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Chapter 1 1

Introduction

Before muking a study of the social life of a particular
area it is esoential to classify the area as to type and char-
.acter with reference to the surrounding area. (?Qrious inter-
protations are given the terms "community" and "neighborhood™,
the terms often being used synonymously. %The term "suburb"®,
"é oomparatively.recent sooiological term, is also 0peo to di-
verse interpretation.) Thus in order to systematize the vari-
ety of terms only those interpretations will bo-analyzed which
seem t0 apply most directly to the area studied.

Chccording to Re. D.vMDKenziaf ihe neighborhood is & term
.synonymous with the term community. The neighborhood, as he
oefines it, bas three characteristic elements: spacial prox-
imity to soms focus of attention; physical or cultural différ-
ehtiacion from surrounuing areas; ana intinacy of wussociation
among the inhebitunts of the areas)

. | S—

‘Elliott and lerrill carry the third element characteris-
tic of the community still further in‘defining tiie community

in terms of its tendency to act together in &ll matters which

1
#The Neighbornood", Amsrican Journal of Seciology, Vol. XXVII
ps 4. .

€

Social Disorganization, pe. 24.
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directly concern the group. It would seem that as fewer
matters directly concern the group of people in the come-
munity over a period of time the area is in the process
of losing its identity. Insofar as these.matteré are ese
gsential to the social welfare of the group, the groﬁp is
undargoing g process of social disorgsnization.)

(A "community of interests".is‘another basic consid-
eration in determihing whether or not an aggregation of peo-
ple may be classified as & community, according to Je. F.
Soeinerf)

(/Gr0wth in size seems to be one of the goals of the av-
ersge small community. The expanding popmlation of the city
‘makes the goal an &Ctuulity, since "expansion first follows
natural gatewéys. « o dCtual growth conseguently procesds by
& series of radial thrusts along these linmes of least resist-
ance."2 Traditional community life tends to be destroyed &as
it becomes fused with tke metropolitan district. If the
corrunity is not able to maintain its own independent politi-
cal and/or econoric machinery it is absorbed by thé larger
'céntral city. This situation seems to be particularly true

of the residential community which has no means of subsistence

1
mhe American Community in Action, p. 24.

b4
Douglass, K. P., "Suburbs", Encyclopaedia of the Social Sci--
ences, p. 4cd.
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except the adjacent city. The commmnity primurily composed
of oity worker; is defined as & residential suburd, from the
urban soc;ologist's viewpoint.l

He Paul Douglass defines the residential suburb as ome
whioh has less wage earmers than the parent city and omne in
which there is élighte: congestion of living ¢onditions and
speclialization upon the aoctivitles and interests involved
in consumption.f?

From the standpoint of this stuiy,(?rofgssor Douglass!?
most recent analysis of the suburb is pertinent:)

(}The metropolitan district typically includes a rural
fringe of intensified agricultural production catering to
olty markets. « .S0ciologically speakinge. o opoliticual sta-
tus is no finai criterion of & suburb, which should include
all aresas, whether located withinm erwithout citj boungar-
les, that reflect tne basic suburban c,h::xr-cu:t.erist;;i.cs.“'5

C. E. Lindeman4differentiates suburos from other types
of é;mmunities.' He states that suburban inhabitants of a
éommunity.maintéin & aual citizenship, their chief eéouom—

ic, commercial, or political interests being outside tke

!
Ibid,
2
The Suburban Trend, pp. 87, 89, 90,
3
Douglass, "Suburbs", Op. cit.
4 , e

The Community, p. 347.
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guburb. Contrary to Douglass' contention that the aisinte-
grating influence of the urban mode of life result$ in the
heterogeneity of the suburb, Lindeman beliesves that the sub=-
urb is likely to suffer from oo much homogenoity. This dif-
ference seems ﬁé depend upon the siza ahd character both of
the suburb and the central city.l

A "residential suburban community" may be défined as a
local group of people living in a metropolitan area whioch
shares Important interests and activities; and is more con-
cerned abcut those things which it has in common than about

A 2
those things wherein 1t differs.d)

L2 E 222222 83 0
- .
1 e.s ,f:‘q,_'ﬁ-- [

_Tﬁa~present»study»will attempt to record observed phe-

-norena in the light of the broader classifications given
4 £ s

F R

above. The‘étudy“{s an attempt to present a fumctionsl study
of the contemporary life of « residential swburbsn commnity
in the lignt of trenas observable inm it auring the past halfw
century, with’particular emphasis on the trends auring the
past quartér of a century.ﬁ

1
Cf. Chapter X

&

Cf. Queen, Seds, "What is a Community?", Social Forcesg, Pp.
381 and Gillen, J. Se., and Blackmar, Fe We, Outlines of Soc-
.LQ_.LQﬂ. P 17,

3

Cf. Lynd, Re S, snd He M., Middletown, Introduction.
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(&rbup behuvior is reflected in the suburban trend; in
the heterogeneity and howogeneity of the group's interests;
in economic specialization of the suburb. This behavior may
be descriled in terms of historical trends; community activ-
ities of a political. educational, and recreational nature;
and in the pathological conditionsty
The analogical approach is basic to the study, since a
great deal of material pertaining to Omsha is available with
respact to the suburb of Benson, The suburd selected is,
however, distinctly different in character from the other re-
sidential suburbs of the city in that it combines the rural
character of the country village and the urﬁan aspects of the
metropolitan sub-center of trade. The commnity must there-
fore be compared with suburbs in other metropolitan areas.
Since growth in size is a characteristic of the residen-
tial suburb, both the historical and statistical methods
will be empioyeu. & guantitative analysis of the activities
of the comrmunity in terms of institutional pwzrticipation is
mude, as well as measurement of the institution's 00n£ribu~
tion to the mejor life-activitiesvof the community.
The case method as & cross-sectional view of the various
institutions with particular reference to a particular area

is used.



'The ecological method is also employed in the study.
By the use of this method the spacial and temporal aspects
of the community are odbjectified. The map.lused not only
shows luter-relations between societal phenomena within
the community, but also forms a basis for comparison with
similar phenomena in the city as & whole, and for compari-
son with the other suburbs of the city.

CECEBEES R R %S

One limitation of the study 1ies'in»the fact that it
fails to reveal to a sufficient degree the historico-devel-
opmental aspects of each institutionsl form anslyzed. An-
cther limitation, that it does not sufficiently bring into
relief the myriad relationships existing betweern the insti-
tutions. Because the complexity of inferarelationships be-~
tween the ‘institutions makes it very necessary to secure or-
derly proceedure in presentation of the data, it is diffi-
cult to give as much attention to the subject of institution-
al inter-dependency, and fﬁnctional correlation,'as should
be given. 

