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INTRODUCTION

The attitude of important British newspapers such
as The Times, Morning Post, and Saturday Review toward the

American Civil War has, of course, bsen the subject of many
articles and books. These newspapers served as the mouth-
_ﬁiﬁeaa for the aristocratic claepes and repvésantad one
gection of public opinion favoring the South. A little-
known group of newspapers fought for the side of the North.
These were the loecal dallies, which, to a greater or lesser
degree, reflected the attitude of thelr readers--workingmen,

Among suéh nﬁwaﬁapaﬁs were the Manchester Examinep, Livere
pool Daily Post, Birmingham Daily Post, Newcastle Chronicle,

lLeeds Mercury, Bradford Advertiser, Preston Guardian,
Carlislie Examiner, Dundee Advertiser, Edinburgh Caledonian

Mercury, and the Belfast Northern Daily Whig.

While the attitude of thege newapapers is known, the
pogition of one provineclal newspaper of that time--~The Man-
chester Guardisn--has been neglected by students of the peried,

Wss the viewpeint of The Manchester Guardien aristocratic,

middle-clags, or that of the workingman? It is the objlect
of this thesls to discover The Manchester Guardisn's positien

by examining its coverage of these important issues--neutrality,
‘the Trent Affair, the cotton famine, the condition of the un-
employed, the poor-law system, workingmen's meetings, John
Bright, President Lincoln, plavery, the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, and the worth of demooratic institutions,



CHAPTER I
GREAT BRITAIN AND THE AMERICAN BELLIGERENTS

To many angliahmen~tha'Améﬁiaan1€1v11 War was simply
a struggle against slavery. Most Englishmen were not in-
taregtad in the political problems facing the Republican
Party, nor in the constitutional problems of the Union.

In the United States, many belleved that slavery
might spread with the growth of the Union and come to Gomin-
ate. Though repulasive to contemplate, it was not too terrible
to believe. The governing principle which brought the Repub-
lican Party into existence and brought Lincoln into its fold
was determination to stop any further axpanéion:oﬁ slavery,d
Lincoln forever expressed this position with his famous speech:

I 4o not expect the Union to be dissolved--I do not

expect the House to fall-«but I do expect it to ceame
to be divided, It will become zll one thing or all the
other, BEither the opponents of alavery will arrest the
further spread of it, and place it whers the publie
oind ahali rest in the belief that it is in the course
of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it
forward, till it shall become alike lawful in all 3@
states, old as well ag new, North as well as South.

This did not mean, however, that the Fedoral govern-

ment possessed the constitutional power to destroy slavery

labhn g. Nicola z and John Hay, ﬁbrahamvhincainz A His-
tory (10 vols.; New York, The Century (5.,

SRrichard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition
anﬁ the Ment who Made It (nmé York: Alfred K. Knopf, 1957),

P. 3




3
in those states under whose constitutions it was permitted.
In his first inaugural address, Lincoln attempted to reassure
the South:

I inderntard a propeze& amendment to the Comgtitution
has passed Congress, to the effect that the Federal Govern-
ment shall never interfere with the domestic institutions
of the States, inciuding that of persons held to gervice.

I will dgay I have no objJection to thie amendment being
made express and 1rwevan&b1e.3

B&liaviag ﬁlavaﬁy %u be gyaﬁeatea uﬁ&ar the ¢anab&tnt&en,

Sk ing no real aﬁnaaaaian of gwinci»la, for he
.aluo halievmé that, 3 o 53avary uura bottleé up, it wauld dle.
Iinoeln's ahsaat was to use akl the eonatitutional pauera of
the Federal gavarument to eheek the gpread of alavary; When
zangaln came to power, however, hls immediata econcerh was
neither tne praaervatiom nor the abalitian of slavery. H@
made elear that his primary task now was the preservation of
the Union: |

No 5%&%&, upon its own motion; ¢an get out of the
union.  Resvlutions and ordinancns to that effect are
legally void, and acts of violence within any state or
states against the authority of the United States are
insurrectionary or revolutionary according to ¢ircum-
stances, Y, therefore, consider the union unbroken; .
and to the extent of my ability I shall take care that
the laws of the union are fully executed in all the
gtatens. . . . In your hands, digsatinfied fellow-
couhtrymen, and not in mine, i3 the momentous issue of
oivil war, The goverhmeat will not aseall you, 80 you "
can have no conflict wibhaut ‘being yourselves aggressors.”

3@& Meheater Guardian, 18 March 1861
material ffﬁbfﬁﬁ““ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ”?ﬁﬁéﬂ1an will be q’ ﬁeﬁ
original British spel

"‘ma., p. 3.




A1l this was not very well understood in Britain.
In the absence of sush knowledge, the anti-slavery sup-
porters of the North éxpected sweeping reforms. After the
first six months of the war, these expsctations collapsed
~in bitter disappointment., In October, 1861, the President
was forced to countermand an emancipation proclamation which
haé'baen issued without official authérity. ‘General Fremont
had proposed to free the slaves of rebels in his area of
‘command, If the measure had remained in force, it might
have split the North and would have impaired presidential
‘aéxhariby,ﬁ By countermanding 1t, however, Linecoln robbed
the North of the moral imsue whzéh.made the contest meaningn
Cful to Northern supporters.
Before the Euancipation’Prnaianazinn of January 1,
1863, the tone of the British press aaﬁarnated betwean dia~
gusit for the South and aontamwt for the N@rtﬁwwan.ﬁﬁatian
inspiiing this poem:
0 Jonathan and beteraen,
2 ggg?t1§2§§g§§°m§¥wg§gg§gan.
I a0 deciare T am atrata o
To say which worse behaves,

The North, imposing bonds on gade,
Or South, that man enslaves.

SHofstadter, op. eit., p. 126.

o 5}3@_@, Manchester Guardian, quoted from Punch, 23 May
1861, p. k. = —



While many Englishmen had trouble deciding which
side to favor, the upper classes had their prejudices upon
which to rely. The desperate ordeal of the world's leading
republican government was observed without dismay. Pew
aristoerats would mourn the loss of demooratic institutions.
In an intevvi&w with Lincoln, the Philadelphia correspondent
of the Lnnéun Guardian revealed Lincoln's grasp of the war

with this observation:

He [Linceln] thinks that with a portion of the
“aristoeracy there would be a willingness that the
experiment of republicanism might fall; that the men
of the Manchester school go with the South, because
of the extreme importance to them of the cotton
supply; that they wlll cease their opposition to us
when they find, as they assuredly will, that peace
would only be postponed by their centinuing to favour
the ¢suse of rebellion, A third class, far out-
numbering the ethers--a class not having at the mo-
ment, 1t may be, control of the Government, still
have feelings with vegard to slavery, and cennet
fail, therefore, to sympathise with us of the North.7

Here, Lincoln correctly évaluated the Qnsiith working-class
interest as the defence of freedom against slavery.

| Inlwwiy,@1861, the humilistion of Bull Run merely
confirmed the upper clamges in thelr oontempt of the North.
The special correspondent of ggg_ggggggAﬁha~waaran eye-
vwitness of the babtlu, gave a graphie aqaaunﬁ of the retreat
of the Northern army, which ended in a cowardly rout and

71b1é.,'a July 1861, p. 3.



a miperable; causeless panic. He wrote:

_All the road from Centreville, for mlles, presented
such a sight as can only be witnessed on the track of
the runaways of an utterly demoralised army.  Drivers
flogged, lashed, spurred, and beat their horses, or

. leaped down and abandoned thelr teams, and ran by the
side of the road, Mounted men-servants and men in uni-
‘forrs, vehicles of all sorts, commissariat waggons
thronged the narrow ways. At every shot a convulsion,

. .8 1t were, seirzed on the morbid wmass of bones, sinew,
wood, and iron, and thrilled through 1it, giving new
‘energy and actlon to its desperate efforts to get .free
from itself. Men literally acreamed with rage and

. fright when thelr way was blocked up. At one time a
whole mass of infantry, with fixed bayonets, ran down
the bsnk of the road. Some, falling &s they raﬁ,qmgaﬁ
have :killed anc¢ wounded those awong whom they fell,

After the Battle of Bull Run, the ceuse of the North
was fnrt&e§ w§ékehed by the zeéqaaziy accepted bgi&ar:%hat
the reconquest of the South was hopelessly impracticable.

As early as L&ﬁéaln%ﬂ 1héugura§iéa, vneéiupalﬁtionlqg-the
Union haﬁ‘bqen'regaéﬂad as aﬁﬂaccnmplisheﬁ raat; Aftér-a

visit to the United States, one member of Parliament gave

these reasons for the raoognit&an'éf the South:

. » o if England and France, at the proper time, ac-
knowledge the Southern Confederdcy as an independent.
power, it might stay this cry for vengeance which . . ,
came from the North againet the South, It might stay
that desire to march those armies into the Southern
states, for the purpose of subduing those states. It
might tend to save much bloodshed; and it would be
adopting a course which, while it would be of great
benefit to the people of England and to the people of
Burore, would ., , . be of great benefit and grgat
advantage to the people of America themselves.

81b1d., quoted from The Times, 6 August 1861, p. 4.
91Ibia., 24 may 1861, p. 3.



7

Although secession might have beén regarded by the
British as an accomplished fact, Her Majesty's Oovernment
‘had 1ittle inclination té risk recognition of the South and
jeopardize Canada, Neutrality was proclaimed early., It
seenied to be 1little more than a matter of time unti§ the
defeat of the North should make diplomatic recognition of
the Confederacy a safe nac&asity; British neutrality ap-
peared puddeniy to come to an end when a warlike mood flared
up over the incident known as the Trent Affair.

The Trent was a British mail steamer making her
return veyage to Europe from Cuba. On N;vgmber’a, 1861,
she was stopped by a Northern naval vessel, the San Jaeinto,

under the command of Captain Charles Wilkes., Without
authority from Washington, Captain Wilkes proceeded to
remove John Slidell, the Southern envoy to the Prench court,
and John Masion, the Confederacy's minister to London,

On receipt in England of the news concerning the
Trent's boarding and capture of Mason and Slidell, popular
indignation became intense. Tmmediately, a rumor spread
that "a Cabinet Councii Was summoned by Lord Palmerston,
to determine whether Mr, Adams's passports should not forth-
with be sent him,"20

101b4d., 28 November 1861, p. 4.
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As the Tories and the ultra-conservative press led
by ggg’ggggg whipped British opinién to a fﬁenzy, John Bright--
lending supporter of the North in Parliament--courageously
spoke out: | )

an, tha set. uhiah has been committed by the American
gteamer, in my opinien, whether it was illegal or not,
was both impelitic and bad, . . . I think 1t may turn
out , , . that, so far as tbe taking those men from that
ship was concerned; 1t was wholly unknown t¢, and un-
-authorised by, the Awmerican govermment, And if the
American government believe , ., . that the aet 1ls 1l-
legal, I have no doubt they will make fitting repara-
tion; for there iz no government in the werld that has
so strenucusly insisted upon modifications of inter-
national law, and been so anxious to be guided always
;y the mcatlmeﬁarata and merciful 1ntérpretatien of that
a“t * ] L3

Bright also questioned the 1deafthat the United States would
deliberately provoke a war with Great Britain while trying
to put dannfan ih&urragtian in the South, He cautioned his
iisteners against letting newspapers inecite such a fever of
war that the Government c¢ould have war with the publicts
assent, He continued:

What can be now more monstrous than that we, as we
call ourselves . , ., an educated, s moral, and s
Christian nation--at a moment uhen an aceldent of this
kind occurs, before wa have made & repregentation te
the American govemment, before we have heard a woérd
from them in reply--should be all up in arms, every
sword leaping from 1ts scabbard, and every man looking
about for his pistols and his blunderbuss, . , . If
all other tongues are silent, mine shall speak for
that policy whieh gives hope to the bondsmen of the
South, and tends to generous thoughts, and generous
words, and generous deeds, between the two great na-
tions who speak the English language, and fromlgheir
origin sre alike entitled to the English nanme,

111b1ﬁ,, 5 December 1861, p. 3.
121p14., p. 3.
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Another friend of the North in Parliament was Richard
Cobdén--1iberal statesman, industrialist, and political
writer. In th;s letter,<¢bﬁaén Joined his friend John Bright
in imploring Englishmen to suspend final judgment:

We could destroy each other's commerce, and spend
countiess treasurs; we might pour out bleed like water,
and ruin for a generation twe great civilisations; but
the object aimed at could not be acconplished. . . .

What we require ip peace on the principles of impartial
Justice; and the truest way of insuring thisg in came of
dispute, whether in the affairs of nationa or of indi-
viduals, is by ca%%ing in the serviges cr a disinter-~
asted arbitrator.

