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Fall of Frost.
By Brian Hall.
2008 368p. Viking, $25.95 (978067001 B666).

This 15 an ambitious and unusual project,
a novel that limits iself o documented mo-
ments of Robert Frosts life, induding actual
dialogue and excerpes from poems and letrers.
Unconcerned with linear progression and
invested in all ab Frosts lide, from childbood
tir aald age, Hall slices the |:r-:|-|.'l'.'. |.':-L|:l|.':ri-_'|1-.-.'.'.
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into more than 100 small chaprers of vary-
ing polnt o vIEW. The cumulative effece is
impressionistic, i dL.'..'.!.::II:Il:. and some stores
burn brighter. Frosts fnendship with an as-
piring poet B rendered with surprising depth
and tenderness, but Frosts r-|.|..1I:|.|.||:|'.|'|:|E| with
his five children proves too complex tor the
novels structure, which never lingers long
on any individual. Frosts unlikely meeting
with Khrushchey receives the most artention,
though it 18 Frosts famously intmate under-
standing of nature that Hall CONVEYS Imost
lucdly: “You were looking west, and the sun
Wik .-1|'|-'|'J.'.". godng down, and ech FANgE Wik
mistier, vaguer than the one in frone of it It
booked as if the ranges, one by one, were going
to sleep, turning to dream.” — Kevin Clousher

Fall of Frost.
By Brian Hall.
2008. 368p. Viking, $25.95 (9780670018666).

This is an ambitious and unusual project, a novel that limits itself to documented moments of Robert
Frost’s life, including actual dialogue and excerpts from poems and letters. Unconcerned with linear
progression and invested in all of Frost’s life, from childhood to old age, Hall slices the poet’s
experiences into more than 100 small chapters of varying points of view. The cumulative effect is
impressionistic, if dizzying, and some stories burn brighter. Frost’s friendship with an aspiring poet is
rendered with surprising depth and tenderness, but Frost’s relationship with his five children proves too
complex for the novel’s structure, which never lingers long on any individual. Frost’s unlikely meeting
with Khrushchev receives the most attention, though it is Frost’s famously intimate understanding of
nature that Hall conveys most lucidly: “You were looking west, and the sun was always going down, and
each range was mistier, vaguer than the one in front of it. It looked as if the ranges, one by one, were
going to sleep, turning to dream.” —Kevin Clouther
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