UNIVERSITY JOF
e ras University of Nebraska at Omaha

Omaha DigitalCommons@UNO

Criss Library Faculty Proceedings &

Presentations Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Library

1-2022

Charting Our Path: Celebrating 50 Years of Black Studies

Claire Du Laney
University of Nebraska at Omaha, cdulaney@unomaha.edu

Paul Jensen
University of Nebraska at Omaha

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibfacproc

6‘ Part of the Library and Information Science Commons
Please take our feedback survey at: https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_8cchtFmpDyGfBLE

Recommended Citation

Du Laney, Claire and Jensen, Paul, "Charting Our Path: Celebrating 50 Years of Black Studies" (2022).
Criss Library Faculty Proceedings & Presentations. 137.
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibfacproc/137

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open

access by the Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Library at

DigitalCommons@UNO. It has been accepted for

inclusion in Criss Library Faculty Proceedings &

Presentations by an authorized administrator of r
DigitalCommons@UNO. For more information, please @

contact unodigitalcommons@unomaha.edu.


http://www.unomaha.edu/
http://www.unomaha.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibfacproc
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibfacproc
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibrary
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibfacproc?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fcrisslibfacproc%2F137&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1018?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fcrisslibfacproc%2F137&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8cchtFmpDyGfBLE
https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8cchtFmpDyGfBLE
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/crisslibfacproc/137?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fcrisslibfacproc%2F137&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:unodigitalcommons@unomaha.edu
http://library.unomaha.edu/
http://library.unomaha.edu/

Nebraska

Omaha

CHARTING OUR PATH

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF BLACK STUDIES

(0) | UNO LIBRARIES

‘;,

w b -
i

Courtesy of the Omaha World-Herald, November 12, 1969, Student Unrest Collection,
UNO Libraries’ Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

“Charting Our Path: Celebrating
50 Years of Black Studies”
celebrates the 50th anniversary
of the University of Nebraska

at Omaha’s Department of
Black Studies. Created through
student activism and community
involvement, and encountering
periods of challenges, UNO's
Department of Black Studies
remains one of the oldest

Black Studies departments in
the country. This traveling
exhibit highlights important
moments in the department’s
history including its origins in
the 1960s, institutional

conflict, and triumphs of a
thriving department.

ltems reproduced here are
primary sources, materials made
during specific time periods.

The materials may refer to
individuals, groups, and events

in ways that may be considerec

upsetting, offensive, or obscene

today. Cultural heritage

)
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1971-2021
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repositories such as archives,
libraries, and museums are not
neutral spaces and should not be
considered unbiased authorities
of historical data.

“Charting Our Path: Celebrating
50 Years of Black Studies” is
part of a cooperative project
of the UNO Libraries and the
Department of Black Studies.
Support has been provided by
UNQ'’s Strategic Investment

in Social Justice, Inequality,
Race, and Class initiative, UNO
Libraries, and the Department
of Black Studies. This exhibit is
funded in part by Humanities

Nebraska and the Nebraska
Cultural Endowment.

This traveling exhibit was

curated by Claire Du Laney,
UNO Libraries’ Outreach
Archivist, and researched in
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Libraries’ student worker.
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On November 10, 1969, students known as “The Omaha 54"

held a peaceful protest in the office of UNO President Kirk Naylor.
The students were arrested and charged with unlawful assembly.

Omaha’s Black community supported the students, bailed them
out of jail, and engaged in the ongoing fight for Black Studies courses

at UNO.

The Department of Black Studies at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha is a direct legacy of this activism and sacrifice. It remains
one of the oldest Black Studies departments in the country.
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President Naylor gives statement to UNO students

Courtesy of the Omaha World-Herald, November 13, 1969, Student Unrest Collection,
UNO Libraries’ Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Black Studies was rooted in
activism as students voiced
concerns about the unfair
treatment of Black students,
faculty, and staff, and the
dearth of courses that focused
on Black history and culture.
These concerns were largely

ignored. On November 10, 1969,

some of UNQ’s Black students,
including members of the
student group Black Liberators
for Action on Campus (BLAC),
peacefully protested in the office
of President Kirk Naylor. The
students, known as the Omaha

54, were arrested. They were
bailed out by Black community
members and organizations,
including the NAACP, the Urban
League, Wesley House, Ernie
Chambers, and others.

This sit-in was part of a larger
national demonstration of
campus unrest, encompassing
activism from San Francisco State
University to Cornell University.

