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b the medicine men. Thé merc possession of a fotich is
thought to ward off evil,.insure the recover:; of the sielk,
~and bring blessing upon the homs,

This tribe also possess amulels, ob’ects similor
to the fcticnes, They are usually made ol wood and never
receive offerings. They are made and sold by vac medlcine
men to be worn on the person, The amulet is powe. ful for
one ihlng only--to heul or prevent some particular diseasc.

cimilar customs are still practiced by certuin
'Qmeric&n hegfoes. The rodts of certain herbes uré.gnthered,
cut into amll pieces snd strung about the nwck of bibles,
to insure gopd-hoalth‘an@ a happy future, “Then serious
epicenics breck out certein harbé end guis are tied in little
bags and worn about thoe neck to ward off thb-diséase,

The use of maglc plays en importent pari in all
primitive groups. ¥nomies could be cursed or killed by
the usc of mysic. Onc of the ways the Baganda kills an
enemy is to "take a fowl, dig e hole in the path lewding
to the man's house, kill the fowl there, let the blood run
intc the hole, ~ut off the fowl's head and bury 1t with
ﬁhe:blood{ he would then ask the gods to blese his.medicine,

and mﬁké it work death to hie cnemy. The encmy, unconscious
of the trap, will walk over it, and in s few doys' time he
would fall ill and die,"9 If an-enecmy should get hold of
one's hcir, nail parings or spittle he could, by moeus of
migic cuure one to dle a horrible death, ..o cpldomic of
some drecded dlssase could be everted by the offerihg of a

wom n and a child together with domestic anini.l:ze The
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offering.would be tuken into the country from which the
epidemic had spread, their limbs were broken snud tney
were left to dle a lin ering death. The disesase would then
be trensfazed to vhe country frow which it came. Llsenges
could be trensferred fronm persons Lo aninels or to other
persons in much the same manncr.

In the very recent pest evidences cf this ritual
were evident in onc of our most advanced cities of the
Unitod Ctates. A certaln rcliglous sect, composcd large-
1y ot llliterﬂte_neg:oes, were about to boil alive a
regro woman and her cleven year old doughtor to inguro
the growth and welfare of their'rcligious £TOUp.  Fore
tunatel; pclice avertgd the tragedy,

kugle, when hair, nsil paringr, anﬁ'spittlc are
uscd, alqo ¢ 1scls among illiterate ncgroes of the Uniteo

states and a few in Cumahua,



Chapter Summary

There are several definite things which leading
Sociologists have tried proved about cercmonials:

1. Frimitive man enguged in rituals and
ceremonies to lansurc economic sceurity.

2, Rellgion has always existed in some form
in the mind of man, thcrefore ritusls reach
as far back as the animal world.

Je GBuerifices exemplifiea in the pBible are
descendant from the intichuima cercemonics
of Qentrcl Asustralis,

4, Initiation ceremonies of the Lodges resemble
very closely the intlichuims ceremonies of an
Australian black people.

5. The practices of sorcery in the southern hills
of Iﬁdia:are evolutionary forerunners of voo-
dooism practiced by american legroes,.

8. Good luck charms of .american Kegroes are
modified forms of fetiches and amulcts of

the Baganda trlbefof Central africa,



THE EVOLUTION OF RELIGIOW



Chapter III
THE ZVCLUTION OF RELIGION

"Religion is the serious and sociul attitude of
individuals or communitize toward the power or powers
which they conceive as having ultima te control over
thelr interests and destinies,” s0 writcs Dr. J. B,
Pratt in his, "The Religiéus Consoiousness;"l

'an haec not always had seribus and soclal attitudes
toward this impersonal power, The religious 1dea cimerge
ed gradunll into human life, There were fou: stages in
the dovelopment of religion: ritusal, emotion, beliefl
and rotionali ation, Ritﬁal:and emotion were the first
and cruder fomms of religion, It was not wntil belief
and rationalization were well established that the great
relizlous conceptions of civillzed mankind develgpod.

Ritual zoes baelk beyond the duwn of human history,
It may be found 1n the individual habits of aninals.
‘Professor . hitehead gives a good definition of @ ritual.

"Ritual may be defined as thé habitual performence
of definite acticons which have no direct relevance to the
perservation of the physical organisms of the actors."”

