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PREFACE

People ask, "Why do you choose to write on China?' My answer
has always been, "because I was born there."

There is no profound reason for my liking China other than my
interest in it which is, no doubt, created by my having been born
there. This interest has grown to the point where I find any and
all study of China, the Chinese and things Chinese fascinating.

I first became interested in the Shantung Decision because it
seemed so unfair to the Chinese. (That was when I was new to the
formal study of history.) But the more I read about the Decision
and the more I studied the events which immediately followed it,
the rore interested and intrigued I became. As a writer, I found
myself particularly interested in the impetus the Decision gave to
literature, education and public opinion (some would call it national-
ism) in China. Prior to 1919, the ordinary Chinese could not read or
write, received little or no formal education. He knew little of
national affairs, almost nothing of foreign affairs. The story is
told of a Chinese peasant who, in the 1880, asked the equivalent
of "What's going on here?” when he saw some soldiers marching across
the land. (It so happened there was fighting between the Chinese and
the French -- the "undeclared war.”) The peasant was told to go about
his business as the war did not concern him! Governmental affairs were
not considered to be the business of the people. The ordinary field

of interest of the average Chinese was bounded by the extent of his
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family. Should it go beyond that (and family includes quite a lot --
children, father, mother, grandparents, as well as aunts, uncles and dis-
‘tant relatives) the peasant may have occasionally shown interest in his
village. If beyond that, possibly in his province.

But the student demonstrations which followed the Shantung Decision,
and the movements these demonstrations ignited or encouraged, changed
all that. The general use of bei wha (or Mandarin) in place of the
classical wen 1li made reading skills accessible even to the most lowly
peasant. And the battle of ideas was taken right into the local village
by students skilled in teaching and speaking techniques. It is not
wrong to say that within a few years it became almost impossible for
an ordinary Chinese not to know at least something about what was
going on. My decision to write on this subject was assured when I
discovered that my father, who lived in China during this period, had

saved books, magazines, newspapers and news items (Chinese Recorders,

morgue files of the North China Star, curriculum reports, etc.) from

the years during and following the Decision.

1 owe many people thanks for encouraging me to prepare this paper.
Among them are Prof. Paul Peterson of the University of Umaha, who urged
me on to graduate work; Dr. A, Stanley Trickett of the same university,
whe taught some of the finest classes it has ever been my privilege to
attend (and who worked with me on this paper), and to my father, Arncld
H. Gebhardt, who not only always encourages me in whatever I do but who

also saves things.
Marie-Louise Gebhardt

November, 1963



CHAPTER ONE
THE REASOKS

Mention has been made of a partitiocn of China.
Such a partition will not he brought about by us at
any rate. All that we have done is to provide that,
come what may, we ourselves shall not go empty-
handed. The traveller cannot decide when the train
is to start, but he can be sure net to miss it when
it does start.

INTRODUCTION

What was there about the Shantung Decision to stir the Chinese peo-
ple so?  Why did this particular diplomatic defeat incur such wrath?
Who would have thought that the carefree Chinese felt so strongly about
his cauntry? For that matter, when had the Chinesme begun to take an
interest in his country? Where had he learned about international af-
fairs? How had this all come about? Many were the foreigners in China
who puzzled over these questions. China was changing before their eyes
and they didn't know what to make of it. The Shantung Decision started
it all, some of them said. DBut that was not quite true, news of the De-
cision did not ‘''start it all". Its significance rather is found in this
that it occurred at a most opportune time in Chinese history.

Language reform was discussed and experimented with before 1319
after Shantung a simplified written language swept the nation. Bd.ca-

tion was undergoing reform in China; after Shantung it was revolution-

I HMinister von Buelow to the Reichstag. Quoted by Paul S. Reinsch
World Politics At The End Of The Nineteenth Century As Influenced g%\The
Uriental Situation. iNew York: The Macmillan Company, 1900) p. 164.




ized. That great mass of Chinese, unlettered, unschooled and largely
not caring before Shantung, after Shantung took up the cry of their
student teachers, "China for the Chinese'., A divided nation before
Shantung, after Shantung discovered anew the appeal of the san min
nrinciples. In short, the Shantun; Declsion was the catalyst for a
number of movements which struggled along individually until the demon-
strating students -~ protesting the Decision - welded these separate
movements together into one gigantic muvement which swept across thina
and brought the country into the twentieth century at last.

Certain events, however, took place which precipitated

the growth of Chinese natiocnal unity and made what was

merely o c¢ivilization, a nation.

The first of these events was the Treaty of Ver-

sailles, which gave an international sanction to the

Jdapancege banditry in Shantung and virtually recognized

the validity cof Japan's Iwenty-one Demands.

The Treaty of Versallles, then, became the turning
point in the intermational history of China.

SHANTUNG

"Shantung Decision' rcfers to the decision of the raris Peace Con-
ference, whose delegates declared .in the Treaty of Versailles) that
Germany‘'s rights in China's Shantung PFrovince were not to be returned
to China, but were to be given to Japan instead. These German '‘rights”
included control of the port city of Tsingtac, Kiaochow Bay and railroad

privileges in the province. Control of port, bay and rail facilities

2 Tang Leang-1i, China In Revolt. i(Lendon: Noel Douglas, 19527)
pe 106. Emphasis is Tang's. And fronm the North China Star, July 19,
1513, "... Japan snatched away from us Shantung, the most precious and
sacred of the eighteen provinces. This may be compared to the action
of a pig-poacher who after selling the pig and pocketing the money,
sneakily cuts off for himself a huge slice of flesh from off the live
animal. Is it to be wondered that bitter indeed are China's feelings
toward Japan?' Hereafter the North China Star is cited as The Star.
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meant virtual economic contrel of the entire province.

The Chinese people were incensed at this decigion. Shantung FProv-
ince was their "Holy Land” -~ the cradle of their civilization, the
home of Tai-shan, the holy mountain, often worshipped as a god. The
province contained both the birthplaces and tombs of Confucius and Men-
ciugs. Thousands of »ilgrimg visited these shrines every year.3

But not only was Shantung Province historically important to the
Chinese, it was also econcmically important. At the time of the Deci-
sion (1919J, Shentung Frovince was the most heavily porulated Chinese
Province. It was also the home of pongee silk manufacturing {(silk shan-

tung, for example) and was rich im mineral resources.

THE LAST STRAW'

The Shantung Decision was not the first political reversal the
Chinese government had suffered. To many sympathetic observers it was
simply one more humiliation the Chinese government would have to absorb.
From the earliest formal diplomatic contacts with Buropean powers China's
government had come out second best. In the Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689),
China‘'s first formal agreement with a European power (Russia) she had
allowed ancther nation commercial rights in her territory. Not quite two

centuries later she signed the first of many modern-day treaties, ccnees-

3 OUne such visitor was Mao Tse-tung who considered the trip one of
the "high marks" of his first trip north. "Ea route to Nanking I stopped
at Ch'u Fou and visited Confucius' grave. I saw the small stream where
Confucius' disciples bathed their feet and the little town where the sage
lived as a c¢hild. He is supposed to have planted a famous tree near the
historic temple dedicated to him, and I saw that. I also stopped by the
river where Yen Hui, one of Confucius' famous disciples had once lived,
and I saw the birthplace of Mencius. On this trip I climbed T'ai Shan,
the sacred mountain of Shantung, where General Feng Yu-hsgiang retired
and wrote his patriotic scrolls.'’ HEdgar Snow, Red Star Over China. (New
York: Grove Press, Inc., Black Cat Edition, 19861, p. 151-2.




sions, leaseholds and agreements which ate away at her independence, integ-
rity and sovereignty. The Treaty of Nanking (1842), opened China to fore
eign powers. One year later a supplementary agreement added the "most
favored nation' clause which was later extended to other powers. This
clause virtually guaranteed equal rights and privileges in China to all
foreign states.

There followed rebellions (e.ge., Tai=-ping, 1850=64), incidents
(eegey Arrow affair, 1856), and wars, one of which ended in the Treaties
of Tientsin (1858), which opened eleven more ports, permitted legations
to be established in Peking and allowed both trade and missionaries into
the interior. ('"The real opening of China was accomplished by the second
WAr eee Chinese isolation had now become a matter of history.")k During
this period the British government benefited greatly, with other countries
not far behind. Russia, for example, secured its maritime province and
founded Viadivostoke.

The Chefoo Convention (1876) opened new ports and further improved
the status of foreigners in China. From 1831 to 1885 repeated French
crises in South China including an Undeclared War (1884) resulted in
still another Treaty of Tientsin (1885) which recognized the French pro-
tectorate in Annam in return for a reciprocal promise to respect the
southern frontier of China. In 1887 Macao was ceded to Portugal, a nation
which had been in China for more than 300 years.

More intermal troubles began when Sun Yat-sen5 organized, in 1894,

_ L David Owen, Imperialism and Nationaliem In The Far East. (New
York: Henry Holt and %ompany, 1325) p. GI=h2.

5 Short biographies of prominent Chinese personalities involved
in events discussed in this paper, may be found in the Appendix.
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the first of several secret revolutionary societies {(the Shing Chung
Hsei) designed to overthrow the HManchus.

When Japan defeated China in a war over Korea 1894-1395), it was
\
a shock to the entire world. No one had exvected Javan to triumph. Two

things were apparent: Janan was now a power and China was an almost heln-
less nation. In the Treaty of Shimeneseki (189%) Caina was forced to rec-
ognize ‘anong other things) the independence of Korea and to cede both
Formosa and the Liactung Yeninsula to Japan. Russia, Germany and France
forced Jdapan to return the Liaotung Peninsula to China but in return all
three profited. France was given exteunsive territorial and commercial
concessions in the South; Russia, in a secret treaty 1676/, was given
the right to build and maintain a railway across northern Manchuria,
Chinese territory. Germany occupied Kiaocheow Bay 118%7J). This started
the scramble for concessions. There followed: British opening of inland
waters and the Yangtze valley (1808}, Germany’'s Y -year leasec on Kiacchow

Bay, with exclusive rights in Shantung,6 Russiatls 25-yesr lease of Southern
6 ﬂerm‘nv acquired these rights and privileges as indemnity for the

murder of twe German wmissionaries. There is some questlon on thig, 28 one
suthority, W. W. Wllloughby in Foreign nghts And Interests In China. (Baltl-
more: The Johns Honkins Press, 1920) n. 220, states that the mea were
Jesuits and therefore members of an order excluded from Germany and not
under the nrotection of that ccuatry. Germany would have bhad ne right to
clain =an indemnity from China. Un the other hand, the Catholic Encyclo-
edia, Vol. IX (Hew York: The Encyclopedia rress, Iac., 15 volumes and
index, 1913) ». 747, says the men were members of the Congregation of
Steyl, a German group witn a Dutch Seminary. ushe ancyclopaedia oinica
‘London: Oxford University Fress, 1917) ». 576, confirms this. The
Chinese government offered to bring the culprits to justice but Germany
demanded reraration and sent armed ships to Kiaochow Bay. "It was so un-
expected a movement that the populace rejoiced in the vand which headed
the troops and the Chinese soldiers at drill politely offered the use of
the drill ground if that was what the Germans had landed fori” .lbid. )

ince Henry of Prussia was sent to China and at the farewell banque* for
him at Riel the Kaiser nade his famous reference to ithe '‘mailed fimt".
Fahre darein wmit gepanzerter Faust. } See T. Z. Tyau, China Awakened.
(Few Tork. The Hacmillan Company, LJ22) v. W46 and the GLucyclopacdia
Sinica, op. cit., p. 576.

s i W o e




Liaotung Peninsula and Port Arthur, and France'’s 99-year lease of Kwang-
chow and Tonkin., DBritain gained a 99-year lecase on Kowloon as well as a
lease on Wei-hai-wel, which was to be in effect as long as Rugsia had
Port Arthur.

In addition to the rapid division of its land, China was plagued
with internal disturbances. 'the 100 Days ot Reform (18983 under Kang
Yu-wei, which began favorably, finished in failure when Tzu Hsl, the
Empress Dowager, seized the boy emperor, made a2 virtual prisoner of him
and effectively stopped all opposition. Many of the reformers went into
exile. China did stand up to Italy in 1899, and turned down, with a
show of force, that country's demand for a port and concession. In
that same year, the United States' Secretary of State Hay issued notes
which outlined an 'open door" policy. By 1900 internal affairs had
erupted into the Boxer Rebellion which resulted in still further humilia-
tion for China, along with tremendous indemnity payments.

In 1905, the exiled Dr. Sun organized still another group (the Tung
ﬁggg‘ggi) to overthrow the Hanchus. 8ix years later this group succeeded
in its task and China was declared a Republic. Later, the split of the
governmnent into Northern and Southern factions, the steady stream of
warlords and the kowtowing to Japan by the Feking government, all became
additional indignities to be borne by ever-suffering China. But when
the '"greatest peace conference in history' failed to recognize the claims
of China to Shantung it was '"the last straw,” and China reacted.

CHINA'S CASE
The Chinese government felt its claims to Shantung were legitimate

and the government was alsc reassured by President Wilson's repeated dec-



larations to the effect that right would triumph at the Conference.
China ... believed in the power of goodness. The
first sentence of the first book that is put inte
the hands of every schoolboy in China starts with
the maxim that 'the nature of man is good,' and on
this doctrine Chinese society is, in fact built up.

China believed its case at the Conference to be right for several
reasons: 1) China had been a neutral party when Japan, a belligerent,
violated Chinese neutrality by marching acrogs Shantung to seize Kisochow.
2) Japan had forced China by ultimatum) to accept the Twenty-one Demands,
Groun I of which dealt with Shantung. 3) China, uvon entering the war
on the side of the Allies {(in 1917J, had declared that all previous agree-
ments between Germany and China were null and void. 4) For what it was
worth, China also had the assurance of observers at the Conference that
China could not be bound by treaties and other agreements made with Japan
during the years 1915 to 1918 because those agreements were made without
parliamentary approval and were obtained by military force. 5) China

relied heavily on promises and statements made by President Wilson. 4s

Henry Hodgkin reports in China In The Family Of Nations:

I was in Paris shortly after the fateful decision
had been made and heard the story of its reception
by the Chinese delegation, from several who were
present. The news was brought while a dinner was
in progress. It came from a Press representative.
So absolutely did the Chinese rely on the friendship
with America and her power to see justice done that
the first message was not credited and Mr. Lansing
wag called up and asked if he could confirm or deny
it., Although it had rgached the press, Mr. Lansing
knew nothing about it.

? Tang Leang-1li, op. cit., p. 21, Mencius, whose werks were used
as school texts, believed that human nature is innately good.

8 Henry Hodgkin, China In The Family Of Nations. {(New York: George
Doran Co., 1323) ». 131.




Popular sentiment at the conference and abroad was for the Chinese.
No less a person than Secretary lLansing declared, "Morally and legally,
the Chinese government was right ....“9

But the decision had been made and, "right" notwithstanding, China
lost Shantung to Japan. Of all the humiliations encountered by China
up to this time, none resulted in so great a protest as the Shantung
Decision. In view of China‘s long history of generally quietly accepted
humiliations, why did the caugtry react as it did to the Shantung Deci-
sion? Why was this occasion different from the others? What had hap-

pened in China® The following chapter explores some of the reasons for

China's changed attitudes.

9 Robert Lansing, The Peace Negotiations: A Personal Narrative
(Bogton: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1921) p. 250.




CHAPTER TWO
THE RENAISSANCE

In China, as in the West, language reform was
only one aspect of a larger cultural transformation
which itself formed part of a vasl complex of econoe
mic, political, and social change. In the West the
cultural phase of this transition into modern soclety
had been given the name of the Renaissance. In China,
one phase of the cultural movement has been given the
same name by Chinese language reformers in order to
emphasize the fact that the process of change in
their country is related to that in the West., The
Wwider context in which this movement,has taken
place is Chinese nationalism itself.

INTRODUCTION

"Renalssance" is one of several names (e.g., "New Tide", "New Cul=
ture Movement', "Cultural Revolution", "New Thought Movement") applied to
that movement in China which, following May %4, 1919, contributed to the
rise of public opinion, encouraged wide support for a new curriculum in
education and in general, resulted in a complete awakening of the Chinese
people in matters of culture, politics, education and goveranment.

The movement i3 not exactly parallel to the Renaissance in Europe,a

because the European Renaissance broke up culturally into its component

1 John De Francis, Nationalism and Language Reform in China (Prince=
ton, N. Je: Princeton University Press, 1950§ pe. 10.

2 P, F, Price, writing in The Chinese Recorder, predicted that fu=-
ture historians would compare the Intellectual Awakening in China in the
twentieth century to the Revival of Learning in Europe in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries., His article contains an interesting comparison
of the two Renaissance periods. See P. F. Price, "The Present Intellectual
Avakening ané its Bearing Upon the Christian Church," The Chinese Recorder,
Vol. LII (June, 1921) p. 411-421.
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national parts while the Chinese Renaissance combined 1ts parts by es-
tablishing one common language; a language simpler than the classical
medium it replaced. This new language did not appear overnight but was
vreceded by three distinct periods of development -- the introduction
of modern schools, the flocking of students to foreign lands and the
competition for supremacy of the various transplanted systems of educa-
tion, especially the Japanese and American.

The problem of education became the crux of the literary renais-
sance. Numerous articles were written on the oroblem of education.
These discussed the purpose of education as well as concrete methods
for its improvement. The Chinese placed extraordinary emphasis on
education ("...to bring up a son without education is the same as rais-
ing a‘pig.“)B Theoretically it was opossible for every village, no
matter how humble, to produce a scholar. Under this system, persons of
almost every rank or class of society could become candidates for de-
grees. BEven a man of very humble birth could, by sheer ability, rise
tc the highest »ositions in government service, provided the rigid ex-
aminations could be passed.

For many centuriees Chinese education was purely literary, philosoph-
ical, and ethical in character. There was little that could be called
concrete or practical in the modern sense of the words, neither was
there anything requiring the knowledge of the experimental method or of

inductive reasoning. Education strongly resembled the form of training

which prevailed in Europe for two centuries after the revival of Greek

’ 3 Peng Tamu, 'Chinese Student Looks At The World," Asia, Vol. 28
March, 1928) p. 189.
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Learning. Uhis peculler gquality of Chilnese educatlon produced & stulti-
fying effect on the nation and accounts {for the comparatively backward
condition of China at this time. It also exulalons why the country made
litile progress in the arte of modern 1ife and modern sclesnce until
after 1@@6,“
Edueation in the Vest wae 2t one time regarded as nsreparsticn for
he winletry, nedicine or law: in Shiaa aducation was regurded as pre-
avation for offizial gervice. I1 rprovided e wmanderinate which looked
hoekward rather than forwspd, and wog conservabive rathor thon dnelined
to ipncvatioco.  The istroduction of mechapicnl inveniions of stesm power
and reilway which came with the advent of perchants snd missicnaries
from Yentern couptries mude the Chinese ses the poagibilitien of & richer
and fuller life. The foreed contact with cutside unnticns, tiw husmilia-
tions puffered, and the birth of o new nationslism, wmule it necossary
Por China to change its social, »oliticald, and educational inagtitutions
in erder to withstand troubles from within cnd foes from without. By
the gorly 1300g, Chinstz education systen, thorefore, wes due for radi-
cal change. lodern subjects were lntroduced and many students were
seant abroed for echooling. The effects of thape changes oo China'as

national 1ife set the country on the road towoard srogress aad reforn.

EDUCATTIUNAL REFURH

Chins's tradidfdncl educaticnal systesm was gesred primarily to nre

>

% Ihe litereti had taken the culture os their preserve, and under
thedir influence, sald liang, the Chinese had come to think of China as
t'ien hsia, the world, in which no other high culture axist@&, rather
than oa kuu~chiﬂ, a nation, which had a great deal to learn.” Josmeph K.
Levenson, wonfucimn China And Its tiodern T&ta.‘ﬁerxalej and los Angeles:
University of waliiornia iTeme, Li50, ne 100, Vldang’ is ldang Chi -chao,

an sarly reformer.
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ducing scholars for the classical examination system and even though ed-
ucation was left largely to private efforts, literary advancement was
controlled by the government through its system of competitive examina-
tions. Almost all education began with the study of the Five Classics
and Four Boak55 and continued with the worke of other classical writers.
Students were expected to know these works and be able to apply princi-
ples learned therefrom to almost any situation which might arise.6 This
systen of education had been in existence for centuries and had successe-
fully resisted almost all change. The high respect of the Chinese for
the past gave the impression that the older the civilization the better,
and that everything would once again be all right once the condition
of antiquity was restored. Confucius and Mencius being held in such
high regard -- actually worshipped =~ made everything they had said
something people felt they should imitate.

Not until the end of the nineteenth century was any effort successe
ful in changing the classical system of education. Then in 1898, Kang

7

Yue-wei, Liang Chiechac and others’ presented memorials to Emperor Kuang

Hsu in an attempt to end the classical examination system and in its

5 TRoughly speaking, the Five Classics consist of history, poetry
and ceremony; the Four Books concern Confucius and Mencius.

6 They often did. One notable example: Tseng Kuo-fan, who at
the time of the Tai-ping Rebellion, was ordered by the emperor to or-
ganize = nmilitary force. Tseng was noted as a scholar and had no mili-
tary background but he soon justified the Confucian theory that scholare
ship and virtue fit 2 man for any public service. He built and com=-
manded a fine army. Li Hung-chang's career is a similar example.

7 Earlier Sun Yatesen had presented a memorandum to Li Hung-
chang pointing out what he considered to be fundamental principles of
Western civilization. Rebuffed, he turned his energles toward forma=
tion of a revolutionary group. The group was the Shing Chung Hsei,
forerunner of the Kuomintang.
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stead lnaugurate a progran of medern education. Chvicusly, as loag as
the examination system existed, few siudeats would take courses of =
sractical nature. The new subjects were not included in the examina-
tion and time devoted teo thenm was time diverted from pursult of the clas-
sics. Since there was 1little career opportunity in the civil sphoere
cutside of the classical curriculun, »rospective studentz for the new
Toractical education’ were scarce. Yhe reformers realized then that

the classicel exanmination system would have to be elixinated befo
education reform could becoue succeasful.

The reformers asked for the establishtiment of asoderm gchocls, aboli-
tion of classical style essays in the examinations, introduction of short,
wractical essays on subjects suitable to asdern needs e.g., mathematics,

science) and encouragement for students studying abroad. In additien,
they asked that foreign bouks be translated and newspapers established.
Kuang Hsu so duecreed. HNot since the Tai-ping rebels had challenged the
Confucian tradition had there been such consternation in China. True,
there had been several attempts to influence changes but ncune of these
had the far reaching effects of the decrees of 1893. There had been
Wang Tao who, in 1864, petitioned Li Ihng-chang to bring about reforms
which would helyp students acquire YWestern methods. There had been Kuo
Sung-tac, first Chinese minister to England, who startled contemporaries
by suggesting ‘in 1878) that self strengthening of China might have to
apply to its spirit as well as to its ships and soldiers. There were
scholar officials such as Chang Chih-tung whe suggested ""Chinese learn-

ing for substance, Western learning for functicn”” in hoves of reserv-

8 Chu Chai and Winberg Chai, The Changing Society of China. (Hew
York: Mentor Books, New American Library 1962) e 104.
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ing established tradtions while at the sawme time vroviding an cpportunity
for needed reform. These suggestions met with little enthusiasm. On
the other hand, reformers were optimistic about the decrees of 1898,
uctil the Empress Dowager interfered. The Empress Dowager imprisoned
the emperor, ordered beheaded many of the reformers (the rest fled, many
to live in exile for years) and brought to an abrupt end what is known
today as the 100 Days of Reform. Nevertheless, 1898 marked the first
time that the Chinese government officially acknowledged the necessity
for change in its method of educating people.

It was a greater epoch in the history of China than

any change of dynasty or form of govermment, for it

was a complete break with an educational system based

upon the theories of Confucius and Mencius ....-
Thus, under Tzu Hsi's influence, the govermment's first teatative experi -
ments with educational change ended. In the early 1900s, with the dis-
aster of the Boxer Rebellion, the Chinese government wes forced to take
interest in educational reform efforts. In 1901 an edict from the thxone
abolished one requirement in the examination for literary degrees and
substituted in its place practical essays on current topics. New mem-
orials were entertained which dealt with total abandonment of the clas -
sical examination system. These memorials pleaded for an educational
system which would equip and train citizens for the problems of the
day and fit people for their lives in modern civilization. Meanwhile,
news of the Russian Japanese war, with =11 its surprises, reached the

Chinese government. The Manchu Court, analyzing the surprising results

o

9 John C. Ferguson, "Hodern Education In China,” The Chinese Re-
corder, Vol. LIII (October, 19522) p. 629.
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of the war, came to the conclusion that one of the major reasons for
Japan's success was its use and assimilation of Western learning,lo In
1905 the advocates of reform in China won; the classical examination sys-
tem was formally abolished and a modern school system inaugurated.

Such a change had no precedent in Chinese history. In fact, tra-
ditional scholars would not have realized that inventlons, research and
discoveriss were worthy of nraise, and certainly would nct have considered
studying subjects which would lead to such ends. During this time China
had not been completely without change but the few new ideas and projects
which were entertained were always undertaken with the expectation that
the end result need not be necessarily useful or practical but Chinese!

The government began encouraging young men to study abroad. Japan,
especially, proved to be an attractive educational center for Chinese
students; at one time there were nearly 15,000 students there.ll As
Chinese students flocked abroad, and then returned home, a better under-
standing of Western civilization was made vnossible. These students

became the forces for further reform.

By 1911, one reform movement (the Shing Chung Hsel, renzmed and

reorganized in 1905 as the Tung Meng Hui and as the Kuomintang in 1911)

saw success for its program with the fzll of the Manchu government. The

new Republic’s leaders, notably Yuan Shih-kai and Sun Yat-sen continued

10 Twp things had greatly imporessed the Chinese about modern
thinking in tnhe West; science and nationalism.

11 Ping Wen Kuo, The Chinese System of rublic Education. (New
York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1915) p. 74.
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the program of educational reform and public education grew rapidly.12

The Revolution of 1911 was a landmark in the his-
tory of education in China. Soon after its organiza-
tion the Provisional Government turned its attention
to popular education., It demanded the use of text-
books in harmony with the spirit of republicanism,
emphasized manual work, military and physical exer-
cises, eliminated the classics from the primary
school, and permitted boys and girls to study to-~
gether in the same lower primary schools. It also
stressed social education.

Although the 0ld learning would be preserved, it would never again hold
the position of authority it had held in the past.

A1l this was 'new education' in that its ultimate aim was to train
and equip the learner to take his place in society rather than to pre-
pare him for government service by means of a rigid classical examination
system. The typical school founded during this time produced changes
far nmore revolutionary than its curriculum seemed to warrant. It did so

because it was designed for everybody and was planned as education for

citizenship, The dominant trend was toward Westernization., This led

12 The growth in vublic education during this period can be seen from
the following figures which show the increase in number of government schools.
In 1905 there were 4,222; 1906, 8,477; 1907, 19,830; 1908, 35,913; 1909,
43,086, and in 1910, 52,348. By 1916 there were 129,739 schools. Figures
are taken from P.W. Kuo, op. cit., p. 107 and Christian Education in China
The Report of the China Educational Committee of 1921-22. (Shanghai: Com-
mercial rress, Ltd., 1022) D. 573, hereaiter cited as cnristian Education.
There is some question about the figure for 1916 since the same source lists
122,286 schools for 1917, Either there was a drop in the number of schools
or a miscount, which is not unlikely. Nevertheless, the figures do indi-
cate a tremendous growth., Modern school enrollment jumped from 1,274 in
1903 to 1,625,534 in 1910. (Kuo, op. cit., p. 107)

13 Christian Education, ope cite, pe 16, Dr. Chow, however, dates
coeducation as no earlier than the formation of the Student Union in Peking,
1519. Possibly this was a difference between Chrigtian schools and govern-
ment schools. See Chow Tse-tung, The May Fourth Movement. (Cambridge, Mass.,
llarvard University Press, 1960) p. 123.
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to attack on the Confucian 1:1:‘aci:i.tiomll{L and a popular demand for political
and social refornm.

They aimed at a re-birth of the sld Chinese civilisa-

tion by discovering the hidden secret of Western strength

and absorbing its essence in their own philosophy in or-

der to effect a new synthesis on an intellectual and

spiritual foundation.l5
The change was so rapid that "publishers, schools, and teachers have been

greatly put to it"l6

to make the necessary readjustments or, for that mat-
ter, even to understand more fully the implications of the movement. Tra-
ditional curriculum was pushed aside and the committees asked instead,
"What it is that we want the pupils to know and do?"17 The general ob-
Jjectives finally decided upon were: subjects should fulfill current
needs for social progress, develop a spirit of democracy and offer oppor-
tunities for individual develc-pment.l8 Ethics, so much a part of the

old system, were included wunder "civics" and all subjects were to

include "moral education."l9 For those who had nissed their education

14 Until the advent of the New Culture Movement, the period was not
fruitful in philosophic thought. The new movement's emphasis was on the
destruction of the Confucian tradition. Confucianism was identified with
the conservatism of the past, which, to the new intellectual's minds, at
least, interfered with new ideas and the forces of progress.