The entire drift of opinion appeared in the direction
of war, with the minigterial press fanning the popular flame
by promising to ¢lear the seas of the American navy in a
month; to scknowledge the Confederacy; and, by breaking the
blockade, letting odut cotton, and letting in Britigh manu-
ractures.l? A bloskade of the Novthern ports was also on
the war program. By Royal Proclamation, Queen Vietoria pro-
hibited "the exportation of arms, ammunition, and military
stores (including percuasion eaps and tubaﬂ), and alge lead,
from the United Kingdom "5

Soon, this action was followed by the embarkation of
troops to Canada, The first to go were "two battalions of
infantry of the line, two batteries of artillery, and one
company of royal engineers."” These were followed by "two

131p14., 20 December 1861, p. 3.
3g$£§§,, 2 December 1861, p. 3.
Ibid., 5 December 1861, p. 4.
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battalions of guards, four battalione of infantry of the line,
thres batteries of £isld artillery, five datteries of garri-
son axtillery, two battalions of the military train, snd two
compandes of the maz. enginesrs, 16

‘ oops were shippad to Canads with shot, mms,
eannen, nMum and m; ything necessary for & winter can-
paign, Var vessels left for the NHorth American cosst, Oreat
Sritain prepared for war under the pressure of intense sx.
oltement engendered by the press. The Manchester Quandia
yeported the sugsestion of the Landen (bserver that it mxa
be not ouly proper, but eesy, to couke Muson and Siideil to
bs "sestored to the quam:r deck of the Brivish Adniral
- hington itself--in the face of sowe
M#vmiw British wen-of-wary; whoss presence in the

! rendsy the Dlustering Cabinet of Washingtos
as haipiu; an m m was before the gunsg and cutlasses

m ‘contimued vielent and UNCOMpPIY
the press, whigh inoluded sditerials in The haates
Quardian, gave littie hope that the Dhited States would
make conosssions either to reason or to Rritish ﬁp:tmw,
With disdain for an imsature people; Ths Manches '

"6,@39.,‘, &3 Peoubex 1351, Pe &,
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cengored the North's pride in the expansion of the United
Btates. The fear that America might attain the status of
a world power inspired much eriticism of this type:

Wo know that the Northerns have been swslling ai-
most to bursting with the contemplation of the future
grandeur of the grest American republic embracing one
whole continent, with a population so vast, and #o
compact in 1ts atructure, that it mlgsgiva the law
to all the other nations of the world.:

In the seme vein, the Honorable Joseph Howe, Prime
Minister of Nova Zeotia, gave as his opinion 1ittle hope
for reconciliation with America on the Trent Affair; He
gave these reasons:

~ The insult was 8o gross that it was just possible
that public men in America might yield to the pressure
of circumstances, and retire bYefore the storm., But
from what he knew of the country he had his fears. He
balieved that the mob of New ¥ork would tear the men
[Magon and Siidelll before they would give them up;
and he believed the demooratic influence of the govern-
pent was so strong that he é.iggwt: believe . , , that
they would be given up. . . .-

The Manchester Juardian spoke of the Trent Affair
as part of a design by Seward to "force a quarrvel with
England.” A chance remark, stiributed to Goneral Win-
field Scott upon his arrival in Paris, verified this con-
Jecture, for the "seizure of the Southern Commissioners had
been the subject of cabinet discussions at Washington long

before he [Generai Scott] left,"2l

]‘B@gﬁu 13 December 1861, p. 4,
191b1d., 4 December 1861, p. 4,
203p14., 2 Pecember 1861, p. 4.
Q&Mu Pe 3.
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Many Englishmen felt that a scandalous insult had
been offered to the British flag, by and with the connivance
of the Washington authoritles. Their impression found con-
firmation in this letter from the Toronto correspondent of
the London Guardian:

The turmoil of warlike preparation which has pre-
valled amongst our neighbours during the past twelve
months has at length crossed the lines, and 1s now
making itself heard among ourselves., There is & very
general impression through the province [Canada] that
it is the intention of certain members of the Amerlcean
government to force England into a war. . . . The out- '
rage upon the Trent; and the impertinent remarks made
upon the subject officially by Mr. Secretary Weiles,
together with the public honours showered upon Comman-
der Wilkes, have aroused feelings of intensge disgust
and astonlsghment throughout the British provinces, and
fervent hopes are cherished that England may take a
bold and determined atans_agaxnst,auch insulting vio-
lations of national law.<2 o

By_Janﬁary_ﬁg 1862, hh@'prasg@qta of peace brightened
with the news ﬁha% assurances of amity haa been given per-
sonally "by the members of the washingtaﬁ Cabinet to the most
eminent bankers and merchants in America."23 Due to the pro-
longed diplomacy of the day, the position of the United States
appeared to hesiﬁats in favor of war. Diplomatic eorreapon*ﬁ
dence had bagun.with.thia diﬁpaichyfrdm Palmerston's Foreign
Secretary, Lord Russell, to Lord Lyons, British Minister in
Waghington: )

forcliySPUSATPEACE S sestats Ladivigunip hovy seen

neutral power on a lawful and innocent voyage, an act
of violence which was an affront to the British flag,

221pid., 2 January 1862, p. 3.
231b1d., 6 January 1862, p. 3.
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and a violation of national laws, Her Majesty's Govern-
ment are willing to belleve the act was without authority
and resulted from misunderstanding . . . and the British
Government are unwilling to believs that the United
States deliberately intended unnecessarily to force a
discussion of so grave a question between the two govern-
mentsa., Her Majesty's Government trust that the govern-
ment of the United Btates, will, of its own accord, offer
such redress as alone could satisfly them--namely, the
liberation of the four prisoners, and their delivery to
Loxrd Lyons, that they may again beé placed under British
protection, and a sultable apology for the aggression
committed, Should these terms not be Effarvd by Mr,
Seward, you will propose them to him,2

on December 27, Seward delivered his reply~--a long
legalistic document in which he claimed that Wilkes was
justified in seizing the envoys, but admitted that "the
British Government has a right to expect the same repara-
tion that we as an independent state should expect from
great Britain, . . ."25

To the great relief of everyone, except Mason and
Slidell, the Southern Commissioners were released. The
Manchester Guardian celebrated their liberatlion with this
jubllant editorial:

We want no excuse for exulting in this triwmph of
firmmess and Justice over the spirit of lawless violence
which at one time certainly threatened to compel us to
have recourse to amms. . . . The Federal government
have acceded to all which we thought proper to require,
and if they have not done so in the way most conducive
to the saving of thelr own reputation . . . ghey‘them-
selves are the chief . . ., sufferers. . . .°

eaxbid., 11 January 1862, p. 5.
251bAd., p. 5.
261p34., editorial, 10 January 1862, p. 2.
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The current of public opinion now reversed itself

and began to run in the North's favor. The Manchester Guardian

gave notice that: '

' The men whom we have been obliged to demand from
them are ne favourites of ours, and we hope it will be
shown by the indiffersnce of the reception sccorded to
them when they arrive, that they have been regarded by
us, not as herges, but only as subjects of an attack in
which the rights of neutral nations, and our own dignity
in particular, were violated, That wrong has been re-

.dressged; and if the Americans are sufficiently in the
acknowledgment to consider the account closed, all
parties will be satisfied.<(.

So eqmpléﬁely did the release of Mason and Slidell close the

incident that by the end of January, when they arrived in

England, there was very little public intersst in them,

After the war scave died down in the spring of 1863,
there was a steady increase of pro-Northern sympathy among

the British masses and a corresponding decrease in the .

willingness of a British government to risk any form of

intervention., The danger remained, however, in commection
with any attack invelving Canads, Were Canada to be en-
dangered, Great Britain might be induced to form an alliance
with the South. This situation became apparent when the

Confaderatés made a melodramatic raid into Vermont from

Canada in Octebey, 1864, Although the avewed purpose of

the raid had been to rob the St. Albans bank,28 the incident

2T1vid., p. 2.

28ph111p Van Doren Stern, Seeret Missions of the
civil War (New York: Bonanza Books, 1950), pP. 282.
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Was interpreted in quite another 1ight by Charles Sumner,
who; speaking. 1n the Senate, declared:

NP thairjﬁhsaa% wag to eubroil tha Governmwent of the

ﬂnited States with the Government of Great Britain, . . .

The whole proceeding wag 3 trap in which to cateh the

Government of this country. It was hoped that in this

way the rebellion would gain that powerful British

intarvent égn Whiﬁh wanlé haip %a restove its fallen .

fartunaa‘ ,

| xn,tne A g ama case (tha Eri#iah»b&ilt sautharn gea~
raiaer which destrayad or in¢apacitat¢d more ﬁhan 250
Nﬁr@nern vaaasis) tha eantravarsy vaﬁultad in triumph f¢r |
the diplomaay of the Amuriean Miniatar, charaaa Franéiﬁ |
| Adams. In the eaue of the rams zatar built by tha Lairﬁﬁ,
‘the British snvamnment 9urahasad tham and restraineﬁ th&
Confederacy fm mnner aamaitma c»r warsm.ps tm;t 1n
Britain 30 1 |
' %hraushaut thn Amariaan civxl Har, aiglamacy hatueén'

Great Britain and the United States had been complicated by |
mutual auap&eian anﬁ racmiminabi@n. &hﬁ Britiah mi&zntérw
p:wbad suwara' t! bx'aggadaaim wmm ﬁw Mted St:a‘lm& war—~
estimated the haatixitw of the Britxah gqvaxnmant. witnaut
aaoriric&ng their own country’s inﬁawnatzg tha ﬁipiamata of
beth sides successfully atampeé out the f&r&u of amntraveray

and thus awcrtad anothar trasie war.

29@h¢‘man¢hgatar Guardian, 4 January 1865, p. 3.

30y, ¢, Allen, Great Britain and the United States:
A History of Anglo-AmerIcan Relatlofis, L/03~105¢ “
Bt. Martin's Press, mc., 1955), pp. 486-%90,

o




While war news from Amerdica never ceasad o be amply
reported, The Manchestor Cuardian gave increasing prominsnce
" to the social and economic uphsaval following the sotton
famine., In 3850, more than 500,000 persons had been smployed
in the cotton milis of Lancashive, North Cheshire, and lan-
arksghire, as well as in othey distriots of England, Scotland,
and Ireland., Between three and four millions were in some
way dependent on the prosperity of the cotton industry.l The
dependence of the British economy on cotton was well known
to the South, which considered itself the indispensable source
of supply. Southern leaders felt that the mere threat of
withholding cotton (by buming, Af necessary) would force
Great Britain into recognition of the Qonfederacy.

Unfortunately for those Southerners who relled on
an immadiate shortage, cotton production had already over-
loaded the market and filled the warehouses. In 1860, the
South had sent to Lancashive more bales than in any previous
year. British manufacturers wers torn between fear of &
fanine due Lo sowe cvisis over slavery and fear of a surplus
from 8 bulging market. At first the shortago was viewed as

*"me Mehmﬁw guardian, quoted from the Economist
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‘an opportunity for profiteering on the sale of accunulated
stocks, ane absavver gleefullw acmmanted& !
Tha faﬁt &s that eha prﬁeent arisis wauid in alz
probability have arisen, as 1t often has before, from:
~ glutted markets, caused by over-production, and many
© - ape of opinion that a limitation of production this.
yeay has been most benefigial to the manufacturing in-
tevest in a pocuniary point of view, as it hag enabled
them to dispose of the accumulated stocks of former
. “years in the markets of the world at remunerative priega,
1uataad af having to aaér&fiﬁ& eham at a ruinuns laaa. '
‘ when tha ahartage bagan ta be fait aftar @e#abar,
1861, the ﬂﬁu@h aisaevere& that Ewitiah paliwy raata&
'graater aanszaaraezana than eactan., Brita&n aonbinuaﬂ ta
prnsper whila 1&& dzaaraanized aéttan industmy 5nrfered.
Iﬁ 1862, tha papulatiaﬁ @f the téunship af Hanaheater
was l85,350. By~hha aud af Hareh, 1862, the Baarﬂ cr .
Guardians reported that ene perscn in ninaﬁaen wae we~ L
eeiving autﬁaar reliaf rram the pasr rates, Fram the bgu
ginning of the y&ar ‘an average of 205 labmrara eaah waak 1oat
'thair Jobs. By the end of marah there were 9,661 unemployed,
‘an inerease from January of 2,6?& re&aiving autwaaar relief, 3
Tha distreas was the mnra aeuﬁa beaaua& the pnpula—
tion had previau»ly hegun ﬁavhava auma ahar& in tha earnings
of a prosperous industry. The al&er gﬁapl& whose warking iife
was elasmag experienced the mast tragiu loss uhan thaim savings

wWere gradually eaten away. The ¢ondition of these praud people

axbid., quoted frem the Hanqg.narkat Review, 27 Jan-
uary 1862, . 3.

