo

gnd emphagsiz an equity can empower gur instiution to be o positive
cotalyst for community-driven chonge. In dlosing, she remindes ws ol

“ta be awdacious” in our efferts, working together to effect change

The second day of events focuzed an the contributions af students.

. ond videos they maode in their
The digitel platform enobled UMD and
work a5 wall gz reflect on the smpact of

P-12 students to
their seryice learning experience. Thraugh their sesviee learning wesk,

hare

students expanded the eapacity of [ocal organizations and collabarated
with eommunity partners 1o create langer lasting resources thet con fve

on ever after the end of a project

The fincl day highlighted SL&'s Maverick Philanthropy Initsative. Jeverol
students foculty, and portner erganizotions that have besn involved
Im the inithative shared how the program empowers student advacacy
and :?'.||ur.l!1-'c|p|: givifg, 4 well az the wWilyd in whick (=l an!h':p_w. 15
despening service learning's community impact UNO Faculty member

VIRTUAL SERVICE LEARNING SHOWCASE

Kelly Gomez Johnson reflected on the moment when ane of ber studants
wiploined that she hod celected o particulor prgonizotion for her
persuosive speech becouse of her fam ¥ o direct sxperience o3 members
of the community cerved by the orgonizetion, Gomez Jehncon zoid, °1

just wor cwerwhelmed when our closz veted then for thot [orgonization|
beeause it was kind of this ament where we taid [we] hear you, haw
5 X

can we suppart you, and how we can support this community. |t was

uzt everwheimingly powerful . because it waz an epportunity for aur
955 F g

students to be heord ©

Cvergll, events served oz o moment of celebrgtory reflection, Creer

the course of thiz pEaF, REW W3 of cunﬂuthr; 2 e [earn fig

ond engaging with the community emerged, and it s through theze
collabarative «ffart thae aur Lamfmunity périsvered, Staying Maverick
strong oz well g3 Omahe strong

RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

By Claire Fiacher

In 2017, UNG faculty member Ashlee Dere and Lee Stover
of Burke High Schocd initsated the UNO-0PS Joint Research
Sympazicm. Over the years, the svent hat expanded and
new peeurs annually b sheweoase research prejects from
variaus OFS sehenl: and UMD departrents. Dus ta the
COVID-19 pandemic, thizs yeor's ewent wos held virtually in
combingtian with the Service Lﬂrﬂing Acodemy thowcace,

Traditionally, studentz present posters ta  Research
Sympazium attendess, but thit year, the nine submissions
alze included aral peatentations, papers, and recordings.
Participants showeased posters sbout  children’s
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preseniztions. amd videas for the Research Sampasium

mativetion far phyzicel sducation, videor obout zelf
esteem, meseorch obout orgorizatiopgl troining, end
mare, all related o service learming  courses  and
projects. The submizdlons were viewable an an online
aducation platferm called Podlst, which allowed the
public to comment on ond interact with the projects

The Ressarch Sympesium prevides on epperienity far
service |earning students to koke their woek ta the nest
bevel. Participant Koroline Ford submitted & poper about
the histary of the Jaslyn Castle, and when azhed about
the Showeaze she 2oid, “Belng oble o perticipate m
Zhowcooe Waek iz o way for me to celebrate my wffarts.
Toking o service lsarming course, while it iz reworging
and -u'.-ll;.-' to porticipote in, alsp reguires on sstra level of
wark and commitment beeause of the service afforts. The
oppartunity te showease my work allows me to thare my
accomplishments with the UNO cammunity and hepefully
nzpire others to undertoke cervice I.gr'ling wierk of thair

U L RIERITY T MERRA SR A AT DA

Assignment Overview

BT Y T N ey B B o e T
P ey @ hadodog

& Them gapetec CORTEd § Pugd ROy FT9 0 B8 PRETTTS Brd LS Droianmow &
T e L

& e e i R e g e B D vl v ity i AL e
R I Py e il pray gy g 8 e st g

w Ak P A PRl SRy e B P e S ans B e el R
Tl wm b gred ettty D putdwr Fod I T Aol e b adviaaing b oo el
el e

SELF CONEERIEHOW YO

|\




SERVICE LEARNING RESEARCH

By Sanaa Ahmad

Each year, the Service Learning Acodemy (3LA] cedlects survey deta from
students enrolled in service learning courses. These surveys gouge how
sarvics learning impocts students’ pereeptions of the impartance of dvie
engagement, as well a3 their otitude: and behaviors related te dve
Engagement

