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The Office of Latino/Latin American Studies—

established in 2003—assists Nebraska and the 

Great Plains’ Latino communities to engage 

successfully in the region's political, economic, 

and social life. OLLAS’ mission is to combine 

academic excellence with real-world 

engagement to: 

 Prepare students to thrive in a culturally and 

demographically changing environment.

 Promote and showcase Latino and Latin American 

cultures through community programs. 

 Use research to serve Omaha’s Latino community. 

UNO’s Office of Latino/Latin American Studies



 Our overall objective is: 

To provide Omaha and Nebraska’s Latino community and community organizations with up-to- 

date scientific data that can assist them in understanding the challenges and opportunities 

Latinos confront as a community.

 Partners with local stakeholders and community organizations to develop data 

gathering and analysis collaborations to promote evidence-based policies that will 

improve the life of the Latino Community in Omaha and Nebraska. 

 OLLAS research follows the recognized need to “democratize” access to information 

by presenting data analysis in a manner that is accessible and clear for all people in a 

context of an ever-growing amount of information. 

OLLAS Community engaged research area



We have published about 23 publicly available research reports, policy briefings, and 

factsheets relevant to the Latino and non-Latino community in Omaha. In March 

2018 we also began publishing a blog with academic and community themes for our 

community audience, having published 18 blog posts so far. 

OLLAS Community engaged research area

https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/ollas/research/reports-publications.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/ollas/research/reports-publications.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/ollas/research/ollas-blog.php


• Blogs are one way to democratize access to information. There are others…

Presenting OLLAS Data Analysis: Why blogs?



Weaving narratives 
with numbers. An 
example

• Why is this important?

• This is not mixed research 

methods



 OLLAS community engaged research comes from a Latino/Latin American 

tradition that considers research and education key to our community’s self-

consciousness as part of the United States and seeks to use knowledge as a 

transformational power. 

 A central aspect of this is to democratize data access

 To do this we need to prepare multiple ways to present data.

 But also, to ground that data in narratives

 Future projects: Update data visualizations pages; develop a digital humanities 

project.

In closing
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