't sparked conversations and
heated debates about what

Black Studies should, and could,
encompass on college campuses.
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BLACK STUDENTS DEMAND FOR ACTION

TO:
FROM: THE

WHAREZAS,

O YEARS OF BLACK

DOCTOR NAYLOR, PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT CMAHA
MEMBERASHIP OF BLACK STUDENTS FOR ACTION ON CAMPUS -

BLACK STUDENTS AT UNO ARE APPALLED BY THE CONTEMPT-

ABLE ATTITUDE EXHIBITED BY KZY ADMINISTRATIVE PXRSONNEL

WITH THEIR PATRONIZING

SMILZS AND NEGATIVE

ATTITUDES

TOWARD JUSTIFIED BLACK STUDENT REQUESTS: AND

WHEREAS,

BLACK STUDENTS HAVE EXPERIENCED THIS CONSIDERABLE

ANGUISH IN THZIR THWARTED ATTEZMPTS TO FUNCTION WITHIN
THE CONFINES OF ESTABLISHED POLICY AND RULES IN DHAL-

INGS WITH ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL;

AND. . .

BLACK STUDENTS ARE PRUSTRATED TO THE POINT OF OUT-
RAGE BY THE GROSS INCOMPETANCE AND MERCENAHY INSHNSI-
TIVITY DEMONSTRATED BY THEZ DIRECTOR OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES

AND HIS STAFF WH:ZEN THEY
LING OF BLAC'S SOCIAL FUNCTION,

MOST RECENTLY FUMBLIED THE HAND-
THUS CULMINATING A

RISING TIDE OF BLACK STUDENTS RESENTMENT IN A UNIFIED

DEMAND FOR ACTION; THEREFORE, BE IT. . .

HEREBY, RESOLVED THAT BLACK STUDENTS JOIN TOGETHER

ULATING THEIR COMMON DISSATISFACTIONS WITH

IN ARTIC=-
THY ATTI=-

TUDES AND ACTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATION; AND BE IT. . .

HEREBY,

FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THESE COMMON GRIBVANCES BE

ENUMERATED IN PART AS A LIST OF MINIMUM DZMANDS AND
PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THIS UNIVERSITY FOR

HIS INMEDIATE ACTION; AND BE IT. .

HEREBY,
PRESIDENT TO ACT WILL BE MET WITH:

l. A BLACK STUDENT BOYCOTT OF ALL UNIV#ARSITY
ALL VEDERAL AND

2. A DEMAND FOR THE WITH-HOLDING OF

FURTHER RESOLVED THAT A REFUSAL ON THE PART

07 THE

FIUINCTIONS .

STATE FUNDS UNTIL APTER AN INVESTIGATION OF

DISCRIMINATORY

PRACTICES IN HIRING

AKD A CLOSE

REVIEW OF THE FUND PROGRAMMING SO CALLED BLACK

. STUDIES FPROGRAN.

A REQUEST THAT THE MILITARY REVIEW ITS APPROVAL
OF THIS SCHOOL FOR THE BOOTSTRAP PROGRAM IN

ABSENCE OFF PROFPER PROGRANMING.

ON NOVEMBER THE STl, 1969, THE MEMBERSHIP DO£S UNANANOUSLY SO RESOLVH.

/Ja.WJ.f hf
HARRY MCGUIR
VICE PRESIDENT

7
A riihons
ROBER r’i;: HONORE,

PRESIDENT

e

JENNIPER SCOTT, TREASURER

( T
X I": e ‘/-’ R ¢ ._ ’\. K i ( o
: . o

“Black Students Demand for Action.” November 5, 1969,
Student Unrest Collection, UNO Libraries’ Archives and
Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.
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who sat-in at the office of UN-O
president Kirk Naylor last Nov-
ember 10th, guilty.

Cropper, who had intended to
fine all the students, COmMPro-
mised by fining Robert Honore,
group spokesman, $50; while
Carl Sullivan, a participant ia the
sit-in was fined $15. Martin Can-
| non, Defense atlomey, argued
that if all students were fined
each would have to enter an ap-
poal which would bave cost over
$5.000.