In crder ta analyze the dota collected from these surveys, SLA teom
members joined together to crects o Datn Committes. Members of
the Data Committes include graduate aszistant: Senaa Ahmed, Al
AlGhaithi, and Groce Wetson, and undergraduste aszistant Habey
Tirmemermans. Each team member eomes from o different backgraund,
intluding dota sclence, mndustriel arganizational pzycholegy, socal
work, and gerantalagy, which allows the committes to bring in different
perspectivez whan werking on a project together,

This year. the Data Committes decided to investigate the relatienship
between service learning pregect issue areas and the shills students
develop throwghout the course of the pregect The SLA highlights s
issun gregg in partnerships with the community: educational suppert.
aconamic sufficiency, snsironmantal stewardchip, heolth ond wellres:,
internatianal zervice, and sociol justice. The purpase of these issue areas
iz to communicate the missian of o cerdice learning project as well os o
understand haw LUND tourses wark with the cammunity.

The Dota Committes alzo sxamined the cignificance of identifying iscue
greos in service learning prajects. Through data analysis, the committes
wint able ta identify weys te strengthen the methodalogy used to identify
project izsue areas, which will allaw Far mere meaningful interpretation
of the data in future research pregeets.

The Dota Committes's findimgs wers prazented at the Annual Service
Leoming Showeose in April, and were submitted for presentetion af the
natianal Engagament Sehalarship Cansartium, which will take place in
Septermber 2021,

The research shows Hre gismpution of prafect ssue oreas in fol 2008

STEPHENSON-HARRINGTON INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

By Wadeline Hagar

Every yuar, the Service Leorning Acodemy focilitotes the Stephenzon-
Harringtan Internzhip [SHI] in partnership with the Geadrich Scholerzhip
Program, Thraugh the SHI program, students serve o3 interns gk kacal
nen-profits where they gain handi-an experience in o field of their
interest. Thiz year, five Goadrich Sehalars participated in the pragram
and served at the Charles Drew Health Center, Nebrazka Enterprize
Fund, Learning for ALL UND's Scheal of Gerantalogy, and UND's Office
of Diversity, Equity, Access, and Incluzian

UND juniar Myamar Oded, o public health major who interned ot Charles
Drew Health Cenber, assisted with the erganizetion’s refuges pragram,
which included develaping a dotabase with resources for refugess in
Omaha. Anether student, Eh Hios Gay, a 2eniar buzinezs adminiztratien
majer ploced ot Nebrazka Enterprize Fund, connected with awners
of locol buzinesses to identify cppartuntiss for the crgonizotion to
collaborate with the busineszes to meet their nends, “These post few
manths warking on the essigred to:k helped me build my confidence
tremendously,” said Gay. | was oble o overceme my fears and come
aut of my shell.”

In addition ta the internzhips, SH| participants olza took part in o weekly
saminar where they lsamed about intersectionol lecderchip, resume

writing, and other professionol development topics. These seminars
alse provided spoce for reflection ond dizcussion oz this year's cohark
participated in the pragram virtually, UNO junicr Akanishyva Chatout,
a melecular and Biomedical bialogy majer warking in UNO's Schoal of
Garontolagy, reflected on the prograrm’s ability te let her try something
mew despite the chollenge: COVID-19 created. "Getting an appartunity
to work an thiz progect was a dream come true,” the 2aid. °| got te read
resegrch ‘orticles, do my own resegrch, and shore my views on tegics
reloted to the impoect of technology on people ot different stoges of life....
Mot enly was | included in discuzsions, but my voice and ideas wers
heard.” Although the pragram had te transition te an ealine farmat this
year, students perievered and bailt their confidence a3 they explored
nEw apportunites

Zince the progrom's inception i 1902, the Stephenzar-Harrington
Internzhip has provided Goodrich Schefars with unique eppertunities
to serve with argonzations that align with their mejor ong nterests,
allowing them o develop as professionals as well as learn mare about
whe they are a2 leaders within the Omahe commisnity.

For mova information sbout the Stephensen-Harangton Infermship
proram, contect Kirster Cose Faller of dcose 28 wnomahaeda,

SUPPORTING ANTI-POVERTY SERVICE LEARNING

By, dlleqra Hardin

Thiz zpring, the Zervice Learning Acodemy L&) hested o Prierity Aregs
Fhare Ot Session to reveal a new addition te the SLA website an coti-
pewerty webpege focwted on providing information and support far
service bearning prajects that work to address paverty. The webpage
prevides definitions, statisties, and project materiale related 1o anti-
powerty werk which were gathered o5 port of the SLA's parinershis
xith tha Campus Compash AmeriCorps VISTA program.

