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Changing Acquisition Models

 Print – single selection (a la carte)

 Electronic

 Aggregator

 Publisher packages (bundling or “the big deal”)

 Limited single selection

 Open-Access

 Journals and Collections (Sparc/DOAJ, etc)

 Institutional Repositories

 Resource Sharing (Interlibrary Loan)

 Document Delivery (Pay-per-view)

 70-80% of Acquisition budgets are for journal and 
periodical literature



Scholarly Publishing Industry

 Mergers in the publishing industry have reduced 

“competition”

 Assumption that the demand for scholarly 

information is price-inelastic

 Profit-driven,  not dissemination motivated

 Journal prices overall increase at a rate of between 

7-12% annually 



Publisher Explanation of Price Increases

(Powell, 2011, p.109) 



EBSCO Price Increase Alert Report 2009-2010

Title On Order Format ISSN Previous Publisher Price New Publisher Price Amount Difference Percent Difference

INTERNATIONAL CENTER OF MEDIEVAL ART MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP $      84.00 $     112.00 $       28.00 33.33%

NATURAL AREAS JOURNAL PRINT 0885-8608 $    106.86 $     187.00 $       80.14 75.00%

NEW ZEALAND JOURNAL OF ZOOLOGY - ONLINE ONLINE $    275.00 $     350.00 $       75.00 27.27%

JOURNAL OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY PRINT 1548-1867 $    125.00 $     150.00 $       25.00 20.00%

CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTING RESEARCH - PRINT + ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS PRINT + ONLINE 0823-9150 $    375.00 $     633.00 $     258.00 68.80%

ECONOMIC JOURNAL - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1468-0297 $    249.00 $     675.00 $     426.00 171.08%

JOURNAL OF GLOBAL MARKETING - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1528-6975 $    643.00 $     804.00 $     161.00 25.04%

ORGANIZATION FOR RESEARCH ON WOMEN & COMMUNICATION MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP $      66.86 $     117.00 $       50.14 75.00%

SOUTHERN COMMUNICATION JOURNAL - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1930-3203 $    200.00 $     250.00 $       50.00 25.00%

VITAL SPEECHES OF THE DAY PRINT 0042-742X $      75.00 $       99.00 $       24.00 32.00%

COLLEGE MEDIA REVIEW                                                                                                    PRINT               0739-1056 $      25.00 $       30.00 $        5.00 20.00%

PHILOSOPHY & RHETORIC                                                                                                   PRINT               0031-8213 $      71.50 $       90.00 $       18.50 25.87%

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ETHICS - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 0731-129X $    150.00 $     225.00 $       75.00 50.00%

JOURNAL OF CALIFORNIA LAW ENFORCEMENT - INCLS FREE INDEX PRINT 0449-5063 $      48.73 $       67.00 $       18.27 37.50%

CLEARING HOUSE - ONLINE ONLINE $    130.00 $     156.00 $       26.00 20.00%

JOURNAL OF REHABILITATION PRINT 0022-4154 $      78.00 $       95.00 $       17.00 21.80%

JOURNAL OF STAFF DEVELOPMENT PRINT 0276-928X $      78.30 $     101.00 $       22.70 28.99%

PREVENTING SCHOOL FAILURE - ONLINE ONLINE 1940-4387 $    152.00 $     183.00 $       31.00 20.40%

READING HORIZONS PRINT 0034-0502 $      33.57 $       47.00 $       13.43 40.00%

HARVARD EDUCATIONAL REVIEW - PRINT + ONLINE                                                                             PRINT + ONLINE      0017-8055 $    227.00 $     272.40 $       45.40 20.00%

NASPA JOURNAL - ONLINE                                                                                                  ONLINE              1559-5455 $      36.92 $     231.00 $     194.08 525.71%

PHI DELTA KAPPAN - PRINT + ONLINE - PASSWORD ACCESS - SINGLE CONCURRENT USER                                            PRINT + ONLINE      0031-7217 $      75.00 $       95.00 $       20.00 26.67%

RESEARCH IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH - PRINT + ONLINE                                                                    PRINT + ONLINE      0034-527X $      69.60 $       87.00 $       17.40 25.00%

SCHOOL SCIENCE & MATHEMATICS                                                                                            PRINT               0036-6803 $    125.00 $     250.00 $     125.00 100.00%