Flocks of birds perform their ritual evolutions in
the sky. jlotable examplcs are the Znglish sky-lark and
the flight of wild geesc. Ritual 1s the primitive out-
come of supcrfluous enorgj-and leisure, It is the stimu-
lus to «motion and laa@s to religlon in'u'higher form,

o @y Wy e ee  we  om
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Collective ritual and collective emotion were the
binuing forces of primitive tribes. They reprecent

the firgt faint glimuerings of the life of the spirit
raised beyond the activities of merely supplying animal
necessities,

But ritusl ond emotion could not go for long un=-
touched by the intellectunl side of mau's beinse Do=
cause man 1s a rational animal, he found himsell prace
ticing varlous rituals and began to ‘uestion the purposge
of them. This rationalization led to the Yelief in a
hero, IT the hero were a person we c¢all the ritusl with
its myth, "religion”; { the hero werc a tirins it is koown
as nmagic

hational religion is a religicn whose beliels and
rituszls have bezn reorganized with a purpose or objective
in view, Il is a development conditloned by thm general
progress of the r:coes in which it aroces It followed the
deveispmcnt of human conscliousncss, Itvs evoluticn is
st11) going on and willl continue to o s¢ as long as there
are hu&an progréss and change, The influence of the
primitive religion, ceremoriel and mythical, has been
great. For thousinds of yeurs, before the Christiun era,
therc was a constant, intense struggle on the psrt of 18«
ticn llsm to transform the more primitive type.

In man's ctruegle for existence he always turned to
relirsion when cverything else fﬁllod. "elielion has been
trhe nmain instrument of progress. (ne reason why the
negro's religion 1s of the emotional type is that in

times of oppression and slavery he csroped blindly for a



18

way out of his troubles, Ile did not stop to reason
out the principles of relision heeause he haa‘not
reacned the rational stage, He glung to the religion
that offered him the most céveted reward, freedoci.

The coning of rationcl religion is the recult of the
growth of world-c.nsclousness. It is the conscious rew-
action of individusls to the focling of a higher, im-
personal po@ef., Then Chiistianity had established itself
througshout most of the civilizéd world, thoro were two
mein rational religions: Christianity and Buddhiem, There
were various othor religlions that'rivaled them but these two
types had greater survival power,

The great rational religions are the rccult of the
emergence of religious consciousness throushout the civi-
lized world., It is an attempt to find something pcrmanent and
intelligivle on wvh.ch man can base his hopes. TPeligion 1s
a powerful soclal control. It Influences the child Trom
birth or even before birth. 1In a rzeial grou-, a certain
type of religion becomes a tradition., 4n infent is born
intoc a m:ze of inherited traditions which deterniue his
general developaent, He flads himself in & network of

established ruies of conduet, at .. me, in schocl, on the
play.round and at chuyrech.

Dr. mory . Bogﬂrdusb.states that, "The prestige of
custon affects the adolescent tremcncously. Ceremony and
ritual combine to mold nils habits and hie feeling -- atii-
tudes. Tnen an individual 1o initiated into elther a

Sn, o, Bogardus, Lesentials of Social I'sychelogy,
1923, pe 277




fraternal or a religious organization, he is impressed,
by means of t he ritual; with the 1mp9rtance of the given
organization, of the ideals of the group, and often of
his own sipnificance, “hen individuals regularly join
torethen 1n singing, they become united and peInOps perma-
nently socialized, Thus consclously and unconsciously they
feel the foree of ritual and cerenony,”

The ritusl and ceremony are»the forees whieh have

held our psreot religlions topsther.



Chapter summary

ne study of the evolution of religion has brought
to Lisnt thu'fcllowin@ tnings:
1. There are four stages in the ovolution
of religlon; ritual, cwotion, belief, and

rationalization.

£, Iiltusl goes back beyond the history of man-
kind, into the animal world,

e Hitual and emotion are Torces walch have
held our various religilons together.

4, The religlon of the Negro has not {ully

ot

reached the rational s

SELC I
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5. Notlonal religion is 2 religion viios bo-
liefs and rituwals have been reorganized
with the definite purpose or objective in
view,

G. The evolution of religion will continus as

lons as there is change.