Emphazizing the Imtersection of service learning, educetion, and
pewerty, the webpage serves oz a hub for the SLA's ant-poverty
Imitiative. By visitiag the page, P12 educaters, UNO faeulty members,
ard cammunity partners ¢an gain o better undersbanding of whot anti-
poverty servica learning is and how to get invohed in creting on anti-
powerty service lparning project In addition, the webpage includes a
comprehenzne inventory of project materials to suppert partners n
addreszing paverty thraugh serviee learning.

At the Share Out Sezsion, the SLA: brooder priority areas website was
alzg unweiled, In addition to antpoverty wark, the pricrity ereas include
redlining, micreaggressiens, and gsset-based community engagement
Tegether, theze priority oren: emphasize topics the SLA hapes ta
addrezs through workshops, rezearch, ond service learning projects
For exarple, UNO faculty member Farrah Grant's fetroduction o

Sustainabiity course incorporoted on ontispoverty focused service
Fearning project this spring, Grant noted that while the course regularty
cavers faod inseeurity, she used anti-peverty 2ervice learning to pravide
mare contest,

“Througheut the course, we utilize systems thinking T orofze
phercmana. By kioking ot the intersection: of ervironmaenial justica,
fead, and tranzportation, students wers obie to moke connections
and uhderstand why we zee the patterns that we da,” Gramt sasd.
“It was wery important ta me that students reflect on the structural
mequalities that ereated faed imsecurity and met reinferes an “us ve
themn’ dichetamy.”

Gront shored thaot “students hod o trensfermaticnol  leaming
wiparmnce,’ ond encouraged ather UNO faculty members to get
svedved with service learning related ta the SLA's prierity areas. “Ge
for 12! | find that students are more engaged with the curriculum when
the conteat iz tepleal and local” Grant zaid. *Thiz engogement leads
o a mese meoningful experience for instructors ond student: clike.”

‘Want to learn mare about antrpoverty service lorning? Interested in
shering your own rescurces to contribute to this mitiative? Visit the ZLA
Priority Areas website to get nvotved.

VALUING ASSETS OF SERVICE LEARNING STUDENTS

By LaTrina Hall

Service learning courzes provide students with unique and meaningful
expariences, but students might find it challenging te artieulate the
valuable skifl: and az:sts gained through thase ssperiences. Te address
that challenge, the Serviee Learning Academy [SLA) partnered with
the UNQ Acodemic and Carser Development Ceriter (ACDC) to host
o serws of workshops: |dentifving Coreer Azsetz Through Service
Leaming; Communicating Service Learning on Resumes and Inferviews;
and Wetwarking Through Servies Learning.

The worksheps Foeuzed on uncavering a24ets and zkills ganed from
wervice [sorning experiences thot support students' acodemic ond
coreer goals. Students heord from a penel of service learing comminity
partners, incleding MEiFgrword and the Jozlin At Mugewm: before
participoting in mock interviews with Omaha Home for Boys, Luthesan
Famuly Services, and Beystewn. In addition, students recerved caresr
development resources fram ACDC thot facused on articulating zkills
gatned fram servics learning caurses an resumes and i interviews.

During the workshops, students heard from community partners that
*saft* or *people” skills ore valued just as much as tachnical skills, O
student participant saud, | was surprized to learn that soft skills are 2o
valued by the panelistz=not just that the students have them, but they

walue these skills in themzelves.” Throughout the serle:, participants
brainstarrned waye to highlight the =aft skillz gained through service
learning an theis resumes and during interviews.

First genaration stwedents, or students whose parents did not graduate
from a fouryear university, were aspecially sncouroged to ottend the
sories, 93 compyus research has found that meny of thece students are
net affiliated with a learning community where skill building activite:
are prevalent At o First Gen Days student panel kst fall, UNO students
identified their drive, ambition, and farlly suppart a: asdets they
bring with them ta the wniversity. A student whe ottended one of the
workshaps shared, “| am a first generation college student sa | am
wager to learn more obaut how to morket mysel in the future. | hove o
foir amaunt of wark ond life experience autside of schoc! so 1 hove hed
to uze and market my soft skill:s befare”

The SLA applies an aszet-based appreach to itz engagement with not
enly foculty and community partners, but also students, The workshop
series wos created fo encourage students to valuee the ascets they bring
with them to the eniversity, identify the ozzets they develop in their
service ledrning expertence. ond apply en aszet-bazed lems in their
service learning and community engagement sxperiences,



CHANCELLOR'S AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE LEARNING STUDENTS
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