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SHOW 'EM WHAT YOU'VE GOT: 
EXPOSING FINDING AIDS WITH 

ARCHIVESSPACE
Angela Kroeger

Archives & Special Collections Associate
Criss Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha

Nebraska Library Association Annual Conference
October 15, 2015, Lincoln, Nebraska



OUTLINE

• What ArchivesSpace is and why we chose it

• Demo of both public and staff interfaces

• Questions and discussion



ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AT UNO

• University Archives

• Special Collections (Rare Books and Manuscripts)

• Arthur Paul Afghanistan Collection

• U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel Archives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before 2014 -- Archives and Special Collections at the Criss LibraryUniversity ArchivesSome monographs and serials cataloged in WorldCatSome paper finding aids or inventory lists for some collectionsMany collections with little or no documentation of any kindNo online finding aidsSpecial Collections (Rare Books and Manuscripts)All monographs and serials cataloged in WorldCatSome paper finding aids or inventory lists for some manuscript collectionsNo online finding aidsArthur Paul Afghanistan CollectionEverything cataloged in WorldCatU.S. Senator Chuck Hagel ArchivesAll work done in Archivists' Toolkit



THE NEED

Prior to 2014:
• Some paper finding aids or inventory lists for some collections
• Many collections with little or no documentation of any kind
• No online finding aids

2014:
• Collection inventory project
• Spreadsheet o’ doom – two tiers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The needWhen I first started in Archives & Special Collections, whenever I was given a collection to work on, I tried to do a real finding aid, not just an inventory list. Minimal DACS/EAD knowledge, so I got a lot of things wrong.Still only as Word documents, not available online.New department director Amy Schindler keen to get things online as quickly as possible.Brief, collection-level online finding aid better than nothing.Starting point for future work.



ARCHIVESSPACE

http://archivesspace.org/

• Archivists’ Toolkit and Archon merged to form ArchivesSpace

• DACS compliant archival resource description

• Can output records as EAD or MARC

• Hosted by LYRASIS (or host it yourself)

• New system -- not fully mature, but improving

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ArchivesSpaceBrief overview of what it isMarshall Breeding (2013) notes that archives have different collection management needs from libraries; lists several specialized automated systems for archival collectionsWe selected ArchivesSpace because it was created by the merger of Archivists' Toolkit and Archon, two of the most popular, widespread archival automation products.Open sourceHosting options available with LYRASISArchivesSpace is still new and feels like a beta system in many ways, but it is getting better.Example: at present, ArchivesSpace does not handle containers and shelf locations very well, but Yale is developing a container plugin, which will eventually be incorporated into ArchivesSpace. Small staff, but they are attentive to customer comments and respond quickly.

http://archivesspace.org/


ARCHIVESSPACE MEMBERSHIP

http://archivesspace.org/members

• As of October 2015, out of 251 members listed, only 10 have links 
to live systems or implementation blogs

• UNO’s implementation (hosted by LYRASIS): 

http://unomaha-public.lyrasistechnology.org/

• Virginia Military Institute, VMI Archives (running their own system):

http://archivesspace.vmi.edu/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of October 8, 2015, I noted 251 institutions on the ArchivesSpace member list (http://archivesspace.org/members), but only 10 of those displayed hyperlinks to live systems or implementation project blogs. That's just to show that this is still a new system, not yet deeply entrenched.Virginia Military Institute good example of a very well developed implementation. (We're hosted; they're not. They've got their own developers on staff, as I understand.)ArchivesSpace membershipMembership not required, but there are advantages to paying to become an ArchivesSpace memberRates are on the ArchivesSpace website; cost is based on institution size.Members can:Vote on the boardVote on priorities for developmentSubscribe to support listservAccess trainingSupport development of the productNon-members can still download and use ArchivesSpace, and get support from other sources, like the SAA list.LYRASIS membershipBy contract, we cannot share any information on costSelected LYRASIS because Amy had worked with them before and had positive experienceWe paid for them to handle our data migrationMigration of Hagel from Archivists Toolkit was straightforwardLYRASIS wrote a script to migrate the data from our spreadsheetLYRASIS provides our hosting and support, including training videosLYRASIS manual is better than the ArchivesSpace manual

http://archivesspace.org/members
http://unomaha-public.lyrasistechnology.org/
http://archivesspace.vmi.edu/