The compromise will make ap-
peal less costly while providing
for a test of the 19069 Legisla-
ture's anti-riot law under which
| the group was charged. Cropper
agreed to six months probdation
for the other 51 students He
noted that successful completion
of probation terms would allow
the court 0 remove their oob-
victions from the record

The sppeal by Honore and
Sullivan to the next higher court
would also remove the convie-
tion as well as the fine and pro-
bation if they are successful in
presenting their, case before a

yury trial om 2 |
O "
‘ a4 ‘//¢7“

Courtesy of the Omaha Star, “UN-O 54
Found Guilty.” June 4, 1970, Student
Unrest Collection, UNO Libraries’
Archives and Special Collections,
University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Images reproduced here are from
the UNO Libraries” Archives and
Special Collections. The petition

from BLAC made clear the

demands presented to Naylor.
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Courtesy of the Omaha World-Herald, November 12,
1969, Student Unrest Collection, UNO Libraries’
Archives and Special Collections, University of
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“UNO 54" BLAC (Black Liberators for Action on

Campus) Sit-In Related Documents, 1969-1970, scrapbook,
Kirk Naylor Papers, UNO Libraries” Archives and Special

Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Newspaper photos and headlines
chronicles the sit-in, arrests, and
trial while the scrapbook shows

materials gathered by Naylor
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KIRK.NAYLOR
PAPERS

and his office about the events.
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| experienced some difficulty trying to scan these codes. A
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or putting them on opposide edges of the banner to make

scanning them easier. Also suggest to label all QR codes with
their destinations.
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Dean William Gaines, Black Studies Chair Melvin Wade, and Dean John

Blackwell. Tomahawk, Winter 19/0-19/71, UNQO Yearbook Collection, UNO
Libraries” Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

The first years of Black

Studies were overshadowed

by curriculum debates,

budget tension, and conflict
over administrative support.
During the first two years,
communication broke down
between the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences, the Dean
of Academic Affairs, and the
Black Studies department chairs.
Allegations were made that
other college units refused to
cross-list Black Studies classes
and that space and personnel
were intentionally denied to the
department.

Milton White, Chair of the
Black Studies department,
The Gateway, Vol. 71, No. 24,

November 19, 1971 UNO
Libraries” Archives and Special

Collections, University of
Nebraska at Omaha.

Things reached a crisis point in
1972 when Black Studies chair
Milton White accused Dean
William Gaines of Academic
Aftairs of racist and paternalistic
practices. An Investigation

was called for, and a one-

man factfinding mission was
authorized. The People’s Regent,
a community and student activist
group, became involved when the
calls for a committee, instead of
a single person, to investigate
White's allegations went

unheeded. Gaines was acquitted
and White left UNO shortly after.
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To: Dean Gaines and Dean Hlaclwel™ UNV FEB %1971

S
Froms Molvin Wada ARCHkvE DEANM, ACADEMIC
fFAIRS OFFICE

el . , 4 1.0,
He: FPlansa for Black Studies at the Univereiiy of Nesraska a* (m=ha.

This paper will outline gererel aips. neceasary resowrced apparenbt obstacles
and deglred admirristrative structure for Rlack Studfes.

Firay, T would like to Teview those gonoyal aips which I sce. The firat and
Toremost comsideration or aim in my own mind ie developing & top-quality ourriculum.
My scoond aim is to develop a curriculwmn 10 prepare all studernts, black, white, red,
brown, or othexr, Lo aid in tae reduction of racial tensions ‘n the sacievwy. 1 have
other aimes but they are subordinate to these two.

As 1 interpres the major aima o2 Dear Gaines from our Ziscussions, the primary
aim is to develop a nodel for Black Stucies waich derives muxi=um services [(rom
“minimum finances. Thals is undersvandable eince time and again we hava been ime
precsed with the Zact of constricted buiystiry casabd ities., Tns secondary aim .
articwlated by lean Gainesn has seemed tc 98 e recessity of responding to com-
munity pre:ssuies. Dezn Oaines appea=s to be mos:t censitive to the pressures he
-Isenges from <he slatle legislatire, the governor, tae -egents, and the masges of
people it Nebrassa, wno xay be unifoomed &n: philosephiceily opposed to Black
o _sStudies. Anoitaor sourse of pressuzes in tae faoulty ok Dean Gnines secs as Uw
opposed to Blask Studics (at least at tare Acoartnental level) beocause of concern |
over being deprived of funds nseded for Uelr ¢wn ouecalons, Ay owil peiut of
I view 18 thet cur faculty could o= sold on 2 Black Studies cdepartrent ~hrough the
| advocacy of the adrdnistration anc nyself, or the advocacy of tha Black students,
Black facul<y and myself.