31b1d., 16 April 1862, p. 2.
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comes aiiva in thip letter fram an unempioyad worker t¢ the
Iord Mayor of Hauaheatera

To see tha howes of thoge whom we knaw anﬁ reepeat,
though they are but working men, stripped of svery bit
of turnibura~~to 8ee long-cherished books and pilctures
sent one by oné to the pawnshop, that food may be had,

. and to see that food almost loathsome in kind, as well
. as insufTicient in quantity, are hard, very hard thinga
.t bear; but these are not the worst things. In many
of our cottage hoemes there is now nothing left by'tha
© pawning of whioch a few pence may be raised; and the
mothers and sisters of 'lancashire lads' have turned
- out to beg, and at times knock at deors of houses in
' which there is as much destitubion as there is in their
own, whilst the fathers and the lads think they are very
fortunate if they can ¢arn a shilling or two by atrast
; saagping or: atane breakins wb have a dréayy tima

| m%mbera of tha middlie elass aﬁ‘first minimiaed the
growing ser&ausnass of their s&tuatien., in a 1ettér to
‘Mr, €, H. Eiekards, Ghairman Qf the uanehestar Board of
fauardiana, a rant eamleztar of &attaga prupewty elaimedz
| The greatest amount of distress that I have expariw-
enced was in the yaar 18475 and again there was great
distress in 1857, and there is muech sufferding now amongst
the working clagses; but the present distress existing
amonig them i1s by no means 8o gmeat aa 1§ was in 1847,
and very much less thar 1% was in 1857,
By July, 1862; The Manchester Guardian admitted the
existence of a erisis in Lancashire with this editorial
based on figuves supplled by the Manchester Central Relief

a_m': 28 April 1862, 9.3.
QEQQQ.; 16 May 1862, p. 3.
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Comsittae::
. More than 33,0 mm ‘whol out of ioyment in
£ive tounships uﬁl 5. o d working shots & time;

‘nearly 21,000 auhsambaﬁ axm ammmms by private -
‘benevolencs; mem than 157,000 withdrawn from the ‘
Bavings | s by starving ﬁapaa.ttam; the sualler
tradesmen famma to apply for rellsf from the payment

- of the ratens hene are zmtma of a distress
which may uc.n mwe sofound xiety, and which 1%
-ghowld w:gmm » has not w taimﬁim mm
ammm :

By Kﬂmbem 1862, tm midﬁit emmu ar Mncnhim
'm Wﬁhim zm bw.m amiy iam&m in the amnu of
feeding the poor. With the coming of the cetton famine,
_mlmxva ha.d lost t:ha awortmity to make pmf&ts, but
‘had gained the duty of supporting local relief agencies.
_Haunted by the spector of oventual bankruptey, they began
to agitate for additional government aid for the paupers.?
Just how expensive this velief bscame is reflected
.in these statistics from the Poor-law Hoard for lLancashire
 from MMW, 1853., to nam&am 3.863.
The expenditure for relief in the firvst mr
wos mﬁ;- Ts and in that first mat @3@,%&. mw 18
squivalent to an increase in the u:m mog of 61.8 per
cont,~-or, in sbaolute amount hip6,996
In Special Comaissioner Farnall's report to the Foor-
lew Board, he listed twenty-szeven wnlons (towns receiving
'21G) within the cotton mxxfmm districts having a

N

5:1:1:3,,, editorial, 17 July 1863. . 2,
71!55,@.; 1 November 1363, p.. 6,
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population totaling 1,964,955.9 The. crest of pauperism oc-
eurred in thﬁaé districts during the firat week of December,
1862,10 when & total of 508,293 received relief. By the
first week of Januamy, 186&, the numbér had fallen to
190,895--a decrease of 317,398 paupers in 57 weeks, 11l
During maximum wnemployment, thevefore, the mmber of per-
sons recaivin;'reliaf was tnenty‘five per cent of the whole
pﬁpu&atian, xhila by 1864 1t was only about nine par cent .
tn Mancheatar alone, December, 1862, saw the number of
paupers reach 41,692, and then fall to 18,781 by 1864, 2
| By December, 1863, 18,244 workers had emigrated to
the colonies or ﬁa the unite§ States; while 15,725 had
*téunﬂ ampiayment'iﬁ‘athev eccupations wathiﬁ'tna cotton
districts."13 By May, 1864, 4,000 more had been absorbed
- into ather traﬁea, and about 7,000 had lert the cotton
diatricts.la

nuring the mpring of 1864, the Manchestér Stabiatiaal
Soclety made & hnuae~bo~hauae aurvey af the workers' condi~
tion in Mahchester's cotton dlstriets. The report covered
713 houges and 68 cellars with occupants. Information was

9Ib1d., 23 February 1864, p. 7.
101p14., 9 January 1864, p. 4.
111b1d., 23 February 1864, p. 7.
121014., 9 January 1864, p, 4.
13fp1d., 5 January 1864, p. 6
W1p1q., 10 May 1864, p. 6.
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obtained from all except e¢leven of the dwellings--"of these
bounes eight were in the ligquor trade, and the other three
‘were brothels."15 MNope than twenty-eight per cent of all
the families in the district lived in one room; many of
these included four, five, aix, and sometimes seven peréons.
The more extremns examples well tllustrate the squalor of
long-sontinued poverty:

Thore are four persons 15.. P ;  dn a m-woma ﬁaih&;
conplating of a widow and he iger, and & spinster and
her ehild, In mthar cane, a mn and his u:t e and two
1@‘”“ GN“ mm POOM: « o « mmm”‘m
family consists of seven persons, the children being two
bwﬁmmmmzm ‘ « » In a house of three rooms
thers are 14 persons, ngst whom are one boy and two

- girle, all over 12 yaarm w 10 lodgers, . «+ . In
another, of five rooms, there Are tsw fanilies and
19 persohs, 13 being women and six xen who are bachelors.
In another case, the family consists of the parents and
four givls, two over 12 years; they live in a cellar,
have no mggur income, and mthw but & 1ittle straw
to lie on,

The mumber of families giving information was 1,054,

In 5T4 ecases, the head of the family had permanent employ-
ment, 398 had cceasional werk, and 82 had no ocoupation at
2ll. This last number included those living shtirely on
grants of charity, and also took in "others who are thieves,
receivers of stolen goods, and brothelieepers,*d7

Only half the lodgers paid rent. The rest took care

of the howe and children. A large proportion of the income

15_1_& .5 15 Novembey 3.352&, p. 6.
161”‘»&0} yc 6*

Y1bid., p. 6
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werit to rent, coal, and & poorly nourishing diet of tes,
coffee, bread, potatoes, cabbage, bacon, and fish, This
diet could be supplemented with baer'amd l&quér'at one of
the forty-one besrhouses and gublic—hauaaa 1n.and arnund
tha district.
_ With sclentifie éataehmenﬁ, the Statistical Soclety
'lfav¢reﬂ its Victorian readers with these figures on local
tfpr@ntitutian‘ o
. Tuenty-two hﬁuaes are brothels, and in nine aﬁhara
there are uaman who have the appearance of baing pros-
titutes. In 19 of the houses amcertained to be brothels
there are residing no less than 105 women, in two of
which there sre 15 women each, and in asdother no less
" than 16, In 10 other houses, either brothels or lodging-
housss which appeared to be brothels, there Jere 55
pcrsens, consisting apparently of prostitutes and men
ap@ar@a 1y gcnmaetad mith;thcm. In tWwo cases a daughtesy
#ts he r by prostitution, and in one case
ta ggu xeeps & tao prentituﬁas alang wit th her own daugh-
r.
For the :atisfaemnﬂ of the eur:wua, t&us report instructed
its ruadar@ that "yery nearly the mhole of the heuses above
~.mentzonaa are fannﬂ in the &wuxharn partiaﬁ of Lha diatrigt
~4nd most of them in Lvmbavﬁ-atneet.“19
The euwranb ata#iat&@e on birtha, deaﬁhu, and nar-
riages revealed some unexpected information on the workers!
condition. In a report from the Registrar General covering
the twenty-one most distressed unions, the death rate for
181p4d., p. 6.
191m14., p. 6.
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1862 revealed a decrease of 225 in 1863:j
ﬁeathl

e Q

1861 g’?i’?’%’g

1862 57,556
ﬁnrxng the pwéwious yaav, 1861, hmngvmr, tha ﬁeath raae haﬁ
~ elimbed to 5,375.20 |
The eaunxy af'Laneash&ra witnaaasé a ataa&y decreane

&n,marriagaaz

186@

. .68 ¥
-

IR e

. e %

&
> &
]

marr&agn 1n
The €hr13tmas Juarter
1555 F

This wes somewhat strangely offset by & small increase in the
birth-rate;
‘ - Births in
Th@ Mareh Quarter

O & .

1861 & o . - | BaTR
1362 s e b e e oF ’@92
13&3 'y "; & o @ a

Here, we neté that when we eamﬁéra tne,lant riaaré-ar_ek;£&7
“with the average of the three 9raeea&ng_#aars~~ﬁ&m§xy, 24,644 -
we discover an increase of 643 births, or 2.7 per cent. Even
ptranger is the deeraana of 737 4n zancaahxru 8 death-rate

Deaths in
The Mareh. Qmar:er

O.h‘f‘-

Jv ". > & » 17&915
This constitutes a four per sent decrsase as compared with &

20yp1d., 23 Pebruary 1863, p. 3.



5.2 pay cent incraase for Ingland and Wales. From thip |
comparidon of figures The Manohester Guandian ooncluded
that the "board ast mrmna am ‘wiﬁﬁt comittess must
have t:'rmmtxy ma, e:wthqﬁ, md » mngt.w the wen-
played during the nmﬁx', o tha ﬂat&aticn wmﬁé m‘m talé
‘& very giffevent tale 21" '

By Mugiet, 1863, the Statistical Soelety had addi-
" tional .rims on the death-rate and advized the sditor of
_%he Mancheter Quardisn t& kave "sufficient data before
»ammag eoncludions” ; o

The writer :m the Cuardisn xhema t!wb the déathe
in lancashire for the MAreh quarte i!, 63, ggm 73‘7
less than in the carrerponding @mr ofr L
he compased 1t with the avarage of thu 1&“ five &rﬁ s
he would have found that 1t was 610 in excess. Sines
the above was written; the Reglatrar General‘s wm
for the June guarter has bHeen weeim. Ita contents
fully confirm the impression prev! 1y mide, that the
low wortality of the March querter wes quite of an
aaazdmt’t character; and 4id not afford sufficient
go which to base any theary, The doeths pegis~
red m Lammro during the loat quarter are greatsr
than in any corresponding guarter for seversl years,
and are above 1,%@ in axcens of the average ar m
lashs f£ive years.,

In addition, the sverage death-vate under Pive years
of age from 1854 to 1851 was 39 .per cent of al) chiidven
born in Manchester.22 The mertality of Aamm’m,«hmmr,
was even 1n good times much higher than our rate, today.

®1msd., 9 May 1863, p. b,
221p3d., 7 Avgust 1863, p. 2.
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Bolow are the total births and deaths recorded in
Llatcaghive Dy the mxmtmr Genaral for !:he pardod 1859
1863

& & -8 & % ¥

Total aﬁ%@é‘ 312,308

The éemh»m%c tw 1859 was 583‘?7&?, & decrease of 3.5..5 per
cent over thip mvim year; in 1860, the mmber fell again
by slmost two pay cent, In 1861 we meet with & suddes rise
of 13.1 per cent. The naxt ysar was marked by s small de-
eling. In 1863, the deathrate ross 2,780 over 1862.~the
exact mawber was 67,211, or 8,841 higher than it stood in
1855, The cotton famine appaars to have had no infivence

in veducing the birth rate until 1863, and then only in
cemparison with the large srop of bables in 1852, The hirths
of 1863 were 1,717 balow thome of 1862, At the same tims,
howover, thay were Hbove the average of the five years by

2,483,2% a |
| The position of The Manchester Guandisn became ludi-
crous when it attewpted to lie with the sid of statistics.
Its attitude wam one of determined optimism, X the mill
hande Auffared, they mugt revember the really terrible cvisis

2hb40., 19 Pebruary 1864, p. 3.
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of 1847, Moreover, Ar the workers had not fallen prey to a
cotton famine, they must take comfort in the thought that
over-production would have robbed them of a livelihood.
Despite thelr personal knowledge to the contrary, vital
statistics proved that they were having more children and
dying more slowly. When The Manchester Guardian could ﬁe
longer ignorethe real extent and nature of the distress,
complacency turned to startled consternation. miaaatax"
was averted through aid provided by the British Government
and by voluntary nggtrabuﬁiéns; |

Although tn& cotton famine had been a long-foreseen
danger, adequite relief measures had not been taken for the
widespread unenploywent which devaiopaﬂ. Paviiamﬁnt-ﬂebmed
' yaraly%ed into ayathy by the hops that ‘the Amerilcan civil
" War would moon end. The local Committees and Guardians
looked to the Speddal Commissioner, Mr. Farnall, for de-
liverance; but he could providedno final solutich to this
very complex problem. Mr, Farnall, howsver, did take the
‘position that relief should be given, even though the re-
cipient aid not work for u‘l" This was agamae the philosophy
of the manufacturers and the Assistant Commissioner who had
instructed the Guardians that "an adequate smount of labour
should be required of every able-bodied man who was re-
1ieved." 25

251n1d., 27 December 1864, p. 3.
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Ae early as June, 1862, about 700 workers met in Man-
chegter to dendunce the Labour Test, which seewed especially
shameful because the mill hands felt that honest men should
not be forced "to perform that kind of Jabour which am‘n@n
;;..i’elana are vequired to perfem —~p&ckmg oakum oy 5x~mding
i corn in the uerkhauue.as o i

. * A month earlier, the Earl of Shafesbury in the House
of Leords had taken the side of the workers with this speech:
-~ It must be borne in mind thit these people were
deatitute from no cause which they could control.
were disposed to work if work could be found; but in
its sbaence, they were driven to ask relief. The en-
forcement of theée labour test, would be a most eruel and
© injudicious step, as many of the faetogg‘kanaa wers
employed in operations which required the most delicate
handling, and which could not be performed by persons
- whose hands were hardened by rough work, To seb such
persons to break stones, would be not only vo sxpose
them to much unnecessary suffering as a condition of
the relief afforded, dbut would ., . ., deprive them of
the means o %mmins their bread whm a revival of trade
taok :ﬁaaa.

