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■PREFACE

As odd as i t  may seein th e  second o ld e s t ,  second la r g e s t  c i t y  

in  th e  ea stern  N ebraska-southw estern Iowa, area has been a n eg lec ted  

to p ic  fo r  h is to r ia n s .  At a tim e when alm ost every town and way s ta t io n  

has had i t s  h is to r y  w r itte n  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Iowa, has been overlook ed .

This study i s  an attem pt to  a t  l e a s t  p a r t ia l ly  f i l l  th e  v o id . 

C ouncil B lu ffs  * h is to r y  i s  fa r  too  lon g  and complex to  r e la t e  in  one 

stu d y  o f  t h i s  ty p e , but h o p e fu lly , i t  w i l l  be considered  as a beg inn in g .

T his study i s  somewhat im p r e s s io n is t ic  in  n atu re. Records are  

sca rce  and th o se  a v a ila b le  during th e  Mormon period  are a l l  w r itte n  by 

Mormons. The on ly  non-Mormon paper, The W estern B ugle, l o s t  a l l  o f  i t s  

back is s u e s  in  a f i r e  in  1853* The government surveys o f  th e  area were 

completed in  1852, but th e  land d id  not open u n t i l  1853. No census 

f ig u r e s  fo r  K a n esv ille  have been lo c a te d  e ith e r , th e  ra p id ly  s h if t in g  

nature o f  th e  p op ulation  makes i t  very  d i f f i c u l t  to  a sc e r ta in  d e f in i t e  

numbers•

I  w ish to  express my g ra titu d e  to  the s t a f f  o f  th e  C ouncil 

B lu f f s '  P u b lic  Library fo r  t h e ir  tim e , a id  and p a t ie n c e . A v ery  s p e c ia l  

thank you i s  extended th e  very  coop erative  s t a f f  o f  th e  h is to r ia n 's  

o f f i c e  in  th e  a rch ives o f th e  Church o f  Jesus C hrist o f  th e  L a tter  Day 

S a in ts  in  S a lt  Lake C ity , However, i t  i s  fo r  Dr. Roy M, Robbins o f  th e  

U n iv e r s ity  o f  Nebraska a t  Omaha th a t  I  reserve  my g r e a te s t  g r a titu d e ,  

fo r  h is  tim e, guidance and p a tien ce .
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INTRODUCTION

C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Iowa, has a p a st woven d eep ly  in to  th e  

development o f  th e  M issouri R iver v a l le y  and p o in ts  W est. I t s  p ast  

goes back much fu rth er  than most people im agine, and i s  in  many 

r e sp e c ts  both more com plicated and more in t e r e s t in g  than even amateur 

h is to r ia n s  o f  th e  area are  aware.

The land on which modern C ouncil B lu ffs  now stands has belonged  

to  th ree  n a tio n s  a t  one tim e or an other, and has been a part o f  e ig h t  

t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  th e U nited S ta te s  s in c e  1803. Though France l e f t  l i t t l e  

or no h e r ita g e  in  th e  a r ea , i t  a c tu a l ly  was th e  f i r s t  owner. France 

claim ed th e  area from about 1682 u n t i l  i t  l o s t  th e  area , a lon g  w ith  

th e  r e s t  o f  i t s  North American p o s s e s s io n s , in  th e  Seven Years War.

By th e  T reaty  o f  P a r is , 1763, France turned over i t s  p o ssess io n s  

w est o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i R iver to  Sp ain , s in c e  Spain was considered  

to  be o f  l i t t l e  th re a t to  B r it is h  power in  North America. During th e ir  

s ta y  th e  French b u i l t  no se ttle m en ts  in  t h is  a rea . They a id , however, 

b eg in  t o  b u ild  an in t e r e s t  in  th e  M issouri R iver area as evidenced in  

th e  d ia ry  o f  Father M arquette in  1673» in  which he d escrib ed  th e  mouth 

o f  th e  M issouri as he passed i t  on h is  way down th e  M is s is s ip p i R iver , 

Records in d ic a te  th a t  in  1739 P ierre  and Paul M allet tr a v e le d  up th e  

M issouri to  th e  Niobrara R iver and then cut back to  th e  P la t te  and went

on to  th e  A rkansas, f in d in g  th e  long sought rou te  to  th e  Spanish South
/

W est. This ex p ed itio n  made them th e  f i r s t  w h ite  men on record to  pass
\

what i s  now C ouncil B lu f f s .  The route to  th e  Spanish owned mines o f

1
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th e  south-west long remained th e  number one reason fo r  e x p lo r a tio n  o f  

th e  M issou ri.

Spain a c tu a lly  d id  fa r  more to  gain  knowledge o f  th e  C ouncil 

B lu ffs  area than d id  France. They always considered i t  a key to  th e ir  

e f f o r t s  to  p r o te c t th e  go ld  and s i l v e r  mines o f  th e ir  Mexican 

p r o v in c e s . One must remember th a t  i t  was s t i l l  b e lie v e d  th a t th e  

headwaters o f  th e  M issouri R iver were near th o se  o f  th e  Rio Grande, 

more a lon g  th e  l in e s  o f  th e  P la t te  R iv e r . The Spanish lea d ers  w ished  

to  ensure c o n tro l o f  th e  M issouri and P la t te  R ivers and sought to  win 

th e  fr ie n d sh ip  and support o f  th e  Indian s in  th e  a r e a , But i t  was not 

u n t i l  th e  17 9 0 ’s th a t th e y  s e r io u s ly  sought to  exp lore  and d evelop  th e  

upper r iv e r  as a source o f  f u r s ,

They ca rr ied  on e x te n s iv e  tra d e  w ith a l l  o f  th e  Ind ian  n ation s  

on th e  low er M issouri R iv er , as fa r  north  as th e  Oto, which would p lace  

them a t  l e a s t  as fa r  as C ouncil B lu ffs  on th e  r iv e r  which was t h e ir  

major source o f  tr a n sp o r ta tio n . T heir involvem ent in  th e  fu r  trad e  

ca rr ied  them as h igh  up th e  r iv e r  a s  North Dakota as i t  i s  ev id en t th a t  

th ey  were in  con tact w ith  th e  A ricara n a tio n .

Spanish e f f o r t s  to  keep B r it is h  and American tra d ers  out o f  th e  

area were on ly  p a r tly  and tem p orarily  s u c c e s s fu l ,  The o f f i c i a l  

Spanish rep o rts  from S t .  Louis pleaded fo r  more troops and funds, and 

r e la te d  many in tr u s io n s  among th e  t r ib e s  by B r it is h  and American 

tr a d e r s . The su ccess  o f  th e se  groups In tu rn in g  th e  Indian s from 

Spanish a l le g ia n c e  w ith  su p er io r  goods was o fte n  lam ented as th e  more 

a g g r e ss iv e  B r it is h  and Americans pushed in to  th e  upper M issouri R iver  

v a l le y .
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S p a in 's  tra d ers  were lon g  hampered by o f f i c i a l  r e g u la t io n s , red  

ta p e , m onopolies, and poor goods (u n le ss  purchased from th e  B r i t i s h ) ,  

Spanish tra d ers such as Manuel L isa  and Jacques Mackay were hindered  

by being forced  to  make o f f i c i a l  ob serv a tio n s and rep o rts  o f  a l l  k in d s, 

b e s id e s  being a ssig n ed  th e  ta sk  o f  p a c ify in g  th e  n a t iv e s ,  o fte n  a t  

t h e ir  own expense, to  th e  p o in t o f  being more government ex p lo rers  and 

agen ts than traders*, Expected to  p a c ify  Ind ian s and pay expenses o f  

tro o p s fo r  f o r t s ,  th ey  d id  n ot have th e  freedom, tim e or money to  

tra d e  as th ey  w ished . Fur tra d e  was never a major part o f  Spanish  

p o l ic y .  Trade was s t r i c t l y  c o n tr o lle d  and m onopolies granted to  th e  

tra d e  o f  each t r ib e ,  T heir p o l i c i e s ,  o v e r a l l ,  d id  not encourage 

tr a d e r s , In  f a c t ,  many were d r iv en  out o f  th e  fu r  b u sin ess  by th e  

r e s t r ic t io n s ,  ex tra  c o s ts  and tim e l o s t  on account o f  government 

in te r v e n t io n . Many S t .  Louis adventurers and businessm en l o s t  money 

attem p ting  to  overcome th e  o b s ta c le s  p laced in  t h e ir  paths by an in ep t  

Spanish court which cared l i t t l e ,  and knew l e s s ,  about th e  M issouri 

R iver a rea .

The ex p ed itio n s  th ey  sen t out were o fte n  p oorly  le d , Jean  

B a p tis t  Trudeau, sen t u p river  in  l?9*+f was a sch o o l te a ch er , not a 

tra d er  or s o ld ie r  and, w h ile  l i t e r a t e ,  he was i l l  prepared fo r  th e  

work. H is m ission  was b a s ic a l ly  to  d r iv e  out or keep out th e  B r i t is h ,  

even though se n t  out by th e  Company o f  E xplorers o f  th e  Upper 

M isso u r i,

Lecuyer, sen t out in  A p r il, 1795* wasted most o f  th e  goods 

en tru sted  to  him by th e  Company o f  E xplorers o f  th e  Upper M issou ri, 

Though he passed by th e  modem s i t e  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  he never made
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i t  p ast th e  Ponca n a tio n , where he w in tered , and seems to  have used up 

h is  tra d e  goods fo r  h is  own b e n e f it s  and p le a su r es .

James Mackay, a Scotsman, was th e  b e s t  man sen t up r iv e r  by 

Governor C arondelet and Jacques Glamorgan, head o f  th e  Company o f  

E xplorers o f  Upper M issou ri, but h is  a c tu a l g o a l was to  f in d  a passage  

to  th e  P a c i f ic  and weaken B r it is h  in t e r e s t s  on th e  upper r iv e r  ra th er  

than to  a c tu a l ly  trad e  fo r  tr a d e 's  sake or development o f  th e  a rea .

The a t te n t io n  o f  th e  Spanish a u th o r it ie s  in  Spain remained 

s t e a d f a s t ly  r iv e te d  to  th e  problems o f  keeping th e  Americans out o f  

F lo r id a , away from th e  M is s is s ip p i R iver and preven ting  t h e ir  usage o f  

th e  M is s is s ip p i ,  Even th e  use o f  much money, many troop s (even a sm all 

f l e e t  o f  gunboats) and much in tr ig u e  f a i l e d  to  com plete t h e ir  o b je c t iv e .  

The ga in s made by th e  Americans h o r r if ie d  th e  Spanish o f f i c i a l s  •who 

were even more apprehensive about th e  Americans than th e  B r i t is h .

T ec h n ic a lly  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area was turned back over to  

France in  1800 by th e  T reaty o f  San I ld e fo n so , and th en  Napoleon so ld  

i t  to  th e  United S ta te s  in  th e  famed L ouisiana Purchase o f  1803 when h is  

dream o f  a p o s s ib le  New World empire c o lla p se d . A c tu a lly  French 

p o sse s s io n  o f  L ouisiana la s te d  one day and th e  tr a n sa c tio n  was carr ied  

out by an American who was g iv en  th e  temporary power to  a ccep t th e  

surrender o f  th e  area by Spanish o f f i c i a l s  to  France and then  to  

surrender th e  same to  h im se lf  as th e  American em issary . French 

p o sse ss io n  la s te d  fo r  one day on ly  because th e  French n a t iv e s  in  S t .  

L ouis asked th a t  th ey  be a llow ed  th e  one day under th e  French f la g .

The s i t e  o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  then passed through se v e r a l American 

ju r is d ic t io n s  b efo re  i t  became a part o f  th e  T er r ito r y  o f  Iowa in  1838.



I t  was f i r s t  a part o f  th e  D is t r ic t  o f  Louisiana* 1804-1805, th en  o f  th e  

T er r ito r y  o f  L ouisiana u n t i l  1811, In  su c ce ss io n  i t  was a p art o f  th e  

T e r r ito r ie s  o f  M issou ri, M ichigan and W isconsin b efo re  1838, as w e l l  as 

th ir t e e n  years spent as a part o f  th e  unorganized te r r i t o r y  o f  th e  

U nited  S ta te s  from 1821-1834,

I t  i s  in  th e  period  a f t e r  th e  tak e  over by th e  U nited S ta te s  th a t  

th e  area began to  r e c e iv e  some se r io u s  a t te n t io n  by i t s  new owner—th e  

U nited S t a t e s ,  C ouncil B lu ffs  la y  a t  a s t r a t e g ic  p o s it io n  in  th e  

westward moving p op u lations o f  th e  U nited S t a t e s , The fu r trap p ers and 

tr a d e r s , steamboat men, In d ia n s, s e t t l e r s ,  im m igrants, g o ld seek ers , 

fr e ig h te r s  and r a ilr o a d  men developed th e  s i t e  in to  a c i t y  which has 

played a major r o le  in  th e  growth o f  th e  e n t ir e  area and o f  th e  w est 

beyond th e  M issouri R iver ,



CHAPTER I

FUR TRADERS AND EXPLORERS 
Late l? 0 0 's  to  1803

The e a r ly  development o f  th e  p resen t C ouncil B lu ffs  * s i t e  and 

th e  area in  g en era l was begun by th o se  in vo lved  in  th e  fu r  trad e  

b u s in e s s , e ith e r  a s  trap p ers or as tr a d e r s . T heir r o le  began 3.ong 

b efo re  th e  United S ta te s  gained p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  area or even b efo re  

th e  Lewis and Clark e x p e d itio n , Frenchmen played an im portant r o le  in  

th e  ex p lo ra tio n  and development o f  th e  M issouri R iv er , f i r s t  under 

F ran ce's f la g ,  la t e r  under S p a in 's , and s t i l l  la t e r  under American 

a \is p ic e s , a f t e r  th e  l a t t e r  gained co n tro l o f  th e  L ouisiana t e r r i t o r y .

Many Frenchmen continued to  work in  th e  fu r  trad e b u sin ess  under 

th e  Spanish government as in d iv id u a ls  or as part o f  Spanish e x p e d it io n s . 

Many o f  them l iv e d  w ith  variou s Indian n a tio n s along th e  M issouri and 

to o k  Ind ian  w iv e s . T on ssa in t Charbonneau, husband o f  th e  famed 

Sacajawea, was on ly  one o f  s e v e r a l Frenchmen who had e s ta b lish e d  homes 

on th e  r iv e r  b efo re  3.800, S ev era l o f  th e se  men p layed im portant ro3.es 

in  la t e r  ex p ed itio n s  up th e  r iv e r  because o f  th e ir  knowledge o f  th e  

In d ia n s, th e  country, and th e  Indian  languages* P ierre  Dorion, Joseph  

Garreau, T ou ssa in t Charbonneau, Rene Jusseaume and F rancis V a lle  were 

a l l  men w ith  exp erien ce on th e  r iv e n  and among i t s  t r ib e s  who a id ed  th e  

Lewis and Clark ex p ed itio n  in  some r o le .  They a l l  became part o f  th e  

e x p e d it io n ,. B esides th e se  were th o se  who acted  as in te r p r e te r s  who

6
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l iv e d  among th e  Indians*

The Spanish a c tu a l ly  began to  push th e  ex p lo ra tio n  and deve3.op- 

ment o f  th e  area on ly  a f t e r  1790, even though th e ir  rep orts  show as 

e a r ly  as 1758 a knowledge o f  th e  M issouri R iver as fa r  up as presen t  

day s t a t e s  o f  Iowa and Nebraska* Growing com petition  fo r  tra d e  on th e  

low er M issouri R iver b e lo w  C ouncil B lu ffs  le d  Spanish tra d ers  to  search  

fo r  new f i e l d s  o f  tra d e . The Spanish government o f  th e  province was 

d eep ly  concerned by th e  a g g r ess iv en ess  o f  American tra d ers  moving up 

th e  Des Moines R iver in to  th e  P la tte -M isso u r i r eg io n . The B r it is h  were 

en ter in g  th e  area from th e  p o sts  th ey  had e s ta b lish e d  on th e  Red R iver  

and were carry ing  on trad e as fa r  down r iv e r  as th e  S iou x , and, on 

o c ca s io n , as fa r  down as th e  O to, Those in tr u s io n s  on Spanish lands 

were o b je c ts  o f  deep concern t o  p r o v in c ia l o f f i c i a l s  who sought 

d e sp e r a te ly  to  b u ild  up t h e ir  s tren g th  and in f lu e n c e  in  th e  a rea , 

but met w ith  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s . From 1763-1803 t h e ir  g rea t fe a r  was o f  an 

in v a s io n  which could remove th e  l a s t  b a rr ier  to  t h e ir  w estern  m in es, Yet 

i t  i s  known by th e  co n tra cts  granted to  Spanish tra d ers  and tra d in g  

companies th a t  trad e  was ca rr ied  on as fa r  p ast C ouncil B lu ffs  as th e  

Ponca o f  th e  Niobrara R iver reg io n  o f  Nebraska a t  some tim e, Trade 

co n tra c ts  from Spanish o f f i c i a l s  in clu d ed  p ro v is io n s  fo r  p a c ify in g  th e  

Ind ian s and d evelop in g  Ind ian  b a rr ier s  to  fu rth er  B r it is h  encroachm ents. 

P r o v in c ia l o f f i c i a l s  e a r ly  d ecid ed  th a t  th e  area o f  th e  mouth c f  th e  

P la t t e  R iver was th e  key to  h o ld in g  th e  e n t ir e  area and th e  l a s t  

lo c a t io n  s u ita b le  fo r  any s iz e a b le  se ttlem en t on th e  M issou ri, but no 

se ttle m en t was e s ta b lish e d  in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  recogn ized  im portance. In  

f a c t ,  th e  Spanish had e f fe c te d  no permanent se ttle m en ts  on th e  M issouri



a t  any p o in t b efo re  th ey  were forced  to  g iv e  up th e  a rea .

The f i r s t  U nited S ta te s  Commandant o f  L ou is ia n a , Amos Stoddard, 

wrote to  th e  S ecre ta ry  o f  War, Henry Dearborn, on June 3» 180̂ 1-, th a t  he 

estim ated  th e  e n t ir e  w h ite  p op u la tion  o f  th e  new te r r i t o r y  above th e  

'mouth o f  th e  M issouri R iver to  be 1 ,2 1 9  and about 10? N e g r o e s Y e t ,  

Iowa h is to r ia n  W illiam  J , P eterson  proclaim ed th a t  th e  same area  

a c tu a lly  h e ld  on ly  765 p eo p le , in c lu d in g  55 s la v e s ;  he fu rth er  s ta te s  

th a t  th er e  were no w hite men l iv in g  along th e  M issouri s lo p e  o f  Iowa 

in  180^,^

N eith er  s e t  o f  f ig u r e s  i s  f u l l y  a c ce p ta b le . Stoddard’s ,  which 

could  on ly  be based on guesswork, i s  probably fa r  to o  high; P e te r so n ’s 

sou rces must have ignored tra d ers  and trap p ers l iv in g  among th e  In d ia n s, 

However, and most im portant to  th e  development o f  our s to r y , everyone  

seems t o  agree th a t  in  a c t u a l i t y  th ere  were no w hite  se ttle m en ts  on th e  

M issouri in  th e  area o f  presen t day C ouncil B lu f f s ,  nor anywhere above 

i t .  The jo u rn a ls  o f  th e  Lem s and Clark ex p ed itio n  confirm  t h i s  ’ 

sta tem en t. In  s p i t e  o f  th e  fa c t  o f  th e  obvious im portance o f  th e  area 

im m ediately north o f  th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t t e ,  no permanent p o sts  or  

f o r t s  had been e s ta b lis h e d . In  s p i t e  o f  t h e ir  long ownership o f  th e  

area n e ith e r  France, nor la t e r  Sp ain , a c t iv e ly  developed or populated  

th e  a rea . With th e  ex cep tio n  o f  a few "squawmen" th ey  l e f t  no la s t in g

1C larence Edwin C arter, ed , ,  The T e r r ito r ia l  Papers o f  t h e ,.: 
U nited  S t a t e s , V o l, X III: The T er r ito r y  o f  L ou isian a-M issou ri, 1803-
1806 (W ashington, D. C.: U nited S ta te s  Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e ,
O T ) ,  p . 18.

^W illiam J , P eterson , e d ,,  "Iowa in  th e  Louisiana Purchase," The 
P a lim p se st, V o l. XLV (Iowa C ity , Iowa: March 196^ ), pp. 101-102,
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pop u la tion  in  th e  area whatever* Even t h e ir  geograp h ica l knowledge o f  

th e  M issouri was s l ig h t*  In  fa c t  i t  was assumed by most th a t th e  , 

Americans were now a l l  but s i t t i n g  on to p  o f  th e  New-Mexico m ines.

They s t i l l  b e lie v e d  th e  rou te  p a st C ouncil B lu ffs  would lead  to  r iv e r s  

whose headwaters were but a sh o rt portage from th e  headwaters o f  th e  

Rio Grande,

A c tu a lly  th e  Spanish d id  manage to  b u ild  th e  f i r s t  s tr u c tu r e  in

th e  g en era l area around C ouncil B lu f f s ,  In  O ctober, 1795* ' & Scotsman

by th e  name o f  James Mackay, lea d in g  an ex p ed itio n  o f  Spanish fu r  

tra d ers  and exp3.orers, reached t h i s  a rea . To tra d e  w ith  tr ib e s  up th e  

M issouri R iver was one o f  h is  o b j e c t iv e s ,  but f i r s t  he had to  p a c ify  

th o se  t r ib e s  on th e  r iv e r  below  th e  Mandan in  th e  P la t t e  R iver area in  

order to  in su re  th a t  h is  and la t e r  Spanish boats would be a llow ed  to  

tr a v e r se  th e  r iv e r  unm olested by w a rriors a long th e  low er r iv e r  whose 

a c tu a l trad e was o f  l e s s  v a lu e . In  a l e t t e r  to  th e  head o f  th e  company, 

Jacques Clamorgan, Mackay s ta te d ;

I f  th e  Company i s  to  continue in  t h i s  d is ta n t  country, 
i t  i s  a b s o lu te ly  in d isp e n sa b le  to  have th e  v i l l a g e  o f  th e  Othos 
in  your power. O therw ise, your p irogues w i l l  be more or l e s s  
p il la g e d  each y e a r , I  have promised them th a t  you w i l l  have 
a fo r t  b u i l t  among them next year  in  order to  p r o te c t them 
a g a in s t  t h e ir  enem ies; , , .3

Mackay goes on to  s t a t e  th a t  th e  t r ib e  i s  uneasy and r e s e n t fu l  o f  p ast

treatm ent by tr a d e r s , and th ey  must be convinced o f  S p a in 's  s in c e r i t y .

The f o r t ,  to  be b u i l t  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t t e ,  would a ls o  help, gain

3 "Mackay to  Glamorgan, O ct, 2h«£7e 1795* "'-A. P. N asati.r,
B efore Lewis and C lark, Documents I l lu s t r a t in g  th e  H isto ry  o f  th e  
M issouri 1785-1804, V o l, I  (S t , L ouis: S t ,  Louis H is to r ic a l  Documents
Foundation, 1952)» pp. 97 -98 .
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t h e ir  second g o a l, th a t o f  p reven tin g  B r it is h  or American tra d ers  or 

adventurers from having fr e e  a c c e ss  to  th e  trad e  o f  th e  Pawnee or to  

th e  P la t t e  R iver v a l le y .  In  s p i t e  o f  Mackay*s sound a d v ice  th e  fo r t  

a p p aren tly  never m s  b u ilt*

Mackay's jou rn a l t e l l s  o f  th e  f i r s t  a c tu a l  s tr u c tu r e  b u i l t  in  

th e  Omaha-Council B lu ffs  a rea , a tr a d e r 's  p o s t . He wrotes

On t h i s  day I  reached a p la ce  one lea g u e  below th e  mouth 
o f  th e  Chato R iver ( P la t t e ) ,  I  camped in  th a t  p la ce  in  order  
t o  v i s i t  th e  O thochita (O toes) and tak e fr e sh  p r o v is io n s  th e r e ,
On th e  fo llo w in g  day I  reached a p la ce  o n e -h a lf  leagu e above 
th e  s a id  r iv e r ,  in  order to  co n stru ct a house fo r  th e  w in ter in g  
o f  th e  tra d ers  whom I  l e f t  th e r e  on th e  20th day fo llo w in g .^

O n e-h alf leagu e  would not be s u f f i c i e n t  to  p la ce  Mackay's trad in g

house near presen t day C ouncil B lu f f s ;  i t  would probably be n earer to

th e  p o s it io n  o f  modern day B e llev u e . H arrison C lif fo r d  D ale in  h is

book, The A shley-Sm ith E xp loration  and th e  D iscovery  o f  a C entra l Route

to  th e  P a c if ic  1828-1829, a s s e r t s  th a t  Mackay's p ost was on th e  e a s t
5

bank o f  th e  r iv e r  acro ss  from th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t t e ,

W hile Mackay does not s p e c i f i c a l ly  c la r i f y  th e  p o in t fo r  u s , i t  

would seem much more l i k e l y  th a t  th e  p ost would have been on th e  w est 

bank fo r  tra d e  purposes, s in c e  th e  Oto, Pawnee, Omaha and S iou x  were on 

th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .  R egard less o f  i t s  exact lo c a t io n , th e  p o st  

la s t e d  fo r  o n ly  one y ea r , or ra th e r , one tra d in g  season , and none o f  th e  

jou rn a ls  or rep orts  o f  th e  Lewis and Clark ex p e d itio n , made n in e  years  

l a t e r ,  make any mention o f  th e  remains o f  such a s tr u c tu r e , or any/.other

^ Ib id *, "Kackay's J o u r n a l," pp. 356-357*

^Harrison C liffo r d  D ale , e d , ,  The A shley-Sm ith E xp loration  and 
th e  D iscovery  o f  a C entral Route to  th e  P a c if ic  1828l"l829 (C leveland: '
The Arthur H, Clark Company, 1 9 1 8 ), p . 23.
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s tr u c tu r e  o f  any kind, in  th a t  a rea , C lark’s jou rn a l does mention th e  

remains o f  P eter  C ru za tte 's p o st a few m iles above th e  C o u n c il,B lu ff , 

where he traded  w ith  th e  Omaha fo r  two y e a rs , and i t  would seem l ik e l y  

he would have mentioned any s ig n  o f  w hite men’s presence below th e  p o in t  

o f  t h e ir  c o u n c il, i f  i t  had e x is t e d .

Mackay’s th ir d  o b je c t iv e  had l i t t l e  to  do w ith  C ouncil B lu ffs ;  

i t  was to  f in d  th e  overland route from tS e  headwaters o f  th e  M issouri to  

th e  Spanish Southwest which both Spanish and French ex p lo ra tio n  had 

lon g  sou gh t. One o f  h is  group, by th e  name o f  John Evans, seems to  

have a c tu a l ly  accom plished th a t  f e a t  by cro ss in g  from th e  M issouri to  

th e  P la t t e  by means o f  th e  Niobrara R iver and ending up in  Santa Fe, 

thus deepening th e  co n v ic tio n  o f  th e  Spanish a u th o r it ie s  o f  th e  exposed  

p o s it io n  o f  t h e ir  v a lu a b le  p o sse s s io n s  in  th e  Southwest and, more 

im portant, in  M exico, However, tim e was running out fo r  them, th e ir  

w orst fe a r s  were about to  be r e a l iz e d .

Even i f  th ere  were no permanent towns or p o sts  p la n ted , th e  

Spanish and French fu r  trad ers d id  develop  a w ealth  o f  in form ation  

about th e  a rea . They e a r ly  recogn ized  th e  area as a c r i t i c a l  p o s it io n  

and i t  r ec e iv ed  much a t t e n t io n . in  t h e ir  l e t t e r s  and r e p o r ts , Lewis and 

Clark had, in  t h e ir  employment, s e v e r a l men fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  t r ib e s  o f  

t h i s  a r ea , James C, O lson, H isto ry  o f  N ebraska, claim s t h e ir  ex p ed itio n  

met e ig h t  p a r t ie s  o f  tra d ers  (goin g down r iv e r )  b efore  reaching th e  

P la t t e  R iver on th e ir  way w est and e lev en  p a r t ie s  going up r iv e r  on 

t h e ir  retu rn .^

James C, O lson, H is to ry  o f  Nebraska (L incoln : U ni, o f  Nebr,
P r e ss , 1 9 5 5 ), P. ^3.
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R egard less o f  how much was known o f  th e  area around p resen t day 

C ouncil B lu f f s ,  i t  i s ,  w ith out q u es tio n , th e  Lewis and Clark ex p ed itio n  

which gave, f i r s t  to  th e  area and la t e r  to  th e  c i t y ,  th e  name o f  

C ouncil B lu f f s .  Under th e  d ate  o f  F riday, August 3 , 180h, W illiam  

Clark recorded a co u n c il w ith  a la r g e  number o f  Oto and M issouri 

In d ia n s , approxim ately two hundred and f i f t y  Oto w arriors and h a l f  as 

many M issouri* He th en  r e fer re d  t o  th e  s i t e  o f  t h e ir  encampment, "The
7

S itu a t io n  o f  our la s t  Camp C ouncile B lu ff  or Handsom P ra r ie ,"

In  th e  o f f i c i a l  rep ort which was made from th e ir  n o te s ,  Clark

s ta te d  fo r  August 3- "The in c id e n ts  ju s t  r e la te d , induced us to  g iv e

to  t h i s  p la ce  th e  name o f  th e  C o u n c il-B lu ff;", The "Handsom Prarie"
8

t i t l e  was com p lete ly  gone.

From t h is  b r ie f  mention and th e  knowledge o f  th e  la r g e  co u n c il  

h e ld  th e r e  th e  area from th e  P la t te  R iver to  th e  p resen t s i t e  o f  Fort
t

Calhoun became known as "the C ouncil B lu ffs ,"  I t  was noted on th e  maps 

o f  th e  tim e and was known to  a l l  who were r e la te d  to  th e  fu r  tra d e  or 

tr a v e le d  th e  r iv e r  as such . In  f a c t ,  th e  lo c a t io n  was commonly used to  

denote th e  upper from th e  low er M isso u r i, f a c t u a l ly  i t  was not u n t i l  

January 19, 1853, th a t  th e  p resen t c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Iowa, 

adopted th a t  name.^J I t  was, a t  th a t  tim e, th e  la r g e s t  and most im portant 

p o in t on th e  r iv e r  north  o f  S t ,  L ou is, -with, th e  p o s s ib le  ex cep tio n  o f  S t ,  

Josep h , M issou ri,

"^Bernard DeVoto, e d ,,  The Journals o f  Lewis and Clark (Cambridge, 
Mas3,: The R iv ersid e  P ro ss, 1 953 ), pp. 16 -17 .

8Captains Lewis and C lark, T ravels to  th e  Source o f  th e  M issour i  
R iver and Across th e  American C ontinent to  th e  P a c if ic  Ocean, V o l. I  
"(London; Longman, H urst, R ees, Orme and Brown, 1815J ,  p . 51 .
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Even in  3-801 when th e  area was nothing but a raw, undeveloped  

ir ild ern ess  W illiam  Clark recogn ized  th e  a r e a 's  p o te n t ia ls  He s ta te d  in  

h is  jou rn al;

The s itu a t io n  o f  our l a s t  Camp Council© B lu ff  or Handsom 
P ra r ie , (25 days from t h is  to  Santa Fe) appears to  be a very  
proper p la ce  fo r  a Trading estab lish m en t and f o r t i f i c a t io n  
, „ , I  am to ld  S e n te r a l to  S ev era l n a tion s v i z c one days march 
from th e  Otto© town, one day and a h a lf  from th e  great Panis  
v i l l a g e ,  2 days from th e  Mahar Towns, two l / l  days from th e  
Loups v i l l a g e ,  and convenient to  th e  Country through which  
Bands o f  th e  S ioux hunt perhaps no o th er s i tu a t io n  i s  as w e ll  
c a lc u la te d  fo r  a tra d e in g  e sta b lish m en t,9

I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n ote  th a t  Clark mentioned th e  c lo se n e ss  o f  

Santa Fe, as w e l l  as th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  t r ib e s ,  in  regard to  th e  

C ouncil B lu f f s ,  I t  i s  sa id  th a t Clark always f e l t  th e  area would be 

th e  s i t e  o f  a major c i t y  in  years to  come. I t s  geographic lo c a t io n ,  

th e  Indians and f in e  s o i l  combined to  make i t  an id e a l  p la ce  fo r  a 

town o f  major p rop ortion s.

Although i t  i s  commonly accepted  th a t th e  s i t e  o f  Lewis and 

C larks' now famous co u n c il was on th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  near Fort 

Calhoun, Nebraska, e a r ly  w r ite r s  in  w r it in g  o f  Pottaw attam ie county  

and th e  c i t y  advanced th e  idea th a t  th e  tru e  s i t e  o f  th e  conferen ce  

was on th e  e a s t ,  or Iowa, s id e  o f  th e  M issou ri. Homer H. F ie ld  and 

Joseph R. Reed, H istory  o f  Pottaw attam ie County, Iowa, From th e  

E a r l ie s t  H is to r ic  to' 1907, contended th a t  th e  s i t e  was on th e  IowTa s id e  

near a p la ce  c a lle d  Mynster Springs w hich, in  1907, was a t  th e  northern  

edge o f  th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  They base t h e ir  claim s on th e  

jou rn a l o f  P a tr ick  Gass which noted th e  s i t e  o f  th e  encampment as

Q
DeVoto, The Journals o f  Lewis and Clark, p. 17.
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la t i t u d e  k l  d eg rees , 1? m inutes. T heir  f e e l in g s ,  in  t h e ir  own words, 

were th a t;

Although th e  exact spot i s  not p o s i t iv e ly  known, t h i s  brings  
us to  th e  Mynster sp r in g , ju s t  a t  th e  north l im it  o f  th e  c i t y ,  
where th e  g rea t b lu f f  comes down to  w ith in  a few rods o f  th e  
r iv e r ,  and must have been a fa v o r ite  m eeting p la ce  fo r  th e  
t r i b e s , as shown by a burying ground back on one o f  th e  b l u f f s , 
where are  buried  hundreds o f  a l l  ages and both s e x e s ; . . e This 
i s  th e  f i r s t  we hear o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  „ , , a lthough no per
manent se ttlem en t was made fo r  many y e a r s , i t  m s  a recogn ized  
p o in t and d esig n a ted  on th e  e a r ly  maps o f  th e  country and. 
v i s i t e d  by trapp ers and tra d ers  th a t  e x p lo ite d  t h is  reg io n  . . ,

I  am aware th a t  o th er  p o in ts  claim  th e  d is t in c t io n  o f  
being th e  o r ig in a l  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  n otab ly  Fort Calhoun, 
about f i f t e e n  m iles  above Omaha, and another a t  Traders 
P o in t, s i x  or seven m iles  south  o f th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  
but as th er e  are  no b lu f f s  a t  e ith e r  o f  th e s e  p la c e s , th e  
name would not be a p p rop ria te . A gain, t h e ir  jo u rn a l d escr ib es  
th e  broad bottom s, and ju n g les abounding w ith  w ild  grapes 
and a l iv e  w ith  w ild  tu rk eys and o th er  game, e x a c t ly  as th ey  
were f i f t y  years l a t e r ,  and fu r th e r , i f  we a ccep t th e  Fort 
Calhoun th eo ry , in  p la ce  o f  and 17" i t  would be kl.0 
and 7“ . We a ls o  f in d  them on th e  e a st  o f  th e  r iv e r  when 
Sergeant Floyd d ied  . .

W hile 0 , L, Baskin does not make any p a r t ic u la r  p o in t about th e  

lo c a tio n ' o f  th e  c o u n c il, he does seem ingly  agree w ith  F ie ld  and Reed 

th a t  th e  famous c o u n c il was h e ld  on lowm s o i l ,  n ot N ebraska’s .

W illiam  J . P e ter sen , Su perin tendent o f  th e  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  

o f  Iowa, does n ot ch a llen g e  th e  id ea  o f  th e  c o u n c i l 's  lo c a t io n  being  

in  Nebraska in  any o f  h is  a r t i c l e s  from The P a lim p se st. In  f a c t ,  he 

does not seem to  q u estio n  i t  a t  a l l ,  but ra th er  openly  accepted  i t  as 

a f a c t ,  Kiram M. C hittenden i s  probably th e  most noted author who has 

d e a lt  w ith  th e  M issouri R iver in  th e  e a r ly  s ta g es  o f  American ownership.

•^Horner H, F ie ld  and Hon, Joseph R, Reed, H isto ry  o f  
Pottaw attam ie County, Iowa, V c l9 I  (Chicago; The S . J , Clarke 
P u b lish in g  C o,, 1907), pp. 5-6*
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He s ta te d , as e a r ly  as 1902, th a t  Lewis and C larks' conference w ith  th e  

Oto and M issouri was d e f in i t e ly  h eld  on th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r ,  His 

w orks, The Fur Trade o f  th e  Far W est, was published  in  1902, f i v e  years  

b efore  F ie ld  and R eeds' h is to r y  o f th e  county in  which C ouncil B lu ffs  

r e s id e s .  However, i t  i s  not th e  o n ly  p o s s ib le  source which th ey  seem 

to  have ignored in  p u ttin g  t h e ir  work to g e th e r . Apparently th ey  never  

v i s i t e d  Fort Calhoun e i th e r  fo r  i t  c e r ta in ly  has b lu f f s  o f  i t s  own.

A c tu a lly , to d a y 's  stu d en ts o f  h is to r y  do not q u estio n  th e  p o in t  

o f  th e  conference w ith  th e  Ind ian  c h ie f s .  I t  would seem th a t  Mr, F ie ld  

and Mr, Reed were tr y in g  a l i t t l e  to o  hard to  promote C ouncil B lu f f s ,

I t  might be mentioned th a t  both were from th a t  c i t y .  I t  would not be 

reason ab le  to  assume th a t  th e  e x p e d it io n 's  le a d e rs  would ask or req u ire  

th e  v a s t  number o f  Ind ian s assem bled a t th e  conference to  cro ss  th e  

M issouri in  order to  meet them. I t  was part o f  t h e ir  assignm ent to  

inform  as many Indians as p o s s ib le  o f th e  change o f  ownership o f  th e  

L ouisiana t e r r i t o r y  and th e  Ind ian s o f  t h i s  area were on th e  w e st, not 

th e  e a s t ,  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .  The Pawnee l iv e d  on th e  P la t t e ,  th e  S iou x  

wandered th e  p la in s  fo llo w in g  th e  b u ffa lo  and even th e  Omaha; are  

g e n e r a lly  reported  as being on th e  Nebraska s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .  T heir  

re feren ce  to  "broad bottoms abounding in  game" could e a s i ly  d e scr ib e  

e i t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  s l i g h t l y  north o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Moreover 

t h e ir  in s is t e n c e  or con ten tio n  th a t  Sergeant Floyd d ied  and was buried  

on th e  Iowa s id e  a t  S iou x  C ity  i s  e n t ir e ly  w o rth less  as a ccep ta b le  

evidence to  support t h e ir  c a se . The "Big Muddy" i s  famous fo r  i t s  

s h i f t in g  channels and sandbars, which caused ex p ed itio n s  to  c o n sta n tly  

change from one s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  t o  th e  o th er in  order to  f in d  w ater
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deep enough to  f l o a t  t h e ir  b o a ts , avo id  sn ags, sandbars, or treach erou s  

cutbanks. The r iv e r  was, a t  th a t  tim e , a w inding, loop in g  stream  

c o n sta n tly  changing i t s  course and thus lea v in g  th e  "broad bottoms" 

f i r s t o n  one and th en  on th e  o th er  s id e  o f  i t s  banks.

Ail exp la n a tio n  o f  th e  con fu sion  can perhaps be provided by 

E l l i o t t  Coues in  h is  book, H isto ry  o f  th e  E xped ition  Under th e  Command
r r . ■

o f  Lewis and C lark . In  t h i s  work Coues added a len g th y  fo o tn o te  on th e

su b je c t . H is ex p lan ation  was th a t  L ew is's  map, drawn in  1806, d id  not

mark th e  s i t e  o f  th e  c o u n c il or any "Council B lu ff ,"  However, a map

drawn by W illiam  Clark in  1814 had th e  words "Council B luff"  le t t e r e d  on

th e  Iowa s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  w ith  no mark made to  in d ic a te  th e  exact

sp ot o f  th e  c o u n c il .  The vagueness o f  th e  exact lo c a t io n  was, fo r

h is to r ia n s  o f  th e  p er iod , compounded by th e  use o f  th e  term C ouncil

B lu ff  or C ouncil B lu ffs  to  in d ic a te  th e  whole range o f  h i l l s  on both

s id e s  o f  th e  r iv e r  from th e  P la t te  to  about tw e n ty -f iv e  to  t h ir t y  m iles

above i t .  I t  i s  q u ite  apparent th e  Honorable M ssrs. F ie ld  and Reed d id

n ot read C oues's work, however, fo r  he goes on t o  s t a t e  th a t:  "The sp ot

i s  marked on N i c o l l e t t s ' map, as determ ined by him in  1839. I t  was la t e r
11th e  s i t e  o f  Fort Calhoun,"

The ex p ed itio n  d id  make th e  area known to  th e  w orld. I t  created  

tremendous p u b lic  in t e r e s t  in  th e  e n t ir e  w est, as w e ll  as th e 'M isso u r i 

R iver v a l le y .  E ven tu a lly  i t  was th e ir  conference which was to  crea te  

th e  name o f  th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  In s p i t e  o f  th e ir  ca su a l 

r eferen ce  to  th e  sp ot o f  t h e ir  c o u n c il th e  name s tu ck  to  th e  area fo r

11 .
E l l i o t  Coues, H isto ry  o f  t he Ex p ed itio n  Under th e  Command o f

Lewis and C lark , V ol, I  "(NewYork: "Francis P, Harper, 1893)V p. 66^
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years to  come, and was e v e n tu a lly  appropriated  by th e  c i t iz e n s  o f  th e  

town th a t  arose  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  near th e  s i t e  o f  th e  

e a r l ie r  c o u n c il.



CHAPTER II

INDIANS, MISSIONARIES AND FUR TRADERS 180-1-18^3

For alm ost f i f t y  years th e  term  C ouncil B lu ffs  referred  to  th a t  

area from th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t te  to  th e  p resen t day town o f  Fort 

Calhoun. Various h is to r ia n s  have t r i e d ,  a t  t im e s , to  a tta ch  i t  to  var

io u s  p la ces  or p o s ts ,  but th e  name d id  not g e n e r a lly  mean a d e f in i t e  

lo c a t io n  u n t i l  th e  in co rp o ra tio n  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s .

During t h is  period  th e  area went through a number o f  changes in  

in h a b ita n ts  and developm ent. During t h i s  period  th e  p resen t s i t e  o f  

C ouncil B lu ffs  became in h a b ita ted  and th e  s i t e  i t s e l f  began to  r e f l e c t  

th e  changes ta k in g  p la ce  a lon g  th e  M issouri as th e  fr o n t ie r s  o f  th e  

U nited S ta te s  approached, reached and jumped from th e  M issouri to  th e  

P a c i f i c .

The exact h is to r y  o f  th e  area in  th e  e a r ly  1800's i s  ra th er  

vague. Large numbers o f  peop le  were not y e t  in  th e  a rea , and most o f  

th o se  th a t  were in  th e  area were not o f  th e  typ e which kept any 

e la b o ra te  records or d ia r ie s .  Most o f  th e  p eo p le , both w hite  men and 

In d ia n s, were unable to  read or w r ite . B es id es , most o f  them seldom v i s i t e d  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  long  enough to  l e t  t h e ir  knowledge o f  th e  area spread to  

th e  normal p op u la tio n . The temporary fu r  trad e p o sts  o f  th e  area have 

long s in c e  been swallowed up or r o tte d  away. In  f a c t  Hiram C hittenden  

rep orted  in  h is  work on th e  fu r  trad e  th a t ,  even as he wrote in  1902, i t  

was im p o ssib le  to  recover even th e  names, o f  many o f  th o se  p osts  in  the

18
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a rea . Of th o se  known to  e x is t*  few  could be p r e c is e ly  lo c a te d . His 

b e s t  e stim a te  fo r  th e  f i f t y  year  period  a f t e r  L em s and C lark s' b r ie f  

v i s i t  to  th e  area was th a t  about tw enty d if f e r e n t  p o sts  e x is te d  in  th e  

area fo r  varying periods o f  time.'*"

The im portance o f  th e  area was n ever q u estio n ed . In  f a c t ,  in

th e  e a r ly  f a l l  o f  1504 th e  f i r s t  American m ilita r y  commander o f  th e

upper M issou ri, Major James B ru ff, su ggested  to  h is  su p er io rs  th a t a

m il ita r y  p o st be e s ta b lish e d  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t te  on th e  M issouri

R iv er , He was convinced th e  P la t t e  was th e  rou te  to  th e  area in  which

American and Santa Fe tra d ers  could b e s t  meet w ith  e a se . Such a p ost

would, in  h is  o p in io n , prevent depredation s o f  Ind ian s on r iv e r  t r a f f i c

and th e  Santa Fe tra d e  and crea te  a h igh er  regard fo r  American might

among th e  v a r iou s t r ib e s .  He a ls o  added th a t  i t  would prevent th e

B r it is h  from sm uggling tra d e  goods in to  th e  area from Canada. However,

h is  su g g e stio n  was n ot looked upon favorab ly  and no a c t io n  was tak en .