The study also fails to measure attitudes of the people
of the community except in aﬁ incidental way. %<he existence
of very few patnological conuitions in the community seemea
t0 make & detailou analysis unnecessary. omphnasis was placed
instead on the gradually developing community inertia, grow-

1
Qf. Pps 60, -



ing out of the loss of identity of the commnity.

The problem of presenting the community as a normal or
average commnity, merely because of the absence of-acute
.pathological conditions presents itself. Just as thére is
no such thing as a "normal™ or "average" individual from the
psychologist's'viewpoint. neither can there be a "mormal" or
"average" group. Yet the psychologist has given us the “nor-
mal curve" in its various manifestations, and the sociologist
is following his technique is studyingbnot only pathologically
abndnmal groups‘in society, but all social groupings.

lf & soclal group, Or community, is arbitrarily taken
from the social milieu to be amalyzed the choice of the com-
runity for such a study is a problém confronting the investi-
gator. The individuel community is "representative of noth-
ing but itself" only when the social»investigator presents
societal facts about the community which are not in accord

with extant sociological datae.



Chapter II 8

Historical Aspects Prior to 1897

In 1857.Itha same year in which the city of Omaha was
incorporated, Military Road was laid out by ;he federal
government., This road ran north-west, starting at 45th and
Grant Streets and ending at what is now the city limits,
72nd and Boyd Streets. It was this road which determined
‘fhe location of the future village of Benson, Nebraska.

Military Road, later renamed Military Avenve, was pur-
posely‘laid out to run over the high'ground, 3o that the
enmigrants and freighters going west could have a good view
of_the surrounding country as a protection against Indian
surérise. A part of the original Overland Trzil, the Road
linked Omaha and Fort Calhoun. It was a common sight in
those early days to see soldiers from the government posts
marching’aiong the. Dighway e

The fertile, well-drained land nesr the Road and sbout
nine miles from the little trading post. of Omsha was quickly
sought for homestead land by the Scandinavians. Scotch, Irish
and English who came westward in the eightiss. The "buffalo
pasture™ was soon plowed under by these thrifty folk. Dairy-
irg and ralsing large grains andbcorn were the main agricul-

tural pursuits. Neither the cloud of grasshoppers in '67



nor the blizzards and prairie fires discouraged these hardy

homesteaders. In the seventies they formed a small school

- xnown as the Sheelay school.

To accomodautle farmers and emigrants, a small trading
pbst was started. It was alsd,theusocial center of the
cdmmunity. where news of the day was brought to the farmers
by emigrants passing through, and where opinions were ex-
changed zbout Civil Service Reform, the Boer Wars, Grover
Clevqland's policies, and the practibility of the Brooklyn
Bridge. By 1887 aight;families, comprising 25 or 30 peo-
ple, haa settled along Military Road and t0 tie West.

During the year un early Omcha settler, Jobn De. Creigh-
ton, sold his 900 acre farm to Erastus 4. Bemson, who had
recently moved from Iowa. The north-east and north-west
quarters of section twelve were purchased Jenuary 15, 1867,
and later the same year the rest of the section was trans-
ferred to lir. Benson as trustee.

The. land for the first school house, built in 1890,
was éiven by Mr. Benson. The one-room building had two
teachers and twenty pupils, ﬁé. Benson also built the towm
hall where church services and commnity gatherings were held.
The town hall used to stand at 62nd Street and Military Aven-
ue, then liayne Street and ¥ilitary Road.

The sume year, 1890, the founder of Benson donated the
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jand for the St. James Orphanage, a Catholic institution,
whioh started with an enrollment of 75 boys.

In 1887, the same year that the section of land owned
by Mr. Benson was plotted, the founder of the village was
granted a franchise for §he Benson Motor Railway Company.

The steam car, which operated between 4éthe and Grant, then
the clty limits of Omaha, and Mayne and Military Road, looked
much 1like the trains of an earlier reriod. Later during the

sa® year a horse-car was used in place of the steam cur.

During 1890 =nd 1691 « Chicugo syndicute, with W. E.
Crary «s local agent, got control of Halcyon £eights addi-
tion. In conjunction with lr. Bensom, the symdicate formed
tha Benson a.n&'Halcyon Heignts Street Railway Company. On
Odﬁober 11, 1891 the street car tram made its first run, ex-
tending the earlier run to Bsth Streec.l-mhe company bought
its electiic power from the Omuha Stiaet Réilway Company .

By 1892 sixty houses had been built. A four-room school
houss was erected to replace the 0ld school which had burned
in 1891. At this time there were 143 children of school age
in the community.

During 1892 the Benson Methodist Episcopal Church was or-
gsnized. Twenty peonle comprised the first congregation, which
was inter-denominational.

During the year ir. Benson arranged with Buffalo Jones

to bring a herd of 30 or 40 buffalo to the town. The herd was

8tockaded in the village for about « year and & half. Admis-
1
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sion was charged, and people from Omaha and surrounding towns
“flocked to see the "vanishing herd".

On Decemver 4, 1897, the Douglas County board of commis-
sionars took up the mattei‘ of incorporvating the village. At
ﬁhis time there were spproximately <00 residents. The petition
of incorporation was granted, and the boundaries of the village

were ostablished.



Chapter Il 12

Population snalysiss

Growth
By using the boundaries set at the incorporation of Bemson
1 )
a8 a village in 1897 it is possible to determine the density of

&
population of the areas The total population of the area is

11,466, und the square mileugs 1s 1.53; or there are 7,363.3
‘people per syuare mile. There .is & relatively even distridution
of population ovér_the area, with sparser settlement beyond the

city limits.

The table beiow shows a discrepancy between the population
growth in the decade 1910-1920, since Benson became annexed to
Omaha in 1917, and at that time Benson Precinct was reduced to
ayproximately one-fourth its originél size.

Tabls 12

Comparison of Population
Increase in Omaha and Benson

1900 1910 fer cent] 1920 Fer cent| 1930 Fer cent
ncreass ' Increase nerense
Omaha {102,5500%4,090 21.0 91,601] 54.4 £14,006| 11.7

Benson :

Precincft 4,361 1,145] . 1,731 o6

Benson * *

City 510| 5,170 | 16.0 | 5,175 |6.1 | 11,266| 45.4
3,887**| o9

&
Boundariess east, Hzna Streety north, south, ana west, city
linits. Ctf. liap, Pe 604

2
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth United States Census
figures, 1900-1920+ .

L : ' £ 3

Renson Times (estimates) The asmericanzyBenson", p. 524.
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Two ten year periods show a substantial increase over
. the preceéding decades. The 1900-1910 porulation increase
was 5 per cent‘less than the population increase in Omaha.
Ths 1920-1900 iucrease lo Benson was 18.3 per cent more than
in Omsahs; the suburbun trend was becoming more pronounced.
Omaha bud almost doubled its populanion be tween 1910 and 1920,
largely because of the inclusion of three suburbs by canexa-
tion. During this period Benson had experienced a population
iﬁcrease of approximately 6 per cent.