LOADING DATA INTO ARCHIVESSPACE

• Hagel Archive data from Archivists’ Toolkit imported into 
ArchivesSpace

• Hagel Archive is still closed to the public, so this is not visible on our 
public site

• University Archives and Special Collections data from Excel 
spreadsheet

• “Tier 1” collections -- about 160 collection-level finding aids (really, 
placeholder records) created from inventory spreadsheet

• LYRASIS wrote the software to migrate data from Excel.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Loading data into ArchivesSpaceHagel Archive data from Archivists' Toolkit was imported into ArchivesSpace. Went smoothly.Still closed to the public, so not visible on the site.For University Archives and Special Collections, we did a big, quick, dirty collection inventory, and then I created an Excel spreadsheet of about 160 collection level "finding aids" (really, placeholders).One of the benefits of being hosted by LYRASIS was that they wrote the software to migrate our data from Excel.Overall, went smoothly. We did have to reload the data once, due to some entities generating Subject records when they should have been Agent records, but that was our fault, not LYRASIS’s.



POST-MIGRATION CLEANUP AND 
ENHANCEMENTS

• Personal/corporate names as creators, sources, and 
subjects—same agent record for all

• Library of Congress subject headings

• Art & Architecture Thesaurus genre headings

• “Tier 2” collection-level finding aids, created directly in 
ArchivesSpace

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CleanupPersonal/corporate names as creators, sources, and subjects--same agent record for allLibrary of Congress subject headingsAAT genre headings



ROUTINE AND ONGOING WORK

• New materials accessioned directly into ArchivesSpace

• Record creation walkthroughs on our staff wiki

• Student workers are adding inventory lists to existing finding 
aids

• Still a work-in-progress, but growing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OngoingNew materials are accessioned directly into ArchivesSpaceRecord creation walkthroughs on the wikiStudent workers are adding inventory lists (box and folder) to existing finding aidsStill a work in progress, but it is growing



DEMO, DEMO! LET’S GO!

• This is what you came for, right?

http://unomaha-public.lyrasistechnology.org/

• Public Interface

• Staff Interface

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let's look at our public site: http://unomaha-public.lyrasistechnology.org/Tabs across topSearchHarry DuncanHarold Chenoweth Film CollectionResource recordSide navigationNested componentsBreadcrumbs for nested componentsStrange: Digital object is linked to component, so it looks like two separate records for the same thing.Now let's look at the staff interface (log in and show)Minor bug: doesn't retain my preferred repositoryBrowse AccessionsLinked to resource recordOption to spawn resource record from accession recordSubjectsFacets limit to source or typeAgents e.g.: UNO Office of Business and FinanceLinks to related agentsLinks to accessions, resources, archival objects, etc.Tangent: Those of you who are catalogers reading up on BIBFRAME and wondering "yeah, but what does linked data actually look like?" here's your answer--this is linked data. This isn't BIBFRAME, but I imagine BIBFRAME could end up working similarly to this.e.g.: Les ValentineEvent recordSearchOddity -- keyword searches will pick up records that do not appear to contain the keyword, because some linked record (such as an agent or subject) does contain that keyword.e.g.: Search for "Williamson" brings up "Hugh P. Cowden Papers," which has no reference to "Williamson," but which is linked to the agent record for the UNO Department of Communication, which in turn is linked to the agent record for Mary Ellen Williamson.Switch to test repositoryCreate accessionCreate eventSpawn resourceCreate instanceIf time, log into wiki and show walkthroughs

http://unomaha-public.lyrasistechnology.org/


QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
Angela Kroeger

Criss Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha
akroeger@unomaha.edu

402-554-4159
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