I t  was g e n e r a lly  f e l t ,  in  h igh er  m ilita r y  c i r c l e s ,  th a t  American troops

should  be co n so lid a ted  whereas such a p o st would tend to  d isp e r se
2tr o o p s . The m atter was kept under co n s id era tio n , however.

The lo c a t io n  and even ownership o f  th e  f i r s t  trad in g  p o st in  th e  

area a f t e r  th e  American tak e  over o f  L ouisiana i s  n o t a b s o lu te ly  c le a r .

1 .Hiram Martin C hittenden , The American Fur Trade o f  th e  Far 
W est, V o l. I I  (New York: F rancis P. Harper, 1902)7  pp. 949”950,

2
Major James B ruff to  James W ilk inson, S t ,  L ou is, S ep t, 29, 

180^," and "Secretary o f  War to  Governor W ilk inson, War D e p t., O ct, 16, 
1805," Edwin C arter, od0, The T e r r ito r ia l  Papers o f  th e  United S t a t e s , 
V ol. X III: The T err ito ry  o f  Loiiisiana~>iissouri~T803~180o~(W ashington,
D. C,: U nited S ta te s  Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e , 19^ 8), op, 59 and
239.
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A u th o r it ie s  o f  th e  p ast g e n e r a lly  accep ted  th e  id ea  th a t  th e  famous 

M issouri R iver ex p lo rer , tra d er  and Ind ian  a g en t, Manuel L isa , b u i l t  th e  

f i r s t  p o st in  th e  a rea . They c r e d it  him -with naming B e lle v u e , Nebraska 

and e s ta b lis h in g  a p o st th ere  in  1805* C hittenden contends th a t  L isa 's  

arch  r i v a l s , Robert M cLellan and Ramsay Crooks were th e  f i r s t  in  th e  

a r ea . In  1807 th ey  formed a p artn ersh ip  and got support from August 

and S y lv e s te r  Chouteau* On t h e ir  way up r iv e r  th ey  ran in to  Ensign  

P ryor's  sm all detachment who had t r ie d  to  return  th e  Mandan c h ie f ,

Shahaka, who had returned w ith  L em s and Clark to  v i s i t  P resid en t  

J e ffe r s o n , P ryor's sm all p arty  was a tta ck ed  by A ricara and S iou x  who 

were a t  war w ith  th e  Mandan* Crooks and McLellan dropped back down r iv e r
3and, supp osed ly , b u i l t  a p o st on th e  p resen t s i t e  o f  B ellev u e  in  1808, 

A c tu a lly , u n t i l  th e  coming o f  th e  Mormons i t  seemed th a t  

B ellev u e  would be th e  g rea t c i t y  which was alm ost bound to  a r is e  in  th e  

a rea . I t  was th e  cen ter  o f  th e  fu r  trad e  fo r  many years and se v e r a l  

p o sts  were e s ta b lish e d  th er e  inc3.uding th o se  o f  Crooks and M cLellan, 

Joshua P i lc h e r , F o n ten e lle  and D rips and P eter  Sarpy, P osts-w ere  

e s ta b lis h e d  th er e  because o f  th e  e x c e lle n t  lo c a t io n  on both th e  P la t te  

and M issouri R iv ers , good trad e w ith  O to, Pawnee, Omaha and S iou x  and 

because o f  s tro n g er , more h o s t i l e  Ind ian s beyond th a t  p o in t . The s i t e  

a ls o  became th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  a r e a 's  f i r s t  and major Indian  agency.

In  1819 th e  f i r s t  steamboat to  s u c c e s s fu l ly  tr a v e r se  th e  tr ic k y  

currents o f  th e  M issouri R iver to  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area came up th e  

r iv e r .  The "Western E ngineer,"  part o f  Major Long's E x p ed itio n , fought

^C hittenden, The American Fur Trade , V o l, I , pp. 159-162 ,
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i t s  way up th e  "Big Muddy" to  a sp ot ju s t  above Fort L isa about f iv e  

m iles  below  th e  s i t e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  "Council”-B luff*  and about te n  m iles  

above modern Omaha, Here th ey  b u i l t  a w in ter  encampment and departed  

th e  fo llo w in g  sp r in g . The same year saw th e  a r r iv a l  o f  troops who 

e s ta b lis h e d  i* o r t a o r i i  is on near oho CouiiCil-^Bluff, The fo r t  was la t e r  

abandoned,

An agency fo r  th e  O to, Omaha and Pawnee was e s ta b lish e d  a t  

B ellev u e  by Joshua Pilchex* in  1823. John Dougherty la t e r  x*ep!aced 

P ilc h e r  and purchased h is  tra d in g  p ost fo r  th e  agency. Meanwhile- th e  

f i r s t  m iss io n a r ie s  entered  th e  a rea . The Reverend Johnston H ykins, a 

B a p t is t ,  was f i r s t  to  en ter  th e  area, o f  fu r  trad e  in  1833b but Reverend 

Moses M e r r ill ,  a ls o  a B a p t is t , e s ta b lis h e d  a m ission  and sch o o l fo r  th e  

Ind ian s a t  B e llev u e , He a ls o  brought -with him th e  f i r s t  permanent w hite  

women t o  become a part o f  th e  a r e a ’s p op u la tion , h is  w ife , Miss Cynthia 

Brown and Ira  Blanchard, In  1835 he became a government tea ch er  to  th e  

same In d ia n s , He d ied  in  18h0 and in  18b6 Mr, and Mrs, Edward McKinney 

s e t  up a P resb yterian  m ission  and sch o o l which was to  become fa r  more 

s u c c e s s fu l  than M e r r il l’s ,

In  182? Fort A tkinson was abandoned by th e  m ilita r y  and B ellev u e  

became th e  major p o st and p r in c ip a l sh ipp ing p o in t on th e  upper M issou ri, 

s in c e ,  a t  th a t  tim e, th e  M issouri ran much c lo s e r  to  th e  growing 

community. However, during t h i s  p eriod  even ts in  th e  fu r  trad e  fo r  th e  

M issouri were lea d in g  to  changes which would, fo r  a tim e, le s s e n  th e  

im portance o f  th e  area* Traders and trapp ers had su ffe r ed  h e a v ily  from 

Indian  a tta c k s  and ambushes along th e  Upper M issouri and i t s  branches, 

A ricara and v a r iou s S ioux t r ib e s  made movement up r iv e r  both d i f f i c u l t
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and dangerous* But i t  was th e  dreaded B la c k fe e t , spurred on and 

su p p lied  by th e  B r i t is h ,  ■who drove th e  Americans out o f  th e  area*

Trade and trap p in g  were r isk y  in  any area , but th e  B la ck feet caused  

con stan t lo s s e s  o f  men, money and equipment* They d e fea ted  Manuel L isa  

and forced  him to  retu rn  to  th e  B lu ffs  area from which he coordinated  

a tta c k s  on B r it is h  Indian s during th e  War o f  1812, Joshua P ilc h e r  was 

e v e n tu a lly  d riven  out in  1823 when a group o f  h is  men were ambushed 

and n ea r ly  a n n ih ila te d , ?LOsing an e n t ir e  y ear's  h a rv est o f  fu r s , P ilc h e r  

long  blamed C olonel Leavenworth fo r  th e  fa i lu r e  o f  th e  army to  im press 

th e  Ind ian s w ith  American m il ita r y  might and c lo su re  o f  th e  M issouri to  

th e  fu r  tr a d e r s ,

The end o f  fu r  trad e  e x p ed itio n s  up th e  M issou ri was caused by 

many fa c to r s ,  in c lu d in g  in e p t m il ita r y  le a d e r sh ip . The d isco v ery  o f  th e  

P la t t e  R iver route in to  th e  c e n tr a l R ock ies, th e  development o f  th e  

rendevous system , A sto r 's  entrance in to  th e  tra d e  from th e w est coast  

and Great Lakes, th e  growth o f  th e  Santa Fe tr a d e , th e  su ccess  o f  th e  

B la c k fe e t , as w e ll  as th e  f a i lu r e  o f  th e  Y ellow stone E xp ed itio n , a l l  

tended to  d is t r a c t  from th e  im portance o f  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  a rea . Major 

p o sts  in  th e  area were abandoned and t r a f f i c  on th e  r iv e r  le s s e n e d . In  

1833 Robert Campbell w rote t h a t ,  w ith  th e  excep tio n  o f  th e  American Fur 

Company steam boats, none ascended as high as th e  C ouncil B lu f f s ,

Of th e  tw enty p o sts  estim ated  to  have been in  th e  area o f  

C ouncil B lu ffs  o n ly  th ree  were ever a c tu a lly  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  

r iv e r ,  Robidou, Papin, Chouteau and B erto ld  had a p o s t a t  th e  mouth o f

h b i d . ,  V o l. I l l ,  pp. 922-923,
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th e  Nishnabotna , and P eter  Sarpy s e t  up a p o st a t  what became known as  

Traders P o in t , or la t e r ,  S t .  F r a n c is , This p ost e x is te d  fo r  many years  

a t  a s i t e  about f iv e  m iles below p resen t day C ouncil B lu ffs  a t  a p o in t  

where th e  r iv e r  made a sharp bend back toward th e  e a s t ,  Sarpy kept th e  

p o st open fo r  many years and e s ta b lis h e d  a rope fe r ry  a t  th a t  p o in t  

which was used by many Mormons to  cro ss  th e  M issou ri,

The l a s t  p o st on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  i s  th e  one w hich, 

i f  i t  r e a l ly  e x is t e d , was a c tu a l ly  lo c a te d  on land now in clu d ed  w ith in  

p resen t day C ouncil B lu f f s ,  T ra d itio n  in  e a r ly  C ouncil B lu ffs  h e ld  

th a t  th e  tow n's f i r s t  b u ild in g  m s  a tra d in g  p ost owned by a man by 

th e  name o f  Hart or Heart a t  a sp o t near th e  northern l im it s  o f  th e  

c i t y  near what was la t e r  c a lle d  Mynster S p rin g , Charles H. B abbitt 

d ec la red  th a t  he saw th e  remains o f  what looked l ik e  a p o st in  1855 

about h a l f  a m ile  from th e  shore o f  Iowa Lake. He thought i t  would 

have en c lo sed  about two a c r e s . I t  was p o s s ib le  th a t th e  two sp rin gs  

a t  th a t  s i t e  had ca rr ied  s i l t  in to  th e  la k e , which was a c u t - o f f  o f
5

th e  M issou ri, causing th e  la k e  shore l in e  to  move away from th e  p o s t .

B a b b itt 's  account corresponds very  c lo s e ly  w ith  th a t  o f  Father

DeSmet’s ,  DeSmet was asked about such a p o st and i t s  owner in  la t e r

days. In  h is  r ep ly  he s ta te d !

The remains a llu d ed  to  must be th e  s i t e  o f  th e  o ld  tra d in g  
p o st o f  Mr. H eart, When i t  was in  e x is te n c e  th e  M issouri r iv e r  
ran up to  th e  tra d in g  p o s t . In  1832 th e  r iv e r  l e f t  i t ,  and s in c e

. -5Charles H, B a b b itt, Ear3.y Days a t  C ouncil B lu ffs  (W ashington, 
D, C.t P ress o f  Byron S , Adam3 , 1 9 l 6  j , pp, ”'*12-13.
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th a t  tim e i t  goes by th e  name o f  "Heart’s Cut-Off" lea v in g  a 
la r g e  la k e  above C ouncil B lu ffs  C ity ,6

F ie ld  and Reed’s account o f  Potta-wattamie County f a i l s  to

mention Hart a t  a l l ,  n e ith e r  does B ask in ’s , But Dr, Edwin James, a

member o f  th e  Long E xped ition  in  1819-20, recorded a s to r y  about th e

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a major Iowa Ind ian  c h ie f  who became very  fr ie n d ly  w ith

th e  members o f  th e  ex p ed itio n  and knew E n g lish , James wrote th a t  he

sta y ed  near th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  th a t  autumn, even a f t e r  h is  people l e f t ,

in  order to  s i t  in  on th e  co u n c ils  w ith  variou s t r ib e s .  He then  went

up th e  Boyer R iver to  tra p  beaver w ith  h is  fa m ily . T his c h ie f ,  i t

seem s, was known by se v e r a l names in c lu d in g  Hard Heart; in  Iowan i t  m s  
7

Wang-e-waha,

In  th e  ’’P la t te  Purchase” tr e a ty  a t  B ellev u e  in  1836 an Iowa 

c h ie f ta in  "No Heart" was one o f  th e  s ig n a to r ie s .  The d if fe r e n c e  in  

"HardHeart" and "No H eart," he f e l t ,  was alm ost n i l  when one considered  

th e  problems o f  in te r p r e ta t io n . I t  seems, a t  l e a s t ,  th a t  an Iowa

Indian  c h ie f  by th e  name o f  "  H eart” d id  e x i s t  in  th e  area in  th e

m id -1830 's , i f  not soon er, Charles H, B abbitt b e lie v e d  th e  p o st e x is te d ,  

perhaps a s  e a r ly  as 1824, B abbitt adm its th a t  no r e a l  evidence can be 

found to  a u th e n tic a te  h is  b e l i e f .  No mention o f  a tr a d e r 's  l i c e n s e  can 

be found nor any mention in  th e  records o f  th e  American Fur Company or

Hiram Martin C hittenden and A lfred  T albot R ichardson, ed^, L i f e , 
L ette rs  and T ravels  o f  Father P ierre-J ea n  DeSmet, S . J . ,  1801-1873»
V ol. IV: Father DeSmet to  A. D. Jon es, Dec. 28, 1867 (New York: Francis
P. Harper, 1 9 0 5 ), p. 1353.

^Reuben Gold T w aites, e d . , E arly  Western T ravels 1748-1846,
V o l. XIV: "Account o f  an E xp ed ition  from P ittsb u rgh  to  th e  Rocky 
Mountains Performed in  th e  Years 1819 and 1820” (C leveland: The 
Arthur H. Clark Company, 1904), p , 250 .
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any o f  i t s  p red ecessors or successors®  I t  would seem th e  r e g u la r ly  

l ic e n s e d  tra d ers  would have reported  and complained about an u n licen sed  

tra d er  competing a g a in st them® However, B abbitt s t i l l  s t a t e s :  "It

seems to  be a f a c t ,  n e v e r th e le s s , th a t  someone named Hart or Heart d id  

conduct a trad in g  house or tr a p p er 's  s ta t io n  a t  th e  in d ic a te d  p o in t
g

p r io r  to  1832,"

• B a b b itt, i t  would seem, was reaching in  h is  search  fo r  support 

o f  h is  point® A b r ie f  stud y o f  th e  Oto, M issouri and Omaha tr e a ty  

sign ed  a t B ellev u e  on October 15, 1836, r ev e a ls  th a t no Iowa c h ie fs  

were recorded as signers® The name "Wo Heart" i s  found, but i s  to  be 

found under th e  "Omahaw" delegation®  The Omaha were g e n e r a lly  found 

on th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  f i f t y  or s ix t y  m iles  north  o f  th e  p resen t

9c i t y  o f  th e  same name.

However, such a p o st would have had an id e a l  s i t e ,  con sid erin g  

th a t  i t  was on th e  e a s t  bank® I t  would have been w e ll  p ro tec ted  and 

th e  Boyer R iver and i t s  v a l le y ,  a fexj m iles above, provided one o f  th e  

few  ea sy  rou tes through th e  b lu f f s  a long th e  r iv e r .  B esid es th e  

support o f  th e  accounts o f  DeSmet and Dr, Edwin James th e  maps o f  th e  

American Fur Company's steam boats r e fe r  to  th e  range o f  h i l l s  e a s t  o f  

th e  r iv e r  a t  th e  p o in t as "H art's B lu ffs ,"  and th e  new channel formed 

by a f lo o d  in  I 832 was t i t l e d  "Hart's Cut-Off" in  t h e ir  lo g s .

In  1837 th e  f i r s t  s iz e a b le  pop ulation  group entered  and s e t t l e d

^ B ab b itt, E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s , pp. 1 0 -1 2 ,

9U, S , Congress, S en a te , Committee .on Ind ian  A f fa ir s ,  T reaty  
w ith  th e  O to, E tc . ,  I 896 , Sen® Doc, 319» Indian A f fa ir s ,  Laws and 
T r e a t ie s , ed , by Charles K* Xappler (W ashingtoil, D, C.: Government
P r in tin g  O ff ic e , 190h<), p 8 ^81,



26

th e  p r e c is e  area o f  what i s  now C ouncil B lu f f s ,  They came not by 

Choice, but by fo r c e , even though th ey  chose t h e ir .e x a c t  lo c a t io n . The 

Potawatomi Indian n a tio n  was removed to  w estern  Iowa from th e w estern  

shores o f  Lake Michigan by th e  U nited S ta te s  government a f t e r  many 

years o f  w arfare. The Potawatomi had been d efea ted  s e v e r a l tim es and 

were s p l i t  in to  variou s branches o f  a once g rea t Potawatomi n a tio n  

and were sc a tte r e d  around th e  w estern  shores o f  Lake M ichigan and w est 

to  th e  lands o f  th e  Winnebago,

In  J u ly , 1830, t r e a t ie s  were completed w ith  t r ib e s  in c lu d in g  

th e  S ac, S iou x , Iowa, Oto, M issouri and Fox0 By t h e ir  t r e a t i e s  th e  

southw est area o f  modern Iowa and a tr ia n g u la r  corner o f  what i s  now 

northw est M issouri were ceded to  th e  IJ,S, In  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  t r e a t ie s  

th e  Potawatomi had problems w ith  th e  tr ib e s  who once claim ed th e  a rea , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  Sioux who raided  in to  th e  area o f t e n . The S iou x  th r e a t  

was grea t enough to ' cause th e  e r e c t io n  o f  two p o sts  fo r  th e  protect5.on  

o f  th e  Potawatomi,

On September 26, 1833» th e  f i r s t  o f  s e v e r a l s c a tte r e d  groups 

th a t  had once belonged to  th e  Potawatomi n a tion  sign ed  a tr e a ty  a t  

Chicago, I l l i n o i s j  s ig n e rs  in c lu d ed  Chippewa, Ottowa and Potawatomi 

In d ian  le a d e r s . The tr e a ty  s t ip u la te d  th a t th ey  surrender a l l  c laim s 

to  lands from Lake Michigan w est to  th e  land a lrea d y  ceded by th e  

Winnebago n a t io n , north to  th e  land ceded by th e  Menominees and south  

to  lands ceded by th e  tr e a ty  s ign ed  a t  P r a ir ie  du Chien in  1829, about 

f iv e  m il l io n  a cres  in  a l l ,  In  retu rn  th ey  were to  r e c e iv e  f iv e  m il l io n  

a cres  in  w estern Iowa, th e  borders to  be th e  M issouri R iver from th e  

mouth o f  th e  Boyer to  th e  mouth o f  th e  Nodaway, then  due e a s t  (about
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f i f t y  to  s ix t y  m ile s )  to  th e w est l in e  o f  th e s t a t e  o f  M issouri (which

was fa r th er  e a s t  than th e  p resen t b o rd er ), a long  th a t  l in e  to  th e

northw est corner o f  th e  s t a t e , then  e a s t  along th e  s t a t e  l in e  to  where

i t  in te r s e c te d  w ith  th e  S.ac-Fox r e se r v a tio n  b o rd er/ then  north on th a t

l i n e  ''sc fa r  as th a t  when a s tr a ig h t  l in e  s h a l l  be run therefrom  to  th e

B oyer's r iv e r  i t  s h a l l  in c lu d e  f iv e  m il l io n  acres," *^

The tr e a ty  provided th e  tribesm en w ith  one hundred thousand

d o lla r s  in  goods, one hundred and f i f t y  thousand d o lla r s  to  s a t i s f y

claim s a g a in s t  them, two hundred and e ig h ty  thousand d o lla r s  in

a n n u it ie s  paid over fo u rteen  y e a r s , one hundred and f i f t y  thousand

d o lla r s  "to b e -a p p lied  to  th e  e r e c tio n  o f  m i l l s ,  farm h ou ses, Ind ian

houses and blacksm ith  shops, to  a g r ic u ltu r e  improvements" and to  buy

equipment, t o o ls  and s to c k , as w e l l  as to  supply s e r v ic e s  o f  m il le r s ,

d o c to r s , farm ers, b lacksm iths and mechanics as found n ecessa ry  by th e

P r e s id en t, An a d d it io n a l sev en ty  thousand d o lla r s  was to  bo in v e s te d

and th e  in t e r e s t  used to  b u ild  s c h o o ls , h ir e  tea ch ers  and support
11

dom estic  a r ts  fo r  th e  t r ib e .

In  a d d it io n  a number o f  a n n u it ie s  were provided to  p a r t ic u la r  

le a d e rs  and, in  some c a se s , t h e ir  bands. Among th o se  l i s t e d  i s  B i l ly  

C aldw ell who p lays an im portant r o le  in  lo c a t in g  th e  Potawatomi a t  

C ouncil B lu f f s ,

10U, S , C ongress, S e n a te , Committee on Indian A f fa ir s ,  T reaty  
With th e  Chippewa, E tc , ,  1833» Document No, 319: Ind ian  A ffa ir s ,  Laws
and T r e a t ie s , ed , by Charles K, Kappler, (W ashington, D, C,: Government
P r in tin g  O ff ic e , 190;l ) , p# *1-02,

11
I b id , , p , h03.
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From 1832* through 1837 v a r io u s bands o f  Potawatomi signed

t r e a t ie s  ceding sm aller  areas o f  la n d , p r im arily  a long th e  Tippecanoe

River in  Indiana. These bands p ea cefu lly  surrendered reservation  lands

o f  from two to  ten  s e c t io n s  in  area in  return fo r  varying  a n n u it ie s ,

a l l  pledged to  move to  a • r e se r v a tio n  e s ta b lish e d  w est o f  th e  M iss is s ip p i

as provided e a r l ie r  w ith  th e  E xception  o f  th e  “T reaty With The

Potawatom i, 1837." T his t r e a ty  provided fo r  th e ir  removal t o  an area

southw est o f  th e  M issouri R iv er , The U .S. government agreed to  g iv e

them land a long th e  Osage R iv er , T h is i s  a c tu a lly  much c lo s e r  to  th e
12area to  which th e  Potawatomi e v e n tu a lly  were pushed.

The removal o f  th e  Potawatomi. was begun in  1835* w ith in  th e  

s t ip u la te d  two year tim e l im i t .  The rem oval, ca rr ied  out by th e  War 

Department,' o f  which th e  Indian Bureau was then a p a r t, was somehow 

fo u led  up. The co n tra cto rs  ended up by lo c a t in g  th e  In d ian s near and 

o p p o site  Fort Leavenworth which was con sid era b ly  below th e  mouth o f  th e  

Noda*ray R iv er . T heir s ta y  th ere  was b r ie f  in  d u ration . In  th e  f a l l  o f  

1836 th e  Indian s sign ed  t r e a t i e s  which ceded th e  tr ia n g le  known as th e  

P la t te  Purchase to  th e  U .S. to  become a part o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  M issou ri. 

The Potawatomi em igrants, who were not on land a l lo t e d  fo r  them anyway, 

were again  forced  to  p ick  up and le a v e  fo r  the country o r ig in a l ly  

a ssig n ed  to  them in  Iowa,

What was ap p aren tly  th e  f i r s t  group o f  Potawatomi Ind ians to  

a r r iv e  in  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area came aboard th e  steam er "Kansas," 

accompanied by B rigad ier-G en era l Henry A tkinson and t h e ir  su b -agen t,

12I b id . ,  pp. h29,  fj-30, iQ l ,  7 0 , ^71, HS8.
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Dr. Edwin James* who had been th e  surgeon and h is to r ia n  fo r  Long's 

E xp ed ition  in  1819. This group was composed o f  th o se  who could not 

make th e  overland t r ip  from Leavenworth. The group a rr iv ed  near
13

B ellev u e  on J u ly  28* 1837; th e  r e s t  o f  th e  t r ib e  was expected  soon .

The exact lo c a t io n  o f  th e  Indians was a scer ta in ed  by General

A tkinson to  be f i f t e e n  to  e ig h te e n  m iles above th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t te

R iv er . Though not co n c lu s iv e  ev id en ce , t h i s  p la ces  t h e ir  lo c a t io n

in  what i s  now C ouncil B lu ffs  proper, However, more about th a t  l a t e r .

On August 8 th e  steam er "Howard" brought another s e v e n ty - f iv e

Indian s to  th e  encampment. Dr, James a t  th e  tim e expressed  h is  l ik in g

fo r  th e  area d ir e c t ly  acro ss  from th e  P la t te  as a p la ce  fo r  th e  is s u e

house and sub-agency. T his would, o f  course, p lace  i t  in  a convenient

lo c a t io n  near th e  main agency a t  B e llev u e , A house and b lacksm ith  shop

were a ls o  e s ta b lish e d  on th e  s i t e  a t  th e  sub-agency. I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g

t o  n ote  th a t  th e  lo c a t io n  was g iv en  as th e  "Sub-Agency o f  C ouncil 
14B lu ff s ,"

These l e t t e r s  and o th ers  in d ic a te  th e  f i r s t  Potawatomi a rr iv ed  

in  t h i s  area in  J u ly , 1837* However, th ere  i s  some ev id en ce to  in d ic a te  

th a t  some o f  th e  t r ib e  was a lrea d y  in  th e  area a l lo t e d  them, but not 

n e c e s s a r i ly  a t  C ouncil B lu f f s .  I t  seems th a t  a Captain R u sse ll  removed 

a la r g e  group o f  th e  Chicago Ind ian s in  1835» & Mr. K ercheval removed a 

la r g e  body o f  them in  I 836 , The q u estio n  th en  a r is e s  as to  whether th e

3*3 "B rigadier General Henry At kins on-H eadqua rb er  s 1 s t  Department, 
J u ly  28 , 1837»" B a b b itt , E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu ffs , p , 27 .

14
U, S . Congress, Senate Documents, Edwin James- (Sub-Agency o f  

C ouncil B lu ff s )  -  Gen. Wm. C lark, Aug. 11, 1837. 25th  Cong,, 2d s e s s , ,  
V ol. I ,  p . 549,
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Commissioner o f  Indian A ffa ir s  meant frora Indiana or Fort Leavenworth*

He went on to  add th a t  e ig h t  hundred and fo r ty “two had removed them

s e lv e s  in  November, 1837 a^d th a t  a C olonel Sands d e liv e r e d  two 

hundred and e ig h ty -se v e n  th e  same f a l l .  In  th e  f a l l  o f  1838 a Mr,

Berry d e liv e r e d  one hundred and f i f t y .  The rep ort then  s t a te s  th a t th e  

"Whole number o f  O ttawas, Chippewas and Pottaw attam ies removed p r io r  to  

1840 ( a l l  in  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  sub-agency) . * , 2 ,7 3 ^ .

No o th er  sources in d ic a te  such an e a r ly  a r r iv a l  o f  any number 

o f  Potawatomi as 1835 or  even 1836, T rea tie s  w r itte n  as l a t e  as 

February, 1838, s t i l l  s t ip u la te d  th e  Potawatomi be removed to  an area  

in  M issou ri, n o t Council B lu ffs*  I t  would seem p o s s ib le  th a t th e  

com m issioner had m istak en ly  put f ig u r e s  fo r  groups o f  Potawatomi moved 

out o f  Indiana in  w ith  th o se  o f  Potawatomi being removed from th e  P la t te  

Purchase t o  C ouncil B lu f f s ,

Of th e  Potawatomi who a rr iv ed  a t  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  sub-agency  

most o f  them remained in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  p resen t day C ouncil B lu f f s ,

Only one major group l e f t  th e  immediate a rea . T his band s e t t l e d  on th e  

upper branches o f  th e  N ishnabotna, One o f  th e  major bands, le d  by c h ie f  

B i l ly  C ald w ell, lo c a te d  about f i v e  hundred o f  h is  tribesm en in  an area  

along  what i s  now Broadway ju s t  above Main s t r e e t .

T his th en  i s  th e  f i r s t  s iz e a b le  group to  lo c a te  in  th e  C ouncil 

B lu ffs  area and i s  th e  f i r s t  s iz e a b le  a d d itio n  to  th e  p op u la tion  o f  what 

i s  now C ouncil B lu ffs  proper. The s i t e  chosen by th e  t r ib e  was to  

become th8 approxim ate cen ter  o f  th e  town b u i l t  on th e  lo c a t io n . The

^ U , S , Congress, House Documents, Report o f  Commission o f  
Indian  A f fa ir s ,  26th Cong,, 2d s e s s , ,  V o l. I ,  p, 253,
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f a c t  th a t  a sm all fo r t  -was b u i l t  on a p o in t running out from a b lu f f  to  

overlook  th e  sm all v a l le y  was in stru m en ta l in  th e  In d ia n s' d e c is io n  to  

lo c a te  in  th e  a rea . The S iou x  had decided  th a t th ey  d id  not want th e  

Potawatomi in  th e  area; and* reg a rd le ss  o f  th e  tr e a ty  th ey  had sign ed  

ceding th e  land away, i t  seemed as i f  th ey  had determ ined t c  prevent 

th e  em igrants from s e t t l i n g  in  th e  area .

The f i r s t  man, who can be proven to  be a w hite man, to  e s ta b lis h  

a r e s id en ce  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  in  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area was 

Dr. Edwin James, The m ysterious Mr, Hart had never been c o n c lu s iv e ly  

proven to  be Indian  or w h ite  or even to  e x i s t .  Dr. James, as sub-agen t 

to  th e  Potawatomi, e s ta b lish e d  h is  agency b u ild in g  a t what was to  

become Traders P oin t south o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,

The f i r s t  w hite men to  l i v e  w ith in  th e  borders o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  

proper were Captain D. B, Moore and h is  Company 'C* o f  th e  1 s t  Dragoons, 

W hile th er e  th ey  con stru cted  th e  blockhouse around which B i l ly  C aldw ell 

cen tered  h is  t r ib a l  group. E x a ctly  who was a t  th a t lo c a le  f i r s t  i s  

unknown{ but th e  Dragoons' s ta y  was b r ie f ,  even though th e  blockhouse  

th ey  b u i l t  was an ou tstan d in g  fe a tu re  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s .

Captain Moore and h is  men were sen t to  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area  

from Fort Leavenworth to  e r e c t  a blockhouse fo r  th e  p r o te c tio n  o f  th e  

Potawatomi from th e  S io u x , T h eir  orders were to  p rovide p r o te c tio n  

u n t i l  th e  Potawatomi could g e t  s itu a te d  and e r e c t  a blockhouse fo r  th e ir  

p r o te c tio n  and u s e . They a rr iv ed  in  th e  area on August 1837, b u i l t  

th e  blockhouse and departed on November 1 , 1837*"^

l6 D, B, Moore to  C olonel S , V. Kearny, B a b b itt, E arly  Days a t  
C ouncil B lu f f s ,  p . 53«
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D e ta ils  concerning th e  b lockhouse are f a i r l y  exact as to  i t s

lo c a t io n ,  Hany c i t iz e n s  o f  ear3.y C ouncil B luffs' have agreed th a t  i t

overlooked  what i s  now e a s t . Broadway on a p o in t o f  land  which a c tu a l ly

ju t te d  out from a b lu f f  in to  Broadway and was la t e r  graded down to  a llo w

th e widening o f Broadway, and th e  dirt, was used to  r a ise  th e s t r e e t .

P eople who saw th e  blockhouse agreed th a t  i t  s a t  in  a sp o t now bounded

17by Broadway, Grace, Union and P ier ce  s t r e e t s ,

There t h e ir  agreement ends. E stim a tes , from memory, vary  on 

th e  approxim ate s i z e  o f  th e  b u ild in g . E stim ates range from tw enty fo o t  

square to  s ix t y  by tw en ty -fou r  f e e t ,  D escr ip tio n s  o f  th e  blockhouse  

vary, but most agreed th a t  i t  was made o f  whole lo g s  w ith  lo o p -h o le s  or 

r i f l e - p o r t s  a t  in t e r v a ls .  Some a ls o  b e lie v e  th a t a sm all s ix te e n  by 

tw enty  fo o t  b u ild in g  was e r e c te d , perhaps as an o f f i c e r s '  quarters*

T his would seem u n lik e ly  co n sid er in g  th e  b r ie f  d u ration  o f  t h e ir  s ta y .  

S e v e ra l rep orted  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th ree  b u ild in g s , but a t  l e a s t  one wa.s 

con stru cted  by th e  m iss io n a r ie s  who took  over th e  blockhouse a t  a la t e r  

d a te . The th ir d , i f  th er e  was a th ir d , could have been e rec ted  by th e  

m iss io n a r ie s  or by th e  In d ia n s,

Another fa c to r  which caused some confu sion  concerning th e  

blockhouse m s  th a t D, C, Bloom er's a r t i c l e  on th e  b lockhouse, recorded  

in  1895 in  The Annals o f  Iowa, con ta in ed  a number o f  apparent e r r o r s , 

Those errors were p icked up and passed  on by la t e r  authors such as .0, L, 

B askin, H isto ry  o f  Pottaw attam ie County, Iowa and Benjamin Gue, H istory  

o f  Iowa,

~ ^Ib id , ,  pp. <16-^ 7 . .
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Bloomer? who saw th e  b u ild in g 's  rem ains t in  la t e r  days* rep orts  

th a t  th e blockhouse was b u i l t  in  1839» not 1837 , and p ic tu re s  i t  as a 

blockhouse w ith  barracks and o f f i c e r s '  q u a rters , a l l  w ith in  a stockade® 

He a ls o  reported  he could n ot determine- th e  o f f i c e r s  in v o lv ed . 

A pparently Mr* Bicemer was a b e tte r  law yer than h is to r ia n . Though a 

prominent and lea d in g  c i t i z e n  o f  e a r ly  C ouncil B lu f f s , many o f  h is  

accounts seem to  be based, on legen d  and tr a d it io n , ra th er  than known 

f a c t s .  Among o th er  d isc re p a n c ie s  i t  would seem hard fo r  a company to  

accom plish  such a v a s t  undertaking from August 4  to  November 1 or to  

even have reason to  e r e c t  so e la b o ra te  a s tr u c tu r e  fo r  what was sure to  

be on ly  temporary s e r v ic e .

Other disagreem ents e x i s t .  C harles B abbitt wrote  or spoke to  a

number o f  th e  a r e a 's  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  seek in g  in form ation  about th e

b lockhouse. Some could not even agree as to  th e  exact b lock  i t  la y  in .

H. H. F ie ld  w rote i t  was tw enty by tw en ty . Spencer Smith reported  i t  a s

th ree  b u ild in g s  w ith  a sto ck a d e . Ephraim H untington.w rote th a t i t  had

a stockade o f  u p righ t oak. Reverend Henry Delong, who came w ith  th e

Mormons, reported  th re e  s tr u c tu r es  o f  square-hewn lo g s ,  th e  main

b u ild in g  being s ix t y  by tw en ty -fo u r . One w est and sou th  o f  i t  was about

tw en ty -fou r  by t h ir t y  and used as a chapel by th e  C a th o lic  m is s io n a r ie s .

The th ir d , he f e l t ,  was perhaps an o f f i c e r s 1 q u arters; however, th ere

was no stock ad e, but th ere  were clapboard ro o fs  o f  e x c e l le n t  

18con stru ction ,*

People who saw the bu ild in g  or b u ild in g s, but who wrote from

18._, . , , 0 
I b id . ,  p. -4-3.
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memory can fin d  l i t t l e  to  agree about# Even th e  p r e c is e  lo c a t io n  i s

q u estion ed  by a few# Captain M oore's l e t t e r s  and rep o rts  provide no

answers as to  e ith e r  s i z e  or ex a ct lo c a tio n #  However* a Mr, H, P,

McCain searched th e  records o f  th e  War Department in  1915 or 1916 and

reported  th a t  th e  on ly  in form ation  he could add was th a t  Moore’s orders

from C olonel S e W. Kearny were "e , , to  throw up a blockhouse o f  one

19s to r y  about 25 f e e t  square, and w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  loop  h o le s  , . , ."

This would c o r r e la te  w ith  accounts o f  Father P ie r r e ’Jean DeSmet

w r itte n  in  1838, In  sep ara te  l e t t e r s  Father DeSmet f i r s t  w rote in  Ju ly

th a t  "we have changed th e  f o r t  which C olonel Kearney has g iven  us in to

a church," This would e s t a b l is h  th a t  th ey  had taken over th e  blockhouse

s in c e  i t  was th e  on ly  p o s s ib le  "fort"  on th e  e a st  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  in

Pottaw attam ie county# On J u ly  20, 1838, he reported  th a t  "We have a

f in e  l i t t l e  ch ap el, tw en ty -fou r  f e e t  square#" This combined w ith  th e

account o f  Captain Moore should c o n c lu s iv e ly  prove to  anyone's

s a t i s f a c t io n  th e  approxim ate s i z e  and d e sc r ip t io n  o f  th e  blockhouse#

Father DeSmet went on to  add th a t  th ey  had four cabins near th e  f o r t ,

donated by B i l ly  C ald w ell. They were o f  rough co n stru c tio n  and very
20le a k y , about fo u rteen  f e e t  square.

Some o f  th e  con fu sion  among people who supposedly  saw th e  

blockhouse a t  a la t e r  d ate  could p o s s ib ly  be exp la in ed  by one o f  Father

P, McCain to  Charles H, B a b b itt, Jan, 22 , 1916," B a b b itt, 
E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s , p 9 51»

20  ■

"Father DeSmet to  Reverend Father Superior" and "Nation o f  tho  
Pottawattarrn.es" J u ly , 1838 and J u ly  20, 1838, Hiram M artin C hittenden  
and A lfred  T albot R ichardson, e d . ,  L ife ,  L e tters  and T ravels  o f  Father  
P ierre-Jean  DeSme t , S . J , , V o l, I  (¥ew Yorks ’Francis P , Harper7 1905) 
pp, 157-158 and T5S,
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DeSmet's la te r  reports which in d ica ted  th a t they were enlarging th e ir  

"church" which had become too small* T his, o f  course, would s t i l l  not 

exp la in  accounts o f  a sto u t oak p a lisa d e , Those accounts must be 

w ritten  o f f  as poor memory or th e acceptance o f  legend and tr a d it io n .

While complete inform ation on "Hart's Post" i s  lacking or 

clouded by tim e, th e  "Old Blockhouse" did e x is t  and can be co n clu siv e ly  

shown to  have been an important part o f  Council B lu ffs ' early  h is to r y .

The construction  o f the blockhouse a t th a t p a rticu la r  lo ca tio n  

in flu en ced  a large  group o f Potawatomi to  lo ca te  up and down th e sm all 

v a lle y  and creek running below th e  blockhouse. When th e Mormons la te r  

moved in  they  s e t t le d  on lands already p a r t ia lly  cleared by th e  Indians 

in  th a t area and chose th a t v a lle y  fo r  th e ir  center o f  b u sin ess. This 

leads in  turn to  the construction  o f  th e  s tr e e t  which was to  become 

known as Broadway, the main ea st-w est s tr e e t  o f  th e  c i t y  then and now.

The f i r s t  white fam ily to  lo c a te  in  or about Council B lu ffs  was 

th a t o f  Davis Hardin, Hardin served under Dr. James as A ssis ta n t  

Indian Farmer. The o r ig in a l farm esta b lish ed  by Hardin was on ly  s l ig h t ly  

south o f  th e  c i t y .  S evera l o f  h is  sons remained in  th e  area; one son, 

Richard., es ta b lish ed  a farm about tw elve m iles east o f  the c i ty  in  

what became Hardin township. W illiam  E nglish , a member o f  Moore's 

dragoons, came back to  Council B lu ffs  a f te r  h is  en listm ent was up and 

married one o f  Davis Hardin's daughters. They s e t t le d  and remained in  

the area fo r  many years.

Again th ere i s  some confusion on the is s u e . D. C, Bloomer held  

th a t Hardin's name was David and th a t he w as.the o r ig in a l agent who 

accompanied the Potawatomi to  the area . Bloomer a lso  wrote th a t he
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b u i l t  th e  f i r s t  m i l  in  th e  area in  1839 or  1840a He b e lie v e d  i t  ‘was 

on Mosquito Creak two m iles e a s t  o f  th e  c i t y  and th a t  i t  was b u i l t  by 

th e  government fo r  th e  In d ia n s . Again th e  error i s  perpetuated  by 

0 , Lb Baskin and o th e r s «

The rep ort o f  Subagent Stephen Cooper in  1841 in d ic a te s  th a t  

th e  government had not b u i l t  a m il l  fo r  th e  Ind ian s a t  a l l .  In  fact*  

th e  Ind ian s were fo rced  to  b u ild  t h e ir  own saw and g r i s t  m il l  and were 

doing a good b u s in e s s ,^

Char3.es B abbitt s ta te d  th a t l e t t e r s  on f i l e  in  th e  Indian  

O ff ic e  showed th a t  th e  m i l  was b u i l t  by Samuel N# Holcomb in  1840 fo r  

th e  Potawatomi a t  th e ir  own expense, The m il l  wTas le a s e d  to  S tu te ly  

Wicks and became known by th e  name o f  W ick's M ill .  Wicks, who l iv e d  

w ith  th e  Potawatomi and moved to  Kansas w ith  them in  1846, returned in

o , 221854 and purchased th e  m il l  from George S c o f ie ld ,

I t  was g e n e r a lly  accep ted  th a t  th e  Potawatomi made l i t t l e  

progress w h ile  in  th e  C ouncil B lu f f 's  a rea . Many made no attem pt to  

c le a r  land or. make any s u b s ta n t ia l improvements, p a r t ic u la r ly  a f t e r  th e  

ta lk s  concerning t h e ir  rem oval to  Kansas began. I t  should a ls o  be 

p o in ted  out th a t ,  a s id e  from Davis Hardin and a b lacksm ith , no govern- 

ment o ff ie ia ]_ s  or a s s is t a n t s  came to  a id  th e  In d ia n s, as th e  t r e a t ie s  

had proraised. Yet Dr, Jon es' su c ce sso r , Stephen Cooper, w rote in  1840 

th a t  th ey  had la r g e  f i e l d s ,  w e ll fen ced , and good lo g  cabins in  v i l la g e s

21U. S . C ongress, Senate Documents, Report o f  Subagent Stephen  
Cooper, 27th C ong., 2d s e s s , ,  V ol I ,  October 2, 1841, p, 357.

22
B a b b itt, E arly Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  p . 31 .
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23sc a t te r e d  from two to  f i f t e e n  m iles from th e  agency.

However, government treatm ent o f  th e  Potawatomi remained

g e n e r a lly  poor. O r ig in a l agreem ents made by t r e a t ie s  were o fte n

fo r g o tte n  when th ey  required  th e  a t te n t io n  or a c t io n  o f  th e  U .S.

governm ent, Complaints made by le a d in g  c h ie fs  in clu d ed  th e  governm ent's

f a i lu r e  to  provide farmers to  a s s i s t  th e  Indians in  lea rn in g  th e  w h ite

man's farming tech n iq u es (D avis Hardin q u it  in  1839)» to  b u ild  m il ls  to

saw th e ir  lumber and grind  t h e ir  g r a in , to  e s ta b lis h  sch o o ls  fo r  th e ir
24

ch ild ren  or to  h ir e  tea ch ers  fo r  them.