According to estimates in the Benson giggé, the community
newspaper, thers was & population increase of 8 per cent between
1922 and 1924; 8.1 per cent, between 1924 and 1926; 5.7 per cent,
be tween 1926 and 1928; 8.0 per cent betwsen 1928 and 1930.

From 1900 to 1920 Benson has had an increase of 452.,6 per
cent and Omsha, an increase of 47.9 per cent. "For the 85 met-
ropolitan districts listed in the.Unitad States census of 1930
the suburbs showed an increase in population of 39.2 per cent
during the precegding decade, more than twice that of both non-
suburban cities snd central cities of similar size. This was
an acceleration of the tendency of the decade 1910-1920."1

School snrollment is & goca index of & residential suburb's
ropulation incresse. From 1928 t0 1934 there hus been a &7 per
cent increase in scnool enrolilmsnt. altoough Graph I inuicatés

1
He Ps Douglass, "Suburbs", Op. Cites Do 433e



& slight decrease in enrollment
as compared with the past six
years, the group of elementary
school and high school age makes
up the lurgest age group in the
community, thus indicating a
.distinct'general population in-
CreaBes.

There has been approximate~
ly an identical inerease in Pop~
ulation and in public school en-
rollment from 1920 to 1930. VThis
aspect of population growth ident-
ifies the community as residential
as to tyre.

| The disproportionate increase
: 1n\h1gh school snrollment over elemen-
tary school enrollment is accounted
for by the fact that the high school
has drawn more students from outside
the community of Benson since about

four yeurs ago.

1922
1924
1926
1928

1200

1100 =
'].000‘,
9 [o]e)

8oo

300
200

Graph 1

14

34

193 .

loe (//»~—~4////

Enrollment in Five
Benson Public Schools

1922 to 1934

Benson Junior
and Senior High

Benson Vest
Rose Hill
Monroe
Adams

et e

e ——————
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Population Analysis
Composition and Character

Benson may be classified as a "district of low segre-
- 1
gation, one nationality predominant". The disiridbution of

foreign bora, as shown by Table 1I, is & good ‘index to the

foreign churacter of the community.
1
Table II (a)
Distribution of the For-
eign Born in Benson, &n Analysis of
Four Public School Districts (1930-31)

Name of Total Of Foreign Parentege

School Enroll- - Bumber - Per cent
ment
All schools 1,770 270 15.8 (average)
Benson Rest 763 126 16.5
Adams 177 28 15.8
Monroe 294 5 11.9
Rosehill 536 81 15.1

Table II (b)

Name of Name of Predominating Nationality Per cent
School Country Hunmber PFer cent Total

4All schools 78

Benson VWest  Denmark 25 19.8 Sed

Adams Denmark 14 50.0 749

Monroe Sweden 12 4.3 4.1

Rosehill Denmark 17 21.0 Be2

1 o

TeEeSullenger, Studies in Urban Sociology, rpe 80, 81l.
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Of the 1,770 children enrolled in the four public ele-
mantary schools of the community, 270.'or 15,3 per cent,lhave
foreign born psrents. Of this number <8.7 per cent are Scan~-
dinawiahs; the predominant natiomal group. In this group 56

df the parents (or one parent) were born in Denmurk, ana 12,

in Sweden.

e

According to the 1930 United.States census, 10.5 per cent
. b4
of the population of the community is foreign born. There-

fore there are more foreign born parents in proportion to na-
tive born parents as compared with the total number of foreign
born in the community in proportion to the native whites. .
Of the total population of the community, 11,266, there
are 3,137, or 27 per cent of foreign or mixed parentage. The
predominant group, with 6,931, or 61.5 pef cent of the popula-

tion, is of native stock. Negroes comprise 1.15 per cent of the
e .
population,

Distribution of age groups and sexes is a basis for the

study of the domestic life of & community. Bensonm may be
3 _ _
termed & "young community, since the age group over &5 come

prises only ©6.9 per cent of the population.
1
1
Te Es» Sullenger, op. cit., footnote, p. 81, "The arithmetical
average, £6.05 per cent, is taken as the point of division in
the study of foreigm born &S showa by an anulysis of the pub=-
lic school districts".

2Cf. Table III

3

Cf. P. ie Sorokin and C. C. Zimmerman, Principles of Rural and
Urbsn Sociology, pp. 546-548.,
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The age group between 5 and 20 comprises 29 per cent of
the total pobulation. The population of school age in turee
school disnfﬁcts (Rosehill, adams, and Benson West) is 2,790;
the total mumber of homes represented is 1,303, wn average of
£e14 chilaren per rumily having. children.l

Thellargest'age group in the community is from 5 to 14

'years of age and comprises 20.4 per cent of the total population.
2
The smallest age groups are between 15 and 24 and 65 and over.
3
. Graph 11
Distribution of the Age Periods

1l

Omaha Public School Census, 1934.
P

Cfe Table 111,
3

United States Census, 1930,
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| The ratio of males and females distinguishes the com=~
1
munity as typically residential. Of the total population,

'48.6 per cent are males and 51.3 per cent are females.

1
Sorokin wund Zimmerman, Qpe. cite.



Classification of the Total Population
in Benson According to Sex, Race, and Age

-Potal Yopulation
. Total Voting Population
Population Under 21
Sex:

Males

Female s
Race:

Colored

Native Parentage

Foreign or
Mixed Parentuage

Foreign born whites
Under 5

5 to 14

15 to 26

£l to 24

256 to 4

35 to 44

45 to 64

65 and over

1
United Staztes Census,

-~ Table III

Number
11,266

1930.

6,779

4,487

5,486

5,780

13

6,931

626
1,973
1,921
1,761

495

1

19

Per cant

60.2
39.7
48.6
B1l.3
1.1

61.5

&7.8
1043
10.7
20.4
‘8eb
5.5
17.5
17.0
15.6

4.3



Chapter IV <0
- -Community Organization; Recreational

In 1926, through the efforts of the Benson Improvement -
Cludb, a gymnasium was added to the Benson Commnity Hall.
Previous to this time community recreational activities had
been held in the suditoriums of various fraternal organiza~
tions and in the churches.

From 1926 to 1930 a schedule was drawn up by the city recre-
ational board for the meeting of the various organizations in
Benson. Three representatives were sent to the mestingsof the
Omaha Community Center Council, and directors of community activ-
ities &t the community gymnasiﬁﬁ were selected by the Council,
usually from the community itself.

Because a local organization could more efficiently sched-
ule the activities of tne various orgunizations, according to
the viewpoint of the city commissioners, a Community Hall Board
was organized, with one of the community ministers as chairman.
In 1930 the Board was organized; it was composed of fifteen rep-
resentatives of educational, religious, fraternal, social, and
business groups in Benson.

