














G) Innovative classroom uses often accessed "non-traditional" classroom 
rc&ources. Most of the innovative classroom acliYities rer::<ned to the Internet 
accessed information which was not typically a\·ailable in otJ1er mediums or school 
based library resources. For example. current pictures of Jupil.er were downloade-d 
by an elementary science class. and daily White House schedules were accessed by 
a hig;h school social studies class. In some classroom acli\ities. these ··non­
�t�r�a�d�i�t�i�o�n�a�l�~� resources also included students in other countries. such as Russiil. 
finland. and Australia. Thus. many of the innm·ative clllssroom uses �i�m�·�o�l�w�~�c�l� 

using; the Internet to secure information not m·ailable. or not readily availllble. fro111 
traditional sources. such as the school textbook or �l�i�b�m�~�·� resources. In addition. 
resources from the traditional sources seemed to be used effecti\·ely ilnd l':isch·. 

7) Teacher and school based grant opportunities appear to be an important 
catalyst to innovation. �M�a�n�~�·� of the teachers iJn-oh·ed in the most innm·atin' a1Hl 
extensive Internet infuse<! classroom �t�~�x�a�m�p�l�c�s� \\'ere involved in p;·ojects runcJe(l �h�~�·� 

�~�r�a�n�t�s�.� These grants inclt1ded national funders. such as the three US Dept. of 
Education Technologv Innovation Challenge grants. as well as National Science 
foundation grants. regional grants. such as the US \Vest Project. ancl stote 
funders. such as the Excellence in Education grants. · 

EXAMPLE TEACHER STATEMENTS RELATED TO THEIR USE OF THE INTERNET 
Many of the teachers across the state of Nebraska had considerable stories based 
upon their use of the Internet in the classroom. Sc\·eral of these are represent eel l1erc·. 
to represent the wide �v�a�r�i�e�t�~�~� of lntemct uses and outcomes obsci\'C'cl within the 
evaluation process. 

"I found a career interest inventory honwpage \'ia the high school's Counseling Center 
homepage. Students were able to access a career interest im·entory i11 order to fi11cl 
out more about how their personal interests. abilities. aptitudes. ancl pnsoJJ<llil\' �t�r�a�i�t�~�'� 

matched up with certain career possilJiliti<·s. Tile pmgram cakulatccl a top tctl list or 
careers for each student based on the input tll;\1 �t�l�w�~�·� tltcnJS<'ln's prm·idcd. Jt prm't'd 
to be motivating. revealing. and fun for all ol tlw sltJdt'tlls. I �\�\�"�(�l�l�i�l�c�l�l�l�i�g�l�l�i�~ �·� nTnJJJJJlt'JHI 
it." �~�)�" �'�' �g�r�a�d�e� Etlglis!J tmciH'r 

'There was this Groundhog Project 1998 that Ill\' t·Llss w;Js im·ol\'cd ill. It <il'illt witll 
learning about weather. etc. It liecl into alllJOSt ('\'l'l'_\' ilSIH'CI or tile ('lliTicllltllll. \\'t' 
were on teams with various schools arouJHl tile world!!! We cotJt;H·ted cacl1 ot!Jcr 
r('gularly via e-mail and the Internet. It was �a�i�>�s�o�l�u�t�<�'�l�~�·� gre<ll! I �O�J�J�]�~�·� \\'h]J I kill'\\' Jllml' 
about creating web pages for our school." 

1" grade tcac!Jcr 

"Student lab groups formed companies to 111<111\lfacture a good b;lr or S0<1p. �T�h�e�~�·� 

searched the Internet to learn how to make the soap. tllell llladc it. grudecl e;1ei1 
other's product. etc. �T�i�l�e�~�·� also made logos for the wrapper of their so<lp. Next �~�T�<�H� \\'t' 

will do this tog:ether with tile business department \vlwn �t�h�e�~�·� clo tl1e �I�n�a�r�k�c�l�i�t�l�~�~� 
project. The busill<'SS stu<leiJls will develop videos for the �a�c�h�T�r�t�i�s�i�l�l�.�~� tile so<lp ... 