15 Tang Leang-1i, China In Revolt. (London: Noel Douglas, 1927)
p. 103, Tang goes on to say that new ideas were welcomed for comparison
and criticism, and nothing was accepted unless it could stand the test
of the scientific method.

16 The Curriculum Committee of the Conference of Federated Pro-
vincial Associations of China, The Outline Standards of the New System
Curriculum. (Shanghai: The Commercial Press, Ltde., 1025) pe 1ii, He Be
Graybill's introduction. (Hereafter cited as The Curriculum Committee.)

17 Ibidog P ive

18 These objectives, along with several others, were adopted and
issued as a Presidential Mandate, November 11, 1922.

1% The Curriculum Committee, OD. Citey Do Yo
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when they were young, the planners made provision for supplementary
education.

As a result of these many rapid changes several things happened
in China. Students in particular, and the public in general, developed
a new attitude toward the problems of life. They became critical and
inquiring. New hope and courage emerged. The importance of the 'scien-

tific method" became greatly emphasized.ao 01d ideas were re-examined

and, if found wanting, discarded.al The '"New Thought Movement' gave

many Chinese -- particularly students -- a new philosophy of life. They
became aware of the unlimited possibility of individual development and

began to realize the importance of the individual to society. Students

develoved a social conscience and educated under the new curriculum, or

abroad, had influence and power far beyond what their numbers would seem
to indicate.

The smallness of their numbers, so far from rendering
them an insignificant factor, in some ways heightened
their influence: in a land so largely illiterate the
words of even an elementary schoolboy were listened
to with respect. For they had inherited the status
of the old literati: these were the new scholars,
and to them was given the scholar's universal venera-

20 V¥here Chinese had revered literary and ethical excellencies of
ancient Chinese classics they now extended their admiration to the prac-
tical realities and usefulness of western science. This was both good
and bad. On the good side this admiration sped up the breskdown of con-
gervatism and dogmatism and made the path for the many changes yet to
come much easier. On the other hand sheer advocacy of a total scientific
spirit was in itself unscientific in that opinions and experiences of
others should have been respected or at least accepted until proven as
not true. Too many students were inclined to throw ocut the knowledge of
centuries simply because it was old.

21 "It was not half-hearted reform or partial renovation which was
being advocated, but a vast and fervent attempt to dethrone the very funda-
mentals of the old stagnant tradition and to replace it with a completely
new culture." Dr. Chow, op. cit., p. 14, in an extensively backed state-
ment.



tion; from then would come the new officialdom; and

they were to embody the ideals of the new civiliza-

tion, whatever that might be.22
The 'mew civilization" turned out to be a repudiation of the old, a wel-
come for the new and a realization that something had to be done about
the country and its people. To put China in its rightful place in the

family of nations meant the masses had to be relded into a- unit. A

writer in The Chinese Recorder, tracing the history of the "Popular

Education Movement"” remarked that the fundamental golution to the

problem

ees is the effective and rapid enlightenment of the
ignorant masses, for these simple reasons: -- The
denger of aggression from wmilitaristic and unscrupu-
lous countries comes from national weakness and na-
tional weakness comes from official corruption and
public inadvertence, Our officials are the products
of our defective social system. The panacea of all
our social and national evile, therefore, is popular
education by which a healthier public opinion may be .
created; and a healthy public opinion will effectlvely
check social and political corruption and thus stabi-
lize our governmental and naticnal structures.23

Education may haove been the foundamental sodukion and obvious answer but
not so obvious was how to go about educating the masses. The students
led a two-pronged attack on the problem by means of a progran of simplified

education and simplified language.

BEI WHA
In 1915 and 1916, two young men exchanged a series of letters in a

popular magazine, This apparently everyday occurrence contributed directly

22 chﬁer, 9.3. Cit., po I'":}‘

23 T. H. lee, "The Popular Education Movement in China," The Chinese
Recorder, Vol. LI (January, 1920) p. 45.




to a radical change in Chinese life, culture and education. It alsc con-

tributed tc the rise of Chinese nationalism as perhaps nothing else had.

The two young men were Chen Tu-hsiu and Hu Shih. They advocated the

adoption of bei wha,zg (the vernscular) as the written langauge, in place

of wen~1i, (the classical literary language).

There had been earlier attempts in Chinese history to replace the
cumbersome wen-li for the more easily learned and managed bei wha, or a
substitute,but none had succeeded. Probably the first to reach the
common man through bei wha literature was the Christian missionary who
published one of the pioneer vernacular books, the Bible. The mission
press congsistently publisghed ~- and made acceptable25—- vernacular
literature. And it was the misgsionary opponents of language reform who
first raised the question of what bearing such a step would have on Chi-
nese nationalism.26 John De Francis, who produced a special study on
the language reform movement, emphasized the close relationship of lan-
guage and nationalism. At one point he states, "The history of the lan-
guage reform movement shows that the problem of the Chinese script is
nothing less than a problem of nationalism.27

The argument over which language to use always seemed to be inten-

sified at the time of any national emergency. One of the early attempts

20

at language reform (that is, in modern times) was made during the 100 Days

24 Variously spelled as pai~hua, nei-hua, Bai Hua, ete. In this

paper it will appear as bei wha, except when spelled differently in direct

quotations.

25 BSome refused to listen on the grounds that anything so easy to
understand could not be worth reading! See Fogter, ovp. cits, pe 95.

26 De E‘ranCi8g 2;2. Cito’ Do 217-
27 Ibid., p. 208.
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of Reform. Liang Chi-chao, when introducing many Western works into
China, created a new style of writing as well as many new terms. His
articles and books were widely read and his style of writing became very
popular and was widely imitated in spite of the opposition and criticism
. . . - . :
0f the old literati. For a time there was algo interest in reforming
the writter language by adopting an alphabetic form of script. Yuan

il s = . . - o} 29 . _

liih~kai lent his suopori to this scheme. Heither attempt was success-
ful. At the time of the revolution (1911l), another attempt was made to

reform the language. By far the most far-reaching attempt of all was

that made during the May 4 period.

-

During the first period Liang, Lu Kan-chang, and others were active

. . 0
in formwing new scrlpt5.3

&

At the time of the revolution, conferences
s s s 1 y

were held to discuss unifying pronunclatlon.3 After May 4, 191Y%, lan-

guage reform began in earnest. This time it was the culmination of work

begun by Chen Tu-hsiu and Hu Shih who exchanged letters in Hew Youth.32

28 Chai Hsuan Chuang, Tendencies Toward A Democratic System of Edu-
cation iﬁ China. (Shanghai: Commercial “ress, Ltd., 1922) p. 1)1.

2% De Francis, ope cit.,pp. Lh-4s,

20 The Emvpress Dowager was suspicious of all such attempts and once
sent her personal physician tc pose as a student "in order to find out what
dangerous thoughts were being hatched in the No. 1 Free School for the Man-
darin Alphabet." See De Francis, op. cit., p. 43.

31 At the time the Committee on Unification of Pronunciation met in
1513 there was a sharp debate between two groups of delegates, one demand-
ing separate romanizations in line with the slogan "Unification of Speech
and Writing," and the other demanding a single standard in line with the
slogan "Unification of the Hational Language.” The latter won. The dele-
gates then proceeded to fix a more precise standard by determining the pro-
nunciation, by majority vote, of several thousand characters. But the Blue-
Green Mandariu that resulted from this procedure was so mixed that it was
later sbandoned in fazver of a form of Mandarin hased on the speech of people
in a specific area. It is thiis that has been accepted as the standard for
the National Laungusge. See De Francis, op. cit., p. 228. This "National
Language" was beil g&g.

32 Ia Jeunes:c, or in Chinese, Hsin Ching-nien.,
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The correspondence began when Chen, writing in New Youth, traced the his-
tory of European literature in an article and tried to make comparisons
with comparable neriods in Chinese literature. He found there was no
comparison; no change had been made in Chinese literature. Hu Shih,

then in America, read the article and wrote to Chen to discuss the »nrob-

23

len of bringing sbout a chauge ian Chinese litersture.” Hu's letter later

became the basis for an article entitled "Suggestions for the Reform of

St 35

Chinese Literature' and was published in New Youth in January, 1%17.

36

Hu advocated the absoslition of clsssical allusion, literary convention
and the strict parallel siructure. lLie attacked the custom of imitating

ancient writers ond argued for creating a living literature. IiHe closed

the article by discussing the hilstorical significance of the spoken lan-

%3 The following comes from Hu Shih, The Chinese Renaissance. (Chi-
cago: The University of Chicago Press, 1934) p. 25. ''Whereas cultural
control in Japan has been in the hands of the ruling class, the cultural
changes in China have always begun from the people, scmetimes from no one
knows where .... &ven in those cases of conscious reform, the leadership
has always come from private individuals who began as small minority ad-
vocates and gradually won over a larger following .... Such changes are
necessarily slow; but sometimes they can be very rapid.... Even the use
of the spoken language (pei hua) in writing both prose and noetry in place
of the classical literary language, became a fashion anmoung all young stu-
dents in the course of only three or four years."

3% Chai Heuan Chuang, op. cit., p. 151. This article is variously
translated as "Some Tentative Suggestions for the Reforwm of Chinese Lit-
erature," (See Hu, op. cit., p. 53-54) or "A& Preliminsry Discussion of
Literary Reform," (gce Chu Chai, op. cite, pe 164). The variance in
translations points up the difficulties of furnishing an exact transla-

ion of the original Chinese. The article appeared both in New Youth
and the quarterly published by Chinese students in America. =

35 In 1017 Hew Youth's circulation increased to 16,000, a consider-
able number considering the conditions of printing in China at that time.
See Chow, op. cit., n. 73. Dr. Chow credits several sources.

36 An erauple: VIt is as if I were to ask that your five gold
pieces he to e as the sandals of lercury to Perseus, instead of asking
in so wmany words for the loan of a five-pound note.” See Foster, op.

cite, pe 92.
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guage (EEE.EE§) and chempioned its adoption as a fitting medium for
literary expression.

An earlier writer, Huang Yuan-yung, had advocated (in 1915) bring-
ing Chinese thought into direct contact with contemporary thought and had
suggested the use of simple and simplified langﬁage and literature but his
ideas did not receive wide acceptance,37 It remained for Hu Shih to launch
the movement by suggesting a practical program for conducting the reform.
Chen Tu~hsiu rose to Hu's support by publishimg an even more startling

38 .
u’Y  Chen's advocations

article, this one called "On lLiterary Revolution.
closely followed the ideas expressed by Hu. These were: the creation of
a fresh and sincere literature of realism, and the creation of a clear and
popular literature of a living society.39
Cnly people who are familiar with the problems of the Chinese language
can understand the immensity and importance of the reforms these two men
advocated. First of all, bei wha was not a new language. It was the
spoken language of a large portion of China. When Hu and Chen advocated

its adoption they advocated its use as a means of literary as well as of

spoken communication. Previously bei wha was accepted as a suitable

37 HNeither, for that matter, did the original letters of Hu and
Chen. Not until Hu's ideas were vigorously supported by Chen ian New
Jouth did the movement gain wide acceptance. (See Chow, op. cit., p. 29.)

38 Chuang, op. cit., p. 152, calls it "For A Revolution in Litera-
ture.”" Another example of the difficulty of exact tramslationa

39 For a complete listing of Hu's original suggestions and Chen's
endorsement see Chuang, gg. cit., ps 151-2., This is readily accessible.
Otherwise the issues of New Youth in which the letters and articles ap-
peared are as follows: Vol. I, Nov. 15, 1915, Chen's article on European
literature. Vol. II, Oct. 1, 1916, Hu to Chen. Vol. II, Oct. 1, 1916,
Chen to Hu. Vol. II, Jan. 1, 1917, Hu's article. Vol. II, Feb. 1, 1917,
Chen's article. Vol. III, April 1, 1917, Chen to a letter-writer. Dr.
Chow also has extensive quotations from these articles. See Chow, op.
citey ppe 271-279.



2k

written language for such things as novels but certainly not for more
scholarly purposes.ho Chen and Hu advocated the use of bel wha for 211
literary communication.

eee We did use Bal Hua in certain kinds of writings, for
example, novels, but nobody ever thought that Bai Hua
could be used in any serious and polite writings. The
movement has taken pains to prove that first, Bai Hua
was used by the best writers of the former age; these
include some of the most learned and popular and hone-
ored scholars. Second, that Bai Hua could be developed
into an elegant and eloquent literature. Third, Bai Hua
can be used in everything, even in writing poetry, on
which the battle was the severest. Fourth, that the
very fact that it is easlier to learn proves that it

is democratic, and because it is democratic it should
be adopted rather than anything else. Fifth, the

more ardent advocates of Bai Hua pointed out the fact
that the old Chinese literary stylekis unfit to be the
tool of philosophy and science eeee

The literary style of writing, or wen~-li, was as "different from Chi-
nese conversation as Latinﬁis from F%ench.”ha and could be acquired only

by great difficulty. Wen=li's very difficulty foreed national icaders to

Lo  Foster, ope cite, pe 96=97, uses the following story to illustrate
the problen. "Onfg'a_fgw weeks ago a Chinese doctor educated abroad, and
ill=acquainted with the advance of modern medicine in China, told a docter
friend of mine that English would have to be used in all medical schools be=-
cause Chinese was impossible as a means of scientific instruction. 'What

do you find difficult to translate?' the British doctor askede. 'Why, cho=
lecystenterostomy, for example,' said the Chinese. 'Gall-bladder-intestine=-
join-togsther~like-lips=~operation,' translated my friend in simple Chinese
such as any uninitiated layman could have understood. 'What's the difficulty?’
The difficulty was that the Chinese doctor could not imagine a Chinese texte
book eszaping from the limits of classical Wenli, especially as, with our
English language generally so free, our learned professions have fallen

into the snare of a 'classical' jargon. And Wenli, the language of old
China's professional men, is not, like Latin, fitted for exactness of ex=
pression. It gloried in a style so condensed as to leave room for a whole
commentary sceee'

41 Timothy Llew, "China's Renaissance == the Christian Opportunity,"
The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LII (May, 1921) p. 305-6.

k2 J, E. Baker, ''Chinese Cult of the Long Gown," Asia, Vol. 28
(April, 1928) Pe 331,
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congider the use of something easier and more familiar to educate the
great masseg of the Chinese people. The obvious choice was bei-wha.
Thus a literary revolutioan would be the solution nany revolutionary
leaders had been looking for.

The »roblenm [of reform] vas first seen by all early

reformers as the »roblem of finding a suitable lan-

guage which could serve as an effective means of

educating t&e vast millions of children and illiter-

ate adults. >

The new leaders realized that onliy through a democratized education could

they reach the people and such a systen of universal education could come

only through a democratized language -- bel wha.

The very cifficulty of the Chinese clasaical langucge —- it is made
up of monosyllables and in some instances one of the monosyllables may
have dozens of different meanings -~ was the chief factcr in conserving
and maintaining the old socizl and political order. Mastery of the lan-
guage and the elegant literary style was the key to participation in
governmental and political affairs and demanded long years of study and
mucn concentration and memory work. Yet in «»ite of 211l difficulties,
the classical system won general apusroval., Nothing had been so highly
regarded in the past as the sacred characters of the clasgical language.
Possibly that is one rezson the masses did revere the schoelar so highly
-~ the scholar achleved what to thew seemed guite ingossible.

In this way the language definitely marked ¢ff the
nation into two groups, and rendered it impossible for
the governed to rise intc the ranks of the governcrs,
once they abandoned this difficult and srecialized lan-
guage which alone led to the prosised land. Rewards

i —————r-

43 Hu Shihg Sﬁn Cit-| Pe 1‘}80
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and high offices were bestowed upoa those who remembered
best the abstruse doctrines, the subtle a &usions, and
the finely polished phrases of the sages.

b5

The difficult written longuage acied s a check on the speken lunguage.

Even though dialects verded fron resion fo region the written language re-

4 . . . . . -
mained the sone, tremendous foctor in medintaiving unity in the Chinese

]

civilization. But to all intents and purposes, learning the written lan-
guage meant learning ¢ new language.

The written language wes so Inflexible that it caused serious prob-
lems in the translation of W%Western works inte Chinese., Zerms had to be
created (e.ge, "light-gos" for hydrogen and "nursing-gas' for oxygen).
¥When such subjects as psychology and socilolegy were traunslated, ideograms
for "crowd-science" and 'soclety-science' were invented. Obviously such
terms were not precise and certainly were nct scholerly. Another major
difficulty was that one translator never knew which terns ancther trans-
lator already had formed to represent certain foreign words. Coanseguently,
e verlety of newly-invented ideoprams emerged which were representations

For words which were imupossible to transistc duvto classical Chinese.

ey

Some boowe, like Thowmas Huxley'is Evolution and Ethics, and iadom Suith's

The Wesltili o) llztions, which were written in modern plain Znglisi, uere
A . L s 47
tranzlisted into srchaic Chinesel
Ll Lancelot Forster, The iiew Culture in China. (London: George

Mlen & Unwin, Ltd., 1126) De 34

45 Words often appear in our own language which are not designated
as acceptable for written communication until some years after their ap-
pearance. Jlun Chinese, new words were almost never agsimilated into 1lit-
erary use.

Y Movements to change the written language can be traced back as
far as the 12th century, however, because the style of writing was so
enphasized in the examination system, and no one could pass if he disre-
garded the rules, change of any sort made little headway.

47  Chow, op. cit., p. 71.
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Under such a asystem Chinese became & language of brevity. The
reader had to supply many of the links which were needed for continuity
of thought. The more educated s man became the more thoughts were

eliminated from the papers he wrote or received, on the grounds that

fl

the reader would alrsady have that knowledge. aritten Chinese becane
the pragserve of a special and limited clazs and this kind of languege

o

made education difficult, expensive and axﬂiuﬁive.hy The movement to
agopt the spoken language as & form of literary wedium made no change
in the traditional script, or characters, but sioply used the charace
ters to weite a literature based more on speech than on style.

Hu Shik was the pioneer in using the vermacular language for
literary purposes. &t this time wen-ll occupied a position in Chiasa
comparable to that of Latin in medieval Burope. Haefore the Henaissance

LS "The wore formal and stilted, the harder to understand, and the
more replete with literary allusions, the better was your style and the
more complimentary to your friend's intelligence.” Foster, op. ¢it., p. 9.

49 Here are a fow examples of Chinese characters and the meanings
they are to convey. (Chinese characters are not phonetic but hierce-
glyphic, descendants of the old ideograms.) "Han”, for example, is repre-
sented by a pair of legs, “field", by a aguare divided into four,
"ealamity', by "flood" on top of "fire"”, and "anger' by "woman' between
two "men", (vhat an excellent picturization!”) Another good example,
alac using the character for “woman” is two such characters in a
vaertical column to represent "quarrel". Three such characters, arranged
in & triangular pattern, indicate “gossip“. As John Foster says, "This
may gsound obvious enough, but many of the characters have developed
through the centuries into weird drawinga comprising nearly thirty
strokes, accusulating "men” mnd “flelds" inte one veritable calamity,
whare ideograms sre altogether lost.” Foster, op. ¢ite, p. 9
Charaeter oxamples are taken from the Foster source cited and "The
Chinese Language Old and New,” The literary Pigest, Vol. 72 (January 21,
1522} pe 50. Hao ToeeTung, in issuing his famous “invitation" {published
in Naow Youth in 1917 and considered by some to be one of the {irst steps
in organization of the Chicese Communist Party) used the pseudonym Vihe
man of twenty-eight strokes" to sign the article since there werc that
many strokes in the Chinese characters forsing bis name.
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in Burope Latin had been used for scholarly correspondence among schol-

ars. The masses had little access to information. But just as Latin in
England gave way to English, or in Germany to German,so wen~-1i in China
gave way tc pei wha.

Wenli is to the whole country what Latin was to
Burope, but with this distinction: that it is
nothing more than a literary language, and cannot
be a means of spoken intercourse as lLatin was =-
Cantonese, Fukienese, Mandarin-speaking people
aund the rest, even when giading it, have each
their own pronunciation,”

Hu Shih made it possible for the average person to learn to read.52 But
he claimed little credit for himself, usually pointing out a variety of
reasons for bei wha's success.

The history of all the modern national languages of
the Buropean nations has revealed that a national

e .

50 In both cases the Bible was in the foreground as a leading verna-
cular publication == just as in China,

51 Foater’ 9_2. .GEE" Pe 89“‘90.

52 Hu Shih is universally recognized as the man most responsible for
initiating and promoting the language revolution in China. He is acknow=-
ledged as such by such varied persons as writers of fiction (Pearl Buck),
researchers of language reform (John De Francis), historians (Kenneth
Scott Latourette and David Owen), Chinese writers (Tang Leang-1i), and
newspaper columnists (Marquis Childe), to list just a few. Hu Shih's
accomplishment in this regard has been compared to that of Chaucer who
popularized an earlier vernacular -- English., Wwhat this change meant to
the ordinary Chinese is difficult to describe. OUne can write of the gen-
eral trends which followed its introduction but cone finds it difficult to
pinpoint the exact benefits to the ordinary citizen. Pearl Buck has made
a valiant attempt in a story book for young people, The Young Revolution-
ist, which although it is a glorified propaganda piece for the
Hationalist movement in China, contains a section of dialog, admittedly
stilted and countrived, which does describe the effect of language changes
on the ordinary person. (See pages 68-69.,) The section ends, "Many of
us did 4it, said the young captain, 'and we all help in it, demanding that
the books the school children use and the newspapers and the magazines
shall 2ll be printed ian the common tongue. The leader of it was one
called Hu Shih and there were others with him, but now we need no leader,
for the thing grows of itself. One day all common men and common women,
even the women in the houses of the poor, shall read and know what they
read.'” Pearl Buck, The Young Revolutionist. {(New York: Friendship
Press, 1932) p. 69.
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lasguage is always a dialect which, in the first place,
must be the most widely spoken and most generally under=
stood of all the diaslects 6f the country; and which,
second, must have produced a fairly large amount of
literature,so that its form ic more or less standerd=-
ized ves 77

Bei wha was spread by enthusiastic students who used it in their
activities following May L., Almost all of their propaganda was written
in the vernacular, both because students' appreciated the value of bei
wha and because they wanted to reach as wide an audience as passi’ble.54
Within six months of the May 4 incident more than 400 new periodicals

appeared,pj all in the vernacular. Older magazines changed to bei wha.

5% Hu Shih, op. c¢ite, p. 58
54 Dr. Sun advocated the use of propaganda, saying that it should

be used to inspirs men to the point where they would even sacrifice their
lives.

55 Four hundred seems like 2 great many but several writers use this
figure. Hu Shih says, "During the years 1919-20, there appeared about 400
small periodicals, almost all of them published by the students ... and
2ll of them published in the spoken language of the people ..." (Hu Shih,
ops Citey pe 56)e Another writer said, "Starting in 1917 with New Youth,
the number of papers and periodicals published in the vermacular reached
four or five hundred by 1920." 'China's Language Rcvolution," The
literary Digest, Vol. 92 (March 12, 1527) p. 72. DNote that they give a
longer time span. Somevhat more conservative was thie writer ... as a

esult over cne hundred newspapers and magazines, and original and transe
lated books ... have been issued in this plain language of the people.”
"Modern Movements in China," The Missionary Review of the World, Vol XLIV
(October, 1921) p. 752. H. C. Bu says, "All of a sudden more than two
hundred new publicatiocns appeared." H. C. Hu, "The New Thought Mcve-
ment," The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LIV (August, 1923) p. 447. The quality
no doubt varied but one 'Yold China hand", returning to China after
several year's absence picked up some forty differeni magazines and
found in them "more up=to~date things discussed and a wider range of
opinions expressed ... than in any combinatiom of forty-seven magazines
picked up from Americen newspaper stands ("China's Language Revolu~
tion," ope. cite, ps 72)s Said The Internatlonul Review of Missions,
"The 1~apldly increasing use and remoulding of the Pei=nau ... incstead of
the classical (Wenli), perhaps the most striking literary revolution in
history =- is transforming literary usage and adding enormously to the
stream of books and periodicals which are pouring the best and worst of
modern thought into China." "The Year 1922 In China," The Internatiocznal
Review of Missions, Vol. XIT (April, 1923) p. 200,
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The students' need for a language of national communication, plus their
desire to "throw out the old and bring in the new," helped to bring bel
wha into popular usage and made it generally accertable., In fact, the
only communications the students continued to produce in wen-l1i were
their letters to the government.

Political parties, ceeing the value of a press accessible to the
people and favorable to their own platforms, inaugurated their own ver=

=
56 HYany "commercial newspapers (i.e., not student-

3
published) continued for a time to print in "easy wen=li'.”(

nacular publicationse.

There was opposition, of course. The traditional scholar fought
the movement, as well he might since it was a challenge to his position,
and some conservative government officials alse fought it, being afraid
of the radical views which appeared in the bei-wha press. But most
opposition was doomed to failure.

eee to try to meet this movement with the traditional
attitude of blackmail and bully, or even of bargaine
ing, is to succeed only in being laughed at., Especially
when the basis of China's educated democracy has been
widened as the result of the elevation of the "pai-hua"
to the status of the literary language, and of the
activities of the Popular Education Association.””
VERWACULAR PUBLICATIONS

One of the best known and most widely read of the new vernacular

56 The Kuomintang began Weekly Review in June, 1919, in Shanghai.
Sun Yatesen gave his approval to the vernacular in January, 1920. Mao
Tse~tung continued active in the New People's Study Society and edited
a paper, the Hsiang River Review, which became well known. The Chin-
putang supported the vernacular movement as far back as the spring of
1516. The Anfu Club published in the vernacular as a defense to attacks
made on them. Virtually all political groups produced their propaganda
in the vernacular from then on.

57 "Easy wen=-1i" can be compared to an informal Latin. "... Low
Latin, if you will ..." says Foster, op. cit., p. 97.

56 Tan@, OE. Si.}".’ Pe 1500
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magazine was New Yout:h.:)9 New Youth was begun as Youth Magazine in

Shanghai, September 15, 1915. (Its Chinese name was Ching-nien~-tsa=-chi.)

When it became New Youth (Hsin Ching-nien) it was often called La

Jeunesscs Its editor was Chen Tu-~hsiu and in the early years he

PRS-

published the magarine infrequently.éo

————— aAmtncm o

and Chou Tso-jen was a {requent coatributor, From January, 1918, on most
of the nagazine was written in the vernacular.al The magazine was directed
to young intellectuals and criticized traditional ways while firmly sup-
porting the New Thought Movement. Translations of Western authors (e.g.
Turgenev and wilde) were frequently published. Hu's article on language
reform appeared in this nagazine and a great variety of experimental
Chinese literature appeared from time to time. In its early years many
Kuomintang people wrote for it but shortly after the New Youth Society

was formed in 1919, there was dissension and Chen organized a Socialist

Youth Corps. New Youth supporters and other groups (Chen included)

52 Liang Chi-chao started a magazine (The New People) in 1903 which
often carried articles encouraging the renovation of the Chinese nation
by means of virtues and traits (nationalism, freedouw, rights and liber-
ties, etc.) acquired from the West. Thus New Youth was not the first
advocate of change.

60 For example: There was a2 gap from June through November in
1919, because the editors were involved in the May lUth events.

€1 "China's Language Revolution," op._cit., p. 72 uses the figure
from 1917 on. Actually that's when the magaszine began printing Hu's and
Chen's correspondence and advocated use of bei wha. when New Youth did
begin printing almost exclusively in bei wh& 1t did so almost alone.
"But shortly after June, 1919 ... therc sprang up in all parts of China
numerous periodicals edited in most cases by young students who had caught
the new spirit ...." Chai Heuan Chuang, op. cit., p. 15Z. Thus the im-
petus for further bei wha publication was the “May 4 uprising. Chai's
source i3 "Intellectual Chiaa in 119", an article by Hu Shih which ap-
peared in a special issue of the Peking Leader in 1920.
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combined to create the Chinese Communist Party in 1920 and New Y.uth
became their organ. The magazine ended publication in 1922 and thus

brought to a close one of the must influentiasl publicaticus of tle

62
Chinece Renalosance. There was no other wmagazine with so much influe
2 03 4 * S 6::'{’ E . 1
cnee and prestige at this time as New Youth. Poosibly the closest

competiter was New Tide (Hoin Chow or Renaissance), founded and published

in 19LlC by & group of students from Peking University. They selected the

L

nagme New Tide because they recoguized in the New Thought Ui.vemenl several
. - Y 3 s 6" L‘.

strilking similiarities to the Burcpean Renaissance. They selected

tnree goole for thelr puklicatica =- & critical spirit, scientific thinke

ing and reformed rhietoric. They also supported the reforms advoced by

Hew Youth.

e

Chen Tu~hsiu and Li Taw-chao (whe gave the group a room in the library
at Peking University, for use as their office) helped arrange financial

62 "China's Language Rovolution,” op. cites pe 70, calls New Youth
the "standard vearer of the literary revoiuticm." T. L. Shen refers to it
as "the forerunner and sometimes considered as the organ of the New
Thought Hovement. .o« In the pages of this periodiczl we can find the
first touch of the vital life problems cf the Chinese people." T. L. Shen,
"A Study of the Anti-Christian Movement," 'The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LVI
(April, 1925) p. 229«30. Timothy Le. says of llew Youth, "(it) has been
recognized as the dynamo which generated the pnaer “of the movement."
(Timothy Lew, 0p. cit., pe 302).