7. teligion is &n insbrunient of progress and
o powerful socisl control which mukes con=
. atent use of ritualistic ceramonics.

8, lational religion is the resullt of the

growth of wor Li=consciousne 8a.
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Chapter IV.
THE NHGRO CHURCH

Before the civil war, Negroes in certain parts of
the United ftates were acceptod in the churchos with the
“hites and accorded equal privileges, but in the South
they hod to accepi whataver religious privileges were
allowed thems Duiing this period they telonged to the
witlte churches, oceuplied certain seats or the negro peus,
or met in the basement for worsaip et a speeial hour on
sunday.

+fter the war there was an indepondent :ovement
anong negroes to estavlish their own local churches. This
movement wes initiated in the Lorth and cprecad throughout
the South, But in the South the development wns retnrded,
somevwhat, because of the restristions ol slaveholders who
Toared an uprising amons the slﬁﬁes. The tvic most outstand-
inz ehurches that appealgd.to the slaves were the Daptlst
and the "ethodist churches. The Baptist won nore members
than the iathodist because of its attnek upon slavery. They
were unusunlly outsroken and effecetive in woglng war on this
institutio.s The first Hegro Baptist Church in smerica. was
founde. Ly n KTe Palmer at ‘silver Dluffs, near aususta, Geors=
gia nbbut 1774, .fter the estavlishing of separate churches,
negro preschers took charge of the congre.. tions. The flrst
tfethod isy £p1500pal ¢hureh was e¢stablishod in 1794 by npichard
Allen, 2 negro minlster, There was o sencral sceession of

the nepgrocs from the vinlte churches and sepoaration became {inal,



20

The. independent church movement wuwony NEEroes vas
directed toward Paptism ana Methodisme. To many obuervers
this secmed strange because in the parts of the country
in which most negroes were found, the most dominant church
amony, the wirtites mas Iiplscopsle The Presbyterians and the
Quakers were numhered amons the negroeg’ host friends.

They extended to them an eager hand of welcome and offered
them equal privilegeg; But nevertheless, the Wejiroos con=-.
tinued to flock to the iethodist and Beptist Churches. This
nas due to the emotional nature of the Megroes to which the
Boeptists and ethodists appealed; The more enlichtened
hoaads of the Church believed that by blendihg tosether the
emotional and the intellectuval, the minds of the MNcgroes could
be bettér developed‘along religious lines, and they felt that
there were noxreligious cesominations wihlch could guit the
capacity of their people as vell as the baptist and lletho-
dist.

The Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches disregarded the
Temotionsl character of experimental religion."l It was felt
that "their appeal was too intellectual,” Carter G. Tood
Song has gaid that this sane appeal of the evanielieal rather
.than the rituclistic explains also the slow progress of the
Cathollic work among liegroes. The Catholics were the first to
condemnn slavery, and the first to concern themselves with

- e W Sw e G
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~bettering the conditions of the Negroes. They opensd schools
for the children of slaves and established miscions, yetb
they 41d not make nweh impression on the MNegroes. Only a
w191l percentune of the race went over %o the ¢gntholic Chureh.
The Jouzregitionslists become interosted in tho wolf fare of the
neoroco, Thpy'aidea tho fugitives and made fhem welcome within
their fold, but were not very sucee ssful in wioning th&m-ovef,
80 great was the nold of ritualistic relisionse

‘The Daptist Cliurches greatly out number thé ietihodist,
whichh cun be explsined by the pecullar featuirc of the haptist
policy. In the firbt'place, the local Baptioct Church is in-
‘dependont of,any'other dhurch or organization. Thiz unusual
liberty sometim prove to be dﬂtrimen+ﬂl in that the standard
of the ainistiy and the mornle of the churches are not 8o high
as the x“tnodiyt shurches, whose coaferences have the power of
contiol over local churches. Any group of "eptists, of not
less than four in number msy leave the Foth r Church and orcaniz
& churci of their OWN. Thus Negro Papiist Churchog split and mul-
tiyiy rapidly, beczuse there are always members whe £ind fault
and disagree with the rulinge of the Yother Church. The
Daptlst and Methodist Churches wers characterized by their
periodical "camp meetings.” C&rter.ﬁaodaon sives a well written
account on the subject.