Cut~door work, &awevar, was atvnngxy-aavuﬁatad by
tha cotton wanufaaﬁnmmr& who meadad tha &dla and discon-
tented migh#~bac¢m¢ ri¢t~prena %h»ir anx&ety garvadas
’tn&a»xezter n&gnad.by ten manufacturing firms and received
by the Ppar~iaﬁ Board:

' wa the uﬁdeﬁsignea awna»a an& managera at ¢#tt¢a
and siik wills in lancaster and its neighbourhoed, do

25zbaa;;.27 June 1862, p. 3.
2T1pid., 13 May 1862, p.'3.
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hereby c¢ertify that we dre of opinion that autdaar work
at this season of the year would not be 1nduriauu to .
able-bodied men uswally employed in mills; nor, except
»1ana~aanﬁ£nuad, unfit them for their ordinary occupa«

. tion, previded that such men be not kept at work im
~ wet weather nor required to perform an unreasonable task
. of work, We are also of opinien that it ia advisable to
require from able-bodied men who derive support from the
peor rate on ‘account of want of émployment the perfor-
mance of 4 proper guantity of work in return for the aid
. afforded them, rathag than that sush nen be auppertéd 1&
a state of inaction. 8 |
, Tﬁ¢ Jablaaa @attan uarkura,nab wishing ta ﬁagraﬂe X
uthemaelvma by doing work arﬁinariy paﬁzﬁrmcd by nrim&nazs,
'aamm inha aanrlimﬁ w&th the attiﬁude of manutgaturara ra-
luctant te auppﬁrt bhe werkarn in 1d1anesaa Naihher the
Poor-law au&rﬁianx nor any ather group could adeqn&tely
'fgrapgle thh the problem alone. The local ¢on$r&»n%&¢na
were rapidzr daarsaaing, anﬁ tﬁe eemmittaea felt 1% nﬁcesﬂ
sary to appeal ﬁa other sections of England. a9
A London Committee wapg rarmaa for caiieating aub~
‘seriptions and forwarding the funds to the t@wnah&ps most
in need. Even tha native marmhantx ©¢f Bombay aan% a dona-
tion.30 Money was also received ft@m auch«unloakad~fav
gources &s the affieerﬁ and crew of Her nadcaty'a ship 8t.
Geovge, as well as fxom & garriaan;at soldiers.31 By March,

1863, oantribu&i@aa recelived byglana promised %@ﬁ,ﬁhe‘laaal

Qaggmﬁ., 27 December 1864, p. 3.
291bid;, 28 April 3.862, p. 3.
39§§§g., 17 July 1862, p. 2.
311b3d., 11 February, 1863, p. 3.



29
comnittees amounted to 858,000, one-fourth of which had:
been raised in the cotton districts, while the remainder
came from the General Relief Committee and the London Com-
mittee; 32

The Special Commissioner, Mr. Farnall, felt that
riore could have been contributsd by the cotton mamufacturers.
To the éharge'af yaraimqﬁy,'thﬁ maﬁufaa#urera‘replzéd that
they did not consider the Committees efficient in the dise
 tribution of their alms, They claimed that they were per-
feotly ready to spend many "thousands of pounds (indeed, as
many thousands a8 may be nedded) to Re@g'thair_wark'peasla
in coufort."33 Rather than subscribe to the gemeral fund,
some manufacturers prererred to purehase cotton and wark
‘their mills at a loss. R

At first, velief for tﬁe'ungmplqyéd ¢ould be obe
tained by being recommended to a committee, which would
then supply tickets to be exchanged at a store for bra
and oatmeal. 'aﬁea#ianally, a ticket might be th:

2 quart of soup. If one were 111, then one becsme eiig:vas
for ricae, cooos, sugar, and tea,34 Later, the public soup
kitchens opened in Manchester te provide bread and soup for

one penny.35

321p14., 14 March 1863, p. 4.
331b1d,, 8 Septewher 1862, p. 3.
341h1d., 16 April 1862, p. 2.
Bmid., 1 may 1862, p) 3.
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By October, 1862, a scheme was suggested whereby the
. public kitchens would be operated by wnempleyed working girls. 36
The mmm:ur Statistical Soclety suggested that:

i The girls should, in rotation, be drawn in groups to
ﬂm ;mbl:m waah hmes as well ag the public #mm
eatakblishnents éa segulre soge Imowledpe of housé-
Boia duties. “ineir o ccoupations should be Turther varied

by thelr. ba:}.ng instructad on certain days in the laws of
health, and the best methads of miﬁiatemg A8 nurses,
to the aick, . . . They should have the opporiunities
of scquiring a knowledge of the geneval range of domestic

- fubles, together with coclking and preparing food in &
simple and economlcal manner. Large nmumbers mmm thus
b4 capable of supplying a want feif in all %: %ﬁm*
nawely, ar properiy qualified household Mm

By -?amar, 1863, the various committees hed placﬁa

8!4, aéums in ‘schools and wwm classes or in some m
of work., This mar grew to 95,000 1in Pebruary.38  arter
tha erisis mmad a pemmnﬁ ¢md§.t3.m, a Public Works A@t
was brought ramm by Pamz’&mnh. The law was designed tog

absorh in mmmi.pa:l and m:ttar;r Liprovements the labour

of as many unemployed operatives aau afied> yeananable

training, could earn the ammmr wages of outdoor

labour at guch work. . , Sush opeérativos as either
eould not £ind work on mm improvements, or were

slaally incapable of garning ordinary wages by
gggz' lahgz‘ were the mémur eha.rga of the ml £
sommittecs, 39

Despits ite tardy arrival, the Publie Woxks Act was
regarded by The Manchester fuardian ss & "refuge in times
of exisnsive commercial dissster i*mv ‘the uneapioyed, and

35%;, 17 October 3.35%-- P 2.
3T1pid., 26 Maren 1863, p. 2.
301bid., 14 March 1863, p. 4.
391014., 27 January 1864, 9. 2.
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the sole means by which the labour ¢laapes can be then maine
tained, without ailowing them to sink into the slough of
pauperisp," 40
In its news concerning the uneamployed, The Nanchester
Guardian veflected the viewpoint of the prosperous middie
¢lass, The manufacturing interests feared that labor weuld
be corrupted by charity into the enjoyment of idleness; there-
fore, the Labour Test must be enforced. The hanest mill hands
detested the work of felons and paupers. Not having chosen
unemployment, they resistsd the Iabour Tept in. wbiie meatings
and demomatrations.
The manufacturers had no notion of being ruined along
with mzx mwma. The employers had made thelr own wealth
and looked ¢m 1t as their own to do with as they liked. They,
therafore, welcimsd the Public Works Act which relieved then
of the responsibility of charity. Iu order to keep the radb-
ble occupled, howaver, the middle clasa ﬁi@ sponsor public
‘waeh houses, seup kitehens, yeading rooms, and schools. The
workers found these institutions useful, if not lLuurious,
Emigration of workers was discouraged ay thelr loes would
_eventually force up the price of skilled labor, Dus to family
ties the majority of workers vemained in Lancaghive, where
they awaited better times,

401b3d., 27 December 1864, p. 3.



CHAPTER IIZ
THE REFORM MOVEMENT AND NEGRO EMANCIPATION

The cotton workers believed that the American Civil
War had been brought about by a superior moral cause--smanci-
pation.  The mere existence of slavery anywhere was an_ affront
to the dignity of labor everywhere. Should the South win, the
.. continuange of slavery would, in some distant way, prove &
threat to labor, -Throughout the war, labor deplorsd the in-
atitution and denouncsd the South as the
» « o abettors of slavery and the enomics of liberty,
an sverlasting curse to mankind, and by their revelt
agalnst the most liberal govermment im tho world they
have thrown the whole continent of America, and every
part of the .civiliged world, into a state of mipory,
privation, ang suffering that neither tongue nor pen
can describe. e SRR
When labor eriticized the North, 1t was for moving
too slowly in opposing slavery.  Labor was impatlent to see
‘$he Negro gain his freecdom; hencs, z&ﬁéﬁln‘&:yaliay‘muaeivad
this severs critisism from the workers meeting a4t Blackburn:
In proof that 1t wag not ah dnti-slavéry war, the
moment General Fromont declared the freedom of the
siaves; President Lincoln annulled the decrce, and
removed Fremont from his command., . . . Hence 1t was
clear that the war was not one against the institutlion
of slayvery. but for the agprandisement of the North at
. the expense of the South.= - . L

lmhe Manchester Guarﬁian, 1 May 1862, p. 3.
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The British worker knew little raclal feeling and
had no cohception of color as s faotor dividiag worker from
ﬁ@ﬁkﬁt;'¢r<maa«£rém‘man§'%h&vaf§ra.~he‘rasaatad.t&e South's
oause as fanatical when hé vead South Carclins's Slaveownars'

‘°nealaratien*

| Ve, the gtaten whose r&yraaenﬁativuﬁ have aub~
seribed to the following aeelarabion, do hereby assert

and affirm
, ail wankind have a perfaéb and equal right to
rreeﬂem it they can keep it.
é their being unable to keep it ia a praaf that
they hava ne right to it.

That the presence of any colouring matter in skiny
as in weter, is a proof, offered by nature, of the in-
feriority of the article,

That we have heard, with unutterable disgust and
contempt, that professor Owen considers Adam and Eve
to have ¢oloured skins, and that we should like to
leave the said~profe3§¢r without any skin at all.

" mhat alavary ig thﬁ most hmmane inatitugaqn in %he
worldd; for, insemuch as half the sorrows of white per-
song arise from the sorrows of their husbands, wives,
or echildren in forbidding a race %o have any husbands,
wives, or children to c¢all their own, we dgpr&ve that
race of one half the suffering we undergo.

Despite the condition of the slave, the Lincoln ad-
ministration moved slowly, slmost, it seemed to observers,
with reluctence, towards the geal of cmancipation, None of
the steps publicly taken to that objective went very far
toward a&rang@héniﬁg‘the position of Northern supporters

abroad.

31bid., 24 January 1861, p. 4.
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Lincoln had eariier stated hia position with these
well-known words:

If I could save the uhien without freeing any slave,
I woitld do 1t; and if E ecould do it by fraeing all tna
slaves, I would do it .7

~As the war progressed, emancipation became a necessary instru-
‘ment of policy designed to bring about a ﬂartharn;vietaayl
In this letter, Iincoln defended his policys

: It was in the oath I took, that I would to the best
of wy ability, premerve, protect; and defend the con-
stituxien of the United States., I could not také office
without taking the cath., . . . Was it poesible. to lose
the nation and yet preserve the constitution? . . . I
folt that measures, otherwise unconstitutional, might
beconme lawful by beecoming indidpensable te the preser-
vation of the constitution through the preservation of
the nation. . . When, early in the war, General Fre-
mont attempted military emanaiggtian, X forbade 1t,
because I did not think it an indispensable necessity.
When a little later General Cameron, thén sécretary of
war, suggested the aming of the blacks, I cbjected,
because I did not yet think it an indispensable neceg-
sity. Wwhen, still later General Hunter attempted mili-
tary emancipation, I again forbade it, because.I did not
yet think indispensable necessity had come.. When;
in March, ana May, and July, 1862, 1 made earnest and
successive appeals to the Barﬁer statea to favour com-
pensated emanelpation, I belleved the indispensable
necessity for military emaneipation and arming the blacks
would come uniess averted by that measure, Théy dé«
clined the proposition; and I was, in my best Judgment,
driven to the alternative of either surrendering the
Union, and with it the constitution, or of laying st
hand upan tha coloured element. I chose the latter..

In gther words, the war became more anq more critical, and
as a result the slaves were to be given their freedom,

“nxanamd Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition
" and the Men Who Made It (New Torur AIrred Ao RiopFs T957), Bo 130.