A Timal sowrce of pressvresis the Black studernts. Tho most pressing concern
related to Black studenta appesrs to be their pacification. The tertiary 2ia
which 1 inteprot from Dezn Gaines i3 respordirg o tae needs o’ Pleck students.
These needs are believed by Desn Gaines to ba: first, developing of Black aware-
ness, i.e. "revitalizavion of a2 cameged ego;¥ ascons,demornssra-ior of frendship
on the part of the ueiversity; and taZrd, temporary sosistance in nelping Black
stuconly adjust to the university. %ov. %hera are ur.couctedy otaer aimg perceived
by Dean Caines but T judge these to o nost aroxinent., If I anm correct in this
assessnont of ganersl alms, I believe the rodel with the admin‘straztive structure
that I propoge is the ome way to approacn setig”ying =il these general aims.

Second, I would like to discuss the needied resocrces for the success of Blaok
Studies as I perceive trem: (a) adrinistrative nechanisn. 'This is aanily the
most imporiant resouwrce & Black Studies currZculum can have. In the long Tun,
this is woere the gaine of the acsderic prosran widl be wer ¢p ~ost. The right
type of administrative mechkunism in our case, & ceparcrant - offere B.ack Studies
the opportunity to overcome other disadvantegea corfrenting the curriculum; (b)
funds. A4t the second annual coaference on Slacs Stud-es aponsored by the In-
stitate of the Black World, Or. Vincent Earzirg, the Institute's Diroctor,
mentioned this as the most prossing prov.esm eccordirg to Slack Studien directors
!.‘iEI'UIG“:" Black Studies ror mny cither rew d’seisline can esurvive withoutl kigh rank
in the w=iversity's acale of priorities; (¢) curricuium.

/4

lan for Black Studies at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha,” February 5, 1971, page 1 of 3, Department of

Black Studies Records, UNQO Libraries’ Archives and Special

Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.
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ovember 17, 1971
Te: Canancellor Blackwell ARCHIVES

From: JMilton White

- N
‘Colioc's 0\

This concerms my urgent visit to you of Novemoer 16, 1971, You will
recall that I requested of you a definite date for epatial consolidation
of the Black 3tudies Department. You said you would not be forced into a
coumitment, I reminded you that s would be a "re-commitment” because
you had already given your word, over a oonta ago, that we would gain
acocess to the additional opace at that time,

1 came to you in good faita, givaing you an opportunity to keep your
word a3 a man and bto perform in the spirit of administrative integrity.
Since I have always been upright with you, I expeoted sucan consideration.
But I got from you only an impreagion that the same racist, reactionpary and
paternalistic force that xeeps owur school from tnuy fulfulling {ts moral
comrd tment to Blacxk Studies is8 oxerting an inordinate pressures on you,

You asked me why ] wae fasting on liquid, I told you it was in anti-
cipation of commmity struggle. I also indicated that when this concept
of commnity reached to my university relavionsnip, I would advise you.
Ao a man of my word L now inform you that our treatment at the hands of one
{inaensitive adminiostrator in particuiar, and racist groupings in general,
15 oo severe that I ocan no longor limit this community stiruggle to its purely
civio scope,s, T must now consider that whatever emotional discipline and
political resourcefuinesse I hope % achkieve by faating now involves our

atruggle to achieve a meaningfl Black Studies Program with Blacks meanipgfully

participnting in decisiornzaking, not Just eitting around as houseboye,
wondering whether you will kKeep your word.

Our want ia simple and ressonable as (1) full and immediate restoration
of our budget (2) application of yowr executive influence to combat the
raciom effectively repisting presentation of Black Studies courses and (3)
action to allow conmencament of our 8spaoe consolidation by Monday, November
20,

At that timo I will invite Black otudents, faculty and administrators,
hore and on our Lincoln campus (wihere there ies already large discontent
for the report that Nebras<a ranks number 50 among the United Statee in the
national comsdunent to oinority higher education) in this fast, in either of
two lovels of discipline (1) the full, indefinite fast in which I will be
participating or (2) a support self-cenied in whioch I simply ask Blacks
and other people of good will t0 forego the meal they would ordinarily take
on the two ocampuses %0 contribute the money they would ordinarily pay for
it to a epecial Black Educationnl Development Fund. Thies fund would finance

‘UNO Moral Commitment to Black Studies,” November
17, 1971, page 1 of 2, Department of Black Studies

Records, UNO Libraries” Archives and Special Collections,

University of Nebraska at Omaha.