The Benson_Community Building Association was organized as
a part of the city-wide federal plan of recreational centers in

1933+ Under the present plan, more sctivities are offered, the



1
number participating is ébnsiderably larger, and the area from
which the participants are drawn is larger than in the local
arrangensnt. However, a‘statistical comparison is not possible
ginge no record was kept of the number of participants in the
loéal recreational project. |

As in’ths other centers throughcut the city, there are
five divisions in the program Of activities in the Bemson Com-
munity Center. They are Brama. handicraft, physical education,
msic, and s0cial recreation. Those participuating come from
a larger area then do those of sy other center: s far west
as Irvinton, and as fuar east &as the Walnut Hill dist;ict (40th
and Hemilton Streets.)

Attendahce at the Center comprises between one-sixth and
one-seventh of the members attending at all eight centers,

The comparatively larger enrollment, according to the director
end others connected with the activities of the Center, 1s due
to three factors. The Benson Center draws from a larger area
than any other Center in the city; the community, having prev-
iously organized a Center, was educated to the program, this
situation being aided by the distinct community "spirit"s the
fact that the leadership was not only drawn from the community
but from the group which had been connected with the Benson
somrunity Huall board.

4in attempt is made by the leaders of the Building Associa=-
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tion to interpret and to anticipate the need and interests
of the comnnmity. Therefore an analysis of the attendance
by groups at the Benson Center in comparison with the ac-
tivity groups of all eight centers throughout the city should
reveal the interests peculiar to the communi_ty of Benson,

‘The first week of the federal plan during 1935 there was
an enrollment of 1,246 adults and 2,703 children, with an in-
615ase in enrollment after thirteen weeks of 6 per cent and
7.2 per cent respectively. The table below indicates that at-
tendance in the drama, physical educution, and social recrea-
-tion groups was lower than for the eight centers, while attend-
ance in the handicraft groups and music groups was higher. The
unusually large enrollment in ths music group is dugs to the
fact that the Center carries on musical activities im a paroche

v_iél school.
' Table 1V

Comparison of Attendance by Groups
&t the Benson Cowmmnity Center and
Other Centers for Thirteen Weeks

Group Attendance at the Attendance at (round

Benson Center Other Centers  nuribers)
Number Fer cent Number Per cent

Total 47,904 299,000

Drama 3,855 8.0 33,000 11.0

Eandicraft 9,877 20.5 57,000 19.0

Fhysical 16.419 3249 104,000 K7

Education

Music 11,457 2349 28,000 9,3

Social 6,296 13.1 77,000 25.4

Recreation
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~ Benson has:had a branch library since 1923. Previous
to this time a library was housed in a store building. With-
- 'in ‘& few weeks of the establishment of a branch library in
the Community Hall, there were 358 regular borrowers, and ap-
proximately 1,000 books. In 1934 there were 61,669 books
‘éhedkeu out of the library, an average of 5,139 per month.
The library is at present open three days a week, and a total
of £1 hours a week. Since the table below does mot include
renewal of library aards, the figures indicate that new regis-
trations have increased in proportion to p0pulation increase
in the communitye Of course it is impossible to determine the
area from which borrowers come. - There has been approximately
the same rate of increase in registrations throughout the elev=-
en yoear period with an 8 per cent 1nqrease of Juvenile regis-
trations bver adult reglistrations at the present time.

l
Table V

Lidbrary Cafd‘Registrations at the Bensom
Branch Library Library, by Three Year Periods

1923-1925 1926-1928 1929-1931 1932-1934

Total 1,708 =~ 2,587 2,626 2,669
Juvenile 1,083 1,411 1,352 1,416
Adult 625 1,176 1,284 1,253

1l _
Recoras, Benson Branca Library, 1923-1934.
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Since the age group from § to 14 comprises 20.4 per cent
of the population of the commmunity, it is to be expected that
there will be many educatiomal and recreational activities
for children. Participation in activities for children pro-
vided by the Community Assocition has been discussed. It is
.of course impossible to determine the number of children from
the immediate community who attend these classes.

It has ohly been in the yast decade that "character-build-
ing" organizations huve been available to chilaren of the com-
munity. In 1906 a Boys' Gym Club was active for a short tima.
In 1926, when ths gymmasium was adaeed to the Community Hall, a
boys!? Basketball_league comprising four or five church teams
was organized. A Benson Boys' Band, sponsored by the Benson
Commercial Club, also continued for a short time.

In 1927 the Benson Wbman's Club sponsored playground aste-
tivities for children of the community. .In the summer of 1934
the Community Association conducted a playground‘at the new
Benson Park. The next summer a golf'club was orgemized for'
adults.

There are approximately 400 members in children's organ-
izatiors which bave paying mermberships. Since these o:ganiza-
tions draw members almost entirely from the commmnity, it is

possible to estimate that about one in five children between



the ages of 5 and 14 are members of organizations which have
paying memberships. |

There are six Girl 8cout Troops in Benson, with 142 mem-
bers. They have all been organized since 1928. The Brownies,
an organization for younger girls, has four Packs‘, all of
which have been organized since 1920, and a total of 93 mom-
bers. |

There are four Boy Scout ‘l‘roopé in Benson, with 128 mem-
bers. The oldest omne, 'organize'd in 1918, was disbanded in
1933 and its members absorbed by the other four troops. Three
troups are 3ponsoied by Benson churches; a fourth is sponsored
by the Benson american legion Post.

in 1930 there were 45 members from Benson in the boy's

department of the Y. Me Co de

SLESBUEAREERGEEE

1l
In 1931 a study was made of the employment of leisure

time in 835 families which had children en;'olled in Benson
High school. These families represented aboutl,000 high
school students, approximately &ll of wl;mm came from the
community of Benson.

The study showed that "the aversge time spent in recre-
ation each day was about three hours, which was utilized in
1

Eva Jones, "Abstract of a Study of Family Recreation", News
letter, Febr., 1935.
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driving, listening to the radio, fishing, geardening, reading,
gol1lf, and baseball, arranged in order of frequencye o +0f
thess B35 families 593, or 73.2 per cent spent their vaca-
tion together on auto trips. « .The amount of money spent
each month for recreation varied from 25 cents to $4.00 per
individual, the average amount being 80 cents, or $3.00 to
$10.00 per family, depsnding om the size of the family".

SRCHRBRRBERD

Commercizalized recreation has existed in Benson since
its incorporation as a village. In 1885 Teitz Park, a beer
garden, was started, and in 1888 NMilitary Park, an amuse-
ment park of the same type was begun. The formsr park was
located on the outskirts of the villuge snd attracted msny
Cmahans, although it was under village ordinance. Military
Park, locatea in the village, was closed in 1902, after a
brawl had occurrea in which & man was murdered.

In 1908 a ball park was built at 52nd and ilaple Streets
by a fraternal organization. In 1911 a bowling alley was
started and was maintained a short while.