On June 1 , 1843, Richard S , E l l i o t t  a rr iv ed  a t  th e  C ouncil

B lu f f ' s  subagency and accep ted  th e  papers and e f f e c t s  o f  th e  p o s it io n

from Captain J . H, K, Burgwin who had tem p orarily  h e ld  th e  p o s it io n

a f t e r  Stephen Cooper, E l l i o t t  expressed  th e  d e s ir e  to  b u ild  a new

agency a t  a more s u ita b le  and h e a lth ie r  c o n d itio n . The o ld  agency was

s t i l l  occupied by ex -agen t Cooper who, he f e l t ,  would buy th e  p la ce

ra th er  than move. His n ex t l e t t e r  th en  in d ic a te d  th a t  he had removed

th e  agency to  B i l ly  C a ld w e ll's  v i l l a g e ,  which would put th e  agency
2 5

w ith in  th e  l im it s  o f  modern C ouncil B lu ffs  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e .

On May 31* 1838, one o f  C ouncil B lu ffs '  b e s t  known e a r ly  

in h a b ita n ts  a rr iv ed  v ia  steamboat from S t ,  L ou is , The famous C ath o lic

23U« S , C ongress, Senate Documents, Report o f  Subagent Stephen  
Cooper, 26th Cong,, 2d s e s s , ,  Vol I ,  October 12, 1840, p, 321 .

24
U, S , C ongress, Senate Report o f  Stephen Cooper, V o l. I ,  

O ctober 2 , 1841, p . 357*
* 25

"Richard S , E l l i o t t  to  S u p t, o f  Indian A ffa ir s ,  C ouncil 
B lu ffs  Subagency, June 1 , 1843 and J u ly  31» 1843," B a b b itt, E arly  Days 
a t  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  pp. 37 -38 .
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m issionary who became famous for  la te r  work among the Flathead Indians, 

Father DeSmet, Father DeSmet's l e t t e r s  and d iary have proven to  be an 

e x c e lle n t  source for  the ea r ly  period o f  Council B lu ff 's  h is to r y , even 

though M s s ta y  in  Council B lu ffs  la s te d  only two y ea rs. Father DeSmet 

was accompanied by Father Verreydt -and Brother M azelli, They were met 

a t th e landing by nearly  two thousand Indians dressed in  th e ir  f in e s t  

r e g a lia . The s ig h t  must have been im pressive because Father DeSmet's 

f i r s t  im pression o f  the Potawatomi was very good. He placed them fa r
26above th e Iowa, Sauk and Oto he had seen .

Father DeSmet was qu ick ly  brought down to  earth when he learned

the Indians were not th ere to  meet him, but rather to  obtain liq u o r

brought up fo r  traders by th e steamboat. Instead o f  th e  four or f iv e

hundred C atholic converts supposedly th ere they soon found th a t even

th e th ir ty  fa m ilie s  o f French h alf-b reed s contained only a handful o f

b ap tised . Only two would even come forward to  shake hands, w h ile  the

r e s t  were cold  or in d if fe r e n t . As he put i t  "they cannot even make

the s ign  o f  the cross nor say a pater or an ave," They were com pletely
2 7ignorant o f  th e  "truths" o f  th e  w hite man's r e l ig io n .

Father DeSmet did not waste tim e worrying about the s itu a t io n ,  

but went qu ick ly  to  work. He had a lready obtained perm ission from 

Colonel Stephen W, Kearny to  take charge o f the now vacant blockhouse 

b u ilt  by Captain Moore's Company, Chief B il ly  Caldwell gave them 

p ossession  o f th ree or four cabins near th e  blockhouse. They soon

26 Chittenden and Richardson, e d ., l i f e ,  L etters and T ravels,
p p .  1 5 7 - 1 5 8 ,  ;

2?Ib id .
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changed th e  blockhouse in to  a chapel and added a cross on th e  r o o f .

Father DeSmet began a t  once to  t r y  to  in s tr u c t  th e  ch ild ren  o f  variou s  

bands spread from f iv e  to  tw e n ty -f iv e  m iles  a p a rt, tr y in g  to  reach each 

v i l l a g e  once a week.

Homer H, F ie ld  and Joseph R, Reed, H isto ry  o f  Pottaw attam ie

County, Iow a, s ta te d  th e  C a th o lic  m ission  was an overwhelming su c c e s s .

They p ic tu red  hundreds o f  s u c c e s s fu l  conversions among th e  Ind ian s fo r
23

C ath o lic ism  and a grea t advance in  t h e ir  l e v e l  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T heir  

p ic tu re  o f  th e  m iss io n ’s glow ing su c ce sse s  i s  th e  way everyone would 

l ik e  to  have had i t fl a s to r y  book ending. U n fortu n ately  th e  good 

fe llo w s  Mr, F ie ld  and Mr, Reed d id  n ot read any o f  Father DeSmet's 

l e t t e r s .  C onsidering th e  fa c t  th a t  Hiram Martin C h itten d en 's book,

L ife ,  L e tte r s  and T ravels o f  Father P ierre-J ea n  DeSmet S'. J . 1801-1873 , 

was pu b lish ed  in  1905* two years b efore  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  t h e ir  work, 

i t  would' seem as i f  th ey  e ith e r  knew noth ing o f  th e  book or made no 

attem pt to  g a in  a ccess  to  or use i t s  m a ter ia l in  any way. Even th e  

b r ie f e s t ' s e s s io n  w ith  C h itten d en 's  work would q u ick ly  have changed th e ir  

id e a s  about th e  su ccess  o f  th e  m iss io n .

Father DeSmet1s f i r s t  l e t t e r  a f t e r  h is  a r r iv a l  among th e  

Potawatomi- in d ic a te d  t h e ir  co ld  in d if fe r e n c e  and la t e r  l e t t e r s  openly  

s ta te d  th e  f a i lu r e  o f  t h e ir  b e s t  e f f o r t s  to  gain  la r g e  numbers o f  

con verts or even to  c re a te  any g rea t changes among even a few o f  th e  

"pagan savages."

28Homer H, F ie ld s  and Hon. Joseph R ,-R eed, H istory  o f  Pottaw attam ie  
County, Iow a, (Chicago: The S , J , Clarke P u b lish in g  Co.,, 190?J, p . 67""
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The g r e a te s t  enemy o f  th e  good p r ie s t s ,  and th e  Indian s  

th em se lv es, was l iq u o r . Supposedly i l l e g a l  in  th e  Indian  tr a d e , i t  was 

brought up r iv e r  in  steam boats in  la r g e  q u a n t it ie s  by unscrupulous 

Ind ian  tr a d e r s . The Ind ian s would pari: w ith  th e ir  most p r ized  

p o sse ss io n s  fo r  a cup o f  th e  infamous brew. Father DeSmet even 

rep orted  one squaw who t r ie d  to  s e l l  her baby fo r  a b o t t le  o f  1,5f i r e 

w ater."  Once o b ta in ed , r eg a rd le ss  o f  means, th e  liq u o r  had d e v a s ta tin g  

e f f e c t s  on th e  Potawatomi. Father DeSmet w rote o f  v io le n t  q u a rre ls , 

f i g h t s , murders, b ea tin g s  and in s ta n c e s  o f  parents k i l l in g  th e ir  

c h ild r e n . L iv ing in  p e r fe c t  harmony in  normal c ircu m stan ces, a load  o f

tr a d e r ’s w hiskey caused alm ost con stan t l ig h t in g  among th o se  in d u lg in g
29

and everyone around them.

Father DeSmet‘s su c c e sse s  were l im ite d , o n ly  where th e  group

was more removed from th e  m a jo rity  o f  th e  Indians d id  he have even

lim ite d  s u c c e s s . In  December o f  1839 he wrote:

. . , from th e  above statem ent you may e a s i ly  g a th er , th a t  our 
p ro sp ects  a re  not so very  b r ig h t and f la t t e r in g ,  surrounded as 
we are  by so  many e v i l s  and o b s ta c le s ,  which a l l  our e f f o r t s  
t o  th e  contrary are  not a b le  to  stem . The Indians are weak, 
law s d isregard ed , money a pow erful tem p tation  fo r  th e  wicked  
w h ite  man and h a lf-b r e ed  . . ... I  would not dare a d v ise  anyone 
to  come h ere . The great p r o f i t  th a t th ere  i s  in  th e  liq u o r  
t r a f f i c ,  and th e  ease  w ith  which i t  can be brought in ,  throws 
th e  dregs o f  a l l  th e  s t a t e s  upon u s , They f lo o d  th e  country  
w ith  t h i s  v e r ita b le  scourge o f  th e  In d ia n , and are tu rn in g  th e  
heads o f  a l l  o f  them ,30

The l e t t e r  in d ic a te d  Father DeSmet's growing f e e l in g  th a t  i t  was

29"DeSmet -  "Most Dear S ir ,"  D ec ., 1839, V o l. I . ,  pp. .171-178 , 
and DeSmet -  "Father," Dec. 18 , 1839, V ol. TV, pp. 1463-1464,
C hittenden and R ichardson, L ife , L e tte r s  and T r a v e ls .

30DeSmet-"Most Dear S ir ,"  D ee ,, 1839> C hittenden and R ichardson, 
L ife ,  L e tters  and T r a v e ls , V o l. I ,  pp. 171-1?8 ,
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to o  la t e  to  h e lp  th e  Potawatomi, He seemed to  f e e l  th a t  th e  more 

w estern  Indian s could be saved , i f  th ey  were reached b efore  th e  

conniv ing fu r  tra d ers  could weaken them w ith  trad e  w hiskey. Thus in  

1840 Father DeSmet tr a v e le d  up th e  P la t te  R iver and across th e  Rocky 

Mountains and back down th e  M issouri in  search o f  more f e r t i l e  grounds 

fo r  h is  endeavors« During h is  t r a v e ls  he met th e  F lathead t r ib e  to  

whom he la t e r  returned .

Fathers V erreydt and Hoeken had had even l e s s  su ccess  w ith  

th e  Potawatomi than b e fo re . U nprincip led  liq u o r  s e l l e r s  and a th reaten ed  

Siou x  in v a s io n  had l e f t  them w ith  o n ly  about f i f t y  fa m ilie s  to  care  

f o r . A c t u a l l y ,  th e  m ission  was a f a i lu r e  in  every sen se  o f  th e  word. 

The problem s, seem in gly , could not be overcome, even by so a b le  a 

m ission ary  as Father DeSmet, Fathers Verreydt and Hoeken, w a itin g  fo r  

reassignm ent when Father DeSmet l e f t  them in  e a r ly  1841, l e f t  th a t

summer. The l a s t  entry in  th e  baptism al records o f  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs

m iss io n  was dated Ju ly  17, 1 8 4 1 ,-^

One could  e a s i ly  b e l ie v e  th a t Father DeSmet was prone to  be

o v e r ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  h is  own achievem ents or la ck  o f th e  same. However, 

even i f  we doubt h is  own words, th e  f a c t s  remain. The m iss io n , opened, 

w ith  g rea t e x p e c ta tio n s , la s te d  on ly  th re e  y e a rs , May, 1838-J u ly , 1841,

I t  can be s a f e ly  assumed th a t  Father DeSmet had g iven  up on th e  m ission  

lon g  b efo re  t h a t .  His l e t t e r s  and h is  d e c is io n  to  exp lore areas in  th e

31"DeSmet-Mile Chanoine C harles de la  C roix, Feb. 4 , 1841, S t ,  
L ou is,"  C hittenden and R ichardson, L ife , L etters  and T r a v e ls , V o l. I ,  
p. 258.

•^"G. J , Garraghan -  Chas. H. B a b b itt, May 16, 1916, S t e L ou is,"  
B a b b itt, E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  p. 51*



fa r  West fo r  more f r u i t f u l  areas o f  endeavor in d ic a te  th a t  he had 

g iven  up any hope o f  su ccess  w ith  th e  Potawatomi by la t e  1839. He 

v i s i t e d  th e  m ission  on ly  b r ie f ly  on h is  return t r ip  in  18*41, and found 

i t  ready to  c lo se  i t s  doors, f i v e  years b efore th e  Ind ian s i t  was 

in ten ded  to  serv e  departed; O bviously th e  m iss io n a r ie s  and th e ir  

su p er io rs  h e ld  l i t t l e  hope o f  ever succeed ing in  s u c c e s s fu l ly  convertin g  

th e  Potawatomi. a t  C ouncil B lu f f s .

I t  was in  connection  w ith  a renewed th re a t by th e  S ioux to  

d r iv e  out or wipe out th e  Potawatomi th a t th e  United S ta te s  army again  

e s ta b lis h e d  a p ost a t C ouncil B lu f f s .  The Potawatomi, faced  by a 

p o s s ib le  in v a s io n  by th e  pow erful and. f ie r c e  S ioux, were attem p tin g to  

f in d  arms and ga in  th e  support o f  surrounding t r ib e s .  A major Indian  

war was in  th e  making. To prevent th e  outbreak o f  such war, and 

prevent th e  co st o f  ending such a war once i t  s ta r te d , a fo r c e  was 

d isp a tch ed  from Fort Leavenworth. Captain J i H. K» Burgwin and a 

company o f  th e  F ir s t  Dragoons a rr iv ed  in  th e  area in  l a t e  May, 18h2, to  

p r o te c t  th e  Potawatomi and warn th e  S iou x  to  a b sta in  from fu rth er  

depredation s a g a in s t  them. Due to  th e  presence o f  th e  dragoons th e
33peace was preserved a second tim e.

W hile in  th e  area th e  dragoons con stru cted  a m il ita r y  p o st a t  4 

f i r s t  c a lle d  Camp Fenwick and la t e r  renamed Fort Croghan a t  th e  

recommendation o f  Captain Burgwin, Records show th a t  th ey  l e f t  th e  

area on or  about October 6 , 18^3* Some w r ite r s  have m istak en ly  c a lle d

S a Congress, Senate Documents, T, H artley  Crawford (War 
D e p t,, O ff ic e  o f  Indian A f f a ir s 5 to  J . C. Spencer, S ec . o f  War, 2?th  
C ong,, 3d s e s s . ,  V ol. I ,  Nov. 16,". 18*4-2, p. 387.
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i t  Fort Kearny, t h i s  i s  not s o . Kearny's t r ip s  to  th e  area were on ly  to  

punish In d ia n s. He b u i l t  no p o sts  nor stayed  in  th e  a rea .

According to  H, M» C hittenden Fort Croghan was b u ilt  ju s t  north  

o f  where th e  Union P a c if ic  r a ilr o a d  bridge was b u i l t .  That would put 

i t  in  what i s  now th e  sou th -w estern  part o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  proper, in  

th e  area th a t i s  now Dodge Park, The exact lo c a t io n  o f  th e  f o r t  or i t s  

rem ains have never been found. The exact d ate  o f  th e  estab lish m en t o f

35th e  f o r t  i s  not p r e c is e ly  c e r ta in  e ith e r .

The June r i s e  o f  th e  M issouri flood ed  th e  fo r t  in  18^3 and th e

f o r t  was abandoned, Captain Burgwin ŵ as then forced  to  remove h is

company to  th e  b lu f f s  a t a spot about four m iles  from th e  o r ig in a l

p o s t . T his f ig u r e  comes from th e  n a t u r a l is t  James J . Audubon who was

on board th e  American Fur Company steam er "Omega," For some reason ,

p o s s ib ly  to  g iv e  th e  "Omega" crew tim e to  h id e th e  i l l e g a l  trad e

w hiskey on board during Captain Burgwin's in sp e c t io n , Audubon tr a v e le d
36

a rep orted  fou r m iles  w ith  a dragoon to  v i s i t  Captain Burgwin,

C orre la tin g  Audubon's report, o f  fo u r  m iles  w ith  "Omega's" lo g  

o f May 10 , kept by Joseph LaBarge, which put th e  "Omega" a t  H a rt's

B lu ffs  when summoned by some dragoons to  land fo r  in sp e c tio n  would g iv e

a s ta r t in g  p o in t , Four m iles  from th e  b lu f f s  would put one in  th e  ;•

immediate v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  o ld  blockhouse o f  Captain Moore. T herefore i t

P, McCain (War D e p t.)  -  Charles H. B ab b itt, Jan, 22 , 1916, 
Wash, D. C. ," .Babbitt, E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s , p. 51 .

-C hittenden, The American Fur Trade, V o l. I I ,  p . 950.

-^Marie R, Audubon, Audubon and His J o u rn a ls , Z o o lo g ica l and 
oth er  n o tes  by E l l i o t t  Coues, V o l. I ,  (New York: Dover P u b lic a t io n s ,
i 960) ,  pp, ^77-h 8 1 .
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•would seem probable th a t Captain Burgwin had sim ply moved h is  men to

37th e  o ld  m ilita r y  s tru c tu re  ra th er  than reb u ild  a f t e r  th e  f lo o d .

Audubon a ls o  reported  Captain Burgwin's dragoons -were le a v in g
38

th e  p ost to  retu rn  to  Fort Leavenworth by land on October 6 , 1843.

T his was th e  l a s t  m il ita r y  group to  be lo c a te d  in  th e  area  

though o th ers passed through th e  a rea . The Ind ian s o f  th e  a rea , -with 

th e  excep tio n  o f  th e  S iou x  and Pawnee, had become to o  weak to  cause 

se r io u s  problems and th e  army w ished to  avoid  th e  co st o f  ex tra  p o s ts ,  

i f  p o s s ib le .  The S iou x  and Pawnee, w h ile  s t i l l  s tro n g , d id  not range 

in to  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  r eg u la r ly  and were not considered  a 

major th re a t to  th e  more p ea ce fu l Indian s a f t e r  1843, Bands o f  Oto and 

Omaha, weakened by d is e a s e , in h a b ited  th e  area a t  tim es sim ply because  

th ey  were no lo n g er  stro n g  enough to  venture out onto th e  p r a ir ie  fo r  

f e a r  o f  m eeting roving bands o f  b u ffa lo  hunting S iou x , The agency a t  

B ellev u e  remained and was a cen ter  o f  a t te n t io n  fo r  th e  a rea . Sarpy's  

p o st a t  T rad er's P oint was s t i l l  in  op eration  on th e  e a st  bank. The 

Potawatomi were soon to  le a v e  fo r  Kansas. The door was open to  th e  

n ex t group o f  people to  in h a b it  th e  area on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  

M issouri in  th e  v i c in i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s .

37C hittenden , The American Fur Trade, V ol. I l l ,  p . 988, 

^Audubon, Audubon and His Jo u rn a ls , V ol. I , p, 483 .



CHAPTER III

COMING OF THE MORIONS 

1843-1846

Events which a t  f i r s t  g lan ce  had nothing to  do w ith  th e  growth 

o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  began ta k in g  p la ce  in  1843. These even ts crea ted  

permanent changes in  th e  area as a whole and fo r  C ouncil B lu ffs  in  

p a r t ic u la r .

The f i r s t  o f  th e s e  grea t even ts took  p la ce  in  a ca su a l manner.

In  1842, John C, Fremont le d  an e x p ed itio n  up th e  M issouri. T his tim e  

h is  g o a l was to  lo c a te  an overland rou te  to  C a lifo r n ia . On h is  return  

he came down th e  P la t te  R iver V a lle y . L ike Henry A shley and Thomas 

F itz p a tr ic k , who had f i r s t  taken wagons to  th e  R ockies a lon g  th e  P la t te  

v a l le y  ro u te , Fremont recogn ized  i t s  many advantages over th e  M issouri 

R iver r o u te . I t  avoided th e  u n p red ictab le  Mandan and A ricara , th e  

f i e r c e  and sometimes h o s t i l e  S iou x  and th e  anti-A m erican B la c k fe e t ,

The rou te  was not n ea r ly  as dangerous, w ater was l e s s  o f  a problem as  

w e ll  as wood, and, above a l l ,  i t  had fa r  few er grad es. Entrance In to  

th e  in t e r io r  o f  th e  R ockies in  th e  Green R iver area was r e la t iv e l y  easy , 

w ith  no g rea t p asses to  be clim bed.

S in ce  Jed Smith had a lread y  found th e  South Pass rou te  to  : 

C a lifo rn ia  th e  P la t te  v a l le y  rou te would be a l o g i c a l  ch o ice  fo r  

immigrants from th e  north  who were headed fo r  C a lifo rn ia  or  Oregon. 

Fremont saw t h i s  and a ls o  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a tr a n sc o n tin e n ta l r a ilr o a d
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running from somewhere along th e  borders o f  M issouri or Iowa to  th e

P a c if ic  along th e  same ro u te . Even as Fremont returned in  1843 th e

f i r s t  grea t Oregon m igration  was under way. Up to  t h i s  tim e th e  route

was not unknown and was now being put to  use by o th ers  than fu r

trap p ers and tra d ers

Dale Morgan, Overland In  1846, D ia r ies  and L e tte r s  o f  the

C a lifo rnia-O regon 'T ra il, surveyed accounts and d ia r ie s  o f  m igrants

and found th a t  th o se  who chose th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area fo r  t h e ir
✓

jumping o f f  p o in t in  1844 were fo r tu n a te . The t r a i l s  on th e  south s id e  

o f  th e  P la t te  were drenched w ith  ra in  and blocked by f lo o d s . Meanwhile 

th e  Stephen-Townsend-Murphy p arty  tr a v e le d  ra p id ly  up th e  north s id e  

o f  th e  P la t t e ,  I t  was a ls o  in  1844 th a t  Caleb Greenwood opened th e  

Truckee R iver rou te  over Conner Pass* The O regon -C a lifom ia  T r a il  was 

b ein g  developed and would have been used reg a rd le ss  o f  th e  p resence or 

absence o f  th e  Mormons, Consequently th e ir  use o f  th e  route a long th e  

north  s id e  o f  th e  P la t te  now was to  have a great s ig n if ic a n c e ,^

I t  was Fremont's rep ort which brought a t te n t io n  to  what was to  

become th e  major route fo r  th o se  tr a v e lin g  w est by la n d . I t  a ttr a c te d  

th e  in t e r e s t  o f  in d iv id u a ls  throughout th e  n a tion ; both p u b lic  and 

government in t e r e s t  was aroused . People became con sciou s o f  th e  '

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  P la t te  ro u te . The in t e r e s t  grew and developed in  

many ways and many p la c e s , a l l  o f  which e f fe c te d  C ouncil B lu f f s .

The f i r s t  s ig n if ic a n t  e f f e c t  on C ouncil B lu ffs  was th e  removal

^Dale L, Morgan, e d . ,  Overland in  1846, D ia r ie s  and L e tte r s  o f  
th e  C aliforn ia-O regon  T r a i l ,  V ol. I  '^Georgetown, C a lif :  Talisman P ress ,
19o3Tt~p7W . '
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o f  th e  Potawatomi. Thoughtful* forward look ing  men in  th e  government

soon decided  th a t  i t  would be unwise to  le a v e  a la r g e  Indian

r e se r v a tio n  so near a d ir e c t  rou te  to  C a lifo rn ia  and Oregon. T h erefore,

to  avo id  any p o s s ib le  problems or chances o f  an exp en sive  Indian

u p r is in g , th e  Pctawatomi would have to  move, a g a in e

By th e  "Treaty With th e  Pottaw attam ie N ation , 1846” sign ed  by

v a r io u s bands o f  Chippewa, Ottawa and Potawatomi, th e  groups in clu d ed

were now .to be c a lle d  th e  Potawatomi N ation , All. a n n u it ie s  and

b e n e f it s  were to  be shared in  common, T his t r e a ty , concluded on.June

5 , 1846, a t  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  Agency, prepared th e  way fo r  th e  f in a l
2tr e a ty  which was to  remove them from th e  area o f ■C ouncil B lu f f s .

On September 5» 1846, th e  Superintendent o f Indian A ffa ir s  a t

S t ,  L o u is , Thomas H. Harvey, rep orted  to  h is  su p er io r , th e  Commissioner

o f  Ind ian  A f fa ir s ,  th e  f i n a l  s ig n in g s  o f  th e  tr e a ty  by which th e

Potawatomi N ation , In clu d ing  th o se  s t i l l  on th e  Osage R iver, were

to  exchange t h e ir  presen t r e se r v a tio n  fo r  a t h ir t y  square m ile

r e se rv a tio n  in  what i s  now Kansas. The land la y  w ith in  what i s  today

Jackson County, Kansas, north  and s l i g h t l y  w est o f  Topeka, (One od d ity

here i s  th a t Pottaw attam ie County abuts Jackson County on th e  w est, but

3 ’con ta in s no part o f  th e  r e s e r v a t io n .)

Though th e  Ind ian s d id  not have to  le a v e  Iowa u n t i l  J u ly , 1848,

^U, S , Congress, Senate Documents 319. Committee on Indian.: 
A ffa ir s ,  Ind ian  A ffa ir s ,  Laws and T r e a t ie s , ed, by Charles K. Kappler, 
5th. Cong,, 2d s e s s ( W a  s h in g t on D. C,;  Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e ,  
190*0, p . 557.

^Senate E xecutive Documents (U nited S ta te s  S e r ia l  S e t *(-93), 29th  
C ongress, 2d s e s s , ,  V o l. I ,  "Annual Report o f  th e  Commissioner o f  
Ind ian  A ffa ir s ,"  p, 287.
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th ey  began c ro ss in g  th e  M issouri in  la r g e  numbers in  O ctober, 1847*

The Superin tendent o f  Indian A f fa ir s ,  Thomas H, Harvey, had p e r so n a lly

urged them to  le a v e  as soon as th ey  rece iv ed  t h e ir  a n n u it ie s .  Many

took  h is  ad v ice  and l e f t  a t once. O thers, p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  around

th e  immediate C ouncil B lu ffs  v i c i n i t y ,  app arently  stayed  on* Come
4

remained lon g  a f t e r  th e  J u ly , 1848 d a t e l in e .

Even as th e  Potawatomi sig n ed  away t h e ir  claim s to  th e  land on 

which C ouncil B lu ffs  now stands th e  n ex t group o f  s e t t l e r s  were s e t t l in g  

in  th e  a rea . In  th e  same l e t t e r  rep o rtin g  th e  s ig n in g  o f  th e  tr e a ty  

Thomas Harvey wrote?

There i s  a t  t h i s  tim e, and has been fo r  se v e r a l months, 
a la r g e  number o f  Mormons (supposed to  be 4 ,0 0 0  to  8 ,0 0 0 ) in  
th e  Ind ian  country. They have passed in to  th e  Pottaw attam ie  
Country a t  th e  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  A la r g e  number have crossed  
th e 'M isso u r i r iv e r  . . , Another p o rtio n  o f  them are d esiro u s  
to  remain n ext sp rin g  on th e  Boyer r iv e r , in  .Pottawattam ie 
Country; to  which th ey  have obta in ed  th e  consent o f  th e  
Indians 8 5

To b e t te r  understand th e  Mormons a r r iv a l  a t  Council B lu ffs  some 

o f  t h e ir  background must be examined. They had su ffe r e d  sev ere  

p ersecu tio n  fo r  many y ears fo r  th e ir  d i f f e r e n t ,  s e c r e t iv e  -ways and, in  

some c a se s , sim ply because th ey  were s u c c e s s fu l .  They had been driven  

in  tu rn  from K irtlan d , O hio, Far W est, M issouri and Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s  by 

mobs and s o -c a l le d  s t a t e  m i l i t i a .

In  I l l i n o i s  th ey  had b u i l t  a c i t y  c a lle d  Hauvoo and, under th e

^I b id . ,  (U nited S ta te s  S e r ia l  S et 5 0 3 ), 30th Congress, 1 s t  s e s s , ,
V o l. I ,  "Annual Report o f  th e  Superintendent o f  In d ia n s, S t ,  L ouis,"
O ct. 2.9, 1847, p . 837.

^ Ib id , , (U nited S ta te s  S e r ia l  Set. 4 9 3 ) , 29th Congress, 2d s e s s . ,
V o l. I ,  "Annual Report o f  th e  Commissioner o f  Ind ian  A ffa irs ,* ' p. 287.



le a d e r sh ip  o f  Joseph Sm ith, had grown ra p id ly  in  numbers, T heir

su c c e sse s  and ''unAmerican'1 -ways drew upon them th e  wrath o f  t h e ir

neighbors who used a s p l i t  among th e  Mormons th em selves to  a tta c k

Nauvoo, Joseph Smith and h is  broth er were lynched by an anti-Morflion.

mob and mobs a ttack ed  Nauvoof fo r c in g  th e  Mormons to  f l e e ,  A temporary

tr u c e  m s  f i n a l l y  e s ta b lish e d  to  a llo w  th e  Mormons to  depart a cross th e

M is s is s ip p i ,  Few were a b le  to  r e a l ly  prepare fo r  th e  exodus, and some

were fo r tu n a te  to  g e t  out a t  a l l .  S p ecu la tors gobbled up Mormon farms

fo r  next to  noth ing or fo r  team s, wagons and few s u p p lie s .  The S a in ts ,

a s  th ey  called , th em se lv es, s e t  up a camp a t  Sugar Creek, o p p o site

Nauvoo and th ere  th ey  t r ie d  to  prepare fo r  t h e ir  journey w e st. T heir

d e s t in a t io n  m s  unknown a t  th a t  t im e , in  s p it e  o f  F ie ld  and Reeds'

a s s e r t io n  th a t  th e  S a lt  Lake v a l le y  was th e ir  goa l from th e  tim e th ey

l e f t  Nauvoo, T heir major d e s ir e  was to  move beyond th e  f r o n t ie r  to  an

is o la t e d  sp o t where th ey  would be l e f t  in  peace.

Much sp e cu la tio n  has been made about t h i s  d e s t in a t io n . E a r lie r

auth ors m aintain  th a t th e  Great S a lt  Lake V a lley  m s  th e  g o a l o f  th e

S a in ts  from th e  b eg in n ing , Brigham Young, who rep laced  Joseph Sm ith,

s ta te d  in  d isc o u r se s  made la t e r  in  l i f e  th a t  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f

P resid en t Polk had asked where th e  S a in ts  were going to  go . Young

r e p lie d  th a t  h is  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  were tr y in g  to  d ea l w ith  England fo r

Vancouver I s la n d , Others were s a i l in g  by th e  Cape Horn route to

6C a lifo rn ia  in  search o f  a s i t e .

Many m isin terp reted  t h e ir  search  fo r  s o l i tu d e  in  areas

6D iscou rses o f  Brigham Young, S e le c te d  and arranged by John A, 
W idtsoe (S a lt  Lake C ity , Utah; D eseret Book Company, 1925)» p« 727.
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not always b elon g in g  to  th e  U nited S ta te s  as d is lo y a l t y  to  th e  govern

ment . Young has po in ted  out th a t  b efo re  th e  exp u lsion  o f  th e  Mormons 

from Nauvoo he had w r itte n  to  a ll , th e  governors o f  th e  s ta te s  and 

t e r r i t o r i e s  ask in g  fo r  asylum fo r  h is  p eo p le . He was ignored, or  

refu sed  in  every  in s ta n c e . A fte r  t h e ir  removal to  Iowa h is  agents  

went to  p lead th e  Mormon case  b e fo re  ju d g esr governors and o th er

o f f ic ia ls ®  Again th ey  were r e fu se d . A cceptance o f  them would probably
?

have been p o l i t i c a l  su ic id e  fo r  a p o l i t i c ia n  in  most a r ea s .

By 18*4-5 th e  Mormons knew o n ly  th a t  th ey  must go somewhere.

T heir hope was fo r  an is o la t e d  area and t h i s ,  l o g i c a l l y ,  took  them w est,

not e a s t .  Y et on t h e ir  departure from Sugar Creek th e  le a d e rs  s t i l l  had

no d e f in i t e  d e s t in a t io n  in  mind, excep t th a t  Young b e lie v e d  th a t  God had
8

saved them ’’a good p la ce  in  th e  m ountains„" Henry.W, B ig le r , a Mormon

convert who endured th e  exodus from Nauvoo, w rote th a t  t h e ir  d e s t in a t io n

was unknown, probably an u n in h ab ita ted  p la ce  in  th e  l i t t l e - e x p lo r e d

W est, "They d id  not whether th ey  should  turn  t h e ir  s te p s ,"  was th e  way

he put i t .  They d id  not know i f  Oregon and C a lifo rn ia  would become part

o f  th e  U nited S t a t e s ,  They d id  n o t know how' th ey  would be tr e a te d , i f
9th e  areas remained in  th e  hands o f  Spain or B r ita in ,

The S a in ts  d id  know one th in g  fo r  c e r ta in  about th e ir  rou te o f

t r a v e l  westward. They would not cro ss  in to  M issouri where " ruffians"  

had a lrea d y  run them out and where f e e l in g s  s t i l l  ran h igh  among some

I b i d . ,  p . ?26.

8I b ld . ,  p . ?38.

^Erwin G, Guddle, Bi g l e r ’s C hronical o f  th e  West (Los A ngeles! 
Uni, o f  C a l i f ,  P r e ss , 1962*7, p , 1 5 ,
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in d iv id u a ls  * Avoidance o f  c o n ta c t'w ith  oth er Americans le d  them to  

de\re lo p  a t r a i l  a long th e 'n o r th -s id e '-o f  th e  P la tte -R iv er-w h ich  la t e r  

proved to  be an e a s ie r ,  s a fe r  and sh o r te r  route than th e  south side* A

p e t i t io n  m s  sen t to  th e  governor o f  Iowa T err ito ry  on February 28,

18^6, im ploring h is  p r o te c tio n  and in f lu e n c e  on t h e ir  b e h a lf  w h ile  th ey  

passed  through or made temporary homes to  h e lp  th o se  fo llo w in g  and

r a ise d  crops to  enable them to  proceed on W est, No answer was r ece iv ed ,

but th ey  proceeded w ithout in t e r f e r e n c e ,^

T heir lo y a l t y  to  th e  n a tio n  was s e v e r e ly  t r ie d  on many o c ca s io n s , 

and would be even more s e v e r e ly  t e s t e d  a f t e r  t h e ir  se tt le m en t in  th e  

Great S a lt  la k e  V a lle y , Y et in  January, 18h6, th ey  had sen t J e sse  

L i t t l e  e a s t  as t h e ir  r e p r e se n ta tiv e  to  o f f e r  t h e ir  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  

government, At th e  tim e i t  looked as i f  a war w ith  England over Oregon 

was about to  break o u t . T herefore L i t t l e  o ffer ed  to  con tract fo r  th e  

co n stru c tio n  o f  a s tr in g  o f  f o r t s  and stockades a lon g  th e  overland  

t r a i l  to  Oregon. An o f f e r  was a ls o  made to  haul government fr e ig h t  

westward or to  Supply n aval s t o r e s .  L i t t l e ,  as in s tr u c te d , even  

o ffe r e d  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  th e  Mormons to  f ig h t  fo r  th e  country i f  

n e c essa ry . T his o f f e r  was made d e s p ite  th a t fa c t  th a t  t h e ir  la r g e s t  and 

most s u c c e s s fu l fo r e ig n  m ission s were in  England, L iverp ool was th e  

p ort from which alm ost a l l  S a in ts  coming to  America s a i le d  and most o f  

t h e ir  m ission  work was done in  England up through th e  e a r ly  1 8 5 0 's ,  

L i t t l e ' s  o f f e r  was made to  P resid en t P olk , to  th e  v ic e -p r e s id e n t  and to  

members o f  th e  Cabinet and Congress d e sp ite  th o se  c lo s e  t i e s ,

10Joseph F ie ld in g  Sm ith, E s s e n t ia ls  In  Church H isto ry  (13th  e d ,;  
S a lt . Lake C ity , Utah: D eseret Book Company, 1953T7~pT '^0^1
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When approached, by th e  government to  r a is e  a b a t ta lio n  o f

troop s to  f ig h t  th e  M exicans, ra th er  than England, th ey  made good on

t h e ir  vows by r a is in g  f i v e  hundred men in  a m atter o f  days in  s p it9  o f
11th e  u n tim e lin ess  o f  th e  c a ll- to -a r m s ,

Cn March I ,  1846, th e  lea d in g  group o f  Mormons l e f t  Sugar Creek

and began t h e ir  grea t westward m igra tion . T heir rou te  la y  as d ir e c t ly

a cro ss  southern Iowa as was p o s s ib le .  They avoided th e  more populated

but e s ta b lish e d  rou tes a cro ss  M issouri because o f  fe a r  o f  h o s t i l e

trea tm en t. The dangers from th e  Indians were p re fera b le  to  th o se  o f  th e

v io le n t  M issou rian s, They tr a v e le d  s lo w ly , marking out th e  b e s t  ro u te ,

making brid ges and improving th e  road. They p lan ted  crops to  be

h arvested  by th o se  coming la t e r  and e s ta b lish e d  se tt le m en ts  such as

Garden Grove and Mt, P isgah fo r  u se by th o se  caught th ere  by w in ter  or

unable to  go on because o f  s ic k n e ss  or o th er  problem s, So d e s t i t u t e

were th ey  th a t  men were s e n t  in to  M issouri to  q u ie t ly  tra d e  fo r  or

purchase m ilk cows and oxen, o fte n  w ith  money gained by s e l l i n g  jew elry ,

brooches and wedding r in g s . Others went a s fa r  south  as S t .  Louis

lo o k in g  fo r  work by which money fo r  p ro v is io n s  could be r a ise d  and
12n ecessa ry  su p p lie s  purchased.

A fter  much s ick n e ss  and many hardships th e  lea d in g  companies o f  

Mormons under Brigham Young, Heber C, Kimball and P arley  P, P ra tt

n  .
•^W illiam  Mulder and H, R u s se ll  M ortensen, Among th e  Mormons, 

H is to r ic  Accounts by Contemporary O bservers, (New York: A lfred  A,
Knopf7“l5 5 3 )f pp. 179-182,

^ J u a n ita  Brooks, e d , , On th e  Mormon F ro n tier , th e  D iary o f  
Hosea S tou t 1844-1861 (Utah: U ni, o f  Utah P ress , S ta te  H is t ,  S o c sf
1 9 6 ^ ,  p .  1 5 .
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reached th e  M issouri R iver  in  th e  area near th e  southern edges o f

C ouncil B lu ffs  on June 1 4 , A fter  a la r g e  c o u n c il m eeting th e  fo llo w in g

day i t  was determ ined th a t  th ey  would move back to  th e  b lu f f s  because

o f  la c k  o f  a supply o f  w ater and because th e  b lu f f s  o ffe r e d  b e t te r

p r o te c tio n  from th e  In d ia n s , whose character  had not y e t  been

determ ined. At th a t  tim e th e ir  in te n t io n s  were to  w in ter  somewhere

w est o f  th e  M issouri on th e  P la t t e ,  In  order to  cross th e  M issouri in

la r g e  numbers and in  s a fe ty  th ey  im m ediately began th e  co n stru c tio n  o f

a fe r r y . By June 29 th e  fe r r y  had begun op era tio n s as th ey  moved

wagons, p eo p le , and s to ck  acro ss  th e  sw o llen  r iv e r .  O f f i c ia l  Mormon

records showed an estim ated  f iv e  hundred wagons near th e  area by th a t  

13tim e .

As a cross r e fer en ce  to  even ts and d a tes  th e  l e t t e r s  o f  th e

Ind ian  agen ts o f  th e  area can be used , R, B, M itc h e ll, sub-agent to

th e  Potawatomi, w rote from th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  sub-agency to  h is

su p e r io r , Thomas H, Harvey, th a t  f i v e  to  e ig h t  thousand Mormons had

a r r iv e d  a t  th a t  p o in t about th e  n in eteen th  o f  June, W hile th a t  d ate

does n ot a g r ee -w ith -th a t g iv en  by th e  accounts o f  th e  Mormons he i s  in

agreement as to  th e  exact d ate  o f  th e  opening o f  th e  fe r r y , June 29 . He

a ls o  commented on t h e ir  good behavior and s ta te d  th ey  had a lrea d y  c leared
lh

and p lan ted  two farms fo r  th e  poor.

The d ia ry  o f  Appleton Milo Harmon shows th a t  th e  company o f  

S a in ts  he was w ith  reached th e  M issouri on June 1 4 . He a ls o  s ta te d  th a t

13Sm ith, E s s e n t ia ls  In  Church H is to r y , pp. 407-408 ,

140 ,  L, B askin, H istory  o f  Pottawattami e  County, Iowa (Chicagos 
O. L, Baskin & C o ,, H is to r ic a l  P ub lishers,.18S 5T v P* 19«
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"Many o f  th e  fo llo w in g  a rr iv ed  th e  same and n ext days and camped on th e  

b lu f f s  ( , , ." This and o th er  p o in ts  in  h is  d ia ry  seem to  in d ic a te  th a t  

Harmon was in  th e  le a d  company and he mentions no group preceding  

th e ir so  Mr, Harmon a ls o  m entions th e  problem o f  th e  flood ed  low lands 

which caused th e  r iv e r  to  be much w ider than normal and th e  co n stru c tio n

15o f  a la r g e  f l a t  boat fo r  u se  as a fe r r y .

Meanwhile even ts in  th e  e a s t  were tak in g  p la c e  which would

change th e  Mormons' p la n s. J e s s e  L i t t l e  had gone to  P h ila d e lp h ia  and,

w h ile  th e r e , gained th e  a id  o f  Thomas L eiper Kane, brother o f  E lish a

Kane, th e  A r c tic  explorer* Kane walked in to  a m iss io n  m eeting and,

im m ediately  im pressed, to o k  L i t t l e  home and in trod uced  him to  h is

fa th e r , who was th e  a tto rn ey -g e n e r a l o f  Pennsylvania and a c lo se

p o l i t i c a l  a l l y  o f  James K, P o lk , The Kanes l i s t e n e d  sy m p a th etica lly  to

L i t t l e  and s e t  about g a in in g  him conferen ces in  im portant c i r c l e s .  In

e a r ly  May L i t t l e  and Thomas Kane gained a conferen ce w ith  P resid en t

Po3„k, Once in  th e  conferen ce th ey  obtained  a guarantee o f  government

p r o te c tio n  fo r  th e  Mormons in  exchange fo r  a b a t ta lio n  o f  Mormon tr o o p s .

I t  was f e l t  th a t  th ey  would not req u ire  much tr a in in g  and, s in c e  th ey

were c lo s e r , could be organ ized  and moved out much more q u ick ly  than

any o th er  p o s s ib le  group* L i t t l e  and Kane l e f t  P h ila d e lp h ia  w ith  P o lk 's

orders fo r  C olonel Kearny a t  F t . Leavenworth on June 12 . C olonel

Kearny, upon r e c e iv in g  th e  o rd ers , d ispatch ed  Captain James A lle n  to
l6fin d  Brigham Young and p resen t th e  P r e s id e n t’s r eq u est.

15̂ Maybelle Harmon Anderson, ed», The Journals o f  Appleton Milo 
Harmon (G lendale: The Arthur H, Clark Company, 19^+6), pp.

"^Wallace S teg n er , The G athering o f  Zion, th e  S tory  o f  th e  
Mormon T r a i l  (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 19o%), p, 79 .



55

The ex a ct whereabouts o f  th e  S a in ts  was unknown. and so Captain

A lle n  and h is  e sc o r t  o f  th re e  dragoons f i r s t  rode to  Mi. P isg a h , There

he met a company o f  Mormons le d  by W ilford  Woodruff and a G eneral Rich

on June 26, 1846, He asked to  speak to  th e  group, and th ey  gathered  to

hear h is  r e q u is it io n  read. I t  was met w ith  s i l e n c e .  Ho then  rodo o f f
l o

toward th e  M issouri to  lo c a te  Young and o th er Mormon lea d ers  /  '

On June 30 Captain A llen  and h is  e sc o r t rode in to  th e  Sa in ts*  

main camp on th e  M issouri ask in g  fo r  Brigham Young, A lle n ’s m iss io n  

was announced to  th e  group as a whole a t  a m eeting h eld  on J u ly  1-. He 

exp la in ed  th a t  h is  in s tr u c t io n s  from C olonel Kearny were to  in v i t e  th e  

Mormon people to  v o lu n teer  fo r  s e r v ic e  in  th e  United S ta te s  army fo r  

s e r v ic e  a g a in s t  Mexico fo r  one y e a r . He req uested  f iv e  hundred men, to  

be readjr in  te n  days, as C olonel Kearny was a lread y  on th e  march fo r  

Santa Fe*18

Captain A lle n ’s  req u est for. troops p laced th e  Mormons in  an 

alm ost u n b e liev ea b le  dilemma. Every attem pt th ey  had ever made to  ga in  

a id , support or p r o te c tio n  from any government had been turned  

down or ig n o red . S ta te  governments had even a id ed  t h e ir  p ersecu to rs  

on s e v e r a l o cca sio n s and had never o ffe r e d  a id  or s o la c e . Now, in  th e  

tim e o f  t h e ir  deep est t r i a l ,  th e  government req uested  th e ir  a id .  Why?