The documents here illustrate the

early struggles the department
faced for legitimacy from other
university departments. The first
two chairs of the department,
Melvin Wade and Milton White,
experienced deep frustration

at the lack of progress and
resources in building the
department. The situation in the

Vs U Blacawo Ll Un Jvalauva J/ :’ ‘{s! D* o]l 404/ v,
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Our student group, Blaok Minority Interest Actlen Committee en Cumpus, 14
greatly €isturbad about the University'a actlen councerring the re-erpley-
mont of Aleane Carter, Blsok Hlate:ry Tcacher. Same of us wWere students in
hor classes both semeatera and wo amigreaviy éisappelnied thad en unjust
declsion has been handed dewn by vaov adxlulatration in regarés te ner po-
aiticne.

We feel thet this action 1s indicative o the University's lnsensitivencas
towards thelr respenaloility %o the Hiack comnunity in provicing an eau-
cation that will be relevant to their ne¢sds. Secenialy, thoae of us wWho
wore students in her clilaan dliscovered hor 4o e a blsck weman truly preud
of her heritage nnd hiastery and hicaly capabie of expounding &néd explaln=-
inz seme in the clasaroem, beinz unalreld of the "truth hurting”" seme whe
mieht find it offensive te liearn of the asltuations that were not exuctly
pleasant te thelr edra. '

Mran. Carter came eout of the black comwunity, a precuct of the University
2f Ommha, and a native of thia arwa, Ccuncil Bluffa, Iowa, aluter city
ta Omaha, Nevraika. Therefore not only 1o she cupabis of reluating to tLhe
black asltuatien out te the hluck proeblema 4nd condltlons of our ewn par-
tioular clvy. Under these circumstand2s ihe ternination of Mrs. Carter
s & Slack History tealher has pravoked many of us to formulats oome
type of pesitive actioen 1in henalf eof her suprors.

There has been a guestien reiaed as to her agualifliceanticn. If she was
qualified to teiach Biack Hlstery last yeapr and did engége 1n teechling
it, how 18 1% thet she.ls suddenly ot jualifiow this year? The,e wao
mention of the budget but yetl & fuli-tige svalf member was epgaged in
her place. BMIACC 1s eof 1he opinien thay the remaval ef Mrs. Cartepr
Waés & atratezic meve pn the par< of tne whkite adminlatruvion te nake
sure that, Biack History weuld be taucnt oy a "whRlte administraticn
picked biack peryon”alnce irs. Carter cano rocemmenied frem th black
community during the Black $54 zuss arrests and unrest peried, through
an ed placed in the black community's only newapapor, the Omaha Star,
last year. : .

All of this Univereity actien clearly Llndlicates that the white adminis-
tration'o pesture of woed will toward tho biuck comminity was evidently
net sincere but waa enacted aa & rosuil of pressure, with Mrs. Carter
veing "uszed" te appease the black etuients and community for the time
belnge. She was rnot even pglven the professiensl er cemmen courtesy of a
lotter or terminatieon ef Ler nervicos. woe fesl that the white adminls-
tratlon with thls step 19 regresalty instead of progresusing. As students
interested 1n black studies and culturo, we firmly demand the pre~hiri

of Mra. Carter s a Zull-time faculty moxver an the staff at UNO., We
will ocompromise fer nething lese an a BElack listery teacner.

If the wihite adminiatration Lurns a deaf car to our demandn, we will then
without 2 doubt know that the white adxinistration fully intends te exer-
ciae white contro. ever our Black Studiez susgjoote und teachers. Undep
these circumstances the black coxmunity and our ewn parisicular greup will
00 forced to enguge in aotivitlies that will promete and advance the cause
of black poeple, expose white racicm at tne Univernity, and at tho same
time proteoting students and teachers from unjuet and ahabby treatment at
the the Univeraity.

Yours in the Caves, /"I oo
5:‘: I‘J-Lcc-“"".\'ﬁ ad reay Mavi™luwad v 8 wvvrnw

“Black Minority Interest Action Committee on Campus
letter to Dr. Blackwell, May 12, 1971, Department of Black

Studies Records, UNO Libraries’ Archives and Special

Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Johnson - Chapman

University, and it was suggested, end=i=came=oxd, that the Board
having met and asked for, a Fact Finding Inquiry by someone of .
experience and competence, 1 was elected, not over some ;:gpngs-
tiem, however; but at the Board level 1t was unanimous and waed.

it was also stated that I should use my best Judgment as To how
this particular inquiry would be conducted, and I concluded that
in view of the number of people involved, and the fact that it was
going to be entiiii%_voluntary on the part of persons who wished
to testify, the e-taJ:::L would ove persons themselves, unaccom-

panied by counsel, The record shows it, that there will be a
trenscription and that transcription wlll become the property of
the Board of Regents and I am not to meke any recommendatlons but
to make such findinge as I deem to be relevant but in light of the

inquiries that I have made,
Now, are there any questions that you would like to ask me

right now. These would be what we are going to do this morning.