Sohe Manchestér Guardian, 13 May 1864, p. 3.
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Iincoln waited until the rather dubious victory at
Antietau, September 17, 1862, before issulng his preliminary
) 'Mﬁm’b&m Melmtﬁm " uhieta pmewaad fm his capacity
| as W&w&n«»m«. m mnmmt ﬁa:!é that on and
after J‘amw 1, .1&63, au n&amm in any a%te nmn ina
“_'ttat: of ubaii&m, ar m any x:art at such a #’h&t& as tm
m:mm m:!.gne ﬁauimu, would then be dw&am !‘m&: and
the niiitary powar of ﬁk@ Mted %@atﬁa mm be mmi to en-
sure this &raeﬁmﬁ -

In mx:am, nany mga:ded %he pProzlamation am
aarrymg m m; South a threat ai' siave mbe:umm The
| pro-Southern a}.mm ws quick to emphasize this danger
" when it wet in m‘mmal to éanwma i;ha pm&lmatﬁm with
these wo*dm | L
| 1t [the Buancipstion Prosiamstion] mist either be
null ana void oy one of its results must be a revolt
of the slaves; which would be attended by enormoun
bloodshed and destruction of property. The slaves,
however, must wltimately auccumb, for while the;
gﬁhﬁm ‘z‘?u:f :?,xuma » . m mﬁ:aa xsmnb@md eignt
. Both the éanaar af a slave mmlﬁ and maeiyatma could
have heon averted by a pesceful return to the Union, but
the BSouth had ¢o be broken before 1V would yield. YNew wars
have been fme with such implacable rage by both antagonists.

6&0:&: in P, Thomas, Ab mnmm (New York:
ﬂm A mp’; 1952 3 ﬁ. é&n‘ra‘m

Tthe Manchester Guardian, 19 January 1863, p. 2.
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The arigtoeratic press of Britain received the Proc-
lamation with alarm and derision. The Times thundered:

~ The Emancipation Proclamation is an incitement to

apeasgination. In truth, it is nothing else, and can

| mean nothing else. . . 8

In a fit of purple prose, The Times lator resorted to name-

calling: S |

Is the name of Lincoln uitimaﬁaly to be classed in

the catalogue of monzters, wholesale asgeaseins and
butcheyrs. of their kind? . , . When bloed begins to
fiow and shriesks ccme piercing through the darimess,
Mr. Lincoln will walt until the rising flames telil
that all 18 consunmated, and then he will »ud his handas
-and think that revenge is sweet, . . .

Such eriticism was indesd extreme, The Proclamation,
'henavar; seemed t§ lack the.qualaty of éatinitiv& action.
Lord Russell in a despateh to Lord Lyons, dated January 17,
1353, gave an indication of some perplexity when he wrote:

The proclamation of the President of the United
States, snclosed in your Iordship‘'s despatch , . .
appears to be of a very strange nature, It professes
to emancipate all slaves in places whers the United
States authorities cannot exercise any Jjurisdiction
or make emancipation a reality; but it does not decrae
emancipation of slaves in any states or parts of states
occupied by Federal troops, and subject to United
States Jurisdiction, and where, therefore, emancipation,
if decreed might have been carried into effect. . . .
The proelamation, therefore, makes slavery at once
legal and 1llegal, . . . 'Thers seems to be no declaration
of principle adverse to slavery in this proclamation,
It is a measure of war, and a measure of war of a very
questionable kind,l0

8the Times, 14 October 1862.
9Ipid., 21 October 1862,
10me Manohester Guardian, 16 March 1863, p. 3.
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Lord Russell missed the fact that with every Northern
advance the Proclamation extended its field of force, More-
over, this act of policy pointed to a general diveotion.
Whatever means might be adopted towards eventual smancipa-
tion, only a complete Northern defeat could now reverse the
movement towards constitutional emancipation. The war from
that time was bound to aésume the character of an anti-slavery
¢rumade~--a conclusion that did not escape the British worker
in his own movement for Parliamentary reform.

Lincoln's phllosophy of government had a pecullar
atiraction for the disenfranchised Britiesh worker. Lincoln
believed that American government was the world's testing
‘ground of the principlegthatva1i4m¢n are ocreated equal; the
prineiple that what gpvbrnmanﬁ owes to individuals is the
opportunity to rise by merit and to control their public
afiairw by majority rule; tﬁaﬁ republican institutions could
prove to the world that public order might be combined with
private opportunity.il

The Emancipation Proclamation was the decisive weapon
that the North's supporters needed to let 1in the stemmed tide
of Northern sympathy. The first three months of 1863 saw an
extraordinary increase in working class meetings, the product
of an enthusiasm and a unity of purpose that Parliasment could
not mueh longer ignore.

113. C. Allen, Great Britain and the ﬁnited States:
A History of Anglo-A 3_ Relat] “(NeWw York:
B, M5§§¥nT§ ;va;a,; ic




38
on the eve of Emanéipaﬁién;.ﬁéeemberf31,-1863. large
meat&nga"in_iandén.anafﬁanﬁhasﬁér hailed the new eva. and
heard rousing chéers of enthusiasn for Anglo-American under-
standing. - mh$=apakeaman‘a,.the workera' interést nou became
move vocal than ever before about the connbéetion between
the cause of reform and the cause of the Union. Inithis
vein,*ﬁrlfw3r$l~9ﬁratar¢'a'frienﬁ.af the North in Parliament,
declarsds. ' | ' CL |
v o «'it was time for Bradford man and for Ybrkahir&man
ganeralzy to show that they had not forgotten their
love of Trosdom, and that they condemned the system -
which treated the labourer as a beast of burden, It
wan high time to hold a meeting againat nlaveyy even
-though that slavery was American, the greatest develap~
ment of that vile system whiech had ever existed in the
- world, and even though it had caused this terrible war,
. wileh for the %time it had lasted, had been the most
' bloody that ever was lmown in the history of the wcrxa‘la
| L&aealn had moved firat ta save the ﬂnian. and had
aaid that he uould, if naaassary, ha#a abhievad thiﬁ ﬁﬂd
" without rmaing a single slave. The m-:man enthuamaca |
ignarcd tha refinamanta which seemeﬁ ta belong té the atrat»
egy of ths war; ?¢ ‘them the war waa not really campraheﬁaiva
'ualaaa tha aboliﬁian of s;avery wara viewaa ap 1#» prinaipxa
abjaat. ﬂhea Bwight asked the queatinn, "Iﬂ tnaru a man,hara
that daubts fer a mnment thaﬁ the ebsecv of this war-an ﬁhﬂ
part of bha 8au£h nhn bagan the war ia to maintain the bamﬂaga

of faur mixlzans er human beinsa?”~“nin anﬁienee reapomded

mmﬁ. W Guardian, 30 January 1863, p. 3.
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with a ringing--"Noi"13 By the march of events, the strategy
had been brought into ¢collaboration with the-prinéipies of
the abolitionists.

~ 'The meetings b@@ama»mévavambitiwuﬁ; On xanuaryveé,"
1862, a major gathering was held in Exeter Hall, ILondon, in
which these resolutions were made:

o plenSi e, Tilted States for e sitneAte

lzads to both, No recognition at all until they eman-

cipate. ©No Jealous and gpiteful wish to see the United

States dismembered, impoverlshed and ruined, Emancil-

pation and réunian;~»(ﬁraﬁraﬁtﬁd'aheering,)i“ L

The Aééfiaan Civil VWar made abparenﬁ-tha grﬁfﬁuﬁd
ehaém'bgbweeﬁ the upper and lower ¢lasses in Britain, 1t
was quite patent that the British worksr was anxlous to ex-
press his zeal, not only for emancipation, but for the triumph
of republican prineiples and institutions over the aristocracy
of the South. The British worker had demonstrated his ethical
superiority av&?-&h@ élas&%hi@h had sided wiﬂh the morally
bankrupt South and this position gave him an immense advan-
tage in his own struggle for the vote.

A graét;meeting'an the American question--a distinctiy
working-class demonstration of Bolidsrity with the North--
invited, as ité speaker, John Bright, tha»ﬁtauﬂaheaﬁ champion
of the North in ?arliam&nt and'1ﬁng an advocate df‘the exten«

;339%55?‘19:Becamber 1862, p. 3.
1“%:# 31 January 1863, p. 6.
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sion of the vote at home, Bright addraaéadvthé workers in
london's St. James's Hall on March 26, 1863, For Nerthern
victory and pari&amentary rafaﬁm, Bright's words did not
spare tht‘ariaﬁoéﬁagyt S

. Privilege thinke 1t has a great interest in 1%,
and every morning with blatant voice it comés into
your streets and curses the Ameérican yepublie, It
has beheld an affiicting spectacle for ¥y years
past, for it has beheld 30,000,000 of men happy and
progperous, witheut Emperor; without King; without
the surroundings of a Court; without nobles§ except
such ap are made by eminence, and are entitled to
the name by virtue; without bishops and state priests,
as the sole vendors of the law which works salvation;
without great ammies ox great navies; without great
debt, and without great taxation, Privilege has shude-
dered at what might happen to 0ld Eurepe if this great
experiment should sueceed, but you who are striving
after a better time, you who are struggling upwards
towards the light with slow and painful steps, you
have no cause to look with Jealousy upon a country
which among all the great nations of the globe is

that ih which labour has m&t-nithntgg-higheak honour
and has reaped its greatest preward.*”

He dwelt on the Southern philosophy of labor and amphasized
the right of the trade socleties to maintain the rights of
industry. In the Southern outlook, Bright declared; it was
not only black men who wers to be slaves
But they have in the Southern States a specifilc for all
these differences between capital and labour. They say
they make the labourer capital, that the free system of
Eurepe 1s a rottén system, that they are to get rid of

1t and wake all the 1abauweggﬁﬁa’mu¢h eapital, and the
property of the aapita11#t§.<

RN

151p1d., 27 March 1863, p. 3.
- 361b14:, po 3.
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_In Lancashive, as elsewhere, the Ewaneipation Proc-
lamation freed and clarifled the whole flood of long-restrained
mien's meéeting in December, 1868,

emotion., At a london workir
John Bright had said:

. The tradea' unlons are not political bodies, they are
bodies of operatives united together to promete and de-
fend their soclal interests; and I believe this is the
first occasion on which they have come out as a united
Egdy to pub%%qu express an opinion on a political queg-
DILONS & & o ‘ 4

On January 1, 1863, a gﬁ&aﬁ meeting in.wagehgatar;
presided over by ;hé Mayor, adopted an asddress to Lineeln
warmly approving his work and declaring that slavery was
‘the enly thing that had léssenad thﬁ‘peeple'a sympathy wiﬁhl
ﬁhé'ﬁniteé States. When one ¢onsiders the ééa@i#uti@n.aﬁ'

_ the cotton workers, described in previous chapters, this
letter s a vemarkable display of admiration and support of
Lincoln: |

Since we have dlscermed . . . that the victory of
the free North . . . will strike off the fetters of the
slave, you have attracted our warm and earnest sympathy.
We Jjoyfully honour you, as the President, . . . for many
decislve steps toward practiecally exemplifylng your be-
lief in the words of your great founderg: 'All men are
created free and equal.’ | ,

) ) » . . . T BT 3 - . ., £ * L) L [ L] » L
-« « the vagt progress you have made in the short space
of twenty months fills us with hope that every staln on
your freedom will shortly be removed, and that the erasure

of that foul blot upon c¢ilvilisation and Christianity--
chattel slavery--during your Fresidency will cause the
name of Abraham Lincoln to be honoured and revered by
posterity. We are certain that such a glorious consum-
mation will cement Great Britain to the United States

1T1bid., 5 May 1863, p. 4.



ho

in close and enduring regards. OCur interests, moreover,
are identifled with yours. We are truly one people,
though locally separate. And if you have any ill-wishers
here, be assured they are chiefly those who oppose liberty
at home, and that they will be poweriess to stir up
quarrels between us, from the very day in which your
country becomses, u@deniggly\and“withnut exception, the
homofbh&fme.... K )

Iincoln was well aware of the importance of these
expressions of sympathy. He had been evidently moved by the
patient support already received from the workert when he
‘maéenthig,memarable reply %Q~ﬁhe-wark&ng‘men of Manchester:

, I kmow, and deeply deplore, the eufferings which
the working men at Manchester, and in all Europe, are
called to endure in this eriéis. It has been often
and studiously represented that the attempt to over-
throw this govermnrent; which was bullt on the founda-
tion of human rights, and to substitute for it one
which would reft exclusively on the basis of human
slavery, was likely to obtain the favour of Europs.
Through the action of cur disloyal eitizens, the
working men of Europe have been subjected to severe
trigls, for the purpose of forecing their sanction to
that attempt. Under the circumstancea, I cannot but
regard your decisive utterances upon the question as
an example of sublime Christlian heroism whi¢h has not
been surpassed in any age or in any country. . . .1

Iincoln had always bellieved that the general fate
of free government was involved in that of the American
. experiment. His famous speech at Gettysburg stated the
eaéence of the doctrine that 1t was the mission of the
American Union to vindicate popular govermment. For Lin-
coln, therefcri, the solid sympathy ef the British cotton

1aibid.; 1 January 1863, p. 3.
191bid., 11 Fedbruary 1863, p. 3.
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‘workers, who had suffered in the finerican cause, must have
some ag & warm and gratifying gift.