JOURNAL OF QUALITY TECHNOLOGY PRINT 0022-4065 $    105.00 $     126.00 $       21.00 20.00%

HYDROLOGICAL SCIENCES JOURNAL = JOURNAL DES SCIENCES HYDROLOGIQUES - PRINT + ONLINE                                     PRINT + ONLINE      0262-6667 $    270.00 $     630.00 $     360.00 133.33%

CRITIQUE : STUDIES IN CONTEMPORARY FICTION - ONLINE ONLINE 1939-9138 $    139.00 $     167.00 $       28.00 20.14%

PLOUGHSHARES PRINT 0048-4474 $      27.00 $       39.00 $       12.00 44.44%

CHAUCER REVIEW                                                                                                          PRINT               0009-2002 $      71.50 $       90.00 $       18.50 25.87%

REFLECTIONS : A JOURNAL OF WRITING SERVICE-LEARNING AND COMMUNITY LITERACY - MD                                         PRINT               1541-2075 $      30.00 $       50.00 $       20.00 66.67%

SOUTHERN REVIEW - LA                                                                                                    PRINT               0038-4534 $      58.00 $       87.00 $       29.00 50.00%

WORDSWORTH CIRCLE                                                                                                       PRINT               0043-8006 $      33.57 $       47.00 $       13.43 40.00%

CERVANTES SOCIETY OF AMERICA MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP $      60.00 $       72.00 $       12.00 20.00%

LETTRES QUEBECOISES PRINT 0382-084X $      41.15 $       61.72 $       20.57 50.00%

GERMANISTIK - WITHOUT BINDER                                                                                            PRINT               0016-8912 $    241.24 $     308.85 $       67.61 28.03%

LETRAS DE DEUSTO                                                                                                        PRINT               0210-3516 $      65.00 $       85.00 $       20.00 30.77%

NEW ZEALAND JOURNAL OF FRENCH STUDIES                                                                                   PRINT               0110-7380 $      31.38 $       41.84 $       10.46 33.33%

JOURNAL OF DRUG ISSUES - PRINT + ONLINE PRINT + ONLINE 0022-0426 $    120.00 $     195.00 $       75.00 62.50%

LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR NEWSPAPER 1084-5283 $    219.60 $     280.32 $       60.72 27.65%

OUT C-W ADVOCATE PRINT 1062-7928 $        9.97 $       19.95 $        9.98 100.10%

POLICY REVIEW - NY PRINT 0146-5945 $      26.95 $       36.00 $        9.05 33.58%

GEOCARTO INTERNATIONAL - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1752-0762 $    419.00 $     559.00 $     140.00 33.41%

PHOTOGRAMMETRIC ENGINEERING & REMOTE SENSING PRINT 0099-1112 $    270.00 $     330.00 $       60.00 22.22%

TERRAE INCOGNITAE PRINT 0082-2884 $      30.00 $     108.00 $       78.00 260.00%

ENVIRONMENTAL & ENGINEERING GEOSCIENCE                                                                                  PRINT               1078-7275 $    180.00 $     250.00 $       70.00 38.89%

EPISODES : INTERNATIONAL GEOSCIENCE NEWSMAGAZINE                                                                        PRINT               0705-3797 $      33.60 $       42.00 $        8.40 25.00%

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS MEMBERSHIP - AGES 70 AND ABOVE MEMBERSHIP $      21.88 $       28.00 $        6.13 28.00%

JOURNAL OF ROMAN STUDIES PRINT $      60.00 200.00 $     140.00 233.333%

MONTANA : THE MAGAZINE OF WESTERN HISTORY PRINT 0026-9891 $      29.00 $       35.00 $        6.00 20.69%

NEVADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP $      43.40 $       62.00 $       18.60 42.86%

FILM COMMENT                                                                                                            PRINT               0015-119X $      29.95 $       35.95 $        6.00 20.03%

JOURNAL OF ROMAN STUDIES - PRINT + ONLINE                                                                               PRINT + ONLINE      0075-4358 $    100.00 $     200.00 $     100.00 100.00%

NORTH AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR SPORT HISTORY MEMBERSHIP                                                                     MEMBERSHIP          $      79.33 $     102.00 $       22.67 28.57%

SOUTHERN STUDIES                                                                                                        PRINT               0735-8342 $      26.86 $       47.00 $       20.14 75.00%