What t r ic k  la y  behind i t ?  These were t h e ir  f i r s t  th ou gh ts. Most met

th e  C aptain 's req u est w ith  open in d ig n a tio n  and s u l le n  anger. Many

supposed t h i s  was a scheme to  sep ara te  them from th e ir  b e st  men who

^ I b i d . ,  pp. 76 -78 .
*j o

Guddle, B ig le r 's  C hronical o f  th e  W est, pp. 1 6 -1 7 ,
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could, be used as hostages*  Q uite contrary to  t h i s  i s  F ie ld  and R eeds’ 

commentary which would have us b e l ie v e  th a t when th e  war broke ou t, th e  

Mormons r a ise d  a b a t ta lio n  o f  troop s and tendered  i t s  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  

government, T his can on ly -b o 'b ased  on legen d  and c e r ta in ly  i s  a 

d isr u p tio n  o f  th e  tru e  e v e n ts .- I f  i t  were tr u e , th e  S a in ts  c e r ta in ly  

have been u n b eliev a b ly  p a t r io t ic  p eop le , fa r  beyond th e c a l l  o f  duty to  

a raane The fa c t  th a t a b a t ta lio n  was r a ise d  a t  a l l  seems to  a t t e s t  to  

t h e ir  lo y a lty *

The d ia ry  o f  Hosea S to u t r ev e a ls  h is  r e a c tio n  and th e  r ea c tio n

o f  h is  company when th ey  f i r s t  heard th e  news* S to u t was a c lo se

a s s o c ia te  and an ’’adopted" son o f  Brigham Young, a m il ita r y  le a d e r  and 

organ izer  o f  th e  Mormon p o lic e  who guarded camps and kept th e  peace  

w h ile  on th e  t r a i l  or in  W inter Q uarters, y e t  he reacted  a s  many oth ers  

d id . He recorded in  h is  d iary:

We were a l l  very  in d ign an t a t t h i s  r e q u is it io n  and on ly  
looked on i t  as a p lo t  la id  to  bring tr o u b le  on us as a p eop le .
For in  th e  event th a t  we d id  not comply w ith  th e  r e q u is it io n  
we supposed th ey  would now make a p r o te s t  to  denounce us as
enemies to  our country and i f  we d id  comply th a t th ey  would
th en  have $00 o f  our men in  t h e ir  power to  be d estroyed  as 
th ey  had done our lea d ers  a t  Carthage, I  con fess  th a t  my 
f e e l in g s  was uncommonly wrought up a g a in st  them. This m s  
th e  u n iv e r sa l f e e l in g  a t  P isgah and Genl R ich sen t me word 
by B, Wright to  keep a sharp lo o k  out fo r  him as he passed  
and se e  th a t  he d id  not g e t any knowledge o f  th e  p u b lic  arms v 
which I  had. For he supposed th a t he might be lo o k in g  a f t e r  
them. Such was our f e e l in g s  towards th e  P r e s id e n t ,W

Such were S to u t 's  f e e l in g s  towards th e  dragoons, and towards 

Captain A lle n  and th e  government th ey  rep resen ted , Thomas Kane, who 

a rr iv ed  a t  th e  camp on th e  M issouri s h o r t ly  a f t e r  Captain A lle n , la t e r

■^Mulden, Mortensen and Knopf, Among the Mormons, p, 181,
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p oin ted  out th a t  th e  c a l l  fo r  v o lu n teers  co u ld .n o t have come a t  a worse

tim e . Wagon t r a in s  were strung out from th e  M issouri to  th e  M is s is s ip p i,

Some S a in ts  s t i l l  lin g e r e d  in  Nauvoo or a t  Sugar Creek, too  i l l  or too

broke to  move on. The ra in y  sea so n , ju s t  ending, had. caused a grea t

amount o f  s ic k n e s s c Even w orse, th e  most l i k e l y  source o f  v o lu n te e r s ,

th e  young, unwed men, were gone from the camps, e ith e r  in  p ion eer

companies o r , t h e ir  f a i t h  unannounced, working in  northw estern  M issouri

to  r a is e  money and support th em selves u n t i l  em igration  began anew. The

fo r c e  had, th e r e fo r e , to  be r e c r u ite d  from m arried men who would be

forced  to  lea v e  t h e ir  fa m il ie s ,  sometimes in c lu d in g  s e v e r a l w iv e s , fo r

a y e a r ’s tim e in  th e  w ild e r n e ss . These fa c to r s ,  p lus th e  d is t r u s t  o f

20th e  Mormons, worked a g a in s t  th e  r a is in g  o f  any number o f  tr o o p s ,

Kane l e f t  out th e  fa c t  th a t  th ey  were in  th e  m iddle o f  Indian

country and would have to  pass through th e  lands o f  th e  P la in s  Indians

t o  reach t h e ir  w estern  m ountains. D esp ite  a l l  o f  th e se  n eg a tiv e  a sp e c ts

o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  th e  Mormons soon had a b a tta lio n  o f  men ready to  go .

On J u ly  16 , 1846, th e  b a t ta lio n  was mustered in  on th e  north s id e  o f

M osquito Creek, north o f  where th e  Iowa School fo r  th e  Deaf now sta n d s,

James A llen  th en  took command as C olon el, On J u ly  21 th e  b a t ta lio n
21

took  up a l i n e  o f  march fo r  F t , Leavenworth.

As an in t e r e s t in g  s id e  l i g h t  i t  might be noted th a t C ouncil 

B lu ffs  saw i t s  f i r s t  m usica l band and i t s  f i r s t  dance th e  day b efo re  th e  

b a t ta l io n  was m ustered i n .  Captain P i t t ' s  Brass Band was one o f  th e

^ W illia m  Mulder and A, R u sse ll  M ortensen, e d , , H is to r ic  Accounts 
by Contemporary O bservers (New York C ity: A lfred  A, Knopf, 1 9 5 8 ), p*7"l81,

21Brooks, e d ,,  On th e  Mormon F r o n tie r , p, 1?8,
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m usic lo v in g  Mormons' most p r ized  a d d it io n s . The e n t ir e  band had been  

converted in  England, tr a v e le d  to  Nauvoo and departed w ith  th e  lea d in g  

companies. The Mormons o fte n  h e ld  g rea t c o t i l l i o n s  in  which th ey  

danced jo y o u sly  and w ith  abandon, r e l ie v in g  th em selves, a t  l e a s t  fo r  th e  

moment, o f  th e ir  problem s, So g rea t was v a lu e  p laced  on th e  band th a t  

when th e  women had to  s e l l  t h e ir  r in g s , brooches and o th er  jew elry  to  

r a is e  money fo r  th e  m igration  th e  band kept i t s  in stru m en ts, though i t  

might be added th a t  th ey  o fte n  p layed fo r  var iou s groups in  Iowa to  

r a is e  money. They were paid in  money, corn, meat, and once w ith  a 

bucket o f  honey. L ikew ise some o f  i t s  members who had v o lu n teered  fo r  

th e  b a t ta l io n  were turned down in  order to  keep th e  band i n t a c t ,

The whole a f f a ir  in v o lv in g  th e  r a is in g  o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n  

i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  understand. The r e a l  reasons fo r  th e  rap id  acceptance  

o f  th e  P r e s id e n t's  o f f e r  can be o n ly  guessed  a t .  A c tu a lly  th e  problem  

i s  even more com plicated than i t  seem s. A ll  records show th a t  Brigham 

Young was determ ined th a t  th e  Mormons would r a is e  th e  r e c r u it s  

requested-. The problem, o f  cou rse , was th a t  he seemed much more eager  

than h is  fo llo w e r s , and much more tr u s t in g  o f  th e  government.

The exp lan ation s fo r  t h i s  s i tu a t io n  are tw o fo ld . F i r s t ,  i t  

seems from variou s accounts th a t  Young had encouraged m istru st and 

apprehension towards th e  U nited  S ta te s  government among h is  fo llo w e r s ,  

perhaps as a means o f  ga in in g  g r ea ter  u n ity  among h is  fo l lo w e r s . Now he 

would have to  q u ick ly  convince h is  fo llo w e r s  o f  t h e ir  duty to  a n a tio n  

th ey  were not d isp osed  to  h e lp  in  th e  b e s t  o f  s i t u a t io n s .

Second ly , th e  mass o f  th e  Mormons, even h is  c lo s e s t  fo llo w e r s ,  

such as  Hosea S to u t, had no id ea  th a t  th e  req u est fo r  v o lu n teers  was
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th e  r e s u lt  o f  Young's o f f e r  to  a id  th e  government a g a in s t  England* In

a p r iv a te  d is c u s s io n  w ith  Hosea S tou t he to ld  S tou t th a t  th e  P r e s id e n t’s

req u est was done as a s p e c ia l  fa v o r  to  th e  S a in ts ,  procured by J e sse

L i t t l e  and Thomas Kane* Had th e  r e s t  o f  th e  S a in t s ' known o f  t h is  t h e ir

re a c tio n  would probably have been somewhat s im ila r  to  S t o u t ’s who wrote

in  h is  d ia r y , ’’This made th e  m atter p la in  and I  was w e ll  s a t i s f i e d  fo r
22

I  found th er e  was no t r ic k  in  i t , ”

Henry B ig le r , another Mormon d i a r i s t ,  recorded a somewhat

d if f e r e n t  view  o f  th e  whole a f f a i r ,  y e t  th e  end r e s u lt s  are th e  same.

W riting a jou rn a l based on pocket d ia r ie s  he had k ept, he wrote h is

v e r s io n  a t  a la t e r  d ate  and might have mixed in  id ea s  or ev idence he

a c tu a lly  d id  not know a t  th a t  tim e . N ev er th e le ss  h is  account i s  w e l l

worth adding to  th e  cloudy s u b je c t ,

B ig le r  w rote th a t  J e s se  L i t t l e ,  as P resid en t o f  th e New England

S a in ts ,  was Indeed sen t to  W ashington, However, h is  assignm ent was

sim ply to  t r y  to  reach an understanding w ith  th e  government about th e

westward movement o f  th e  S a in ts .  The Mexican War broke out b efore  he

reached Washington and he was a s to n ish e d , on h is  a r r iv a l ,  when he was

inform ed th a t  P resid en t Polk had conceived  th e  idea  o f  u sin g  th e

s e r v ic e s  o f  two thousand S a in ts  to  conquer C a lifo r n ia , One regim ent

was to  pass overland by way o f  Santa Fe; and a second was to  t r a v e l

by sea around Cape Horn, Only a f t e r  repeated  conferen ces was th e  number
23 :reduced to  f i v e  hundred and C olonel Kearny so inform ed,

22Brooks, e d ,,  On th e  Mormon F r o n tier , p, 178,

^ G u d d le , B ig le r ’s C hronical o f  th e  W est, p, 16 ,
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B ig le r  added th a t  one o f  th e  S a in t s , no name given* had been 

sen t to  Washington as Nauvoo was b ein g  deserted* His m ission  was to  

o f f e r  to  fr e ig h t  su p p lie s  to  th e  w est co a st v ia  Cape Horn fo r  th e  navy. 

W hile th er e  th e  man was c lo s e ly  q u estion ed  about th e  S a in ts*  t h e ir  

lo y a lt y  to  th e  n a tio n  and what would happen i f  th ey  were c a lle d  fo r  a 

s e r v ic e  to  th e  n a t io n . He th en  commented:

I  have alw ays understood th a t  Mr, Benton o f  M issouri agreed  
a t  Washington th a t  th e  Mormons were d is lo y a l  and urged th a t  th e  
Government make a demand on u s . There wTas a plan to  c a l l  out 
th e  m ilita r y  from Kentucky* M issou ri, and o th er  p la c e s , to  
cut us o f f  and put a s to p  to  our people going in to  th e  
w i ld e r n e s s ,^

Like th e  o th er  d ia r i s t s  Henry B ig le r  noted th a t th e  rank and

f i l e  o f  th e  Mormons were q u ite  in d ign an t about th e  req u e st . Y et, even

though u p set and in d ig n a n t, B ig le r , h im se lf  became a member o f  th e

Mormon B a tta lio n . The e d ito r ,  Erwin Guddle, commented, "But as in  a l l
2 5

t o t a l i t a r ia n  o r g a n iz a tio n s , th ey  had to  obey ord ers."

D an iel T y ler , another member o f  the Mormon B a tta lio n , la t e r  

w rote a s im ila r  account o f  th e  involvem ent o f  Senator Benton and th e  

th r e a t  o f  th e  use o f  M issouri m i l i t i a ,  T y ler  added th a t  i t  was d ou b tfu l 

i f  Captain A llen  could have r a ise d  a s in g le  man by h is  own in f lu e n c e .

He a ls o  w rote th a t  Captain A llen  la t e r  s ta te d  th a t he d id  not blame them  

fo r  t h e ir  sen tim en ts toward th e  government, and under s im ila r  circum

s ta n c e s , he f e l t ,  he would n o t have vo lu n teered  excep t to  save th e  country.

2kI b id . ,  pp, 17 -1 8 ,

2h b i d . . p . 18 ,

26
Sergeant D an iel T y ler , A C oncise His t o r y  o f  th e  Mormon 

B a tta lio n  in  th e  Mexican War, 1 8 ^ ^ l8 W TC G lorieta, New Mexico: The Rio
Grande P ress , I n c , ,  1881, Second P r in tin g , 1969) ,  pp. 113-118.



S tra n g e ly  enough, Young d id  not ex p la in  th e  s itu a t io n  to  h is

fo llo w e r s . Rather Young and two o f  h is  e ld e r s , Heber Kimball and

W illard  Richards s e t  out to  ga in  th e  needed number o f  r e c r u it s ,

tr a v e lin g  eastward a t  l e a s t  as fa r  as Mt. P isgah , They po in ted  out

t h e ir  p a t r io t ic  duty, th reatened  to  tak e  o ld  men and women and promised

even th e  church e ld e rs  would be u sed , i f  n ecessa ry . I t  seems th a t  th e

e f f o r t s  o f  J e sse  L i t t l e  were never m entioned, but by d in t o f  t h e ir

grea t e f f o r t s  enough men were secured to  f i l l  th e  array’s r eq u e st .

The reasons fo r  what would seem to  be a d e lib e r a te  f a i lu r e  to

m ention L i t t l e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  to  th e  Mormons i s  unexp lained . Again i t

shou ld  be p o in ted  out th a t  p r iv a te ly  Young informed Hosea S tou t th a t  i t

was done as a s p e c ia l  favor by P resid en t Polk fo r  th e  Mormons, L i t t l e ' s

p resen ce in  Washington was as  a d ir e c t  r e s u lt  o f  Brigham Young's ord ers .

Why th en  d id  Young con tin u e , even years la t e r ,  to  condemn th e

U nited  S ta te s  government and omit any m ention o f  J e sse  L i t t l e  or h is

m ission? Why would he w r ite  th a t  Senator Thomas Ht Benton o f  M issouri

ob ta ined  th e  r e q u is it io n  fo r  Mormon troops?  In  a d isco u rse  w r itte n

years l a t e r  Brigham Young h im se lf  w rote:

With regard to  our going in to  th e  w ild e r n e ss , and our th ere  
being c a lle d  upon to  turn out f iv e  hundred ab le-b od ied  men to  
go t o  Mexico, we had then seen  every r e l ig io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  
r ig h t  tram pled under fo o t  by m obocrats; th ere  were none l e f t  
to  defend our r ig h ts ;  we were d riven  from every r ig h t which 
freemen ought to  p o s s e s s . In  forming th a t  b a t ta lio n  o f  f i v e  
hundred men, broth er Kimball and m yself rode day and n ig h t ,  
u n t i l  we had r a ise d  th e  f u l l  number o f  men.

A ll  t h i s  we d id  to  prove to  th e  Government th a t  we were 
l o y a l .  Previous to  t h i s ,  when we l e f t  Nauvoo, we knew th a t  th ey  
were going to  c a l l  upon u s , . , , Thomas H, Benton, i f  I  have 
been r ig h t ly  inform ed, obtained  th e  r e q u is it io n  to  c a l l  fo r  
th a t  b a t ta l io n , to  c a l l  on th e  m i l i t ia  o f  M issouri and Iowa, 
and o th er  s t a t e s ,  i f  n ecessa ry , and to  c a l l  v o lu n teers  from
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I l l i n o i s ,  from th e  s t a t e  we had been d r iv en , to  d estro y  th e  
camp o f  I s r a e l ,  T his same Mr, Benton sa id  to  th e  P resid en t  
o f  th e  U nited S t a te s ,  in  th e  presence o f  o th er  person s, ’S ir ,  
th e y  are a p e s t i l e n t i a l  r a ce , and ought to  become e x t i n c t , *27

Brigham Young’s f a i lu r e  to  ease  th e  minds o f  h is  fo llo w e r s  i s  

n ea r ly  im p o ssib le  to  ex p la in . He s t a t e s  th e  need to  prove t h e ir  lo y a lt y  

to  th e  n a tio n . I t  would seem l ik e  h is  sending J e ss e  L i t t l e  to  Washington 

could have been shown as c le a r  p roof o f  lo y a l t y .  I t  would not seem 

n ecessa ry  a t  th a t p o in t to  use fe a r  o f  th e  government to  convice th e  

Mormons to  move W est. T heir  d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  government was bad enough 

w ith out tr y in g  to  sca re  them even more w ith  t a lk  o f  mobs from areas  

th ey  had been d r iven  out o f ,  mobs which were o fte n  t i t l e d  “s t a t e  

m il i t ia ,"  Furthermore, th er e  i s  no chance th a t  Brigham was m isinform ed, 

fo r  J e s s e  L i t t l e  and Thomas Kane entered  th e  S a in ts ' camp on ly  a couple  

o f  days a f t e r  Captain A lle n , and h eld  a conferen ce w ith  him a t  once,

Brigham's statem ent about Thomas Benton, though made sometime 

a f t e r  th e  even t occurred , was an accepted  id ea  among th e Mormons. Henry 

B ig le r 's  jo u rn a l, based on h is  pocket d ia r y , fo r  June 30 commented*

I  have always understood th a t Mr, Benton o f  M issouri agreed  
a t  Washington th a t  th e  Mormons were d is lo y a l  and urged th a t  th e  
Government make a demand on u s , in  order to  prove our lo y a l t y ,  
and i f  we f a i l e d  to  comply th er e  was a plan t o  c a l l  out th e  
m il i t ia  from Kentucky, M isso u r i, and o th er  p la c e s , to  cut us 
o f f  and put a s to p  to  our p eop le going in to  th e  w ild e r n e ss . ^

Perhaps T. B, H, S tenhouse, author o f  Rocky Mountain S a in t s , has 

th e  answer to  th e  problem. Stenhouse was no ordinary S a in t;  he was an 

e ld e r  o f  th e  Church fo r  tw e n ty -f iv e  y e a r s . He was fa m ilia r  w ith  a i l

'W idtsoe, D iscou rses o f  Brigham-Young, pp, 728-73^.

^ G u d d le, B ig le r 's  C hronical o f  th e  W est, p . 1 7 .
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th e  le a d in g  a p o s t le s  and e ld e r s . As e d ito r  and p ro p r ie to r  o f  The S a lt

Lake D a ily  Telegraph and a church le a d e r  he had d a i ly  co n tacts  w ith

Brigham Young h im se lf , His book was w r itte n  to  h e lp  c la r i f y  th e  S a in ts '

p o s it io n  and thus a id  in  a t ta in in g  stateh ood  fo r  Utah,

However, i t  should be p o in ted  out th a t  Stenhouse had become

somewhat l e s s  than a f u l l -b o r e  S a in t , He f e l t  th a t i f  Utah were

accep ted  as a s t a t e ,  w ith  Young's p r o v is io n s , th a t Young would-have

outdone th e  n a tio n  and th e  law s o f  th e  r e p u b lic . He wrote th a t  he had

sim ply  outgrown th e  p a s t , Stenhouse no lo n ger  b e lie v e d  th a t  Young had

p o sse ss io n  o f  "a P riesth ood  th a t  i s  I n f a l l i b l e " ; h is  assum ption th a t

th e  Mormon Church was th e  e x c lu s iv e , tru e  church o f  C h rist and th e  on ly
29

p assp ort to  Heaven was f a l s e ,

Stenhouse devoted Chapter XXI to  q u estio n s in v o lv in g  th e  r a is in g  

o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n , He was f u l ly  ax^are o f  L i t t l e ' s  r o le  in  

W ashington and s tr e s se d  th a t  S ecre ta ry  o f  War W, L, Marcy in s tr u c te d  

C olonel Kearny to  seek  th e  coop eration  o f  th e  S a in ts  in  ta k in g  

C a lifo r n ia , He a lso  w rote to  P h il ip  S t ,  George Cooke, who commanded 

th e  b a t ta lio n  a f t e r  C olonel A llen  d ie d , in  regard to  th e  f e e l in g s  o f  th e  

S a in ts ,  Cooke, who f e l t  he had good rapport w ith  th e  S a in ts  o f  th e

b a t ta l io n , s ta te d  th a t he never heard any statem ents o f  bad f e e l in g s
\

toward th e  n a t io n a l government, nor d id  he understand th a t t h e ir

30s e r v ic e s  were "demanded" by th e  P r e s id en t,

^ T ,  B, H, Stenhouse, The Rocky Mountain S a in ts  (S a lt  Lake C ity , 
Utah: Shepard Book Company, 1 9 0 4 ), p /  x ix .  ’

30
P h il ip  S t ,  George Cooke to  T. B, H. Stenhouse, Aug. 17, 1871, 

I b id . ,  pp, 236-2h3*
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Stenhouse adm its th a t  th e  S a in ts  f i r s t  r ea c tio n  was n a tu ra l, and 

fu r th e r  th a t  one a p o s t le  had sen t word th a t  Thomas II „ Benton sought to  

d e la y  or h a lt  t h e ir  m igration . But th e  a r r iv a l  o f  L i t t l e  and Kane ended 

th a t  type o f  sp e c u la tio n , or should  have, i f  Young had rev ea led  th e  

in form ation  th ey  brought, Stenhouse--even con tacted  Mrs. John C, Fremont, 

B enton's daughter and fo r  many years h is  p r iv a te  se c r e ta r y . She 

inform ed him th a t  th e  Senator was f a l s e ly  accused and did  not attem pt 

to  hold  up th e  S a in ts ' p ro g ress , Stenhouse ap p aren tly  f e l t  th a t  she  

was probably co rrect and th a t  Benton was in n o cen t,

Stenhouse s t a t e s  th a t:

Of a l l  th e  preaching in  th e  Tabernacle a g a in s t  th e  n a tio n , 
noth in g  has ever made such an im pression  upon th e  people as  
Brigham Young's s to r y  o f  th e  Mormon b a t ta l io n , in  which he 
charges th e  Government w ith  'th e  d esign  o f  d estro y in g  th e  
kingdom o f  G od,'31

Young, Stenhouse w rote, a sse r te d  w ith out h e s i t a t io n ,  u n eq u iv o ca lly ,

tim e and a g a in , th a t  th e  government demanded th e  troop s in  hopes o f

causing th e  S a in ts  to  r e b e l and fu rn ish  th e  government w ith  ju s t  cause

to  "wipe thorn out o f  e x is te n c e ."  Yet he a ls o  s ta te s  th a t  Young and th e

a p o s t le s  s e c r e t ly  reso lv ed  to  w r ite  P resid en t Polk and thank him fo r  h is

"benevolent design" o f  arming f iv e  hundred v o lu n teers  and p la n tin g  them

in  C a lifo rn ia  to  tak e p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  country, "and fo r  our good,"

S ev era l a p o s t le s ,  Stenhouse p o in ts  o u t, made statem ents th en  and la t e r
32th a t  th e  government was "favourably disposed" to  th e  S a in ts ,

Why th en  th e  g rea t mystery? Why d id  Young, fo r  many years

31I b id . ,  p. 237 .

■̂ I b id . ,  pp. 2W+-288.



65

t h e r e a f t e r , condemn th e  r a is in g  o f  th o se  troops as a grea t n a t io n a l  

crime? 'Why. not r e v e a l to  th e  p eop le th e  r e a l  tru th  o f  th e  whole 

a f f a ir ?  Stenhouse h im se lf could on ly  sp e c u la te , but h is  f e e l in g s  were 

th a t  u n t i l  th a t tim e th e  S a in ts  had no strong f e e l in g s  toward th e  

n ation a l, government* th ey  saw i t  was guiLlty cx p ersecu tio n  on ly  by 

im p lic a t io n , o n ly  o f  not a id in g  them a g a in s t th e  p ersecu tio n  o f  variou s  

s t a t e  governm ents, Stenhouse w rote: "These o f f i c i a l  documents should

u n deceive th e  Mormon people and enable them to  se e  how g r o s s ly  th ey  have

33been deluded by th e  s to r y  o f  th e  Government 'p e r s e c u t io n ,'"

A gain, a number o f  fa c to r s  worked a g a in st th e  recru itm en t o f  th e  

b a t ta l io n , The poor tim in g , la c k  o f  r e a d ily  a v a ila b le  young men, 

w ild ern ess  lo c a t io n , need fo r  as many men as p o s s ib le  to  b u ild  b r id g es , 

roads, and homes as w e ll  as supp ly  food and d r iv e  wagons, e t c .  Fear o f  

what would happen to  a camp w ithout i t s  b e st  f iv e  hundred d efen d ers was 

o f  deep concern; th ey  were th in k in g  not o n ly  o f In d ia n s, but a ls o  o f  

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  more "m obocrats," There was a ls o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

having th e  f iv e  hundred men h eld  as h o sta g es  in  some fa r  p la ce  by th e ir  

f o e s ,

Brigham Young and o th er  Mormon e ld e rs  s tr e s s e d  two p o in ts . The 

f i r s t  was th e  q u estio n  o f  lo y a lt y ;  th e  th re a t to  th e  Mormons, i f  th ey  

had refu sed  th e  r e q u is it io n , was considered  to  be very  r e a l .  A lso , a 

s te p  to  dem onstrate th e ir  lo y a l t y  to  th e  n a tio n  would win p r o te c tio n  fo r  

them in  th e ir  w estern  home, wherever th a t  might b e . However, Young’s 

g r e a te s t  concern a t  th a t  tim e was money, and th a t was th e  one th in g  th a t

•^ I b id ,,  pps 237 and 2**4,
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th e  b a t ta lio n  could provide t h a t , as in d iv id u a ls ,  th ey  could n o te The 

agreem ents worked out in  advance in c lu d ed  th e  p r o v is io n  th a t  th e  men 

would r e c e iv e  t h e ir  e n t ir e  c lo th in g  allow ance in  advance, and th a t  th ey  

be allow ed to  supply t h e ir  own c lo t h e s .  Thus, th e  money could be 

earned -with which to  a id  th e  d e s t i t u t e  em igran ts, The money, sen t back 

to  th e  Mormon camps, could provide th e  cash to  purchase d e sp e ra te ly  

needed s u p p lie s ,  su p p lie s  w ithout which th e  Mormons probably could not 

go on or even su rv iv e  th e  w in ter .

Gold was a very  rare item  on th e  f r o n t ie r .  T his fa c t  made th e  

governm ent's promise to  pay th e  men in  gold  doubly im portant, so  

im portant th a t  John D, Lee and Howard Egan were sen t c le a r  to  Santa Fe 

to  bring back th e  f i r s t  p a y r o ll o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n , Added 

inducem ents to  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  th e  r e q u is it io n  were th a t  th e se  men 

would be r e le a se d  from s e r v ic e  in  C a lifo r n ia , w ith  t h e ir  arras to  be 

r e ta in e d  by th e  men. T his i s  im portant when i t  i s  remembered th a t  th e  

g o a l o f  th e  Mormons was s t i l l  thought to  be C a lifo r n ia . Such a la r g e  

fo r c e  o f  men, tran sp orted  th e r e  fr e e  o f  c o st  to  th e  Mormons, could  

prove to  be v ery  v a lu a b le  in  lo c a t in g  a s i t e ,  develop in g  th e  land  and 

p la n tin g  crops in  preparation  fo r  th e  coming o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  Mormons, 

In  a d d it io n , th ey  were allow ed to  tak e  about seven ty  la u n d resses  w ith  

th e  b a t ta l io n ,

D an ie l T y ler , w r it in g  h is  account o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n  from 

memory, recorded th a t  seven young Mormon boys were accep ted  as o f f i c e r s '  

serv a n ts  fo r  th e  t r i p .  In  a d d itio n  th ir ty -o n e  w ives o f  o f f i c e r s  were 

a llow ed  to  accompany th e  batta3_ion, and a l l  but th e  commanding o f f ic e r s  

were from th e  S a in ts ' ranks, The women a ls o  brought a long about fo r ty



%child ren* The moving o f  s e v e n ty -e ig h t dependents a t  l i t t l e  expense was

34an ex tra  added bonus,

Brigham s ta te d  in  1848 th a t ,  though th e  r a is in g  o f  th e  b a t ta lio n  

su rp r ised  many p eop le , i t  was th e  "temporal s a lv a t io n  o f  our camp," I t  

had proved to  be a great weapon a g a in s t th e ir  enemies and had prevented  

them from fu rth er  harassm ent. At th e  same tim e i t  had enabled th e  

purchase o f  d e sp e ra te ly  needed s u p p lie s . In  sh o rt, i t  had served as a

35g rea t b le s s in g  to  th e  camp.

I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  presence o f  th e  S a in ts  

a t  th e  B lu ffs  d id , in  a sm all way, have an adverse e f f e c t  on o th er  

groups who might have used th e  a rea . Many a r t i c l e s  appeared in  M issouri 

newspapers about th e  b e st  rou te  to  th e  W est, A r ep r e se n ta tiv e  a r t i c l e  

on th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  rou te  appeared in  th e  S t ,  Louis G azette on March 

1 3 , 1846; i t  was w r itte n  by a Stephen Cooper, He recommended cro ss in g  

th e  M issouri a t  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  because th e  route up th e  north s id e  

o f  th e  P la t te  was by fa r  th e  b e s t;  i t s  stream s were a l l  ford ab le  by 

loaded  wagons, H is group was preparing to  le a v e  from A tchinson County 

and was to  meet another group from Dubuque a t th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  on 

May 1 , He had even arranged fo r  fe r r y  s e r v ic e , presumably w ith  P eter  

Sarpy, and encouraged a l l  who d e s ire d  to  jo in  them a t  th a t p o in t .

However, la t e r  newspaper e d it io n s  carry a d if fe r e n t  typ e  o f  

s to r y . One person reported  to  th e  S t ,  Louis M issouri R epublican, May

•^~*Tyler, H istory  o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n , pp. 125-126,

^^Guddle, B ig le r ’s C hronical o f  th e  W est, p, 18 ,

3^Dale L, Morgan, O verland in  1846, D ia r ie s  and L etters  o f  th e  
C aliforn ia-O regon  T r a i l ,  V ol; l i  CGeorgetown, C a l i f , ; Talisman PressT
1 9 6 3 J T p r W ^ ~ “ ”
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27 i s s u e ,  from W eston, th a t he had v i s i t e d  a l l  o f  th e  camps from "Iowa 

P oin t to  S t .  Joseph" wherever th er e  were f e r r ie s  from "the B lu ffs  to  

S t .  L ou is."  He reported  grea t excitem en t in  th e  camps over two rumors. 

The f i r s t  was th a t  th e  S iou x were moving a g a in s t  th e  Pawnee in  la r g e  

numbers and so some had crossed  th e  M issouri a t  th e Nishnabotna in  

ord.er to  avo id  them. But o f  more concern was th e  rumor th a t  la r g e  

b od ies o f  w ell-arm ed Mormons were on th e  move and were b e lie v e d  to  be

37in ten d in g  to  cross a t  th e  C ouncil B lu f f s .

The concern over th e  Mormons was widespread among M issou rians. 

L ette r s  o f  in q u iry  about them, t h e ir  numbers and whereabouts poured 

in to  th e  M issouri papers. On June 5 th e  S t ,  Louis Weekly Arnerican 

con tr ib u ted  to  t h e ir  a n x ie ty  by p u b lish in g  a f a l s e  rep ort o f  a c la sh  

between a M issouri party and th e  Mormons, in  which se v e r a l M issourians  

were supposedly  k i l l e d .  Other p a r t ie s  were rumored to  have been 

th rea ten ed  by th e  S a in ts .  The s to r y  was a ttack ed  by th e  S t .  Louis 

M issouri R epublican th e  fo llo w in g  day as a hoax, but th e  damage was 

d o n e.38

D ale Morgan a s s e r t s  th a t  th e  presence o f  th e  S a in ts  prevented  

peop le  from u sin g  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  as a major jump o f f  in  18h6, No 

one knew fo r  sure where th ey  were going or how th ey  would t r e a t  G e n tile s  

th ey  met up w ith  in  th e  w ild e r n e ss . Subsequently , as Morgan put i t s

Everybody was d isp osed  t o  g iv e  them elbow room, so th a t  fo r  
th e  f i r s t  tim e s in c e  18h3 no C a lifo r n ia  or Oregon-bound company 
undertook to  cro ss  th e  M issouri a t  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  and go

-^ C ited in  I b id . » P» 535.

3®Cit.ed in  I b id . ,  pp. 5^9-550. •
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w est by th e  t r a i l  north o f  th e  P l a t t e ,^9

What was tr u e  in  1846 was a ls o  tru e  in  1847 and 1848 when th ey  

knew p o s i t iv e ly  where th e  S a in ts  were and which route th ey  would ta k e .  

T his fa c to r  undoubtedly delayed  th e  estab lish m en t o f  th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  

as a f r o n t ie r  jum p-off p o in t fo r  non-Mormons,'- I t  i s  not u n t i l  th e  

sp rin g  o f  1848 th a t  non-Mormons a r r iv e  to  b eg in  b u s in e s se s , knowing th a t  

many S a in ts  were le a v in g  th e  a r e a , Whether or not th ey  would have 

a rriv ed  sooner, i f  th e  Mormons had not been p resen t, i s  on ly  a m atter  

o f  co n jec tu re . C erta in ly  C ouncil B lu ffs  gained more from th e ir  

presen c e . than i t  l o s t ,

39Ibid., Vol. I, p. 89.



CHAPTER IV

HILLER’S HOLLOW, 1846~18h8

The r a is in g  o f  th e  b a t ta lio n  had extrem ely im portant e f f e c t s  on 

C ouncil B lu f f s .  U n til  th a t  tim e th e  s i t e  was on ly  to  be another r e s t  

sto p  on th e  path westward. Although i t s  lo c a t io n  on th e  M issouri would 

have probably made i t  more im portant than Mt, P isgah or Garden Grove i t  

never would have contained  any s ig n i f i c a n t  number o f  Mormon s e t t l e r s  on 

a permanent b a s is ,

A fter  th e  b a t ta lio n  was r a ise d  th e  plans o f  th e  Mormon e ld e rs  

had to  be changed. A l l  o f  th e  n ecessa ry  work preparatory to  moving on 

a cro ss  th e  M issouri and in to  th e  w ild ern ess  could not be accom plished  

due to  th e  shortage o f  men. Now th e y  would have to  f in d  a temporary 

s i t e  on which to  lo c a te  in  order to  b u ild  up t h e ir  provisons and w in ter  

over. M ilo Harmon s ta te d  th a t th ey  were unable to  cro ss  th e  r iv e r  u n t i l  

e a r ly  August, by which tim e th e  season  was so fa r  advanced, so many were 

s ic k  and so many o f  th e  most e f f e c t iv e  men were gone, th a t  i t  was 

thought b e st  to  lo c a te  along th e  M issouri fo r  th e  winter,**'

R egard less o f  which s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  th ey  lo c a te d  on th ey  were 

going t o  be on land  acknowledged by th e  government as belongin g  to  a 

s p e c i f i c  t r ib a l  group, The problem on th e  e a st  bank was much sim pler  

to  s o lv e . The Potawatomi, who were s t i l l  in  th e  a rea , proved to  be very  

f r ie n d ly  w ith  th e  Mormons and th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  two groups

1Anderson, The Journals o f  Appleton M ilo Harmon, p, 7*
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was, from th e  f i r s t ,  e x c e l le n t .  Captain A llen  had secured perm ission  

from th e  Potawatomi fo r  th e  Mormons to  remain in  th e ir  country fo r  an 

u n sp ec ifie d  amount o f  tim e . The Potawatomi were ra th er  sym pathetic  

toward th e  Mormons, see in g  them as m istrea ted  by th e  government and 

harassed  by o th er  w h ite  men much as th ey  had been. A lso th e  S a in ts  were 

one group who d id  not p ly  th e  Ind ian s w ith  liq u o r  or make advances on 

t h e ir  m aidens,

Thomas Kane w rote th a t  th er e  was open h o s p i t a l i t y  on th e  part o f

th e  In d ia n s, p a r t ia l ly  because th e  Mormons had tr e a te d  them w e l l ,  One

P ied  R iche, an in te r p r e te r  and c h ie f ,  and numerous h a lf -b r e e d s , were

e s p e c ia l ly  fr ie n d ly .  He then spoke o f  a la r g e  c o u n c il h eld  a t  P eter

S arp y 's  p ost a t  T rad er's P o in t, In  t h i s  co u n c il P ied  R iche s ta te d  th a t

th e  Potawatomi had su ffe r e d , been d r iven  from t h e ir  land and homes, a s

had th e  Mormons, He expressed  th e  hope th a t  th e  two groups could

cooperate and e x is t  in  harmony. He th en  extended an im portant o f f e r  to

th e  S a in ts ,  He o ffe r e d  to  a llo w  them to  lo c a te  and b u ild  homes on any

land  n ot occupied  by th e  In d ian s; furtherm ore, th ey  were to  f e e l  fr e e

to  cut th e  wood n ecessa ry  fo r  b u ild in g  s h e lte r s  and homes, as w e ll  as
2

h ea tin g  and cooking.

T his agreement opened th e  way fo r  th e  ev en tu a l se ttlem en t o f  

la r g e  numbers o f  Mormons on th e  e a s t  bank o f  th e  r iv e r .  These s e t t l e r s ,  

some o f  whom were permanent, e s ta b lis h e d  th e  v i l l a g e  which was e v en tu a lly  

to  become th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Land was c lea red  and farms b u i l t  

by Mormons as fa r  north as th e  Boyer R iver and eastward fo r  some d is ta n c e ,

2Mulden and Mortensen, Among the Mormons, pp, 210-211,
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On th e  w est bank o f  th e  r iv e r  co n d itio n s  were trem endously

d i f f e r e n t .  On August 31* 1846, th e  Mormon le a d e rs  cou n ciled  w ith  th e  
■ *

c h ie fs  o f  th e  Omaha n a tio n , le d  by B ig Elk and h is  son, Standing E lk , 

The Mormons agreed to  h e lp  th e  Ind ian s haul corn, lea rn  a g r ic u ltu r a l-  

tech n iq u es, supply mechanics and a id  in  co n stru c tin g  lo g  ca b in s . In  

return th e  Mormons were to  he a llow ed  to  s ta y  on Omaha land as long  as  

th ey  d e s ir e d . The c h ie f s  promised them, th e  f u l l  use o f  tim ber and 

g r a ss , th a t th ey  would n ot be m olested  and th a t t h e ir  sto ck  would not 

be bothered , The Ind ian s d id  s t a t e  th a t  th ey  d id  not want th e  Mormons 

to  hunt deer or e lk  as th e  supply would never l a s t  fo r  so la r g e  a 

number o f p eo p le , Brigham Young assured  th e  Ind ian s th a t  he h a d -fu ll  

p erm ission  from th e  government to  e s t a b lis h  w in ter  quarters in  Omaha 

country . A c tu a lly  he had o n ly  th e  perm ission  o f  Captain A lle n , who
3had. now gone and had, in  f a c t ,  d ie d , a t  Fort Leavenworth,

A c tu a lly  th e  Mormons had a lrea d y  begun to  move a cro ss  th e  r iv e r  

on J u ly  31» & f u l l  month b efore  th e y  wrote th e  tr e a ty  w ith  th e  Omaha, 

T heir f i r s t  lo c a t io n  was known as C u tler ’s Park and was on a r id g e  a t  

some d is ta n c e  from th e  r iv e r .  The f i n a l  lo c a t io n  fo r  W inter Quarters 

was decided  on September 17 and la id  out by th e  2^, I t 'w a s  on a l e v e l  

f l a t  about a m ile  long on th e  second b lu f f  above th e  r iv e r  about f i f t y  

. f e e t  above th e  w ater, but about th ree  m iles  nearer th e  r iv e r  than  

C u tle r ’s Park, The s i t e  had sp rin gs a t  both ends fo r  w ater. The 

lo c a t io n  i s  a c tu a l ly  in  what was to  become F lo ren ce , Nebraska, and i s  

now en closed  in  th e  northern area o f  Omaha,

^Brooks, ed., On the Mormon Frontier, pp, 188-190,
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W inter Quarters was soon la id  out and th e  m ajority  o f  th e  

Mormons moved to  th a t s i t e .  At one tim e th ere  were sa id  to  be as high  

as seven thousand people l iv in g  th e r e . The pop u lation  recorded fo r  

December 24, 1846, was 3»^83« E stim ates on th e  number o f  houses run as 

high  as seven  hundred, though t h i s  might in c lu d e  dugouts and t e n t s ,

Four hundred houses had been r a ise d  w ith in  s ix  w eeks, y e t  some spent th e  

w in ter  in  t h e ir  wagons. Houses were h a s t i ly  constru cted  as ra p id ly  as  

th e  lo g s  could  be brought in .  Many l iv e d  through th e  harsh w in ter  o f  

1846-47 in  te n t s  and few  had r e a l ly  adequate s h e l t e r ,  p a r t ia l ly  because  

tim ber was sc a r c e . C onsequently, i l l n e s s  was w idespread and many deaths  

occurred .

The id ea  to  s ta y  a t  W inter Q uarters fo r  a year or so  and send out

a hand-picked company o f  men to  go over th e  Bear R iver v a l le y  and

e s t a b l is h  a home fo r  th e  Mormons was recommended by Young on September

9® The camp had begun to  take on th e  a ir s  o f  permanence a lr ea d y , Hosea

S to u t, as in s tr u c te d  by th e  e ld e r s , had formed a p o lic e  fo r c e  which was

r esp o n s ib le  fo r  p o lic e  fu n c tio n s  w ith in  th e  camp, to  p r o te c t  a g a in s t

f i r e s  and do guard duty to  prevent Indian s from s te a lin g  t h e ir  s to c k .

T h is  o rg a n iza tio n  was a ls o  th e  b a s is  fo r  a m il i t a r y - l ik e  o rg a n iza tio n  in
4

which every man was e n r o lle d .

T h eir  tr o u b les  in  some areas so lv ed , th e  S a in ts  were soon faced  

by o th e r s . In  th e l a t e  summer and through th e  f a l l  d is e a se  ran rampant 

through th e  ranks, Weakened by t r a v e l  and work, i l l  fe d , p oorly  

sh e lte r e d  and crowded to g e th e r , th e  fe v e r  claim ed many a Mormon so u l.

^Ibid., pp, 190-193



At th e  camp o f  th e  p ion eer group on th e  Elk Horn R iver a t  l e a s t  a th ir d  

were i l l  o f  a " scorb u tic '’ d is e a se  which th ey  c a lle d  "Black Canker" and 

many d ie d e: Camps on th e  e a st  s id e  were no b e t te r  o f f .  At one tim e so

many were i l l  a t  W inter Q uarters th a t  cows were not being m ilked and 

b u r ia ls  lagged  fa r  behind. As la t e  as December Hosea S to u t 's  r o l l s  

showed over o n e-ten th  o f  th e  camp’s in h a b ita n ts  were i l l .

Other problems simmered and brewed in  o th er  a r e a s , Though th e

Bureau o f  Indian  A ffa ir s  had f i r s t  in s tr u c te d  i t s  agents to  r e fr a in  from

h arassin g  th e  Mormons, t h e ir  a t t i tu d e  soon changed. When i t  was

a sce r ta in e d  th a t  th e  Mormons were not ju s t  p assin g  through an e n t ir e ly

d if f e r e n t  s i tu a t io n  was crea ted . As e a r ly  as September 16 P e ter  Sarpy

warned th e  Mormons o f th e  approach o f  United S ta te s  m arshalls from

M issouri; th ey  were supposedly d e ta i le d  to  a r r e s t  "the tw elve" or church

c o u n c il ,  fo r  i l l e g a l l y  tr e sp a ss in g  in  Indian t e r r i t o r y .  Someone

rep orted  se e in g  dragoon horses on th e  17 , Nothing came o f  e i th e r  rumor,

excep t th a t  th e  S a in ts  com pleted t h e ir  m il ita r y  o r g a n iza tio n , in c lu d in g
5

t h e ir  a r t i l l e r y  u n it .