The dignified conduct of the cotton workers of Lan-
saghire made its fmpression on one of the most important.
political minds of the coming generation--(ladstone's, In
May, 1864, he publiely stated that the workers' conduct de-
served to be considered when the suffrage franchise came to
be reformed. During the course of this speech he declared:

1 venture to say thaf»ﬁvéwy.man who 15 not presunably
incapacitated by some consideration of personsl unfitness
or of political danger, is morally entitled to come
within the pale of the constitution,20

In making this statement, Gladstons placed himself at
the head of a party which was to become identified with the
progress af‘sbgaiah democracy--free trade, equal taxation,
the education of the magses, and the extension of suffrage.

| Extensive agitation for the purpose of calling upon
Parliament to bring in a measure of reform was carried on
in a campaign directed by the National Reform Union, With
confidence 1t declared:

If Parliament did not grant reform, there were the
people to appeal to, and they would never fall to sup-
port those who served them honestly. . . . The working
classes, especlally those of lLancashire, had shown their
fitness for reform, and , . . the safety and prosperity

of the empire could Qaiy be preserved and promoted by a
comprehensive reform.

(3 vols.; New York: The WMachillam Company, 1903), 1I, P. 126,
2lmhe Manchester Guardian, 2 February 1865, p. 3.

—— ” A % o
John Morley, The Life of Willlam Ewart dladstone
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The final triumph of Northern arms was Joyously

¢laimed as & victory for the reform interests in Britain.
-Reyublaaaniam had been on trial,  Under such a. strain a8

'few mqnaruhman and ampirea eaulﬁvha?a auyparted, damaﬁratie
&nntitutians had ataed firm, xvsrwwhera the ayokesmen of the
- working -classes aﬂ& refarmist ai&e prcclaimad their profound
<faatiaraetzon with the result. The victory had vindicated
<fpnpular gavarnmant, anﬁ @@anad the ﬂnitad States to Buropean

amxgrantt and ¢$tab1ishea at eha aame time the rights and

‘dignity of labar. The cause’ of the»mﬁrth had been tha cause
of 3ab¢r; the North's triumph was xabav'a triumph.
' The sﬂddea.nawa of Lincoln's a;saasinatian gave the
l»ﬁhﬁlﬁfﬂmitinh‘na%ian a convulsive shock. To the working
pecple of Bidtain the loss was personsl. Huge crowds gathered
in meetings of tribute, such as the one at Birmingham, in
fsﬁach‘éha'failauing reﬁﬁiuﬁian waé adaﬁted" '

That this maaﬁi aaairaa ‘to express the deepest re-
gret at the irreparable loss which the people of the
United States of America have sustained by the untimely
death of President Iincoln; that this meeting. regards
with horror and detestation the erime by which the
Prosidentts life was gscrificed; and that on behalf and
4in the name of the inhabitants of Birmingham this meeting
respactfully offers to the Government and people of the
United States the most sincere and earnest sympathy under

the calamity which has befallen them; and that gn address
of sympathy be alsc transmitted to Mr. Seward 2

, Qamm,, 29 April 1865, p. 5.
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AS a pérsonal expression of their sympathy the workers
of Manchester addrested this létter to Lincoln's widow:

Xt 1£ not for us to invade the privacy of domestic
sorrow, nor fitting that we should add to the sharpness
of your grief by characterising as it deserves the deed
which has deprived you of a husband and your country of
its chief magistrate. We desire, howevar, to éxpress
our deep sympathy with you in this meurnful afflietion,

- and our earnest hope thati you may be supported through

- the trial by the consclousness that your husband, though
¢alled to the helm in the midst of tempest and storm,
never failed to respond to the e¢all of duty, and that
shroughout a peried of unparalleled difficulty he has

. guided. the affairs of the nation in a manner which will
ever connect his name with all that is joble, magnanimous,
and great in your country's history. H}s name will be
%ggggiatgd g%thitha cause of human freedom throughout all

namééln'asﬁﬁrans presénce had prgsidéd over the des-
tiny of Ameriea'éndfhad become The image in which his sountry
tiap seen, Hism qa&li:ies had gmarzad,aé;owly, with the pro-
gress of the war. In a late teibute to Lincoln, The Times

recognized this fact:

- The guality of Mr, Linceln's Administration which
served, however, more than any other to enlist the . .
sympathy of bystanders was its conservative progress,

He felt his way gradually to his ¢onciusions, and those
who will comparetthe different stages of his career one
with another will find that his mind was growing through-
out the course of 1t.24 :

Lincoln, & man of humble birth and beginnings, had
risen by merit and the cholce of the peoplé to the highest
elective office in the world, The equality of man, the

231p34., p. 5. | o
2h41p14., quoted from The Times, 28 April 1865, p. 3.
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dignity of labor, and the right to move upward in the social
seale wers infectious concepts which had made Lincoln the
representative of the workers throughout the world, ILike
Iincoln, they helieved that the mogt importemt function of
& free soclety uas. to give ite: common men rmaﬁm and oppor~

tusity to make their own way.



STER GUARDIAN SHLP-REVEALED

Conservative in its outlook, The Manchester Guardian
z‘mﬁ ewarsumw for mm emthm thsn praise i1 the con-
ﬁm% of mm:&* the North or m South, At first, it had m«- ‘
anm f&%ﬂbl&y to the North with & prophecy that "Mp. m@m
will te mumm w every m of sense and ahﬁmtw in the
Nw&hs and the Mliﬁ @p&&&m af Burope and the world will
eagerly go along with him."l The South soen décreased 1ta
popularity when it burned cotton in a misgulded attempt to
win diplomatic maom&tmn.?

At the beginning of the war, The Manchester Guardien
gave iittle amammﬁ 'm the South and expressed sympathy
with the cause of the North. It was repelled by the "vio-
lence of Southern aaadmzu, the treason of & section of the
President's Cabinet, and the wealmess of M. Buchanat, . . ."3

With oracular ins; ight, 4t predicted:

ron 123 858 S te o R FonelbIy o 8 o0 e

mm:ed The greater their ! succons, the greater |
must be theis ultimate mumstliati i *

| 1%9 mnchutav ammm quoted from the Momr

?mm., 14 Ootober 1861, p. 4.
31bid., quoted from The Times, 8 February 1861, p. 4,
41vid., quoted from the Beonomist, 6 May 1861, p. 4.
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More and wore, ,&g Manchester Guardian followed the
traditional interests of the British middle classes, rather
than any sentimental attachment for either belligevent, The
North's cause f£irst lost support with the pasassge of a tariff
regarded by many Englishmen as "high and unsystematic.”> In
its wrath over this unjust act, The ‘Manchester Quardian devoted
a m.lm to a blistering ﬁ&tv&w on American dmamar:
_Cevtain) + the most wmmnm amwaey it e
cbvious, armn no sscurity shatever to any mg ion,
either for . . . respect for the rights and interests
of others, or for the simplest principlex of morality
or jJustice. The narrowest aligamhy, the most arbi-
trary mtwmt » could scarcely have acted with harder
or mors unblushing class-pelfishnass, could gcarcely
have displayed greater ignorance and disregard of all
economic laws, mn have been manifested, in the matter
az‘ the new Protective Tariff, by the mntm, comsIe -
$al, ochloeratic republic which has been ascustomed
ta ham 1tself up to the world as an object of supreme
envy, admiration, and almont worship. . . .0
The American Civil War had created a regrettable and ugly
Antrusion on the peace of the world, while the tariff
threatened an interruption to business as usual,
The American Civil War was, of: sourse, much more
than an interruption to British commercial interests. The
' presence, however, of a moral issue in the conflict was dif-
ficult to discern while the Federal attitude towards slavery

rezained ambiguous. Iincoln's assertion that he would not

‘5:. H, ez,aphm An Econemic Histo
(3 vols.; london: Cambridge Unive "'r'i"iﬁ"%z

6mhe Manchester Guardisn, quoted from the Economist
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interfere with slavery where 1t already existed resulted in
a loss of falth in the North's cause,  To the end of the war,
The Manchester Guardian remained aynieai.abant,émancipgtaéa;
agreeing with Lord Russell that "the Novth is fighting, not
for abolition of slavery, but fer empire."7

This attibude ¢ontrosted strongly with the intengely
pro-Northern sentiment of the cotton workers, who eventusily

came to yedent the very concept of neutrality. The cause
they veyraa¢n§¢é=xa£ so pre-eminently Just in ﬁh&ir eyee, HO
obviously worthy of the ewpport of mankind, that a newspaper
not sharing thair.¢nthu$iaam‘had to be pro-slave.

At the famous workers' meeting called to draft a
letter of support for President Lincoln, one of the speakers
characterized ﬁ%efﬁanchastﬁr Guardian as obstructionist:

. . . he [the speaker] and others had been goaded to
the calling of that meeting by the remarke mide from
time t¢ time by the Manchester Guardian, as the working
men of this daistriet desired To set thongelves right
with the world., He belleved Abraham Lincoln to be one
of the greatest constitutionzl] monarchwe of the present
age .~«{Heay, hear.) They who maligned him would do well
to conpare him with the merarchs of Prussia and Austria
and with the ex-King of Naples. ILincoln was a noble
spectacle in the history of the world, for no monarch
had ever stuck so teénacilously to the constitution of him
couvntry. Thome who now found fault with the North weére
the same who formerly blamed the demoeracy of the United
States for maintalning slavery. They were afraid that
Af America continued to rimse as it had in the past, and
becameé one consolidated power over a vast continent
with 1its affalrs regulsted as they had not been regu-
lated in Europe, 1t would be teco powerful agcexammla for
then to be able to resist manhood suffrage.©

TIbid., editorial, 22 Pebruary 1865, p. 2.
Sibié., 1 Janvary 1863, p. 3,
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Qb av&iﬁ andarsing the ﬁxtanaién af uurfraga to the
Britiah warkera, it waD parhapu naceaaary that The Manchester
Guardian rationalize tba ﬁmer&ean Civil War as s Federal war
af aggraaaian an& no* aa & wa“ ta rrae the davntrqﬁaen._ In

any case, its pmvtcund d&atruat of the peopls*s w&aﬂam can
. he. ’#nnﬁ n 1tq ¢wn words: ' s

D e e @ t&ere ara a 3reat many paopl& who will ﬁenht that
the working classes are suffisiently instructed to be
1t to exercise a suprems control over the interests of
their own body, to say nath;ns,ar those of the nation.>

Although eynical abnnt tha North's ecouse anﬁ dig-
thruatful akout extanéing the franen&ae at home, The mannhauter
Guardian did nqt side with the Ganﬁad&ragg,and‘alavary. From
(thg-baginﬁing.éf the war, 1t ha&‘éhaqn.bastility to that in-
stitution with these comments quobted froms Mr. ﬁngge;&;.ape* |
elal correspordent of ?he Times :

There¢ 18 onhe atereaty@ad aentence which I am tirved
of«~'Qur nagrossg, sir, are the hapvlest, the most con-
tented, and the best off 6f sny veople in the worid.t
Thé viclence and reitevansy of this formula cause one
to inguire whether anythinz which demanda guch insgis-
tance is really irn the dondition predicsted, and for

. myself, say, 'It inay be 5o, but is yet Y do net see the
proof of it. g%a negroes éa nat look ta be what you
say they ave.'

After srzamining the negroes' condition on the wiantatien of
an ex-governor of lowisians, M¥. Russsll veported:
It struck me more and more, 28 I examined the ex-

presgion of the faces of the slaves all over the South,
that deep deSectiaa is the prevailing, 1if not universal,

91pid., editorial, 20 January 1865, p. 2.
101p1d., quoted from The Times, 19 June 1861, .p. 3.
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mdtien for the “great cotton mm of the world":
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.mmn,mm_ od, well fed, and clothed,
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A far different pioture of negro sententment with
the abstract quasticn of freedom is painted inm this letter
from & women in South Cawolinmt
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m;p_ ++ quoted from The Times, 13 July 1861, p. 6.
1%“»; lﬂ ”bmw 3363«1 ﬁ& 3;

131814,, quoted from the New York Times, 5 January
1861, p. g&‘-“”“‘“ ’ Hew Yorlk Tims, 5 Jamusry
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Th& SQuth taok gwaeautions againet & slave upritins
uith thaue measures, reported by The Timds éarrenpandent,
Mr. Euaaaila

I parcelve that there are repgular patrols and
watchuen at night, who look after levees and the ne-

. groes; a nuwber of doge are also loosed, but I am as-
sured . . . that these dogs do not tear the negroes,

- they ars taugnt to catch and mumble them totreat. them
gs 8 ratr%svnr well broken uses a wild duck, Next day
I left . . . in no degree satlafied that even with his
care and knndnest the ‘domestioc institution’ can be
renderad toleradble or defanaibla, 1f it be olice con-
¢eded that the negro is & gﬂan baiug witn a aau& or
with %na faeliagz of & man.,:

Thﬁ moral bankruptey ef tha suutha cause became
Aﬁaintully glaring in a 1¢tter nvitten to aypaal to the
moneyed snteratts ¢£'Br1tain; buz'muaﬁ h&ve aliﬁnatad then,
as avawy*oza§s~wlanﬁawnara, raetorw ouners, and the mags of
‘British panp1¢~~hated slavery. The cormissioner for the
Confederate States, Mr. Yancey, had written:

