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713,830
persons over 16 that are 

employed full-time year-round

*126,111 

or 10% of the 
population has an 
associate degree

1,031,005
persons 16 years and older 

in the labor force

70% 
labor force 

participation

Number of persons 25 years and older with a bachelor’s degree in:
Science & Engineering
               105,134  27.9%
Science & Engineering Related
                  40,899         10.8%
Business
                   83,624    22.2%
Education
                73,033     19.3%
Arts, Humanities & Other
                  74,762     19.8%

64% of Nebraskans have some higher education and 
higher education results in higher salaries

NEBRASKA’S WORKFORCE
@unocpar @UNOmahaCPAR

Labor force participation rate by race, ethnicity, and gender

Latino  75%
White  70%

Black  68%
Asian   66%  

American Indian & Alaska Native   64%

Male  88%

Female  80%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
Less than high 

school graduate
High school 

graduate
Some college or 
associate degree

Bachelor’s degree Graduate or 
professional degree

$24,346
$30,236

$34,912

$46,835

$60,825

Educational attainment Median annual earning

9% 27% 34% 20% 10%

age 20-64



The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, 
marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment.

Sources: 2012-2016 & 2013-2017 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau; 2015 Multiple Job Holding, Bureau of Labor Statistics

NEBRASKA’S WORKFORCE IN CONTRAST

Nebraska mean household income for the two 
lowest quantiles is above the U.S. means. The 3rd 
through highest quintiles are below the U.S. means

Wyoming 

1st     $15,015 
2nd    $37,106 
3rd     $61,112 
4th     $91,959 
5th     $178,466 

South Dakota
1st    $13,399
2nd   $33,566
3rd    $54,423
4th    $81,966
5th    $172,070

Nebraska  
appx 148, 316 households per quantile 

 1st     $13,492 
 2nd    $34,162 
 3rd     $55,802 
 4th     $85,693 
 5th     $184,016    Missouri 

      
 1st    $12,168
 2nd   $31,103
 3rd    $51,769
 4th    $80,542
 5th    $174,940

Iowa
      1st    $13,830
      2nd   $34,817
      3rd    $56,815
      4th    $85,735
      5th    $176,355

Kansas

1st    $13,942  
2nd   $34,162
3rd    $55,802
4th    $85,693
5th    $184,016

Colorado 

1st    $15,499
2nd   $40,143
3rd    $65,881
4th    $101,439
5th    $218,980

 United States

 1st    $12,730
2nd   $34,103
3rd    $58,082
 4th    $92,190

  5th    $209,307

Labor force participation of single 

mothers with kids under six – 82%
for age 55-64 labor force 

participation – 75%

for age 25-64 with a bachelor’s degree+ 

in the labor force – 90%

in % of married-couple families with 

both spouses in the labor force – 61%

for share of families in poverty that have a householder or 

spouse who worked “full time and year round” – 29%

for kids under six with all parents 

in the labor force – 73%

for age 65+ labor force 

participation – 22%

for portion of workers that have 

more than one job – 8%

for age 16-19 labor force 

participation – 52%

Mean household income by quintile for region and U.S.



% of persons age 16 and older full time employed and median income 
High persons cut off 30,000 — High wage cut off $40,000

Sources: 2013-2017 ACS B24011 - income s2401 - estimates

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, 
marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment.

High Number 
High Wage

No. of 
Persons

% of 
Population

Median 
Income

Business & financial  44,673 5%  $58,137 

Health diagnosing and 
treating practitioner 

 39,913 4%  $57,187 

Installation, 
maintenance and 
repair

 34,338 3%  $41,961 

Management  109,976 11%  $68,569 

High Number 
Low wage

No. of 
Persons

% of 
Population

Median 
Income

Building and grounds 
cleaning and 
maintenance 

 33,995 3%  $19,772 

Construction and 
extraction 

 50,339 5%  $35,241 

Education  63,697 6%  $38,998 

Food preparation and 
service related 

 51,937 5%  $14,273 

Office and 
administrative support 

 131,919 13%  $30,310 

Personal care and 
service 

 34,259 3%  $16,121 

Production  68,224 7%  $32,484 

Sales and related  99,447 10%  $29,293 

Transportation  35,864 4%  $34,747 

Low Number 
High Wage

No. of 
Persons

% of 
Population

Median 
Income

Architecture and 
engineering 

 12,064 1%  $77,074 

Community and social 
service

 18,415 2%  $40,153 

Computer and 
mathematical 

 25,352 3%  $77,080 

Law enforcement  7,636 1%  $56,929 

Legal  8,674 1%  $77,606 

Life, physical, and 
social science 

 7,787 1%  $57,358 
Low Number 
Low Wage

No. of 
Persons

% of 
Population

Median 
Income

Arts, entertainment, 
sports, and media 

 14,790 1%  $37,530 

Farming, fishing and 
forestry

 13,594 1%  $20,689 

Fire and protective 
services 

 8,246 1%  $30,462 

Health technicians  17,721 2%  $36,578 

Healthcare support  25,701 3%  $23,484 
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