JOURNAL OF ORTHOPAEDIC AND SPORTS PHYSICAL THERAPY - PRINT + ONLINE - SINGLE SITE                                       PRINT + ONLINE      0190-6011 $    330.00 $     405.00 $       75.00 22.73%

COMPUTER ARTS - ENGLAND PRINT 1360-5372 $    130.48 $     156.58 $       26.10 20.00%

OPERA NEWS - PRINT + ONLINE                                                                                             PRINT + ONLINE      0030-3607 $      36.00 $       45.00 $        9.00 25.00%

POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEWER PRINT 0091-3715 $      12.00 $       16.95 $        4.95 41.25%

CONGRESSIONAL DIGEST                                                                                                    PRINT               0010-5899 $      68.00 $       84.00 $       16.00 23.53%

LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE - FRANCE                                                                                          PRINT               0026-9395 $      90.93 $     135.00 $       44.07 48.47%

GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE PRINT 0017-2626 $      48.00 $       58.00 $       10.00 20.83%

JOURNAL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS EDUCATION PRINT 1523-6803 $    109.60 137.00 $       27.40 25.00%

CHRISTIAN CENTURY PRINT 0009-5281 $      49.00 $       59.00 $       10.00 20.41%

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW                                                                                             PRINT               0098-9444 $      29.70 $       35.70 $        6.00 20.20%

OLD TESTAMENT ABSTRACTS                                                                                                 A&I SERVICE         0364-8591 $      26.00 $       36.00 $       10.00 38.46%

COMPARATIVE SOCIOLOGY - PRINT + ONLINE                                                                                  PRINT + ONLINE      1569-1322 $    551.00 $     770.00 $     219.00 39.75%

MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL - PRINT + ONLINE                                                                                    PRINT + ONLINE      0026-3141 $    140.00 $     170.00 $       30.00 21.43%

PLAINS ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP                                                                               MEMBERSHIP          $      55.00 $       85.00 $       30.00 54.55%

ADMINISTRATION IN SOCIAL WORK - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1544-4376 $    685.00 $     856.00 $     171.00 24.96%

JOURNAL OF EVIDENCE-BASED SOCIAL WORK - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1543-3722 $    533.00 $     666.00 $     133.00 24.95%

JOURNAL OF FAMILY SOCIAL WORK - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1540-4072 $    267.00 $     334.00 $       67.00 25.09%

SOCIAL WORK IN HEALTH CARE - ONLINE - SINGLE SITE ACCESS ONLINE 1541-034X $    941.00 $  1,176.00 $     235.00 24.97%

POLICY & PRACTICE                                                                                                       PRINT               1520-801X $    180.00 $     350.00 $     170.00 94.44%

JOURNAL OF AMERICAN DRAMA AND THEATRE PRINT 1044-937X $      24.00 $       32.00 $        8.00 33.33%

SLAVIC AND EAST EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE PRINT $      16.00 $       32.00 $       16.00 100.00%

WESTERN EUROPEAN STAGES PRINT 1050-1991 $      24.00 $       32.00 $        8.00 33.33%



ARL Library Expenditures

(Powell, 2011, p.116) 
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Challenges (UNO)

 Continued decrease in buying power

 Decreased state-aided budget 

 Enrollment – Library fee – materials supplement

 Increased emphasis on research and creativity 
activity

 externally funded research 

 DRU: Carnegie Research Doctoral Research Institution

 Increasing number of graduate/PhD programs offered

 Collecting and utilizing meaningful journal usage 
data



Going Forward (General)

 Appears some publishers may move toward 
“unbundling” and offer ala carte purchasing

 Market pressures appear to be having some affect on 
price increase/inflation

 Continue to watch publisher consolidation

 All Publishers COUNTER compliant?

 Open Access publishing

 Alternative Delivery (JIC to JIT)

 Institutional Repositories

 Accreditation / Tenure Changes?



Going Forward (UNO)

 Evaluate and eliminate duplicate serial titles

 Realign budgets with academic program offerings

 Re-evaluate departmental splits and usage of 

books and serial format usage and 

preference/needs

 Develop systemic assessment and evaluation of 

collection use

 Dialog and communication with faculty and 

administration



Thank you!

Your Thoughts? Your Questions?

adefrank@unomaha.edu

402-554-3924
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