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amoun of. upporting evidence. His synop is 

of the international negotiations leading up 

to and including the Kyot Protocol is also 

clear and informative. 
Firor closes the climate-change section 

of the book with some general economic 

pre. cription to ensur that the U. . economy 
truly reflects energy prices. He e pouses a 
.revenu -ncmral tax shift whereby the tax 
burden is shifted away from desirable 

economic sectors such as employment and 
onto undesirable sectors (e.g., those that emit 
pollutants and use raw materials wastefully). 
Firor also recommends (a) a new method of 
national economic accounting that would 

record "withdrawals" of raw materials, and 

(b) campaign-finance reform to pry open the
disproportionate g r ip that resource­
consuming industries have on the U.S.
political process.

The final chapter of The Crowded 

Greenhouse outlines two revolutions-an equity 

revolution and an efficiency revolution-that 
the authors argue Western society must 
undergo to solve the issues and ramifications 
of both population growth and climate 
change. The equity revolution, Firor and 
Jacobs n srre s, would, ddres populatio11 i ues 
by ensuring that women and girls . round the 
world have adequate access to health care and 
participation in democratic government. The 
efficiency revolution would maintain our 
economic development and standard ofliving 
while using less energy. Firor and Jacobsen 
conclude both by noting the gains that the 
population and climate-change movements 

have made and by encouraging those who 

wish to work in the population and/ or 
environmental movements not to give up in 
the face of continuing obstacles. 

The Crowded Greenhouse is quite readable 
for environmentally minded newcomers to 
these issues. But Jacobsen and Firor may be 
preaching to the converted, as exemplified by 
their admonishment at the end of haptcr 8 
to "Have a thought. Join the insurrection" 
(page 202). Their book is also heavy on 
general advice and extremely light on 
concrete proposals. At the risk of sounding 
too much like Sun Tzu, there is very little in 
The Crowded Greenhouse that will help 
population and climate-control activists 
outwit their enemies. 

While Jacobsen's principles regarding 
population are reasonable and conciliatory, 
they are also very broad. Her section lacks 
the benefit of her years of work in the 
population movement-namely, some specific 
recommendations of policies that would help 
stabilize population growth here and abroad. 
Firor's section also suffers from similar non.­
specificity. While he rightly points out that 
climate change may have positive effects and 
that studies of the impacts of climate change 

are hindered by great complexity, these 

Jacobsen and Firor may be preaching to the 

converted. Their book is heavy on general 
advice and extremely lig ht on concrete 
proposals. 

uncertainties have already been well 
documented by researchers  in the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
and the U.S. Global Change Research 
Program. What the climate-change debate 
needs is a roadmap for implementing specific 
policy recommendations to reduce 
greenhouse emissions-or, at the least, 
concrete recon1111endations on how to rnove 
the Bush administration toward the 
precautionary principle when dealing with 
global environmental matters. Firor fails to 
provide such a roadmap. 

It would also have been helpful to read 
how Firor would approach the task of 
disarming or disproving the critics of 
evolution and climate change. Instead, Firor 
argues that these critics assume that climate 
change is already occurring. This is mistaken: 
many opponents of climate-change 
mitigation measures such as the Kyoto 
Protocol, clean air legislation, and carbon taxes 
do not proceed from this assumption. Given 
that the present U.S. administration has 
effectively dropped climate change as an issue, 
strong arguments for the fact and full 
consequences of climate change would seem 
essential to the agenda to reduce global 
warming. 

Firor and Jacobsen do encourage those 
working in population and environment to 
study the values and beliefs of those who 
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oppose their efforts and to use any common 
ground to advance their own agendas. This is 
excellent advice, since much anti­
environm.entalist sentiment is grounded in 
either religion or economics, both of which 
are often seen as absolutes. But the advice is 
again very general. For example, Firor 
recommends the removal of natural-resource 
extraction subsidies in an effort to make the 
U.S. economy account fully for the cost of 
using them. However, he does not specify 
which ones should be removed or how this 
might be achieved in the face of almost certain 
indust1y opposition. 

Finally, the bilateral structure of the book 
effectively and unhelpfully segregates the two 
issues of population and climate change, and 
the final chapter fails to bring them together 

sufficiently. By simply prescr ibing two 
revolutions that Western society must 
undertake, Firor and Jacobsen do no more 
than outline the many ways in which solving 
one problem can make an impact on the other. 

But The Crowded Greenhouse is a good 
explanation of these issues for those who 
already acknowledge their importance. The 
breadth of Jacobsen and Firor's passion on 
these topics is impressive, and one hopes that 
their work in these fields continues well into 
the future they envision. 

W 
Elizabeth Chalecki is a research affiliate with the 

Pacific Institute for Studies in Development, 

Environment, and Security. She is also an adjunct 
professor at California State University at 

Hayward. 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 n 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

142 ECSP REPORT · ISSUE 9 · 2003 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Book Review: The Crowded Greenhouse: Population, Climate Change, and Creating a Sustainable World
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1571238256.pdf.1k1uo