63 "I began to read this magazine (New Youth) while I was a student
in the normed college and adumired the articles of Hu Shih and Chen Tu-hsiu
very muche. They became for a while my models, replacing Liang Ch'iechao
and Kang Yu-wei, waon I had adlready divblf&@&o" dao Twe-tung as quoted by
Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China, (llew York: Grove Press, Inc., 1933,

Aot g a1~

Black Cit Edition n. 157,

€4 According to Hu Shik, up. cite, p. Ll these included "a conscious
wovenment to promote a new liter Zture ia the living langumge of the people,’
and "a movement of conscious protest against mony of the ideas and institu-
tions in the traditional culture se¢s & movement of reason versus tradi-
tion, freedom versus authority, and glorificaticn of life znd human
values versus their suppression.'" Hu points out that the movement was also
hwsonist ir that it was led by wmea vho kncow their cultursl heritoge and
tried to study it with the new methodoclogy of modern historical criticlism
and research.




support for the new magazine and both Hu Shih and Chou Tso-jen became ade-
visors. New Tide also had a soclety to support it (founded in December,
1913) and many of its members were Peking University studenta.éj Both
nagasine and socilety were noted for their critical spirit, scientific

thinking and use of bei wha., The society lasted only a year but the

magazine contiunued into 1922, ILike New Youth, New Tide also printed

translations of Wostern works and devoted special issues to Marx, Dewey
and the llew Thought Hovewent. Like Hew Youth, it interrupted publica=-
tion in 1919 (from May to October) to participate in the May 4th uprise
inge. With editors and contributors busy with protest movements no one
had time to edit and preduce a magazine.
Hewspapers appeared, too. The "easy wen-1i" press gave way to the

still easier bei-wha paper.

The fate of thuse which did not thus respond to popular

demand is illustrated by the example of a famous

Shanghai daily, Shin pao (Times). Before 1919 it was a

favorite in Chinese educational circles. But after

1219 when the thought of the young intellectuals tock a

new turn the paper etill clung to its traditicnal form

and contents As a result its circulation dropped gap-

idly, and it was soon forced to cease publication.

Newspapers had existed in China for many years but most of them had a

very limited circulation and in very few ways resembled the press of

65 To all intents and purposes, Peking University was headquarters
for the many reform movements of the period. ILeaders of many of the
movements were professors at the school, Leaders of the student move-
ments were memberc of the university's study body. The university
traced its history from the Society for the Strengthening of Learning,
establiched in 1835 by ILdiang Chi-chow and Kzng Yu-wei. In 1598 it
became the Imperial University and was later closed for two years after
the Boxer Rebellion. In 1912 it had become the National University of
Peking and was considered the leading institution of higher learning in
Chince Inrollment increased at a rapid rate after Tsel Yuan-pei became
chancellor.

66 Chow, Ope citey Do 181,



today. In 1893 there had been a flurry of newspapers in experimental
reformed Chinese but most of these were shortwlived and never recached
the people. Immediately aiter the Revolution of 1911 newspapers ap=-
peared again and flourished until Yuan Shih-kai began suppressing them.
Thers had been nearly 520 daily newspapers but very few survived the

campaign against theowm. Then came the New Thought Movement and the May

fuprisings and boi-wha papers sprang up almost overnight.

3ixty years agoe in the whole of China there existed
one news-~sheet, and that supposed to be the oldest in
the world! China, which had her printing presses long
centuries befors Caxton; China, from whom the West
twelve hundred years ago learned the art of making
paper = China had never felt the need of news.

For all her wvillagers lived a little local life, and
vhat news was there sgxe the price of rice and the
goscip of the streest.

The nev magazines and neuzpapers provided a channel of communication for
young intellectuals and olso became a meens of instructing (or propagan=
daizing) the general public, some of whom were beginning to learn to read.
"The *periodical fever' during the months following the May Fourth Incie-

dent was an epochemzking event both in the development of Chinese public

opinion and in the shaping of the new Chinese intellectuals."68

The pericdicals? influence was tremendous.69 The letters=-to=thew

editors columus, for example, became a public platform where nearly any-

———————————

Fata
P

¢f Foster, op. cite, p. 95
53 Chow, op. Cite, p. 150,

69 "Igunorant coolies thought the printed word was sacred. BEvery-
where in the cities they had stone receptacles for wante raper with
words on it and someone would take the words away and burn thenm
reverentlys ... But the weirdest thing of all wuas that the Chinese
believed anything in print had to be true.'" Richard iicKenna, The Saand
Pebbles., (lew York: Harper and Row, 19€2) p. Jh-.



thing could be discussed.7o Every important political crisis ~= especial=
ly those concerning foreign aggression =~ was dutifully covered. And
each crisis created new difficulities as more people learned of China's
disgraceful position and learned to resent each new imposition. HNationale
ism continued to spread and the popular press did its share to see that
public opinion was created and had an opportunity to express itself.
From 1919 onwards young China had been consciously

engaged in making public opinion, or, as they them- ”

selves express it, "spreading the spirit of revolution."
Circulation of the popular periodicals grew rapidly.72 As circulation
rose, newspapers increased in power and influence. Chinese officials,
just as officials everywhere, were not fond of public cricitism and
paid a great deal of attention to what the popular press had to say.

As with magazines, quality of the newspapers varied. Putnam Weale,

in particular, criticized China's popular press, calling it a "yellow

70 Hu Shih and Chen Tu~hsiu first discussed the use of bei wha in
a letter exchange in New Youth.

71 Foster,_op. cit., p. 51. Foster then goes on to point out that
these "amateur attempts to rouse public opinion" were reinforced by the
Kuomintang, "the first party to appreciate the support of this nucleus
of public opinion and to make a bid for its extension." (See Foster,

Pe 53.) Foster also reported, "One of the greatest British authorities
on China, the late Sir John Jordan, said, *'Public opinion, which was
formerly nonexistent or inarticulate, is now a growing and powerful
influence and the studeal movement is a factor which no government can
afford to ignore.'" (Foster, p. 53=55).

72 One subscriber was Mao Tse~tung. Discussing the money available
to him, Mao told Bdgar Snow, "Of this amount I must have used a third for
newspapers, because repi.Y subscriptions cost ne about a dollar a month,
and I often bought books and journals on the newc- _tands. My father
cursed me for this extravagance. He called it wasted money on wasted
paper. But I had acquired the rewspaper reading hebit, and from 1911 to
1927, when I climbed up Chingwkanshan, I never stopped reading the daily
papers of Peiping, Shanghai and Hunan." Snow, op. cit., p. 145. Snow's
footnote explains that modern newspapers were still something of a
novelty at the time, and many people, especially officials, locked on
them with dismay.
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73

press." Weale believed many papers limited themselves to propaganda

Yexpanding the briefest messages into vast denuncilations in which verie

74

fied information is conspicuous by its absence.” Editors going too

far in vhat they said in print were occasionally imprisoned and a few
were executed. Weale felt that, generally speaking, the Chinesc edi-
torial writer "would rank elsewhere as anything but a very ssconde-rate
writer=“75 Some of these criticisms are no doubt legitimate but there
are reasons for the poor quality of much Chinese reporting. For example,
many of the papers were founded to oppose the existing regime and the
warlords, and to alert everyone to the activities of the pro-Japanese
government in its relation to other nations. In addition, much of the
news printed by the papers came through a "pool' arrangement (i.e., an
"Assoclated Press" service). HNews received this way could not always
be verified and the news services of that fime did not have the reputa-

tion for responsibility as does the Associated Press. This "pooled

T

7% Putnam Weale, Why China Sees Red. (New York: Dodd Mead and
Company, 1925) p. 121. Later (p. 155) Weale says "... journalism is
after all a mild form of blackmail with them."”

74 Weale, ope cit., p. 120. Later (p. 142) he says, "No state=-
ment in the Chinese press is ever absolutely true, but almost every
categorical statement is based on a fragment or echo of something import-
ant, heard at the key=hole." Perhaps Weale was bitter about the quality
of Chinese reporting because he himself was a reporter and few good re=-
porters enjoy seeing the term "reporter" given to someone who does not
equal their generally high standards. What Weale forgot is that the
quality or accuracy of the story is not always under the control of the
reporter. Story material often was released which could not be checked
for accuracy and had to be accepted at face value. For example, there
is an issue of the North China Star which carries on its front page two
news releases from opposing sides in a war between tuchuns. Each side
claims victory in the latest battle! The editor of the Star published
the stories under this headline: 'Both Sides Claim Victory In First
Armed Clash o There May Have Been a Fight." (The North China Star,
July 16, 1920, hereafter cited as The Star.)

75 Weaie, op. ¢it., p. 120.
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news"” is also one reason why news spread so far so fast; it was ace
cessible to all.76
While the new magaczines and newspapers were not read by all, the
news they contained was certainly understandable by all and student
speakers saw to it that the people heard it. As a result the common
people rapidly became able to express themselves as “public opinicn.™
The revolution in communication spread throughout the country. In the
course of a few years, the literary revolution succeeded in giving to
the people a national language, and brought about a new age of literary
expression. The movement made it possible for countless thousands to
acquire a knowledge of things entirely unknown to the average Chinese
of a quarter of a century before. Perhaps the most important sign of

beili wha's success was the extensive use made of it by the Kuomintang and

Hationalist forces. Dr. Sun's Three People's Principles, in bei wha

translation, was probably read more widely than the Bible, in spite of
the years of head start the Bible had as a vernacular publication.?7
REW SOCIETIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

Alsc important at this time were the many soclieties and organiza-
tions which were formed (e.g., New Youth Society, New Tide Society).
Some organizations were formed specifically to work with the illiteracy

problem in China. One such group was the National Association for the

76 The Chinese press was not the only news organization to suffer
criticism. Said L. A, Lyall, Chinese Maritime Customs Administration,
of the British press, "I would like to make a practical suggestion, that
the British press in China should be publiched in the Russian language,
and then the Soviets will get the benefit of the ill=-will it creates
and not the English people,’ T. F. Miliard, "Undermining Our Chinese
Policy," Asia, Vol. 27 (November, 1927) p. 393.

77 Foster, op. cit., p. 101,
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Spread of Popular Education, whose motto was "abolition of illiteracy

<
in Chine within this generation."70 Another soeciety was the Young China
Azsnciation which was dedicated to "Social Service under the guidance of

e
the Scientific Spirit.”TJ The society published z magazine called The

dournal of the Youny China Associaticn, which together with Hew Youth

wes one o1 the fevw magszines to retain its original aim and publish
regularly.do
Young China Society is one of the fruitful resulis
of the Renalssance Movement. From the beginning it
stood for a acientifiglattitude. a progressive spirit
and sacrificial acts.

S$till another society was the Shang Chih Hsueh Hul, an organization
of leading men in Peking whose main objective was to introduce Western

culture to China, DMembers generously supported the society and the

group sponsored the visits of John Dewey and Bertrand Russell to China.82

The group also arranged for the translation of many Western works into

73 Tang, op. Cite, p. 104.

79 He Co Hu, Ope CiGe, pe 450. According to Chow Tse~tung, ''The
initiation of the Young China Association was only one example of the
save=the=nation movement which developed under the stimulus of the proe-
Japanese policy of the government. The more apparent this policy becane,
the closer were the contacts between the advocates of the new literature
and new thought movements and public anti-Japanese and pactriotic groups."
See Chow, op. c¢ite, p. 80-31.

}&O H. C. HL{. ?ﬂc Cith" Pe L‘SOO
L)}. T. L‘ She.‘(l, .?;RQ cit!’ p' 229"‘50'

%2 An extraordinary degree of interest was shown in liberal and
radical thought of the vest, The writings cf Karl Marx and Tolstoy en-
joyed emnrmous popularity. The lectures of John Dewey and Bertrand
Russell, both of whom spent many months in China, were enthusiastically
received by the student classzes. Dewey stayed in China two years and two
months, during and after the May 4 period. His lectures were interpreted
by Hu Shih and covered topics in philosophy, polities and education. The
lectures were published by newspapers and magazines and later issued in
book form. One book went through 14 Chinese printings, highly unusual at
the time. Dewey was the first Western philosopher to make so many
speeches in modern China.



Chinese (e.ge, Platc's Republic; and rctramslatioas, that is, works from

.
. e 8%
ven-li sud bei whae)

Literary societies sprang up "like nmshrcmmns,"&L§ after May &, 1919.

Peking University alone had more than 100 different kinds of societies

5

formed under student initiative.@ Involvement in these societies was

a tremendous help in training students for service. Actuslly, social
service by students was a comparatively new idea. what little service
they had rendered in previous years was rendered inside the school. HNow
social service both inside and outside the school became commonplace.
"In nearly every one of the schools of middle grade and above, there is

a poor school run by the students and some of them have done excellent

a
work ...."U6 But the students not only taught their groups in schools,

they also went out onto the highways and byways to teach those who were
87

‘"too poor to pay even a dollar a year."

The introduction of a popular written language probably tripled the

8% Other authors translated: Tolstoy, Kropotkin, Lenin, Ibsen,
Einstein, Marx, Bergson, Wells, Russell, Dewey, Kant, Darwin, Spencer,
Huxley and James.

34 Y. T. Wu, "Hodern Student Life," The Chinese Recorder, Vols LIV
{August, 1923) p. 474,
& Ibid.,

Ibid., p. 475.

37 Forster, op. cite, p. L43. On the previous page, Foster
describes how a peasant wight be taught his first lesson in readinge
"The lesson starts with a picture in which 2 blind man is depicted asking
a farmer friend to read for him a letter which he has received, but the
farmer says e cannot read. "Well then," says the blind man, “you are
just as badly off as I am. You are blind, too.’ ilere are the characters
meaning "blind man," and also for “the mam who cannot read’ -- and so the
peasant is launched upon his first lesson in reading and writing his own
language.’
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reading public in China at this time.sg As a result of the acceptance
of bei wha, the time required to learn the fundamentals of reading was
reduced from several years to several mounths of intensive study.

Gf China'es four hundred million or mcre inhabitants
ondy about five per cent can read at all, and no nore
than two per cent are veal masters of the written lan-
guagee. It ic guite possible that 275,000,000 Chinese
may learn to read snd write%githin one generation, or
even in the next ten yearse

By 1920 the Ministry of Dducation had ordered that by the beginning of
the fall term in 1921, textbooks for the first two grades in the primary
schools should be in the vernacular 1anguage.90 After this the verna-
culex soon spread to the middle and higher schools.

i cannot put too much emphasis upon the significence and
the great import—mce of the battle which this movement
has won in this regard, |[the author is referring to the
move of the Ministry of Education) for if anyone can point

[RTT———

88 P. Kuo, "Chinese Statement of the Chinese Case," Asia, Vol. 25
{(December, 1925) p. 10%36. Kuo goes on to say, "At the precent rate of
progress it is possible that, within a generation, the degree of literacy
in China will be as high as in many nations of the West." Tang, op. cit.,
pe 105, uses figures from the Chinese mails to show how the newspapers
end magazines increcsed in circulation. "... 97 million newspapers and
magazines were carried in 1924 ... 21 millions in 1923 ... and hardly

one million ten years 20 eees"

{9 He Co Reynolds, “"Turning A Leaf of the Book of Knowledge," Asia,
Vole 15 (November, 1919) p. 1146, There's quite a discrepancy in literacy
figures. Foster, op. cit., ps 47, uses the figures one per cent of 400
million who can read and write but explains with a footnote that many of
the figures are guesses. Dr. Chow, op. cit., ps 9 in a footnote, says
that during the May Fourth Movement zbouf o0 per ceut of the Chinese
people were illiterate. F. F. Liu gives as an official figure for Chinese
literacy in 1925, 20.0, but this is somewhat past the periocd in Chinese
history which we are covering in this paper. It dies show, however, that
the rate rose rapidly. See Fo ¥Fo Liu, 4 Military History of liodern China
15241949, (Princeton, N.J., Princeton University Press, 195€) p. 142,

50 By this time bei wha had acquired the more respectable name of
"Nationsl Language of China.” The chanze to bei wha was voted in spite
of the fact that the Ministry was under a reactionary government. In
1922 elementary aand =mecondary textbonks were also ordered to be prepared

in the national language.
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to a definite fact, indicating how and why the movement

has been so successful, it is the success which the

movement has achieved in making a place for Bai Hua, in

spite of the thinking of the Chinese people being based

on, guided by and controlled by the o0ld literary write

ings. In attacking here it attacked the root of all

evil -~ the citadel of power of the old Chinesegxiewpoint

in philosophy and moral and religious life ....
To assist in its objectives the Ministry of Education established (in 1919)
a National Language Unification Commission, one of its tasks being to

92 Progress in the

supervise the use of the National Phonetic Alphabet.
language thereafter was phenomenal.

When we compare a modern Chinese dictionary with one

published fifty years ago, we find that the Chinese

vocabulary has increased at a greater rate than ggrhaps

the vocabulary of any of the European languages.
Leaders in building a new China through education included many of the
intellectuals who were prominent in the Renaissance and May & movements.
Hu Shih, for example, was a member of the committee assigned the task of
devising a new curriculum for China's schools. He also wrote several of
the outlines for courses on the National Language (bei wha). Interest-
ingly enough, the course outline provided for the changeover from bei wha
to wen-li which was used extensively in the upper 1avels.9u

Supplementing the efforts of the Ministry was the Mass Educution

Movement. This movement had its origin during the World War when un~
educated Chinese coolies were sent abroad as laborers. These men could

not read or write and consequently received little news from home. James

Yen of the Y.M.C.A. went to France as a volunteer and began teaching

91 Timothy Lew, op. cite, p. 306.

G2 This alphabet consisted of 39 national phonetic letters
originally "Phonetic Symbols." See Chu Chai, op. cite., p. 171.

9% Chai Hsuan Chuang, ope. cit., p. 150.
94 Curriculum Committee, op. cit., p. 6k
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coolies the basis of the Chinese written language. To everyone's amaze-
ment, the so=-called "ignorant" coolies were able to learn to read and
write simple phrases. The next step was to begin a simple language
newspaper.,

Later James Yen was put in charge of the eatire education program
for the 200,000 Chinese abroad. He taught otherc the same mothods he
had used and classes for Chinese laborers were formed throughout France.
Yen later experimented four years with various teaching systems and the
end result was a one-thousand character system divided into four readers
of 24 lessons each. The average peasant learning to read and write
under this system, could complete one reader a month. All four books
could be covered in about 96 hours of classroom instruction per day.

(A busy farmer could spare one hour's time. He could also afford the
three cents each book cost.) By 1923195 the experiments culminated in
the organization of the Chinese National Association of the Mass Educa-
tion Movement. James Yen became the Association's general director.
The association was formed "for the purpose of awakening, enlivening,

96

and enlightening," the Chinese people. Through this movement the ordi=-

nary Chinese was introduced to an education aimed at giving him a

fuller, richer and better 1ife.97

ek —————

95 See T. H. Lee, op. cit. MNr. Lee refers to the Popular Education
Movement as “only one of the indirect results of this student movement."

96 TForster, ope c¢it., p. 146, TForster estimates the common people
at 85 per cent of the whole.

87 According to Foster, Ibide, p. 150, the Mass Education people
gave advice and equipped the tescher with the proper techniques of teach=
ing the basic 1,300 characters {note difference in number = James Y¢-'s
bocks used 1,000 clharacters) and also provided tho nscessary literature.
James Yen dec crioo how to@ chers, Vtucenu~, school rooms and supplies
were acquired in Hen wxnd Women of Far Horizoans, conpiled and edited by
Jesse R. “lsoa. (Qlew fork: lfleﬂﬁuﬂlﬂ Progs, ] ,,,} r. 50 f£f.
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NATIONALISM

As the educated public grew, inturest in China as a nation grew.

Nationalism spread across the country.9

eses the Literary Revolution bhecame an important phase in
the whole social and political movement which marked t§§
upsurge of Chinese nationalism in the present century.

Phe cause of Chinese nationalism was intellectual alienation.loo The

thinking of Confucius, if accepted at all, was not for what he had said,
but because he was (.inesel The ideal of young China was to have a
strong, uaited and independent country. The best way tc achieve this

goal, they thought, was to take the best of what the west and China

ovfered and combine theme. Leaders of this plan were the inte lligentsma.101

98 1In China, this meant the process of making the nation, instead
of the family, fundamental to the new civilization. MNany revolutionary
leaders felt that until this was done the Revolution would not be a
Success.

99 De Francis, op. cite., p. 219.

100 The following dialog is taken from Pearl buci's The Young
Revalutionist 'Y '“20 Cito » Do 101"102.

Sir eee why is it we are not to believe what tis old s sage said?¥

And the young captain said gravely and as one who knows all things,
"These sayings are old and useless and do not serve the day. We have
our cause and we must treat ruthlessly all who oppose it. Most of all we
are not to believe that men in the whole world are brothers, for our ene-
mies are men and how can we call them our brothers? No, first of all we
must get up our own country and we must be against all such as are not our
countrymen. This is called nationalism and Sun Yatesen says nationalism
must come first.™

101 All agree that the "intelligentsia" were the core of the new
culture movement. S.ys Foster, op. cite, pe 61 " ... the tremendous in=-
fluence of the student class, the nucleus of China's nationalisn ecees”
Tang, op. cite, p. 149, "The leaders of this movement are the best pro-
ducts of Chinese civilization: the intelligentsia, whose power, as
Chinese histeory has shown, no amount of force can subdue.' Later,

(pe 152) he says, "The Chinese intelligentsia has been, in the past, the
real power in the State; it is still so to=-day, and it will remain so in
the future.” Comments T. L. Shen, op. cit., p. 227, "To deal with the
present subject adequately we must not fail to appreciate the important
role which the intellectual class of China have always played throughout
past generations. They have created and moulded public opinion in this
great and ancient land."
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In the early stages there was more or less agree-
ment among the reformers on such objectives as
strengthening the country, promoting the advance of
scientific studies, and welding the people more firmly
together. Although there was some understanding of
these objectives as related to the nationalist struggle
in China, it was only after the May Fourth Movement of
1919 that the relationship began to be stated in more
political terms. Sporadically in the twenties and
more consistently in later years, Chinese nationalists
came to speak of their giaﬁ as destroying the vestiges
of "feudalism" in China.

Their key tools were popular educaticn and effective communication. Bei
wha played an important role in both. In fact, De Francis goes so far

as to say bei wha's victory was due to its identification with the cause
of Chinese nat:14:)nard.:i,sm.:LOZ§ China's several dialects -=- with a literary
language foreign to all -= was a real drawback in any attempt to unite

the country. HNow with China's interest in bei-wha there was a real oppor-
tunity to build & national language and thus eventually, national unity.

The political revolution, therefore, went hand in hand
with a literary revolution, and, according to Mr. Low
Kwong-lai, a graduate of Harvard University, the change
from the classical language for literary uses into the
vernacular, that is the language spoken today by the

102 De Francis, op. cit., p. 237. Chen Tu=hsiu, Hu Shih, Tsai Yuan-
pel, Li Ta=chao and others had for several years advocated that {he young
people of China should take an interest in government affairs and poli-
cies. Thus the action of May 4, 1919, can be attributed, in part, to the
influence of these literati, even though they did not directly suggest
the protest, it certainly fit in with their kind of thinking. Then when
the government abused both leaders and students involved in the new
literature it gained the intellectuals the syupathy and support of the
other students, even those who had hesitated to adopt bei wha. The very
fact that the Wew Thought leaders aided and abetted student revolution=-
aries gained additional support for the renaissance. Students realized
that these new literati were trying to lead young China along a brighter
and more profitable intellectual path and it was a goal with which they
could agree whole-heartedly. Thus, as Dewey reported in Asia, 'Con-
cretely and practically it |[new culture movement| is associated with the
student revolt that began on May 4, 1919." See John Dewey, '"New Culture
in China," Asia, Vol. 21 (July, 1921) p. 581.

105 De Franclis, ope. cite, p. 1l.
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people, is nothing short of Yan iatellectual and
spiritual revelution which arouses the creative
encrgy of the Chinese and awakens the dgpmant
national cousciousness of 400,000,000.7
Not until the advent of the New Culiture movement was there any marked
change in Chinese thought. At no previous time in Chinese history had
there been such a change. The entire Renaissance movement formed a
nevw reoad to national development by giving up, at whatever cost, the
practices of blindly copying the old and instead created an atmosphere
in which one became free to assimilate and adapt the good things of all
cultures as well as China's own.
SUMMARY
The intellectuals were the leaders of this "New Culture' movement.
« « o the increased consciousness and activity of
Chinege intellectuals along these lines at this
period must surely be recognized by E&gtorians as
an event of worldewide significance.
They supported the proposal to adopt a new literary language and they
were the products and promoters of a new system of education. At first
this "revolt" appeared to casual observers to be simply a protest against
corrupt politicians, stimulated by the failures of Chinese claims at
Versailles (i.e., Shantung). But in reality it was a revolution fed by
countless humiliations and ignited by the Decision.
The Renaissance movement of the last two de=
cades Giffers from all the early movements in being
a fully conscious and studied movement. Its leaders

know what they wont, and they know what they aust
destroy in order to achieve what they want. They

104 "China's Language Revolution," op. cit., p. 63, Predicted Ming
Ju Cheng, op. cit., p. 171, "Ultimately, all the varying sections of
China‘'s population will come to regard themselves as integral parts of
the nation, and nationalism, one of Dr. Sun Yat Sen's '"Three Peoples®
Principles,' will at length be realized."

10) ChOW’ ggo Citt' Poe IL}.



want a new language, a new literature, a new outlook on
life and society, and a new scholarship. They want =
new language, not only as an effective instrumentalily
for popular education, but also as the effective medium
for the development of the literature of a new China.
They want 2 literature that shall be capable of express-
ing the real feelings, thoughts, inspirations, and aspira=
tions of a growing nation. They want to instil into the
pecple a new outlock on life which shall free them from
shackles of tradition and make them feel at home in the
new world and its new civilization. They want a ncw
scholarship which shall not only enable us to under=-
stand intelligently the cultural heritage of the past,
but also prepare us for zctive participation in the work
of research in the modern sciences. This, as I undei56
stand it, is the mission of the Chinese Renaissance.

Acluzlly, the movement was unorganized, in that there was no chief offie
cer, paid staff or central organizatian.lo? All looked toward Pekiag
University and the intellectuzls there == especially to Hu Shih, Chen
Tu~-hsiu and Teai Yuan-pei. Ieaders of the new movement attacked almost
everything held dear by the people, yet succeeded in winning these same
people to their support. The New Thought Movement gave to China a new
philosophy of life wherein the individual's importance became recognized.
It made the people humgry for knowledge and gave them courage to attack
reverence for tradition. The movement gave China a philosophy of life
in whick the individual's impcrtance became recognized. It made the
people hungry for kunowledge and gave them courage which helped to unify
them as a nation. It taught the people how to think critically and made

them aware of themselves as a aation,.

e s st

106 Hu Shih’ QEQ 9}2-, P 46‘1'4’70

107 1Ibid., pe ixe "eee cultural changes of tremendous signifie
cance have taken place and are taking place in China, in spite of the
absence of effective leaderchip and centralized control by a ruling
class eees' And from "Modern rovemenits in China," op. cit., p. 751=52,
"ihe intellectualisi movement is as yet unorganized, and is without
formally chosen officers or members, but it ctands everywhere for
certain definite things."
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Before our sight one-fifth of the people of the globe
are moving from the middle ¢ges intc the moderan day,
attempting to realign their traditional mode of life
with the demands of the twentieth century, and, at
the same time, to gain for their country a plfﬁg of
dignity and respect in the family of nations.

The question now is, what did the student leaders and intellectuals do

to help their country gain "a place of dignity and respect in the family

of nations"?

108 David Owen, Imperiaslism &nd Nationalism In The Far East.

(New York:

Henry Holt and Company, 1929) p. Si=82.



CHAPTER THREE
THE REACTIONS

Let your many scholars plan 1
Let them be the vanguard of the people.

No sooner had news of the Shantung Decision reached China than
there was loud and long protest. At first the protest came primarily
from the educated classes, and from this group, principally the students.
Within a short time the movement spread throughout China, and before long
even ignorant peasants were involved in it.
THE STUDENTS
Few uesterners realize the umagnitude of the power which belongs to
the student class in China. As the Lieutenant of the San Pablo explained
to his men:
Chinese respect for the students was a hangover
from the old Imperial days, when scholars had been
the most powerful and important people. It was a
kind of superstitious worship of learning.
There is truth in what the Lieutenant says. The ability to read and write
was held in high regard. The Confucian system of class division ranked
the scholar highest, followed by the farmer and then the artisan.
Historian Kenneth Scott Latourette observes:
Throughout most of their recorded history the Chinese,

as we have repeatedly seen, have set great store by
education. Indeed they have had an almost pathetic

1 From the Nationalist Party Song, quoted by Sun Yatesen, p. xv,
The Triple Demism, translated by Paschal M. D'Elia, (Wuchang: The
Franciscan Press, 1931.)