· I �I�.�~�.� grade Chemistry tC'aclwr 

"I teach Title l 1\e;Hiiilg. Math. and work with ESL students. Tile i\ir Gu;u·cl wcnks 
with selected classr<H>Ill studenls and teachers. Tile kids correspo1Jd with a �t�e�c�l�d�~�·� 
1><'111" tllat travels <111 0\'t'l. the world. wherever the Gu;1rcl is <lssigJll'<l. Guard �m�e�m�l�w�r�~�;� 

rdl;riJ e-JJJailllll'ssagcs. ;uHI prm·icle cultural. l'('OJJOtlliC'. politiL·aJ. W'ographical. aJHI 
llistoric;d illl<mnaliotl to tile stude11ts. Till' sttldt'llts liSt' this i11fonnatioJJ to stwl\· 
�L�i�i�J�l�J�,�!�.�I�I�<�l�.�~�<�'� i\rts. Scit'IHT. Mathematics. <llld Soci;1l Stlldit·s. 
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-y have been teaching for 30 ye,1rs and 1 am com"in ced tha l. technology/ comput e rs . 
and especially the Internet are unqueslionably the only tool in educni on trlm hi1 s 
made such a profound difference in my teaching-and student 1earninQ.". 

s·: grade teacher 

!he big_gest difference between completing my project with the Intern e t. ;mel pen c1 l 
and paper is that paper and pencil is boring. On the COillj)Uter you 11 ;-t\'C fu11 <1I l <l 

learn ..... - 4th grade student 

GENERAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE INTERNET IMPLEMENTATION EFFORTS 
Several general implications are also apparent from the <'\'illtJ <1tiorl pnH'<' <.:.s 111 tl1i c:. liJ 1<1 l 

~·ear of the 5 year e\·aluation. 

1) Significant progress has been made in the process of connecting schools and 
classrooms to the Internet, with assistann' from IIH' ;lstrrcs sucll as LB 452 ancl 
LB 850. Connecting every classroom in the stz-ltl' will! ;1 l!i:.01 speccJ C'OlliH:'ction is a 
worthy goal and efforts need to continuc to 111<-'Cl tlJat goal. 

2) Teachers and students are using the resources on the Internet i11 cL1\· to daY cLlsc:.ro<llll 
operntions. Continued staff development i11 elltTli\T list· of the lntcmct i11 ;1 \'ibl'illll. ,,-(']] 
coordinated CliiTiculum. should be emphasized h~· ~clwols. ESl~s <llld ll'rlclH·I · prl'p.n.1t1Uil 
iJJStitlltiOilS. 

~~) Internet is becoming a valued tool for educators and students, similarly to 
the importance to the nations society in general. 

4) Community interest is starting to parallel educational interest. 

5) Statewide dialogue, cooperation, and planning are becoming increasingly 
important as schools a1Hl teachers continua]]~· adapt to fast cl1;111ging 
t cc h 11 ologi t'S. 

G) Nebraska continues to play a national leadership role, ror cx;un pk. a J"t' < ·t •Jll 

Education \Vt~ek Report (19D8) listed Ncbraskz-1 at the top stc11e !"or tl:-:.c of the 
Internet in educalio11. 

SUMMARY 
In summary. it was apparent from these e\·aluation i111plicat io11s that Nebraska has 
made excellent progress in their effort to integrate tile I11tenwt i11to tl1e 1\.-12 scl1nol ~:; . 
It should be noted that the effort is ongoing and will contilllll' to lw a challenge tll;Jt 
11eecls to be aclclressecl in the stale. Connecti\'il~' a11cl the use of conJwctecl coJll]Hlln~; 
will both continue to change. as tecluwlo~\' is caltSi11g ciJ<UJgc i11 all of our societ y. 
·• :1e continued high le\'el of cooperation betwct>n 111<111\' state i11stitt1lions \\'OJJ!d ~> l ' l'lll 
critical to continued progress in the state. f3ased IIJHlll il IT\'it'\\' or the reh'\'alll 
literature and status reports from other statt·s. it is illso l'll'ill' tll<1t Nl'l>r;1 s ka is \\Til 
ahead of a consiclcrable majority of states i11 hriii .L~ ill .L~ tlw illll'l"lll't i111o tile K-1 :2 
ciassroom . 

Aclcliiional iTl{onnalion usscx:iCltccl IL'illl tliis report cw1 IJc' U'CflH'Sterl.fi·onJ tlwfollolL'iTl[f 
Office of Internet Studies, College of Education, UNOmaha, Omaha, Nebraska 6tH82 
£ .. lllail: kl2e,·almunomall<u·cltl L'RL: llltp:Uois.tli10li1<11Ia.cclll phone : · 102 - ~):J . J <) () /q 

Dr. Need \V. Topp. Dr. N('(d (;rnndycllclf. Dr. Elliott Ostler. Dr. J~ oiJcrt [\Io rr c nsoll 

7 



U.S. Dept. of Education 

Office of Educational 
Research and Improvement (OERI) 

Date Filmed 
October 15, 1999 