My misgion here 18 not to ask for an appraval of,
nor yet to apolegise for, the laws of the Confederate
States and the opinions of thelr people; it is simply
to obtain a rec gmit&on of those States as & govern-
ment, whose people are producers of cotton, tobuacco,
corn, and naval stores, and who depire to offey to manu~
facturing Rurope the benefits of free trade in the
peaceful interchange of those valuable products for
the woollen, ecotton, silk, and hardware fabrics ¢f the
014 World, unrestricted and untaxed by prohibitory
tarifrs. In view of that great objeet, any discussion
of the internal or domestic laws of the Confederate
States is irrelevant. Our system of labour is our own,.
injuring no other country, for which no others are
responsible to dod or tg man, and about which we will
treat with no country.l

1“Ibid., quoted from Ths Times, 13 Jnly»zasx, . 3.
15Xb1d., 27 January 1862, p. 3.
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Without redlizing it, Mr. Yancey had served the cause
of the North better than many of its most dedicated propa-
gandists. Although the cause of the Confederacy was & bad
- “one, the caurags and ability with which it was fought in the
field ¢xc1teé aﬁmiration and respect. 15 Ta\whe Manchestér
Guarﬂian, the cause ¢f the North rﬁmained forever doubtful
ana the lack- nf ability with which it was supportea aroused

disgust. ‘ B R |
.Aiiitnraugh the war, thers had been apparent in the
Northern states the action of two mubtually contradictory
feelings with regard to Great Britain, There had been, in
the first place, an anxléty to get favorable British opinion.
On the other hand, Americans believed in internationsl dip-
lomacy based on a show of strength. Such strength was, of
course, mistaken for menace and abuse. ‘Amerieafa.aubivaxént
feelings were exposed when the New York Journal of Commerce
suggested that Britain "leave qff‘pariayins.witn the rebellion
as if we thought its swpporters might one day be our friends;"
assume a "friendly position towards the American government,
and "withdraw our récegnition of the rebels as belligerents .17

The Manchestér Guardian's reaction was & pecullar mizture of
pity and contempt:

It 1z not in human nature to read these impudent
demands~~supparted, of gaurae. hy~the usuali amannt of

lsxbid., 7 June 1864, p. 3.
l?xmé., aa:.tomx, 30 May 1862, p. 2.
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emmr about 'dmmense armies,' ¢triunphant gammu,
and tan iron-ciad navy'-~without the strang eaz.:mg of
mnumﬁmw indignation which finde Sts most adequete

{Naﬁm in & kKick. But a very few minutes, however.

111 elapse before anper is supplantad in the broast of

every well-bred and goed-tempered Englishuan by rﬁ.w
anﬁ wmnbt t ® R
iney [the United Statss]'have . . . pernded theis im- =
patent hostilit P{ o us on ovedly posgible ocoasion, Poy
the greater part of their nationsl hmtax‘:f there has
been no such good gbtook in trade Lor an American statos-
man an a ﬂiawﬁiﬁim to insult the mother country, teo
anvy hep s and roejolice In her calamity. As & pasg~
port to offiece there is soarcely any extent of inoupa~-
city or dishonesty which the suffioiently bitter manis
festation of this spilrit has not besn found to cover,18

The ﬂnnmnt in tm asmwm had an Momhu
basis in & lans h&staxw of Yankee muater and hmulmec.
During the 185&* #) narthsm x:alﬁ.tia&am and monbers a!.‘ Con-
maa mmw mw& ag&:&mﬁ th,t mzm awamk,
using harsh words in &Imllw amisun ;amiam Bﬂtmﬁ
remenmbered m:rxaa*a ‘hard harmmmg over the Malne boundary,
the pliogan ”F&f’ey~£’eux~ forty w srww,” snd the rs.mwaimr
sotivitien a%r mﬁm and m&ml mr&mﬁ?

An &écmmw mi' mfm Seward carried on this anti-
British tmﬁm&m tn American m&ﬂi&s and da;axmw* During
the spring of m&m, he came to i:he s.‘mmwm sonclusion
t!m; the countyy mm&ma to Seward, rathey then te mam

for sowe master stroke to Forestsll the dimsclution of the

13”“"‘ 9* 2 .

l%mamm Bancyoft, The e of mnm a.
(2 volg,; Neu Yark: Harper & E?Em shers, 19007,
pp. 86692,
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‘Union. In the following remarkable geries of proposals,
Seward actually advocated picking a quarrel with;nurapOaa
powers as the beat way to reunite Nbr%h and Bouth,, Af~
T would seek exglanabiant rrum Ureat ﬁritain and
Russia, and send asenta into Canada, Mexico, and Central
America, to rouse a vigorous continental spirit of in-
dependence on this continent against European inter-
vention. And, if gatiafastory explanations sre not
received from Spain and Francgé would convene Congress
‘and declare war against thenm,
Such proposals are typical of the Romantic¢ states-
manship which z2ttempts to unravel dall problems with one
' sweeping solution:: Had the war camvbrarxiy~nnitoé North
and South in conquest of Canada, ﬁaxiao, and the West In-
dien, the question of slavery would have remained still
unresclved, Fartunatelx, zineﬁﬂn pigeaahaled Soward's pro—
posal, and gccording to Nicalay and Hay the "affair never
_ reaghed the knowledge of any other member of the Cabiret, or
even the most intimate of the President's friends."'21
By October, 1861, The Manchester Guardiain had lost
all moderation in describing the crudity of American poli-
tioians posing as stateswen. It declared:
The Americans crave for our sympathy, and in a

reasonable measure, they possess 1t. Tney have done
thelr utmost to disgust and rapai us., They have

2°John 6. Nicoiay and John Hay, Abnaham.nancolnz

A nbogg (30 vols.; New York: The Centuyy Co., 1931), 11I,
P .

2l1pid., 1IL, p. Mig,
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" flourished in our faces manifestoeg of buccaneering
aggression, The statesmen and diplomatists by whom
they have sllowed themselves to be represented have
- exceeded in insolence, in ruffiansmsm, in profligate
+  dishonesty, dll other statesmen and diplomatists with
whom we have had to deal; and soms natural exultation
-gould not a1l to be felt at the total break-down, in
the face of real difficulties, of 3 set of low-bred
swaggerers who had bean ‘chawing up crestion' with their
lieg and thelr bluster, with their forged Oregon maps
and their Monroe doctrines., Something has been added
to the cup of bitierness by demagogues on this side of
the water, who have poked American institutions intg
our faces till we are sick of the very sound. . , .22
w&th tha peauerul aaneluaian of the wwene Atta&r,
'Amariean diplamaey. under seaard, became embavrasaiasly
,fr&aadly with an offer to allow Engliah truops to land at
Portland, Maine, Be they might eross the froren St. Lawrence
"ta caaada. 3¢n&rﬁ s 1natruat1anﬂ read as ralianaz '
o o e all proper facilities for landing and tr&nﬂﬁomtaag
t0 Canada, or elsewhere, troops and munitioné of war at
every kind without exception or reaarvatian. :
mhe Eritich, with 4 sense of historic dignity, rafused to
aaeeepb Sawar&’ invitation to vioclate American tervitory.
Partly as the result of its deep distrust of the
motives of Northern statesmen, The Manchester Guardian took
offense at Yankee charity for lancashire's mili hands. In
the winter of 1862-1863 an International Relief Committee
had been set up in New York to raise funds and supplies for

the suffering werkers, partly as the result of John Bright's

22The Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1861, p. 4.
231pid., 18 February 1862, p. 3.
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1ettar>tn chariea Sumier in December, 1862:
aur peeple will be kept a&iva by'tha contributions
of the country. I see that scme one in the States has
_ proposed to send something to our aid. If a few car-
goes of flour cold coge, say 50,000 barrels, as a gift
.- from persons in your Northern States to the Lancashire
working men, it would Bave a prodigious effect in your
favour hera. Our working class is with you, and againet
- the South, but such a token of your good will gguld
. sover with confusion all who talk against you.
| me mmm fiour dnly afrived in mme ms.ps, ‘
the ﬂiamay af sauthern uympathizera. When tha uorkema “met
| in pmblia demenstraeians, they uera qa&ck to exniaim that
_'m meﬁmgs zam been m:m in tha stmth to ammt the w;-»
_amplayad in Laﬁﬁaahirag Thay eanaiudad that 1t was the
I>”frea who axmgaﬁh&seé with the rraé "25
While 3nnh charaty unaeniably namw at a mo&t qyper~
tuna mamtnz to buila gaoa will for the Nﬁrﬁh, it haﬁ not
beon denatad in a patraniziﬁs,manuer. Latar, however, uhaﬂ
tha American Intarnatiamaz Relmaf Gammi&tee for the 3nrr¢rins
epevati?ea of araat Britain wrate 1ta repnrt of the whole
aftair, iy enula nat rmrraiﬁ xrwm pwﬁiaﬁng 1tae1f fulgumaly
and dramati:ing ths poverty of the mill handa. Fortunately,
%hw maneheatar~auardian was unabie to publiah hheue conments
on thﬁ report.nntil necambcr, iBGﬂ:

e o » 1 bunkum had been omitted, there wauld hawn been
ne ahanna of letting the Britishara know that 'tens of

S E“Gaarga Macaulay Trevalyan ar John Bright
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 19 25‘}‘, s

25?&& Manchester Quardian, 1 January 1863, P 3.
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thousands were saved from the horors of starvation by
the timely distribution of food sent from this country.!
There would have been no chance of vaunting the charity
which in the midst of their own perils forbade *us réfuse
to share our food with those who were ready to perish,.!
And we should have lost the grand, though somewhat monot-
onous, exclamation, that 'the piteous ory of the starving
operatives of the mother country, some of them bone of
our bene, and all endeared to us by a common language,
a common literature, and a common origin, appealed too
strongly teo our hearts to be resisted.' But sven in the
midat of all this rotund gabble . , . it is rather hard
to forget that the very people who talk so sentimentally
about kinsmanship, are at the same moment prosecuting . . .
a war for the subjugatlon or ruln of a npation with whom
they are in every way infinitely more closely conneoted
than they are with us .26 R '

The Manchester Guardian extended its rancorous ill-
-~ will to inc&uda,the North's press and_puipit."xzréspenaibls

Pederal newspapers and preachers had urged on the "irrepres-
sible" econflict. Almost every popular clergyman had his own
periodical which spread his influence to a much larger audience
than could have been accommodated in his church. One such
preacher, the Reverend Henry wamdﬁaeager, carried the North's
cause to the very streets and halls of Manchester, where he
spoke: , | |
. fThe chief want of England was not for cotton, but
for customers; and how to obtain customers was the
primary guestion for England, and particularly for
Iiverpool and Manchester. England must civilige the
world in order to make better customeérs. . . . U

Four
millions were asking for thely liberty and a;ghg'miiw
lions were banded together to prevent it. . .. 7

26yp4d., quoted from the Saturday Review, 20 December
1864, p. 3. ~

271bid., 17 October 1863, p. 5.
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Although wars have been fought for Christian purpomses,
they have seldom béen won on Christian principles. The Man-
chester Guardiin questioned the devastation of the South as
a necessary act of war and pondered the fate awaiting the
emanexpatad slaves when it wrezm

‘ If one of the fairest regions of this earth 1s not
wholly subjugated and given over to rapins by whites and
blacks transformed into flends, it wﬂl not be for want
of mo-called mwei mastau and conascientious fanatios
to preach and urge the hloody crusade, to bless the in-

- vader, and blast the invaded. ¥as ever conscience made
such a curse since the world began as now? Self-styled
Christians-+those whose boast it ia that they are apos-
tlﬂ of human freedom--deny the order of the universe
in the progress of mam, and plunge the negroes into
a slavery & thousand-fold more compreherisive and terrible
than that in which they ggw protection, sustentation,
and Chyistian aﬁm&t&m; :

The freed slaves found themselves in military service
‘a8 soldiers, laundresses, cooks, officers' servants, and
laborers. Some were privately employed as mechanics, drsy-
men, hackien, barbers, and hired laborers. Camps were set
up for the tare of the #itk and to organire the able-bodied
freedmen for mmitaw labor, to set them to work gathering
and baling cotton, &nd to employ them in atmr Rmaa of
| sorvices.29 While some slaves continued to work loyally
for their old matew, others thought that Emancipation

meant that thay no longer needed to uark. Naturally, the

1863 ﬂﬁmm., mm troxn ggr*u m » 4 September
] ?- :

293, @. Randall and David Dopald, The Divided Union
(Boston: Little, Brown and Co , 19613, %, 86—
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elaborate problems of the freedmen could not be solved over-
night. The situation was rich in opportunities for driticism
by the North's opponents. The wretched victim of freedom was
represented 48 & mAn who "labours for months, snd at last 1is
_only paid with promises, unless perchance it may be with
kioks, cuffs, and curges."30 : - |

- The wmethods used %auenanﬁwaga'ﬁagrdeﬁ-ﬁﬁ work were
revesled dn this Tetter wr&ttﬁﬁ*wy:th@jﬁen&mai-sﬁ@ﬂr&nﬁ&ﬁ¥
dent of Negro labor at New Orledns to & Northerner recently
" settled on an abandoned plantation:

' By suthority of tna Genieral commending, I will visit
the p&anta&iant under your oharge as frequently &as pos-
sible. I will take good c4are, so long 4p you obgerve
your part of the contract that the negroes shall render
faithful obedience and labour during the year..  They
will not be allowed to leave the place or hire to others.
If they violate their agreement, I will plece them on
government works, without gﬁy, ar~¢ub3¢a thetm to some
other salutary punishment.