Chapman: One comment is, that your investigation here this
morning, then, will culminate in a statement of facts, based upon
the situation which will be made to the Board of Xegents. Then
the decision as to the outcome of those particular facts and the
resultant decision regarding the two individuals in question then,
will be made specifically by the Board of Regents.

Johnson: They say two or more individuals, as this 1ls

involved.

I have been appointed to serve a particular task, to pre-
pare some findings based upon these interviews that I hold, and
those findings become the property of the Board., The Board, then,
will act, they can ignore my findings, and say they made a mistake

in determining that I had competence to do the job.
Chapman: Will the comments made here thls morning, then be

kept in confidence with yourself and the Board of Directors -

“Fact Finding Investigation- Dr. George M. Johnson,” March
23, 1972, page 2 of 14, Department of Black Studies

Records, UNO Libraries’ Archives and Special Collections,
University of Nebraska at Omaha.

early 1970s became so fraught
that White began a hunger strike.
Despite the turbulent beginning,
the department grew throughout
the 1970s. Read full accounts of
these and other events chronicled
here by scanning the QR codes,
which will take you to the UNO
Libraries’ digital collections.
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF BLACK STUDIES

June 16, 1984

Mr. Chairman and Members of the University of Nebraska Board of Regents:

[t 15 with a profound sense of sorrow that [ address you this morning. Only
two months ago the Chancellor of U.N.D. withdrew fram your agenda and from
your consideration a recommendation tnat he had made at your Marcn meeting
that calied for the elimination of certain budget {tems, among which was the
controversial proposal to elimfnate the Hlacx Studies Department and replace
it with a Black Studies Program. He withdrew the proposal because “,..the
Dudgetary rationdle for tnese items Lis) no Tonger present ..."(see Exnibit
\U_— Excerpt from the Minutes of the Regents' Meeting of April 16, 1984)
Wnile ne Jid indicate that he reserved tae rignt to Dring tese
recomnendations vack to you at a later date, ft 1s absolutely
jlncunprulzensiule tO Us that he nas done so at tnis time. Wnat change in
budgetary rationale" has occured at U.N.0. since April 16, 19847 Mr.
Chairman, I can recall that you asked the Cnancellor to repeat his reason
for witndrawing the recommendation during tne Apri) meeting. [ remeber that
e Cnancellor again stated that it was because tne vudget no longer
Eequired-tne reduction. He Tater explained that this was because of the
successful” negotfations witn we AAUP and e action of the legislature in
restoring $2.4 million to the University of Neoraska budget tnat the
governor nad cut. Has the contrdct witn te AAUP peen renegotiated? Has
the governor overriden the legislature and taken back the $2.4 million? Ho,
nel ther of tnese things has happened anad yet we dre back here again tnis
morning discussing uith you nis proposal to eliminate the Black Studies
Jepartment. It is instructive that we other proposals contained in tne
resolution tnat was withdrawn at the April meeting are absent from the
resolution in front of you. It now deals witn wie elimination of we Black
Studies Department and nothing else! It would appear to us that tne
Chancellor nas oeen infiuenced by Julius Caeser's military strategy of
"divide et vince.”

Saddened as we are, we are here nonetheless to ask you to defeat this
resolution. le ask you to consider several points as you make your decision
on this resolution:

|. Tne Black Studies Department 1s different from every other
department in the UN system in at leas< one significantc particular,

2. The Black Studies Department has made outstanding strides in its
orief existence yet 1s compared wita disciplines that nave been the
staple of the university ever since it was founded,

. The Black Studies Department nas peen under constant assault from
the administration and others and has not recefved even a modicum
of committment from we adminisoation and the regents,

. Tne proposal te eliminate the department indeed came frow the chair
and amemwers of the department this time, but only as 4 contrived

defense against the continual onslaugnt directed at the department
over te past |b years,

NAACRP Letter to the Board of Regents, June 16, 1984,
page 1 of 10, Department of Black Studies Records, UNO
Libraries” Archives and Special Collections, University of
Nebraska at Omaha.

