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Public Witnessing as Catalyst 
for Community Repair

Partnerships & Processing 
in the Archives

National Humanities Conference
November 2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UNO’s status as a Metropolitan University informs much of its character. UNO’s serious focus on community engagement reflects this and aligns well with the work of my department, Archives and Special Collections (ASC) in UNO Libraries.  



Situating 
Archives & 
Special 
Collections 

UNO Libraries' Archives and Special Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Until a decade ago, our collections were not representative of our communities. When my boss came on board in 2014, she was the first archivist to serve as department head. I came the following year. She brought a fresh perspective with a desire to collect more broadly than the collections from white, cis, male, wealthy donors that were typical. Obviously, we need some of those collections to be representative of our communities, but there is balance to be found and there were quite a few voices missing from our collections. We want students to think of us as a responsive, inclusive space in which they see themselves, rather literally, and not a mysterious, restrictive, slightly scary space. 

These days, we are home to the Queer Omaha Archives, an umbrella collection of collections from LGBTQ+ creators or with an LGBTQ focus. We have also an increasing amount of collections and material from and related to Black, Latinx, and Indigenous organizations and individuals on campus and in the surrounding area. 



Processing, 
Digital 
Projects, 
and 
Outreach

UNO Libraries' Archives and Special Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With these collections, we do what the typical robust archival department does. (We are lucky enough to have the staff and expertise to count ourselves as robust in a Nebraska context.) We’ve been able to curate exhibits, create public programs, digitize material, put up digital exhibits, teach classes with primary sources, etc. See photos on slide.

It’s challenging to do any of this without first gaining some measure of physical and intellectual control over the material. So, I manage staff, student employees, and interns in arranging and describing our collections. Many students at UNO have benefited from the educational experience that is processing collections, and it’s one of my favorite things.

Of course, to arrange and describe collections, and to do all that wonderful outreach work I mentioned, we need funding. We receive some public monies as a state university, but it’s crucial for us to raise money privately and pursue federal, state, internal, and private grants. We tend to combine all of these funding sources in creative ways to pursue our initiatives and priorities. I’ll talk about two of those projects now.



DEPARTMENT NAME

Forming a 
Partnership

• Celebrating grand 
opening

• Touring exhibits
• Recognizing 

the need
• Internal grant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Great Plains Black History Museum is a private museum in North Omaha, a historically Black area in northeastern Omaha. Their vision is, “We collect and preserve materials documenting the Black experience while making these available to the public. We are an educational resource available for schools, inspiring learning through our permanent collection, exhibitions, and programs. We aim to generate growth in North Omaha and to facilitate research, instruction, and artistic expression adhering to authenticity and truthfulness in presentation.”

Our partnership resulted from many years of archivists in ASC showing up at museum events, befriending stakeholders, taking a sincere interest in their work, and generally keeping in touch. My director also became friends with the temporary archivist who created an inventory of the museum’s extensive unprocessed and largely inaccessible archival collection, which later proved helpful to the project. 



DEPARTMENT NAME

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Meanwhile, a grant project “Charting our Path” run by our Outreach Archivist led to our being able to apply for an internal grant to process and digitize a portion of the museum’s records. This new project would have two outcomes: 1. process and digitize UNO Black Studies Department-related material within the museum’s collection (See slide), and 2. process additional museum material as a test project for later processing the entire collection. 



Processing 
the Collection

DEPARTMENT NAME

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We got the grant, so we hired a student employee and trained them on arrangement, description, and digitization. We met up with the director of the museum at the downtown branch of the Omaha Public Library where the collection was stored to get boxes with Black Studies Department material, as well as education, military, sports, and various local history topics. It was an exercise in trust to allow us to take away these boxes, but this is where careful cultivation of a community partnership pays off. See finding aid on slide. 

Within a week of posting this finding aid online, we received a request from local media for items in the collection. I was also able to provide material for a display as part of the big annual Juneteenth community celebration in North Omaha. We expect these requests to continue as long as we have this material. And when we return the material to the museum at the conclusion of our work, the finding aid will aid the museum director in his frequent media inquiries, exhibits, tours, and instruction. 



Future of the Partnership

DEPARTMENT NAME

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While we were processing and digitizing this material, the majority of the collection remained back at the public library. During our test project, it all had to be moved because the library was being demolished. Two colleagues and I joined the museum director on a whirlwind day to re-house the collection in preparation for the move. It’s in temporary storage now awaiting a new building in North Omaha. We plan to keep this partnership going. We’ve applied for a federal grant to process the rest of the collection and will pursue other funding as well. 



Latinx Collections on 
Campus

To start:

• Office of Latino/Latin American 
Studies (OLLAS)

• Lourdes Gouveia Papers
• David Lopez Papers

DEPARTMENT NAME

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The other project I’ll discuss is our ongoing efforts to expand access to Latinx collections. For several years, our department has worked with the Office of Latino/Latin American Studies including on an oral history grant. See slide. 

OLLAS describes itself this way: Established in 2003 with the support of UNO faculty, staff, and students as well as the metropolitan community, OLLAS has helped fill a void in the Nebraska and Great Plains region's infrastructure dedicated to the productive incorporation of the new and growing Latino population into the political, economic, and social life of the region. The office is dedicated to developing our institutional capacities and academic initiatives aimed at improving our understanding of Latino/Latin American issues and populations within and across borders.

My director had worked with OLLAS enough to know of their rich set of office record, well -kept by dedicated personnel. Several of us in ASC went to their office one day and boxed up file cabinet after file cabinet and notebook after notebook and brought everything to ASC to await processing.  
The other main collection we had our eye on was the Lourdes Gouveia Papers. Dr. Gouveia is Professor Emerita of Sociology and OLLAS Director Emerita. Through her research, she gathered a considerable amount of information about Latino immigrants in the Nebraska meat packing industry. Her research in this area was extensive. 



DEPARTMENT NAME

Processing the 
Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So we needed the resources to process these two big collections. Due to budget cuts, I was down to 1 student employee funded by the library. I work on collections myself of course but have many other responsibilities. 

Thankfully, we received an NEH grant via the American Library Association to kickstart the work. I hired a former intern PT for a tight 6-month grant period. They got 80% of the papers arranged and described. Then my boss found tiny pockets of private monies to extend their work, which they are doing now.



DEPARTMENT NAME

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have already made use of the processed Gouveia Papers for a physical exhibit on campus and in library instruction. We will use the OLLAS records to help celebrate their 20th anniversary next year through displays, online exhibits, and programming support. All of this goes more smoothly with a processed collection. Everything takes longer with unprocessed collections, and you’re never quite sure you have found the best material otherwise. With this in mind, we are pursuing internal and other grants to fully process OLLAS.



Thank you!
Lori Schwartz: lschwartz@unomaha.edu

UNO Libraries' Archives and Special Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Claire: And that wraps us up. Thank you! We hope to see you at our live Q&A during the annual meeting, and we hope your conferencing goes well. 
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