2 Richard McKenna, The Sand Pebbles. (New York: Harper & Row,
1962) p. 342.
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confidence in it. The scholar has ranked higher
in China than in any other major laund.

John Foster speaks of the "tremendous influence of the student class."q
Y. T. Wu points cut "... students of China way be said to be cccupying
a unique place in the 1ife of China today. Nowhere in history have
students had such potent influence in a nation.'" He concludes:

No class of people is better qualified to talk about

the salvation of China than the class whose members

have time and take time to study, tc think, and to

see visions eeses Whether they realize it or not the

students age now bolding the destiny of China in their

hands eeee

The fact that the traditional blackegowned type of scholar was faste
disappearing; his place taken by enthusiastic young men, bothered no one.
Student or scholar =« the bearer of either title was entitled to honor
and respect by the common man,

Traditionally, education involved a lifetime spent in contemplation
of the Confuclan classics. A young man's progress into the highest
government ranks was determined by the examinations he could pass. But
in 1905, 2 new educational system eliminated sections of the 5ld classical
examination. Students educated under the new program were increasingly
weaned away from the traditional program. By 1919, students were more

widely=traveled and better read than most of their predecessors of ten

or twenty years befcre.6 Students who had been abroad took a far more

3 Kenneth Scott Latourette, The Development of Chinae. (Boston:

Houghton Mifflin Company, 1946) p. 316. .w_
¢ L John Foster, Chinese Realities. (London: Edinburgh Press, 1930)

pe 6le

5 Y. T. Wu, "Modern Student Life,” The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LIV
(August, 1923) p. 476-477.

6 Many Chinese had gone abroad to study. In 1901 there .ere only
five Chinese students in America. By 1922, there were 2,600! “The
Chinese in America," The Literary Digest, Vd. 81 (March 12, 1927) p. 79.




active interest in political and social affairs =~ both at home and
abroad ==~ than the scholars of old ever had. As the Chinese student
emerged, and became more aware of the world and events in it, he saw
that I» many things his country was lagging far behind more advanced
countries. The traditional Chinese feeling of superiority =- the
"middle kingdon™ idea? == could not long survive in the mind of an
educated Chinese, especially when he saw and read about the repeated
humiliations his government was forced to suffer at the hands of others.

Many students were aware of the effects of past student movements
on Chinese history. Student demonstrations in past centuries had
received the general approval of the Chinese historians. Additional
encouragement came from the tradition, long held in Chinese education,
that the schelar was the salvation and hope of his nation. This
tradition, too, was inherited by the students.8

Impetus for the protest came from the returned students, students
who, while overseas, had seen the contrast between conditions in their
homeland and conditions abroad. Organizations of Chinese students in
America, Japan, France and other countries were formed. These groups
were very active and as their nmembers returned to China, they made
efforts to organize fellow students. A. J. Brown, writing in Asia,
says "It is estimated that at least ninety=five per cent of those who
have received part of their educatinn in other lands become, on their

9

return, leaders of revolutionary thought."

7 The Chinese term for "China" is Jung-gwo, or "middle country".
3 Hot all students were sager reformers and patriots. Some lived
in luxury and corruptness. Others continued in the traditional manner,
concentrating solely on studies and taking little notice of current
affairs,

9 A. J. Brown, "Multiple Revolution in China," Asia, Vol. 27

(July, 1927) p. 612.



The "Alliance of Students in Shanghai From All Provinces", was
organized in 1906 by students returning from Japan. Members of this
group planned to unite student groups from all schools in hope of getting
irto politics in the future. The group had four primary goals we
literacy, social welfare, better government and improved industry - but
the program was too ambitious, and the group gradually disappesred.

What is important is the fact that this was one of the first attempts on
the part of Chinese students (in modern times) to unite the nation, and
to reform social, cultural, political and industrial institutions.

A year earlier, also in Shanghail, a somewhat more practical student
organization had been organized., Called the "World Assoclation of
Chinese Students" this organization actually was educatcreled. It did
little prior to 1911 but after the Revolution cpened several schools
which continued to be operated during the May Fourth pericd. One notable
member of this group was Tsao Ju=lin,

As the number of returned Chinese students increased, the unrest
grew.

Young Chinese graduates of Western universities have

returned, felt the shock of their own nation's shorte

coming, found themselves without suitable occupation,

seen the foreigner doing thoroughly what they them=-

selves in China's present state cannot do, resented

the fact, beheld the meaning of extraterritorialty

and known the searing agony of their inflamed national

self=consciousness. Thus we have the most dangerous

fact of a thoroighly discontented intelligentzia ready

for any revolt,
Chen Tu=~hsiu returned from Japan; Tsai Yuanepei from Francej; Hu Shih from
the United States. They were quite young =~ many of them in their early

twenties. Chou En=lai, for example, was twenty=three. Many cof their

10 W.T.A. Barber, "Forty Years On," The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LIV
(April 1925) p. 219.
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schoolrates and almost 211 the middle school students were teenagers.
Some of the professors were in their twenties or thirties. John Dewey was
amazed and comunented that the young people had a maturity of intersst far
beyond that of most Buropean students. Tecnagers, he found listened to
lectures on subjects thal would create nothing dut bored restlessness in

s 11 ”m T3 "o L P 3 2 ~ 1 £
Averican schoala, " To think" he wrote, "of kids in ocur country from

fourteen ou, taking the lead in ctarting 2 big clesnup reform politics
iz

movemsnt eceeel
Emphasiz has heen laid on the fact that many students contributing
to the unrest in 1919 were foreigne-educated. However, several authorie
ties point out that the actual May 4 uprising was led not so much by re=-
turned students as by Chinese=educated students. For example, Tang
Leang-li 1ia discussing student organization in May, 1919, writes, "What

is significant here is that thaese students were Chinese trained and had

13 .
never, most of them, left the country.” ?  These were the voung intellecte=

uals who were in the throes of the Renaissance movement, interacting with
those who had been abroad.

At this criticel hour in the nation's history a
national leader, however, was wanting. The nmasses of
the people looked toward Peking, but they found there
only corruption and treason. They looked toward their
own enlightened young men who had studied abroad, but
they found them inadequately prepared to offcr a
practical plan to save the country.

Leadership, however, came., The students of Chinalh
began to organize themselves for political purposes.

Jchn Dewey agrees on the role played by Chinese students. "The movement

11 John Dewey, 'Wew Culture in China," Asia, Vol. 21 (July 1921)
Poe 586.

12 John Dewey and Alice Chipman DPewey, edited by Evelyn Dewey,
Letters From China and Japan. (New York: E. P, Dutton Co., 1921) p. 247.

13 Tang, Leang=li, China In Revolt. (London: Noel Douglas, 1927)
Pe 107o

14, Ibid.
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of May 4 was directly undertaken by Chinese students, not only without the
instigation of returned students, but against their advice."lj Dewey had

made similar comments in an earlier article in the New Republic when he

referred to the returned students as a "wet blanket" on the early student
movement.lG

The fact remains that when the protests began the returned students
were in the forefront when it came to matters of leadership and participa-
tion, just as they were leaders in the Renaissance movement.

This, then, is the background of the students ir China prior to the
news of the Shantung Decision. EBEducated under a new system == often
abrcad == and filled with new ideas, concepts and enthusiasm == or in
despair over the weakness, disgrace and continued public humiliation of
their country, these young men were ripe for any event which would unite
&}l thelr energies under one common cuuse == the establishment of a new

China, Historian Chow Tseetsung agrees: Y“Thelr prime notive had been

. 17
devoted patriotism.” !

15 John Dewey, "New Culture In China," op. Cite, pe 502

1¢  John Dewey, "Stulent Revolt In China,’ New Republic, Vol. 20,
(August 6, 1919) p. 17 £f. This "wet-blanket" started immediately after
the incident to organize the new intellectuals of the nation in the
support of their cause. The "wete=blanket" students also tried to win over
the sympathy of the general public by neans of publicity, mass neetings,
and demonstrations. (See Chow Tse=tsung, The Hay Fourth Hovement.
{Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1960) pe L1lo=1l17. An interesting
dissenter from the view of Dewey and Tang is James Dolsen who wriltes:

Yeoe it was the students, parvicularly those that had come into contect
with democratic ideas in the United States and Engiand, who led the
struggle against the Hanchus and later against the Japanese in retaliation
for the infamous '21 demands,' presented by Japan to China dwring the
world war., It was their demonstrations also which influenced the Chinese
delegation at Versallles not to siga the peace treaty confirming Japan's
claim to Shantung.' James Dolsen, The Awakening of China. (Chicagos

The Daily Worker Publishing Company, 1926J) pe L13. Note publisher.

17 Chow, ope cite., p. 11D,
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In short, China, awakened as a nation, was determined

to have her own will, and refused to have her
s0ld for a mess of pottage. Lhe followed the

birthright
lead of her

traditional leaders, the Chinese intelligentsia, who are

the trustees of the past and the interpreters

of the new

spirit which has come to China., She stood by the tradi-

tional guardlans of her democratic institutio
fight againig bribery and corruption, injusti
oppressions”
THE DEMONSTRATION
Then, on May 3, 1919, in Pcking, at & cooperati

student groups == the New Tide Society among them == a

sat down to plan a protest parade. The parade was in "

ns in their
ce and

neeting «f various
group of students

hon - " of

National Humiliation Day, May 7, because of the signing of the Twentye

one Demands on that date, four years earlier; an cvent

considered

humiliating by the majority of educated Chinese. As the student repre=-

sentatives discussed plans for the parade, rows arrived of the impending

Shantung Decision of the delegates at the Paris Peace Conference.

Students leorned that the former German rights in Shant

to be awarded to the Japanese. The students' reaction

ung Province were

was inmediate.

ese wWhen the news of the Paris Peace Conference
reached us We were greatly shocked ... We had
nothing to do with our Government, that we knew

very well, and at the same time we could no 1

onger

depend upon the principle of any so~called great

leader like Woodrow Wilson eeee

«oe we all agreed that the Shantung Problem was

caused by corruption and injustice, and that
as students must fight to shia the world that
might should never be right.

we

If protesting the Shantung Decision was not the imrediate reason for the

Ao e

18 Tang, Ope Cito. Pe 107.
19 7T. C, Wang, The Youth Movement in China (liew

York: HNew Republic,

Ince, 1928 ) p. 162-183, quoting a Peking student's report.



demonstration it soon became so == all demands made during the protests,
and most of the placards carried, refzrred in some way to the Decision.20
With plans for one mass demonstration already made, plans for an ex=-

panded demonstration were simple. Such a demonstration was not entirely
unknown. The year before (1918) President Hsu Shu Cheng had signed a
secret military pact with Jupan. When Llhis became known, students
reqguested the government not to honor it. Students in provinces through=
out the country organized parades to the various governor's offices,
Peking students went to the President's palace. But in 1713 the organie
zation had not been strong and consequently the students had little
influence.al A number of Peking students felt at that time that such a
movement had great possibilities. H. C. Hu recorded:

In order to accomplish their purpose it was necessary

to make careful preparation. They secretly organized

a small group, and, lest the detectives of the Govern=

ment should suppress them, announced that thsy were

going to get out a paper. The name of the paper was

tCitizenship'. 8ince the publishing of a paper was

net their original purpose %ﬁ organizing the paper

itself was of little value.
This was the group behind the planned May 7 protest parade and China's
first permanent united student organization. It served as a pattern

for subsequent organizations throughout the country.

20 1In discussing the demonstration, the North China Star_(hereafter
cited as The Star) of May 6, 1919, credited the cause as "... China's
diplomatic defeat in Paris over the Klaochow guestion...."

21 "The significance of the student demonstrations and petitions
of Hay 1918 did not lie in any immediate effect on the government. Of
prime importance is the fact that they marked the beginning of the co=-
operation on a significant scale of the new intellectuals with other
forces in the society, and in a sense were rehearsals for the May Fourth
Incident.” Chow, 0pe cit., pole

22 H. Co Hu, "The Patriotic Movement", The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LiV,
(August, 1923) p. 457,
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At the preparation meeting May 3, wmore than 1,000 students at-
tended. With such a large group in attendance student leaders felt
that the governmwent would try to stop them. Therefore, they advanced
the date of the protest parade to the following day, iay 4. Later,
Johm Dewey commented on this, although he gave a different reason
for the change.

i find, by the way, that I didn't do the students

justice when I compared their first demonstration here

to a college boys' roughhouse; the whole thing was

planned carefully, it seems, and was even pulled off

garlier than would otnerwise have been the case, he~

cause one of the political parties was going to de-

monstrate soon, and they were afraild their movement

(coming at the same time) would make it look as if

they wers an agency of the political f{action, aud

they wanted to act independently as students.?
At the meeting representatives from each school chose delegates for two
specific assignments: 1) to take part in the city-wide union and 2) to
arouse their classmates. Because time was short, the students spent the
night making flags, bauners and other publicity materials. Various
goals were discussed and the students finally agreed on four main
aims: 1) to unify the people for joint action; 2) to protest to the
delegates in Paris, asking them not to sign the treaty; 3) +to ask the

cooperation of student organizations thvoughout the country; and &)

to parade en masse the following day.

23 John and Alice Chinman Dewey, op. cit., ». 24k6-247,
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The parade was a success. Fifteen thousand students marched in
protest.z4 carrying white flags (white, not black, is the traditional
color of mourning in China) made of cloth or paper, or bearing slogans
written in Chiuese, English and French. Slogans included phrases such
as "Return our Tsingtao," "Abolish the Twenty=one Demands,' "Refuse to
Sign the Peace Treaty," "Selfedetermination," "Down with the traitors," 25
and the like. Students also distributed a piece of literature to by
5tanders.26

The student demonstration parade wound toward the Legation Quarter

and the home of Tsao Ju=lin. There some students wrecked Tsaol's hone.

Cheng Tsung-hsiang, who was visiting Tsao, was beaten and Tsao himself

24 Most authorities agree on this figure. T. C. Wang says 15,000
as does The Star of that time and The China Fissicn Year Bock, 1919,
edited by BE. C. Lobenstine and A. L. Warnshius, (Shanghad: Fwang Hsuel
Publishing House, 1920.) A student document translated from the Chinese
uses the figure 10,000, Some authorities use a smaller figure but in
checking this seems to apply to the group which actually got into the
Legation Quarter. The Star, for example, (May 5, 1919) uses the figure
3,000 for those who wrecked Tsaco's house. The Chinese Recorder says
5,000, Werner Levi says three to 5,000 and The China Mission lear
Book, 1919, says 3,000. It seems that perhaps the initial May 4
demonstration started with several thousand, built to a peak as others
joined it and lessened as students entered the Legation Quarter. There
is no question that by May 19, when the student movement broke out all
over the country there were many thousands of students involved.

25 The “"traitors" wvere Tsaco Jue~lin, Chang Tsung-hsiang and
Lu Tsunge-;, all three were Chinese officials and all three were cone
sidered strongly pro-~Japanese.

26 Chow Tse-tsung quotes Lo Chia-lun, author of the piece as
saying it was the only piece distributed. (See Chow, op. cit.,
pe 106 fr y.) The Star (May 5, 1919) says the students distributed
mimeographed copies of the proceedings in Paris, "and stirring
appeals to the people to defend the country's liberties."



27 Many of the students involved in the raid were

was forced to flee,
arrested.

The following day students in Peking called 2 mass meeting and
agreed upon the following demands: 1) President Hsu Shuecheng was to
free the arrested students, 2) the three "traitors", Tsao, Lu and
Chang, were to be punished by the government, and 3) students would
strike (that is, not ge to classes) until their schoolmates were freed.
The government was given until May 20 to satisfy these demands. Student
organizations throughout the country followed the lead of the Peking
groupe Strikes were set as follows: Peking, May 19 and 203 Tientsin,
Yay 23, Tsinan, May 2%, Shanghal, May 26, Nanking, May 27, Paotingfu,
May 25, Hankow, Wuchang and Kaifeng, May *1. There were alsc strikes

28
in Foochow, Canton, Amoy, Hangchow and other cities.

27 From The Star, May 5 and 6, 1919, "Upon the arrival of the
unwelcome guests [students ] the Minister is said to have made a hasty
exit by a side gate. Some reports have it that in climbing over a
wall he fell and broke his leg. Others say he mersly sprained it.

At all events he escaped and is now living at Wagons Lits Hotel, where
his arrival created considerable commotion as he was helped up the
stairs in the hotel." The story continues as more details became knownt
"His own motorecar, as well as that of Chang Chung-hsiang, having been
smashed in the melee, Tsac borrowed a car from Chief of Police Wu and,
with all his family aboard and soldiers on with fixed bayonets standing
on both dashboards, set out for the Legation Quarter at top speed [the
figure of 40 mph is given in a later article] ... Tsao and his entire
family wers taken to the Legation Quarter Yamen ([a type of court, in
this case, traffic ceurt] by the police on the charge of speeding and
carrying arms within the quarter ... the committee in charge of the
affairs at the Diplomatic Quarter passed on the charges preferred
against Tsao's car and decided, in view of the exceptional circumstances
governing the case, to dismiss the charges se."

25 Compiled from T. C. Wang, op. cit., The Star, Hay 4, 1920
and the China Mission Year Boock, 1919, op. cit cit, The gO?ernment
eventually met all the demands although not before the deadline.
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During each student strike, students were arrested. Jails soon
were full and the schocls, which had been turned into temporary deten-

£
? did not

o
tion camps, were alse crowded. JSuch arrests and persecutions”
seex to bother the students. In fact, Hu Shih wrote, "... such pere
secutions gave us a great deal of free advertising ..,“ﬁc On the

52 &

whole, studeats took the protest seriously. Ha Chun™™ said, "It was oy

intention to sacrifice my life and die for the cause. As I am still

2 He algso states,

living, there is yet a chance to give up my life.
with possibly some exaggeration, "... everyone was ready to sacrifice
his life at any mnment."BB Arrests notwithstanding, the strikes cone
tinued to spread. Ferchants, newspaper organisations and other groups
sent telegrams of protest to Peking ~- not to protest the strikes, but
to protest agalnst the actions of the gavernment.}h

Student unions continued to organize throughout the couutry. One

such group was the Peking Student Union.

29 At one time the government threatened to "bamboo" some of the
arrested students. See The Star, May €, 191%.

30 Hu Shih, The Chinese Renajssance. {(Chicago: The University
of Chicago Press, 1954) PeSbe
31 A leading student demonstrator, later a strong comsunist.

32 '"Ha Chun, Chinese Student Leader, Jailbird, and Patriot,"
Literary Digest, Vol. €3 (December 20, 1519) p. Z0.

33 Ibid.

3%  Students thus secured the strong and effective support of the
new merchant class, industrialists and urban workers. This support
would scon be effectively utilized as the students began to organize
boycott movements against the Japanese commerce. Bven the lawyers
joined in vowing "that none of [them] would hold a brief for Tsao Ju-lin
in case he cued the students, but that they would all give their
services to the undergraduates free of charge." See The Star,
tay 10, 1919,
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The school was the urit. Bach school organized a
student society composed of the whole student body.
Every school had its steering committee which was
responsible for planning the campaign within the
schoolj there was also an executive committee for
carrying out the program as planned. BEach school
chose four delegates to form a cit§3wide viione

The organization was excellent ...

THE MOVEMENT GROWS
From May 4 the movement grew. By the end of the month more than

seventy Chinese schocls and colleges in Shanghai and its surrounding

area were forced to suspend studies because students failed to appear

for classes. The movement spread to Nanking, Anking and other Yangtze

7

ports.)6 At Tientsin, in mid-May, 7,000 students were preseant at a

37 Twelve~thousand Shanghal students struck on May 29.5)8

mass meeting.
In addition, Peking students issued a circular telegram to various
schools throughout éhe country, to announce the steps they tock, and to
invite others to Jjoin them.39 An All-~China Students' Union was formed,
with the ultimate objective of directing and regulating all student
activities. Soon student unions were established in every city and every
province in the country.qo Headlines similar to "Students by Thousands

Quit Schools ..." appeared with some regularity thereafter.hl

35 H. C. Hu, op. cit., p. 457.
36 The Star, May 30, 1919.

37 Ibid., May 13, 1919.

38 1Ibid., May 29, 1919.

39 Ibid.

4O Chow, op. cit., p. 164, quoting his tramslation of
Li Chien-nung's Political History of China in the Last One Hundred Years.




Striking stwients occupied themselves in propagandis work in order

{0 rouse pulblic opinion among the ﬁeap&@.ae Bany lecturers wvere sent

e
3

L
out to make patriotic addresses mmong the village falk.é‘ Police
arrested many of the student lecturers but to little avail.
The Horth China Star (Say 27, 1919) commented:

But on the part of the students, they do not care
about thease threats of the decadent officials and they
are conducting their patriotic campaigns as usual. For
inscance, when the police tried to asrrest the lecturers
in the streets yecterday the students called them ‘*Jape
anese slaves' and then quietly sccompanied the police to
the police statioans for ‘they want to sce for whatl ofw
fense they will be tried by the court.? At the sano
time, the students still refuse to roouse thedir studies
s that all oolleges and schools resain closed.

hn soon as one student was arrested street speakers were sent out
aver the city to publicize the intervention of the pﬂliﬁ&q&& Printed
haadbills, leaflets and newspapers in the vernscular langusge werce widely
diﬁtribntmd.ﬁﬁ Lecturers addressed poople on street corners not only ia
the city but also in neighboring villages, a method of communication with
the common people which became a characteristic of later student publicity
activity. Strzetespeaking becsame a unique and important tool,

42 In The Literary Digest's article on ¥a Chun, op. ¢it., p. 50,
we read what one such speaker, & Chun, has to say. "“Ha frequently tells
his friends that good apeeches win people and can accomplish things where
force and arms &re powerlecs. Besides, he adds, hearts conguered by
force can not stand the test of time, whereas hsarts won through argument
will last forever."

L% A prather typlcsl patriotic speech iz reproduced by Chai isuan
Chuang in Tendencies Towards A Democratic System of Zducation ia China.
{(Shanghai: Commercial Prass, 1$d4.,1922) p. 512,

44 At the zame time leaders took good core to keep up and stimulate
hostile feelings toward the Japanese by means of strikes, boycotts and
demonstrations, and each such conflict waz used in propagonda tallks
soong the 3A50585.

4% Chen Tushoiuw and Hu Shih “enthusiastically distributed”
hamibills. Ses Chow, Op. cit., po 171




It is not easily understood by Americans who do not
know China and who have never been in a country
where the mass of the people can neither read nor
write. The students, when they are upon these
lecturing expeditions, look upon themselves not as
soapbox orators, but rat&gr as a vigorous editorial
page for the illiterate.

Student organization was excellent. Any ten students could form a group
to propagandize. Each group was responsible to the student unlon of its

own school. This school union, in turn, was answerable to a student

[}

wnion of the province, and the province, to the Student Union of China,

7 In turn, each “Group of Ten" (a name they soon

the national group.
acquired) was carefully organized. There was a chairman trained for all
the jobs, an inspector, to take inventory of Japanese goods in shops in
the district assigned to his group, a publicity man to write propaganda,
a disciplinarian, to impose and collect fines for infraction of the
group's rules, a treasurer and five orators.

Soue may wonder how the students managed to finance this activity

and thsixr other protest movements, especially since most of the early

student groups did not charge dues or membership fees -~ a comwmon practice

4 Co. F. Remer, "The Revolt of the Chinese Students." A4sia, Vol. 19
(September, 1919) p. 933. This is the issue which calls Shantung "The
Eastern Alsace=Lorraine". It contains a very fine summary of the first
Tew days of the student protest movement.

k7 Chow, op. cit., p. 164, quotes Li Chien=pun. "I may venture to
say that the then long established Kuomintang was probably not as well
organized and active as the newly born Student Union of All China. Later
on, the Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang relied mainly upon the
student unions in provinces under the control of warlords as headquarters
for propagating their doctrines and securing young members. This shows
how significant the so=~called 'May Fourth Movement' was in Chinese
political history."

43 The Star, May 19, 1919. Also described in Chow, op. cit., p. 1lil.
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later one In the beginning it was generally assumed that the necessary
funds would be raised by the znewrzztw::t:'s.49 Some students came from
wealthy families; others had to economize throughout their school days.So

-
Voluntary contributions were accepted.)l The Japanese accused the Amerie

can Legation of contributing to the support of the students® anti-

Japanese activities but Minister Reinsch flatly denied the charge as did
= 2

the students.”> On the other hand, Putnam Weale.s’ saids:

YIt was freely reported on every side that Soviet
Russia had commenced spending money among students

49 An example from The Star, May 8, 1919. "To raise the necessary
funds to send the telegrams the students made an appropriation from their
mess fund, thereby making it necessary for them to go on short rations
during the next month."

50 One such was Mao Tse=tung who described his money difficulties
in an interview with Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China. (New York: The
Lrove Press, Inc., Black Cat Bdition, 1961) pe 125 if. Mao, incidentally,
became more active in the New People's Study Society (many members of which
later became prominent Commmunists) after the May 4 incident. Mao had
helped to found this group. On July 14, 1919, he founded the Hsiang River
Review, a publication which was well thought of by student leaders.

51 From The Star, May 6, 1919. "At a mass meeting in the room of
Law Department of the Peking Government University, 2500 Teachers and
Merchants subscribed six bucketsful of money, from copper cash to ten
dollar bills, for the purpose of conducting a Nation wide campaign of
National Patriotism."

52 Paul S. Reinsch, An American Diplomat in China. (New York:
Garden City Press, 1922) p. 3/6. &aid an editor of The Star, May ¢, 1919,
concerning the possibility of foreign support for the protests, as implied
by the Japanese, "Sc far as I can learn this innuendo is absolutely without
any justification whatever. The incident came as a surprise to the vhole
foreign community. It is true that there were foreigners looking on, but
they had as little to do with the affair as the hundreds of Japanese who
were also locking on; less in fact, for there was no pointed reference to
them on the thousands of white flags bearing Chinese characters carried
in the procession by the students, as there was to the Japanese."

53 lr. Weale was a well=known reporter working in China at the time
of these events. His real name was Bertram Lenox Simpson. Fellow reporter
and author, Aage Krarup-Nielsen, refers to him as an "experienced China
specialist." See Aage Krarup-lielsen, The Dragon Awakes. (london: John
Lane, The Bodley Head Ltd., 1928) p. 46.
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as a counter-oggensive to the Japanese railway advance
in Manchuria."

There may have been a little American “sympathetic"” money and a little
Russian “propaganda' money invested in the student movements but for
the malan part, the students were financially independent.

Not only were the various Groups of Ten highly organized, but they
were alsoe well organized in the manner in which they worked.

The city was districted and each school covered a
certain area. Every noon these groups went out
arousing public opinion on national and interna-
tional questions. Crowds of listeners obstructed
the streets. The government took notice of the
speech-making and sent police and deteccltives to
listen. Because half of society was being stirred
up by these inflammatory speeches, the government
attempted by mandate to stop the movement. On June
3rd, the first day after the order went into effect,
100 students were arrcsted and imprisoned in the
law departument of the National Undiversity. The
government thought that that would frighten the
students. Little did they think that on the next
day many times as many students would be out
lecturing. On the second day, 500 of the young
lecturers were arrested. On the third day there
were still more student speakers. At noon all the
lecturer groups joined in a parade, went to police
headquarters and asked to be imprisoned with the
other 600 ...

Here we have the outgtanding patriotic move=
ment of Chinese history.

The students fought for China. They atiracted attention with their
parades and strikes, yet they did little for which they could be legally
arrested. They conducted classes for the villasge folk, lectured on
street corners, printed pamphlets and newspapers. When they were arrested

by angry officials, so many had to be taken that facilitises were soon over—

54 Putnam Weale, Why China Secs Red. (New York: Dodd Mead and
Company, 1925) p. 2l.

55 He Co Hu, "The New Thought Movement," The Chinese Recorder,
Vol. LIV (Bugust, 1923) p. 458.




crowdede To. Z. Tyau agrues with lire Hu as to the students' willinge-
ness to be arrested and imprisoned, pointing out that once, after a
siege of arrests several days handeruaning, thirty thousaud offered to
be arrested.56 But zs Hu Shih remarked, "such persecutions gave us a
great deal of free advertising, and the Peking University began to be

looked upon by the youth of the whole nation as the center of a new
57
1"

-
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enlightoenment At one time the University of Peking was turned into

a temporary prison, at which point, many of the faculty resigned. They
were not the only ones to protest:

The imprisonment, on June 3Zrd of over a2 thousand
students in the Law School of the National Univere
sity by CGovernment troops led to a general strike
of all shops in Shanghai and elsewhere, which was
cnly called off when the Government at last
yielded and dismissed three of the most notorious
pro=Japanese ministers.