The first moving picture theater came to Benson in 1913.
Since that time four different theaters have existed in the
comrmunity. In the early 1900's stock companies played tc vile
lage audiences. The newly organized Commercial Club brovght

a chautaugua company to the village in 1908.
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- At no particular time during tha commnity®s existence
has there been a marked incresse in the number of social or-
ganizatibns for adultse. Fraternal organizations existed, on

the whole, previous to the educational or hobby type of club;
men's organizations existed before women's; social clubs have
‘been the shortest-lived. ’

Benson Lodge,‘lnterhational Order of Odd Fellows, was
the first fr;ternal order organized in Benson. It was insti-
tuted in 1894 and in 1905 a lodge hall was completed. Affil-
iated organizations includes Belle Rebekah Lodge (1912); Ex-

~celsior Encampment (1927); and Ladies' Auxiliary Euncampment
(1927).

'Benson Camp, Modern Woodman of America, the only Camp
from Nebraska, was organized in 1899, 1In 1915 it dedicated
~the Community Hall. Royal Neighbors Kensington was organized
in 1912.

The Omaha-Bensor Woman's Club was organized and federat-
6d in 1910. This was originally an afternoon Kensgingtonm, with
twelve rembers. Departments of the club include: rusic, 1lit-
eraturs .and drama, American home, spsech education. Among
its activities in behalf of the community =sre: the baby clin-
ic, & branch Iibr;ry, and pubiic playground.

‘Jobn J. kercer Lodge, Order of Masons, was instituted in

1914. In 1926 the Benson Masonlc Lodge was dedicated. 'Affil-
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iated organizgtions are: the Delta Chapter, Royal Arch Masons;
Narcissus Chapter (1917); Order of the Eastern Star; Girls' Or-
‘dor 6f Muses.

: 4dlthough the Benson members of the american legion had
held separate meetings for a yeur, they did not obtain their
charter until the present year. The Post has sponsored a Boy
Scéut Troop since 1927; |

| Danish Brotherhood and Sisterhood was organized in 1914
in Benson and at present includes psople outside the commun-
i1ty. The Assembly of Danish Women is active in Bemson also.

The other local clubs in existence at the present time
are: the Floral Arts Stﬁdy Club, the Benson Gardem Club, the
Benson branch of the Women's Christian Temperance Union, and
v \
the Spanish War Veterans and Auxiliary. The Merchant's Bowl-
ing lesague plays in competition with other bowling teams of

the city.

EXZEEEBEEERERE

The majority of clubs in Benson which have become defunct
haré been replaced by city-wide clubs of Cmaha, as well as
more recently organized clubs in the communitye.

Benson kagles, a fraternal organizgtion, was started ia
1905, In 1908 the organization built an auditorium, which ~
burned in 1911, when the members disbanded. The club conduct=
edlmany social affulrs, was active in welfare work, and spon-

sored a ball parke In 1909 it had a membership of 300.
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It 1s not always possible to trace the existence of the
~many clubs which have sprung up in the community from their
iiitiétion to their dissolution. The following clubs include
only the date or dates at which they wers most actives Boys®
' Gym Club (1906), Dancing Club (1907), Benson Dramatic Company
(1908), Piano Students® Clud (1909), Benson Brass Band (1909-1928),
Benson Gym Club (1910), Bemson Gun Ciub (1910), Bemson Ladies
Bowling league (1927-1930), Benson Boys' band (1928). Between
1900 and 1921 five soocial clubs were zlso in existence. Not-
ices of their activities were always in the community newspaper,

and consisted in dancing and whist.

Particularly since 1928, when the local newspaper came un-
der new management, less attention has been given to news of &
purely social naturs. DPersonals are as brief as possible. Im-
personality of am urban flavor seems to have invaded the com=
munity newspapery which was formerly replete with local gossip
and detailed accounts of soclal events which ars now recordsd
by the cify papers and often copisd by the commnity papersy eve

en as some news stories of more general nature.
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Community Organization: Educational

Organized effort to obtain school improvementslfirst de-
velbped tarough the Improvement Club, organized in 1914. 1In
1924 tﬁé Benson School Association was organized to "muintain
ahd‘deveiop better conditions in Benson's schools". Represent-
'atives frcm-the‘ﬁenson Zlementary Parent-Teacher Organization,
started in 1914. the Benson WOman's‘CIub, and the Commercial
Clud, together with others interested in the community problem,
met primarily to discuss means of retaining the high school,

.which was in danger of being closed. In 1926 a mew high school
was built.»largely through the efforts of the association.

When the high schooi was built, the Parent-Tsacher Organiz-
ation comprising 811 the schools was dissolved, and separate or-
éanizations in each school took its place. In 1934 the high
school Parent-Teacher Association was dissolved, and & Booster's
Club took its place. This organization 1s comprised of leading
merchants and professional men of the commnity, and its first
act was to raise money for an athletic field and stadiuﬂ£.

RerersasRRE*

St..Bernard's Parochial school was bullt in 1913, and has

an attendance of about 200 students., It is conducted by the

‘Sisters of Mercy.
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Commmnity Organizations Polltical

In 1898, the year after Benson was incorporated as a vil-
iagag fhe first olsction was held. For two decades Benson had
a separate political exiStenca.

| Because of Benson's closeness to the metropolis of Omsha
it gradually availed itself of the cheaper and less antiguated
utilities which the city offered. This ssems to have been the
important factor in the final annexatior of Benson to Omaha in
1917.

In 1907 the first clty election was held. The following
‘year the city became a second class sity of more than 1,000
and less than 25,000 population. It huad a full set of city of-
ficers; msyor, council, énd'policé magistrate. At this time
prevailing sentiment was aginst annexation.

The struggle to obtain civic improvemsnts began in 1902
when a Committee of Public Improvements was formed. Electric
lights took the place of gas lamps auring the year, with the
power bought from Omahas In 1905 the first water muins were
laid, and in 1913 the village hud its own water-works and sew-
age system. The volunteer fire derartwent was also orgunized
in 1902, After two years of agltastion for better equipment
and a fire Pall in which to house the equipment, ths Community

Hall was built in 1915, Above the fire hall was the "Library
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Haliﬁ, where official msetings were-held and the city records
kept. PFriendly relations existed between the Omaha and Ben-
gou fire departments, the Benson department being invited to
the city department's soéial affair annually.

The Benson and Halcyon Heights Street Rallway Gowpany1
was turned over to the Omaha Street Railway Company in 1904
provided it would make ten-minute runs. However, the promise
was poorly kept, and the irregular street car service has been
the d&pair‘of the commnity until recent years when heavier
traffic on Benson cars has madé good service imperative.