In  l a t e  November Major Thomas Harvey, Superin tendent o f  Indian  

A ffa ih s  c a lle d  upon Brigham Young from S t ,  Louis and requested  th a t  he 

le a v e  Indian t e r r i t o r y  a t  once. I t  seems th a t Captain A llen  was g iven  

no a u th o r ity  by anyone to  a llo w  th e  Mormons to  e s t a b l is h  any permanent 

base in  Indian t e r r i t o r y .  No w h ite  men were supposed to  be a llow ed th a t  

p r iv i le g e ,  even i f  a greeab le  to  th e  In d ia n s, by a c t  o f  Congress, The 

Mormons, Harvey s ta te d , had perm ission  to  s ta y  on Potawatomi lands and
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no o th er . Both were aw aitin g  word from P resid en t P olk , to  whom Captain
6

A lle n  had supposedly appealed .

Furthermore, Harvey d id  not t r u s t  Young's vow th a t  th e  Mormons 

d id  not in ten d  to  s ta y  more than two y e a rs . He w rote to  h is  su p erior  

th a t  th e  camp was extrem ely e la b o ra te  fo r  a temporary b ase , in c lu d in g  

a n ea r ly  com plete water-powered m i l l .  He estim ated  th e  t o t a l  population  

a t  near te n  thousand, about th ree  tim es th e  a c tu a l f ig u r e .  In  a d d itio n

he p o in ted  out th a t  groups were lo c a t in g  in  o th er  sp o ts  in  th e  Indian

t e r r i t o r y ,  on th e  Elk Horn and in  Ponca country on th e  N iobrara,

B e s id e s , he s ta te d , th a t  fo r  a w in ter  camp, th e  Mormons chose a very  

poor s i t e .^

However, th e  S a in ts  could not p o s s ib ly  move from W inter Quarters 

and e s t a b l is h  another qu arters a t  th a t  la t e  d ate  and hope to  su rv ive  th e  

w in te r . T h eir  agents in  th e  e a s t ,  w ith  a id  from Thomas Kane's fa th e r ,  

secured  a r e p r ie v e . I t  was not u n t i l  e a r ly  1848 th a t  th e  Mormons were 

ordered out o f  W inter Q uarters, Yet Harvey continued to  work a g a in st  

them. A pparently he went so fa r  as to  cut th e  a n n u it ie s  o f  th e  Potawatomi 

who were s u c c e s s fu l ly  converted to  Mormonism and f ir e d  a Mr. Case, an 

a g en t, fo r  th e  same reason . The Mormons f e l t  h is  a c t io n s  were in sp ired

by in f lu e n t i a l  enemies in  M isso u r i, by which th ey  probably meant t h e ir

"dear o ld  fr ie n d ,"  Thomas H, Benton,

Meanwhile o th er  problems o f  ju s t  as ser io u s  a nature had a r is e n .

^"Thomas H. Harvey, Supt. o f  Indian A ffa ir s  -  W illiam  M ed ill,
Comm, o f  Indian  A ffa ir s ,"  Oscar Osburn W inther, e d , ,  The P r iv a te  Papers 
and D iary o f  Thomas L eiper Kane A Friend o f  th e  Mormons (San F ra n c isco ; 
G e lb e r -L ilie n th a l, In c . , 1937)» PP. 25 -2 7 . "" ~

Ib id . , pp. 25-27.
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As e a r ly  as mid-October Young spoke to  h is  fo llo w e r s  on th e  problems 

caused by th e  Omaha, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  regard to  th e  s t e a l in g  o f  c a t t l e a 

They were ad v ised  to  keep them out o f  th e  camp and use whips i f  

necessary® Food was not to  be g iv en  them nor were th ey  to  be encouraged 

in  anyway to  en ter  th e  camp. Logan F o n te n e lle , th e  Omaha's in te r p r e te r ,  

had a d v ised  them to  s to p  s e l l in g  dogs to  th e  Omaha because th e  Indians  

were tr y in g  t o  g e t them out o f  camp so th ey  could no lo n ger  a le r t  th e  

Mormons o f  t h e ir  p resen ce . On O ctober 24 Brigham spoke to  Big Elk  

about th e  k i l l in g  o f  Mormon c a t t le  and was inform ed th a t  th e  c h ie f  had 

l o s t  a l l  c o n tr o l over th e  younger b ra v es. He ad v ised  Young to  e s t a b lis h  

regu lar  s e n tr ie s  and put th e  most v a lu a b le  anim als on p ic k e ts  to  prevent 

s tr a y in g »̂

The d ia r ie s  o f  Hosea S to u t, J . D, Lee and Milo Appleton Karmon, 

as w e l l  as th e  la t e r  w r it in g s  o f  Thomas Kane, in d ic a te  th a t th e  problem  

became even w orse. The Omaha continued to  s t e a l  c a t t le  and had a 

reg u la r  s la u g h ter  house e s ta b lish e d  near "Rush Bottoms" where th e  c a t t l e  

were w in tered , near p resen t day Tekamah, Nebraska, The Indian agent 

proved o f  no v a lu e , h is  power over th e  Indians was n i l  fo r  th ey  

c o l le c te d  no a n n u it ie s  from th e government. In  f a c t ,  th a t was one 

reason used by th e  Omaha as reason fo r  th e  r a id s , Kane w rote th a t he 

f e l t  th ey  would com p letely  d estro y  th e  c a t t le  herd, even, i f  th ey  could  

not storm th e  camp i t s e l f .  The damage done was e x te n s iv e , though no 

e stim a tes  o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  h o r se s , m ules, oxen and c a t t l e  taken  

e x i s t .  The lo s s  was g rea t enough to  prevent many peop le from le a v in g

Brooks, ed ,, On the Mormon Frontier, pp, 205-206.
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fo r  th e  Great S a lt  Lake in  1847 and. 1848, thus d e la y in g  t h e ir  reaching  

t h e ir  new homes. Some were forced  to  move back to  th e  e a st  bank when 

W inter Q uarters c lo sed  sim ply because th ey  lacked  th e  d r a ft  anim als to  

p u ll  t h e ir  wagons.

I t  i s  probably fo r tu n a te  fo r  th e  Mormons th a t  th e  Omaha were 

not more a g g r ess iv e  than th ey  w ere. Other, more a g g r ess iv e  t r ib e s ,  

caused g rea ter  fe a r s  o f  actual, lo s s  o f  l i f e .  Pawnee ambushed one 

herder and s t o l e  numerous h o r se s . The Iowa a ttack ed  an Omaha v i l la g e  

w ith in  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  Mormon Camp and S iou x w arriors wiped out th e  

Omaha camp near th e  Rush Bottom s, A l l  o f  th e se  t r ib e s  were seen  around 

th e  Mormon camps. At tim es young w arriors or boys were seen  p r a c tic in g  

t h e ir  s ta lk in g  on Mormon herdsmen, r id e r s  and h u n ters, a l l  o f  which d id  

l i t t l e  to  sooth  th e  nerves o f  th e  beleaguered Mormons,

The w in ter  o f  1846-47 was th e  tou gh est t r i a l  th e  Mormons under

went , D isea se , In d ia n s, la c k  o f  s h e l t e r ,  in s u f f ic ie n t  food , severe  

c o ld , in s u f f ic ie n t  wood fo r  h ea tin g  and c lo th in g  worn th in  by tim e and 

t r a v e l  a l l  gathered  to g e th e r  to  cause th e  most extreme p r iv a t io n s . The 

money sen t by th e  "Mormon B a tta lion "  in  August and again  in  November was 

th e  th in g  th a t carr ied  many through th e  w in ter . I t  was used to  purchase 

su p p lie s  a t  w h o lesa le  p r ic e s  in  S t ,  L ou is, Over th e  com plaints o f  

fa m ilie s  whose men were in  th e  b a t ta l io n , much o f  th e  money was used fo r  

th e  good o f  th e  e n t ir e  camp and helped see  them through, That w in ter

was th e  tu rn in g  p o in t, scourged by every  p o s s ib le  malady and hardship ,

th e  t id e  began to  turn in  1847, Those who l iv e d  through th e  w in ter  to

th e  sp rin g  o f  1847 saw th e  a r r iv a l  o f  b e t te r  t im e s .

The .r e a l ly  sad part o f  t h is  i s  th a t i t  need not have: happened.
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The o n ly  p o s s ib le  arguments fo r  moving a cro ss  th e  r iv e r  to  e s t a b l is h  

W inter Quarters were fo r  d efen se  and to  cross th e  M issouri ahead o f  

t im e . However, any fo e  could have crossed  th e  r iv e r  e a s i l y  before  

reaching W inter Q uarters, and th e r e  was no problem w ith  low ans, S in ce  

th ey  had f e r r ie s  anyway, th e  June r i s e  o f  th e  M issou ri should not have 

p resen ted  ser io u s  problem s, moreover, th ey  would c e r ta in ly  attem pt to  

be on th e  t r a i l  w est b efore  June anyway.

An encampment p laced  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  would have 

so lv ed  or prevented many o f  th e  hardships and t r i a l s  o f  W inter Q uarters. 

I f  fo r  noth ing e l s e ,  th ey  could have begun co n stru ctin g  housing and 

s h e lt e r  a t  l e a s t  a month e a r l i e r .  T his would have g iv en  them tim e to  

perhaps g e t everyone in s id e ,  out o f  th e  w eather. Some could have 

purchased cabins o f  th e  Potawatomi who -were in  th e  p rocess o f  le a v in g  

fo r  Kansas, Fewer men would have been needed fo r  guard and p ic k e t duty  

because th e  Potawatomi were n e ith e r  h o s t i l e  nor were th ey  t h ie v e s ,  thus  

a llo w in g  more men fo r  b u ild in g  cabins or fo r  secu rin g  su p p lie s  in  

M isso u r i.

Thomas Kane spoke o f  th e  am iable nature o f  th e  Potawatomi and o f  

t h e ir  good r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  th e  Mormons, He w rote:

They had no camp or se ttlem en t o f  equal s i z e  in  th e  Pottaw attam ie  
country. There was l e s s  to  apprehend here from Indian  in v a s io n ;  
and th e  p eop le sc a tte r e d  th em se lv es , th e r e fo r e , a long th e  r iv e r s  
and stream s, and in  th e  tim bered g r o v es , wherever th ey  found 

. in v i t in g  l o c a l i t i e s  fo r  farming o p e r a t io n s .9

Not needing to  group to g e th er  w ith in  a stockad e, th ey  lo c a te d  

in  sm all groups a t  s c a tte r e d  p la c e s . Apparently th ey  d id  not fe a r  tho

^Mulden and Mortensen, Among the' Mormons, pp. 210-213,
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a r r iv a l  o f  o th er  opponents or ad versar ies*  T his a lon e would have helped

reduce th e  amount o f  d is e a s e , sim ply due to  l e s s  co n tact and b e tte r

s a n ita r y  c o n d it io n s ,

Even t h e ir  d e tr a c to rs  wondered why th ey  crossed  th e  r iv e r  to

winter* Thomas Harvey, who crea ted  problems fo r  them because o f  t h e ir

p resence in  Indian  t e r r i t o r y ,  inform ed th e Indian  A ffa ir s  commissioner

th a t  th e  s i t e  o f  t h e ir  W inter Q uarters was a poor one. The camp was

on th e  p r a ir ie  and faced  northward; a ls o ,  th ere  m s  l i t t l e  good grazing

in  th e  a rea . The e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r ,  he f e l t ,  h e ld  bottom tim ber

fo r  lumber and f u e l  and served to  break th e  fo rce  o f  th e  how3.ing w in ter

winds from th e  north . The ea stern  s i t e  would have provided b e t t e r

grazin g  and allow ed them to  move out o f  th e  wind. B esides th e se  th ere
10

was th e  advantage o f  fewer and much f r ie n d l ie r  In d ia n s,

So i t  would seem th a t  th e  Iowa s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  held  many 

advantages over th e  w estern  bank. A lso i t  would seem th a t th e  Mormon 

le a d e rs  would have seen  th e  advantages o f  th e  Iowa s id e .  Like th e  

r a is in g  o f  th e  "Mormon B a tta lio n ,"  no answers are g iv e n , nor are any 

r e a d ily  apparent.

However, i f  an in q u ir e r  happened to  be o f  a ra th er  su sp ic io u s  

n a tu re , he might see  some s im i la r i t y  between th e  two in c id e n ts .  Could 

th e  f a i lu r e  o f  Brigham Young to  mention th e  a c t i v i t i e s  or assignm ent 

o f  J e sse  L i t t l e ,  l ik e  h is  f a i lu r e  t o  have h is  camp on th e  Iowa shores  

o f  th e  r iv e r ,  have had th e  common g o a l o f  m aintain ing w ith in  th e  ranks 

o f  h is  fo llo w e r s  enough fe a r fu ln e s s  to  make i t  easy  to  draw them

-^W inther, The P r iv a te  Papers o f  Kane, pp. 2? -28 ,
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to g e th e r  -under s t r i c t  d is c ip l in e ?  C erta in ly  i t  was e a s ie r  in  both cases

to  g e t  people to  obey than had i t  been o th erw ise , Perhaps Young did, not

want a s e r ie s  o f  sca tter e d  camps, a s i tu a t io n  in  which h is  power o f

co n tr o l would be somewhat, i f  not g r e a t ly , weakened, T. H« B, S ten -

h o u se ’s co n clu sion  would c e r ta in ly  support such an id e a .

W hile Brigham’s fo llo w e r s  a t  W inter Quarters were having such 

d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  as have been m entioned, th o se  on th e  ea stern  bank began 

to  s e t t l e  down a ls o .  Why some o f  th e  S a in ts  chose to  s ta y  in  Iowa when 

th e  m ajority  o f  th e  brethern  had crossed  i s  u n clea r . I t  i s  very  

p o s s ib le  th a t  th ey  sim ply recogn ized  th e  advantages o f  th a t  s id e  o f  th e  

r iv e r .  They e s ta b lish e d  not one, but a number o f  d if fe r e n t  v i l la g e s  as  

th e y  reached th e  area over th e  n ext couple o f  y e a rs . Some estim a tes  

range up to  th ir te e n  d i f f e r e n t ,  but id e n t i f ia b le  groups. Farms were 

begun as fa r  north as th e  Boyer R iver and one group lo c a te d  on Keg 

Creek, to  th e  e a s t  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,

For th e se  people th e  scene was much q u ie te r  than th a t a cro ss  th e  

r iv e r ,  They had no fe a r  o f  th e  In d ia n s , th e  Potawatomi being much more 

in c l in e d  to  sym pathize w ith  them. Though th ey  too  suffered, from 

d is e a s e s  in  1846, th ey  su ffe r ed  l e s s .  L ess crowded, th ey  had a c ce ss  to  

s u f f i c i e n t  w ater and p o llu te d  t h e ir  own w ater to  a l e s s e r  d eg ree . They 

n e ith e r  stood  guard nor p ic k e t d u ty , and t h e ir  s to ck  had p le n t i f u l  

g ra ze . Timber was s u f f i c i e n t  to  meet a l l  t h e ir  n eed s. A ccurate 

in form ation  i s  hard to  f in d  on th e se  p eo p le . None o f  th e  e ld e r s  o f  th e  

church remained in  th e  area. The S a in ts  sc a tte r e d  co n d itio n  and la ck  o f  

need fo r  p o lic e  or m il ita r y  u n its  le d  to  much lo o s e r  o rg a n iza tio n s fo r  

governm ental p u rp oses,
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Y et, t h i s  i s  th e  beginn ing o f  th e growth o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  I t  

i s  during t h i s  period  th a t  C ouncil B lu ffs  i s  transform ed from th e  

s ta tu s  o f  a tra d in g  p ost and In d ian  sub-agency to  th a t o f  an a c tu a l  

v i l l a g e ,  a cen ter  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  A se ttlem en t w hich, in  l e s s  than  

f iv e  y e a r s , would r iv a l  any p o in t on th e  M issouri R iver as an ou t

f i t t i n g  p o s t . D esp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  bulk o f  th e  Mormon pop u lation  

e le c te d  t o . sett3 .e  on th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  M issou ri, i t  was C ouncil 

B lu ffs  which would most b e n e f it  from th e ir  p resen ce . H ereto fo re , th e  

w est bank had always been th e  cen ter  o f  a c t io n  because, in  f a c t ,  i t  was 

c lo s e r  t o  th e  In d ia n s, Now C ouncil B lu ffs  would prosper above W inter 

Quarters because i t  was more removed from th e  In d ia n s, The Potawatomi 

had to  move out by 18A<8,

In th e  next few years th e  Mormons d e fin ed  th e  rou te  up th e  

north s id e  o f  th e  P la t te ;  th ey  were not th e  f i r s t  to  use i t ,  but th ey  

changed i t  from a route to  a road. They bridged th e  stream s, b u i l t  

f e r r i e s ,  dug down stream  banks a t  c r o s s in g s , e s ta b lish e d  m ilep o sts  and 

cam p sites, b u i l t  r e la y  p o in ts , made t r a i l  markers and even pu blished  

guide books. W hile a l l  o f  t h i s  was b a s ic a l ly  designed  to  a id  more 

S a in ts  to  reach th e  v a l le y  o f  th e  Great S a lt  Lake, th e  improvements 

a ls o  a id ed  un told  numbers o f  G e n tile s  who headed fo r  C a lifo r n ia , Oregon, 

.W ashington, Nevada, Montana, Colorado, Utah and Wyoming beginning in  

18^9 and continued to  flo w  over th e  Mormon T r a il  u n t i l  th e  Union P a c if ic  

R ailroad  was e s ta b lish e d  a long th e  same b a s ic  ro u te .

I t  i s  w e ll  recogn isod  th a t  th e  c i t y  o f  Council B lu ffs  was 

e a r l ie r  known as K a n e sv ille . But few know th a t i t  was f i r s t  known as  

M ille r ’s Ho3„low. When th e  advance company o f  th e  l a t t e r  Day S a in ts
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reached th e  M issouri R iver in  1846, th e  e n t ir e  Mormon tr a in  was h eld  

up* When th e  f e r r ie s  were b u i l t  most o f  them fo llo w ed  t h e ir  lea d ers  

a cro ss  th e  r iv e r .  Some chose to  remain on th e  e a s t  bank o f  th e  r iv e r  

and had a lrea d y  begun to  seek  s i t e s  on which th ey  could co n stru ct  

s h e lt e r s  fo r  th e  w in ter  and p la n t some f a l l  crop s, probably w in ter  

w heat. Among th e  advance group were two b ro th ers , George and Henry 

M ille r . George was a Bishop in  th e  Church o f  Jesu s C hrist o f  th e  

L a tter  Day S a in ts  and f a i t h f u l l y  crossed  th e  r iv e r  to  W inter Quarters 

when th e  c a l l  came. Meanwhile Henry W, M ille r  sett3 .ed  in  what was to  

become known as M il le r ’s H ollow . M il le r ’s Hollow was lo c a te d  s l i g h t l y  

below , to  th e  w e st, o f  th e  o ld  b lockhouse, The v i l la g e  which formed a t  

M ille r ’s Hollow became th e  cen ter  o f  what was to  become C ouncil 

B lu f f s .

Henry W illiam  M ille r , th e  founder o f  M il le r 's  H ollow , was a 

proven vetera n  o f  th e  L atter  Day S a in ts  Church, He was bom  in  1807 

in  Green county, New York o f  James G. M ille r  and Ruth Arnold, By- 

p r o fe s s io n  he was a carp en ter , a s k i l l  which he put to  work on s e v e r a l

im portant ta sk s  fo r  th e  S a in ts ,  A fter  marrying and moving to  I l l i n o i s ,

he was converted to  Mormonism and moved to  t h e ir  cen ter  a t  Nauvoo.

W hile th ere  he helped b u ild  th e  Nauvoo House and Nauvoo Temple. A fter  

founding M il le r ’s Hollow he l e f t  fo r  th e  Great B asin  in  1852, cro ss in g  

th e  p la in s  as cap ta in  o f  a Mormon company. A fter  carrying  out a 

m ission  to  th e  Cherokee he le d  a Mormon tr a in  to  th e  v a l le y  in  1862.

"^■"Latter Day S a in ts  H isto r ia n s  O ff ice  to  C, B a b b itt ," S a lt  Lake 
C ity , Charles H. B a b b itt, E arly Days a t  Counci l  B lu ffs  (W ashington,
D. C .: P ress o f  Byron S . Adams, 1916), p7~83.
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In  1863 he was chosen to  begin  a Mormon se ttlem en t a t  Beaver Dams on

12the. V irg in  R iver in  what i s  now Nevada. He d ied  in  1885.'

The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o f .M i l le r ' s  Hollow sim ply purchased Indian  

cabins belon gin g  to  B i l ly  C a ld w e ll's  t r ib a l  group; i t  m s  thought th e  

s ta y  was to  be temporary and i t  was la t e  in  th e  season . This was 

sim ple and q u ick , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  th e  Indian s were about to  depart 

anyway. The id ea  o f  purchasing th e  s i t e  seems to  have been M ille r 's  

though th e  S a in ts*  le a d e rs  made th e  d e c is io n  to  lo c a te  such a v i l la g e

on th e  e a s t  bank. The Mormons* Journal H istory  fo r  "July 1? , 1846"

s t a t e s  th a t  Brigham Young and most o f  th e  S a in ts*  le a d e rs  s e t  out to  

d isc o v e r  th e  s i t e  o f  Indian  v i l l a g e  near th e  B lu f f s .  They were met 

and guided by Henry M ille r  who showed them th e  e n t ir e  a r ea . S h o rtly  

th e r e a f te r  M ille r  purchased th e  s i t e  o f  th e  e n t ir e  Indian s e tt le m e n t,  

w ith  improvements. 13

The s i t e  seems to  have been w ell-tim b ered  and w e ll- s h e lte r e d  

from w in ter  w inds, Though good grazing  grass was not found in  th e  

h ollow  i t s e l f ,  i t  was p le n t i f u l  on th e  r iv e r  bottom im m ediately to  th e  

w est o f  th e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  I t  a ls o  seems th ey  were a b le  to  purchase

sm a ll p lo t s  o f  c lea red  land w ith  th e  ca b in s , A few fr e sh  v e g e ta b le s , a

patch  o f  corn, or a l i t t l e  sp r in g  wheat were great p r iz e s .  In  f a c t ,  

M ille r  provided a f e a s t  fo r  two o f  th e  a p o s t le s  o f  green corn, 

cucumbers, su ccotash  and musk melons in  A ugust, and even sen t a load

12Andrew Jensen , e d . , L a tter  Day S a in ts  B iograp h ica l E ncyclo
p e d ia , V ol. I l l ,  S a l t  Lake C ity , 1901-1936, p . 165 .

13 " K a n esv ille , Pottaw attam ie Co, Iowa. H is to r y ," . (an unpub
l i s h e d  m anuscript o f  The Church o f  Jesu s C hrist o f  th e  l a t t e r  Day 
S a in ts  A rchives a t  S a lt  Lake C ity ) ,  p, 1 ,
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o f  melons across th e  r iv e r  fo r  th e  i l l .

The l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  must have prospered q u ick ly . I t  ra p id ly

e s ta b lis h e d  i t s e l f  as th e  major cen ter  o f  pop u lation  on th e  e a s t  s id e

o f  th e  r iv e r .  D eterm ination o f  i t s  number o f  c i t iz e n s  a t  an e a r ly  date

i s  most d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not im p ossib le*  Rough estim a tes  are th e  b est

th a t  can be done* Thoms Kane estim ated  th e  e n t ir e  p op u la tion  o f

Mormons s e t t l e d  on th e  e a s t  o f  th e  r iv e r  as about seven  hundred and

f i f t y f w ith  one hundred more on Keg Creek, How many o f  th e se  a c tu a lly

r es id ed  in  M il le r 's  Hollow i s  unknown, but i t  was probably between one
14

hundred and two hundred peop le  in  l a t e  1846,

The f i r s t  organized  government fo r  th e  area in  and around 

K il l e r ' s  Hollow was, o f  cou rse , a s so c ia te d  w ith  th e  Mormons,- In f a c t ,  

i t  was created  and run by Mormons, The Journal H isto ry  o f  t he Mormon 

Church r e v e a ls  th a t  a High C ouncil was organized  a t  C ouncil P o in t  

(T rader's P o in t) ju s t  south  o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  on J u ly  21, 1846, This 

a c tu a lly  i s  b efo re  M il le r 's  Hollow was e s ta b lis h e d . The purpose o f  th e  

c o u n c il was to  e x e r c ise  power over s p ir i t u a l  and w orld ly  a f f a ir s  fo r  

th e  camp and fo r  o th ers to  a r r iv e  from Nauvoo, The o r ig in a l  co u n c il  

e le c te d  in c lu d ed  Isa a c  M orley, George H arris, James A llr ed , Thomas 

Grover, Phineas R ichards, Heman Hyde, Andrew P erk in s, W illiam  P erk in s, 

Henry Mi3_ler, D an ie l Spencer, Jonathan Hale and John Murdock, However, 

th e  person nel o f  th e  c o u n c il changed freq u en tly  as companies departed  

fo r  S a l t  Lake C ity , A fter  Pottaw attam ie County was organized  th e  High

^Thomas Kane to  "Dear S ir ,"  1846 , 0 , 0 ,  W inther, The P r iv a te  
Papers o f  and D iary o f  Thomas L eiper Kane, pp, 30 -3 2 .
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15C ouncil ju r is d ic t io n  was, t e c h n ic a l ly ,  confin ed  to  r e l ig io u s  a f f a i r s .

I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th e  presence o f  Henry M ille r  on th e  

l i s t .  I t  i s  he who b eg in s M il le r ' s Hollow and to  which th e  area as a 

whole began to  p o la r iz e . The v i l l a g e  became th e  cen ter  o f  th e  S a in ts '  

a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  area .

In  1847 M ille r 's  Hollow prospered and grew p rim a rily  because  

th e  S a in ts  had not moved on w est, as were th e ir  o r ig in a l  in t e n t io n s .

The lo n g , harsh w in ter  had wiped out t h e ir  su p p lie s  o f  alm ost every

th in g ; many were lucky to  f in d  food a t  a l l  and even th e  church s to r e s  

meant fo r  th e  t r i p  were s e v e r e ly  d e p le te d . S ic k n ess , c o ld , hunger 

and s u ffe r in g  had exhausted th e  p eo p le . Many o f  t h e ir  c a t t l e ,  horses  

and mules were gone, th e  v ic t im s  o f  w in ter , or more than l i k e l y ,  th e  

In d ia n s , A co n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  mass m igration  was im p o ss ib le .

The S a in ts  needed tim e , tim e to  r e p le n ish  s u p p lie s , acq u ire  

s to c k , rep la ce  worn c lo th in g  and rega in  t h e ir  s tren g th  and h e a lth . So 

i t  was th e  Quorum o f  th e  T w elve, th e  S a in ts*  le a d e r s , decided  to  send 

out o n ly  a p ion eerin g  group to  th e  westward t o  seek  th e  new Z ion. And 

so a hand picked body o f  one hundred and fo r ty -th r e e  men, th ree  women 

and two ch ild ren  s e t  out in  se v e n ty -th r e e  wagons w ith  th e  b e s t  o f  th e  

teams th a t  su rv ived  th e  w in ter , le d  by Brigham Young h im se lf . W illiam

C layton r e la te d  th a t  th ey  were fo rced  to  use f o r t y - s ix  oxen, d e sp ite
16

t h e ir  la c k  o f  speed , as th ey  were a l l  th a t  "was a v a i la b le .

■^L. D, S., H is to r ia n 's  O ff ic e  to  Charles B a b b itt, Dec, 24, 1915»
B a b b itt, E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s , p. 82.

1 ^
Clayton Family A sso c ia t io n , e d . ,  W illiam  C lay ton 's  Journal

(S a lt  Lake C ity: The D eseret News, 1 9 2 1 ), pp. 75-7.7•
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D eparting from W inter Q uarters in  e a r ly  A p r il, t h e ir  purpose 

was to  f in d  a seclu d ed  spot in  th e  w ild e r n e s s , a r e tr e a t  in  th e  

m ountains. The p ion eer group was to  b la ze  th e  way, mark th e  t r a i l  and 

f in d  a r e s t in g  p la ce  where th e  S a in ts  o f  th e  world could r e tr e a t  and 

l i v e  in  p eace . They were to  c le a r  land and p la n t crops so th ey  and
17la t e r  a r r iv in g  S a in ts  could e a t .

M il le r ’s Hollow p r o f ite d  g r e a t ly  from t h i s  d e c is io n . Though th e  

lea d ers  had s a id  th a t th o se  who could  be p ro v is io n ed  should come i f  

p o s s ib le ,  few  expected  to  le a v e  in  1847® So th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  M ille r 's  

Hollow now r e a liz e d  t h e ir  s ta y  would be prolonged fo r  a t  l e a s t  one y ear  

and maybe more. Now i t  was tim e to  improve t h e ir  homes and th in k  about 

p la n tin g  crop s, s e t t in g  up farm s, m il ls  and o th er  b a s ic  b u s in e s se s .

Sheds to  s to r e  gra in  and c o rr a ls  fo r  c a t t l e  and h orses were needed.

S econ d ly , incoming groups o f  S a in ts  would, i f  an yth in g , be in  

even poorer p o s it io n s  to  go on w est than th o se  a t  W inter Quarters and 

M ille r 's  H ollow , In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , i f  th ey  had had good s to c k , 

wagons and. s u p p lie s , th ey  would not have been among th e  s tr a g g le r s .  As 

th e se  peop le  a rr iv ed  i t  seemed as i f  a la r g e  proportion  o f  them s e t t l e d  

on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .  The record o f  W inter Q uarters was not 

one which would encourage newcomers to  lo c a te  on th e  w est s id e .  

Furthermore, farm ing th ere  would be n ea r ly  im p o ss ib le , The advantages 

o f  th e  Iowa s id e  were c le a r ly  understood.

On to p  o f  o th er  co n s id era tio n s  i t  was probably known th a t  th e  

Indian A ffa ir s  o f f i c e  was tr y in g  to  move th e  S a in ts  from Indian

17Anderson, The Journals o f  Appleton M iles Harmon, p, 11,
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t e r r i t o r y ,  Thomas Kane was inform ed as e a r ly  as A p ril 24- th a t  th e ir

req u est fo r  perm ission  to  remain in  Indian t e r r i t o r y  had been d en ied .

They had problems w ith  d is e a s e , Indian s and la ck  o f  c o n tro l a l l  summer

e s p e c ia l ly  a t  th e  farm o f  Young, known as Summer Q uarters, D issen sio n

had broken out soon a f t e r  Young l e f t ,  why would anyone w ish  to

e s t a b lis h  a t  W inter Q uarters and th en  be forced  to  move? Again i t

would seem, th a t  th e  Iowa Mormon c e n te r s , M il le r ' s Hollow among them,

probably gained more a t t e n t io n  because o f  th e  d iscou rag in g  co n d itio n s

a cro ss  th e  r iv e r .  P op u lation  e st im a tes  fo r  184-7 could on ly  be

sp e c u la t io n , but a p op u la tion  o f  n ea r ly  one thousand people in  th e

M ille r 's  Hollow area by la t e  184-7 would not be u n r e a l i s t i c *

W hile M il le r 's  Hollow was b u s i ly  growing in  184-7? W inter

Quarters w aited  fo r  word o f  th e  p ion eer  group and th e  Mormon B a tta lio n ,

In  e a r ly  October p assers-th rou gh  from th e  West brought word th a t  th e

p ion eers had e s ta b lish e d  a c i t y  in  th e  v a l le y  o f  th e  Great S a lt  Lake

and were in  th e  p rocess o f  p la n tin g  some crops and la y in g  out a c i t y .

On October 21, 184-7» W illiam  Clayton and h is  group o f  f i f t y  i*eturned

to  W inter Quarters from S a lt  Lake C ity , He rep orted  th e  d is ta n c e  to  be

one thousand and th ir ty -tw o  m ile s . U nfortu nately  th ey  found many people

in  W inter Quarters i l l ,  in c lu d in g  one o f  C layton 's w ives and a c h ild
18who were c r i t i c a l .  Many had d ied  and p ro v is io n s  were sh o r t .

Meanwhile th e  government was p u ttin g  in to  motion th e  machinery 

which would lea d  to  e v ic t io n  o f  th e  S a in ts  from W inter Q uarters, On 

A p ril 24-, 184-7, W illiam  M ed ill, Commissioner o f  Indian A f fa ir s ,  inform ed

n o
xoClayton Fam ily A sso c ia t io n , e d ,,  W illiam  Clayton Journ a l,

P. 376.
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h is  su p er io r , S ecre ta ry  o f  War, W, L, Marcy th a t ,  in  h is  o p in io n , th e  

Mormon camp on th e  w est bank o f  th e  M issouri was c le a r ly  a v io la t io n  o f  

th e  Ind ian  In terco u rse  Act o f  June 30 , 183^* He f e l t  th a t th e  ex ec u tiv e  

department had s tr e tc h e d  th e  law  to  th e  f u l l e s t  ex ten t by even a llo w in g  

a tem porary.s ta y . E a r lie r  Oregon bound immigrants - had been refu sed  

perm ission  to  do what th e  S a in ts  were now doin g . He d id  not f e e l  th e  

Mormons should be accorded s p e c ia l  fa v o r s . The law, he p o in ted  o u t, 

was s p e c i f i c  in  th a t  no w h ite  men were to  s e t t l e  in  anyway on land  

g iven  to  or re ta in ed  by th e  In d ian s in  t r e a t i e s .  The P resid en t was

19empowered by th e  a c t  to  remove such s e t t l e r s  by fo r c e , i f  n ecessa ry .

Oddly enough, on th e  same day Thomas Kane wrote to  M ed ill o f

having r ec e iv ed  h is  r e fu s a l  o f  form al perm ission  to  remain in  Indian

t e r r i t o r y ,  he asked i f  th e  War Department in tended  to  remove them by

fo r c e , and i f  th e  S a in ts  would be g iven  a dead line?  He a ls o  req uested

th a t  h is  l e t t e r s  on th e  m atter and a copy o f  M e d ill1s rep ort be sen t
20t o  P resid en t P olk ,

The Omaha and th e  U nited S ta te s  government f in a l ly  had th e ir  

waye On November 9 and 10 th e  C ouncil d iscu ssed  th e  is s u e  o f  evacua

t io n ,  T heir d e c is io n , as recorded by Hosea S to u t, was to  remove a l l  

th o se  who could depart fo r  S a l t  Lake V a lley  in  th e  sp r in g . Those who 

could not r a is e  p ro v is io n s  and teams to  go w est were to  v a ca te  W inter 

Q uarters and remove to  th e  e a s t  bank. The su b jec t was la id  b efo re  th e

■ ^ " W i l l i a m  M ed ill, Commissioner o f  Indian A f fa ir s ,  -  W. L.
Marcy, S ecre ta ry  o f  War, Apr, 2h, 18h? (War D e p t,) ,"  Whether, The 
P r iv a te  Papers o f  Kane, pp, 39-^ 0 ,

20fh om as Kane -  W illiam  M ed ill, P h ila d e lp h ia , Apr, 29, 18h?,"  
I b id , , pp. 3 7 -38 ,



p eop le a t  a gen era l m eeting h eld  on November 14 and agreed to  , '

A fter  th e  return  o f  Brigham Young from t h e ir  newly found home

in  th e  Great B asin , a statem ent e n t i t le d  ‘’Second G eneral E p is t le - to  th e

S a in ts  throughout th e  Earth" was is su e d . There i s  some d ivergen ce in

op in ion  as to.w ho actu a lly 'w ro te - or was r esp o n sib le  fo r  th e  e p i s t l e  and

a ls o  as to  th e  exact d a te  i t  was is su e d , W allace S teg n er , The G athering

o f  Zion, th e  S tory  o f  th e  Mormon T r a i l , d a tes  th e  l e t t e r  December 5»

184?, and p la ces  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  th e  l e t t e r  sq u a re ly , and s o le ly ,

on Brigham Young, S tegn er w r ite s  th a t  Young was by th en  "P resident

o f  th e  Tw elve, Prophet, S eer and R evela tor ,"  A pparently S tegn er i s

wrong on both cou n ts,

F red erick  H, P ie r c y ’s d ia r y , as e d ited  by Fawn M, B rod ie,

in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  l e t t e r  was not is su e d  u n t i l  th e  23 , Furthermore he

s t a t e s  th a t  Young d id  not hold  th e  p o s it io n  o f  F ir s t  P resid en t u n t i l

th e  end o f  th e  conference which was readjourned on th e  24 , The l e t t e r

was is su e d  by th e  tw e lv e  a p o s t le s ,  not ju s t  Brigham Young, according
22

to  P ie r c y ’s accou n t,

P ie r c y ’s d e sc r ip t io n  o f  th e  event i s ,  seem in g ly , c o r r e c t , 

P ie r c y ’s accounts are com p letely  supported by Joseph F ie ld in g  Sm ith, 

who, as th e  o f f i c i a l  h is to r ia n  fo r  th e  Church o f  Jesus C hrist o f  th e  

l a t t e r  Day S a in ts ,  w rote E s s e n t ia ls  In  Church H isto ry  which was based  

on th e  records o f  th e  S a in ts ,  His account s t a t e s  th a t  th e  e p i s t l e  was

^ B ro o k s, E d ,, On th e  Mormon F r o n tie r , pp, 287-288,

22F red erick  Hawkins P ie r c y , Route From L iverp ool to  Great S a lt  
Lake V a lle y , ed, by Fawn M, Brodie (Cambridge, Mass: The Belknap Press  
o f  Harvard Uni, P ress , 1962 ), p , 114,
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is su e d  on th e  23 and th a t  it'-w as is su e d  by th e  A p o s tle s , not ju s t

Brigham Young. The e p i s t l e  u ses th e  word "we" in  commands, never " I .”

His account confirm s th a t  Brigham Young was n o t , a t  th a t  tim e F ir s t
23

P r e s id e n t, a t  l e a s t  in  t i t l e .

The tr u th  i s  th a t  even a seem ingly  unquestionab le source l ik e  

Joseph F ie ld in g  Smith can be in  e rr o r , The Journal H istory  o f  th e  

S a in ts  s t a t e s  th a t  th e  c o u n c il assem bled a t  E lder Orson Hyde's r e s i 

dence in  th e  evening o f  December 5» A fter  remarks by h a lf  a dozen  

well-known Mormon lea d ers  Young was unanimously e le c te d  to  be P resid en t  

o f  th e  Church o f  Jesu s C hrist o f  th e  L atter  Day S a in ts ,  His chosen  

cou n se lors were Heber C, Kim ball and W illard  R ichards, Nothing o f  th e  

e p i s t l e  in  q u estio n  i s  a llu d ed  t o .  I f  sen t out e a r l ie r  in  th e  day, i t  

was by th e  c o u n c il as a w hole. I f  sen t out a f t e r  th e  appointm ent, no

m ention i s  made o f  i t .  In  f a c t ,  th e  e le c t io n  o f  Young s t i l l  had to  go
2kthrough th e  m otions o f  acceptance by th e  S a in ts  as a w h ole ,

However, whether he h e ld  th e  t i t l e  or n o t , Young was a t  th a t  

tim e th e  acknowledged le a d e r  o f  th e  Mormons. Though supposedly on ly  

one o f  s e v e r a l p r e s id e n ts , Young was p r e tty  much in  charge o f  th e  

S a in t s .  H is le a d e rsh ip  and f in e  o r g a n iz a tio n a l t a le n t s  had shown 

b r ig h t ly  s in c e  th e  exodus from Nauvoo and had p laced  him fa r  above any 

o th e r s . Events such as th e  r a is in g  o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n  had c le a r ly  

dem onstrated h is  a u th o r ity  over th e  f lo c k . So, w h ile  S tegner i s  

ap p aren tly  in c o r r e c t  concerning th e  date o f  th e  l e t t e r  and th e  supposed

23̂ Smith, E ss e n t ia ls  In  Church H is to r y , p , 465 
oh.

Journal H istory  (S a lt  Lake C ity , Utah, Dec. 5» 1847) 
(h e r e a fte r  r e ferred  to  as Journal H isto ry ) .
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source o f  i t ,  he i s  probably co rrec t as to  who a c tu a lly  was r esp o n sib le  

fo r  i t .  A lso i t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  nom ination o f  Young by th e  

A p o stles  fo r  th e  F ir s t  P resid en cy  in  a m eeting h e ld  on December 

18^7 le d  to  some co n fu sion . The p o s it io n  w as, according to  Joseph F, 

Sm ith, dependent on th e  approval o f  th e  members o f  th e  church.

R egard less o f  th e  p r e c is e  date o f  th e  "Second E p is t le ,"  i t  was, 

w ith out q u estio n , th e  most im portant l e t t e r  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  C ouncil 

B lu ffs  growth. The l e t t e r ,  to  a l l  S a in ts  everywhere, opened very  

sim p ly . I t  d escr ib ed  even ts s in c e  th e  S a in ts  l e f t  Nauvoo, I t  urged 

a l l  who could to  go to  th e  S a lt  Lake C ity  and ad v ised  them on many 

t o p ic s ,  in c lu d in g  m igra tion . A l l  o f  t h is  might or might not have been  

im portant to  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  excep t th a t  th e  l e t t e r  was e x p l i c i t  as to  

th e  p la ce  where th e  S a in ts  were to  gath er fo r  westward m igration .

The e p i s t l e  d esig n a ted  th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  M issouri "near to

t h i s  place" as th e  jump o f f  p o in t to  a l l  th o se  who could o u t f i t  and be

ready to  le a v e  fo r  th e  Great S a lt  Lake by May 1 , The S a in ts ,  sc a tte r e d

by th e  mobs o f  I l l i n o i s  and M isso u r i, were urged to  come to  th e  s i t e  o f

C ouncil B lu ffs  to  go beyond th e  m ountains. To quote th e  e p i s t l e ,  "We

have named th e  Pottaw attam ie lands as th e  b e s t  p la ce  fo r  th e  b re th em
25

to  assem ble on th e  rou te ,"  Of co u rse , t h i s  a lon e  was s u f f i c i e n t  to  

make what was th en  M ille r 's  Hollow in to  an im portant c e n te r , to  make i t  

a t t r a c t iv e  to  some businessm en perhaps a l s o .  But th e  next p a r t . i s  th e  

part which r e a l ly  in su res  th a t  C ouncil B lu ffs  would one day e x is t  a s  a 

permanent, and s iz e a b le ,  p op u la tion  cen te r . The in s tr u c t io n s  a ls o

^ S te g n e r , The G athering o f  Z ion , p . 195•
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in c lu d ed  th o se  unable to  go to  th e  V a lle y  a t  once* They were 

in s tr u c te d  to  go to  th e  jump~off p o in t and lo c a te  on abandoned

Potawatomi lan d , There th ey  were to  r a is e  crops* gath er  s to c k  and

su p p lie s  and, when ready to  d ep art, s e l l  t h e ir  improvements to  l a t e

26com ers,

* These are th e  p eop le who e s ta b lish e d  th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil 

B lu f f s  ,* developed th e  farm land  around i t  and opened i t s  f i r s t  tru e  

s t o r e s .  The peop le  who b u i l t  th e  c i t y ,  i t s  f i r s t  b r ick  b u ild in g s , i t s

f i r s t  s t o r e s ,  i t s  f i r s t  paper and i t s  f i r s t  s ta g e  l i n e s .  They worked

to  earn money and purchase su p p lie s  to  make i t  p o s s ib le  to  go on.

Others remained or were sen t th ere  to  a id  th o se  who were preparing to  

m igrate to  S a lt  Lake C ity , The l a s t  grea t m igration  o f  th e  S a in ts  from 

C ouncil B lu ffs  was not u n t i l  1852, Many sta y ed  on, having found r ich  

s o i l ,  and e s ta b lish e d  farms and homes; th ey  had no d e s ir e  to  go 

fu r th e r . G e n tile s  flo ck ed  t o  th e  c i t y  in  e a r ly  1852 to  tak e  advantage 

o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  created  by Brigham Young's orders to  move t o  th e  

v a l le y  o f  th e  Great S a lt  Lake, Farms were purchased fo r  a team and 

wagon or in  exchange fo r  su p p lie s  fo r  th e  journey.

