























"I have been teaching for 30 vears and | am convinced that technology/computers.
and especially the Internet are unquestionabiy the only tool in education that has
made such a profound difference in my teaching-and student learning.”

5% grade teacher

“The biggest difference between completing my project with the Internet, and penail
and paper is that paper and pencil is boring. On the computer vou have fun and
leam....." 4th grade student

GENERAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE INTERNET IMPLEMENTATION EFFORTS
Several general implications are also apparent from the evaluation process in this final
vear of the 5 vear evaluation.

1) Significant progress has been made in the process of connecting schools and
classrooms to the Intemet, with assistance {rom measures such as LB 452 and
LB 850. Connecting everv classroom in the state with a high speed connection is a
worthy goal and efforts need to continue to meet that goal.

2) Teachers and students are using the resources on the Intemnet in dayv (o dav classroom
operations. Continued staff development in effective use of the Internet in a vibrant. well
coordinated curriculum, should be emphasized by schools, ESUs and teacher preparation
institutions.

3) Internet is becoming a valued tool for educators and students, similarly to
the importance to the nations society in general.

4) Community interest is starting to parallel educational interest.

5) Statewide dialogue, cooperation, and planning are becoming increasingly
important as schools and teachers continually adapt (o [ast changing
technologies.

6) Nebraska continues to play a national leadership role, (o1 example. a recent
Education Week Report {1998) listed Nebraska at the top state for use of the
Internet in education.

SUMMARY

In summary, it was apparent {rom these evaluation implications that Nebraska has
made excellent progress in their effort to integrate the Internet into the K-12 schools.
It should be noted that the effort is ongoing and will continue to be a challenge that
needs Lo be addressed in the state. Connectivity and the use of connected computers
will both continue to change. as technology is causing change in all of our society.

' 1e continued high level of cooperation between many state institutions would seeim
critical to continued progress in the state. Based upon a review of the relevant
literature and status reports from other states, it is also clear that Nebraska is well
ahead of a considerable majority of states in bringing the Internet into the K-12
classroom.

Additional informcation associated with this report can be requested from the followving:
Office of Internet Studies, College of Education, UNOmaha, Omaha, Nebraska 68182
E-mail: kl2eval@2unomaha.edu URL: http://ois.unomalia.edu phone: 102-551-36G79
Dr. Neal W. Topp. Dr. Neal Grandgenett. Dr. Elliott Ostler. Dr. Robert Mortensorn
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