EReRERRER R kR

Although a need for a playground was voiced in 1911, it
was not until 1918 that one was established. A woman was put
in charge of the activities for children. In 1927 the Benson
Woman's Club sponsored a4 playground again. In 1931 the city
of Omaha purchased 145 acres of land north-west of Bonson for
park grounds.2 Benson Park, as it was named, has a lagoon and
é golf course, and is extemsively landscaped. The Park was
first utilized for commnity recreationul activities by feder-
al funds in 1934.a During the summer of 1935 a golf associa-
tion was organized, and the Benson Garden Club held its first
garden show on the park grounds.
1

Cf. Chapter II.

8Gf. Map, ps 60

e
" Cf. Chapter IV.
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In 1911 there was & little opposition to annexation of
~ Bemson to Omaﬁa. especially by residents in West Bemson who
feared that annexation would bring high taxes. lIn 1913 pub-
lio opinion‘was for annexation. A Benson Times editoriﬁl of
this year stateds "Ammexation is inevitable. We shalllevan-
tually.be drawn into Omaha with or without our consent. I8
it, then, not plain to every citizen that we mist make haste
to;obtaln our municipal improvements while we may?“l
Annexation of Benson took place May 25, 1917, Because

of the World War activities, the amnexation was carrisd

through very quietly. The Esnson Times makes no cormment on

the event, and a column called "News from the City"™ contin-

ues to run in the paper as usuall

SR EREEESE RSN

Participation in the civic affairs of the commnity may
be analyzed frar a number ef standpoints. The growth of the

Improvement Club and the Commercial Club is one importunt as-
2
pecte Another is participation in votinge. Political activi-
3

ties in the community reveal few pathological aspectis.
'No record was kept of the returns in tie first formal vile
lage election in 1898« In 1910 ome of the Omzha newspapers

carried this commsnt, which was copied by the Bensom Timess
;October f4, 1913,

2Cf. Chapters V and IX.

3Cf. Chapter X.



34
"ﬁill a fat man or a lsan man be elected muyor of Benson?
That is the gquestion that is racking the brains of those who
are interested in the political situation 0f the thriving
suburb. A republican slate has been made and a democratic
8late has been made, and the candidates for office on both
tickets are so popular that it is almost impossidle for vot-
ers, who will elect a ticket, to decide who they would rath-
or'see in office." But not many vo@ars "elected a ticket"
‘that year, for the total vote was only 700 and the voting pop-
ulation was estimated at 20.000 to 30,000 in Bensom Precinct, -
In 1918 there were only 500 registrants and 411 ballots cast.

Candidates who filed for the office of meyor usually rep-
-resented three factions in the town: the fraternal organiza-
tions, the churches, and ths saloons. However, other individ-
vals filed who represented no particular group, and often won
in the election.

Interest in extra-community representation was a little
gstronger than in local politicse There has been either a -
Dsmocratic or a Republican Club in the community prior to an-
nexation, according to the party in power in the state legis-
lature. The party organization takes 1n‘the whole wara at
present, which includes the area within the city which &s as
large again as the original village boundarias.1

1
Cf. Map of Benson, pe 60



Pievlous to the 1924 presidential election a Coolidge
Club was formsd, the only organization of its kind which has
existed in the community.

Since annexation a great deal of feeling has been aroused
over the high taxes, which were of course higher tﬁan the tax-
es levied by the village to the extent of about 400 per cent.
A dépéndence upon city officiais for administration of local
problems was seen wheﬁ the city commissioners suggested a Ben-
son Building Assooclation board in 1930.1

An analysis of participation in the last election was made
which shows a continued disinterést in public affairs. The to-
tal votiné population in the area which was the original village
of Banson is 6,779.2

Table VI3

Community Farticipation
in the 1934 City Election.

Number Per cent

Total Voting Population 6,779
Number of Voters Registered 4,654 68.0
Primary Election (august) 2,297 33.8
General Election (November) 39743 5546

1

Cf. pe 20,

2

Cf. p. 19.

3

Election Records, 1934, Douglas County Court House.
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The number-of voters registered indicates a distinct con-n
sciousness of civic responsibility which would probably compare
févorably with other sections of the city. As 1s to be expect-
ed, the}re was considerably less interest in the prizary election,
but participation in the gaﬁeréi election was falirly good. The
‘year 1934 was a "normal" year so far as the city election was
concerned, there being no pronounced conflicts over issues or be-

tween candidates.
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Conummity Organization: Religious
. :The community church is an important indication of the
character of the community life, since its function is broad-
er in many ways than that of almost any other type of ¢ommun-
activity.l This is particularly true of a community such as
Benson, which is homogeneous as to nationality and income.

Church services in Benson were first held in the Town Hall
in 1890. . In 1892 the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized;
in 1902 it obtained its first resident pastor.l In 1905 St. Ber-
nard's Catholic Church was erected, and the following year it
was moved to 1ts pz'ésent location.

T™wo churches were organized in 1906,4 the First Presbyterian
Church of Benson, and the First Baptist Church, which became the
Benson Baptist Church in 1922, The Presbyterian Church was
built in 1908. During this year the Presbyterians put on a campaign
for conversions., The Benson Presbyterismn Church reported seventy
conversions, &s compared with between 35 and 40 conversions in
_the whole city of Omzha.

The First English Lutheran Church was orgznized in 1907. The
Augustana Lutheran Church was orgenized in 1911, asnd later becams
the Benson Immanuel Evangelical Church. Thres ysars after organ-
ization, a small chapel was built. In 1926 the Benson Christian

Church was organized. A neighborhood Sunday school was started in

1
Cf. p. 10.
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1954'which is composad of children of all denominations. In the
summer of 1935 it obtained a pastor and begun holding church ser-
vices.

Sf. Paul Methodist Episcopal Church, built in 1932, result-
ed from the merging of three Methodist cougregations in the
north-west part of the city. Benson ImmanuelkLutheran Church
built & new auditorium in 1921, and the Presbyterian Church
built a new edifice in 1932,

For a short time early in the 1900°'s the Church of the Ad-

vent held services in Benson. At the present time 16 churches

or religious bodies are listed in the Benson Times "Church Notes",
These zre all located within the radius of ciysulation of the
paper.

A United Brotherhood of Protestant Churches in Benson ex-
isted for z short while in 1926. Ministers of the churches hold
occasional meetings and send representatives to the Benson Recre-
ationel association Board. 4 boys'_churéh ﬁasketball league of
the Protestant churches in Benson was formed in 1926 and still
functions. One of the churches has a dramatic society whose mem-
bers are drawa from all churches in the comrunity. These activ-
ities are the'evidences of cooperation between the churches of
the community. Prior to annexation, the churches of the commun-
ity had an ex officio member at elections.

Seemingly working against inter-denominational organization

is the spirit of brothsrhood found in the individual community

church, which has exlsted since the churches' formation, and
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which has been fostered by the increasing church membership.