On Saturday, December 4 , Young atten ded  a conferen ce in  

M ille r 's  Hollow and proposed th a t  a la r g e  ta b ern a c le  be b u i l t  a t  th a t  

sp ot fo r  th e  use o f  th e  S a in t s .  The conference members supported th e  

prop osal and appointed H enry,M iller as a committee o f  one to  su p erv ise  

th e  e r e c tio n  o f  th e  s tr u c tu r e . They th en  adjourned to  Father Ezra 

C hase's a f t e r  s e le c t in g  December 24 as th e  date to  reconvene in  th e

^ I b id .
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ju s t  proposed ta b ern a c le . Brother M iller  was going to  have to  h u s t le ,

A ta b er n a c le , to  se a t  one thousand p eo p le , in  tw enty days tim e was no

sm all ta s k , I t  i s  a c r e d it  to  M ille r  and th e  S a in ts  th a t i t  was

com pleted on tim e. The ta b ern a c le  housed many con feren ces and enhanced

M ille r 's  H ollow 's p o s it io n  as cen ter  o f  th e  church on th e  e a s t  bank o f
2 7

th e  r iv e r  co n sid era b ly .

The g en era l conferen ce h e ld  a t  M il3.er's Hollow from December

2 4-27 , 184?, was one o f  th e  most Important h e ld  by th e  S a in ts  in  th a t

p eriod  o f  tim e , During th e  con feren ce a c tio n  was taken to  reorgan ize

th e  Church o f  Jesu s C h rist o f  th e  L a tter  Day S a in ts  along th e  l in e s  i t

had taken under i t s  founder, Joseph Sm ith, The a p o s t le s '  ch o ice  o f

Brigham Young as F ir s t  P resid en t was su sta in ed  and la t e r  r a t i f i e d  by

members in  S a lt  Lake C ity  and M anchester, England, Heber C, Kimball

and W illard  R ichards, a p o s t le s  who had been in stru m en ta l in  th e  su ccess

o f  th e  S a in ts '  venture to  th e  W est, were s e le c te d  as Young's 

28c o u n se lo r s ,

However, Sm ith 's account o f  th e  conferen ce i s  a ls o  ra th er  

in t e r e s t in g  as a part o f  th e  B lu f f ' s  h is to r y . I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  

th a t  th e  m eeting was h e ld  in  M il le r 's  Hollow, n ot in  W inter Q uarters, 

a cro ss  th e  r iv e r .  His a l lu s io n  to  th e  lo g  ta b ern a c le  i s  im portant 

a ls o .  He s ta te d  i t  would se a t  n ea r ly  one thousand, which would make i t  

q u ite  a la r g e  b u ild in g , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th o se  tim es and in  th a t  fa r  

removed p la c e , A b u ild in g  o f  such dim ensions would lo g i c a l ly  be p laced

^^Journal H is to r y , Dec, 4 , 1847,

^ S m ith , E s s e n t ia ls  In  Church H is to r y , p, 464,



a t  th e  most im portant p op u la tion  cen ter  in  th e  a rea , thus in d ic a tin g
29th e  growing im portance o f  H i l l e r ' s  Hollow,

Like th e  w in ter  o f  1846-47 , th e  w in ter  o f  1847-48 was a hard

one fo r  th e  S a in ts .  Yet t h e ir  circum stances were much improved; th e

d is e a se  and p r iv a tio n  was g r e a t ly  le s se n e d , p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  th o se  on

th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .  T heir h arv ests  had been good, th e ir  homes

improved and made more secu re  and some s to ck  procured, However, th e

S a in ts  in  W inter Quarters were l e s s  fo r tu n a te ,

Hosea S to u t 's  d ia ry  d e scr ib e s  th e  W inter Q uarters as p r e tty

b lea k . Most o f  th e  w ives o f  th e  Mormon B a tta lio n  th er e  were dependent

on th e  church. The fa m ilie s  o f  th e  p ion eer group had r a ise d  no crops

th a t  y e a r . T h is , p lu s th e  d is s e n s io n  in  th e  camp and th e  In d ia n s , l e f t

them l i t t l e  b e t te r  o f f  than th e  year  b e fo r e . In  f a c t ,  S to u t, as c h ie f

o f  p o l ic e ,  asked th e  c o u n c il to  p e t i t io n  th e  S a in ts  o f  th e  Iowa s id e  to

co n tr ib u te  to  th e  care o f  th e  needy in  W inter Quarters and to  h e lp  pay

th e  p o l ic e  fo r  s e r v ic e s  rendered so th ey  might ea t a l s o .  He poin ted

out th a t  th o se  who were f a i r l y  w e l l  s itu a te d  had l e f t  fo r  Great S a l t

Lake, le a v in g  behind th o se  who sim ply d id  not have th e  w herew ithal to

contin ue t h e ir  t r ip  w e st , P o lic e  were to  be sen t acro ss  th e  r iv e r  to

a ccep t don ations o f  food , s to c k , wagons, s u p p lie s ,  c lo th e s ,  money or

30anything e l s e  th a t could be spared,

The w in ter  o f  1847-18 was spent by many in  preparation  fo r  th e  

grea t m igration  which was to  tak e p la ce  in  th e  sp r in g . I t  would seem

29I b id .

30J  Brooks, e d , , On the Mormon Frontier, pp, 295-296,
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apparent, th a t th e  s i tu a t io n  o f  th o se  S a in ts  who had remained on th e  

e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r  was fa r  su p er io r  to  th a t o f  th o se  on th e  w est 

s id e ,  The year  18^7 had seen  some major changes in  M il le r ’s Hollow j 

th e  year  18h8 was to  provide some r e a l ly  s t a r t l in g  e v en ts .



CHAPTER V

KANESVILLE -  18^8-1851

In February, 184?, th e  Iowa le g i s la t u r e  passed a b i l l  g iv in g  th e  

judge o f  th e  fo u rth  j u d ic ia l  d i s t r i c t  th e  power to  organ ize  a county  

out o f  th e  Potawatomi lands ju s t  purchased from th e  Indians.* The 

county, or c o u n tie s , were to  be organized  when, in  h is  o p in io n , th e  

p u b lic  good required  such an o r g a n iz a tio n . S in ce  th e  Indian s were 

about to  le a v e , th e  land  was to  become th e  property o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  

Iowa, A ctu a l form ation o f  Pottaw attam ie County was delayed fo r  some 

tim e.

However, th e  S a in ts ,  th e  on ly  w hite  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  area , 

knew noth ing o f  th o se  e v en ts . C onsequently, in  e a r ly  18T8 th ey  sen t  

two r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  to  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s la t u r e  carrying  p e t i t io n s  which 

req u ested  th e  estab lish m en t and form ation o f  a county, The two 

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s , Andrew Perkins and Henry M ille r , learn ed  o f  th e  a c t  

passed by th e  le g i s la t u r e  upon t h e ir  a r r iv a l .  They th en  sought th e  

judge r e sp o n sib le  fo r  th e  form ation o f  th e  county and learn ed  th a t  th e  - 

ap p rop riate  s te p s  had been tak en . Formation o f  th e  county was 

com pleted in  I 8h8 and i t s  f in a l  borders were th e  same as th o se  o f  th e  

e n t ir e  area ceded by th e  Potawatomi. I t s  f i r s t  o f f ic e r s  in clu d ed " Isaac  

Clark, judge o f  probate; George Coulson, Andrew Perkins and David 

Y ea rsley  as county com m issioners, Thomas Burdick as county c lerk ; John 

D, Parker as s h e r i f f ;  James S loan  as d i s t r i c t  c ler k  and Evan M. Greene

96
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a s  recorder and tr e a su r e r , Jacob B ig le r , W illiam  Snow, Levi Bracken 

and Jonathan Wright were appointed m a g is tra te s .^

The o f f ic e r s  o f  th e  county were a l l  o f  th e  L a tter  Day S a in ts  

and continued to  be u n t i l  1852 when th e  f in a l  mass m igration  took  

p la c e . So w h ile  th e  L a tter  Day S a in ts '  h is t o r ia n 's  o f f i c e  s ta te d  th a t  

tem poral power was g iven  over to  th e  proper government when th a t  

government was formed., th e  church d id  not lo s e  i t s  co n tro l over  

tem poral a f f a i r s .  Power over e a r th ly  a f f a ir s  m erely came under 

d if f e r e n t  t i t l e s  than b e fo r e .

Meanwhile, o th er  even ts which were a c tu a l ly  o f  g rea ter  

im portance to  th e  developm ent o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  were o ccu rr in g . A 

p e t i t io n  to  th e  Postm aster-G eneral was drawn up and sign ed  req u estin g  

th e  estab lish m en t o f  a p ost o f f i c s  a t  th a t  p o in t w ith  sem i-w eekly  

s e r v ic e  from A u stin , M issou ri, S im ila r  p e t it io n s  had been sen t to  th e  

fe d e r a l government p r e v io u s ly  by Brigham Young, The p e t i t io n s  

req uested  th a t  such a p ost o f f i c e  be named Kane,

However, i t  i s  o f  rea3. in t e r e s t  to  note  th a t  th e  p e t i t io n  sen t

on January 20, 1848, which supposedly won th e  p o st o f f i c e  fo r  th e

S a in ts  d id  not req u est a p o st o f f i c e  named Kane. Contrary to  popular

b e l i e f  a copy o f  th e  p e t i t io n  from th e  Journal H isto ry  o f  th e  Church

r e v e a ls  th e  " o f f ic e  to  be lo c a te d  a t  or near sa id  T abernacle w ithout
2d e la y , to  be c a lle d  The T abernacle P ost O ff ic e ."

^"Charles H. B a b b itt, E arly Days a t C ouncil B lu ffs  (W ashington, 
D, C.: Press o f  Byron. S , Adams, 1 916), p. 93 •

2
Journal H istory  o f  th e  Church o f  Jesus C hrist o f  th e  L a tte r -  

day S a in t s , Apr. 8 , 1848.
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T his i s  a c o n tr a d ic tio n  o f  accepted  id ea s  about th e  form ation  

o f  th e  p o st o f f i c e  fo r  which th e  town was la t e r  named. I t  can o n ly  be 

assumed th a t  e a r ly  p e t i t io n s  req uested  th e  name o f  Kane, fo r  th a t  was 

th e  name s e le c te d  by th e  government fo r  th e  p o st o f f i c e  e s ta b lis h e d .

I t  i s  im p o ssib le  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  government would have su b s t itu te d  

th e  name o f  Kane fo r  one req uested  by th e  p e t i t io n  which th ey  accepted  

so w h oleh earted ly . The ch o ice  o f  th e  name Kane could hard ly  be a 

co in c id en ce .

In  January, 18^8, a p ost o f f i c e  a t  M il le r ’s Hollow was granted  

th e  Mormons, and Evan M, Greene, a Mormon, was appointed as p ostm aster. 

Thus, another important' s te p  in  th e  growth o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  was 

com pleted, aga in  p rim arily  because o f  th e presence o f  th e  S a in ts ,

The exact s i z e  o f  K a n e sv ille  a t  th e  moment o f  i t s  transform a

t io n  to  th a t  name i s  unknown. However, i t  must have been q u ite  

populous fo r  a f r o n t ie r  town, h o ld in g  perhaps as many as two or even  

th ree  thousand peop3.e. C er ta in ly  th e  group was la r g e  enough to  a t t r a c t  

th e  in t e r e s t  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  o f  th e  s t a t e  who saw g rea t  

op p ortu n ity  in  a chance to  swing a la r g e  b lock  o f  v o te s  to  t h e ir  party* 

Sid ney  R oberts, a "Whig a gen t, made o f f e r s  to  th e  S a in ts  in  March, 18^8, 

in  hopes o f  e n l i s t in g  th e ir  a id  fo r  th e  upcoming e le c t io n ,  Hosea S tou t

m entioned th a t  th e  Whig o f f e r s  were accep ted , and th a t  th e  S a in ts  would
3

undoubtedly support th e  Whig t i c k e t  in  th e  f a l l .

In  A p r il a gen era l conference o f  th e  Church o f  Jesu s C h rist o f

-^Juanita Brooks, e d , ,  On th e  Mormon F ro n tier , The D iary o f  
Hosea S tou t 16*44-1861 (Utah: Uni, o f  Utah P ress , Utah S ta te  H is to r ic a l
S o c ie ty , 19o£J", p. 307.
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th e  .L atter Day S a in ts  was h eld  in  th e  lo g  ta b e r n a c le .a t  H i l l e r ’s

Hollow, S ev era l im portant d e c is io n s  were made. Toward th e  end o f  th e

s e s s io n , th e  Journal H istory  o f  th e  Church r e v e a ls  th a t  Orson Hyde, one

o f  th e  tw e lv e  a p o s t le s ,  moved th a t  M ille r 's  Hollow be renamed

K a n e sv ille , in  honor o f  Thomas L, Kane, The motion was made and passed
if

w ith  th e  s p e c i f i c  o b je c t iv e  o f  honoring C olonel Thomas L, Kane,

I t  i s  perhaps a s ig n  o f  th e  q u a lity  o f  research  in  th e  work o f  

F ie ld  and Reed when, in  r e feren ce  to  th e  naming o f  K a n e sv ille , th ey  

s t a t e  th a t  i t  was named "in honor o f  a b roth er o f  th e  A r c tic  ex p lo rer ,"  

W h ile -th is 's ta te m e n t i s  tr u e , i t  hard ly  does j u s t i c e  to  C olonel Kane 

nor i s  i t  as th e  S a in ts  in ten d ed . Of cou rse , th ey  d id  come c lo s e r  to  

th e  tr u th  than some o th er  acco u n ts . 0 , L, Baskin inclu d ed  an a r t i c l e  

about th e  form ation o f  K a n e sv ille  in  h is  h is to r y  o f  Pottaw attam ie  

County, The a r t i c l e  was w r itte n  by Captain Joseph LaBarge who, fo r  

many y e a r s , p i lo te d  steam boats up th e  "Big Muddy" fo r  th e  American Fur 

Company, The a r t i c l e ,  taken from th e  Omaha Bee, s ta te d  th a t  

K a n e sv ille  was named in  honor o f  "Dr, Kane," th e  famous A r c tic  ex p lo rer , 

LaBarge added th a t  he had brought Dr, Kane up river on a steam boat to  

in v e s t ig a te  th e  Mormons fo r  th e  U nited S ta te s  government, He d id  not 

f in d  them to  be as tad  as th ey  had been p ic tu red ; and so h is  report was 

ra th er  fa v o ra b le  to  them. The Mormons supposedly  changed th e  name o f

" M ille r ’s H i l l ,"  which i s  a ls o  in c o r r e c t , t o  K a n esv ille  in  g r a t itu d e .

LaBarge could not have been more in a c c u r a te . Even r e a l iz in g

^Journal H is to r y , Apr, 8 , 1848,

50 e L, Baskin, H istory  o f  Pottaw attam ie County, Iowa (Chicago;
0 ,  L, Baskin & Co, ,  H is to r ic a l  P u b lish ers , 1 8 8 3 )7  P» 33 ,
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th a t  he d id  th e  a r t i c l e  from memory does not le a d  one to  fo r g iv e  such  

b la ta n t  m istakes as he made, An exp ert r iv e r  p i lo t  should a t  l e a s t  

have remembered th e  proper name fo r  M il le r 's  H ollow, Of cou rse , th e  

person who asked him to  w r ite  th e  a r t i c l e  seems to  have f e l t  th a t  th e  

name Kane was th a t  o f  a Mormon e ld e r .

The conference h e ld  in  A p ril was long and ted iou s?  many 

im portant d e c is io n s  had to  be reached b es id es  th e  reo rg a n iza tio n  o f  th e  

church as a w hole. A ll  th e  major le a d e rs  o f  th e  S a in ts  were in  

a tten d a n ce . The Journal H isto ry  records speeches and m otions made by 

most o f  them. The jou rn a l o f  proceedings fo r  A p r il 6 a lon e  covers 

e ig h t and o n e -h a lf  le g a l - s iz e d  s h e e t s ,  u sin g  double spaced ty p in g . The 

m eeting continued through A p ril 8; th e  major to p ic  m s  th e  q u estio n  o f  

gath erin g  teams fo r  th e  m igration  to  th e v a l le y .  A pparently th e  

q u estio n  o f  len d in g  o f  s to ck  fo r  th e  journey was a ten d er  is s u e  which 

req u ired  much work, Care o f  th e  poor a ls o  rece iv ed  co n sid era b le  

a t t e n t io n . T his m eeting was c e r ta in ly  an e x c e p t io n a lly  im portant one 

fo r  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  S a in ts  and in  t h e ir  e n t ir e  h is to r y .^

Other d e c is io n s  made a t  th e  same conference were to  have even  

g r ea ter  and lo n g er  la s t in g  e f f e c t s  on K a n e sv ille , The s i t e  had a lrea d y  

been d esig n a ted  as th e  gath er in g  p o in t fo r  a i l  S a in ts  heading fo r  th e  1 

S a lt  la k e  v a l le y .  I t  was to  be th e  jum p-off p o in t a t  which wagon 

t r a in s  wTould be made up to  head w est, T h erefore, th e  d e c is io n  was made 

to  le a v e  one o f  th e  tw e lv e  a p o s t le s  in  Ka.nesvi3.le, th e  on ly  a p o s t le  to  

romain o u ts id e  o f  t h e 'v a l le y  a t  S a lt  Lake, Orson Hyde was chosen to

^Journal H is to r y , Apr, 6 -8 , 1848,
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ta k e  charge o f  a f f a ir s  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .  His c h ie f  a id es

were George A, Smith and Ezra T, Benson. Hyde's ta sk  was o f  g ig a n t ic

p ro p o r tio n s . Not on ly  was he p laced  in  charge o f  a group o f  people

which contained  upward to  as h igh  as s ix te e n  thousand, and as fa r  away

as Garden Grove and Mt. Pisg&h, but he was a ls o  resp o n sib le  fo r  th e

moving o f  a l l  Mormon m igrants who arr iv ed  a t  th a t  p o in t to  t h e ir  f in a l

d e s t in a t io n , Brigham Young h im se lf  had d ir e c t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  on ly

about f i v e  thousand S a in ts  a t  th e  tim e , so th a t  g iv e s  a f a i r  in d ic a t io n
9

o f  th e  im portance o f  Hyde's p o s it io n .

K a n esv ille  was to  serv e  as a ta k e - o f f  p oin t fo r  th e  a b le  and a 

haven fo r  th e  d e s t i t u t e ,  s ic k  and unable, ju s t  as i t  was a lrea d y  do in g . 

W hile -many would sto p  on ly  b r i e f ly ,  o th ers r e s te d , recuperated  and 

stock ed  up fo r  two or th ree  y e a r s . L ater waves o f  immigrants a r r iv in g  

from abroad even had to  be tau gh t to  d r iv e  horses and oxen, farming 

methods and how to  fend fo r  th em se lv es. U nlike e a r l ie r  groups, 

e s p e c ia l ly  th e  American co n v erts , th e se  groups were la r g e ly  u r b a n ite s . 

Many were in d u s tr ia l  w orkers, mechanics and s k i l l e d  workers who had 

never been out o f  th e  c i t y ;  and most o f  them were poor, too  poor to  be 

a b le  to  purchase th e  la r g e  amounts o f  su p p lie s  n ecessa ry  to  cro ss  th e  

p la in s  and mountains to  reach th e  fa r  d is ta n t  d o m ic ile  o f  th e  S a in ts ,

W inter in  1848 in  W inter Quarters on th e w est bank was l i t t l e  

b e t t e r  than th a t  o f  1847. Hosea S to u t 's  d ia ry  in d ic a te d  a hard w in ter , 

made harder by severe  d is s e n s io n  among th e  S a in ts .  E v id en tly  th e

n
. ‘Lynn Robert Webb, "The C ontrib ution s o f  th e  Temporary S e t t l e 

ments Garden Grove, Mount P isgah , and K a n e sv ille , Iowa to  Mormon 
E m igration , 1846-1852" (unpublished a b str a c t o f  t h e s i s ,  Dept, o f  
R e lig io n  BIU, Provo, Utah, August, 195^)» p. 12 ,
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d is s a t i s f a c t io n  m s  deep-rooted, and w idespread; some had a lread y

abandoned th e  camp and. th e  S a in ts .  Drunkenness m s  becoming a

problem. The Ind ian s were sti3 .1  s t e a l in g  s to ck  t o o .  The Pawnee were

around th e  town in  la r g e  numbers, demanding food and s t e a l in g  h o r se s ,
8

The Omaha continued to  s te a l, c a t t l e  and oxen.

Many S a in ts  su ffe r e d  from c o ld , d is e a s e , la c k  o f  food and 

su p p lie s  and in s u f f ic ie n t  c lo th in g . The form ation o f  th e  Mormon 

B a tta lio n  and th e  P ioneer company had caused a sev ere  shortage o f  men 

in  th e  camp. The a v a ila b le  work fo r c e  could not r a is e  crop s, p r o tec t  

th e  camp, b u ild  h ou ses, guard th e  l iv e s t o c k ,  and prepare to  move 

westward. Those who were most a b le  had l e f t  fo r  th e  v a l le y .  The 

bishops o f  th e  church were burdened by a h o st o f  people dependent on 

them fo r  food  and s h e l t e r .  Many who were a b le  to  care fo r  th em selves  

were s t i l l  unable to  move on w e st.

In  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  problems th e  S a in ts  were tr y in g  to  prepare to  

move out o f  W inter Q uarters; th ey  had no ch o ic e . The government had 

allow ed  them to  remain lo n g er  than some had dared hope fo r  a lrea d y . 

Troops sen t to  throw them out were expected  by some a t  any moment.

They knew beyond any shadow o f  a doubt th a t  reg a rd le ss  o f  which way 

th e y  w ent, W inter Q uarters had to  be abandoned th a t sp r in g . Those th a t  

could not g e t to g e th er  an o u t f i t  or could not g e t one through th e  church 

would sim ply have to  move back a cro ss  th e  r iv e r .

Many thought t h a t .non-Mormon m iss io n a r ie s  were behind th e  p lo t  

to  e v ic t  them from W inter Quarters and prevent them from ta k in g

^Brooks, On the Mormon T r a il, pp.' 29o, 305-311*
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s id e  fo r  t h e ir  use* They thought th e  m iss io n a r ie s  wanted, to  tak e
9over t h e ir  b u ild in g s , w e lls  and. c lea red  ground fo r  th e ir  own use*

In  th e  spring wagon tr a in s  o f  S a in ts  s ta r te d  fo r  th e  v a l le y  as 

soon as grass was s u f f i c i e n t  to  feed  t h e ir  s to ck , A sm all t r a in  o f  

tw enty-tw o wagons le d  th e  way on May 9. T his group, from Mt„ P isgah , 

was to  rep a ir  cro ss in g s  and b u ild  r a f t s  fo r  fe r r y ln g , On May 17 a 

la r g e  group departed and on May 26 Brigham Young h im se lf took  th e  t r a i l  

t o  th e  v a l le y  fo r  th e  l a s t  t im e . In  June s i x  hundred wagons and.about 

two thousand S a in ts  stru ck  out fo r  th e  v a l le y .  In  J u ly  another f iv e  

hundred, headed by W illard  R ichards, went w est w ith  about one hundred 

and sev en ty  wagons

T, B. H, Stenhous© s ta te d  f ig u r e s  fo r  on ly  th e  f ir s t -  f iv e  

companies to  depart in  1848, He recorded 1 ,8 9 1  people in  623 '■wagons, 

p lu s  2 ,012  oxen, 131 horses and 44 mules fo r  tr a n sp o r ta tio n . He a lso  

in c lu d ed  "983 cows, 334 lo o s e  c a t t l e ,  654 sheep, 23? p ig s , 904

ch ick en s, 54 c a t s ,  134 dogs, 3 g o a ts , 10 g e ese , 11 d oves, 1 s q u ir r e l
' 11 

and 5 ducks,"

However, i t  should be mentioned th a t th e  records show th e

^"Martha Haven to  'My Dear, dear M other,'" January 3 , 1848, 
W inter Q uarters, Omahan N ation , W illiam  Mulden and K. R u sse ll  M ortensen, 
e d , ,  Among th e  Mormons, H is to r ic  Accounts by Contemporary O bservers 
(New York: A lfred  A. Knopf, 1 9 5 8 ), p, 214.

^ J o se p h  F ie ld in g  Sm ith, Ess e n t ia l s  In Church H istory  (13th  
e d ,j  S a lt  Lake C ity , Utah: D eseret Book Company, 1953")» P* 567•

B, H. Stenhouse, The Rocky Mountain S a in ts :  A F u ll and
Complete H isto r y  o f  t he Mormon¥~~(SaIt Lake C ity , Utah: Shepard Book
Company, 190577 P» 26F,
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number o f  p eop le  and wagons heading fo r  th e  v a l le y  o f  th e. Great B asin , 

but do not d is t in g u is h  between th o se  from W inter Q uarters, K a n esv ille  

or even recen t a r r iv a ls*  Thus i t  i s  not a c tu a lly  p o s s ib le  to  determ ine  

how many o f  th e  S a in ts  from W inter Quarters went w est and how many 

moved back e a s t  o f  th e  r iver*  Nor i s  i t  p o s s ib le  to  determ ine th e  

f u l l  e f f e c t s  on th e  p op u lation  o f  K a n esv ille  b efore  June or July*

Em igration in  18^48 was p r e tty  su c c e s s fu l;  on ly  one tr a in

ap p aren tly  had any d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  n o te . However, an e p i s t l e  from

S a lt  Lake C ity  d ir e c te d  to  E lders Hyde, Benson and Smith on October 9

c la r i f i e d  a d if f e r e n t  r o le  th a t  K a n esv ille  played th a t  y ea r . The

l e t t e r  s tr e s se d  th e  thanks o f  th o se  o f  a l a t e  wagon tr a in  o f  Mormons

fo r  th e  p r ic e le s s  a id  g iv en  them by th e  Mormons o f  K a n esv ille  and th e

a rea . Having rece iv ed  a id  from th e Great Basin a t  th e  Sweetwater

R iv er , th ey  had sen t back fo r ty -s e v e n  wagons and one hundred and

tw en ty -fou r  yoke o f  oxen to  rep la ce  th o se  which K a n e sv ille 's  S a in ts  had

loaned  to  members o f  th e  company. The journey would have been

im p o ssib le  w ith ou t them, or so th ey  f e l t ,  However, i t  i s  obvious th a t

K a n e sv ille  had a lread y  begun i t s  r o le  o f  a id in g  S a in ts  bound fo r  th e  
12Great B asin ,

George A. Sm ith, one o f  th e  two to p  a s s is t a n t s  appointed to  

remain w ith  and a id  Orson Hyde, w rote th a t  W inter Quarters was abandoned 

on Ju ly  3 , 18h8, and l e f t  to  f l i e s ,  f l e a s ,  mice and other vermin which 

abounded in  th e  r u in s , K a n e sv ille , however, was "qu ite a humming p lace  

o f  b u sin ess ,"  He reported  th a t a number o f  merchants had moved in to

12Orson Hyde, e d , ,  The F ro n tier  Guardian (K anesville),■■February  
? , 11849,' p. if. —
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th e  Pottaw attam ie area and based t h e ir  op eration s a t  K an esv ille*  Many

crops were a lread y  in* and th e  w in ter  wheat was ready fo r  h a r v e st ,

13P rosp ects fo r  good crops were, in  S m ith 's o p in io n , e x c e lle n t ,*

The S a in ts '  H is to r ia n 's  O ff ic e  says th a t  th e  S a in ts  who d id  not

m igrate to  th e  v a l le y  moved in to  Pottaw attam ie County.or an area

nearby. They do not r e v e a l any p a r t ic u la r  numbers. E stim ates run

about two thousand and f iv e  hundred S a in ts ,  but th e se  sc a tte r e d  out

over th e  a rea , K a n esv ille  was th e  headquarters fo r  th o se  who remained

and many removed to  i t ,  but c e r ta in ly  not a l l  o f  them. In  f a c t ,  a

number o f  new se ttle m en ts  were s e t t l e d  in c lu d in g  C a r te r v il le ,

Macedonia, S p r in g v il le ,  C u tle r 's  Camp, C oon v ille  and Bethlehem, which

was la t e r  washed away by th e  M isso u r i, The H is to r ia n 's  o f f i c e  s ta te s

th a t th e r e  were about fo r ty  branches o f  th e  church on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  

14th e  r iv e r .

The year 1848 was a year o f  tremendous growth fo r  M il le r 's  

H o lio w -K a n esv ille ; i t s  pop u lation  approxim ately doubled , I t  grew in  

oth er  ways, to o . The growth o f  b u s in esse s  in d ic a te d  th e  growing 

im portance o f  th e  town and i t s  lo c a t io n . Non-Mormon businessm en began 

to  appear, men who in tended  to  lo c a te  perm anently, men who saw grea t  

p o te n t ia l  markets fo r  goods design ed  fo r  people making th e  westward 

tr e k . The Mormons were not th e  on ly  ones in te r e s te d  in  moving westward 

and th e  lo c a t io n  would prove to  be a r e a l  b le s s in g  to  th o se  w ith  

fo r e s ig h t  enough to  g e t th er e  e a r ly .

-^"George A, Smith to  John Sm ith, J u ly  3 i 1848,"  Webb, "The 
C ontribution s o f  th e  Temporary S e tt le m e n ts ," p, 123,

"^B abbitt, E arly  Days a t  C ouncil B lu f f s , pp, 82 and 8.5,
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Jonathan B. Stutsman was th e  f i r s t  non-Mormon merchant on 

th e  scene though Henry M ille r , a S a in t , had run a s to r e  in  M ille r 's  

Hollowc In  f a c t ,  he ran a s to r e  in  W inter Quarters b eg in n in g -in  

February. In  June, 18^8, he moved th e  s to r e  across th e  r iv e r  to  

K a n e sv ille  and became a f u l l  p artn er in  th e  firm  o f  D onnell and 

Stutsm an, who were to  do b u sin ess  on Madison S tr e e t  fo r  many y e a r s .  

Stutsman became one o f  th e  tow n's more a c t iv e  lea d ers  a f t e r  th e  

departure o f  th e  Mormons in  1852 and was, fo r  many y e a r s , a lea d in g  

c i t i z e n ,  Stutsman supposedly erec ted  th e  f i r s t  frame d w ellin g  and frame 

s to r e  in  K a n e sv ille ,

C ornelius Voorhis and h is  w ife  a rr iv ed  from S t ,  Louis in  

August. V oorh is, a partner in  th e  firm  o f  Eddy, Jamison and Company, 

opened a gen era l m erchandise s to r e  on Broadway. Like Stutsman, he a t  

f i r s t  aimed h is  wares p r im a rily  a t  th o se  moving westward. In tim e he 

developed  a l in e  o f  dry goods and su p p lie s  capable o f  f i l l i n g  th e  

needs o f  any in d iv id u a l or wagon t r a in .  A lso , l ik e  Stutsm an, C ornelius  

V oorhis was to  become an a c t iv e  c iv ic  le a d e r  and a prominent c i t i z e n  

o f  C ouncil B lu f f s .

A lso in  18h8 C ouncil B lu f f s ' f i r s t  g r i s t  m il l  was e s ta b lis h e d ,  

The Mosquito Creek m il l  b u i l t  by th e  Potawatomi was s t i l l  in  o p era tio n , 

but la y  o u ts id e  o f  th e  c i t y ’s l im i t s ,  Madison Dagger b u i l t  a g r i s t  m il l  

a t  th e  fo o t  o f  th e  b lu f f  on th e  w est edge o f  K a n e sv ille , He su p p lied  

power by b u ild in g  a race and d iv e r t in g  Ind ian  Creek from i t s  o r ig in a l  

channel. Though b u i l t  as a g r i s t  m i l l ,  machinery fo r  sawing lumber 

was la t e r  added. T his was a f in e  a d d itio n  to  K a n e sv ille , fo r  ea se  o f  

procurring lumber would e v e n tu a lly  lea d  to  more frame b u ild in g s  and.,



10?

15g en era lly , la rg e r  b u ild in g s  o f  a more permanent n a tu re .

1848 a ls o  saw th e  beginn ing o f  an ed u ca tio n a l program in  

K a n e sv ille , J o sia h  M err itt e s ta b lish e d  a sch oo l in  May, w ith  th e  a id  

o f  Orson Hyde, The S a in ts  w ere, as a group, w e ll  educated and took an 

in t e r e s t  in  s c h o o ls , M erritt was a b le  to  rep ort to  Brigham Yeung th a t  

th ey  a lread y  had n ea r ly  one hundred stu d en ts  by October and th a t a 

la r g e  schoolhouse was about to  be b u i l t .  He expected  th e  sch o o l to  

grow la r g e r  r a p id ly , and as soon as th e  new b u ild in g  was ready he 

would need another a s s is t a n t  in  a d d itio n  to  Nancy Green, M erritt was 

q u ite  proud o f  th e  r e s u lt s  shown by h is  s tu d e n ts . He f e l t  th ey  worked 

hard and would equal anyone as s c h o la r s . W ithin another year th ree  

sch o o ls  were to  be e s ta b lish e d  and th ree  a d d it io n a l men h ired  as  

t e a c h e r s ,^

K a n e s v il le 's  appearance in  1848 was not y e t  th a t  o f  a booming 

c i t y ,  Lynn R. Webb s t a t e s  th a t  Clyde A itch in son  d escr ib ed  i t  as a 

town o f  "temporary m akeshifts"  erec ted  by people who looked  forward to  

le a v in g  fo r^ S a lt Lake C ity , T heir  fu rn itu re  was rude and homemade, 

not in ten ded  fo r  permanent u se , T heir homes were probably sm a ll, a ls o  

n ot designed  as a p la ce  in  which th ey  in ten ded  to  spend th e  r e s t  o f  

t h e ir  d a y s ,^

Yet a t  th e  end o f  1848 M il le r 's  Hollow, now K a n e sv ille , had 

undergone e x c it in g , rapid changes. I t s  pop u lation  had doubled, w ith

^ I b i d . , p. 18 ,

^ " M e r r itt  to  Brigham Young, O ct. 1848," Webb,“The C ontributions  
o f  th e  Temporary Settlem ents,"  p. 135a

•^ Ib id , 9 p. 126,
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e st im a te s  ranging from f iv e  and a h a lf  to  seven thousand in h a b ita n ts  

a f t e r  th e  exodus from W inter Q uarters, The f i r s t  " G en tiles” had 

a r r iv e d , b u sin esses  had. been e s ta b lish e d  and b o u n tifu l crops had been 

h a rv ested , en ab ling  a d d itio n s  to  homes as 'well as en ab lin g  more people  

to  acq u ire th e  n ecessa ry  su p p lie s  fo r  m igration  westward. More 

im portant to  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  town, i t  was beginning to  tak e  on an a ir  

o f  permanence. People l ik e  Stutsman and V oorhis were th er e  to  s ta y ,  

whether th e  Mormons stayed  or n o t, In order to  su rv ive  as a town 

K a n esv ille  could not depend on th e  S a in ts  in d e f in i t e ly ,  sooner or  

l a t e r ,  m ost, i f  not a l l  o f  them, were c er ta in  to  le a v e  fo r  th e  Great 

S a lt  Lake,

K a n e sv ille  d id  not se e  la r g e  numbers o f  fo r e ig n  immigrants in  

18h8, The years o f  th e  go ld -ru sh  la y  ju s t  around th e  corn er. The 

g rea t masses o f  gold seek ers were y e t  to  come, as were th e  v a s t tr a in s  

o f  S a in ts  converted in  Europe, The grea t s t r e s s  by th e  church e ld ers  

was p laced on secu rin g  th e  neitf lo c a t io n  and b rin g in g  as many o f  th o se  

Mormons th a t  had been s c a tte r e d  from Nauvoo back in to  th e  fo ld  as 

p o s s ib le .  Once th ey  had been secu red , then th e  e ld ers  could turn  

t h e ir  a t te n t io n  to  th e  conversion  o f  fo r e ig n  groups and b r in g in g  them 

t o  th e  v a l le y  o f  th e  Great S a lt  Lake. Meanwhile, K a n esv ille  more than  

f u l f i l l e d  th e  o r ig in a l ta sk  a ssig n ed  i t  by th e  Mormon le a d e r s . I t  

served  as a haven fo r  th e  i l l ,  th e  poor, th e  t ir e d  and th e  unable  

S a in ts ,  a p la ce  to  r e s t ,  resup ply  or earn th e  w herew ithal to  continue  

th e  westward journey. Crops wrere p la n ted , r a ise d , harvested  and used  

to  provide food fo r  immediate needs or to  supply them on t h e ir  journey  

w e st. Grain was ground in to  f lo u r  and so ld  t o  r a is e  funds fo r
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purchasing sto ck  and dry goods n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  t r ip  most expected  to  

make as soon as p o s s ib le .

The year 18^-9 proved to  be even more dram atic than 18^8 fo r  

K a n e sv ille , Mormon m igration  was not as la r g e  as would be supposed, 

but th e  in f lu x  o f  "G entiles"  was trem endous, The news o f  go ld  s tr ik e s  

in  C a lifo rn ia  transform ed K a n e sv ille  from a p e a c e fu l and seren e town 

to  a booming, braw ling, b u st lin g  jum p-off p o in t fo r  thousands o f  

adventurers who were headed fo r  th e  go ld  f i e l d s ,  The S a in ts  prospered  

because t h e ir  s e r v ic e s  and crops brought h igh  p r ic e s .  New s to r e s  opened 

and peop le  moved in to  th e  area to  p r o f i t  from th e  congregation  o f  la r g e  

numbers o f  would-be m iners. Not a l l  o f  th e  newcomers were from th e  

e l i t e  l e v e l s  o f  s o c ie ty ;  drunkenness, f ig h t s ,  and gambling became 

common p la ce  as th e  r i f f r a f f  o f  th e  fr o n t ie r  began to  move in to  th e  

area to  ta k e  advantage o f  th e  s i t u a t io n .

As p r e v io u s ly  mentioned Orson-Hyde-was l e f t  a t  K a n esv ille  to  

carry out th e  ta sk  o f  tr a in in g  and organ iz in g  p a r t ie s  o f  S a in ts  which 

were headed fo r  S a lt  Lake C ity , K a n e sv ille  vras th e  d es ig n a ted  jum p-off 

p o in t , whether th e  S a in ts  came overland from th e  e a st  or u p river  from 

S t ,  L ouis or even New O rleans, Whenever f i f t y  wagons, w e ll  armed and 

p ro v is io n ed , were prepared, Hyde was to  send them w est. He was a ls o  to  

in su r e  th a t no group l e f t  w ith out s u f f i c i e n t  numbers, arms or 

p r o v is io n s ,

Hyde’s ta sk  a ls o  in c lu d ed  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  tr a in in g  '• 

m igrants to  cope w ith  th e  f r o n t ie r .  Those S a in ts  coming from th e  

ea stern  areas o f  th e  United S ta te s  or from Canada d id  not req u ire  

tr a in in g  fo r  th e  t r a i l  because th ey  were q u ite  competent by th e  tim e



th ey  reached K a n e sv ille , Few o f  them needed to  be tau gh t hew to  farm 

in  th e  W est. Foreign  immigrants were going to  be a d if f e r e n t  m atter  

a lto g e th e r . Most o f  th e  S a in ts  converted in  fo r e ig n  lan d s were from 

urban areas l ik e  M anchester, England, Most o f  them were in d u s tr ia l  

workers who sax: in  Mo m onism  th e  chance fo r  a new l i f e  and new hope. 

Between them th ey  had a m u ltitu d e o f  s k i l l s ,  many o f  which proved to  

be very  h e lp fu l ,  but few o f  them were even rem otely prepared to  cope 

w ith  fr o n t ie r  l i f e .  They had to  be taught th e  fundam entals o f  fr o n t ie  

e x is te n c e ;  th e  b a s ic  s k i l l s  required  to  l i v e  in  th e  W est. They had to  

le a rn  to  hook up and d r iv e  teams o f  horses and oxen, c le a r  lan d , sow, 

ten d .an d  h arvest crop s, b u ild  ca b in s, p lan t gardens, f in d  w ater-and . 

f ig h t  In d ia n s , A ll  th e  xvhile th e y  must be taught th e  Mormon r e l ig io n .  

This was Hyde's ta sk  and another b a s ic  purpose o f  K a n e sv ille . 

The problems o f  preparing th o se  p eop le  fo r  th e  westward journey were t  

be compounded by th e  la ck  o f  money. Those who were a ttr a c te d  to  th e  

Mormons were not th o se  th a t were s a t i s f i e d  x̂ rith l i f e ,  but more o ften  

th e  poor, th e  downtrodden and th e  unemployed, th e  common masses o f  

Europe. Most o f  them found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  r a is e  th e  funds fo r  

passen ger fe e s  and su p p lie s  to  even reach K a n e sv ille . There th ey  had 

to  f in d  ways to  r a is e  th e  funds to  p ro v is io n  them selves fo r  th e  long  

overland journey to  th e  Great S a lt  Lake, with, enough l e f t  over to  l a s t  

u n til, crops could be h a rv ested ,

K a n esv ille  provided th e  p la ce  where a l l  o f  th e se  th in g s  could  

be accom plished . Land was s t i l l  a v a ila b le , sometimes th e  more 

prosperous nexveomers could purchase farms from th o se  le a v in g  fo r  th e  

W est. Jobs could be found and su p p lie s  were not to o  un reasonable.



Wagons could be b u ilt ,  crops ra ised  and stock  purchased fo r  the trek  

up the P la tte , v a lle y  and over the mountains. A ll the time the converts 

were surrounded by th e ir  brethern, rece iv in g  r e lig io u s  as w e ll as 

temporal tr a in in g . What i s  more important to  t h is  narrative i s  th a t,  

in  th e orocess- thev he!red transform  the s i t e  o f  Council B lu ffs  fromx  * u  i

a w ild ern ess  to  a c iv i l i z e d  town w ith  a l l  th e  trapp ings and goods o f  

c iv i l i z e d  s o c ie t y .

In s p i t e  o f  t h e ir  b e s t  previous e f f o r t s  to  be ready fo r  

m igrants a t  S a lt  Lake C ity  th e  h a rv ests  fo r  1848 were poor and th e  

w in ter  wheat d id  not do w e l l .  The e ld e rs  were forced  to  proceed w ith  

g rea t cau tion  in  1849 fo r  fe a r  o f  ending up w ith  more people than th ey  

could, provide food fo r  u n t i l  th e  f a l l  h a r v e st . Word was sen t out to  

S a in ts  o f  th e  world th a t  m igration  to  th e v a l le y  in  1849 would, o f  

n e c e s s i t y ,  be s e le c t iv e  in  n a tu re . Only th o se  who could supp ly  

th em selves w ith  fo o d s tu ffs  in  grea t enough q u a n tity  to  make th e  e n t ir e  

t r i p  to  th e  v a l le y  and, in  a d d it io n , enough to  s e e  them through u n t i l  

t h e ir  f i r s t  crops could be h a rvested , were to  come. T his undoubtedly  

prevented  many p o te n t ia l  m igrants from moving westward th a t  y ea r . They 

were fu r th er  warned th a t th ey  could not expect r e l i e f  columns to  meet 

p a r t ie s  on th e  t r a i l .  Each t r a in  was to  be prepared to  com plete th e  

tr e k  on i t s  own.

D esp ite th ese  d ire  warnings some S a in ts departed fo r  the v a lle y  

o f  the Great S a lt  Lake. A su rp r is in g ly  large number o f  fo llow ers were 

ab le to  meet the s t ip u la tio n s  s e t  down fo r  them; and others l e f t  the  

fr o n tie r  settlem en ts anyway, depending on luck and God to  see  them 

through. W allace Stegner, author o f The Gathering o f Zion, the Story
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o f  th e  Mormon T r a i l , r e la t e s  th a t  f iv e  to  s ix  hundred wagons l e f t

K a n e sv ille  fo r  th e  v a l le y  in  3.849, co n ta in in g  approxim ately f i f t e e n  
18

hundred people*

"Stegner f e l t  i t  was a g rea t year  fo r  th e  S a in ts  fo r  o th er  

reasons* Though few er S a in ts  reached t h e ir  f in a l  d e s t in a t io n  than was 

o r ig in a l ly  hoped, thousands o f  C aliforn ia-boun d  go ld  seek ers passed  

through th e  v a l le y .  The Mormons rece iv ed  f a n t a s t ic  p r ic e s  fo r  t h e ir  

sm all su rp lu ses  o f  grain* D raft anim als were so ld  a t  h igh  p r ic e s ,  or 

trad ed , two or th re e  worn ou t, tr a il-w e a r y  oxen fo r  one f a t ,  h ea lth y  

one. The th in , bony b e a s ts  were th en  pastured fo r  a few  weeks, and, 

t h e ir  s tren g th  and h e a lth  renewed, so ld  to  another t r a i l  o u t f i t .  