Public pressure and loss of face by the government ~- a very serious
thing in China ==~ forced the government to release the students. But ...
when the students were freed, they refused to leave
and thousands of street people sympathetic with the
students' cause, stood outside prison walls shouting
"Long Live the Republicl®™ '"long Live the Students!”
They all clapped tgsir hands, the prisoners within
shouting in reply.
Thus the government was still further embarrassed. The next steps were

obvious. The students received their apology, resignations of the three

56 T. Z. Tyau, China Awakened. (New York: The Macmillan Company,

57 Hu Shih, op. cit., p. 55, also quoted earlier in tlLis paper.

58 Tang Leang=-li, op. cit., ps 107. Dr. Chow discusses the
immensity of the strike in Shanghai. See Chow, op. cit., pe« 153,

59 T. C. Wang, op. cit., pe 179
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Utraitors" were zccepted, and dclegates in Parins were instructed not to
. eo €0 , ;

sign the trecty. When @ll the demands had been met, the students

triumphantly left their "prison." As they warched out they were heard

to lament, Y... the government changed the guards so often they had not

. - w51

been able to convert more than halt their jailorse

Student strikes became a populear method of controlling the governe-

trent. Leos than a year 1

government action in regar. to direct negotiations with Japan concerning

the return of Shantung.62

60 Dolsen, op. cit., p. 113, says "It was their [Students] denmone
strations also which Infiluenced the Chinese delegation at Versailles
not to sign the peace treaty confirming Japan's claim to Shantung.”

Dr. Chow, ope cit., p. 16(, agrees, calling China's refusal to sign =a
"successful conclusion of the mass protest which had begun with the May
Fourtlh Demcnstration.” Tang Learg-li, ¢p. c¢it., p. 107, points out that
the delegation was "“snowed under' with thousands of telegrams urging
them not to sign and Dr. Chow, op. cit., p. 125, says "These telegrams
are significant as evidence of the Chinese merchants' active interest
in the amatter, and particularly of rcadiness te protest strongly to the
government by a class which had been traditionally apathetic to politi-
cal affairs and mass movements in the long course of Chinese history.

61 John Dewey, "The Student Revolt in China," op. cit., p. 6.
Opposition to the students failed miserably. At cone time conservatives
ir the government tried to persuade the Anfue-controlled parliament to
impeach the Minister of Education and Tsai Yuan-pei, chancellor of Peking
University. The resolution failed because officials feared the students
ant ,uoiic opinion, which seemed to be on the side of the students.
Student leaders were quite worried at the time because both men mentioned
as possible replacements were members of the Anfuw Club, and one, at
least, favored the traditional literary style.

62 The Star, March 15, 1920. Several students were injured while
participating in the 1920 protest; one of them was Chou Er~!l.ii, who was
one of four selected to negotiate, and failing to get in the compound,
crawled under the door. See The Star, January 30, 1920.



THE BOYCOIT
Strikes and protest meetings ware not the oaly movements the stu=
dents organized. An intensive, student-sponscred ooycott against
Japanese goods became a major weapon against both the Peking goverament
and Japan. Economic boycoits were a most successful weapon for the
Chinese students. David Owen points out ".e.es it is more than likely that
the Chinese will surprise wWesterners by their capacity for making
devastating use of economic weapons such as the strilke and boycott."63
The students put their full strength behind a boycott of Japaunese

goodse They pledged to each other to boycott everything Japanese, ine-
cluding banknotes, and to refrain from creating or inciting disturbances
for which they coulu be arresied. In Peking, after publicly burning all
Japanese goods in their cooperative store, the students declared a boy=
cott of Japan, to last until the Shaniung rights weire returned. In
Shanghai the students enlisted the help of the coumercial bodies and
were joined by the same groups in Canton and Ningpo. The movement began
to spread throughout the lower Yangtze region.

eee a wave of anti-Japanese feeling ran over the

country. It showed itself in part in a student

uprising which demanded the dismissal of some

Peking officials whe were accused of having sold

cut to Japan, and in widespread and very effective

boycott cf Japanese goods which began in the spgang

of 1919 and continued unabated for some months.

Two previous boycotts, cne against America and one against Japan had

caused losses, espeeially to Japanese traders, but neither was consid-

£€3 David Owen, Imperialism And Natiocnalism In The Far Eust. (New
York: Henry Holt and Company, 1929) pe 116

6k Latourette, op. cit., p. 237.




ered successful.65 This time, the students vowed, it would be dil-
ferent. They would "... boycott Japanese goods until the government
will restore Kiaochow unconditionally ..."66 This meant there had to
be an effective organization. It would not be enough to have only
the students boycott, the movement must reach the people; cocperation
would be needed from the merchants and businessmen. In order to get
maximum support the students

M.ee 50 acted as to put the issue in an antie-
Japanese versus pro-Japanese contest, thus in-
suring that an absolute majority of the Chingae
people would of course take the former side.

The students' success in getting public sympathy, under the baaner of

patriotism, brought them merchant, industrial and worker support.

PROPAGAINDA

There is no doubt that there was extensive use of publicity and
propaganda in the student protest movements. As a matter of fact, prop-
aganda played an important role in Chinese history during these years,

first, because the students made wide use of their popular lectures and

P

65 Dolsen, op. cit., p. 113. Dolsen puts the loss at 40 per cent
in Japanese imports into China during that period. The Chinese had long
believed in government by the consent of the governed, and in the right
of revolution. Since majority rule, balloting and legislative assemblies
were unknown, the Chinese resorted to (and were often successful in)
meking use of boycott and outright rebellion == their only means of
expressing lack of consent.

66 T. Z. Tyau, op. cit., p. 124, Dr. Chow, op. cit., p. 24 points
out that this was the fiftieth boycott nmovement against foreign goods in
Chinese history, but the first to reveal the power of the boycott when
employed by many people. He calls Japan's loss "uneprecedented" during
the strongest period of the boycott.

67 Chow, op. cit., p. 120.



second, because as the cultural movement grew, the influence of the
vernacular press rose rapidly.
The Chinese and propaganda suit each other,

Skill in psychelogical warfare and emphasis on
the art of propaganda are other Chinese traits.
The Chinese were some of the earliest users of
psychological tools in war. They were often dex-
tercus in exploiting the,goral aund psychological

63
weaknesses of the enemy.

Nor was the Peking government a stranger to propaganda. In the nego-
tiations conceruing the Twenty-one Demands, the government had adopted
an unprecedented policy of using both the foreign and Chinese press for

moral aupport.69 wWellington V. K. Koo at one time wvac ackunowledged to

-
I

be in charge of the "policy of publicity'. 0 Yuan Shihe-kai, who had at

t{imes shut down newspapers of which he did not approve, occasionally
71

found it expedient tc secure the support of public opinion.
The propaganda used by the students was crude, prepared for illit-
erate masses. It consisted of wall posters, pictures and placards,

simple newspapers for those who could read a little and, of course,

72

perpetual speech-making. In talking about a student parade of a

later date, Richard McKenna describes such crude propaganda methods:

o ety

65 F. F. Liu, A Military History of Modern China. (Princeton, N.J.,
Princeton University Press, 1956) p. 283.

69 Chow, op. cite, p. 21, quoting from Wang Yun-sheng.

70 Ibid., quoting the minutes of the Sino Japanese Negotiations of
February 22, 1915.

71 Ibid.

72 According to The Literagl Digest, "Chinese Put On A Boycott With
All The Customary Frilis,"™ Vol. &2 (August 30, 1919) p. 109, (cited here=-
after as the "Boycoti" article), millions of boycott literature and

posters were issued and posted by thousands of students and student
sympathizers. The Digest quoted Millard's China National Review.
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The student parade that day lasted all day and

it was frenzied. They stayed on the bund opposite

the gunhoats screaming and shaking insulting signs.

One was a crude7§artoon of a sailor with a baby stuck

on his bayonet.
People were kept supplied with information through the constant demone
strations and parades (nearly always political in nature), and through
the consistent efforts of the lecturing students. Cheap books and pae
pers were produced, usually in the vernacular. Political posters
appeared daily on the streets, showing the eternal struggle of the
masses with militarism and imperialism., If properly worded and properly
illustrated these posters had the advantage of catching the imagination
of the people more guickly than any other type of publication. Even
remote villages received posters. The students did more than publicize
only in their own country; they went so far as to organize groups to
watch and report on the Chinese delegation in Paris.

But what was the effect? '"Publicity is the main cause for the

rapid growth of the Movement,”" said H. Cs Hu in The Chinese Recorder.rk

Students managed to get propaganda into the armies with the result that

75

warlords became none too sure of their men. McKenna describes its

overall effect: 'We are up against lying as a matter of planned strategy

and it forces a new counter=-strategy on us. Because you cannot stick a

76

bayonet intc a lie." As for its effect on the student the new

intellectual cor the emerging common man -- BEdgar Snow quotes Mao

Toe~tung:
73 McKenna, op. cit., p. 352-353.
7% H. C. Hu, "The New Thought Movement," op. cit., p. 45.
7?5 Chow, op. cit., p. 1l62.
76 McKenna, op. cit., p. 343.



In this periocd alsc I began to have a certain
amount of political consciousness, especially
after I read a pauphlet telliang of the dic-
memberment of China. I remember cven now that
this pampinlet opened with the sentence: 'Alas,
China will be subjugated!' It told of Japan's
occupatios of forea and Formscsa, of the loss of
suzerainty in Indo=China, Burma and elsewhere.
Affer I read tuis I felt depressed about the
future of my country and began to realize that?7
it was the duty ol all people to help save it.

Propaganda became extremely important to the students and they used

it extensively. On ovae occasion they were able to persuade beggars,

78

thieves, prostitutes, and singsong girls to go cn strike. Personal

servants refused to work and the American consul-general in Shanghai,
getting ready to go to his office one morning, was told by his Chinese

chauffeur that he was very sorry he could not take him that day because

79

there was a strike on. Ricksha coolies refused to take passengers.go

Of course, propaganda was not the only reason these people struck;
many felt sympathetic toward the students and their cause and thus
were willing to help support the general strike. This strike spread

., nearly every large city in Central and Northern Ghina.81 Probably

77 Snow, op. cit., p. 131,

78 Chow, op. cit., p. 158. Others agree. See John Stewart Bur-
gess, "Opinion In China," Survey, Vol. 43 (April 23, 1921) p. 108-110.

79 Burgess, op. cit.

80 The Star, May 19, 1919. When you consider the standard of
living of the cocliés, this seems almost unbelievable. A few other
beycott and strike methods are described in The Literary Digest's
"Boyecott! article, op. cit. Prisoners refused to eat their fish course
because it was Japanese fish. The strike of chauffeurs forced many
proaminent foreign citizens to patronize the trams or streetcars and
standing room was at a premium. The strike at native laundries resulted
in many a disheveled suit of summer white., The article goes on to say
that the strike was unusual in the uwnanimity with which all Chinese
merchants joined in.

81 Burgess, op. cite



the main significance lies in the fact that
It was the firest political and patriotic strike in
Chinese history, one in which the aim of the workers
#us not to dincrease their wages or better their
treatment. They were making a prggest against the
Chincse and Japanese zovernments.

Hany people wonder how it was possible for youang men in school and
college to suddenly acjuire so¢ nuch power over the govermmenl as well
es over ordinary workmen and even illiterates. The answer lies in the
Chinese. 45 Putnam Jeale poiated out:

The presentation of the same idea to large nunbers

of people at &ll hours of the day and night all

over the country creates the feeling that an ir-

resistible impulse is swecping gyer the nation

which it will be ill to oppouse.
When the students were released, this strike ended, but the Japanese
boycott movement gathered strength -- to continue until the Shantuang
rights were restored to China, supporters detlared.

The Japanese considered China an important trade center. Figures

iii the China Year Book, 1919, show that the Japanese led foreigners in

China with 144,492 persons., Russia was second with 51,310. There were
2,818 Japanese firms in China snd it wes estimated that 75 per cent of

Japan's exporis went to China.gb The North China 3tar, May 22, 19193,

$e

reported that Japan's 1913 trade with China ran to 402 million taels.éj
a figure three times as high as Americal’s and five times as great as

that of Great Britain. The paper went on:

82 Chow, 0Ops cite, pe 157.
83 Weale, op. cit., p. 111,
84 The Literary Digest, Vol. 62 (July 19, 1%13) p. 19.

85 A tael at this time was roughly equivalent to one ounce of
silver.




It is to be noted [as] a feature of the Japan=

China trade that China's imports into Japan are

increasing at a strikingly rapid rate .... Thus

Japan is becoming China's great market while

China is a great market for Japan's manufactures.
If the boycott movement could be organized to any extent at all, it ob=
viously would harm Japanese business. Thus, in order to tighten the
boycott, the guilds and merchants' unions issued manifestos showing how
to boyecott Japanese goods. BEach guild took steps to prevent its members
from doing business in Japanese product. No Japanese banknotes were to

be accepted, even at a discount. All advertisements were to be with-

drawn from the Shun Tiean Shin Pao (the Japanese financed paper). All

present stocks of Japanese goods were to be stamped, so that the sale of
unstamped and therefore newly stocked goods could be detected.s A
society was to be formed to promote native industries.gé To tie the
merchants down more effectively and to enforce the boycott, each street
group formed a union. When these unions united a central organization
was formed known es '"The Federation of 8treet Unions.' This procedure
was followed all over the country.87
The students took an active part, particularly in preomotion and ede
ucation. Throughout China students burned Japanese goods, or hung same-
ples on street gates, to show people what they should not bu‘y.88 The
students also advocated the manufacture and use of home products, and
sent delegations to stores to urge merchants not to buy or sell Japanese
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36 The Star, May 23, 1919.

37 China Mission Year Book, 1919, op. cit., p. 49.

3% Foster, op. cit., p. 52.

89 H. C. Hu, "The Patriotic Movement," op. cit., p. 453.




They recommended this list to all shops. Their work

included studies of markets, prices, and possibili-

tiec for many economic reforms. Several million 90

pamphlets and leafets were printed and distributed.
Peking students printed a list of Chinese manufactured goods which c¢ould
easily be substituted for Japanese. Both retailers and consumers were
advised to buy directly from the manufacturers whose names were cet
forth in the leaflet, and to either shelve or refrain from purchasing

91 Home industry was encouraged and funds

Japanese goods of any kind.
vere set up to help start manufacture of needed goods.92

Newspapers also cooperated in the boycott. The Hsing Shen Pao an-

nounced in '"glaring letters" above the editorial column that it would

no longer print any Japanese advertisements or reports of Japanese

oy

mails and markets.9j On May 18, 1919, the North China Star announced:

The embargo on things Japanese is now complete
as no Japanese goods will be givean any publicity
through the Chinese press.

The papers which announced the embargo were
[there follows a list | ess. Only the Yah Chow Ji
Pao is left out of the fold, but as this paper is
financed by Japanese, its reluctance in taking the
stand of the boycotters was fully expected. The
paper, however, has a very limited circulation
anong the Chinese,

v s————

90 Chow, op. cit., p. 148.
91 The Star, May 26, 1910.

92 John Dewey in, "The Student Revolt in China," op. cit., p. 16=17.
writes: "In some of the schools the industrial department set to work to
discover what Japanese goods could be made in existing shops without
additional capital. As soon as models were constructed they were taken
to small shops and their mode of manufacture explained. Then, to create
a market, other students took these goads and hawked them through the
streets, lecturing, exhorting, explaining the political situation at the
same time." No doubt this policy of the students helped create some of
the good will and support which the merchants gave to the boycott move-
ment.

935 The Star, May 13, 1919. An editor of The Star commented: '"The

decision of the paper, it is understocd, is a great sacrifice, because
up to the present Japanese have been big space buyers of the publication.”



Other Japanese-sponsored papers suffered,

The Tsinan Daily, published in Chinese by Japanese,
which two weeks ago had by far the largest circula-
tion of any newspapcs in the province, has reduced
its issue from 3,000 copies daily to 700. Humndreds
of subscribers who bad paid in advance, refuse to
receive the paper any more, while advertisements g
of Chinese business are almost entirely withdrawn.

Hany Chinese advertisers adorted the simple expedient of irnzesrting ihe
following line in thelr advertisements: "We sell no Japanese goods."95
The boycott movement went to great lengths. For example, banke
notes of one Japanese bank, a semi~official institution and a Chinese
creditor, had been very popular. During the boycoti period they were

rarely seen.96 The North China Star reported that many foreigners and

Chinese who tried to use some of the notes in local shops failed. Then,
too, there were some unusual boycotts:

Sunday was a sad day for the straw hat. This
seasonable article of headwear sprang into marked
disfavor with the demonstrators early in the day,
by reason of the fact, they declared, that most of
them are manufactured in Japan ... they were de-
clared contraband and wholesale gﬁeckage of shining
new headgear was the result ce..

A compradore of one Japanese shipping company in Shanghai reported that

98

his entire clientele of Chinese had forsaken his company. Coolies

refused to pull Japanese.99 At Hingpo, a Japanese steamer was forced to

return to Nagasaki with a shipload of coal, because the local coolies
4 The Star, May 28, 1919.
95 The Literary Digest, (July 19, 1919) op. cit., p. 19.
96 Tyau, op. cit., p. 133.
97 The Star, May 22, 1919.
98 Ibid., May 19, 1919.
99 Ibid.
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would not unload the fuel, in spite of the fact that they were tempted
with handsome wages.loo
How effective was the boycott? "... within a year the Japanese

commerce was reduced to helf, If it hzd coutinued, Japan would have

been forced to commit economic suicide."lOl "eeeo widespread and very
|
effective boycott ..." writes Latourette.lo“ "eeo surprisingly effecw
N 7.103 51 . - - £ 3 [ TUPUP T Y T
tive eoe” ‘During the period of the boycotti L;Ql%] Japan's trade
10

with China showed a decrease of 70.7% per cent." 4 And in Current

History Magazine of the New York Times: "Few persons have any conception

of the thoroughness of the Chinese boycott. So efficiently is it maine
tained, there is no question that Japanese interests are losing
vastly."le5
PUBLIC OPINION

The students kept up interest and enthusiasm in the boycott and
strike movements by public speaking throughout the country. Their

organized lecture groups continued to reach the Chinese public. Hany

people, for the first time in their lives, became informed on national

100 Ibid.

101 No Yong Park, Making A New China., (Boston: The Stratford
Company, 1929) p. 167,

162 Latourette, op. cit., p. 237.

103 Gilbert Reid, China, Captive or Free. (New York: Dodd,
Mead and Company, 1921) p. 215.

104 P. W. Kuo, "Chinese Statement of the Chinese Case,"
Vol. 25, Asia (December, 1925) p. 1038.

105 "China and Japan," Current History Magazine of the New York
Times, Vol. X (December, 1919) p. 529, quoting Minister Reinsch.




affairs.106 Students took advantage of every opportunity. The North

China Star (May 238, 1913) reported:

There was a pilgrimage gathering yesterday at the
temple at Tsu Ch'eng ... and one at Feng Wu <...
At both of these places several thousand people
gathered to offer their worship to the Buddhas.
The students took these opportunities to spread
their propaganda among the country folk. Ten men
were sent to each place and it is stated two very
successful days were passed, as all those present
gathered zround the ctudents and were apparently

deeply moved by their speeches.

This increase in “public opinion" should be defined. As P. W. Kuo
pointed out in Asia magazine, "It must be made plain that public opinion
in China, throughout the past, has been altogether the opinion of the
educated class."

Toc often the illiterate peasant of the back country, or the coolie
in the Yangtze valley had little idea of current events in his country,
and as illustrated by the poem quoted by Dre. Sun, cared less. But now
the situation was changlng and Japan was one of the first to make note
of the change:

Japan herself realized that the China with which she
vas dealing was different from the old. While in the
War of 1894 she virtually fought the single province

cf Chili, she would noyoaave to deal with the whole
of the Chinese people.

106 It was common to ignore the people. To a Chinese, the family
was the center of his concern, outside of that he had few interests.
Sun Yat Sen quotes an ancient Chinese rhyme to illustrate the philosophy
of the Chinese:

When the sun rises, I labor,

When the sun sets, I rest.

I drink from the well I have dugj;

I eat from the fields I have tilled,

What matters imperial power to me?
The same rhyme, in a slightly different version, is quoted by Lancelot
Forster, The New Culture in China. (Jondon: George Allen & Unwin, Ltd.,

107 Tang Leang=li, op. cit., p. 102-103.




78

Une reason for China's backwardness in matters of public opinion was
her traditional attitude. Kept free from foreign influence there was
little opportunity for her to exchange ldeas and impressions. There was
not even a traditional center for national loyalty. The ruling houses
disappeared and no one dynasty was able to keep coatrol of the country,
usually being overthrown in a civil insurrection of one kind or another.

The Chinese were a proud people but there was little if any of
the kind of patriotism usually found in other countries; a patriotism
which is often strong enough to lead men to die for their country. Tradi=-
tional Chinese loyalties applied to family, village, local prince or
warlord -~ not to the nation.

totwithstanding such favoring circumstances as homogew-
neity of race and written language, genuine unity was
prevented by the almost insuperable obstacles of aize,
lack of rapid communication, and a multiplieity of
spoken dialects. In administration the province was the
most important unit, and provincial affairs were often
conducted with considerable independence of the capital.
Localism was further encouraged by the strength of
family and village goverument, for much more effective
than either emperor or bureaucracy was the demoeratigg
autonomy of the village and the patriarchal family.

In spite of the centralized bureaucracy found in China, it was en~
tirely possible for one province to be at war while a nearby province
remained indifferent. Occasionally a section of the country could be
found aiding the enemy. A, J. Brown called the Chinese a '"peopl= who
have hitherto been a heterogeneous mass of individuals with hardly
more unity than particles of sand, a people who have been proverbially

[T} .
conservative and slowemoving eee. 105

7108 Qwen, op. cit., p. 10-11.
109 4. J. Brown, op. cite, p. 5G4,
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Then slowly, a national consciousness began to develop. In 1905
a number of Chinese boycotted American goods to show their disapproval
of the treatment shown their fellow Chinese in America. The new cur-
riculum in education helped create a broader outlook. More and more
Chinese educated abroad came home and brought with them ideas of rational
pride and unity. As these foreigne~educated Chinese came home, and as
other Chinese began to show an interest in their tountry's affairs,
national spirit began to develop and grow. The revolution, too, contrib-
uted %o the rise in national consciousness.llo The new national senti-
ment was demonstrated as early as 1915 when the Japanese, upon presenta=-
tion of their notorious Twenty-one Demands to the Chinese government,
found themselves the object of a vigorous boycott action,

Reasons for this growth in public opinion are many and varied.
Modern progress in China, although in many respects slow, nevertheless
provided the basis for a genuine national consciousness. Part of this
modern progress was the popular education movement which helped create
& more literate public. Ancother part was the new intelligentsia which
spoke up and often led popular reaction movemenits. Japanese imperialism,
related in great detail to the masses by student orators, created great
public indignation. Japanese arrogance led Chinese student leaders to
conclude that China's one hope lay in the adoption, by the Chinese
people, of a vigorous, aggressive policy of nationalism. This was the
thinking behind the student's street lectures, parades, propaganda,

strike and boycott movements. In addition, the iron discipline of the

110 See John Dewey, "The Chinese National Sentiment," Asia,
Vol. 19 (December, 1919) pp. 1237-42.



young Mationalist army, its dedicated efforts in propaganda and public
relations (Whampoa Military Academy became noted for its classes in
111
propaganda) 1 and the selfless spirit exhibitea by the revolutionary
fighters, proved inspiring to the people who came into contact with
them. BEven the warlord government in Peking coantributed to the rise
of public consciousness for when the government arrested the students
public sentiment ran so high it seemed that the whole nation was on
the side of the university students and against the notoriously proe=
Japanese government.
It was inevitable that all parts of the country

should be affected. First the students themselves

began to watch carefully the actions of the govern=

ment sc that in political, foreign and education

affairs the government could not play fast and locse.

They created a public consciousness. FProm May 4th

on the government knew it could not cheat the paople.llz

It took notice of the students and of public opinion.
There was remarkable growth in national feeling. The Chinese, as Latour-
ette pointed out, had racial coherence but lacked national conscious=-
ness.llﬁ Slowly the Chinese people began to learn of the disgrace of
their country's seemingly hopeless and helpless condition. But not until
early in World War I did the Chinese public, in general, feel national
humiliation. When they did it was a result of the publicity given to

the policies and actions of the Japanese government toward China. At

the same time the new intellectuals recognized the necessity to unite

111 Chou En-lai was at one time deputy to General Teng Yenwta,
whose special responsibilities at the academy included "political
studies," See F. F. Liu, op. cit., p. 12,

112 H. C. Hu, "The Patriotic Movement," op. cit., p. 459.
113 Latourette, OPp- Cite, Pe 204,
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and lead their countrymen to thorough modernization.llu Encouragement

was also given them by the success of the Russian Revolution and Euro-
pean socialist revolts, but particularly by the Russian Revolution
because in their thinking the Bussians were coansidered zn Oriental
people. Since most of the Chinese people were still under the control
of ultraconservative officials and were, as they had been for centuries,
obedient to authority, to armed force and to the traditional ethical
and political dogmas, the students became convinced that this backwarde
ness had to be corrected and that vast and fundamental reforms were
negessary to rejuvenate the old nation.

The unforeseen and surprising thing was that millions of Chinese ==
considered one big, solid lump without any individual interest in what
happened in and to their country == suddenly began to let themselves
be carried away, individually and collectively, by the fire of revolt.
The unrest became so deep and so widespread that all parts of the land
and all classes of Chinese were directly affected. 4 writer in

Missionary Review of the World wondered aloud at the phenomenon:

Formerly one wondered at the way in which serious
disturbaiaces in cone part of the land were regarded
by the Chinese in other sections as none of their
business. At the time of the Boxer kovement, the
presence of foreign troops and their military
operations in the north werelig little interest

to the people further south.

114 Historian Werner Levi agrees, saying: "The student movement
created a remarkably strong and united expression of public opinion.,"
See Werner Levi, Modern China's Foreign Policy. (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1953) p. 156.

115 "Unrest and Propaganda in China," The Missionary Review of
the World, Vol. XLVII (September, 1924) p. €7C.




It seemed obvious that the Chinese people were behind the new patriotic
movement in China,

The results of the new national consciousness were remarkable. The
most noticeable result was the realization of the power of the people to
organize nationally and the subsequent bringing into being of all kinds
of social and pnlitical organizations of a voluntary nature. One of
the earliest successes zfter the initial victory in the May Lth demands
was the inability of the Chinese government to hold open negotiations
with Japan in 1920 to discuss the Shantung situation. Public opinion
would not permit Peking tn negotiate because the people felt such a
move would be tantamount to a recognition of the Paris settlement.ll6

Chinese people, both at home and abroad, began to form organiza-
tions to discuss diplomatic problems. These groups were active in
encouraging the Chinese delegation in Paris not to sign the treaty.

Bven in little cut=of-the-way coraers of the earth, Chinese nationalism
made its way. Chinese abrovad collected money to support the Nationalist

117

movement at home. Military successes of the Kuomintang rested in

part on a growing realization on the part of anti-Nationalists
(primarily warlords and the Peking government) that it was not good to
be permanently against the wishes of the people.

With the increasing literacy and elementary-level education among

i e s

116 Lat&urette, 9‘2- Cit-' Do 2;7"‘80

11?7 ¥rom The Star, May 17, 1919, "The movement is alesc beiug
carried to the South Bea Island and Straits Settlements. The overseas
Chinese at 3hanghai yesterday telegraphed to their friends in the
South not to buy Japanese goods. Funds were raised in Shanghai to
further the vropaganda work among all the organizations in the
islands."



the wmassesz, simple vernacular anewspapers had the power to create new
mavaments and problsams every time they reported & new political crisis,.
SUMMARY

0ddly enough, very little news of the uprising in China reached
the outside worlde. Wwhat eventually turned out to be & major event in
Chinese history received only s few paragraphs in the world press at
the timw.llg Had it oot beea for Devey, Millard, Weale and & few other
vetsran chservers =~ principslly miscionaries e- who reported the
events in interpretive magazine articles, even less would have been
known,

Few pcouple realized that the student demouctration of May 4, 13519,
marked the beginning of a new era for China, or the "turniag point of
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the Chinesce Revolution,” In effect, the demonstiration turned out

to be a declaration of war by the students and intellectual class
against the warlord goverument.

In the weeks following the demonstration students organized theme
selves intc well-disciplined groups, sponsored repeated demonstrations
on political issues and initiated widespread student strikes in addi-
tion to the boycotts against the Japanese.

118 For that matter, this is what The Star had to say several days
after the event -~ and it was right on top of the news, being published
both in Peking and Tientsin. "The general feeling here is that the ine-
cident is not serious. It was a student ebullition, indicative, it is
true, of the general feeling, but quite spontaneous, unorganized and

not likely to be repeated or imitated. Had there been any evideance that
there was adult organization behind it, it would probably have been re-
gorded more seriously.” Dewey, too, at first thought it was merely a
voyish prank but changed his minde See John and Alice Chipman Dewey,
ope Cite, ps 246~247, also cited earlier in this chspter.

