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Song Tutorial:
In The Springtime, Betty Jackson King

Tutorial created by Matthan Mrkvicka



LINK TO MUSICAL SCORE

Please download the pdf score from: The score is available for purchase as a part 
of the collection Art Songs & Spirituals by African-American Women Composers

https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/art-songs-and-spirituals-sheet-music/4558416?d=sem_sidecar&popup=false&d=sem_sidecar&popup=false&country_code=USA&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&adpos=&scid=scplp4558416&sc_intid=4558416&d=sem_ggl_%7bcampaign_id%7d_&gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10D9X-ZTmh8IjhsgTRBHX__lKBCYuuuIuH-UcfQh1S7iToYBmL3ryRwRoCf9oQAvD_BwE


Who was Betty Jackson King

Betty Jackson King (1928-1994) was renowned as a composer, arrange, clinician, and church 
musician. King pursued careers in composing and teaching and served as a choral conductor-
clinician and lecturer in churches and universities. Betty's arrangements of "Calvary, It's me, O 
Lord," and the "Art Song" or "Springtime" were recorded in 1994 by Videmus™ on Watch and 
Pray, Spirituals and Art Songs, by African-American Women Composers, released by Koch™ 
International Classics.

Some resources:

The African American Art Song Alliance

BettyJacksonKing.com

Betty Jackson King also composed music for choirs! Some of her works are featured in the link 
below.

Beyond Elijah Rock: The Non-Idiomatic Choral Music of Black Composers

https://artsongalliance.org/composers/betty-jackson-king
https://www.bettyjacksonking.com/African-American-composer-chicago-il.html
https://www.mlagmusic.com/research/beyond-elijah-rock


STEP 1: Reading, listening, and speaking to the text in 
rhythm

Utilizing your score, follow along with the following audio files, my metronome is 
set to 90bpm:

Track with metronome Track without metronome


Springtime-text and metronome 

null

96.312




Springtime-text no metronome

null

75.96





STEP 2: Learning the Melody line

Use the following recordings to assist in learning the melody. You may try to learn 
the melody on a neutral syllable (dee, dah, etc), or you may find for your learning 
style that is easier to try and sing the text as you learn the pitches and rhythms of 
the melody.

Track with metronome Track without metronome


Springtime-Melody with metronome 

null

118.608




Springtime-melody

null

122.616





Step 3: Putting rhythm, melody, and text together

Use the previous tracks to sing rhythm, melody, and text together. 



Step 4: Singing with the piano line

Template to use:

This recording includes both the vocal track and the piano track. You are able to 
hear the melody track while you sing with the piano accompaniment.



Step 5: Singing with the piano line only

This recording takes away the vocal line melody. This step will challenge your 
melodic independence.



Step 6: Practice and then record/submit your audition

Practice with these tracks until you are secure in your learning and memory. 
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