B lacksm iths, carpenters and w heelw rights made scandalous w ages, The 

m igrants had l i t t l e  ch o ice  fo r  th ere  was not another p la ce  to  ob ta in  

what th e  S a in ts  could p rov id e. P r o f it s  were so good th a t  th e  e ld e rs  

were hard put to  in su re  th a t  enough wheat and f lo u r  were m aintained in  

th e  camp through th e  w in ter  and s t i l l  have seed  to  p la n t fo r  th e  coming 

y ea r .

At th e  same tim e th e  tr a v e le r s  were l ig h te n in g  th e ir  lo a d s in  

p rep aration  fo r  cro ss in g  th e  m ountains. Thus th e  S a in ts  purchased  

household item s and bulky equipment a t 'r o c k  bottom p r ic e s , o ften  below  

o r ig in a l  purchase p r ic e , with, f i f t e e n  hundred m iles  o f  fr e ig h t in g  fo r  

f r e e .  Other Mormons sim ply s e t  out down th e  back t r a i l  and picked up 

hundreds o f  much needed household item s such as s to v e s ,  d ressers., 

c h e s t s ,  t a b le s ,  bed frames and china c lo s e t s  thrown out by th o se

^ W a lla ce  S tegn er , The S tory  o f  th e  Mormon T r a il  (New Yorks 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 3.964) , p * 205.



f o o l i s h  enough to  th in k  th e  t r ip  could be made w ithout s a c r i f ic in g  a l l  

th e  com forts o f  home. When th ey  began to  r i s e  out o f  th e  P la t te  v a l le y  

th e  going began to  g e t harder and s te e p e r , load s began to  l ig h te n  as 

tr a v e le r s  came fa ce  to  fa c e  w ith  r e a l i t y .

The upshot o f  a l l  t h i s  was w ealth  fo r  th e  Mormons o f  th e  v a l le y  

o f  th e  Great S a lt  Lake, w ealth  and th e  com forts o f l i f e .  They could  

now b e t te r  a id  o th ers , th o se  who had not y e t  arrived  in  th e  v a l le y ,  th e  

poor and unable. Thus i t  was th a t  th e  P erpetual Em igrating Fund was 

e s ta b lish e d  by g i f t s  and don ations o f  S a in ts  who were a lread y  s e t t le d  

in  t h e ir  new homes. I n te r e s t  fr e e  lo a n s , payable when th e  debtor was 

a b le , were granted from th e  fund, a llo w in g  hundreds o f  S a in ts ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  in  Europe, to  m igrate to  th e  e s ta b lish e d  refu ge  in  th e  

m ountains.

W hile a l l  o f  t h i s  may seem to  be a d e v ia tio n  from th e  

e s ta b lish e d  to p ic  oif t h i s  d is c o u r se , i t  a l l  t i e s  to  K a n e sv ille , F ir s t ,  

th e  harsh w in ter  which caused very  s e le c t iv e  im m igration encouraged  

S a in ts  a t K a n esv ille  to  s ta y  on fo r  another y ea r , to  en large t h e ir  

farms and houses and p la n t more crop s. Roots were e s ta b lish e d  so  

d eep ly  th a t  some never d id  le a v e  fo r  th e  m ountains,

S econdly , many S a in ts  reached K a n e sv ille , and in  view  o f  th e .  

s i tu a t io n ,  stayed  th e r e . No. accu ra te  records e x i s t  o f  th e  number o f  

S a in ts  who a rr iv ed  a t  K a n e sv ille  in  1 8 4 9 ,, Clyde B, A itch in so n , w r it in g  in  

th e  Oregon H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  Q u arter ly , s ta te d  th a t th e  pop u lation  o f  th e  

e n t ir e  county grow from 2 ,758  in  1849 to  7 » 8 2 8 in  1850, In f a c t ,  he 

s ta te d  th a t  K a n esv ille  was la r g e r  in  1850 than in  I 852 or even 1854, two



11**

years a f t e r  the S a in ts  departed , U n fortu nately  th e  source o f  - 

A itc h in so n 's  f ig u r e s  i s  unknow n,^

According to  A itch in son *s census a ccou n ts, as shown by Lynn 

Webb, K a n e sv ille  must have grown con sid erab ly  in  18**9e Though 

A itch in son  gave no s t a t i s t i c s  fo r  K a n esv ille ,. h is  f ig u r e s  would 

e s t a b l is h  a growth o f  2 ,070  p eop le fo r  Pottaw attam ie County. This 

would be a s iz e a b le  growth fa c to r  fo r  any s im ila r  fr o n t ie r  a rea , y e t  

i t  was ach ieved  d e sp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t f i f t e e n  hundred S a in ts  moved w est 

out o f  K a n esv ille  in  th e  year 18**9* Many o f  th o se  who departed were 

probably p assers-th rou gh , but some had been in h a b ita n ts  o f  K a n esv ille  

or th e  area .

In  th e  process o f  gu id in g  th e  S a in ts  o f  th e  K a n esv ille  reg ion

Orson Hyde e s ta b lish e d  th e  a r e a ’s f i r s t  newspaper, The F ro n tier

Guardian. The Guardian was more than an ordinary newspaper? i t  was

d ir e c te d  to  S a in ts  a l l  over th e  country and th e  w orld . I t  probably had

th e  la r g e s t  and w id est spread c ir c u la t io n  o f  any newspaper, in  a to m  o f
20s im ila r  s i z e ,  in  th e  country. Copies were sen t t o  th e  S a in ts  o f  th e  

w orld . I t  was th e  mouthpiece o f  th e  Church o f  Jesu s C hrist o f  th e  

L a tter  Day S a in ts .  Hyde was not on ly  a Bishop in  th e  church, but 

p resid en t o f  th e  C ouncil o f  Twelve; th er e fo re  th e  paper should r ig h t ly  

be considered  th e  o f f i c i a l  organ o f  th e  S a in ts . I t  carr ied  th e  e p i s t l e s  

o f  th e  e ld e rs  and th e  ad v ice  and co u n c il o f  Brigham Young h im se lf . Yet

•̂^Webb, "The C ontrib ution s o f  th e  Temporary S e tt le m e n ts ,” pp. 125-
126 .

20A good in d ica tio n  o f the su ccessfu l c ir c u la tio n  o f the  
Guardian i s  th e  fa c t  th a t many S t .  Joseph, M issou ri, and even some S t ,  
Louis merchants advertised  in  i t  'r e g u la r ly ,'  Many S t . Joseph stores  
a d v e r tised  th e ir  wares in  every i s s u e .



th e  a r t i c l e s  on w estern  t r a v e l  were considered so good th a t "G entiles" J 

fo llo w ed  them as a key to  su ccess  in  t h e ir  own westward m ig ra tio n s.

The Guardian was th e  paper o f  th e  S a in ts  long  b efore  p resse s  were 

e s ta b lis h e d  in  th e  Great B asin ,

The paper i t s e l f  was unique; u su a lly  four pages lo n g , each page 

was always devoted  to  a s e t  format o f  news or s to r y . Of cou rse , each 

page had la r g e  amounts o f  a d v e r t is in g  on i t ,  o f fe r in g  th e  l a t e s t  and 

b e s t  o f  K a n esv ille* s  goods and s e r v ic e s .  Other than advertisem en ts  

page.one was always devoted to  church m atters, u su a lly  to  answers to  

v a r io u s b a s ic  q u estio n s d ea lin g  w ith  Mormonism and u su a lly  w r it te n  by 

Orson Hyde, who was an e ld e r  o f  th e  church.

The second page was devoted to  news ite m s, ad v ice  from church 

le a d e r s , o fte n  concerning m igration ,and  fo r e ig n  news item s concerning  

m atters o f  in t e r e s t  to  th e  S a in ts ,  Page th ree  was u su a lly  a contin ua

t io n  o f  page two, except th a t  i t  a ls o  g e n e r a lly  ca rr ied  an a r t i c l e  on 

Ind ian  customs in  each i s s u e .

Page fou r was u su a lly  a hodge-podge o f  item s. Some s to r y  or 

s e le c t io n  from a famous author was alm ost always in c lu d ed . O ften th e se  

were scen es from p lays or c l a s s i c a l  works o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  Sometimes 

poems and b r ie f  essa y s were thrown in ,  A few short jokes or sayings  

.w ere mixed in ,  along w ith  b r ie f  n o tes  o f  in t e r e s t  or in t e r e s t in g  f a c t s .  

A c tu a lly  th e  F ro n tier  Guardian i s  about th e  on ly  s o l id  source  

o f  in form ation  a v a ila b le  to  provide in form ation  on K a n e sv ille  fo r  t h is  

p eriod  o f  tim e through 185**, Those Mormons who kept d ia r ie s  moved on by 

1849, and contemporary non-Mormon accounts o f  K a n esv ille  ap p aren tly  do 

not e x i s t , Authors o f  e a r ly  h i s t o r ie s  on Pottaw attam ie County become
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ey ew itn esses  in  1852, but not sooner* F rederick  P iercy , a Mormon who 

passed  through th e  area , i s  one o f  th e  few who wrote anything o f  

K a n e sv ille  in  t h i s  p er iod , Homer H, F ield ., co-author o f  H isto ry  o f  

Pottaw attam ie County, Iowa, moved t o  K a n esv ille  in  th e  spring o f  1852 

j u s t  as th o  Mormons were le a v in g , 0 , L, B askin, who a lso .w r o te  a 

H isto ry  o f  Pottaw attam ie County, Iowa, never saw K a n esv ille  u n t i l  185^ 

when i t  had a lread y  become C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Charles B a b b itt, E arly  Days 

a t  Council, B lu f f s , a rr iv ed  in  th e  town in  1853 t a t  th e  age o f  te n .

I t  a ls o  seems somewhat odd to  n ote  th a t  The F ro n tier  Guardian 

used th e  term s K a n e sv ille  and C ouncil B lu ffs  alm ost in terch a n g ea b ly . 

Many o f  th e  s to r e s  a d v e r t is in g  t h e ir  wares in  th e  Guardian l i s t e d  t h e ir  

lo c a t io n  as K a n e sv ille , C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Iowa, The term C ouncil B lu ffs  

seems to  have d es ig n a ted , as b e fo r e , a la r g e r  area than th e  s i t e  o f  

K a n e sv ille , but was now r e s t r ic t e d  to  th e  e a s t  bank o f  th e  r iv e r .

The F ro n tier  Guardian began b i-w eek ly  p u b lic a tio n s  w ith  a copy 

produced on February 7 , 18^9. Orson Hyde, e d ito r  o f  th e  paper, 

continued to  p u b lish  i t  u n t i l  th e  Mormons l e f t  in  1852, Hyde h im se lf  

was a major contributor? h is  c h ie f  a s s is t a n t s  in  advancing Mormon 

m igration , George Smith and Ezra Benson, wrote many a r t i c l e s ,  most o f  

which were d ir e c te d  s t r i c t l y  to  th e  S a in ts ,  A. C, Ford was h is  a b le  

a s s is t a n t  e d ito r  who o f te n  ran th e  paper w h ile  Hyde was e lsew h ere .

Those s e c t io n s  devoted to  a d v ic e , cou n selin g  and r eg u la tin g  m igration  

appeared in  th e  sp r in g . Each is s u e  devoted a t  l e a s t  some space to  th a t  

cause and s e v e r a l cop ies  gave over la r g e  amounts o f  space to  th e  to p ic ,  

Beginning in  th e  p ap er's second .ed itio n ,. February 21 , 18^9,

Hyde began to  is s u e  in s tr u c t io n s  fo r  th e  m igration  o f  th e  approaching



sea so n . He s ta te d  th a t  as soon as f i f t y  wagons had gathered a t

Traders P o in t or  another-'place in  th e  area th ey  would be organized  in to

a m il ita r y  u n it .  Each wagon would be in sp ec ted  to  in su re  th a t

s u f f i c i e n t  su p p lie s  had been o b ta in ed . Every man and a b le  boy were to

be w ell-arm ed, in  f a c t ,  th e  c o u n c il o ffer ed  arms to  th o se  needing them.

No S a in ts  were to  r o l l  a w h ee l-len g th  w est o f  th e  M issouri u n t i l
21p assin g  in sp e c t io n  or w ithout th e  req u ired  number o f  wagons.

The same e d it io n  exp la in ed  th e  advantages o f  K a n esv ille  as a

jum p-off p o in t to  a l l  who would read i t ,  W hile a ssu r in g  S a in ts  o f  th e

a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  goods a t  K a n e sv ille , i t  a ls o  attem pted to  draw non-

Mormon g o ld -se e k e rs  through K a n e sv ille  on t h e ir  way to  C a lifo r n ia ,

Hyde p o in ted  out th a t  fo r  anyone from th e  northern part o f  th e  ea stern

U nited S ta te s  th e  route through K a n esv ille  contained  many advantages.

The t o t a l  d is ta n c e  to  C a lifo r n ia  v ia  K a n esv ille  was sh o r ter  than any

o th er  r o u te . A lso th ey  could le a v e  th e  M is s is s ip p i sooner because th e

route a cro ss  Iowa was w e ll  e s ta b lis h e d  and populated so  immigrants need

n o t w a it fo r  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  grass fo r  t h e ir  s to c k . They could cross

Iowa, w a it fo r  grass a t  K a n esv ille  and have a h ea d sta rt on th o se  ta k in g

more southern r o u te s , Hyde a ls o  assu red  them th a t  K a n e sv ille  had every

a r t i c l e  o f  p ro v is io n  th ey  could d e s ir e ,  and a t  r a te s  co m p etitive  w ith

any sp ot on th e  r iv e r .  In  f a c t ,  he s a id , th ey  could not a ffo rd  to  haul
22

many item s to  K a n esv ille  because r a te s  were so low  th e r e .

In  th e  March 21 is s u e  Ezra Benson and George Smith w rote an

O n

Hyde, e d ,,  The F ro n tier  Guardian (K a n e s v il le ) ,, Feb, 2 1 ,.1 8 4 9 ,
p. 2,

^ I b i d , ,  .February 21, 1849» p <> 21,
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a r t i c l e  to  S a in ts  gath erin g  to  cro ss  th e  Great P la in s . They stressed , 

th e  importance o f  accum ulating p le n ty  o f  p ro v is io n s  and having good 

wagons and strong  team s. In  mid-June Benson and Smith le d  th e l a s t  

Mormon tr a in  out o f  K a n esv ille  fo r  th e  year; th ey  even took  a sm all 

group o f  C aliforn ia-boun d  s e t t l e r s  w ith  them as fa r  as th e  Great B asin .

J u st p r io r  to  le a v in g  Benson and Smith in c lu d ed  an a r t i c l e  in

The Guardian reminding th e  S a in ts  o f  th e  adverse co n d itio n s  in  th e

v a l le y  a t  S a lt  Lake. The a r t i c l e  was in  th e  form o f  a n o t ic e  to  a l l

who were e ith e r  tak in g  some o f  th e  poor or h ir in g  them to  d r iv e  sto ck

or wagons. I t  inform ed, or reminded, them th a t  because o f  th e  bad

crops a t  S a lt  Lake th e  prev ious year  th ey  would have to  be r e sp o n s ib le

fo r  carin g  fo r  and feed in g  th e  poor, as w e ll  as th em se lv es, u n t i l  th ey

could p lan t and h arvest crops fo r  th em se lv es . The V a lle y , th ey  s ta te d ,

could not s u s ta in  an in f lu x  o f  poor brought th ere  by th o se  a b le  to  h ir e
23

s e r v ic e s  to  th a t  p o in t .

D esp ite  th e  cau tion in g  o f  Hyde, Benson and Sm ith, many S a in ts  

moved out a cro ss  th e  p r a ir ie s .  Most o f  them passed in sp e c t io n s  and 

had few  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  any unusual n a tu re . Hyde rep orted  th a t  th ree  

t o  fou r hundred wagons had l e f t  fo r  th e  Great S a lt  Lake by June 13 . 

Benson and Smith le d  a la r g e  tr a in  out o f  K a n esv ille  on June 1^, so  

m igration  to  th e  V a lley  in  18^9 'was not sm all when a l l  circum stances 

are con sid ered .

Of cou rse , Mormons were not th e  on ly  ones going up th e  Mormon 

T r a il  on th e  north s id e  o f  th e  P la t t e .  Unlike 18h6 m ig r a n t s , '^ 9 'e r s

^Xbid., June 13, 18^9, p. 2.
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d id  not fe a r  th e  S a in ts ,  and, o c c a s io n a lly , even tr a v e le d  w ith  them

The Guardia n  is s u e s  fo r  May ca rr ied  sample c o n s t itu t io n s  drawn up by

variou s immigrant companies, probably fo r  th o se  who were tr y in g  to  draw

up t h e ir  own* The May 30 accounts fo r  th e  month l i s t  f iv e  la r g e

companies having l e f t  from th e  K a n e sv ille  area fo r  th e  go ld  fie ld s®

The Iowa Company No® 1 , th e  Knox County Company, th e  C a lifo r n ia  Express

Company, th e  W isconsin and Iowa Union Company and th e  Badger Company

were th e  f iv e  l i s t e d .  The names would in d ic a te  th a t most o f  th e
2kimm igrants were from Iowa and W isconsin .

The Iowa Company No. 1 was th e  la r g e s t ,  w ith  about 22k people

lis ted ®  I t  was a ls o  th e  on ly  t r a in  to  l i s t  women and ch ild ren  on i t s

r o l l s .  Even then  th ere  were on ly  ten  o f  each. These tr a in s  were made

up o f  men tr y in g  fo r  h igh  stak es and u n w illin g  to  be slowed down by a

fa m ily  in  t h e ir  race fo r  prime c la im s. Names l i k e  th e  C a lifo rn ia

Express Company, l i s t i n g  on ly  sev en ty  men, im ply th e  urgent need fo r

speed . A lto g eth er  3 5 k , 10 women and 10 ch ild ren  are l i s t e d  as

having departed in  May, Of cou rse , th ere  e a s i l y  could have been o th ers  
25in  a d d it io n ,

The o u t f i t t in g  o f  57k  p eop le  c e r ta in ly  d id  not harm th e  economy 

o f  K a n e sv ille . In  a d d itio n , a huge fr e ig h t  o u t f i t  le d  by Samuel G ully  

l e f t  fo r  th e  Great S a lt  Lake w ith  s ix t y  to  sev en ty  thousand pounds o f  

fr e ig h t  con tracted  to  G. H, L iv in g sto n  and Company, G ully  doubly aided

24I b id . ,  May 30, 18h9, p . 31. 

2^ Ib id ,
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K a n e s v il le ' s . economy by h ir in g  about t h ir t y  d r iv ers  to  make th e  t r ip  

2 6w ith  him*

S to re  owners l ik e  Stutsman and Voorhis must have been d e lig h te d .  

In f a c t ,  b u sin ess  must have been even g rea ter  than exp ected . By mid-

and f lo u r  to  K a n e sv ille , So much had been taken up by th e  C a lifo rn ia

immigrants th a t  th e  supply was n ea r ly  exhausted, causing e x c e s s iv e ly

h igh  p r ic e s .  The demand was sim ply g rea ter  than th e  a r e a 's  a b i l i t y  to

produce, d e s p ite  th e  good crops h arvested  in  18^-8, Mormon farmers were
27undoubtedly as e la te d  as th e  s to r e  owners.

peop le  who d id  not in ten d  to  make th e  tr e k  to  th e  v a l le y .  The March 21 

is s u e  a lon e h e ld  th re e  sep a ra te  a r t i c l e s  d ir e c ted  toward peop le  who were 

s ta y in g  a t  K a n esv ille  or coming th ere  in  1849. Benson and Smith urged 

th o se  s ta y in g  on to  a id  th o se  going to  th e  v a l le y  by lo a n in g  them wagons 

and team s. Both groups were urged to  p la n t as many crops as p o s s ib le ,  

not o n ly  fo r  th em se lv es, but fo r  la t e r  tr a v e le r s  and fo r  th o se  coming 

to  K a n e sv ille  in  prep aration  fo r  m igration  th e  n ext year or tw o. For 

th o se  s e l l in g  land th e ir  ad v ice  was sim ply t o  do th e  b e s t  th e y  could: 

h o p e fu lly  i t  would be enough to  enable them to  m igrate , I f  i t  was n o t, 

th en  th ey  were to  work i t  to  th e  b e s t  advantage fo r  th em selves and th e  

church. The su g g estio n  was added th a t i f  th ey  could o u t f i t  fo r  th e  

v a l le y  anyway, th ey  could g iv e  t h e ir  farms to  th e  church fo r  a id  to

May Hyde in clu d ed  in  h is  columns a

Much space in  th e  Guardian was devoted to  in s tr u c t io n s  fo r

2^ Ib id ,, Apr, 18 , 1849, p , 3 .  

2^ Ib id . ,  May 16 , 1849, p. 2 .



Each is s u e  o f  th e  f i r s t  months o f  18^9 ca rr ied  advertisem en ts

o f  farms fo r  s a le .  Land c la im s, improved farm s, a saw m ill and oth er

p r o p e r tie s  were l i s t e d  fo r  s a le .  In  f a c t ,  Orson Hyde extended an

in v i t a t io n  to  th e  S a in ts  o f  th e  world to  come to  K a n e sv ille  to  prepare

fo r  m igration  to  S a lt  Lake, He s ta te d  th a t th e  land was r ic h  and

p le n t i f u l ,  w ith  tim ber enough to  l a s t  fo r  se v e r a l y e a r s , i f  conserved.

Farms were a v a ila b le  where a person could p lan t crops and m igrants

provided good m arkets. The m iners were w e ll  su p p lied  w ith  g o ld ,.b u t

o fte n  needed p r o v is io n s . Some sp en t gold  f r e e ly  to  b u ild  e la b o ra te

o u t f i t s ,  o th ers  came w e ll o u t f i t t e d ,  but a l l  needed food s u p p lie s .

O u tf its  could be r a ise d  a t  K a n e sv ille  as e a s i l y  or e a s ie r  than anywhere

e l s e  because o f  th e  market th ey  cre a te d , S in ce  th e  demand was h igh ,

p r ic e s  rece iv ed  were e x c e ll .e n t , P r o f it s  to  Mormon farmers would a llo w

them to  prepare t h e ir  own o u t f i t s  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  d a te .

B u sin ess was so  good th a t  th e  S a in ts  n ea r ly  ran th em selves out

o f  food and grain  su p p lie s  by l a t e  March, Hyde warned o f  a llo w in g  \

In d ia n s, Oto and Omaha who cro ssed  th e  r iv e r  on th e  i c e ,  in to  th e

v i l la g e  because o f  th e  shortage o f  su p p lie s  needed to  carry th e  S a in ts
29through t i l l  th e ir  h a rv ests  could be brought in .  L ater, in  mid-May, 

Hyde was even req u estin g  shipm ents o f  bacon and f lo u r  be brought to  

K a n esv ille  to  f u l f i l l  th e  needs o f  th e  immigrants and th e  lo c a l
O.Q -;

pop u lation  and thus low er ■prices,"'

28I b id .

29 lb id .
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Like any fr o n t ie r  town K a n e sv ille  grew, perhaps i t s  pace was 

more rapid than o th ers , but th e  people took p rid e in  i t s  accom plish

ments e As a fo r  in s ta n c e , Hyde commented in  h is  f i r s t  is s u e  o f  h is  

p lea su re  a t th e  growth o f  t h e ir  sch o o ls  and o f  th e  g e n e r a lly  favorab le  

a t t i tu d e  taken toward education  by. th e  p eop le . Two sc h o o ls , each w ith  

a p r in c ip a l and an a s s i s t a n t ,  had been organized w ith in  K a n e sv ille  

a lo n e , each w ith  about e ig h ty  s tu d e n ts . Many o th ers were rep o rted ly  

in  th e  area around th e  town. T his would seem to  support th e  id ea  th a t  

th e  S a in ts  were strong advocates o f  ed u cation , r eg a r d le ss  o f  where th ey

31were.

S ev era l new s to r e s  began op eration s in  K a n e sv ille  in  18^9* J •

E, Johnson's Emporium o f  th e  West was opened try Septem ber, I t  was a 

la r g e  s to r e  designed  to  supply every need o f  migrant or lo ca l, s e t t l e r .

I t  even had a bakery and c o n fec tio n a ry , Abel Lamb's B lu ff  House 

opened i t s  doors to  s e l l  s u p p lie s , as d id  Brown and Barnham's, a 

la r g e  g en era l s to r e .  Sm aller s to r e s  and shops were a ls o  opened, 

crea tin g  a budding b u sin ess  d i s t r i c t  and th e  h eart o f  a growing town,

A committee rep ort p u b lished  in  October s e t  fo r th  th e  b u sin esses  

o f  th e  town fo r  th e  purpose o f  inform ing m igrants. The com m ittee's C  

fin d in g s  included  s ix  la r g e  s to r e s  capable o f  supplying most needs fo r  

m igrants, w ith  a d d it io n a l sm aller  shops o f  a s im ila r  ty p e  and d es ig n .

Two p u b lic  h ou ses, a bakery and co n fec tio n a ry  and drug s to r e  were 

l i s t e d .  For equipping fo r  th e  westward journey th er e  were te n  f lo u r  

and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  four wagon shops, two b lack sm ith s, a sadd le

3^Ibid*, February 7 , 18-4-9, p, 2 ,



and lea th er  goods shop, and various mechanics such as gunsmiths and

harness makers, Guides to  anywhere in  th e West were a v a ila b le , and
32two f e r r ie s  awaited them to  s ta r t  them on th e ir  way.

I t  should be mentioned th at the la rg e  Needham and Ferguson 

sto re  and the Smith and T ootle S to re , both la rg e , ex ten siv e ly  stocked  

dry goods sto res  had opened. They aimed squarely a t th e  migrant 

market, . A Dr, E, G, W illiams had hung up h is  sh in g le  in  the town, A 

s iz e a b le  p u b lic  house was opened in  February, the Union H otel, operated  

by Hiram Clark,

I t  would only seem f a ir  to  mention, however, th a t the a r t ic le  

was intended fo r  a l l  p o ss ib le  m igrants. While probably b a s ic a lly  tru e  

a mere look a t the l i s t  o f  committee members would lead  one to  use a 

b it  o f  caution in  accepting the report verbatim . Innocent readers 

ou tsid e o f K a n esv ille 's  immediate area had l i t t l e  way o f knowing th a t  

th e  committee, composed o f Stutsman, Brown, Voorhis, Bishop and Needham 

was made up e n t ir e ly  o f  sto re  owners whose personal in te r e s t  in  

a ttr a c tin g  migrants o f any kind was high.

The committee fa ile d  to  mention th a t th e  character o f  

K an esville  was beginning to  change. Once a peacefu l town where non

workers were not to lera ted  and gambling and drinking was taboo, i t  was 

no longer peacefu l or q u ie t. The gold-seekers had a ttra cted  the  

fr o n tie r  r i f f r a f f ,  always ready to  make an easy d o lla r , Gamblers, 

frontiersm en, tra d ers , th iev e s  and ru ffian s had appeared to  f le e c e  

the west-bound tr a v e le r  o f h is  stake* When miners began to  return from

•̂ I b id , , October 5» 18^9, p. 3«



th e  gold  f i e ld s  th e  s i tu a t io n  on ly  became -worse* Some sources s ta te  

th a t every  typ e  o f  crime was committed as G e n tile s  flo ck ed  to  th e  

scen e , K a n e sv ille , l ik e  many an in fa n t f r o n t ie r  town, had i t s  w ild  

p eriod  when law  was alm ost n o n -e x is te n t  and th e  la w le ss  elem ent was in  

abundance,

Of course, th o se  in  le a d e rsh ip  p o s it io n s  fo r  th e  L a tter  Day 

S a in ts  were s t i l l  convinced th a t K a n esv ille  was th e  p la ce  to  ga th er .

As l a t e  as mid-September, I8 4 9 f Orson P ratt in s tr u c te d  converted  

E n g lish  S a in ts  to  em igrate to  K a n e sv ille , I t  was, he assured them, th e  

b e s t  p la ce  to  s i tu a t e  in  preparation  fo r  gath erin g  to g e th er  to  go on to  

th e  Great B asin . W hile th ey  would have to  earn t h e ir  way, th ey  could  

be assured o f  having ample op p ortu n ity  to  do so in  th e  Counci3. B lu ffs

, 33a r e a «

K a n esv ille  was on th e  move in  1849. T ran sp ortation  and 

communication l in e s  were being d evelop ed . Having a lread y  obtained  a 

fe d e r a l p ost o f f i c e ,  t h e ir  main concern was to  make b e tte r  connections  

■with th o se  who had gone to  S a lt  Lake C ity . Almon W. B abbitt e s ta b lish e d  

a p r iv a te  p o s ta l route from S a lt  Lake to  K a n esv ille ; beginn ing h is  

f i r s t  run from S a lt  Lake C ity  in  September, th e  t r ip  to  th a t  p o in t was 

to  be made from K a n esv ille  b i-m onth ly ,

A stage l in e  was a d v ertisin g  i t s  establishm ent by mid-September 

even though the route was not opened u n t il  the next spring on a f u l l  

schedule. The route, from S t . Joseph to  K an esv ille , was la id  out in

33Fawn M, B rod ie, e d . ,  Route from L iverp ool to  Great S a lt  Lake 
V a lle y  (Cambridge, M ass.: The Belknap P ress o f  Harvard” U ni. ,
p . 19 .



hopes o f  ga in in g  a government m i l  co n tra ct, as w e ll  as h au lin g  

passen gers and l ig h t  f r e ig h t «

S ta g e lin e s , f r e ig h t l in e s  and m ail rou tes a l l  helped e s ta b lis h  

K a n esv ille  as a town, Each played i t s  p a r t, however s m a l l , . The 

tr a n sp o r ta tio n  system  which would r e a l ly  guarantee a la r g e , permanent 1

c i t y  in  th e  area was th e  r a ilr o a d ; w ithout i t  K a n esv ille  was c e r ta in ly  

d e stin ed  to  become ju s t  another r iv e r  town once th e  Mormons were gone. 

Rumors o f  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  r a ilr o a d  l in e s  fo r  th e  area began in

1849. A r t ic le s  began to  appear in  th e  Guardian and rumors f le w . Rumor

had i t  th a t th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area was th e  favored ch o ice  o f

e a stern ers  fo r  a " tr a n s-c o n tin e n ta l ra ilr o a d ,"  One " le t t e r  to  th e

ed itor"  appeared in  th e  Guardian on November 14 from "P latte"  who 

w rote "as one who knows th e  West" he could assu re  th e  p eop le th a t  

K a n e sv ille  was th e  on ly  f e a s ib le  route fo r  a tr a n sc o n tin e n ta l r a ilr o a d .

He assured them th a t  being  alm ost s tr a ig h t  w est o f  New York and Chicago 

p lu s ly in g  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t te  v a l le y  route was a grea t  

advantage, not on ly  was i t  f l a t t e r ,  s tr a ig h te r , and b e t te r  tim bered  

than o th er  r o u te s , i t  was a lso  e ig h t  hundred m iles  sh o r te r . K a n esv ille  

was capable o f  fu rn ish in g  la b o r , su p p lie s , tra n sp o r ta tio n  and a market 

fo r  any r a ilro a d  in to  th e  a rea . I t  was understood th a t  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  

to  th e  N a tio n a l P a c if ic  R ailroad  Convention were a lread y  in  Pottaw attam ie  

County to  study th e  land and th e  a r e a ’s p o te n t ia l as a p o s s ib le  

r a ilr o a d  r o u te . T heir rep ort would be g iven  to  ea stern  c a p i t a l i s t s  fo r

34t h e ir  c o n s id e ra tio n ,

•^Hyde, e d , , The F ro n tier  Guardian (K a n e sv ille ) , November 14 ,
1849, p. 2 , ' ~
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A ctu a lly  " P la t t e ," whomsoever he might be, was c lo se r  to  th e  

tr u th  than most might su sp e c t . The November 28 e d it io n  reported  th a t  

Amherst K.« W illiam s, th e  F rank lin  County, New York, d e le g a te  to  th e  

n a t io n a l r a ilro a d  convention a t  S t ,  L ou is, was in  K a n e sv ille , His 

purpose was to  examine th e  area and prepare a rep ort to  h is  c o n s t i t 

uents on th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  p assin g  th e  proposed n a t io n a l ra ilw ay

through th e  fr o n t ie r  a t  K a n e sv ille  and contin u in g  on up th e  P la t te  

3 £5R iver v a l le y .  ' T his i s  th e  man th a t  "P latte"  had re ferred  to  as 

Judge W illiam s? and th e  rep ort o f  Mr, W illia m ’s a c t i v i t i e s  fo llo w s  

" P la tte 's"  l i n e  o f  sp ecu la tio n  very  c lo s e ly .  Indeed, "P latte"  was 

c e r ta in ly  a w ell-in form ed  in d iv id u a l.

1849 c lo se d  q u ie t ly  fo r  th e  Mormon part o f  K a n esv ille* s  

p o p u la tio n . T heir b ig g e s t  problem a t  th e  tim e seemed, to  be w ith  some 

d iss id .en t groups who could n o t , or would n o t , accep t polygamy or  

Brigham Young, Some younger men had been a ttr a c te d  to  th e  gay l i f e  o f  

th e  growing town and had become heavy d r in k ers . Problems w ith  m ail 

rou tes were causing some f e e l in g s  o f  i s o la t io n .  However, th e  w in ter  as 

a whole was g e n tle  to  th e  S a in ts  who were now w e ll  p ro tec ted , c lo th ed  

and fe d , I t  no lo n g er  caused th e  hardships endured in  th e  w in ters  

1846-4? or 184?-48 ,

The year 1850 was s im ila r  to  1849 fo r  K a n esv ille ; though i t  

lacked  th e  g rea t growth in  number o f  s to r e s  o f  th e  previous y e a r . The 

town continued to  grow rougher. J . A. K eltin g  and Co. was one o f  th e  

few r e a l ly  new s to r e s  aimed a t  m igrant tr a d e . The estab lish m en t o f  h is

^ ^ Ib id ,, November 28, 1849? p* 2*'
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"Ensign o f  th e  West" was o f f s e t  by th e  s e l l in g  out o f  Needham and 

F erguson's Beehive Store* Needham was determ ined to  move to  th e  Great^ 

Basin in  1851* even  i f  he d id  have to  g iv e  up a h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l  

b u sin ess  venture* D on n ell, Stutsman and Co* rep laced  Smith and 

Stutsman* R iddle and Company opened th e  Union S to re  and B* R. Pegram 

and Company opened a s iz e a b le  dry goods estab lish m en t on Main S tr e e t  

c a lle d  th e  Farmers' and E m igrants' S to re  *

C, 0 .  Mynster s e t  up a la r g e  s to r e  a f t e r  th e  sp rin g  rush and 

traded m ostly  w ith  Mormon r es id e n ts*  His s to r e , on th e  s i t e  o f  th e  

p resen t day F ir s t  M ethodist Broadway Church, la t e r  became th e  infamous 

Ocean Wave Saloon* The tow n's major b u sin ess  was s t i l l  m igration , A 

d ru gstore  was opened by a com bination o f  th re e  d octors who had r e c e n tly  

a rr iv ed  in  th e  area; one, Dr. B, Y, Sh elb y , was la t e r  to  be th e  

founder fo r  whom Shelby County, Iowa was named*

A Reverend W illiam  Simpson v i s i t e d  K a n esv ille  in  185,0-and 

rep orted  to  th e  M ethodist C ouncil o f  th e  grea t need fo r  a church th e r e .  

There was not a s in g le  non-Mormon church in  th e  town in  s p it e  o f  i t s  

growing non-Mormon p op u la tio n . He was sen t to  remedy th a t  s i tu a t io n  

and th u s  became th e  f i r s t  r e s id e n t non-Mormon r e l ig io u s  lea d er  o f  

K an esv ille*  In f a c t ,  no o th er  church sen t r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  to  th e  town 

u n t i l  1868, Rev. Simpson, who la t e r  became a Bishop, f a i l e d  to  

e s t a b lis h  a reg u la r  church. I t  was not u n t i l  I 865 th a t  th e  Broadway

, /  
1/

V

good in d ic a to r  o f  th e  s iz e  and su ccess  o f  K a n esv ille  
merchants was th e  October 30 rep ort in  th e  F ro n tier  Guardian o f  th e  
l o s s  o f  th e  f a l l  and w in ter  s to ck s  o f  four major merchants when a 
steam boat h i t  a snag and sank. The e n t ir e  cargo m s  l o s t ,  in c lu d in g  an 
estim ated  $90,000 worth o f  goods d estin ed  fo r  K a n e sv ille ,
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M ethodist Church was b u i l t  on th e  ru ins o f  th e  burned out Ocean Wave 

37Saloon*

A second newspaper was begun by A3.mon W. B a b b itt, The C ouncil 

B lu ffs  Bugle was th e  product o f  a p o l i t i c a l  d isp u te  th a t  had raged  

between Whigs and Democrats fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s . B a b b itt, a Democrat, 

denounced Hyde fo r  s e l l in g  th e Mormon v o te  to  the-W hig p arty  and h is  

paper was a one man crusade a g a in s t  th e  Whigs, th e  Guardian and Hyde. 

Hyde made no attem pts to  cover h is  p o l i t i c a l  f e e l in g s  and openly  s ta te d  

th a t  h is  paper was a constant supporter o f  th e  Whig cau se, However, 

he denied  having so ld  a "blockM o f  Mormon v o te s  in  exchange fo r  c er ta in  

law s fa v o ra b le  to  th e  S a in ts  and a new p r e ss . B abbitt d id  h is  b e s t  to  

p o in t out th e  alm ost s o l id  Whig v o te  turned out by Hyde and h is  

a s s i s t a n t s ,  but ap p aren tly  he met w ith  l i t t l e  su c c e s s . A c tu a lly  he 

so ld  out in  1853 and moved to  S a lt  Lake, so h is  anti~Mormon period  was 

sh o rt l iv e d ,

K a n esv ille  was on th e  move; a second bakery was opened, a s ig n  

p a in te r  s e t  up a shop, a forwarding and commission merchant opened h is  

doors, a new gunsmith and a meatmarket were added to  th e  l i s t  o f

s t o r e s .  A ll  o f  th e s e  sim ply im ply th a t  K a n esv ille  was’ a growing' town

w hich, in  th e  eyes o f  businessm en, shox^ed promise o f  con tin u in g  to  be 

an e x c e lle n t  market fo r  migrant goods. The northern rou te up th e  P la t te  

was w e ll  known to  many b es id es  th e  S a in ts ;  i t s  continued usage was 

alm ost a ssu red .

M igration was th e  b ig  event o f  th e  y ear , fo r  Mormons and

^ B a sk in , H istory  o f  Pottawattam ie' County, Iowa, pp, 37> 95-97 .
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G e n ti le s . M igration was h ea v ier  than exp ected . In  s p it e  o f  e a r ly  ads 

which assured  a ll .  comers o f  p le n t i f u l  su p p lie s  o f  every d e s c r ip t io n ,  

p r ic e s  were h igh  and su p p lie s  sca rce  by e a r ly  May, In  f a c t ,  p r o f it s

m igrating th em se lv es, Orson Hyde attem pted to  warn everyone o f  th e  

p ress in g  need fo r  oxen , horses and mules a t  an e a r ly  d a te . Although  

grain  could be had, most a v a ila b le  teams were high p r iced  and many 

would not f in d  any a t  a l l .

Hyde kept good records o f  a r r iv a ls  and departures a t  K a n e sv ille .

He attem pted to  p u b lish  l i s t s  o f  C a lifo r n ia  bound immigrants arriv ed  

and dep arted . He published  lon g  l i s t s  o f  m igrants who had stopped by 

to  s ig n  h is  r e g is t e r .  By June 12 th e  Guardian l i s t e d  4 ,500  C a lifo r n ia -  

bound wagons carrying 13 ,500  men as having passed through. He 

estim ated  th a t  22 ,000  d r a ft  anim als were used to  carry or p u ll  th e  men 

and t h e ir  s u p p lie s . T his i s  e x c lu s iv e  o f  Mormon t r a in s .  In  May a lon e

14 ,000  passed  through. Seven companies o f  f i f t y  to  a hundred men each 

l e f t  ea r ly ; t h e ir  departure was reported  in  th e  May 1 i s s u e .  The Des 

Moines Company Number One le d  th e  way on A p r il 18 , These p a r t ie s  l e f t  

d e sp ite  th e  la c k  o f  grass which came l a t e  th a t  y ea r . On June 12 on ly  

ten  a r r iv a ls  were noted and o n ly  one sm all company departed .

dep artin g  from K a n e sv ille  and surrounding areas w ith  4 ,000  sheep and

5 ,000  c a t t l e ,  h orses and m ules, W hile no exact numbers o f  people are  

in c lu d ed , i t  i s  obvious th a t  K a n e sv ille 's  pop u lation  was probably

were so good th a t some S a in ts  remained in  K a n esv ille  in s te a d  o f

The Guardian a ls o  rep orted  about seven  hundred wagons o f  S a in ts

*^Hyde, ed ., The Frontier Guardian (K anesville), May 1, 1849, p.
2; May 15, 1849, p. 2;" May 29, 1849, pT T fJune 12, '1849., p. 3.
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s e r io u s ly  reduced. T his was somewhat o f f s e t  by th e  a r r iv a l  o f  1 ,4 9 7  

E n glish  S a in ts  a t  New O rleans, a l l  were bound fo r  K a n esv ille  to  

p ro v is io n  th em selves fo r  th e  overland journey w est. Many would have 

noth ing  when th ey  reached K a n esv ille  and were l i k e l y  to  have stayed  on

39th er e  fo r  a tim e .

Only about two hundred S a in ts  passed through from th e  E a st.

However, Orson P r a tt , on m ission  in  England, shipped 5»3&9 converted

S a in ts  from England from Septem ber, 1848, through February, 1851,

Most o f  th e se  came across th e  A t la n t ic  in  1850, They were shipped

from L iverp ool to  New O rleans, la t e r  from New'York and Boston, few were
40not o r ig in a l ly  E n g lish  and many came from M anchester,

Robert Campbell, carry ing  m ail from S a lt  Lake C ity , reported  

m eeting about e ig h t  hundred Mormon wagons on th e  t r a i l .  He mentioned 

se v e r a l companies by name. T his i s  not co n c lu s iv e  ev id en ce, but does 

support th e  v iew  th a t  Mormon m igration  to  th e  Great B asin in  1850 was 

f a i r l y  la r g e  in  s i z e  d e s p ite  warnings th a t th ey  must be prepared to  

make th e  journey w ithout h e lp  and have p len ty  o f  p r o v is io n s .

In  I 85O many G e n tile s  en tered  K a n e sv ille  and not a l l  l e f t .

T heir presence was not e x a c t ly  d e s ir a b le  in  some c a se s , They d e f in i t e ly  

were n ot under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  Mormons; in  f a c t ,  th ey  were 

app aren tly  crea tin g  a bad in f lu e n c e  on th e  young S a in ts ,  Complaints \ /  

were common, th ie v e r y , drunkenness and o th er crim es were on th e  r i s e ,

A h o r s e - th ie f  r in g  was uncovered, a bogus money p ress was captured and

3 9I b id , , June 12, 1850, p . 3 .

^ B r o d ie , Route From L iv erp o o l, pp. 4 1 -43 ,



131

a movement m s  under way to  con stru ct a j a i l ,  which h ereto fo re  had 

been considered  unnecessary. C ursing, gambling and h o rse-ra c in g  were 

wide spread, even on Sunday, E sp e c ia lly  i r r i t a t in g  were th e  'horse

races h e ld  on c i t y  s t r e e t s ,  seven days a week. Minutes o f  th e  L atter  

Day S a in t s ' f a l l  conference contain ed  a ty p ic a l  Mormon com plaint by 

E lder Lymon Stoddard who spoke out a g a in s t drunkenness, d is s e n s io n  and \ 

vagabonds. He was unhappy about th e  la r g e  numbers o f  non-Mormons 

s e t t l in g  perm anently throughout th e  e n t ir e  area in  th e  m idst o f  th e  

S a in ts ,  He f e l t  th e  S a in ts  were becoming dem oralized by t h e ir  presence  

and a c t io n s .  Like o th er  Mormons he p laced  v a lu e  in  work and was 

d istu rb ed  by th e  la r g e  number o f  app arently  jo b le s s  and s h i f t l e s s

r u ff ia n s  who in h a b ited  th e  tow n's s t r e e t s ,  Stoddard expressed  view s
h i

which were app arently  h eld  by many.