119 Anne Fremantle, Mao Tse~t : An Anthology of His Writings.
(New York: Mentor Books, The New American Library, 1962) p. xxiv.




The merchants in Shanghai and other cities closed
thelr shops as & protest ageinst tie peidce negotia-
tions and against the goverament. The Chinese
Delegation at the Paris Conference was warned by
public bodies not to sign the treaty; and they
obeyed. The goverament was forced by this strusg
demonstration of national szentiment to release the
students and to dismiss {rom 255109 three well~
known pro-Japanese ministers.

The power of the students fascinated writers of the time. Putnam
Weale repeatedly commented on the immensity of this power. W. T,
Barber was confounded by the change.

Undoubtedly the most profound change has been
in the attitude oi youth to age and authoritiy.
‘Under Heaven there is nothing greater than the
Teacher' used to be the phrase and the rule of
boyhood, while filial piety was thne basis of
Confucian moralitye. Something of this iz still
to be found in the village life of uneducated
China seee The far too sudden chenge from the
educational and ethical modes of old Cihdna has
been nade ?;lselfnconfident and partially educae
ted youth.™

Y. T. Wu conmented:

From the description of the student movenents
and activities given above, it will be seern thati
the students of China may be said to be cccupying
a2 unique place in the life of China to-day. ©No=-
wiere in history have skudents had such polent
influence in a nation.™

The students' actions were endorsed and supported by merchants and
educators. BEven though each group had its own interests to protect,
all temporarily united to protest the actions of the pro-Japanese
Chinese government. Wwhat had begun as a protest agaianst Japanese
aggression guickly hecame a full-scale, nationwide, organized protest

movement.

120 Hu Shil'l » %o Cit ey po 55‘0
121 W T. A . Barber ' 92'0 cit. s P 218’219.
122 Y. T. Wa, op. cit., p. 477, my emphasis.



It will be resenmbered thai the stuaent movewment
came 50 suuwdenly and without any apparent premedita-
ticn thuat it toock everybody by surprise; and the
wonder cof it was that its influence spread so rapidly
among all classes and ranks of China, that within a
week of its inception in Peiing it had almost the
vhole of China in its grip.—=

The immensity »f the student movement was completely unexpected. The
fact that the students had won ths dinterest, enthusiasm and support
of large scgments of the population helped them to gain the support
of the groups which cams to their aid. The students' iaflusncs on
public sentiment was tremendous.
The Student Patriotic Movement .. was the first

successful effort to unite our people, to direct the

policy of the Government against foreign aggression.

The importance of education and the ecreation of a

strong public opinion were emphasized. The most

noticeable result was of course the realization of

the latent power of the people to orgsnize nationally

and the subsequent bringing into being all kinds of

social iﬁﬁ political organizations of a voluntary

nature,
Thus, in the days aand months which followed, the alliance between intel-
lectuals, economis class groups and the people continued. OGbservers
wondered wher:> the movement would lead and opindion was divided. Many
Britishers felt the movement would lead to Bolshevism and future
terrorism. Americans seemed to feel the movement would be of great
benefit to the Chinese nation.

Whatever else way be sald about it, the student movement did

accomplish twe very important things -- it awakened a national spirit

At o i s

127 T. H. Lees, "The Popular Education Movement in China," The
Chinese Rscorder, Vol. LI (January, 1920) p. 44,

124 T. L. Shen, "A Study of the Anti-Christian Movement," The
Chinesc Recorder, Vol. LVI {April, 1925) p. 228.
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and promoted movements among thz Chincse pecple for lmprovewent in
cultural, political, soclial and industrial sffairs. o one could
have foretcld that the proetest resulting from indignation over
further humiliation to the Chinese government would have had such
widaspread effecto. The success the studentz realized from the
initial demcnstration encouraged them to zuppoert a vast recrganizaw-
tion znd modernization program which they hoped would help China
avolid or end, once and for all, the indigaities and humiliations
she had bornes a3t the hands of othere.

From strikes and boycotts the students went into language reforn,
popular education, politics and government. A u2w spirit of experi-
mentation caught their fancy and the pragmatism of the American
philosophers became their ideal. The authority of Confucius was
rejected for the knowledge of the West. This new, large-scale
renovation and rejuvenation movement became known as the Renaissance
and the peolitical interest led to repeated governmental crises as the
students flocked in large numbers to join -~ or form ~~ politically

revoluntionary organizations.



CHAPTER FOUR
REFORM AND REVOLUTION

Lt, Collins steepled his fingers. 'I don't
know what's coming,' he said .;.. Bordelles said,
‘Bolshevism is what's coming.!

INTRODUCTION

Less than one year after the May demonstration, students were hard at
work enlisting laboring classes to their cause. Three days before the
first anniversary of the demonstration (that is, on May Day, 1920) Pe-
king students distributed pamphlets addressed to this class. Since the
students had planned a May 4 anniversary celebration the literature dis-
tributed caused some confusion as it referred neither to the Shantung
issue nor to the May 4 anniversary. It was, instead, a call to arms to
the workers:

'Cur dearest labor colleagues. Today being the 1st
of May it is the day of celebration of the union of la-
bor se.. Workmen the world over observe this day as a
holiday. Our Chinese brethren, however, are not yet a-
ware of the significance of the day, and we feel bound
to inform them that we should all work and that we should
all get bread.

'*Those who eat without labor, such as: officials,
politicians, capitalists, missionaries, priests, monks,
robbers, beggars, people of immoral character, etc.,
should be deprived of existence in our society in order
to avoid the harm they do to us. We should, therefore,
unite and take back the lands, farms, factories, machine
plants ang materials in general and place them at our
disposal.

1 Richard McKenna, The Sand Pebbles. (Hew York: Harper and Row,
1962) p. 345.

2 The North China Star, ¥May 3, 1920. Hereafter cited as The Star.
May 1 is better known as a Russian celebration day.
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The Peking government was worried, with good reason. Organization of
labor was not wanted because the government'’s experience with such organ-
ization in the past indicated that it was usually far too effective. In
addition, labor organization had often proven to be a leading factor in
nationalism. Some of the earliest labor organizations had been those of
the guilds involved in the student-led boycotts and general stirikes.

In the early stages of these movements, however, students had had
no clear-cut convictions on labor, even though some of them read and
studied Marx., As Hu Shih pointed out, "Radical social revolutions are
made possible by the removal of the forces which were once the bulwark

n2 The students, per-

of the institutions and usages of the ¢ld society.
haps, had done too thorough a job in discrediting the old. The question
now was, what would f£ill that void? Students and literati were fascinated

with the ideas of the Russian writers whose works had been extensively

translated during the height of the Cultural Revolution.

++» communism ... appeared to be able to absorb a
higher degree of anti-traditionalism than simple
nationalism was able to do, and yet justify a
Chinese, emotionally, or historically, inhbreak~
ing intellectually with his Chinese past.

Students and the intelligentsia were also impressed with the Russian Re-
volution. Before their eyes an Eastern power had thrown off the ycke of
the West and had adopted a glorious new way of living -- or so it seemed
to the Chinese. ‘'Instead of being the laggard, following in Western
footsteps, a Communist China, with Russia, could seem at the head of

=
the queue."”

% Hu 8hih, The Chinese Renaissance., (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1934} p. 100.

s Joseph R. Levenson, Confucian China and Its Modern Fate. (Berke-
ley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1543) p. 126. The
communlisgts tried to find a synthesis to offer.

5 Ibid., p. 134.




89

Disappointed in the powers of the West, the students turned to the ex-
ample of Soviet Russia for inspiration.

Of all the influence that Russiz has in the minds of

the Chinese people, the Russia Revolution stands out

as the most potent. Not only has the Russian Revolu-

tion demonstrated their ability to destroy the most

despotic of all monarchies, but it illustrated their

achievement in raising the status of the nation from

the abyss of half-slavedom to that of political libera-

tion.
The great majority of the Chinese peonle were disinterested onlookers
but the scholars and students were enthusiastic partisans. They kept
a clogse watch to see whether or not the Russian experiment would suc-
cessfully do away with capitalism. Thelr enthusiasm for the Russian
Revolution was real and genuine while the interest of others, including
Europeans, was often merely simple curiosity. The Chinese intelligentsia
looked toward Russia for inspiration and leadership. (Several years

after the Russian revolution, as Tsai Yuan-pei welcomed Adolf Joffe to

China, he said, "Please accept the hearty welcome of the pupils to the
?
tr

teacher.

The new Russian regime strengthened this "pupil-teacher'" relation-
ship by making extensive changes in its relationships to China. Contact
between the Chinese and the Russians had always been close8 and within
a year of the Russian Revclution the two countries began establishing

friendlier relations. In 1918, Georgi Vasilyevich Chicerin, Russian

Foreign Counselor, publicly renounced all the '"rights and privileges"

& T. C. Woo, The Kuomintang and the Future of the Chinese Revolu-
tion. (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1928) p. 123.

7 Rodney Gilbert, "Soviet Envoy in Peking,” Living Age, Vol. 315
(Novermber %4, 1922) p. 255. The emphasis is Gilbert's.

8 The Treaty of Nerchinsk, 1689, was the first treaty China signed
with a Buropean power.
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the Czars had held in China. By renouncing these Russia made a gesture of
friendship toward China though, in fact, the action was politically moti-
vated. The changes were made official September 27, 1920, when L. M.
Karakhan, speaking on behalf of the Russian Government declared

'veo void of force all the treaties concluded with

China by the former Government, renounced all seizures

of Chinese territory, without codpensation and for

ever, all that had been predatorily seized from her o

by the Tsar's Government and the Russian Bourgeoisie.’}
For Russia, it was a complete change of policy. The Russian Legation in
Peking was elevated to an embassy in recognition of China's new status as
a great power, and Karakhan became Ambassador to Chima.lo The Soviet Union
thus became the only government to recognize China zs a great power; a
volicy which rut other powers in an embarrassing situation since it esta-
blished a precedent in treating China as an equal.

China, meanwhile, had not been idle. It was the first country to

recognize the new Soviet Socialist Republic.

DR, SUN

In both his writings and speeches, Sun Yat-sen expressed admiration
for the Russian Revolution and he was one of the few men to believe in

its ultinate success.

Dr. Sun ... managed to send a telegram of congratula-
tions to Lenin through his countrymen in America, for
211 the cable facilities being under the control of
Russia's enemy, he found it impossible to wire Moscow
directly. This telegram arrived under circumstances
where the Russian Government was besieged on all

9 Tang Leang-1i, China in Revolt. (ILondon: Ncel Douglas, 1927)
ne 127, '

10 Observed P. Scheffer in Living Age, '"The Soviet Government has
cunningly allied itself with Chinese patriotism, which is becoming the
strongest and deepest sentiment in the nation." See "Sacrificed Genera-
tion, Living Age, Vol. 325 (May 8, 1926) p. 305.
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sides by its enemies. It gave the Russians much
ground for joy and for a great future in the rela-
tionship between the two countries. This telegran
seemed to be the first of its kind sent by Dr. Sun
to Moscow after the assumption of power by the Re-
volutionary party in Russia.tl

Sun Yat-sen also greatly admired the Russian's methods. 1In one speech

he commented:

'Russia only had her Revolution six years after
the Revolution in China. But the Russian Revolution-
ary Party has not only destroyed the most powerful of
imperialist countries, but it has gone farther in
searching for a solution for the world economic and
nolitical problems. This Reveolution is indeed, a
thorough-going revolution. It is because their
methods are good.’

‘e s e s 13 . .
Dr. Sun's writings seemed to reflect communigtic ideas.”” The third prin-
ciple, min-sheng {(peoples’' 'livelihood" or "sccialism') many believed, was
closely allied with Marxist ideas. However, James Dolsen, whose motives
may be questiocned, has this to say about Dr. Sun:
He [Sunj was neither a Communist or a Marxist. His
program ‘nationalism, democracy, socialism' bore all
the signs of thiubackwar&ness of the sccial condi~
v o . 4
tions of China.
The fact remains, however, that Russia, which before 1917, had been one

of China's most dangerous encmles now became her friend, voth in word and

deed.

11 Woo, op. cit., p. 131.

12 Ibid., p. 126.

13 From Tame Magazine, Vol. 25 (March 18, 1935) ». 22. '"The Will
of Saint Sun hag definitely Communist leaning, enjoins China to cooperate

with Soviet Russia and with Germany which Saint Sun expected to continue
Socialist, not feresseing Hitler.'

14 James H. Dolsen, The Awakening of China. (Chicago: The Daily
Worker Publishing Company, 1926) p. 1%4. Chu Chai agrees saying, @...
the nin-sheng principle, as the Communists c¢laim, has much in common with
Marxism. Sun Yat-sen had great respect for Karl Marx, but he was never
subaervient to Marxism.' See Chu Chai and Winberg Chai, The Changing
Society of China. (New York: Mentor Books, New American Library of
World Literature, Inc., 1962) ». 212.




CHINA'S INTERNAL SITUATION

With the overthrow of the Manchu Dynasty in 1911, China became a
Eepublic. Dr. Sun, leader of the revoluticnaries, did not head the
govermment as everyone had expected (although he was temnorarily pro-
visional president), but instead, Yuan Shih-kai became president. This
old-time military leader kept himself in power with the aid of military
friends and cohorts -- thus firmly establishing the modern "warlord!
form of govermment in China. Yuan later tried to establish a constitu-
tional monarchy and failing to achieve this goel, resigned. There then
beganr a period <f warlcrd goveraments in Peking end the split between
North and South widened. The North, at one time (1917) tried to restore

the Hanchu emperor.

The internal sitvation was disheartening. Yuan Shih-
K'aits attespt to hecome Empercr, the high-~handed actions
cf the militarists, the attempts of traitors to sell
their country, bad economic conditions, a lowering of
noral standards ~- all these blocked the hopes of the
young enthusiasts. They were confronted with the
twenty-one demands, the secret military pact between
Japan and China, the failures of the Peace Conference,
and the attitude of Foreign Yowers to China.1d

Politically, Sun's Kuomintanglé pvarty (reorganized in 1912, this
time as a political party, not necessarily a revolutionary party) func-

tioned in the South. It was opposed by the Chin@utang,l, a party power-

ful in the North, established by Yuan and led by Liang Chi-chao. Dr.

15 H. C. Hu, &The New Thought Movament," The Chinese Recorder,
Vol. LIV (August, 1923) o. 447,

16 A result of the cowbination of the Hsing Chungs Hui into Tung
Meng Hui and finally into Kuomintang.

17 The Chinputang was the "Frogressive Party’ of China and was
led by Liang Chi-chac. It developed from the old Monarchical Constitu-
ticnal Party, founded by the leaders of the 100 Days of Reform. The
Chinputang was a combination of the Democratic Party led by lLiang,

Yuan Shih-Rai's party and the Unification rarty. It was in opposition
to the Kuomintang. Chinputang newspapers supported the New Thought
Movement, The group was a co-sponsor of Bertrand Russell's China visit.



Sun's nationalist government at Canton was "legitimized" in 1920, and,
although his was generally the more popular government (that is, among
the Chinese people) the Northern government -- ridiculous though it was
-- was recognized by other nations as the de jure government (1916-28).

During the height of the student demonstrations following the May 4
period, the Northern government was actually in control of a group called
the Anfu Club, led by Tuan Chi~jul. At this time, the Chinese parliament
consisted of a strong Chinputang minority and a large assortment of other
parties which could command a majority if they worked together. The Anfu
Club was formed to bring these groups together and the Anfuites, as they
were called, became the mest important political group in Peking.

vee 85 soon as it was understood that every member

of Parliament who became a member of the Club and

veted according to the Club's decisions would

receive a monthly allowance to cover expenses inci-

dental on the residence of a patriotic member of

Parliament in Peking thfaparliamentary membership

began to swell visibly.
It was believed that some of the Anfuites' financial help came from
Japanese sources, perhaps with the help of Tsao Ju-lin, who was an Anfu
Club member.

From the time of the Club's formation it dominated Parliament and
monopolized control of the goveranment. Many Chinese believed that the
Anfu group was responsible for their difficulties and they accused the
Anfu~controlled government of having sold out to the Japanese. General

Hzu Shu-cheng,19 Tuan's chief of staff, assumed more control of the

18 The Star, October 4, 1919.

19 Usually known as "Little Hsu', to distinguish him from Hsu Shih-
cheng, the president.
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grovp as Tuan gradually aligned morc and more with the President and the
liberals. The club ended in 1920 vhen Tusn was defeated by Tsac Kun and
Chang Tso-lin.zo

The Borthern and Southern Chinese governments were fighting for con-
trol of some four million square miles of territery and some 400 million
people. Boti sides had to solve the dual problem of maintaining pezce
and order within the realm and defeuling it from those without. To do
so, China's 400 million needed to be well organized =- a project which
would not be easy in view of the great diversity in language, customs
and laws throughout the land.zl The blg problem, therefore, was to
reconcile the widely-differing viewpoints of the pecple and to create in
all an interest in all. 8o long as pecple living in the same country re=-
mained in ignorance of each other absurd counflicts of variocus descrip-
tions were bound to arise.

President of the Northern Government during this time was Hsu Shih-

cheng. In Canlton, which declared itself the true government of China,

Dr. Sun had been elected president of the Southern Government with the

20 A price of $50,000 was put on the head of "Little Hsu." Prices
were also put on the heads of the other Anfu leaders. A second list of
names was published for those to be punished and this included Tsao Ju=-
lin, Lu Cheng-yu and Chang Chung-hsiang. (See The Star, August 1, 1520).
"Little Hsu fled to the Japanese legation for sanctuary and the Japanese
notified the Chinese government of the fact. Hsu later escaped and the
Chinese accused the Japanese of bad faith. Other Anfuites in the lega~
tion were the targets of an almostesuccessful poisoning plot. In summing
up the whole affair, The Star concluded, "... he ["Little Hsu"] has
given a visual demonstration that all the talk of Japanese-Anfu con=
nections were the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."

(See The Star, December 1, 1920).
21 As Levenson (op. ¢ite., p. 103) puts it: "In large part the in-

tellectual history of moderr: China has been the process of making ku-chia
of t'ien~hsia.'” Ku~chia is putting nation above culture; T'ien—hsia is

the Confucian way.
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help of Tuan Chi-ju122 and Chang Tso-lin.

It was Sun's Kuomintang group, as the Southern government, which
first allied with the Communists. Sun brought student leaders into his
party (Chen Tu~-hsiu, for example, was made Chief of the Education Board
in Canton) and these young intellectuals brought a revolutionary spirit
into the Kuomintang. WNews of the new Russia's ''kindness' to China
electrified these young intellectuals and many of them believed that
comnunism was the answer toc China's problems. These were the young men
who found their way to Canton.

THE KUOMINTANG

The English translation of the word '"Kuomintang'' helps explain the
meaning of the movement. "Kuo'' means country; "min", people; "tang",
association, or party. Thus, "association to bring the country into
the hands of her pe0p1e."23

In the late 19th century, Sun Yatesen had made up his mind to over-
throw the Manchus. Failing to convince the government of the need for

reform, he organized the Shing Chung Hsei (China Revival Society) in

1894 and began armed uprisings which lasted for some ten years. Then as
an exile in Japan in 1905, Sun organized the Tung Ming Hwei (Revolution-

ary Alliance) to advocate a nationalist revolution. This new group vas

P

22 VWhich must surely set a record for switching sides. Unless,
possibly, we consider the "Cuaristian General' Feng Yu-hsiang, whose
"econversion from a fervent Christian to a fiery Bolshevist came rather
suddenly e..'" See Aage Krarup-iiielsen, The Dragon Awskes. {(London:
John Lane The Bodley Head Ltd., 1928) pp. 99, 102, 136. Feng swore
allegiance to the Hankow group but within twy weeks demandeld the instant
removal of Borodin. He originally had been in command of a citizens
army and had been an Anfuite.

2% "New China Revealed," The Literary Digest, Vol, 92 (March 12,
1927) p. 21.
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a merger of the earlier group with other anti-Manchu factions. By 1911
the group had acquired the name Kuomintang and this name was generally
used after the successful revoluticn. In August, 1512, this group merged
with five others and officially took the name Kuomintang. Their objec=
tives were: 1) a united China, 2) local self-government, 3) satisfactory
relations with foreign governments, and 4) socizlistic principles for

China. The overall goal was to implant the Three People's Princ1yleszu

into the winds and lives of the people. The reorganized party grew rapidly
and by 1914 Sun was back in Japan where he organized the Revoluticnary
Psrty of China. o During the war, Sun's followers campaigned vigorously
8g.1.ust the warlord government in Peking but by the end of the war the
party returned to nationalism. At the same time the Renaissance was sweep-
ing China and students were propagandizing all who would listen teo come to
the aid and support of their nation. The Nationalist326 located at Canton,
27

carried on continuous armed conflict. Several "peace conferences" were

24 ‘fhe principles were min-tsu, pecple's rule or nationalism; min-
chuan, people's authority or democracy; and min-sheng, people's liveli~
hood, usually translated as “socialism."

25 Thers >3 one further reorganization, that of 132i4, when the
decision was made to allow Communists to join as individual members.

26 The Natioualist Party was the Kuomintang of Sun Yatesen. The na=-
tionalist movement refers to the work of those interested in arousing a
patriotic spirit among the people. HMany people confuse the two and in the
1920s, many correspondents wrote as if they believed nationalism was cone-
fined to the Nationalist Party. The Kuomintang eventually became the
political expression of the Chinese nationalist movement.

27 An example, During the summer of 1919, Southern troops arrived in
Hupeh Proviace. They remained there until the end »f 151% alt which time
they tried to fight their way eastward toward Hankow. They were defeated
and wy father and the Roman Cathelic priest in Skhihman were asked to negotie
ate w1th them. They negotiated with a group about ten miles from Shihnan
and that group deeclded to capitulate. After a delay of ome or mere days the
troops carried out their surrender with my father as their mediator. This
ended the lorth-Scuth schism in Central China for thet periocd of time.
(Notes from Arncld H. Gebhardt to the writer, October, 1963)
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held between the North and South. In 1920 civil war broke out conce mores;
and there was much internal turmoil. The warlords fought numerocus local
battles during these years.

The history of modern China is inseparable from the history of the
Kucnintang. At first the Kuomintang was not a party of the great mass
of Chinesc people since it drew its support chi=fly from businessmen,
intellectuals and soldiers. With its official platform, Sun's Three
Principles, quickly shortened into “nationalism, democracy and socialism,"
the Kuomintang began soliciting the countryside. Kuomintang agents toured
the country, organizing local groups and arousing the whole cowntry

against "foreign imperialists." Peasant, workers and soldiers were

propagandized in order to create a politically conscious population.28

«oo amateur attempts to rouse public opinion were
speedily reinforced by those of the Nationalist
Party (Kuo Min Tang). This party then controlled
the government only in and around Canton, and even
there control was often precarious owing to the
vagaries of local militarists, upon whose goodwill
it was at first dependent. But the nationalists
were already followed by the majority of young China
throughout the country, and they were the first
party to appreciate the support of this nucleus of 9
public opinion and to make a bid for its extension.

Students and scholars joined the party. Tsai Yuan-peiBO was a member as

28 Sun quoted Sun Tzu, "... to attack the mind is more effective
than to attack a city ... @ renovation of the mind is prereguisite to a
revolution.” See Chow Tse=-tung, The May Fourth Movement. (Cambridge,
lass.: Harvard University Press, 1060) p. 195.

29 Foster, op. cit., p. 53.

30 Many student leaders joined the Kuomintang because it appealed
to their leftist tondencios. Sun zupzorted the studant and new culture
movements on political grounds but never completely agreed, on national-
ictic grounds, with the new literature and new thought movements. Chiang
Kai=shek criticized both students and the new thought movement and re-
jected the whole iden of the new culture movement.
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were Chien Hsungetung and Chiang Mon-lin. These men knew the value of
propaganda. In fact, it is sometimes difficult to tell where Kuomintang
propaganda leaves off and student propaganda begins. In many cases they
were the same thing since both students and Kuomintang had the same
goals. In the struggle to consolidate and rebuild China these groups
stood alone. The Northern government had the support of the world powers
but the Kuomintang and sympathetic students had the goodwill of the
people. Together, supported by formidable propaganda, they became a
full-fledged modern revolutionary force.
THE COMMUNISTS

Communism was nothing new to China. Two earlier attempts are re-
corded in Chinese history «- one in 9 A,D., the other in the 10603.31
The Tai-Ping Rebellion in the midenineteenth century had overtones of
class consciousness and there is extensive Communist interest in 1t.32
A Kuomintang member, Chu Chih-hsin, translated into Chinese (in 1906) the
ten proposals in the Communist Manifesto. The first Chinese socialist

party (the Chung-kuo-she~hui-tang) was organized in 1911 and by 1918 a

society for the study of Marxism had been founded in the University of
Peking with Li Taw~chao, Chang Kuo-t'ao and Mao Tse-tung as members. By
1919, Chen Tu-~hsiu had established contact with the Comintern.

In the first issue of New Tide, one writer said that in history
every century had its tide which couldn't be stopped (e.g., Renaissance,

Refrrmation, French Revolution, revolutions of 1848). He predicted the

%1 For a very fine article on early communist movement in China
see C. Aymard, "China's Communist BExperiment in 1067," Living Age.
Vol. 312 (March 18, 1922) p. 640-7.

32 Levenson, op. cit., p. 1238. The author notes that Communists
have written a great deal on the Tai-Ping Rebellion, particularly in
1950, the anniversary year.
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new world tide of the twentieth century would be the Russian Revolution.35
Students had resumed some of their classes after the initial May &4
protests, primarily because they believed that education had to play a
leading role in remaking China. Aside from studies, however, the students
showed remarkable interest in socialistic theories. '"Young China, turning
if not to Marx's methods at least to his ideal, has set his heart on some
degree of socialism." said John Faster.34 Students became prominent in

labor affairs and occasionally even headed l:hor organizations (Ya case

of the blind leading the blind," commented The Chinese Recorder.)35

Many students began to lean far to the left and showed much sympathy for
the struggle in Russia, a tendency which was not too popular in militarist

circles. All in all, Chinese students were feeling their way == not yet

certain which way to gc.56

.. it [the student mind| does not yet discern the goal
towards which education or society should move. Yet
there are constructive tendencies. National conscious=-
ness might be said to be a dominating factor in deter=
mining what holds the attention. A groving social
consciousness alsc promises much for the future, Indeed
the Student Mind has passed beyond mere protest and
iconoclas§ to earnest searching for answers and solu=-
ti0NSceas ?

The influence of the West on Chinese thought was great, but China's na=-
tionalist impulses leaned toward Sovist Russia and sympathized with that

country's defiance of the West. China's enthusiasm for socialism came

3.5 ChOW, 9_20 Cito' Pe 60.
34 Foster, op. cite, p. 79.

35 '"The Chinese Student Mind," The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LIII
(November, 1922) p. 681.

36 "... this nationalist movement is not a mere blackguardly rag of
youths who have drunk too much Soviet vodka., The youths have learned their
theories from us == and from dry and democratic America ..." The Literary
Digest, quoting the London New Statesman. See Vol. 86 (July 25, 1925) p.l7.

37 "The Chinese Student Mind," op. cit., p. 631.
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partly from her liking for the Russians and their methods and partly as
a result of the humiliations suffered at the hands of Western powers.
For their part, the Russians denied they had anything tc do with Chinese
iulcrest in themselves or their country.

*The imperialists are endeavoring to split the movee
ment by asserting that the movement proceeds from the
Communists and the Soviet Union. If it be true that the
Communists are the coriginstors of the movement, the
Chinese people cught to rally all the more to the Com=
munists who represent the interests of the whole of the
Chinese people. If it be true, that the Soviet Union
is supporting the movement, this would only serve to
prove that the Soviet Unicn is the sole friend of China.
Unfortunately, the Soviet Union is unable to he;g China
immediately to shake off her imperialist yoke.'”

A vigorocus labor movement was begun in 1919 and by 1920 labor had initiated
several strikes.

Unions of labourers and farmers are being organized cor
cncouraged for the protection of thelr own interests,
These organizations were practically unknown ten years
ago. It was only after the Russian Revolution that
workingeclass organization became of great importance.
The first trade unions, as distinct from trade guilds,
were set up at génton in 1919, and the movement spread
all over China.

The Chinese Communist Party was formally organized in May, 1921,40 and be-

gan immediately to organize railway workers. By the following year strikes
took place on all the main lines. There were other radical societies, one

of which was Mac Tse-~tung's Hsin Min Hsueh Hul or New People's Study

Society.&l This group, organized in 1918, centered around Changsha which

B

35 Dolsen, Ope Citey pe 170, quoting an outline of the Communists'
tasks.

59 Tang, 920 Cito, Pe lL‘Oo

40 Although Li and Chen had organized a group in Shanghai in May,
1920, the 1921 date is taken as the real founding.

41 Anne Fremantle, Mao Tse-tung: An Anthology of His Writings.
(New York: A Mentor Book, Published by The New American Library, %962)
Pe xxii., Most of the members of this group were killed by the Kuomintang
in 1977-28,
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quickly became a center of socialist or communistic thinking.