EXHIBIT 12 Yhon PETITION Awnk

We, the undersigned, do hereby potition the University of Nebranka
Board of Regentos to retwain the Rlack Btudies Departinent at U.N.O.
as a full department within the College of Arte and Bciences. The
discipline of Black Studies is an essential part of the overall
miseion of the University.

We further request that you strengthen your committment to Black
Btudies by requiring Black Studies Courses for students majoring in
Education, Criminal Justice. Social Vork, Political Becience, Public
Administration, Psychanlogy, Business Administration and other
majors that you deem appropriate. These specialty courses should
be developed and the teachers hired to implement this necessary
upgrading of the University.

The struggle to establish and to maintain the Rlack Studies
Department has taken up o mignificant portion of the past decade.
Isn’t it abaut time that the Eoard of Regents doclares {ts

committment to thie essential avpect of this Univereity’'s mission
in 1984 and bevond? We think sop!
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Community petition, circa 1984, page 1 of 46, Department

of Black Studies Collection, UNO Libraries” Archives and
Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

The department survived the
conservative backlash of the
1980s, which defunded Black
Studies departments across

the country. In 1984, a motion
was made to downgrade the
department to a program,
housing faculty in other colleges
and cutting the number of
courses available as part of
University of Nebraska system-
wide budget cuts. The Black
community and NAACP were
once again active in supporting
the department, and Black

EHIRIT 1

BLACK STUDIES JBPARTMENT
SELF-3TUDY

DESCRIPTICN_CF THE PROGRAM

The Black Studies Department is ar impcrcant meccticn of the College
of Arts and Sciences at UNO for che disueminacion of Black Culture as a
whole to students, Unfversicy perzcnnel, and che community. Now the
departeent offers coursez Lhat reflect a more syatematic and comprehen—
sive approach to the Black experierce cot only irc tke Americas but also
in Africa and the Carribdbeac. This new approach is of special interest
to stucents from different ethnic ackgrounds because of its diversity and
the academically oriented aspect of it» nature.

IT. QUALITY OF TIE PROGRAM

1. Facultv

Apart from two or three parv-time facilty members chat the Deparc-
went hires every secescer to teach some of the courses, all the full-
time faculty members and those who are on courtesy appelncment wich
the department have their tesmpical degrees. Our full-tiece faculty is
comprised of two (2) Amerficans, one African and ore West Incdian. This
vell-chosen diversity is in perfect karmony with tha courses we offer
and the maila objectives ¢ cur departreat, '

For che first time in 1its existence the Black Studies Department
was able to kave in 1980 its first tenured ‘aculiy cember; another one
followed in 1981, anc a chird one f6 nov urder congideration for
tenure. These achievements reflect the pregress made by our departaent
in the fields of ceaching, research, and service. MNcwever we would
like to add that while i% 1s relatively easy Lo verify wha: is done
is the (ields of teachleg and research, ft (s dffficulc to evsluate,
In ac objcetive manner, whac we keve done in the Field of service not
caly to the University but mainly o the comruaiey. Our very close
link with the community requires 9% cach Taculty membera sertain
amount of time and effart to parsicipate activelvy in the various
activities in the commucliy. We feel obligated tn ¢o vo sivce (t is
the mismion of chis uciversity to serve this comrmuaity {in every wayv
it can.

Cauzse_:g

A tocal of thfrti-one (31) couraes constlitutes the course offerings
of the Black Studies Depa=iment. Ten (10} of rhese courses can he
taken to satisfy rhe Eumaziries requ’renent, anc the rest to satisfy
the Social Sciences reguirement. These courses are well-s:ructured
and respond in a pesitive way, to the needs of tho people in this
Onahan pluralistic miliew., (See list of courae offezings).

Black Studies Department Self Study, December 18, 1981,
page 1 of 6, Department of Black Studies Records, UNO
Libraries” Archives and Special Collections, University of
Nebraska at Omaha.

U.S. Department of Justice

Cmvil Rights Division

OfMce of the Asvintani Atinmey Geneml

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-2705

Dear Senator Hagel:

This is in response to the letter from your constituent,
Dr. Everett Reynolds, President of the Omaha NAACP, dated
August 19, 1997, requesting an investigation of a recent letter
received by the Chairman of the Black Studies Department at the
University of Nebraska, Dr. Conyers. Dr. Reynolds stated that
the letter received by Dr. Conyers threatened the lives of
African-American students who are graduating from the university.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an
investigation into this matter. You can be assured that if the
evidence shows that there was a prosecutable violation of federal
criminal civil rights statutes, appropriate action will be taken.