The se m@etings were looked forword to with a grest deal
of anticlipation and persons, xnewing of the gobﬁ‘su;posedly de-
rived therefrom; came from afar and rewsined about the place,
thus giving to such convocations the well-known name of camp

mectings., &5 these aiscmblages vwere rocial as well as religi-
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ous and sometimes partook of a festive hature, the Négroes
casily Lecame mttract&d ﬁo this more liberal method of
promoting the cause of Christ.

'The'Negroeﬁ in these.megtyngs.gppeﬁlcd cspecially to
the white ministers bGCQusé of their quick rcaponse to the
appeal‘to come outbt of éarkness into light, ~hile an Zp=-
irepal clefgyman with his ritusl and p:éyer bork had difficul~-

ty in interesting the i"egroes, they flocked 1n large numbers

to the wpontaneous excrelses of the Methodiste nand Uaptists,

who, bhelne decidedly evengelieal in thelr precching, had a

gsort of hypnotizing effect upon the licgroes, cousing then

to be scized with certain emotionsl jerks and outwurd Gxe

pressions of an inward movement of the spirit which nade

realves., The prozr o of tue day was

a délivery of sermons at intervals, lnterspersed here and
there by appesls to sinners to come forward to be prayed
for at the anzious seat, whiile various members, having un=
ususl influence over the converted andé in touch with God,
whispored in their cars the way to find salveotion and life,
among the Baptists, the gsoul stirring reunion vas
‘known as a protracted meeting, whilch differcd very little.
frox thut of the tethodist ceup moeting. The pruacher came
forwurd,'declaring the dawn of a necuw d»y and th0 sh0wer of
blessinss that everyone could recelve., The burden of his
messate Y& s thﬂt he had come to set forth thoce Ll.ings witleh
had been hitherto kgpt frmﬂ the wlsce and prudent hut lately
revesled unto fools. “eeing that they were mnde a speecinl

0hject of the philanthropy of these new workers, thoe Tegroes
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becume soized with hysteria because ol this new boon; and the
interest in the work passing from one to'ﬁnothwr, spread ale
aost like o contaglon, moving communities to scel sslvatione
Persone pasSing as sinners were nade ta‘feél that they were
wvretehes in the sight of God and thot direful punishments a-
waited them as the lot of the vwilcked. Their state uas awful
to hehold, and their opportunit‘eh were swiftly passing away.
Thet roment was the coepte@ time; for their doluy would mean

demnation, Fersons fell helpless bvefore the 2lter of the

Church an@ had to be carried out to bz ministered unto, and
wh t)ﬁJ emergod from thelr seml-conﬁcimu& state they canme

forward sin-in: the song of . th@ redeemed wilo had bsen Wa shcd
whiite in the blced of the Lamb,

Statigtica shovw, hoxever, that scuch a convel:ion of
roople who were glven no'o;yorﬁund“y for mental wevelopment
aunounted to very littlgrin the edificotion of tihcir souls.
Hof loans aft«r thoese excitiug cemp meelinge and pretracted

eflorts had pacsed over many of these persons, wio had been most
vociferous in their praisc of God for cleancing the:r of thelir
_many sing, readily fell thoreafter by the wayslde in engagling
in what is known as plensurable evils.

Lany of thece characteristics are noted In a large
aunber of the Negro Churches in Omaha 2s ig pointed out in

the noxt chopter.



Chapter Summary

The church prefercnce of the Negro has esinblished

certuin asswnptions about his spiritual and emotional:

mnake-un:

1.

2.

&)
[ ]

The Buptist and kethodist churcihees furnish
an ﬁmotionml cutlet for the negrota higznly
cmotiongl nature.

Other churches, less emotional, tried but
falled to win the inter st of the negrces
durine slavery, bueause *thgir appe-l was
too Intellectual.”

Negro kaptlst churches multipiy Tast be-
cuusd of thelr lex by-laws.

"Comp meetings” are looked forward to with
anticlpation hecause of the gnotvional out-

let they afford.

The evangelicul “soul-stirring somions of the

Baptist and Methodist preachers have a sort
of hypnotizing effect upon the concregution

anéd they rcact by mob hysteria.”
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