I remember an episode in 1920, when the Hsin Min
Hsueh Hul organized a demonstration to celebrate

the third anniversary of the Russian October Revolu=-
ticne It was suppressed by the police. Some of

the demonstrators had attempted to raise the Red
Flag at the meeting, but were prohibited from do-
ing so by the police. They then poirted out that
according to Article 12 of the (then) Constitution,
the people had the right to assemble, organize and
speak, but the police were not impressed. They
replied that they were not there to be taught the
Constitution, but to carry out the orders of the
governor, Chao Heng-t'i. From this time on I be-
came more and more convinced that only masz political
power, secured through mass action,agould guarantee
the realization of dynamic reforms.

b3

Later, when a branch of the Communist Party was organized in Hunan ~ Mao
becane & member.hh In France z group was organized among the worker-
students with Chou Bn-lai as one of the founders. Chou was also active

in the organization of The Awakening Society (Chou-Wu-Hsueh-Hui) in
bs

Tientsin. A fellow founder was Ma Chun.
The Chinese Comnmunist Party grew rapidly. "e.. in those days it was
fashionable to be a Communist and nobody was very sure exactly what it

meant, except that all bright young men were Communists."#é This is

42  Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China. (New York: The Grove Press,
Inc., Black Cat Editiom, 1G61) p. 155, quoting Mao.

k3 v,,. Changhsa was called the 'Bastern Moscow'"! See Peng Ta-Mu,
"Chinese Student Looks At The Yorld," Asia, Vol. 28 (March, 1923) p. 247.

L4 At one time many people believed Mao was simply leading an agrar-
ian reform movement. See Chu Chai, op. cit., p. 224=225. The Communists
consistently emphasized land reform; the Nationzalists did not,

45 Ma Chun is the student who, at the time of the student arrests
following the May 4th incident, stated that since he was not yet dead he
still had a life to give for his country.

b6 Snow, op. cit., p. 16. "The rise of any political party in
history cannot be compared with the rapid rise of the Chinese Communist
Party." See Woo, op. cit., p. 148. From twelve delegates and some fifty
members in 1921, the Chinese Communists grew to more than ten million reme
bers in the early fifties. See Fremantle, op. cit., p. xxvi.
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quite true. At first only students came into the party, led and in-
spired by some of the intellectuals. Later workmen joined and finally

4
peasants, although in very small numbers.¥7 The main strength of the

48

Chinese Communist Party was the student, and second, the workers.

If one compares the comparative securilty of the Come
munists in other countries, in France and in Germany,
and even in England and in the United States, and the
comparative immunity from immediate danger of death of
the cgmmun‘ists of these Btates ons can annrecinte the

A aa Wil g WEILL Wtasdh A G e dia e

spirit of the Chinese Communists ... In short, one may
say that the Chinese Commypnists are among the best type
of the Chinese Youth eeee.

The party regularly warned tho Chinese people against relying on diplo-
matic negotiations and attempts at compromise. It also consistently
spoke of leaders of the Northern government as "tools of the imperialists.”
The Communists taught that it was better to suffer defeat than to make
use of the enemy as a mediator or protector.ﬁo

The Communists, as did the Kuomintang, also made good use of propa=-
ganda., In fact, "“.e.. no political 'ism' has been so conspicuous and so

51

widely advertised throughout the world as Bolshevism.' There were

47 Said V. Sheean, ia 'Disruption of the Kuomintang," Asia, Vol. 27
(August, 1927) p. 626, "ee. whereas the intelligentsia was already discon~
tented, it was necessary to organize discontent in the proletariat by
means of extensive propaganda.'

L3 Woo, ope. cit., p. 10k,
"*9 E_@_i;éo' De l“‘f’l'}-

50 The Red Army song expresses this philosophy:

¥hen the enemy comes Iorward, we withdraw;

When the enemy withdraws, we go forward;

When the enemy settles down, we disturb him.

When the enemy is exhausted, we fight him.
The song is quoted both in Chu Chai, op. cit., p. 223 and by F. F. Liu, A
Military History of Modern China: 1524-10%0. (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton
University Press,

256) pe 257, The only difference is a change of tense.

51 Gilbert, op. cit., p. 257. Another author got his Bolshevist and
student propaganda confused. See W. Schuler, “1Is Bolshevism Possible in
Chinz?" Living Age, Vol. 305 (May 29, 1920) pp. 507-10, especially p. 509.
Or, does this Jjust go to show how closely related the movements really were?



several Communist magazines; New Youth after 1920, and The Guide, edited
by Chen Tu~hsiu, which "uces bitter words cgainst the present social,
political and international order."DL

Heny intelligent observers believe that one of
China's chief dangers is due to the Soviet propaganda
emanating from Moscow. A prominent writer called
attention to 2 recent Agreement of far~reaching sig-
nificance that will undoubtedly have tremendous cffect
on Eastern politics. While one of the articles of
this Agreement between Russisc and China states that
neither contracting party shall do anything to inter-
fere with the system of government in the other
country, ~till the record of the Soviets for such
interference in many countries is so well known (de-
spite the fair promises) that suspicion is aroused as
to their designs on China., The unrest in China, the
inefficient government, the suffering people, the
revolutionary spirit of the student class, all combigg
to form & peculiarly favorable soil for Soviet sced.

The Cocommunizsts made good use of whatever propaganda opportunity precented

itself and were not above Yriding in on sumecne else's coattailsY in
order to accomplish their purpose. Ounce & Bible Society found extra

leaves -= containing revolutionary propaganda -- hal been inserted in

some of its 3ible pm"*1;:3..::)n.<_125LF

RUSSIA AGAIN

Russia began sending some of its best people to China, "shrewd men
like G. Maring, Adolf Joffe, L. M. Karakhan."”” When Joffe arrived, both
Tsal Yuan-pel and Hu Shih were on hand to welcome him. The men from
Russia began laying tae groundwork for cooperation between the Communist

Party and the Kuomintange. To Russian eyes, many of the Nationalists

B

£2 T. L. Shen, "A Study of the Anti~Christian Movement, "The
Chinese Recorder, Vol, LVI (April, 1925) v. 229%.

5% "Unrest and Propaganda in China," The Missionary Review of the
World, Vol. XLVII (September, 19524) p. 671,

5% Ivid.
55 Liu, Ope Cite, pe k.
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locked just as "Red" as the Northern Communists. As already pointed out,
Russia had ceemingly treated China better thar any other naticn, conse=
quently winning the admiration of men like Sun, vho, while not Marxist,
accepted HKussian direction because "We will regard as brethren those na-
tions who treat us as their equals.“j{ Dr. Sun welcomed the October
Revoclution, he welcowed Russian help and he welcomed cooperation with the
Chinese Communist Party. Since anything that bore Sun's imprimatur needed
no other endorsement, Sun's approval of the Russians won them support in
the South,

Sun needed all the help the Russians could give him and his Kuomine
tang. He was without an army and could herdly hope to defeat the Northern
militarists without one. Biltter lesscns had taught him that his Kuomintang
nationalists, without an army, were powerless. A party army was indis-
pensable and the Soviet Union was willinz to supply cr train one.57 Thus,

56 Krarup-Nielsen, or. cit., r. 30, quoting Sun's Three Principles.
Tang Leang-li (op. cit., p. 27) quoics Russian Ambassador Karakhan: "1t
is guite natural that the guestion of Russian influence upon the national
revolutionacy movement in China should be considered of great importance.
No one denies this influence, and I believe that the policy of the Soviet
Government is, and will continue to be, a most important factor in the
history of China.

"This influence is not the result of propaganda, but is due to the
Soviet policy of justice towards China, expressed, not in words only but
in deeds, =nd exemplified not only in the Sinc-Soviet Treaty of 192k,
but in the whole attitude of the U.5.S.R. towards China.

"If our crime consists in our good pelicy, thea we are proud of our
crime and plead guilty of it.!

57 whampoa FMilitary Academy was founded in Canton in 1924. Its pure
pose:s to train revolutionary troops. Emphasisc was both political and
military. The acadewy uwas staffed by Russians on leave from the Red Army.
Chou Enelszi was on the staff as an sssistant in the department of "politi-
cal educution.' These leaders soon built "a very powerful army and a
highly disciplined party, capable of quick and sustained political action
to mobilizne and control the macs of the people.”" Sez Chu Chai, 0ge cite,
ps 225. Said Tang (op. cit., p. 140-141) "... the Nationalist Army is
the best organized army in Chinz; its soldiers are citizens with a politie-
cal training who know and care what they are fighting for, so that, even
if a general should sell cut, the rank and file would not follow him." For
further reading on Whampoa and the Nationalist Army see Liu, op. cit.



with Soviet guns snd Red Army organizational methods the Kuominitaug

59
built an crmy,. The next step was to suggest a unicr of the Xuomintang
cpd the Chinese Communists. Maring proposed such 2 union before leaving
Chinm but the Communists did not approval the proposal uabil 1925. Dr.

Sun persuaded the Kuomintang to agrse to the proposition and in 1324 Come

nmunists were allowed to join the Kuomintang on an individual basis. HNow

THE ANTI-CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT®"

Christian missions had had a tremendous effect on China, "an effect
that it would be difficult to overestimate.”6l Christianity taught juse
tice, Christian liberty and brotherhood, quite at odds with China's tradi-
tional way of life, where injustice and despotism were something to be ex-
pecteds It was inevitable that the two philosophies should meet head 0n.62

The traditional Chinese scholar was generally completely indifferent

53 "The founding of wWhampoa wars fellcitious in its timing, coincide
ing as it did with the growing youth movement of the 1920's. Following
the May hth and May 30th movements, zealous young patriots flocked to Can=-
ton from many sections of China." F. F. Liu, op. cit., p. 9.

59 The Literary Digest picked up a comment of Duvid Lloyd George's
which appeared in the New York American, "And an alliance between the en-
raged Buddhists of China and the sulky Bolshevists of Russia would result
in the most formidable combination the world has ever seen ...." See
"The Rising Spirit of Nationalism in China," The Literary Digest, Vol. 85
(June 2;", 1925) Pe l.‘.’?c

60 An excellent short article on the Anti-Christian Movement may be
found in The Chinese Recorder. See C. S. Chang, "The Auti-Religion Move-
ment,” The Chinese Recorder, veole LIV (August, 1922) p. 459-467.

61 A, J. Brown, "Multiple Revolution In Chine," Asia, Vol. 27
(July, 1927) p. 612.

¢z In lcKenna's The Sand Pebbles, gg. cit., e 70, the problem is
discussed and the conflict betweoh what the Charistians taught and what they
did is peinted out. The Christians taught brotherhood and made the Chinese
fzel American but the Unitel States gevernmernt, a "Christian" government,
barred Chine:a from entrance to America, treziing the lhinese as an inferior
race. DPiscrepaacies such as these, was the inference, wvere all the more
reason for supportiag Chinese naticonalism.
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toward spiritusl matters and consequently was tolerant of all. Lancelot
Porster suggests that this easy tolerance was one reason why Bertrand

Russell's lecture tour met with such success -- Russell and the Chinsse

intelligentsia understood each athar.gj Forater also discussed Hu Shih
and his views, pointing out that Hu felt that too many Chinese were
attracted to Christianity because they felt that in some miraculous way

Christianity would solve all their problems. Hu was not the only intellece

tual leader to coritis

A=A

was a "'past issue," "gave courage to students to attack Chriati&nity.“ék

which they did by attacking it from a patriotic viewpoint, saying Chris-
tianity was a capitalistic movement from the West. On the other hand,
not all intellectusls were Anti-Christisn, Chow Taso-jen, for example,
insisted on religious freedon.

In the early days Christiasnity had been criticized for not being
Confucian {a Chinese criticism) now it was being criticized for not being
Yseientific” (a vWestern criticiam).eii The New Thought leaders, as they
turnad their attention to religion, weighed Christianity and found it want-~
ing. In addition it was “foreign' and did not fit in with nationalistic
plans and programs. OSupporters of nationalism tended to look at Christiane-

ity with suspicion, as they did toward any other stronpg movements within

Paryrsny e vt

&5 Hu Shih, while talking to Lancelot Forster, commented that Bert-
rand Hussell, while discussing religion, had said that scamen were the
most religious of people, but that as the size of the boat increased, so
their religious fervor diminished; in other words, religion was merely an
anodyne for pain and suffering or a prophylactic against danger. See
Lancelot Forster, The Hew Culture in China. (Llondon: George Allem &
Unwin, Lt., 193C) p. 225.

€4 "Chinese Students and Christianity,” The Missionary Review of
the world, Vol. XLVI (April, 1533), p. 245.

€5 1In Science and View of Life, a compilation of leading articles on
the unbalanced controversy between spirituasl and material conceptions of
life, a severe attack was made on Christianity by wu Sze Hwei, who disbe-
lieved any power except that of science. Gee Shen, op. cit., p. 229-30.
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the nation. As a general rule the nationalist supporters tended to be
suspicious of any possible competition but they also rejected Christian-

ity because it rejected o gart of their heritage. John Foster in his

s

the new movement. On one point he was firmly convinced and that was that
Yprotagonists of world revelution! were on the side of the Anti~Religion
leaders. Scwe clhier writers would seem to agree:
'They do a thing which is more evil than any

other,!' said the young captain sarnestly. ''They

preach = sirange religion which makes our people

leave their own gods and cleave to a strange god

of the witite people. Now we revolutionists are

against every sort of gody our own or forelgn, we

are against them all and some day we will tear down

temples znd we will tear down gods. But if men in

their ignorance must believe for a while in some

god, let it be their own and ngg a foreign supore

stitlin svech «s these preach.?
Hidden purposes were sought behind every action or movement of mission-
aries or Christien zsnterprises. ("They're not fooling the students for a
minute ... the students say Buddha came tc China on a white horse and
Christ came on a cannonball.")®’ 0ddly emnough, early day nationalists
had once proposed that the Christians and nationalists unite for the
salvetion of the nation., Later some of the proponents of this scheme
turned up as leaders in the Anti-Christian movenant.

The students determined no%t conly to cust the West from Chinese poli-

tics, but also to get »rid of missionaries who, they thought, attempted to

dominate Chirese religicn. The students argued that the enlightened West

66 Pearl Buck, The Young Revolutionist. (New York: Friendship
Press, 1932) p. 64,

67 HcKenna, op. cit., p. 351.

68 Foster, op. cit., p. 3he



was already giving up its faith in Christianity as "intellectually ab-

surd,' and they did not want an inferior philosophy passed con to the

w09

Chinese as "divine revelation and historical truth. Jome missionaries

agreed with these criticisms and added a few of their own. John Foster,
for exanple, asked himself, "If I were a young Chinese, I might be in-
tolerant of our village preacher, as behind the fimes and out of touch
with modern needs."?g FPoster goes on to say:

ess Christianity is represented here by all the different
points of view, not only of British denominationalism,

but also of American sects, among many of whom the 'funda=-
mentalist® controversy still drags og. Little wonder if
young China answers, What is truth?

Christian schools were criticized; one reason being that they were

>
good.7“ Neae they stand cut from the prevailing ruin, and like every-

thing outstanding, they are watched."?) A major criticism was that they

taught religion instead of Chinese nationalis;.?é "Christian schools

69‘ Tang, 22.. Cito' Pe 153.
70 FQSter, 9‘20 Cito’ Poe li*z)o
71 Ibid., p. 1hE,

72 Lancelot Forster and Hu Shih discussed the valuc of Christian
schools. Forster suggested that it took thres generations to make a Chris-
tian and Hu Shih countered that in his experience it took three generations
to unmake oue. A villager sends his child to the Christian schocl where he
learns the rudiments of reading, writing, and arithmetic, plus religion.
His training puts him cut in front of his peers and he thus has an advane
tage and is likely to become well off. As a result his son gels an even
better education, and in turn, gete a university education for his family.
That is the downfall, for the Chinese university is fatal to all Christian
hopes, because the Chinese spirit of scepticism is all-pervading and theo-
logical questions are of no concern. (See Forster, op. cit., p. 229.)

73 Foster, ope. cit., p. 151.

7% Christian schools had very real difficulties: legislation pro=-
hibited religious instruction but enforced teaching cof Sua's Three Prine-
ciples. Asked Foster, "Is it any wonder that some observers, putting
two and two together, say 'The Principles instead of the Bible, the Will
[of Sun Yat Sen] insteadé of the Lord's Prayer, veneration of Sun Yat Sen
instead of worship of Jesus'"? (See Foster, op. cit., p. 85.)
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75

denationalize," ” was the cry of accusors. And yet these same Christian

schools seemed to turn out the most violent of the Anti~Christians,

It was a great embarrassment ... that mission
educated students were the most virulently anti-
Christian. They were so despite considerable missione
ary support for Chinese independence. The business
faction, which clung to the unequal treat?gs, en=
joyed taunting the missionaries about it.

Christian colleges often became centers of political agitation “... arous-
ing grave apprehension as to whether it is possible to apply so=called

Christian methods to education in Asia, without bringing forth a strange

new bloom of Boluhevism.”77 Some Christian students seemingly went out of

their way to provoke protest. The Japanese press once bitterly protested

the actions of students from Shantung Christian University when they Ycom=

5
memorated'’ National Humiliation Day, May 7, 1919.?J The Christian students,

in spite of warnings by the authorities, printed and distributed a propa-

75 Ibid., p. 151.

76 HcKenna, 0p. cite, pe 132. Chou En-lai had studied at a Christian
school and s0 had many of the other student leaderu. Several writers come
ment on the failure of the Christian school. See Putnam Weale, Why China
Sees Red. (Hew York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1925) p. 103, Krarup-Nielsen,
op. cite, p. 44, and Levenson, op. cit., p. 121. A similar situation
exists in Africa today. Hany of the new leaders there are mission~school
educated.

77 ‘Weale, gpe cit., p. 103. Another writer, Frank Lee, said, "The
appeal made by the Communists to the non=Christian Chinese will be dis-
tinctly a patriotic appezal and, therefore, oxtremely potent with all
Chinese who feel Chinats humiliating position in the family of Nations and
have never had an opportunity of knowing Christianity by personal contacts
with Christians.'" See Frank Lee, "Communism and the Anti-Christian Move-
ment," The Chinese Recorder, Vol. LVI (April, 1925) p. 235.

75 Held in "honor' of the signing of the Twenty-one Demands four years
earlier. On this occasion students carried signs reading '"Die for Tsingtao,"
and "Love your country and save your nation." Fifteen hundred students
participated in this parade. Evidently students from other colleges
followed the rules set up by the authorities; only the Christian students
discbeyed. The Japanese paper speculated that perhaps this was because
"they arc under the protection of the EBnglish and the Americans.' See
The Star, May 1i4, 1919.

At s




110

ganda leaflet., Commented the Tsinan Jih Pao:

'From the beginning the Christian Church in China
has been unreasonable and guilty of violence. History
proves this. All of China's troubles and the loss of
National sovereignty are due to the Church. It is
not necessary to specify these troubles for all the
Chinese know aboul them.

'Originally Christianity was an important religion,
but to-day it is extremely corrupt., The intellectual
leaders of EBurope realize that that Great War was due
to the decline of the Church.

*Accordingly the far-sighted men of today advocate
the abolition of the Church7gnd the re~establishment
of primitive Christianity.?

That wasn't all, the missionaries, toc, came in for their share of abuse!

*The English and American missionaries in China are
very violent. They are the watch dogs of their governe
ments. Pretending to preach the Gospel they destroy
the native faiths of China. They stir up foreign-
trained Chinese to upset China's social and political
order. In doing this they aim at robbing China of

her sovereigntygafter the manner of the Germans and

the Austrians.'

The diatribe concludes with an appeal to the students:

Yeee I advise you students of Shantung Christian Uni-
versity not to be brave slaves of a foreign race in
opposing the Japanese. This can never be dene! Be
true descendants of Hwang Ti; be real disciples of
Confucius; then will you appreciate the real morality
of the Far East which will help you to support the
just and to oppose the unjust. Oh it is very gingerw
ous to listea to the teachings of foreigners!!

The Anti~Christian Movement became more active in the spring of 1922,
shortly before a meeting in Peking of the World Student Christian Federa-
tion and shortly after the publication of two important books «—- The

Christian Occupation of China and The Report of the China Education Com~-

st sos——.

79 1Ibid.

30 Ibid.

81 Ibid. While written by Japanese, the article reflects the views
of the Anti-Christians.
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§§§§§g§,ﬂ2 The books discussed various facets of Christian work in China
and student leaders took alarm, seeing in these volumes, and in the meet~
ing, concrete proof of the strength of the Christian cause. Coupled with
their other fears and beliefs concerning the purpose of Christianity in
China, and the probable effect on the Chinese nationalist movement, a

student group in Shanghail was formed and named the Anti-Christian Stu-

We oppose the World Student Christian Federation
because we wish to guard the happiness and welfare of
humanity .... present day Christianity and the Chris-
tian Church are the vanguard of this exploitation
[ foreign capitalists]. What the [Christian students
intend to discuss is nothing more than such schemes
as how to uphold capital and how to extend capitalicn
iz China. We regard this a conference of robbers,
hurmlliating and polluting cur youthk, cheating our
~eople, and stealing our economic resources. There-
fore, following the dictates of our hearts, we ars
crganizing this Federation to declare war upon it.

Students! Young men! Workers! VWho among us does
not know the sins of the capitalist? Who among us is
blind to his heartless cruelty? What can we do but
rise and oppose them when wo see with our own seyes these
bloodhounds of the capitalist gathering to decide our
fate? o
Rise! Rise! Risel”™

In view of the general tenor of the stateament many felt there was o commu-
nist influence in the student group, especially since the paper was issued

= o> (%L” - . -
from 3hanghai, then center of the labor movement. "Their [ﬁhe communists|

32 Foster, op. cit., p. 1545, These are excellent books, both be-
ing particularly well done. The "OUccupation' book, especially, is a real
work of art, both artistically in its makeup and format and in its writing.
The Bducation Commission's report is thorough and very well done. Menmbers
of the commission included Pe W. Kuo, Henry B. Gray+iil and Bdwin C.
Lobenstine, and 13 others. DBoth volumes are in my f~ther's library.

EJ,I E|133ter, 9_20 __C_;_;E.. pn 15’5"60

84 A friend of Foster's attended some of the meetings. When he re-
ported back John Foster "... began to fear: there were brains behind it,
and money, an intimate knowledge of our weakest spots, & marshalling of
all the nationalist forces of both East and West." See Foster, op. cit.,
po 17,:‘0
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theory and practice are anti-religious, specially anti-Christian," said

-~
2

Frank Lee.”” The very radicalism of the initial movement probhably ace
counts for the fact that the movement accomplished litile before 1924 at
which time it spread rapidly along with the general ascendancy of other
leftist movementao.,

No longer is the point of view limited to that of
Shanghal students engrossed in labour problems, ne
longer are the prevailing features so reminiscent

of an importation from Russia. The features corres-
pond more closely to the background of change
throughout the whole of China, and the tone, happily,
is more convincing of thgépresence of honest doubters
among China's own youth.

SUMMARY
No matter what the movement at this time =~ Kuomintang, Communist,
Anti-Christian =- each agreed on two general principles: 1) the elimina-
tion of foreign influence (primarily Buropean) and 2) the ascendancy of
nationalism. The fact that some of the movements were emphatically antie-
foreign was due in large part to the foreigners themselves, especially
English, Americans and Japanese.
Before a radically changed China, British agents
in China continue to pursue the traditional policy of
blackmail and bully. Soviet Russia realized the need
cf change in 1919 esees The British policy of the Iron
Hand, far from intimidating the Chinese people, has
as its effect the rallying of the Chinese masscses to
the bagper of the anti~Imperialist Chinese National
Party.

A contributor to the China Review was blunt about America's responsibility

M.ese the fault will not be with the Chinese leaders or with the Chinese

people, but it will lie with the klind statesmanship of the West,

S ——————

85 Frank Lee, op. cit., p. 221.
86 FOSteI” 9‘20 _C_j_._to, Pe 137"8.
87 Tang, op. cit., p. 156.
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88

especially the blind statesmanship of the United States ....' Dr. Sun

looked to foreign powers for help but found them giving aid to Yuan Snih-

kai instead. OSome years later he declared, "We no longer look to the

West, We now look to Russia."09 Other foreigners saw China divided

into two camps, Sclshevik and anti-nationalist., It was true there were
two camps, but whast the foreigners failed to realize was that the
"Bolshevik' camp wazs divided inte Kuomiﬁtang and Communist. A fow
foreigners publicly admitted their mistakes. Sir Ronald Mzcleay, British
Minister to China, said:

'We are too preone to forget that we are in some
measure responsible. It must be rememberesd that

we foreigners originally forcszd the doonr of China's
exclusivencss, and first by wringing from a
reluctant Chinese goveriment extra-territorial
rights, special privileges aud concessions, and
then by opening up the country ... we inculcated
in the younger generaticn the bellef that ngo

+t

methods and ideals were superior to theirs,!

And a British publication, the London New Statesman, struck the heart of

the matter when it said:

‘It was, in fact, the War and the Peace, and not the
Bolsheviks, that opened the eyes of the Far East and
pushad the Chinese nationalist movement into being.
We are paying now for our scurvy treatment of China
at the Paris Conference in 1513, for the humiliation
put upon her by the famous "Twentyeone Demands' of 921
Japan, for the delay in returning ¥Xiaochou to her,.®

e 41

33 "What's Driving China to Sovietism," The Literary Digest, Vol.
B30 (March 29, 1u2h) p. 22. An excellent article on the poor policy of
most American diplomats to China may be found in Asia Magazine. See
T. F. Hillard's "Undermining Cur Chinese Policy,"” Agia, Vol, 27
(MNovember, 1927) p. 591-5, H¥illard is another "old China hand" and
editor for meny years of Millard's weekly Review.

39 f{_‘m}g’ Ope Eé;fi_., P 141,

50 Fuster, op. cite., D. 10¢.

91 “Red Russia's Hand In China," The Literary Digest, Vol. 86
(July 25, 1925) p. 16=17.




CHAPTER FIVE

THE RESULTS

"The Chinese question islthe world question of
the twentieth century.”

One question leads to interesting speculation: What if there had not
been a2 student protest parade May 4, 19197

Education was already undergoing reform; the cultural renaissance was
underway; bei wha was not new, nor for that matter was revolution. Wwhat,
therefore, was significant about the student protest? The student demon-~
stration, protesting the Shantung Decision, proved to be the catalyst for
reform efforts in China. "... there is nothing in the world today -- not
even Burope in the throes of reconstruction == that equals China.“a John
Dewey reported in 1921. The students, incensed at yet another indigonity
(the loss of Shantung) to be borne by their country felt that the time had
come at last when they would have to take matters into their own hands.
Their protest parade in Peking drew attention to the humiliation of the
Shantung Decision and widely publicized the fact that the students believed
leaders of their own government to be largely responsible. As unplanned
as the raid on Tsao Ju~lin's home were the results of the May 4 demonstra-

tion.

REVIEW
What the students had done on May 4, 1919, was to light the fire be-

neath, if you will, a huge cauldron of "Irish stew" -- a mixture of

1 James Dolsen, The Awakening of China. (Chicago: The Daily
Worker Publishing Company, 1526} p. 3, quoting Putnam Weale.

2 John Dewey, "0ld China And New," Asia, Vol. 21 (May, 1921) p. 445,
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educational reform, language reform, enlightened students, anti-foreign
and anti-~Christian sentiments, new nationalism, internal strife and anti-
Confucianism, so that this "stew" began to cook, mixing its ingredients
together and, being stirred vigorously by the students, who at the same
time vigorously fanned the flames beneath, this mixture boiled over, to
engulf the entire country. The forces unleased by the students could
not be stopped. Intellectuals cooperated with economic groups to boy-
cott Japanese productse. A new written language found ready and willing
users, particularly in the students who found in it an ideal medium for
reaching many people. All factions, no matter how diverse, cooperated
during the immediate enthusiastic public response to the protest parade.
China was never to be the same after May 4, 1919, "... the 0ld condi-
tions can never be restored. For better or for worse China has entered
upon a new era."3
During the years of intense change following May 4, (1919-1921)
China changed radically. Before 1919, few common people could read.
Fewer still could write the beautifully complicated Chinese characters
of the Chinese literary language. After 1919, the impetus given by the
student movement toward popularizing the use of bei wha completely trans-
formed traditional Chinese education by making it possible for the
common man to read. The searching into the philosophy of the West for
a solution to Chinese problems brought into China countless translations
of European books and Western scholars and lecturers of the caliber of
Russell and Dewey. Crude propaganda exposed the most ordinary of people

to reading and writing, and eager students helped the illiterate to

3 A. J. Brown, ''Multiple Revolution in China," Asia, Vol. 27
(July, 1927) p. 5%%.
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understand what they were being shown and told. The rapid rise in
literacy brought new and exciting information to many who had never
before been concerned with events in their country.