Thn &rabxnu of amanazpatian haé ‘alwaye bean eamp&i»
cabed by tba prnhlam of the future relataena of tha freed
glives ﬁim &he uhi%e maarity, ané t’ér many y&am many who
fevored labazatian had hoped to aambsnn 1% with aama form
ef coléniﬁat&ca. Pande ofF wn&unﬁéer free Rﬁgrmes diﬂ, in
fact, sail raz' Iiveria, Haiti, and mmer matlymg spota;

but nene of . these projects ever had muah ehance ot attracting

:  3%me Manchester Guirdian; quoted from The New York
Tribune, 25 Janvary I66F, pe 3i

31@1«.., 6 May 1863. p. 3.
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more than a fraction of the American Negro population.32 The
social problem of rreedmen ua# dramatized when Charles 3ummer,
speaking in the Sanata, drew attentien to the faeb that a
black man ho&ding the rank ef uadar in the Federal Army had
been favcib&y-eaecﬁad_frwm,a,gailway car in the city of Wash-
ington for the offence of his color. Sumner expressed his
indignation at such an outrage, declaring:

« « « Buch things should not be tolerated, and that theis
constant recurrence did more to injure the Fedg§a1 cause
in Europe and at home than a defeat in battle,
Theaa comments soon led to an exchange, somewhat personal,
_ between Charles Sumner ahd a Senator rram Indiana who pro=-
claimed:
« « « no law could establish the soclal equality of the
white man and the black; that the negro in duestion was
rightly served,; inasmuch &8s a special car was attached
to the train for people of his colour, and that in de-
liberately thrusting himself into a place not intended
. for him he meant to igﬁult, and did thereby insult, every
white person present.
~ Englishmen concluded that the North detested not only
slavery, but also its victims. The North might find 1t ex=
pediernit to emancipate, but eould ‘not legislate aaclal aqnality,
since no law that Mr. Sumner or the combined wisdom of the

Senate could frame would break down the barrier.

3%oker T, Washington, The Story of the N
(a vols.; New Ybrk: Petar SEitﬁ, 1t - y‘*I§2 s Do 236,

33mme naachsstor Guaraian, qnoted from The Timaa,
1 March 186!”’§ﬂ 6.

341b1d., p. 6.
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When the North at once failed to solve the political,
economto, and social problems of freedmen, The Manchester
&uardi&n turned to the South as the true @hampi@n of emancipa~
tion., In an ﬁﬁitorial exvlaining Jeffaraon's proposal t¢ call
Ajaakrtha blaeka, the South emerged az a likerator fighting %o
free its slaves:

The delivery of the negro will have come, a8 we
have always predicted it would, from the bhands of the
Secesgionists, not of thely adversavies., They will
have lsaynt that slavery is g source of 1nternai wenk-
ness which no state oceupying the position at which
they alm ean afford to nurture in its bosom, It wiil
be apparsnt to them, as thay have been teld over and
over again, that the ingtitution, though temporarily

- practicable with the consent of the North, eaanat be
maintained when they live side by side with a powerful
natlon envying the scurcesd of their good and ever
ready %o promote their calamity. . . . The South will
be purging itself of the great stain upon its character
with as much ¢ ition as compon prudence will allow,
and the case between the two belligerents will be re-
duced to the limits of a plain question between insa-
tiable greed of power on the one hand and s passion for
1ndeyondenee on the other, 35

mbra'ghan a series of combats between armed foreu#,
the American Civil War evolved into an all-out conflict of
papuzamoné. The effort to destroy the South's capacity for
resigtance led to the atrocities of unoconditional warfare.
The Manchsster Guardian vainly‘yrateﬁted.at the course of
a devastation #o complete that the

Fedarzle kill or carry mrf"'. . every living thing
except the white paople, ana theue they 16&?& withouﬁ

351p1d., editorial, 8 September 1863, p. 2.
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the means of subsistence. The hogs, the horses, and
the cattle are either shot or carried off. . . . The
fences are destroyed, the barns burnt, houses pillaged,
and a1l cultivation and means of resuming 1t destroyed,
except the naked land, and much of that they have
drowned by cutting the levees. . . . ‘The plan of the
enemy now is evidently to deatroy not only the 4adustﬁy,6
of the Scuth, but aldo its future powers of production.3
An sttempt to Justify the strategy of devastation was
written in this denial of General Hood's request to repeal
the order to evacuate Atlanta:
1 [General Sherman] shall not revoke my orders,
- simply because nmy orders are not designed to meet the
- humanities of the case, but to prepare for the future
struggles in which millions, yea hundreds of millions
of good ggapia'aa$a14¢~¢r Atlanta have 4 deep inteyest.
We must have peace,; not only at Atlanta, dbut in all
America 37
With the fall of Richmond and the rout of General
lee, the end of the war was not far off. For those regarding
the United States as a mensce to the whole civilized world,
the outcome proved to be the triumph of brute force and num-
bers over a gallant people. With the assassination of the
President, however, the entire world became united in a
feeling of horror and grief. Thousands upon thousands of
messages poured into Washington from humble workers and heads
of state to express personal loss and condolence. Parliament
sent an address of sympathy to the American Minister which

expressed "the deepest horror and pregret that the President

| 361mi4., quoted from a letter in The Times, 21 Septem-
ber 1863, P. 3.

37T1psd., 11 October 1864, p. 7.
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of the United States.of America has been deprived of 1ife by
an act of violence; and we . . . declare our hope ms cons
fidence in the future of that great :cémtm which we trmast
will contimse to be associated with enliphtensd freedom and
'géﬁcerul relations mith thig and every athar sountry. n38
John Bright wrote fo his aMavic&a,triend; sharlaa

for fifty years, I think, noe oth@r avent has esreated
much 4 senmation in this country as the grest crime which
“has robbsd you of your Preaildent. 7Tha whole people
positively mourn, and it would seem ams if sgain we were
one nation with you, mo universal is the grief, and the
horror of the deed, of which Washington has been the
scena. ., . . In times of great excitement, dangerous
wmen become more dangerous, partly vicious, and partly
mad, and merns of grest mark become the objects of thelyr
hate and passion. The deed is done, and 1t 1s now too
late to take precautions,

It is easy %o k&%& a ?yaaiaanm, but it is not easy
to destr@y a nation,d

Rbna,.mat even his bitterest foes, had wished Iincoln
death at the hands of an assassin, The Times rose above 1ts
prejudicea to write:

A space of twenty-four hours has sufficed not only
to £111 the country with grief and indignation, dut to
evolte almost unprecedented expression of feeling from
constituted bodies, . , . The preponderating senti-
ment isg sincers and genuine sympathy--sorrow for the
chief of a great people atruck down dy an assassin,
snd sympathy for that psople in the trouble which at
a erisis of thelr destinies such a catastrophe must
bring., Abraham Lincoln wag as little of a tyrant as
any man who ever lived., He ¢ould have been g tyrant
had he pleaged, hut h nava“ uttered go much as an 1ll-
natured speech. . . .

38ma., 28 april wss, p. 3.
39wreva1wan,;4g. oit., p. 326,
40mme Times, 29 April 1865.



65
Ungoftened by his death, The Manchester Guirdian per-
siated in its convietion that Lincoln had been & tyrant. In
& magnificent display of stupsfying ignorance about the weaning
of the American Civil ﬁar,‘wkgtm&nuneéter Guardian stands
 gelf-vevealed in this editorisl:

. It has alwags beon one of the weaknesses of absolute
monarchies that the success of the policy on which their
energies are bhent should bs perilously dependent on the
life of a single individusl. We are now probably about
to learn that republics, especially when they so far
depart from the principles on which they ave founded as
to hecome despotisms in practice, are not exempt from
the same dangsr, The murder of the Preaident of the
United Statem, and the . . , attempt . . . on the iife
of his principal Minister, are erimes which all upﬂgt
wmen , . . will vegard with inexpressible regret and in-
digoant reprobation. . . . Of his rule we can never
speak except am a series of acts adbhorrent to every true
notion of constitutional right and husan liberty; but it
is doubtless to be regretted . . . that he had not an
opportunity of vindicating his good intentions by his
.umnnyragg consolidatdig the powar he appeared to have
gained .51

o 4lvhe Manchester Guardien, editorial; 27 April 1865,



CONCLUSION

‘ The Manchester Cuardian saw few gleaus af-goééin
anything American. The hiatory of that model vepublic had |
begun with a rabéliiun;.iﬁ;had baen populatad by the dreags.
of all tha nations in the world; greed finaliy ruined it.
The South fought bravely and with eunning for a bad cause.
Without honest Ieaﬂaraaip; the North fought & war of con-
@kast farian uncertain causa,'in-which axgadien¢y¥*nnt
principle--ruled. Nowhere had the lack of statesmanship
been so evident as in the North's failure to show the proper
respect for British power and prestige. Behind The Man-
ehéa%ar-ﬂuardianﬂn jealousiy preeerved prejudices lurked
.tha uneasy aanaaeien that, should the United States survive
 as one natiﬁn, &t would develop unte a marﬁ powerful country
than Britain,

nambera of e#ery ﬁlaéé in Eurape régar&ea'tke Ameri-

can Civil war as the supreme teot of demaeratic inatitutions
and repuh11¢am snvernment To The manchester Guardian, the
conflict repreaenteé the tragic fallibility of majeritiea
under a rule of universal puffrage: the war had resulted
from an organized medioerity easily inflawed by demagogues
for the nariow purposes ol party.

The eiemznsu of eruﬁaneas in American aaezety, the
notorious “Yankea brag," which halped ta sustain the middza

co—
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and upper classed in thelr ingrained sense of British supe«
ricrity, wers matters of little jmportance %o common workers.
The mill han&u, much more than thoir social snperiara and
The Mancheater éuarﬁian, wara zeady to accept the Ameriaan

view af Amariea. Hnangranchiaad 1n thair awn country, tﬁar
‘knew that their Amerﬂcan aaunterpart& exaraiaad the canati~
‘tutienal right ot selr~gavernment. No aingla factor could
draw more aharplv, to their eyaa, tha diatinetien betwaen
the twa nations: . the Amevican.was & cikizén, but the graat
bulk of the Eritish paopla weﬁa rulaﬁ by pal&tiaiana aver
whom they axeraiﬁaa no conatitutianal eontral* Thus, the
British system parpetuauad the‘diatznctian between "two nae
tions"within Britain, betuween the few rieh.and the many poor,
and tha inferior ‘natian" needed little ancﬁuragamaaﬁ to
1dent1fy‘ita'1ntereata‘with those of thg Englxgheapyak;ng
Republle. L f ,‘ o
surfrage, #nauga—or basic importance, was not the
only thing to-aﬁﬁnt. ItJWas_aammenly Baid bhét in America
“a &an might bvetbter himself\“_ The abaeneé of & heraditary
ariatoera¢y, of unearned privilase, aﬁtracted the Britiah
workers to tha nama degree that it repell¢d the aristocraﬁy.
Whatever aémitteé defaeta American aoc&ety might hava, there
existed a very real and direct appartuniby for the rise of
men with abilitr. Fr@m_hiradllahnrar, flatboatman, storekeeper,
country postmaster, sgsurveyor, lawyar,,ﬁbvaham«Linaqin had



68
progressed to the nation's hiimtﬁ office. &aﬁf the world's
most successful common man, the workers soon developsd a cult
turning Lincoln intc their folk hero,

This grand conception of the Uritted States, rough and
ready no doubt, but right where it was important to be right,
wap not in fact a mﬁmnam;ﬁm of the whole American Repubd~
116. It was & ploture of the North. It was the North whose
social institutions appealed to free men. In its successful
defence of freedom against slavery, the North gained credit
for increaping the worth and dignity of labor throughout the
world.

 When British workers made notable advances towards
universal suffrage, The Manchester Guardiap becawe obsessed
by the fear that, under democracy, the government of Great
- Britain would become the inatrument of the most mmoerous and
least gifted class in the community. Ite distrust of the
iower classes was firnly bassd on the blas that enterprise
and talent ave the exclusive virtuss of the prosperous middle
class .

The Manchestér Quardian pre-supposed that the majority
of a mation's citizens could not be dbrought to an advanced
_ state of political education. It could not conceive of a
fiuld society in which individuals casting their votes would
consult their own and their country's interests, rather than
follow blindly those of party and class.
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To the delight of the world's free lebor and to the
disnay of The bﬁacheat,ex'_ Mﬁm, the American Civil War
established the prinociple that -'gweim:zt exists to ereate
mo:se and more opportunities for g_v_g_z;z eitizen to sesoclate
hinself consclously and intelligently with the life of the
community . ' 3 |
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