


2022 DATA AND RESEARCH SERIES FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT

Kim Davis
Data Dissemination Specialist
U.S. Census Bureau

Tips for Getting Started 
Accessing Data:

Available Data on Economic Topics



Census Economics
Highlighting Quarterly Workforce Indicators QWI Explorer

Kim Davis, Data Dissemination Specialists 
Data Dissemination and Training Branch
Customer Liaison & Marketing Services Office, Data Dissemination and Training Branch
U.S. Census Bureau
kimberly.ann.davis@census.gov

August 24, 2022



Agenda

• Economics of Census 

• Economic Programs

• Economic Data Resources & Products 

• Quarterly Workforce Indicators Explorer

• Resources & Contact Information

• Q&A  



Key Economic Census Terms

NAICS (North American Industry Classification System)
• Our primary data dimension
• Adopted in 1997 to replace the Standard Industrial 

Classification (SIC) system
• Updated every 5 years (Revised 12/21 for 2022)

Establishments (vs. Companies, Firms, etc.) 
• Our collection/tabulation level

Employers (vs. Nonemployers)
• Economic Census only covers employer businesses

U.S. Code Title 13 and 26
• Protects business privacy

Economics of Census 

https://www.census.gov/about/index.html



Annual Surveys

Biweekly, 
Monthly/
Quarterly 

Surveys

Economic Census
Every 5 years

Key source for official statistics, companies and organizations can 
use: 

• Biweekly, Monthly and Quarterly are small sample 
surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available

• Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the 
most up-to-date TREND data available

• Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all 
businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE
data available 

Census Economic Programs



Frequent Data

Business Trends and Outlook Survey (BTOS)
https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-
products/business-trends-and-outlook-survey.html

Business Formation Statistics
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/bfs/technical-
documentation/faq.html

Economic Indicators
https://www.census.gov/economic-indicators/

International Trade
census.gov/foreign-trade/data/index.html
& USA Trade Online (https://usatrade.census.gov/ ) for the 
data

Bi-Weekly, 
Monthly, &
Quarterly 
Surveys

https://www.census.gov/economic-indicators/
http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data/index.html
https://usatrade.census.gov/


Annual Economic Programs 
20 Census Bureau surveys that provide annual economic 
statistics for nearly every sector

• Sample surveys or administrative data

• Shown primarily at the national level, except:

County Business Patterns: National, State, Metro, 
County, ZIP Code, Congressional District

Nonemployer Statistics: National, State, Metro, 
County

Annual Survey of Manufacturers: National & State

Annual Business Survey: Nation & State by 2- thru 6-
digit NAICS

County, Metro, & Place for NAICS 00

• Other Related Annual Programs, including Retail 
eCommerce Sales (E-Stats) & Annual Capital 
Expenditures Survey

• Released on data.census.gov, QuickFacts, Census 
Business Builder, & other Census tools

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html

Annual Surveys

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html


Economic Census  

Economic Census 
Every 5 years

NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census 
Bureau

Geography: National, state, metro, county, economic place, & ZIP 
Code levels

Other Dimensions: Data by business size (establishment & firm; 
employment & revenue)

Over 200 data variables shown, including number of 
establishments, employment, payroll & sales plus sector-specific 
variables

Some industry exclusions: 

Public Hospitals

Highway construction performed by government employees

Publicly-operated buses and subway systems

Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation Services

Census of Governments provides these data. 

census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census.html


Where does the data come from?

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html


Where can economic data be found? 

▪ Application Programming Interface (API)

▪ Business Formation Statistics (BFS) Infographic

▪ Census Business Builder

▪ Data.census.gov

▪ Indicators Dashboard

▪ My Congressional District

▪ Experimental Data Products

▪ QuickFacts

▪ USA Trade Online 

▪ Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics 

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html



Longitudinal Employer–Household 
Dynamics (LEHD) Products • Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO)

• Veteran Employment Outcomes (VEO)

• LEHD Origin-Destination Employment 
Statistics (LODES)

• OnTheMap 

• OTM for Emergency Management

• Job-to-Job Flows (J2J)

• LED Extraction Tool

• Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI) Explorer

https://www.census.gov/library/video/2021/lehd-overview.html



QWI) Explorer

Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI) Explorer QWI Explorer (census.gov)

Help  and Resources LEHD QWI Explorer Help and Documentation - Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (census.gov)

LIVE DEMO

https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/static/explore.html#x=0&g=0
https://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/help/qwi_explorer.html#!what_is_qwi_explorer


Data Dissemination and Training

✓ Bring our data experts to you.
Request a free data training for your organization.

Census.gov/Academy

✓ Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way to increase your 
knowledge of Census data. Get them in your inbox! 

✓ Get access to our Courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-tutorials designed for different 
skill levels.  

✓ Interact with our instructors via Webinars.
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending  these live virtual classes. 

Kimberly Davis

U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination and Training Branch

kimberly.ann.davis@census.gov

303-895-7500

Data Dissemination and Training Branch

census.askdata@census.gov

1844-ASKDATA

mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/courses.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html


Questions? 