Growth in church membership in Benson seems to have kept
‘pace with poﬁulation growth. In 1909 the Omagha Church Feder-
ation sponsored a church census, which of course included Ben-
‘s0n. The census here included 566 families. The church af-
fiiiatisns are given 1n‘2rder of the numker of adherentss Eu-
‘therans, 139; lethodists, 102; Catholics, 86; Presbyterians,
82:'Bapzists, 47; Cfristians, 15; Congregational, 14; Episco-
pqiians, 14; Advent, I; Christian Scientists, 7; Swedish Mission,
7: Latter Day Saints, 3; Church of God, 1; Salvation Army, 1;
United Bretreren, 1l; Universalist, 1. Of the 566 families, 34
indicated no church preference. Seven‘§f the denominations re-
presented in the survey had churches in Benson at the time the
survey was made. This is indicatea by the asterisk (*) after
the name of the church. adherents of these churches constitu-
tea 377 families, or 76.6 per cent. of the total number of fame
ilies included in the census.

Table VII (a)

Change in Denominational Membership of Six Churches, 1909-1935
Affiliation by Families Church liembership

11209) {(1925)
-Denomination Nurber XPer cent umber TYer cent
(Church in Benson)
‘Catholic 86 18.8 1,600 3648
Christian (1921) 185 4.2
Iutheran (2) 139 30.4 762 17.0
‘Methodist Eplscopal 102 22.3 1,000  23.2

Presbyterian 82 17.9 525 12.0
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Alﬁhough the criterion of denom;ﬁational affiliation by
families 1s not altogether comparable to the criterion of
-Hohurch membership, the homogeneous character of the community's
.religious'affiliafions over the pefiod of twenty-six years
makes such & comparison at least indicative of trands, Accord~
ing to Table VII (a), all but two of the churches have apparent-
ly decreased in membership with respect to per cent representation
among the churches of the community. The lethodist Eviscopal
Church has increased 0.9 per cent, probadbly due to the merging
df three congregations, two of which had churches outside the
community. The Catholic Church has doubled its membership, dus
to the fuct that its wermbers arbitrarily are drawn from the com-
munity adjacent t¢ the church.

This aecorease in church membership in the Protestant Churéﬁ;i
s may be partially éxp1ained by the fact that many people who
have moved to the co&munity have retainea their membership in the
city church. This decrease would seem 10 bear out the fact of a
low degree of mobility in the cormunity. 4s estimated by six
pastors of Benson churches, between 55 and 100 per cent of the
church members core from the community of Benson, so it would
sesm that church members as s group have lived in the community
for a long period of time. !

In a survey of 2,000 churches ih 16 cities, Ross W. Sand-

1
Cf. Tadble VII (b), p0410
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1

erson statess ﬁmhe ratio between Sunday-school enrollment and
church membership varies directly as the distance of the church
from the heart of the city and inversely as the age of the
church." He found that the city (this would seem to apply to
Benson, éinca most of the churches were organized when Benscn
‘'was an Iincorporated city) is compact if the Sunday~school enroll-
went:is 75 to 89 per cent of the church enrollment. The Sunday-
sqhool enrollment for six Benson Sunday-schools is an average of
87.3 per cent of church enrollment for 1935. The churches in
Benson are furthsr from the heart of Omgha than mos t suburbdan
churches, and are relatively young ih compsrison with many Oma-~

ha churches.

Table VII (b)
Sunday-sckool Enrollment and Church Membership of Six Churches

Denomination SeS.Enroll. Church lem. % Ratio* % Members**
Total 2,349 4,343 87.3 8645
Buaptist 350 27 2040 99.0
Catholic 125 1,600 7.0 100.0
Christian 185 185 100 .0 100.0
Lutheran (2) 393 762 122.0 75.0
Msthodist Episcopal 750 1,000 7540 5540
Presbyterian 546 525 100.0 90.0

Per cent ratio of Sunday-school enrollment to church membership.
[ 1 J

Per cent of church memters living in Benson (estimate by pastor).
1l

Chapin, Fe S., "Some Results of Quantitative Analysis of the In-
stitutionsl Patterns of Churches", Sogial Forces,
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Community Organization: Ameliorative

Tho three amsliorative institutions located in the com=
mnity are controlled by private, local and national agen-
cies, but bear a direct relationship to the various local, civ=-
ic, religious and social organigzations,

Various fraternal organizations in the commnity annually
contribute to the St. James Orphaunage. The Benson Woman's Club,
the Commercial Club, and Benson Presbyterian Church, as well
-as other organizations outside the community contribute to Min-
erva Cottage, which is sponsored by the National Christian Vel-
fare Union. The Hattle B, Monroe Home for Convalescent Child-
ren receives ald from various community organizations also.

The Benson Woman's Club has maihtained a baby clinic in
EZOOperation with the Visitigg Nurses Associztion of Omaha since
1926; The number of babies registered has grown from 22 to
1,165 this year. Clinics are held once a weeke.

A Benson branch of the Community Chest functions in Benson
during the drive for contributions. a4 branch of the Woman's

Christian Temperance Union is also organized.,



- Chapter ix 43
Community Organization: Xconomic
 .The development of & large reteil district in Benson has
been the result of the large population.influx during the past
two decadeé.’ The character of-the population has determined
the types of retail service which should be offered. The new
settlers in the community have been throughout the period al-
most exclusively a moderate income group.

The "Main Street" type of trading center was a nucleusr
for the suburban sub-center. In 1905, 25 retail centers and
individual persons offering personal services were located
in Benson. At'présent there are 110. Greater specialization
both in the typs of merchangise offbréd and in personal ser-
vices available has been the trend.

According to the classification of Re De leanief the
community under investigation is a‘claas A sub-center, since
all the essential retail needs wure supplied. Omaha has two
other class 4 sub-centers in the extreme north and extreme
south parts of the city.

Certain forces set the reteil pattern of an area with a
retail sub-center, notably population, income, and transport=
ation. A class A sub-center must have at least 15,000 pesople

1
The Metropolitan Community, pp. 264-266.
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por square mile, Although Benson has only 7,363.3 psople
per square mile, the comparatively Iafge size of the con-
sumer'g area puts the figure higher, gince the population

 19 denser in that part of the city cutside‘Benson and near-
or the heart of the city which is in the circulation area

of the Benson Times. Chapter II1 has dealt with the analy-

sis of population growth in the commnity. The building
boon which bégan after the World War encouraged the opening
of.real estate developments. Since 1923 three large plots
of land have been opened to sub-division, and an attempt
was mude t0 develop a retail center close to the last ad-
dition opened, in 1926; however, this plan of building
& group of retull stores failed,

Incoms ig another factor which sets the retail pattern
of the erea. The community can be classified as a "moderate
income area" having a "falr share of both buying habit and
buying power.“lThis type of ares makes a particular appeal
to the chain-operated store, of which there are 16 in Benson.
Of the ié.aufomotive centers (garages, filling statioms, au-
tomobile accassory shops), 11 are chain-cwned; of the 22 food
centers (bakeries, meaﬁ marke ts, grocery stores), 5 are chain
owned. Of 211 the retail centerj 14.% per cent are chain-owned.
Owners of chain-stores dc not btelong to the Benson Commsrcial

cludb as a rule, and seldom advertise in the local newspaper.

ibid.