^Hyde, ed. ,  The Frontier Guardian (K anesville), 0ctober 30 ?
185Pf p. 3e



CHAPTER VI

DEPARTURE OF THE MORMONS -  1851-53

As more and more Mormons l e f t  K a n e sv ille , l e s s  and l e s s  was

w r itte n  about i t .  With th e  ex cep tio n  o f  Orson Hyde, no prominent

church lead e rs  remained in  Iowa, O utside o f Hyde or h is  a s s i s ta n t ,  A, C

Ford, ey e-w itn ess  accounts o f  even ts are alm ost n ot t o  be had fo r  th e

l a s t  two y ea rs  o f  Mormon occu pation  o f  th e  area . S ca ttered  mentions

or re feren ces  are a l l  th a t  remain, even th e  papers are hard to  come

by. The W estern Bugle b u ild in g  was d estroyed  by f i r e  in  1853»

le a v in g  a f u l l  copy o f  on ly  one i s s u e ,  K a n e sv ille 's  pop ulation  had
I

a lread y  f a l l e n  from i t s  peak in  1850. Non-Mormons, l i k e  Homer F ie ld ,  

do n ot en ter  th e  area u n t i l  l a t e  1852 or d id  not w r ite  any accou n ts. 

There are no governm ental records o f  any kind fo r  th e  period  to  a id  a 

h isto r ia n ?  th ey  were consumed in  a f i r e  in  th e  l a t e  1850 's  when th e  

courthouse burned down. Even th e  m anuscript h is to r y  o f  K a n e sv ille  in  

th e  Mormon A rchives does not a ffo rd  a id ; i t  ended on October 5» 1848,

By mid-summer o f  1851 th e  w orld and th e  S a in ts  knew th a t  1852 

would see  a mass m igration  o f  American S a in ts  to  t h e ir  ga th erin g  p lace  

in  "Zion," The F if th  G eneral E p is t le ,  p rin ted  in  th e  May 30 , 1851 

e d it io n  o f  th e  Guardian s ta te d  th a t  th er e  should not be a S a in t l e f t  in  

Canada or America o u ts id e  o f  t h e ir  Zion by  th e  end o f  1852, Brigham 

Young condemned th o se  who h e ld  on to  th e ir  property as greedy, and 

h in ted  they  would pay fo r  the  greed, by burning fo r  e te rn i ty ,  i f  they



continued to  hold out*

18.51 was, th e r e fo r e , a year  o f d e c is io n  and preparation  fo r

th e  S a in t s 0 Many d id  not w ait u n t i l  1852. Newspaper ad vertisem en ts

r e v e a l th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  land in  K a n esv ille ; by A p ril Thomas McKenzie

a d v er tised  over one hundred farm s, some w ith  crop s, as being a v a ila b le*

His ads were aimed a t  Mormons coming in to  th e  area by steam boat from

New O rleans who could go no fa r th e r . Yet c e r ta in ly  th ey  were read by

non-Mormons, Joseph Johnson a d v e r tised  a number o f  hou ses, b u ild in g s

fo r  s to r e s  and ch o ice  l o t s  fo r  s a le  w ith in  K a n esv ille  i t s e l f ,  The o ld

Needham and Ferguson s to r e  now a d v er tised  under th e  p ro p r ie to rsh ip  o f
2W. B, Ferguson; Needham was o f f  fo r  th e  Great Basin a t  l a s t .

E stim ated numbers o f  Mormons departin g  th e  K a n esv ille  area in  

I 85I  was as high as 2 ,500 ; many needed th e  h e lp  o f  th e  P erp etu a l 

E m igration Fund to  make th e  t r i p .  These were th e  very  poor who w e re ^ /  

unable t o  make i t  on t h e ir  own, but th a t  was th e  purpose o f  th e  P. E, 

F .,  a s  i t  was c a l le d . The S a in ts  were one s te p  c lo se r  to  t h e ir  goa l 

o f  secu rin g  t h e ir  e n t ir e  American f lo c k  w ith in  th e  s a fe ty  o f  th e  Great 

B asin ,

In  s p i t e  o f  th e  lo s s  o f  s iz e a b le  numbers o f  Mormons in  th e  

m igration s o f  18A8-1851, l i f e  in  K a n esv ille  went on, K a n esv ille  

changed, y e s ,  but i t  a ls o  continued to  tak e  on th e  a t t r ib u te s  o f a 

s u b s ta n t ia l ,  permanent town. K a n e sv ille  had become to o  im portant as a 

w estern  jum ping-off p o in t to  la y  down and ex p ire  because o f  th e  lo s s  o f

^Hyde, ed ,, The Frontier Guardian (K anesville), November lb ,
18b9, p. 2.



th e  S a in ts  who founded i t ,  More G e n tile s  would f lo c k  in  to  tak e  

advantage o f  th e  cheap lan d , a lread y  developed , and h o p e fu lly , cheap 

s to r e s  or town s i t e s . Samuel B a y lis s  was fo r tu n a te  enough to  be ab le  

to  purchase a four hundred acre t r a c t  which covered most o f  th e  t o m ,  

part o f which la t e r  became B a y lis s  Park, I t  must be remembered th a t  

th e  Mormons h eld  on ly  s q u a t te r s ' r ig h t s ; th e  area had not y e t  been 

surveyed by th e  fe d e r a l government. No land o f f i c e  had y e t  begun 

o p e r a t io n s ,

An a c t  o f  th e  Iowa le g i s la t u r e  reduced Pottaw attam ie County 

to  i t s  p resen t s i z e  from th e  o r ig in a l  which was supposed to  cover th e  

e n t ir e  Potawatomi Indian r e se r v a tio n  signed  over in  18^6, I t  was cut 

down to  about tw en ty-fou r  m iles  from north to  south boundaries and 

about tw en ty -e ig h t m iles  e a s t  o f  K a n e sv ille ,

The long  d e la y  in  orga n iz in g  Pottaw attam ie County was la r g e ly  

due to  a p o l i t i c a l  b a t t le  between th e  f a i r l y  ev en ly  balanced Whigs and 

Democrats in  Iow a's le g is la tu r e #  The Whigs had succeeded in  ga in in g  

Mormon supp ort, w ith  th e  a id  o f  Orson Hyde, but th e  Democrats s tro v e  to  

keep them from v o t in g , One way to  do t h is  was to  d e la y  o f f i c i a l  county  

o r g a n iz a tio n , fo r c in g  them to  v o te  as a d i s t r i c t  o f  Monroe County where 

th e  stron g  Dem ocratic v o te  would over-balance t h e ir  v o te . This would 

.make i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  th e  Whigs to  r e a l ly  tak e advantage o f  t h e ir  la r g e  

block  o f  v o te s . The p o l i t i c a l  m an ip u la tion s, in c lu d in g  a "lost." s e t  

o f  r e g is t r a t io n  and b a l lo t  b ock s, would continue u n t i l  th e  Mormons 

d ep arted .

D esp ite  i t s  p o s it io n  on th e  fa r  w estern  edge o f  th e  county, 

K a n e sv ille  was th e  dominant town o f  th e  e n t ir e  a rea , This le d  to  a
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s p e c ia l  e le c t io n  announced in  th e  March 7 is s u e  o f  th e  Guardian which

a d v ised  o f  th e  e le c t io n  to  be h e ld  on Monday, A p ril ? , to  choose th e

county se a t  and e le c t  county o f f i c e r s e V oting took  p la ce  a t  K a n e sv ille ,

Keg Creek and P leasan t Grove, “which la id  e ig h t or n in e  m iles  above

K a n e sv ille  on. Big Mosquito Creek, Although weather was bad, co ld  and

d r iz z l in g ,  th e  v o ter  turnout was f a i r ,  con sid erin g  c o n d it io n s . As

could be exp ected , Mormons won co n tro l o f  a l l  o f f i c e s  o f  th e  new

government, and K a n esv ille  was s e le c te d  as th e  " seat o f  j u s t ic e ,"

Many can d id ates, such as E, M. Green, ran unopposed, James S loan

d e fea ted  C hristopher Brown fo r  th e  S ix th  J u d ic ia l  .D is tr ic t  bench, four

hundred and s ix  to  sev en ty -o n e , so a t  l e a s t  fou r hundred and sev en ty -

seven people v o te d . Judge S loan  resig n ed  in  1852 to  go to  S a lt  Lake,

as d id  o th e r s , ■ Greene, e a r l i e r  appointed  to  th e  K a n esv ille  p o st

o f f i c e  and a nephew o f  Brigham Young, vras s e le c te d  as county c le r k .

K a n esv ille* s  ju s t ic e s -o f - t h e -p e a c e  W illiam  Vanosdale and Jacob Degraw

and C onstables W illiam  Gooch and R osw ell Ferry were s e le c te d  fo r  th e ir
3

r e s p e c t iv e  p o sts  a ls o .

In August a second e le c t io n  was h e ld  in  K a n e sv ille , to  f i l l  

out th e  county government, Thomas Burdick was s e le c te d  fo r  county  

judge? Alexander McRae became county s h e r i f f ,  The county recorder was 

to  be Luke Johnson; coroner was ca rr ied  by Egbert E llsw o rth . M, L, 

Benson, ap p aren tly  th e  o n ly  winner to  have any com p etition , became th e  

county surveyor by a margin o f  one v o te . This e le c t io n  f i l l e d  th e  r e s t  

o f  th e  o f f i c e s  commonly found under th e  ordinary county government

3 lb id . ,  March 7, 1851» p. 2 and April 18, 1851, p. 2,
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system . Why th e  e le c t io n  o f  a l l  lo c a l  and county o f f i c i a l s  was not

h e ld  a t  th e  same tim e was n ot ex p la in ed . Again, most o f  th e  o f f i c e -
k

h o ld ers s e le c te d  were ap p aren tly  Mormonse

K a n esv ille  continued to  grow, d e sp ite  th e  lo s s  o f  in f lu e n t ia l  

and prosperous p eo p le , A new academy was opened in  e a r ly  January. A 

watch and c lo ck  maker, James Frodsham, opened shop about th e  same tim e, 

A m a il.c o n tr a c t  to  A ustin , M issou ri, was won by Frink and Company who 

a ls o  carr ied  passen gers and l i g h t  fr e ig h t  on t h e ir  s ta g e s , Two h o te ls  

opened in  1853-. The Robinson House, a lo g  h o te l  w est o f  th e  Ocean 

Wave S a loon , was opened by th e  r e c e n t ly  arr iv ed  G, H, Robinson who 

la t e r  became p rosecu tin g  a tto rn ey . The K a n esv ille  H o te l, run by 

W illiam  O dle, was a renovated b u ild in g  purchased from Pegram and 

Company on.Main S t r e e t ,  I t  a ls o  had a r es ta u ra n t. By mid-June a 

l ib r a r y , purchased w ith  C ongressional a id , was begun and housed a t  

W illiam  H ow ell's  s to r e , a beginn ing fo r  th e  la t e r  town l ib r a r y .

One o f  th e  su r e s t  s ig n s  o f  th e  -growing s o p h is t ic a t io n  o f  

K a n e sv ille  i s  presented  in  an August 8 rep ort o f  a p u b lic  m eeting o f  

K a n e s v il le 's c i t i z e n s ,  A seven-man board was appointed by popular  

v o te  to  care fo r  th e  th ree  main s t r e e t s  o f  town, Greene, Main and Hyde, 

The board was to  see  th a t th e  s t r e e t s  were kept c lea n , th a t  no manure 

.accum ulated and th a t no m atter c o l le c te d  around b u ild in g s . The p u b lic  

s p ir i t e d  c i t iz e n s  then heard a proposal and accep ted  th e  motion to  keep 

hogs o f f  th e  s t r e e t s  and req u ired  th a t  th ey  be penned up. S u re ly  th e  

removal o f  hogs from th e  s t r e e t s  and a c ts  to  keep manure p i l e s  cleaned

A
Ib id . , August 22, 1851, p . 2.



up would in d ic a te  growing p rid e and concern fo r  th e  community,'

Probably th e  g r e a te s t  fa c to r  in  changing th e  gen era l character  

o f  K a n e sv ille  was th e  return  o f  some o f  th e  w estern  m iners, many by 

steam boat from New Ori.eans« W hile most were app arently  broke, th o se  

few who had r e a l  w ealth  a ttr a c te d  th e  r i f f r a f f  who l iv e d  o f f  such men. 

The Ocean Wave Saloon , known throughout th e West as a m agn ificen t  

s tr u c tu r e  and source o f  en terta in m en t, o ffer ed  every  typ e o f  d ev ice  to  

r e l ie v e  th e  retu rn in g  miners o f  th e  w eight o f th e  gold  th ey  c a rr ie d .

Of cou rse , th o se  w ith  funds headed West were ju s t  as r e a d ily  taken fo r  

a l l  th ey  had. Some never made i t  any fu rth er  because th ey  "ran out o f  

funds" in  K a n e sv ille , Gaines o f  chance in  every  known form were 

a v a ila b le ,  along w ith  drinks and dancing g i r l s , '  on a tw en ty -fou r  hour a 

day b a s i s , They need not even e n te r  a sa loon  t o  be r e lie v e d  o f  th e ir  

su rp lu ses  as gam blers, th im b le -r ig g e rs  and th e  l ik e  aw aited them on th e  

s id ew a lk s, eager to  p la y  fo r  any s ta k e s . The men were commonly armed, 

some h e a v ily , and f ig h t s  were not e x a c t ly  ra re , K a n esv ille  was no 

lo n g er  th e  q u ie t ,  b u s t lin g  town i t  had once been,

The f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  D is t r ic t  Court was h e ld  in  May, w ith  

Judge James S loan  p r e s id in g . Judge Sloan handled se v e r a l minor ca ses  

b efo re  reaching K a n esv ille* s  f i r s t  crim in a l c a se , Robert and Martha 

Keys pleaded not g u i l t y  to  a charge o f  la rcen y  and concealm ent o f  

s to le n  goods; supposedly th e  a r t i c l e s  were boots and f la t - ir o n s  taken  

from C. 0 , M ynster's prem ises. They were defended by G, P, S t i l e s ,  J ,  

L, Sharpo and Joseph A, K e ltin g , The t r i a l ,  w e ll  a tten ded  by th e

^Ib id , , August 8, 1851, p . 3 .



138

p u b lic , was app arently  ca rr ied  o f f  n ic e ly .  The f in a l  r e s u lt s  was a 

change o f  venue to  M ills  County, At l e a s t  K a n esv ille  now had a 

fu n c tio n in g  court o f  law  to  a id  in  th e  handling o f  some o f  th e  rougher 

e lem en ts .

EjV©n ohougn ciiey Kiiew tiiey  wei^e xeavung, th e  S s in t s  continued  

to  work to  b e tte r  th e  town. They were a c t iv e  in  an attem pt to  g e t  

Congress to  grant th e  town o f  K a n e sv ille  th e  one square m ile  which 

would p r e tty  w e ll  cover th e  town. The id ea  was to  s e l l  th e  land  a t  a 

d o lla r  and a q u arter an acre  to  th o se  a lread y  on i t  in  order to  r a is e  

money fo r  s t r e e t  improvements , b r id g es  and o th er  im provements, The 

major problem was th a t s in c e  no r e a l  deeds e x is te d  to  th e  lan d  or 

b u ild in g s , because th e  area had not been o f f i c i a l l y  surveyed and put 

up fo r  s a le  y e t ,  th ey  could not ta x  them. T his was to  remain a 

problem fo r  se v e r a l yea rs  and cause a se r io u s  la c k  o f  progress in  some 

a r e a s . In f a c t ,  th e  c i t y  government o f  Council B lu f f s ,  e le c te d  in  

A p r il, 1853 t co lla p sed  a f t e r  on ly  s i x  months because i t  had no way to  

r a is e  any s iz e a b le  amount o f  fu n d s. Mayor V oorhis resign ed  and th e  

c i t y  government ceased  to  e x i s t  fo r  n ea r ly  two y e a r s . S in ce  a d v e r t is e 

ments valued  K a n e s v ille 's  b u sin ess  investm ents as being worth $150,000  

th e  property fo r  ta x a t io n  was th e r e , but was not tou ch able  because o f  

th e  le g a l  t e c h n ic a l i t i e s  in v o lv ed .

M igration in  1851 was not t e r r ib ly  heavy. The number o f  

C aliforn ia-boun d  people was down, but more fa m ily  groups were going  

to  Oregon, S a in ts  from England began to  a r r iv e  in  s iz e a b le  numbers fo r  

th e  f i r s t  tim e, Almon W. B abbitt le d  one group o f  one hundred and 

f i f t y  wagons on to  th e  Great B asin , but some S a in ts  remained in



K a n esv ille  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  year  preparing fo r  th e  1852 tr a v e lin g  

season*

Hiram H, C hittenden s ta te d  th a t  I 85I  was th e  f i r s t  year  .o f  

r e a l ly  la r g e  s c a le  Mormon tr a v e l  up r iv e r  to  K a n e sv ille , and th a t  boat 

load s o f  Mormons -would continue to  a r r iv e  th ere  fo r  a decade, a long  

w ith  tremendous amounts o f  fr e ig h t  d estin ed  fo r  S a lt  Lake City* T his  

b u s in e ss , s ix  hundred people on two steam boats a lo n e , would c e r ta in ly  

h e lp  s u s ta in  K a n esv ille  a f t e r  tha main body o f  S a in ts  moved out o f  th e  

a rea . T his area would contin ue to  be th e  grea t rendezvous p o in t fo r  

Mormon e x p e d it io n s „̂

The order to  evacuate K a n e sv ille  came in  A ugust. The S a in ts

were ordered to  escape th e  "wicked and ungodly" and f u l f i l l  th e

" ancient prophecy." The r ic h  were to  a id  th e  poor to  reach "the h id in g

p la ce  from th e  storm s." The whole a r t i c l e  was e n t i t le d  "A Word o f

7Warning to  th e  S a in ts ."

The S a in ts  took  th e  "warning" to  h e a r t . From th a t tim e hence 

th e  Guardian abounded w ith  ads o f  land  fo r  s a le ,  s to r e s ,  goods, a l l  

were up fo r  s a le .  Ads or a r t i c l e s  to  draw buyers to  th e  area appeared 

in  a lm ost every e d it io n . They p ra ised  th e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  th e  s o i l ,  th e  

geographic lo c a t io n , th e  h e a lth in e ss  o f  th e  lo c a t io n , th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  

o f  land and b u sin ess  op p ortun ity  and th e  cheapness o f  th o se  ite m s . In  

f a c t ,  one a r t i c l e  was e n t i t l e d  "Pottawattam ie County For S a le ."  An

H isto ry  o f  S a r ly  Steamboat N avlgation  on th e  M issouri R iv er , 
L ife  and Adventures o f  Joseph LaBarge, Hiram Martin C hittenden , V ol. I I  
1 M inneapoiic , M innesota: Ross & H aines, I n c . ,  1962) ,  p. I ? l ,

?Che Frontier Guardian (K an esv ille ), August 22, I 85I ,  p. 2,



e n t ir e  Mormon camp at H arris Grove, about tw enty m iles  north o f  

K a n e sv ille , p laced  th e ir  ad fo r  tw enty improved farms enmass, They 

wished to  go to  S a lt  Lake as a u n it  and were w i l l in g  to  tak e  s to c k , 

wagons or cash fo r  Lheir la n d .

J u st in  case th e r e  were delinquents?  and c e r ta in ly  th er e  were 

some? Young d ispatch ed  Ezra T. Benson and Jedediah M» Grant to  a id  and 

a d v ise  K a n e s v il le 's  S a in ts ,  W hile th r e a ts  were probably used , th ey  

a ls o  brought along about $5 ,000 from th e  P erpetual Em igrating Fund to  

a id  th o se  who were t r u ly  unable to  r a is e  enough fu nds, The l e t t e r  to  

inform  th e  K a n esv ille  S a in ts  o f  th e  w ishes and a c tio n s  o f  th e  church’s 

lea d ers  appeared in  th e  November 14 e d it io n . I t  s ta te d , " It i s  th e  

day fo r  s a c r i f ic e ;  and th o se  who are  ready to  s a c r i f ic e  and do t h e ir  

duty, and come home, th ey  may save being burnt," Hyde's e d ito r , A. G, 

Ford, gave strong support to  th e  l e t t e r ,  Hyde h im se lf  was on th e  way 

back to  K a n e sv ille  from S a lt  Lake C ity , accompanied by Benson and 

Grant,^

By e a r ly  1652 much property had changed hands, th e  G e n tile s  

flo ck ed  to  th e  k i l l ,  Nowhere could one buy an e s ta b lish e d  b u sin ess  or 

improved farm cheaper. By January even th e  F ro n tier  Guardian had \ 

changed p ro p r ie to rs  and would soon appear as a w eekly, in s te a d  o f  a 

b i-w eek ly , newspaper, owned by Jacob Dawson and Company and e d ite d  by 

Jacob Dawson h im se lf . The change in  owners d id  not seem to  change much 

o f  anything in  th e  form o f  th e  paper except th e  t i t l e  which now became 

.The F ro n tier  Guardian and Iowa S e n t in e l , The o r ig in a l  Guardian even

^Ibid, ,  November 14, 1851, p. 2,
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in c lu d ed  another p lea  fo r  a C ongressional donation  o f  a one-square  

m ile  o f  land fo r  K a n esv ille ; in  i t s  l a s t  is s u e  th e  p ro jec t was being  

b oosted  fo r  them by R ep resen ta tiv e  Bernhart Henn.

C harles B ab b itt, E arly  Days a t C ouncil B lu f f s , s ta te d  th a t  

Almon B abbitt formed h is  o p p o sit io n  paper in  1850 and t i t l e d  i t  The 

Weekly W estern B u gle; th e  a c tu a l t i t l e  was sim ply The W estern B u gle , 

More im portant i s  B a b b itt 's  error in  th e  s e l l in g  o f  th e  Fr o n tie r  

Guardian, Be s ta te d  th a t i t  was taken over by Almon B abbitt (no 

r e la t io n  to  C h a r les) , That i s  not tr u e ; Hyde so ld  th e  paper to  Jacob  

Dawson and Company, Dawson was an a tto rn ey  from Fremont Countye He 

p u b lish ed  th e  paper fo r  a b r ie f  p eriod  as th e  F ro n tier  Guardian and 

Iowa S e n t in e l , I t  was a w eekly paper, devoted to  th e  Whig ca u se , Hyde 

would probably have preferred, to  see  th e  pa.per go t o  alm ost anyone 

ra th er  than Almon B a b b itt, B ab b itt was h is  on ly  s tro n g , v o c a l c r i t i c  

and major o p p o s it io n .

However, few cop ies o f  th e  F ro n tier  Guardian and Iowa S e n t in e l  

rem ain. The l a t e s t  a v a ila b le  i s  a May 6 , 1852, e d it io n . I t  i s  

probable th a t i t  was th en  purchased by B a b b itt, who, in  tu rn , soon  

so ld  out to  Joseph Johnson.

The new F ro n tier  Guardian and Iowa S e n t in e l revea led  a la r g e  

number o f  m igrants departed in  th e  sp rin g  o f  1852.; u n fo r tu n a te ly  Dawson 

was not n ea r ly  as thorough as Hyde had been in  keeping track  o f  exact 

numbers or even d ep artu res. He does rep ort th a t  a t l e a s t  fou r  non- 

Mormon companies from more e a s t e r ly  reg io n s were aw aitin g  a departure  

and one la i ’ge company had a lread y  taken th e  t r a i l  w est by May 13, Other 

than th a t he sim ply commented th a t th e  town was crowded w ith  m igrants
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and, l ik e  Hyde, added th a t th ey  could r e g is t e r  w ith  th e  paper* Dawson

a ls o  ran a sample c o n s t itu t io n  in  each is s u e  o f  th e  spring  fo r
9

companies ju s t  being formed,

E stim ates as to  th e  number o f  K a n esv ille  Mormons who departed

in  1 are  not a v a ila b le , n e ith e r  are f ig u r e s  fo r  non-Mormon m igration*

Almon B ab b itt, e d ito r  o f  th e  W estern B ugle , s ta te d  in  h is  June 6 is su e

th a t  15 ,000 C a lifo rn ia  and Oregon m igrants had passed through

K a n e sv ille , In  f a c t ,  he sa id  m igration  was th e  h e a v ie s t  in  th ree

y e a r s . The merchants had so ld  an estim ated  $150,000’s worth o f  goods

and p rice s  were high as t h e i r  supp lies had run low. One merchant had
10a f re ig h t  b i l l  of over $h-,000, and h is  shelves were n early  bare .

U nfortunately  Mr, B abbitt d id  not give us any in d ic a tio n  of how 

many Mormons were on th e  move. Equally  m isfo rtunate  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  a 

copy o f h is  f i r s t  e d itio n  i s  a l l  th a t  remains, except fo r  a few 

sc a tte re d  b i t s  and p ieces l e f t  by a f i r e  in  1855 e The only th in g  he 

could add fo r  us was th a t  th e  S a in ts  had not a l l  l e f t  ye t and th a t  some 

would not be on th e  t r a i l  before  two more weeks were up, which would 

make i t  about June 20,

W allace S tegn er , in  h is  The G athering o f  Z ion, s ta te s  th a t l i s t s  

fo r  Mormon m igration  in  1852 are incom p lete even in  The D eseret News. 

T o ta ls  fo r  th e  year are estim ated  a t  between 1 ,3 0 0  and 1 ,400  wagons and 

about 10 ,000  p eo p le . These f ig u r e s  in c lu d e  f r e ig h t  wagons and em igrants

9 The F ro n tier  Guardian and Iowa S e n t in e l , K a n e sv ille , Iowa,
May 13 , 1852, p. 2 .

^ The Western Bugle, K anesville,' Iowa, June 6, 1852, p* 3.
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or immigrants reaching S a lt  Lake C ity  from th e  w est c o a s t . Conse

q u en tly , th ey  do not h e lp  determ ine K a n e sv ille 's  l o s s ,  S tegn er  

b e lie v e s  th a t  tw en ty -th ree  companies o f  about s ix t y  wagons each

departed from K a n e sv ille . A gain, th e se  are not n e c e s s a r ily  .K an esv ille
11

S a in ts ,  nor does he e stim a te  th e  a c tu a l number o f  people in v o lv ed , 

Robert M ullen, The L a tter-d ay  S a in ts ;  Y esterday and Today, 

e stim a tes  th a t  2 ,500  S a in ts  l e f t  K a n esv ille  and o th er  se ttle m en ts  

heading fo r  th e  v a l le y  in  I 85O and again  in  I 85I .  His e stim a tes  fo r  

1852 are about 5»000 S a in ts  le a v in g  variou s se ttle m en ts  in  th e  a rea , 

Mullen does n ot g iv e  any f ig u r e s  fo r  K a n esv ille  or o th er  se tt le m en ts  

a l o n e ,^

W illiam  E, B e r r e tt , author o f  The R estored Church, s ta te d  th a t

th e  p op u lation  o f  Utah in  I 85O was 3.1,380, and had grown to  2 5 ,0 0 0 -

30 ,000  by th e  end o f  1852, T his s t i l3 .  g iv e s  us l i t t l e  to  compare to

o th e r f ig u re s . He d id .s ta te  th a t  th e re  were 7*828 S a in ts  on Potawatomi

lan d s in  I 85O, However, he a ls o  adds th a t  em igration  funds were

extended to  th e  E n glish  poor in  1852, but we do not know i f ,  or how

13many, o f them a rr iv e d ,

Brigham Young and h is  two co u n se lo rs , Heber Kim ball and W illard  

R ichards, had decided th a t  a l l  S a in ts  w ith in  th e  n a tio n  should be

I T
W allace S teg n er , The G athering o f  Zion, th e  S tory  o f  th e  

Mormon T r a il (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1 9 6 i) ,  pp. 209-211.

12 : Robert M ullen, The L atter-d ay  S a in ts :  The Mormons Y esterday
and Today (Garden C ity , New York; Doubleday & Company, I n c . ,  i 960) ,
p , .115 ,

13William Ee B errett, The Restored Church (13“th ed,; S a lt Lake
City: Deseret Book Company, 1965)» PP« 278-279#
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w ith in  th e  haven o f  th e Great B asin  by th e  end o f  1852. T heir  

reasons were many* Most S a in ts  from America were farm ers, t i l l e r s  o f  

th e  s o i l , ,  who need not be tr a in e d  e x te n s iv e ly  in  th e  a r t  o f  producing 

cro p s. Farming in  th e  d e se r t  would be tough enough, even fo r  exper

ien ced  farm ers. More im portant was th e  fa c t  th a t  most o f  th e  European 

Converts w a itin g  a chance to  go to  S a lt  Lake were u r b a n ite s . Man}'' o f  

them were in d u s tr ia l  workers; some were h ig h ly  s k i l l e d  tradesmen who 

would be trem endously im portant to  th e  S a in ts  in  th e  fu tu r e . T heir  

s k i l l s  were o f  l i t t l e  use however, u n t i l  s u f f i c ie n t  crops could be 

r a ise d  to  feed  them. The s k i l l e d  farm ers, in  o th er  words th e Americans, 

had t o  be brought home f i r s t .

C onsideration  a ls o  was undoubtedly g iven  to  th e  apparent 

e f f e c t s  th e  e v i l  world was having on camps o f  S a in ts  o u ts id e  o f  th e  

v a l le y ,  K a n esv ille  had become a prime example, drunkenness was 

in c r e a s in g , r e l ig io u s  d isp u te s  arose  as some became d isenchanted  w ith  

Morraonism or w ith  Brigham Young and th e  p ro sp er ity  some were enjoying  

was beginn ing to  compete w ith  th e  church in  im portance. These S a in ts  

must be rescued and brought in to  th e  f lo c k  where th ey  could be watched 

over more c lo s e ly  and prevented from stray in g*

A ll  t h i s ,  o f  cou rse , meant th e  end o f  th e  S a in ts  in  K a n e sv ille , 

n ot a l l  l e f t ,  but few ,rem ained, o f  about t h ir t y - e ig h t  churches, one was 

l e f t  and a few S a in ts  were s c a tte r e d  throughout th e  area . I t  was not 

th e  end o f  K a n e sv ille , however. Far from i t .  Though reduced s e r io u s ly  

in  s iz e  by th e  lo s s  o f  th e  S a in ts ,  th e  town d id  not d ie ,  I I  dropped to  

an estim ated  two thousand p erson s, but was a fa r  cry from th e  p ic tu re  

pain ted  by John T aylor who reported  th a t  in  mid-summer o f  I 852 K a n esv ille
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was d e ser te d , i t s  s to r e s  s tr ip p ed  o f  goods and i t s  s t r e e t s  empty.

T his rep ort must have been w ish fu l th in k in g , or th e  r e s u lt s  o f
14tremendous summer heat which drove everyone in s id e ,

K a n esv ille  was s t i l l  an im portant tr a n s fe r  p o in t fo r  westward 

■bound f r e ig h t , I t  would contin ue to  bo th e  rendezvous p o in t fo r  

m igrating S a in ts ,  and, o f  cou rse , a jum p-off p o in t fo r  th o se  bound, fo r  

p o in ts  w e st. Numerous go ld  and s i l v e r  s tr ik e s  would ensure an alm ost 

continuous flo w  o f  ad ven tu rers, s e t t l e r s ,  and sp ecu la to r s  through th e  

area which, in  tu rn , would hold  or a t t r a c t  m erchants.

The e n t ir e  f r o n t ie r ,  and seem ingly , most o f  th e  country knew 

th e  .Saints were v a ca tin g  K a n e sv ille , The land and o th er  property  

a v a ila b le  was grabbed up, o f te n  a t  rock-bottom  p r ic e s .  People flo ck ed  

to  th e  scene to  tak e  advantage o f  th e  s i tu a t io n .  Hundreds purchased  

lan d  a lread y  a t  l e a s t  p a r t ia l ly  c lea red  w ith  h ou ses, barns and sheds 

a lrea d y  e r e c te d . Some S a in ts  sim ply traded fo r  wagons, teams and 

s u p p lie s !  a cheap p r ic e  fo r  an improved farm but o fte n  i t  was th e  b est  

th ey  could do* The p o in t i s  th a t  th e  country was not abandoned, nor 

l e f t  "stripped" and d e ser te d . The market fo r  f lo u r  and g ra in  was s t i l l  

th e r e , and peop le  were going to  be a ttr a c te d  to  th e  area to  meet th e  

demands fo r  them. The area as a whole re ta in ed  a p op u la tio n , a 

permanent p o p u la tion . Though th e  p opulation  was sm aller  than b efore  

th e  S a in ts  departed , sm a ller  even than in  1849, th ere  were s t i l l  an 

estim ated  2 ,500  people in  th e  a rea , which was q u ite  s iz e a b le  fo r  such 

an advanced, f r o n t ie r  se t t le m e n t .

14S tegn er , The G athering o f  Zion, p, 211,
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In  f a c t ,  th e  land  o f f i c e ,  which opened i t s  doors in  March,

1853, d id  a tremendous amount o f  b u sin ess  in  th e  f i r s t  few months i t  

was opened, Joseph Johnson, new owner o f  th e  Western B u gle , was led  

to  comment in  September th a t th e  land  o f f i c e  was extrem ely busy, So 

busy th a t th e  preemptors could hard ly  be handled f a s t  enough. He 

s ta te d , perhaps a b i t  o p t im is t ic a l ly ,  th a t  no land o f f i c e  in  th e  

w estern  s t a te s  had ever so ld  so  much land  in  so l i t t l e  tim e or 

r e g is te r e d  cla im s a t a f a s t e r  r a te  than in  K a n e s v ille ,.  Even i f  he 

were s tr e tc h in g  th in g s  a b i t ,  i t  would s t i l l  in d ic a te  a town th a t  was 

a l iv e  and perhaps even grow ing, ^

Meanwhile, o th er even ts  were in  progress which would not on ly  

ensure th e  fu tu re  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  but would enable i t  to  grow in to  

a c i t y  o f  major p ro p o rtio n s. R ailroad  rumors, a r t i c l e s  on r a ilr o a d s ,  

surveys and conventions concerning tr a n s -c o n t in e n ta ls  had been going on 

fo r  y e a r s . However, in  1851, th e  same year th e  S a in ts  were to ld  to  

le a v e  K a n e sv ille , th e  Rock Is la n d  r a ilr o a d  reached J o l i e t ,  I l l i n o i s  and 

prepared to  extend i t s  l in e s  to  Iowa, Davenport soon became th e  

favored p o in t a t  which th e  Rock Is la n d  hoped to  cross th e  M iss is s ip p i  

R iv er , Davenport wTas on a f a i r l y  s tr a ig h t  l in e  w ith  J o l i e t  and became 

th e  most n a tu ra l p o in t to  cro ss  th e  r iv e r . Rock Is la n d  had no in te n t io n  

o f  stop p in g  a t  th e  M iss is s ip p i;  and anyone who looked a t  a.map o f  Iowa 

could e a s i ly  see  th a t th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  area was alm ost s tr a ig h t  w est 

o f  Davenport and was a lso  very  c lo s e  to  a l in e  from Chicago through  

Davenport, Furthermore, K a n e sv ille  was th e  on ly  s iz e a b le  p op u la tion

■^Joseph E, Johnson, The Council B luffs Western Bugle, September
7, 1853, P. 2 /



cen ter  on th e  M issouri above St* Joseph, which helped i t s  chances

immensely because i t  was a guaranteed market o f  some s ize*

Hopes ro se  high in  th e  b rea st o f  K a n e s v ille 's  c it iz e n s*  In

January, 1852, a committee chaired  by Orson Hyde was s e le c te d  to

con tact r a ilr o a d  companies concerning th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a l in e  to

K a n e sv ille , The same committee sought to  procure a grant o f  land from

th e  government to  be used to  encourage a r a ilro a d  to  come to  th e ir

town, K a n esv ille  was ju s t  beginn ing th e ser io u s  b u sin ess  o f  a t tr a c t in g

r a ilr o a d s ;  an e f f o r t  th ey  would continue in  th e  fa c e  o f  many setb acks
16

fo r  years to  come.

In  1852, as th e  S a in ts  prepared to  d ep art, th e  heads o f  th e

Chicago and Rock Is la n d  company formed th e  M is s is s ip p i and M issouri

Railway Company, T heir su rveys, under C hief Engineer P eter  A, Dey, were

to  begin  a t  Davenport and run to  th e  area o f  K a n e sv ille , H appily fo r

th e  fu tu re  o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  th e  survey, which was not begun u n t i l

18531 was to  be. conducted by G r en v ille  Dodge, who was to  become

C ouncil B lu f f s *• most famous c it iz e n , in  th e  years to  come. Dodge was

a ls o  to  p la y  an extrem ely im portant r o le  in  th e  p rocess o f  making

C ouncil B lu ffs  a major r a ilr o a d  c en te r , as w e ll  as th e  o f f i c i a l  jump-

17o f f  p la ce  fo r  th e  Union P a c if ic  tr a n sc o n tin e n ta l r a ilr o a d .

On January 19, 1853» th e  Iowa le g is la t u r e  approved a b i l l  which 

a llow ed  th e  name o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  to  be s u b s t itu te d  fo r  th e  town

-^The F ro n tier  Guardian (K a n e s v il le ) , January 9» 1852, p , 2 t

-^M ajor-General G r en v ille  M, Dodge, How We B u ilt  th e  Union 
P a c if ic  Railway and Other Railway Papers and Addresses (R eprint; 
Denver: Sage Books, 1965) ,  pp. 5 -6 T ’~~~



p r e v io u s ly  known as K a n e sv ille , The e f f e c t iv e  d ate  o f  th e  change
18

a c tu a lly  being February 19* 1853? when th e  a c t  was approved.

On January Zh an a c t  o f  th e  s t a t e  l e g is la t u r e  au th orized  th e

in co rp o ra tio n  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Iowa, Hadley D, Johnson

was th e ir  Iowa Senate r e p r e se n ta tiv e  a t th e  tim e, and A rchibald S ,

Bryant was th e  House member who had helped g e t  th e  b i l l s  through.

S in ce  th e  a c t was in  e f f e c t  im m ediately , C ouncil B lu ffs  was a c tu a lly

au th orized  to  in corp ora te  b efo re  i t  could l e g a l l y  be c a lle d  C ouncil 
19B lu f f s ,  '

The exact reason fo r  th e  change o f  th e  name o f  K a n e sv ille  to  

C ouncil B lu ffs  i s  not e x a c t ly  c le a r .  The post o f f i c e  a t T rad er's  

P o in t, o r ig in a l ly  c a lle d  th e  Nebraska P ost O ff ic e , had been le g a l ly  

d esig n a ted  as th e  C ouncil B lu ffs  P ost O ff ic e  fo r  some tim e. Now th e  

name was appropriated  fo r  th e  K a n e sv ille  Post O ff ic e ,

The reasons u s u a lly  g iven  a re  two in  number. The f i r s t  i s  th a t  

K a n e sv ille  was sim ply th e  dominant town in  an area known fa r  and wide as  

th e  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  The in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  town, d e s ir in g  to  rename 

th e  town now th a t  th e  S a in ts  were gone, n a tu r a lly  s e le c te d  th a t name. 

T heir id e a , o f  cou rse , was to  make th e  town b e t te r  known by d ir e c t ly  

a s s o c ia t in g  i t  w ith  th e  C ouncil B lu f f s  which was a fa r  more w id e ly  

known name than K a n e sv ille , K a n e sv ille , a name chosen by th e  Mormons, 

was s e le c te d  to  honor t h e ir  b e n e fa c to r s , but now th ey  were gone, so i t

IBA cts, R eso lu tio n s  and Memorials Passed At The Fourth G eneral 
Assembly Of The S ta te  o f  Iowa, W illiam  Ht M er r itt , (S ta te  P r in te r )
Iowa C ity , 1853» P» 72 ,



was sim ply  no lo n g er  a p p ro p ria te .

Thus goes th e  f i r s t  argument, a s im p le , d ir e c t  one. The 

second v e rs io n  i s  somewhat more d ev iou s in  n a tu re . Some peop le  f e e l  

th a t - th e  major reason fo r  changing th e  name o f  th e  town from K a n esv ille  

to  C ouncil B lu ffs  was a maneuver to  ensure th e  g a in in g  o f  th e  r a ilr o a d .  

The a c t  passed by th e  Iowa le g i s la t u r e  granted th e  M is s is s ip p i and 

M issouri R ailroad  Company a ch a rter  which provided th a t sa id  ra ilw ay  

would run from Davenport to  th e  C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Mhen passed th e  term  

Council. B lu ffs  meant th e  e n t ir e  area from K a n e sv ille  to  th e  mouth o f  

th e  P la t t e  R iver to  th e  south and to  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  what i s  now Fort 

Calhoun to  th e  n orth . P o s s ib le  cro ss in g s  fo r  th e  r a ilr o a d  la y ,  as  

l a t e r  surveys proved, a t  th e  s i t e  o f  th e  Mormon fe r r y  e a st  o f W inter 

Q uarters, a t  a p la ce  d ir e c t ly  w est o f K a n e sv ille , a t  T rader's P oint 

and a t a p la ce  ju s t  e a st  o f  th e  mouth o f  th e  P la t t e ,  In  an e f f o r t  

to  ensure th a t  th e  proposed route would pass d ir e c t ly  through t h e ir  

town th e  people got to g e th er  and renamed i t  C ouncil B lu ffs ;  hoping, by 

t h i s  p loy  th a t  th e  r a ilro a d  could then  be fo rced , i f  n ecessa ry , to  opt 

fo r  th e  rou te  most b e n e f ic ia l  to  th e  town. N oting th e  fer v o r  w ith  

which K a n esv U le 's  c i t iz e n s  had kept tra ck  of and p a r tic ip a te d  in  

r a ilr o a d  planning and sp e cu la tio n s  th e  l a t t e r  v iew  would not seem as 

fa r  out o f  l in e  as one might a t f i r s t  b e l ie v e .

R egard less o f  name, C ouncil B lu ffs  a n teced en ts had been hardy, 

tough to  k i l l  o u t. Though slow  to  g e t s ta r te d , th e  town which 

e v e n tu a lly  arose to  become C ouncil B lu ffs  dominated th e  e n t ir e  area  

fo r  a t  l e a s t  another two decades a f t e r  th e  Mormons departed , The town 

could have fo ld ed  up on.a number o f  o cca s io n s; two even ts in  p a r t ic u la r
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could have l e f t  i t  d eserted ; th e  departure o f  th e  Mormons and th e  %

lo s s  o f  th e  headquarters, sw itch in g  yards and rep a ir  shops o f  th e  

Union P a c if ic  in  th e  l a t e  i8 6 0 * s .  I t ■could e a s i ly  have never become 

a town a t  a l l ,  but ra th er  ju s t  another l i t t l e  v i l la g e  along th e  

m ighty M issouri or even have been abandoned com p letely .

Circum stances and fa te  played as im portant a r o le  in  th e  

cre a tio n  o f  C ouncil B lu ffs  p red ecessors as d id  i t s  n a tu ra l geographic  

lo c a t io n . Many were th e  even ts which looked as though th ey  would have 

l i t t l e  or no e f f e c t s  on th e  a rea , b u t, in  th e  end, con trib u ted  major 

elem ents to  th e  growth o f  th e  s i t e .

From fu r tra d in g  p o s ts , Indian v i l l a g e ,  army b lockhouse, 

m ission ary  church, temporary r e s t in g  p la c e , t in y  v i l l a g e ,  to  major 

f r o n t ie r  town, C ouncil B lu ffs  grew. For a quarter o f  a century she 

dominated th e  e n t ir e  area; i t  r iv a le d  any town on th e  M issouri R iver  

above S t ,  L ou is , except Independence as a jum p-off p o in t fo r  westward 

m ig r a tio n s , People from a l l  p arts  o f  th e  n a tion  and Europe passed  

through her p o r ta ls , headed w e st. Some stayed  and s e t t le d  th e  land; 

thousands rounded out t h e ir  o u t f i t s  w ith  n ecessary  purchases and many 

gathered an e n t ir e  o u t f i t  fo r  th e  journey westward a t K a n e sv ille -  

C ouncil B lu f f s ,

Though secondary to  her u p sta rt young neighbor to  th e  w est,

Omaha, in  modern t im e s , C ouncil B lu ffs  and her forerunners played an 

im portant r o le  in  th e  developm ent o f  th e  area and o f  th e  e n t ir e  W est,

Her h is to r y  i s  d eep ly  in ter tw in ed  in  tho development o f  th e  e n t ir e  West 

fo r  which she was a s ta r t in g  p la ce  fo r  th e  migrant and base camp fo r  

tr a n sp o r ta tio n  and communication system s. Her p a st, h o p e fu lly ,, w i l l



151

not be forgotten ?  her r ich  h is to r y  and h e r ita g e , o fte n  n eg lec ted  in  

th e  p a s t , should be a source o f  p rid e and u n ity  fo r  th e  c i t y  o f  

C ouncil B lu f f s ,  Iowa*
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