Prior to 1919, "students" were men who diligently studied the
classics in order to pass rigid examinations which led to governmental
posts «= this in spite of the fact that a new education system had been
inaugurated. After the events of 1919, Chinese students -= college age
and under -- began studying more Western subjects. Pragmatism prevailed.
Young men became leaders of movements against the existing government.
They became teachers of the ordinary Chinese. Instead of revering the
classics they scorned them, turning instead to Western science and
philosophy. Contrary to everything in their previous experience, menmbers
of the literati and student class met and cooperated with industrial
people and merchants. Together they planned, organized and supported
an efficient and thorough boycott of Japanese goods.

Under strong leadership and with improved public interest and know-
ledge there emerged still another movement == a pride in nation (and,
quite naturally, therefore, opposition to other nations; almost in direct
proportion to those nations' past records in China). This "nationalism"
was encouraged by student leaders who also began to investigate new
methods of government. The Russian's new system fasc¢inated them. 1In
respense, Russia took advantage of Young China's interest and enthusiasm.
Groups of young men formed organizations dedicated to using Russian
principles in China. Many of these Russian sympathizers found their
way into Sun Yatesen's Kuomintang. Avowed Communists, as individuals,

were also accepted os members.
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Hationalism, new knowledge, new leaders and new power (the pevple
were behind the students), led to changes in the Chinese government.
Since the Northern government was generally identified with the Japanese,
anti-foreign feelings and nationalistic pride brought many young Chinese
to the South. The South had their support plus the technical knowledge
and skills of ite Russian friends. As a result of this technical superi-
ority and the enthusiastic well-irained yocung revolutionaries, the
Scuth at last was able to defeat the Northe.

Beginning in the euarly twenties various factions argued over which
way was Lest for China -- democracy or socialism, complete separation
from the West or cooperation. Nationalism and socialism outstripped all
the other mwvewents == renaissance, mass education, anti-foreign, etc.

-= of the May Fourth Period and students flocked to jein the Kuomintang
or Communist parties. Socially, politically and culturally the China
of the twenties became a different China. The tragedy of it all was that
the Western nations did aot realize this. It was an irremedial and in-
excusable error on their part.

It may be more convenient for the moment to acquiesce

in a Shantung, but in the long run it is stupid. For

the lasting friendship of a great people like the Chi=-

nese is something the American people will forfeit at

their peril. The Chinese peoplg will remain, but

Japanese imperialism will pass.

Had the students not demonstrated, I venture to say the movements
would have continued and may even have eventually attained the success

which they did achieve so rapidly. The significance of the May b4 protest,

triggered as it was by news of the Shantung Decision, is that it literally

4 "Four Major American Interests," The New Republic, Vol. XXIII
(July 7, 1920) p. 158,




overnight forced a reevaluation of the old and intensive investigation of
the new., An easy answer to China's problems appeared to be this: the

old systems would no longer do. Therefore, the easy solution would be

to adopt as rapidly as possible, everything new. And there were many

new things ready and eager to be adopted =~ za new written language, a

new system of education, new types of government (e.g. communism), and
enthusiastic young men who were ready and willing to become the new leaders.,
In addition, there were two easy scapegoals -~ Japan and its imperialistic
policies, and the Christians and Christianity.

These separate and indepeundent movenments were embraced by the stue
dents, who enthusiastically went about introducing what they could of
them to the people. The battle cry became '"China for the Chinese"5 and
a nation emerged from an ancient civilization into the moderan world in
one of the shortest time periods known to man == renaissance, reformation
and revolution -- all in the space of a few years.

In a world struggle of today, China is a major
factor. One out of every four pecple in the world
is Chinese. 4What role those ©00 millions will play
in theestruggle, this book will not hazard to pro=-
phesy.

Hor will I,

THE YEARS AFTER
Time after time China's internal problems could be traced to the

South == specifically to Canton. Sun's Canton~based kuomintang govern=-

5 "China for the ChineseY may be a good slogan but it doesn't ex=-
plain which Chinese." The Memphis Comumercial Appeal, as quoted in The
Literary Digest, Vol. 92 (March 12, 1927) p. 95.

6 F. F. Liu, A Military History Of Modern China: 1924=1945,
{(Princeton: Princeton University ?Fgés, 1956) p. 286. 130 million
at latest estimatel)




ment rose to new prominence during the year'!s following the May 4 pro-
test. The unity Dr. Sun wanted for China was finally achieved in the
Great Revolution of 1925-~1327. The price involved was cooperation with
the Communists.

Sun was an enthusiastic supporter of the Russians and their methods.
He and his Russian advisors laid plans, worked for and succeeded in ar-
ranging the eventual union and cooperation of the Communist and Kuomine
tang groups in Ghina.? Sun firmly believed that Russia was in sympathy
with oppressed countries the world over and would help liberate China
and others from "imperialistic yokes'" and it was he who convinced other
Kuomintang leaders to allow the Communists to join -- as individuals only,
not as a group -~ the Kuomintang.8

The cooperation between Communists and Kuomintang began when Sun
Yat-sen accepted Russian help to train a military force for the Naticnale
ists« DBoth military strategy and propaganda tactics were emphasized at
the Academy and the new army became phenomenally successiul, catapulting
to fame one of its young leaders -- Chiang Kai-shek. Chiang found sup-
rort on all sides =~ as a close friend of Sun's, as an associate of the

Russian advisors9 and as the model for thousands of young military men

7 Lenin had foreseen the posgsibilities involved in having a friend-
ly China. In fact, both China and India, with their huge populations,
led him to some speculative thinking. See F. F. Liu, 0p. citey pe 3-h.

3 After his death, Dr. Sun became a national hero. Pictures of
him were prominent in every propaganda campaign. Heee OVer every third
bed, on an average, hangs a picture of Sun Yat-sen, and over every fourth
bed, I should say, a picture of Lenin or Trotski." Quoting Paul Schef-
fer, "Sacrificied Generation," Living Age, Vol. 329 (May 8, 1926) p. 302.
Mr. Scheffer is referring to students' beds.

9 The size of the mission has been variously reported hut during
1925 was believed to number about 1,000 military and political personnel.
Russial's interest in China can be judged by the caliber of the men she
placed in key positions there.



120

in China.lo In 1923, after a bitter struggle, the Kuomintang was reor-

ganized again, this time to be patterned after the Russian Communist Par-
tye Three Communists, including Li Ta-chao, were made members of the Kuo~
mintang Bxecutive Committee. Moo Tse-tung was a reserve member. With the
help of Soviet Russia and the Chinese Cormmunist Party, the Kuomintang was
able to build a military machine capable of challenging the Northern war~
lords. This new army was led by Red=Army trained Whampoa graduates,
filled with revolutionary zeal and Communist propaganda.

Both the Communists and the Nationalists had great respect for pro-
paganda and its effect on the people. In an interview, Borodin said:
"It has been unavoidably necessary to rouse the masses of the country
for the purpcse of creating a strong feeling behind the revolution."ll
The Propaganda Department's advisors {and many of its funds) came from
Russia, just as did much of the military support.12

As soon as the army cleared a disgtrict of the enemy,
the party organization was set up and the affairs of

10 Sun Yat-sen named Chiang Kai-shek to wori out the details of
Canton-Moscow military cooperation and ian Uctober, 1923, Chiang went to
Moscow. That mission started him on his meteoric rise. Stalin often
sided with Chiang and the dual-nationalist movement in China, while
Trotsky urged the Chinese Communists to zo it alone.

11 Aage Krarup-Nielsen, The Dragon Awakes. (London: dJohn Lane
The Bodley Head, Ltd., 1228) p. 145-14k, Nielsen's interview with
Borodin. Several writers credit Borodin with being the organizer and
originator of the Chinese "Great Revolutiocn.” See V. Sheean, "Dig-
ruption of the Kuomintang,” Asia, Vol. 27 (Aucust, 1927) p. 628; A. K.
Nielsen, "Borodin's Swan Soag, ving &os, Vol. 33 (December 1, 1927)
Pe 10005 and "Hatching World Revolution iz China," The Literary Digest,
VYol. 62 (March 12, 1327) p. 2%

12 '"Bolshevilk Russians were known to be with the gearwheel Lﬁational—
ist] troops. The planes nmade much face for the gearwheel in Changsha.
They added to the unease on the San Pablo. England and Japan and Ameri-
¢z had thousands of airplanes, bul they dia net have any in Hunan Prov-
ince.' Richard McKenna, The Sand Pebbles. (New York: Harper & Row,
1962) pe 335.




that place were put under the direction of the party.
Propaganda ¢f the principles of the party went on on
a gigantic scale, carried by a vast army of party
workers who followed the army or were specially sent
out by the party. The cry was to reach the masses.
It was a sincere and honest attempt to preach the
doctrines teo the workers of the town and to the pea-
sants of the country.15

Not everyone was enthugiastic about the union of Russian sympathie

zers, Communists and Kuomintang. The conservatives of the Kuomintang,
shortly after the death of Dr. Sun, called aun independent conference
~= 2 breach of party discipline in itself -~ and voiced opposition to
the Communists in their midst. Foreign observers, too, worried over
the coalition.

ees the writer has anothsr suspicion to raise. It
has been, in the international situation, that Rus=
sia stands on one gide and Great Britain and America
or the Anglo-3axon on the other. All the recent

anti «..'s have had something to do either with
Great Britain or America. It has been practically
the same group of people who were responsible for

all kinds of demonstrations who celsbrated the Ruge-
sian National Day more than they dId the October 1Cth.
One often wonders who kas been pulling the string be-
hind the curtain after all.lk

And a few missed the significance altogether:

But these Russian experts, unlike their confreres in
Pelking who dictate pelicy to tue vninese Finance Min-
istry, are simply there to carry ocut the wishes of
the lationalists; they have shaped China's progress
and rendered signal services to the Chinese people,
which stand out in vivid contrast to the 'assistunce!
given by some British and Japanese nationals e...>o
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13 T. C. Woo, The Kuomintang and the Future of the Chinese Revolu~-

tion. (iLondon: George Allien & Unwin Ltdey 1923) DPe PLO=210.
14 TFrank lee, "Communism And The Anii-Christian Movement," The
Chinese Recorder, Vol. LVI (April, 1325) p. 223.
15 Teng leang-1i, China In Revolt. ({(lonmdon: Noel Douglas, 1927)
pe 15%.




122

The Great Revolutionl6 extended from 1925 to 1927 and resulted in the
overthrow of the Peking Government, a feat which would have been impos-
sibic for the Nationalist forces alone. Throuzhout ths long cempaign
there was strife between the two factions -~ Corpnunist and Huowmintsag
-- in spite of the fact that both claimed to be legitimate heirs of Sun
Yat-sen. For a time there was a Comunist headquarters in one part of
the country and a Hationalist headgquarters in another. The Chinese
Comnunists had risen to a position of great influence in a remarkably
short time. At the close of the victorious campaign they could hardly

be expected to steal away. Said the Wichits Eagle, 'The open door in

China now resolves itself into a question of which way will it swing."l7

The alliance came to an abrupt end in 1327 when Chiang expelled all
Communist members from the Kuomintang. A4t the seme time Borodin and
18

company were forced to leave. Many of the Communists, students and

labor leaders were arrested and killed in a wholesale slaughter. Among

16 For its effect on an ordinary peasant, see Pearl Buck's "Revolu-
tionist," in the September, 1928, issue of Asia, pp. 685-9.

17 "The Chinese In America," The Literary Digest, Vol. 92 (iarch
12, 1927) ». ©5. Ir the same issue there appears an article "The New
China Revesled,’ {p. 20) in which we read: "While naticus other than the
Chinese fear the Red influence in China, Chinese authorities point out
that China can never become Bolshevist but will remain essentially Chi-
nese.” Georpe Sokolsky was also misled. "There they were, frightening
the whole world that the 0ld Chinese dragon was waking from his sleep and
was preparing to paint all of Asia red, while all the time, the propagan-
dists of this idea were laughluz up their sleoves at those who got so
scared. For they know that it is not the nature of a Chinese to be a Com~-
rmunist; that Russian Bolshevism was a result of oppression such ag does
not exist in China ....'" George Sokolsky, quoted in "Why Comwunism Will
Fail In China," The Literary Digest, Vol. 89 (June 25, 1326} ». 18.

18 Along with them went Modame Sun Yat-sen, widow of his second
marriage, a refined and sympathetic little woman, and an ardent believer
in the doctrines of MNationallsm. She came under the influence of Borodin
and other Conmunist leaders and to this day occasionally makes public ap=-
perances at Communist functions in Mainland China. She and Madame Chiang
are sisters.
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them were some of Mao Tse-tung's carly associates and his wife. Remaine
ing Communists established themselves in the hills and rural areas of
China to begin intensive Guerilla varfars. (A tactic Communists still
find useful.,) Temporary unity osccured during the thirties as both joined
1C

forces to fight the Japanese.‘g After the Second World ¥War the truce
ended and, after a combination of circumstances which would make an
interesting study in themselves, the Peoples' Republic of China was
established in 1949, Many peovle wonder how lones the Communist regime
can stay in power. Chu Chail uses an interesting quotation from Mencius:

Chieh and Chou [fhe wickedest rulers| lost their em-

pires because ithey lost the people; they lost the peow~

ple because they lust their hearts. There is only one

way to hold their hearts -~ that is to get for them

what theg like, aad not to impose on them what they

dislike .20
Comments Chu Chai, "History offers many examples that confirm this state~-
ment. Historical precedents do not doom the Chinese communist regime, but
they cannot be disnissed as irrelevant."al

The greatest asset of China is rot to be found in its educational,

social, economic, Or political movements, all of which have changed

greatly in the past and may change again in the future -- but in China's

cne abiding asset -- the character of its pecple.

J——

1% The Communists had actually captared Chianyg Kai-ghek. Chou En-
lai agreed to releasge Chiang if he would yromise to f£ight Japanese in-
Btead of Cormmunists and would accept a united front with the Communists.
Chiang was forced to agree on December 25, 1936, and was freed after prome
ising to cooperate in Chou's plan.

20 Cuu Chai and Winberg Chai, The Changing Society of China. (New
York: A Mentor Book, The New American Library, L962J) p. L00.

2l Ibid.




APPENDIX

BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF PROMINENT CHINESE PERSONALITIES
INVOLVED IN EVENTS AT THIS TIME (1919-1921)

Chinese names are foreboding enough without having to determine
whether similar appearing names possibly refer to previously identified
persons. Sun Yat-sen, for example, is also known az Sun Wen; Hu Shih
as Suh Hu or Hu Suh. Perhaps one of the most difficult men to identify
is Chen Tu-=hsgiu whose name appears as Ch'en Tu-hsiu, Shen Tuh-siu, Chen
Chung-fun and Ch'en Tu Hsiu. For the reader's coanvenience, therefore,
there follows a roster of the most important Chinese mentioned in this
paper. One spelling has been selected for each man's name and is used
throughout the paper (except for variant spellings in direct quotations).
Following each name is a brief, informal blography which outlines some
of the man's activities during the period under study.

CHANG TSUN-HSIANG -~ One of the three "traitors."” Studied in Japan.
Schoolmate of Tsao Ju-lin. Briefly taught at Peking University.
Became Minister to Japan in 1916 after other government service.
Was held responsible (by anti~Japanese factions) for a number of
unpopular Japanese loans. Signed exchange of notes favoring
Japan in Shantung situation. Dismissed in 1919 after May Lth
incident. Beaten by students while at Tsao's home. Rumored
involved in a plot to assassinate Tsai Yuan-pei.

CHANG TSO-LIN -- Militarist. Partner in defeat of Tuan Chi~jui and
the Anfu Club. Held controcl of Peking for a short time as leader
of the Northern warlords. Defeated by Chiang Kai-shek in 1927.

{ TU-HSIU -~ 1879-1542. Chen had a strict classical education and
passed two civil service examinations. While studying abroad
(Japan) he formed the Chinese Youth Society. On return to China
he founded a newspaper in Shanghai, and in 1904 experimented with
a vernacular magezine. Chen founded New Youth, the key magazine
in the Chinese Renaissance. Chen alsoc helped to edit The Tiger,
another break-from-the-past magazine. He wase made Dean of letters
at Peking University (under Tsai Yuan-pei) and helped Peking stu-
dents establish New Tide, still another "awakening” magazine.

Chen consistently adveocated the destruction of old traditions and
the awakening of youth. "Although something may come down from
the ancients," he said, "though it be approved by sages, imposed
by the government, and accepted by the people -« if it is imprac-
tical it is without value and should be suppressed «..s" (Leven-
son, pe 125). Chen, Hu Shih and Tsai Yuan-pei were considered the
leaders of the New Thought Movement although in reality there was
no one real leader of the movement. In September, 1919, Chen or-
ganized the New Youth Soclety and with the aid of Comintern Agent
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Gregory Voitingly, orpganized (in 1520) the Socialist Youth Corps.
From these beginnings came the Chinese Communist Party. Chen is
congidered one of its founders, along with 1i Ta-chao., Chen later
was appointed chief of the education board in Canton. He was one
of many Communist sympathizers brought into Kuomintang leadership.

CHIARG KAI-SHEX -~ Chiang does not appear in the svents covered in this
paper because he was "in retirement™ from 1917 to 1923. For a
while he served undeyr Chen Chiung-ming who later came to Dr. Sun's
aid. During these years Chiang read New Youth and New Tide. He
also studied English and Russian. later Chiang became comsander
at ghaspos and tralned =~ with the help of Soviet advisors -— the
vory successful Kuomintang aruy. Chiang showed a great amcunt of
interest in Soviet Party orpamization and in Bed Army methods, He
won initial fame ag Sun's representative to lLenin and became known
as the leading Chinese expert on Soviet systems.

CHIANG MONwLIN -~ A libaral educator who, like BHu Shih, studied under
Dawey. Very active io many of the organizations which began shortly
after May 4, 191%. Chiang was a membor of the Kuomintang.

CHIEN HSUAN-TUNG -~ Une of several "editors~in-committee” of New Youth.
Loft New Youth Society when it boocume Communist. Chien Btu
in Japan, experimented with publicetion in the vernscular and
later joined the faculty of Peking University. Chien supposedly
recomsended Chen Tu~hsiu to Tesai Yuan-pei for a Univermity post.
He was & supporter of Hu Shih's literary reform proposals, and
was algo a member of the Kuominteng.

CHOU EN-LAI - Son of & great Mandarin family. Brilliant student.
Once atteaded a Christian mission school. Consiatently won
scholarships. Became & student lesder and at one time was io-
prisoned. Went to France asz o workerw-student and while there
bacane m&umd by Communian and helped to orgaalze the Cuinese

panist Party -- Paris branch. Chou also studied in Japan and
afterthcﬁay th protast parade, returned to China to edit the

Tientsin Student Union newspaper. As 2 student at Whappoa Milie-

tary Academy, and later, as an assistant instructoy, he helped

with seninars in pelitical training.

CHOU T30JEN »- Studied in Japan, later became one of the editors of
Hew Youth. Ileoft when society and magazine went Commmist. A
%w""“? the faculty at Peking University he was the only faculty

mewber of the How Tide Souiety. One of the few intollectuals to

aetﬁ.\mly oppose the Anti-~Christian movement. He was very active
in the literaxry Revolution.

HSU SHIN-CHENG -~ President of China at the time of the May 4ith move-
ment. He treated protesting students roughly and for a long time




refused to accept resignations of the three "traitors." He
forced the resignation of Tsai Yuan-pei, Peking University
Chancellor.

HSU SHU-CHENG -~ Chinese warlord, and an able general. Tuan Chi-juit's
right~hand-man and chief of staff. Leader of the Anfu Club. Usu~
ally known as "Little Hsu.”" Called a traitor by the students be-
cause of his pro-Japanese sympathies.

HU SHIO -~ Born into a wealthy family, Hu Shih became one of the great-
est men in modern Chinese history and a staunch defender of the
freedom and rightg of all individuals. Hu's life spanned Manchu
rule, Republic, Revolution and Communism. Hu Shih's greatest
single achievement was the promotion of the vernacular language
in replacaenent of the literary language. For this he has been conm-
pared with Chaucer. Hu studied in the United States, at Cornell
and at Columbiz (under Dewey). His Doctorate, in philosophy, is
from Columbia. Hu returned to China to join the faculty of Peking
University. Hu firmly believed in the establishment of a new China
through education and in this differed from Chen Tu-hsiu who was
more politically inclined. When New Youth and other organizations
with which Hu was associated took om leftist colors, Hu withdrew.
He became very active in educational movements in China and was a
leading member of the committee assigned the task of establishing
a new curriculum for Chinese schools. Said Marquis Childs in Bu's
obituary last year (1962) ... a humanist in the finest sense of
(the) tera."

KARG YU-WEI -~ Author with anarchistic and utopian socialistic ideas.
One of the early reformers (100 Days of Reform) and cofounder of
the Society for the Strengthening of Learning which later became
Peking University. Many of the student leaders were profoundly
influenced by the ideals and writings of Kang. Mao Tse-tung told
Edgar Snow, "I worshipped Kang Yue-wei ...." (Snow, p. 133)

KUANG HSU «- Son of Prince Chun and nephew of the Empress Tzu-hsi,
regent during his reign. Kuang Hsu issued the reforn decrees
of the 100 Days of Reform (1858) which incurred the wrath of
Tzu-hsi, the Empress Dowager, who then ordered hinm confined as
she took over control of the government.

LIANG CHI-CHAQ -~ Another of the leaders of the 100 Days of Reform.
Edited and published a magazine (The Hew People) which advocated
adoption of Western methods in China. lLiang wes one of the first
to favorably comment on Marx (1902) and was a co-founder of the
Society for the Strengthening of Ilearning, which later became
Peking University. A great and famous journmalist (Lin Yu-tang)
called him Ythe greatest personality in the history of Chinese
Journlism." Liang was also a leader in the Chinputang and one
of the first to suggest ilaviiting Bertrand Russcll to China.
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LI HUNG-CHANG -~ An early advocate of foreign schooling for Chinese
students. Paul Clyde calls him a 'great nineteenth centuxry
leader." Li was also a militarist, in spite of his traditional
Confucian education. He understood the value of Western know-
ledge to China and cousistently advocated progressive policy.

LI TA-CHAO «- One of the committee ¢f editors for New Youth., A4lso
wrote for The Tiger. Chief librarian at Peking University and
later a professor there. Once served as secretary to a leader
of the Chinputang. Li and Chen worked closely together and are
recognized ag co~founders of the Chinese Communist party. 1i
later became virtual leader of the party in the North. He was
one of the few Communiste to prowmote a coalition of Xuomintang
and Commwists. As a Communist, he was elected to the Kuomine-
tang Central Executive Committeec. Mao Tme-tung worked for Id
at the Peking Library aad was influenced by him. Li was hanged
by Chang Tso~lin in 1927.

LU XKAN-CHANG -~ One of the early reforumers who was particularly far-
gighted when it came {o observing the changes ¥Western knowledge
would make in China. Iu wrote extensively, always advocating
the adoption of scientific thinking and methods. He was one of
the wvary early ones Lo advocate a simple script for the Chinese
langusge.

LY TSUNG-YU -« Director of the Currency Reform Bureau. Studied in
Japan. Regarded as one of the riost pro-Japanese officials in
the Peking regime. Iis favorite subordinate was "ldttle Hsu."
Served as Chinese Minister to Japan at the time of the Twenty-
one Demandss. One of the three "traltors' Attempited to resign
but Pregident Hsu refused to accept his resignatiocn.

MA CHUN -~ One of the better known young men who became a student
leader, Soviet gympathizer and prominent Communist.

MAQ TSE~TUNG ~- At Peking University from 1518 to 1919. Oddly enough,
many of the student and intellectual leaders at that time seem
to have ignored him. Li Ta-chao helped him but Chen was singu-
larly unimpressed (see Chow Tse-tung, p. 75)e Hoo was very im=
pressed with what he snow and learned at Pekinge. He became a
student leader at Changsha and an active supporter of the May 4
rovement. He edited what came to be known as a very fine newsw
paper -~ the Hsiang River Review. Mac himself admits he tock a
mere direet role in politics after the May Fourth Incident. He
founded a& Hew People's Study Soclety and the Changsha Society for
the Study of Marxism. In 1920 he organized workers politically
and admits he was guided by the influence of Marxist theories and
the Russian Revolution. At one time Mao edited a publication
issued by the Kuomintang. He found himself doing more and more
writing and also working extensively witn the peasants.




SUN YAT-SEN -- 1866-1925. Formed several revolutionary societies and

TSAI

TSAC

was the successful leader of the 1911 revolt which resulted in the
Chinese Republic. Authored the San Min Chin (Three Principles of
the Pecple), which guickly became known as '"nationalism, democracy
and socialism." IHis doctor title is that of M. D. The following

is taken from "Sun Wen: Revolutionary and Idealist,” The Chinese
Recorder, Vol. LVI {April, 1925) n. 213-21k,

Although frequently regarded as a dreamer and idealist there
was a {orcefulness about his character which made his name one 1o
conjure with, and his movements of wide immortance. le has been
considered very generally as a ploltter ratliier than an orvgaunlszar;
cne who could pull down an undesirable and dangerous edifice, but
had not the qualities necessary to become an empire builder ceee
Progressivism in China in those days meant direct and drastic
action rather than expressing petitions and earnest hopes. It may
safely be said that, as was expressed in an article in the last
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August "Asia," VIL there is a republic in China to-day, the credit

belongs to Doctor Sun. If, also, the republic is a failure, the
blame attaches to Doctor Sun nore than to any other individual.”

TUAN-PEL -~ Hinister of Education under Sun. Later Chancellor ab
Pexing University. Helped vrganize a group to send students to
France for study. Also went to Ffrance and Germany. After 1917
carpaigned to reorganize and reform Peking University. Devoted
Lis life to education, revolution and Russian nihilism. Gathered
the new intellectual leaders at Peking University which tradition-
aliy was conservative. Tsai permitted coexistence of divergent
opinions. "All theories which can be maintained on rational

groupe and which have not reached the fate cof natursl elimination,

shall be alliowed to be freely vropagated at the University." (Tang,

o« 104) Considered the 'high priest' of the intellectual class,
Tsai established guidelines for the ideal university --~ academic

research, wide learning (not just preparation for government examie

nation) and an institution of academic freedom. After Tsai took
over at Pelving University, enrolliment mcared. Tsal was very ime
pressed with Chen and also with the movement to establish the
vernacular as o suitable means of communication. He resigned
under pressure aiter the May 4th incident but the students insis-
ted on his return and he was back in triumph in July, 191%. He
early advocated co-education ané formally enrolled women as stu-
dents in the university in 1920.

JU=LIN -~ 3tudied abroad (Japan) and became vice-minister of for-
eign affairs by the end of the Manchu Dynasty. He was dismissed

after the revolution but remained Yuan Shih-kai's personal advisor.

He was 2 mewber of the Chinputang and in 1915 negotiated the Twenty-

one Deumands. Named Minister of Communications in 1917 he also be-
carme {concurrently) Acting Minister of Finance. He worked closely
with the pro-Japanese Anfu Club. Dismissed after May 4, 1919, as
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TUAN
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one of the “traitors' he was later honored by the govermment, to
the dismay of the students. It was his home which was stormed
May lf'c

KUH -- Militarist. Defeated Tuan Chi-jui. Had British cyrpathies
on his side. Hventually became president of China {(Northern govern-
ment) in what has come to be known as the most dishonest election in
Chinese history.

CHI-JUI == Militarist. Gained early fame by helping suppress the
Boxer Rebellion. Closely allied with Yuan Shih-kai for several
years. With "lLittle Hsu," he established the machinery for the
Anfu Club. Tuan was defeated by Tsao Kun and Chang Tso-lin in

1920,

TZU HSI ~- No doubt the most famous woman in Chinese history. Unscrupu-

lous but vowerful. Very proud of the throne and what it represented,
she resisted all types of reform as being dangerous to the continu-~
ance of the power of the Emperor. She began her career as a Royal
concubine; ended up as virtual ruler of the empire. Pearl Buck has
published a fictionalized biography of "0ld Buddha," under the title
Imperial Woman.

JAMES YEN -~ Studied in the United States, graduating from both ¥ale and

YUAN

Princeton. Went to France to help the Chinese worlers there and
initiated a simplified education system to teach the illiterate to
read aad write ecasy Chinege. After his experience in France, Yen
returned to China &5 secretary of the National Commitiee of the
YeMeCoeAs in China. He helned to found the Chinese National Asso-
ciation of the Mass Education Movement of which he became director.
Forster (p. 140) compared Yen's activitiecs in education with those
of Bu Shih.,

SHIH=-KAL -~ Li Hung-chang's agent in Korea during the Sino-Japanese
War. Tuan became the central figure in military reforms following
1895, le won the confidence of Tzu Hsi and maintained order in
Shantung during the Boxer Rebellion. He was entrusted with di-
rection on military and foreign affairs in Morth China after the
death of Li and became the ""chief warlord.'" He was dismissed from
office in 1903 but in 1913 was elected president of China. Later
he schemed to restore the monarchy. He died in 1916.
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