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Good IDEAS!  
Innovation, Design, Experiences, Activities, Synergy 

Wendy Loewenstein, IDEAS Room Coordinator, UNO College of Education, 402-554-3653, 
wloewenstein@unomaha.edu 
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Now that we are fully immersed in the school year, most librarians are working with a variety of 

different schools, teachers, grade levels, content areas, etc. on research projects. There are a 
variety of useful resources to tap into in order to support learners during research season, but 

InstaGrok rises to the top of my list. This is because it not only appeals to a variety of learning 
styles and abilities; but it also focuses on information literacy and visual literacy skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

InstaGrok is a free web and mobile app (iPad/Google Play) that allows students to search a topic 
of interest. After a topic is entered a concept map is generated. Each concept map includes key 

facts, websites, videos, images, and concepts for each subtopic that they can “pin” to their grok to 
build a concept map of information that is focused on their topic. There is a place for students to 
take notes (this comes in handy if students make an account, but an account isn’t necessary). The 

aspect of this site that may be worth its weight in gold is that it can help students narrow down 
their research topic and visualize the relationships amongst other topics.  Last, but not least an 

information literacy skill that is embedded in this site is that when a student is directed to a 
website to use, they are given the option to prove if the website is credible and explain why or 

why not.  Teachers can make an educator’s account to manage/monitor student accounts. This is 
free for the first 30 days or free if you refer three other teachers. Otherwise it is free just for 

exploration and individual accounts that require an email to sign up. Regardless of how you chose 
to access InstaGrok, there is so much flexibility on how you can apply it in any classroom with 
any age group in order to teach research and information literacy skills in an engaging way. So, 

check it out and get “Groking” today! 
 

 

 

 

InstaGrok. 2014. Image retrieved from: http://www.instagrok.com/index.html 
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Things to Consider 

For questions or suggestions regarding the 
UNO L.E.A.D. Newsletter, please contact:  

 
Emily Beasley 
UNO Library Science 
Graduate Assistant 
ebeasley@unomaha.edu  

 

November	
  is	
  Picture	
  Book	
  Month!!	
  

Picture Book Month is an international literacy initiative that celebrates the print picture book during the month of 
November. Founder, Dianne de Las Casas (author & storyteller)www.diannedelascasas.com, and Co-Founders, 
Katie Davis (author/illustrator) katiedavis.com, Elizabeth O. Dulemba (author/illustrator) www.dulemba.com, 
Tara Lazar (author) taralazar.wordpress.com, and Wendy Martin 
(author/illustrator) wendymartinillustration.com, put together their worldwide connections to make this happen. 
Every day in November, there is a new post from a picture book champion explaining why he/she thinks picture 
books are important. In this digital age where people are predicting the coming death of print books, picture books 
(the print kind) need love. And the world needs picture books. There’s nothing like the physical page turn of a 
beautifully crafted picture book. Special thanks to Joyce Wan (wanart.com) for the beautiful logo! 

Join the celebration and party with a picture book! November is Picture Book Month. Read * Share * Celebrate! 
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