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

Sincerely,

Isabelle Katz Pinzler
Acting Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Letter from Omaha NAACP Chapter to U.S. Sen. Chuck =
Hagel, October 6, 1997, U S. Senator Chuck Hagel

Archives, UNO Libraries’ Archives and Special Collections,
University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Studies survived the
budget crisis and efforts to
cut the department.

A troubling episode in the history
of the university was a threat of
violence against graduates in
1997/. According to the Omaha
World-Herald, a letter was
slipped under the door of the
department, threatening to harm
and kill Black students during
graduation. The situation was
escalated by the NAACP and
brought to the attention of U.S.
Senator Chuck Hagel and the FBI.
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Black Studies students, faculty, staff, and alumni marching
in the Native Omaha Days Parade on North 30th Street,
Saturday, August 3, 2019.

“Roots Author Alex Haley Visits UNO,” March 18, 1977, ®
UNO Photograph Collection, UNO Libraries” Archives and
Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

festival 3
February 4-6, 2004

presents

An Oscar Micheaux Film Festival
UND's Milo Bail Student Center and North High School Auditorium

Featured Films:

Body and Soul

Symbol of the Unconquered
Swing

Midnight Ramble

Within Our Gates

Bessie Smith

“Maki Mandela Visits UNO,” April 19, 1989, UNO Libraries’ ™
Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska

at Omaha.

Plus — Piano Music

Featured Speakers:

Pearl Bowser, African Diaspora Images
Thulani Davis, Auther and Editor

Dr. Joseph White, Univ. of Califormia, Ir/i
Brian Cremins, Univ. of Connecticut

Dr. Jacqueline Stewart. Univ. of Chicago Invited Community Leaders:

. 1 Vickov Park
Deborah Bunting, Nebraska Arts Councll /ickey Parks

and members of the UNO faculty, including:
Dr. Richard Breaux
Dr. Dorian Brown

Evereli Reynolds
Marguenta YWashinglon
Bertha Calloway

Ellen Madison-Holts \/@ N
Sponsored by:

>, Menyweather-Woods .
Rev. LG, Menyweal LNO Depatmert of Dlsck Studiss
LND Dapartmert cf Phiozeghy sad Rl gion
NedirRaba Arts Ceundl
Ned:rasba Humarilkes Counal
IAary Rispms Ross Meda Avis Certer, UNL
Makzolm X Memeonal Fountdaton
LND Teiostzkcn

For mare Flomatico cal (402) 554-24172 or wsl
NeblaSlﬁ wwv unosslin.edd
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Dr. Robert Chrisman

Malcolm X Festival, February 4-6, 2004, Poster
Collection, UNO Libraries’ Archives and Special
Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Though there have been
significant moments of
turbulence during its 50-year
history, Black Studies remains
a thriving and interdisciplinary
department that maintains its
original mission of attracting
leaders in the field, providing
avenues of engagement with
rigorous scholarship, involving
the community, and supporting
students as they grapple with
academic, political, and
cultural topics.

The Black Studies department
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events, and programs for the
campus and community. The

most enduring is the annual

Omaha 54 and 50 Years of Black Studies Event, July 28, 2021.

Malcolm X Festival, first held in
2002. Notable speakers to visit
campus include Alex Haley,
Maki Mandela, Kwame Ture

(formerly Stokely Carmichael),
and lbram X. Kendi.

On July 28, 2021, the
Department of Black Studies

and UNO Libraries” Archives
and Special Collections
welcomed members of the
Omaha 54 back to UNO to
celebrate and recognize their
courage and activism 52 years
prior. This important event kicked

the Black Studies department.
View video and photos of the
event by scanning the QR code.

-I'- » HE
.:ll':'-.||-'|'_|__.|_ ‘!:

I" 'l‘l ._._.
I:L'.-l—_.--r

UNIVERSITY
ARCHIVES



clairedulaney
Sticky Note
Remove quotation marks around "Roots..."

clairedulaney
Sticky Note
Remove quotation marks around "Maki..."

clairedulaney
Sticky Note
This QR code needs to go the BLST 50th Anniversary Events Page. That is my mistake. 

clairedulaney
Sticky Note
Caption: Maki Mandela Visits UNO, April 19, 1989, UNO Photograph Collection, UNO Libraries' Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska at Omaha. 


	Charting Our Path: Celebrating 50 Years of Black Studies
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1692302146.pdf.bfi30

