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Data from the United States Census Bureau

• Different products
• Different users
• Different schedules
• Different access methods
• So, what ties it all together?
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YOU CAN TRUST IT

The Census Bureau's mission is to serve as the nation's leading 
provider of quality data about its people and economy

https://www.linkedin.com/company/unocpar?trk=public_profile_experience-group-header
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Decennial Census
Why Use  
• You need a precise total population count for race, ethnicity, age & 

household composition

• Required i.e. legislation, redistricting,  federal programming
• Examining a small geography (“Block Group” “Census Tracts”)
• Studying change across decades

How to Access
• https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-

community-service/center-for-public-affairs-
research/programs/2020census.php

• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-
census/library/visualizations.html

• Data.census.gov>advanced>decennial>geos>block group

 Count of every person in the 
United States 

 7 questions for every person 
in the house

 2020 U.S.= 331,449,281

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/2020census.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/2020census.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/2020census.php
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/library/visualizations.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/library/visualizations.html
https://data.census.gov/map?g=050XX00US31055$1500000&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1&layer=VT_2020_150_00_PY_D1&mode=thematic&loc=41.2856,-96.1667,z10.4375
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires.2020_Census.html
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Nebraska = 1,961,504

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/2020census.php
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https://data.census.gov/map?g=050XX00US31055$1500000&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1&layer=VT_2020_150_00_PY_D1&mode=thematic&loc=41.2792,-96.1395,z10.7144
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Population Estimates 

Why Use  
• Need timely estimates of the population by race, ethnicity, gender, 

and age (2022 currently available)

• Exploring components of population change (natural change, 
migration)

• Examining political geographies (county, city)
• Studying contemporary changes over time

How to Access
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html  
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/data.html 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/data/data-sets.html
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2022 Population Estimates Total Population

Nebraska = 1,967,923 
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American Community Survey 
Why Use  
• You need population characteristics/socio-demographic information  

DP02 – Social Characteristics 
DP03  - Economic Characteristics 

• Research requires detailed tables or possible micro-data

• Examining political geographies (legislative districts, county, city, zip code, school 
district, etc.)

• Studying contemporary change (2010 - present) not pressed for the timeliest 
information (2021 current year) 

How to Access
• https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-

service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-state-data-
center.php

• Data.census.gov – topical search

• https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/congressional-and-state-legislative-
districts/  * Current legislative districts special release

 3.5 million respondents 
annually
 A Pew Research Center 

poll  is about 1500 
respondents

 Can take up to 40 
minutes to complete 

DP04 – Housing Characteristics
DP05 – Demographic Estimates  

https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US31&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Data+Profiles&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP02
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US31&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Data+Profiles&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP03
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US31&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Detailed+Tables&tid=ACSDT5Y2021.B01001
https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-state-data-center.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-state-data-center.php
https://data.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/congressional-and-state-legislative-districts/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/congressional-and-state-legislative-districts/
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/questionnaires/2023/quest23.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/our-methods/u-s-surveys/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.pewresearch.org/our-methods/u-s-surveys/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.pewresearch.org/our-methods/u-s-surveys/frequently-asked-questions/
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US31&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Data+Profiles&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP04
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US31&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Data+Profiles&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP05
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Nebraska = 1,951,480

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-state-data-center.php
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1-year estimates V. 5-year estimates 1-year (12 months of data)
• 2022 1-year release Sept. 14
• Best for large geographies 

(i.e. state)
• Will have larger margin of 

error
5-year (60 months of data)
• 2022 5-year release Dec. 7
• A must use for smaller 

geographies (i.e. county) or 
population groups

• Will have smaller margin of 
error

• Use if you can! 
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% under 18 % under 5 % 65 and over

The poverty rate for younger age groups in Nebraska has trended down until 
COVID-19; the poverty rate for those 65 and over has been increasing 

Source:, U.S. Census Bureau, ACS, 2021, 5-year estimates

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-by-the-numbers.php
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https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-by-the-numbers.php
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Note on Census Geography

Common issues with geography
• How to get statistics for “my neighborhood”?
• Why can’t I see a detailed table for my county?
• How do I get data for just rural area, my region?

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-by-the-numbers.php
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Note on Census Bureau Microdata
• https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-by-the-numbers.php
https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/sda/
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Applying Census Data to Impact Your Community
Which data source? 
• What is the median population for all communities in Nebraska?
• What was the fastest growing county in the last decade? 2021-2022?
• How does Nebraska rank for the percent of population that is housing 

cost burdened?
• How many women owned businesses in Omaha?
• What is the disabled population in Western Nebraska?
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Applying Census Data to Impact Your Community
Which data source? 
• What is the median population for all communities in Nebraska?

• https://data.census.gov/table?q=dp&g=040XX00US31$1600000&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP05&moe=fa
lse 

• What was the fastest growing county in the last decade? 
• https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-

affairs-research/programs/2020census.php

• 2022? https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2020s-counties-total.html

• How does Nebraska rank for the percent of population that is housing burdened?
• https://data.census.gov/table?q=dp&g=010XX00US$0400000&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP04

• How many female owned businesses in Omaha?
• https://data.census.gov/table?q=class+of+worker&g=310XX00US36540&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2408

• What is the disabled population in Western Nebraska?
• https://data.census.gov/map?q=disability&g=040XX00US31$0500000&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S1810&ci

d=S1810_C03_068E&layer=VT_2021_050_00_PY_D1&mode=thematic&loc=38.9416,-
96.5596,z5.4206

https://data.census.gov/table?q=dp&g=040XX00US31$1600000&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP05&moe=false
https://data.census.gov/table?q=dp&g=040XX00US31$1600000&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP05&moe=false
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/2020census.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/2020census.php
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2020s-counties-total.html
https://data.census.gov/table?q=dp&g=010XX00US$0400000&tid=ACSDP5Y2021.DP04
https://data.census.gov/table?q=class+of+worker&g=310XX00US36540&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2408
https://data.census.gov/map?q=disability&g=040XX00US31$0500000&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S1810&cid=S1810_C03_068E&layer=VT_2021_050_00_PY_D1&mode=thematic&loc=38.9416,-96.5596,z5.4206
https://data.census.gov/map?q=disability&g=040XX00US31$0500000&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S1810&cid=S1810_C03_068E&layer=VT_2021_050_00_PY_D1&mode=thematic&loc=38.9416,-96.5596,z5.4206
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Other Products We Use as the State Data Center  
Current Population Survey - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html
Census of Governments - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cog.html

School System Finances - https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2021/econ/school-finances/secondary-
education-finance.html
Building Permits Survey - https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/index.html
Household Pulse Survey - https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/

Annual Survey of State Government Finances - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/state.html
Nebraska Department of Labor - https://neworks.nebraska.gov/vosnet/lmi/default.aspx?plang=E
County Business Patterns - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp/data.html

In total the Census reports 139 products - List of All Surveys and Programs (census.gov)

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cog.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2021/econ/school-finances/secondary-education-finance.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2021/econ/school-finances/secondary-education-finance.html
https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/index.html
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/state.html
https://neworks.nebraska.gov/vosnet/lmi/default.aspx?plang=E
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cbp/data.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html
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