— .
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‘The retail center draws not only from the city, but
~from the éurrOunding country towns. Two grain elevators
‘have been erected in Benson since 1918. This makes it
possible for farmers to transact their business in the
community which they would otherwise have to carry om in
the central retail area. Eight retail centers in Benson
directly serve the farmer, which is an indication that
the centsr directly serves the.farm trade. The Eenson
Gommercial Club recognized the need to cater to this trade
when they first put on the Farm and Trade Exhibits in 1921
and the Corn Show in 1927. "

‘Transportation is a third factor important in detere
mining the retail pattem. Untii 1329 when a bus service
was lntroduced which ran north on 52na street, there was
only one trunsit line connecting Benson with the metro-
politan shopping district. Thus the oomparative'inaccess-
ability of the central retail area made a sub-center al-
most 1mperativé. Although there has been. a street car
line from the suburb to the cemtral district since 1891,
the street cars have only been routed‘directly through the
shopping district in the past few years, which has been a
great inconvenience to the community, and has necessitated
transferring from one line toc anotker. Accessability to
the central retail araa by auto has been bettered by the
opening of two boulevards and the widenrning of Dodge Stfaet.

RREEEREES KRS



Table VIII

1

Retail Centers in Banson
1905, 1913, 1935

Classification 19056
of Center

Automotive 3

Apparel 1

Drug stores - 2

Reétaurant and

.eating
Entertzainment
Food 2
Purniture and 1
household
Personal service 4
) »
Farm supplies 5

Genaral merchandise 4
(also "general stores")s 3

Total 25

1l
‘Classific_ation by Re D. McKenzie.

Classification by investigator

1913
Numbe r

19
8

25

16 e

21 110

1985

46

Per cent
17.2
7.2
| 4.5
5.4
0.9
R2.7
6.3
2643
7.2
1.8

9.5
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The high peak depression years of 1900 and 1929 have
been sﬁccessfully weathered by the business interests of
the commrity., There has seldom been a vacant store build-
1ng in Benson. At the turn of the century there was a grad-
u#l increase in the number of new businesses set up in the

-cOmmunity. In 1?01 there woero four new businesses:; in 1903,
3; in 1904, 5; in 1905, 7:; in 1906, 7: in 1907,9. in 1906
there were 47 new building permits to build dwellings issued;
in 1925, 51; in 1930, 3.1 No rermits for commercial buildings
wore issued during this period.

Development of the various types of retaill centers and
peréonal services from 1905 to the present time indicates that
the number of goneral stores 1ncreased'frqm 3 in 1905 to 16 in
1913, and gradually dwindlea to 7 at the present time. Lore
speciaiized types of ;etail centers have tauken their pluce,
such as drug, apparel’, and furniture stores.

: ‘tt#f&t.*tlttt

The banks of the community have served both the business
man and the dépositor sdequately, dve to their large area of
business and to cooperation of the local merchents. Two months
after tke Bank of Benson had incorporated (1904) it had $23,429
in cash on hand. In 1906 this had increased to £137,680.17.
The Farmers' and lerchants' Bank was incorporated in 1907, and

came under local managément in 1928.
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The Commercial Club has been an important factor in un-
fying the business interests of the community, as well as
n contridbuting to the civic welfare and unitye.

The olub was first organized in 1908. That year it
srought & chautauqua to Benson and also the Douglas County
Joeteran's Resunion. At this time there were 48 members.

There was 1ittle need for this organization at the time.
In 1910 the Benson Times comments that "once upon a time
there was a Commercial Club". The following .year the Benson
Business Yen's Association was organized.

In 1925 ths Commercial Club was reorganized, whoss pur-
pose was to "promote the business and social welfare of Benson
and vicinity", At this time there were 96 members. At the
present tims there are 59 members, 33 of whom are merchants; 9,
dentists and physicians; 7, ‘garage and filling:station owners .
or opsrators; 10, miscellaneous.

The club has sponsored various commnity projects: pave
ing throughout the community; obtaining the community gymmas-
ijum; the new high school and the Benson Park; a boys' band; in-
itiation and sponsorship of various exhlibits and of Benmson Daye

Bsnson Day was first ‘observed in 1928, The first of the
celsbration was a "booster parade", composed of cars gayly dec-
orated, and visiting South Omsha and six nearby towns. Until
recent years a baby parade and a free dbarbscue was held. The

annual picnic and program of games and athletic events is held

at Krug Fark. It is estimated that between fifteen and twenty
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‘thousand reople attend the pionic, about five thousand ¢om-
ing from outside Benson.

The "Know Benson Better Week" was started in 1916 and
was observed anmually until sbout 1925, During this week
large advertisements were run in the local newspaper, mer-
chants deaorafed their windows and offeréd prizes, and a
street dance climaxed the week's activities, which attract-
éd many visitors from outside the comruriity.

" fThe Bemson Trade Exhibit was held from 1921 to 1931.
Thirty-tWo firms and individuals had booths at the exhibit
one year. The exhibit was held at thé Cormmnity Hall.

| Since 1928 the club has held weekly noon-day luncheons,
at which there aré‘often_guest speakerss. In 1926 the clubd
hal& its first annual dinner-danee. It has met at different

times with the Omaha c¢ity council, both as guest &nd host.
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The Beanson Times has always been a signiflcant factor
in the. life of ths community. In 1903 it started as a four
" column, eight paéd paper. The following year it becams a
. five colﬁmn, e ight page paper. In 1908 the parer started
& history of Benson called "From Buffalo Pasture to City",
which included avhistofy of the churches, schools, and bus-
inesses of the community, the latter history being more in
the nature of an advertisement., It was the first of many
projects carried on b& the Times to stimlate civic comsciqus-~
»nass. {In 1920, for exzmple, there was & column called "What
Benson Needs", with.oontributions from subscribers.

In 1913 the editorship was given to an Omaha man, who,
since he did not participate in community affairs, did not
write editorials on commmnity problems, but bqught syndicat-
efd editorials. In 1917 the paper was printed in Bensoy, and
it was felt that the paper would again bs more truly a Benson
product. |

In 1928 the paper was s0ld to the owner of the north Om-
aha newspaper, and the Benson paper was again printed outside
the community to save expenses. At the same time the circu-
lation area was doubled, and the circulation was increased
from 1,100 to 6,500. Approximately 1,000 subscribers are in-
Cluded on the rural route, which has always been non-snbscrip-

tion.
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Pathologlcal Aspects

Bénson reveals no outstanding 'pa_thological‘ conditions,
Iﬁé problems are revealed in psycho-social terms relating
to pragudice's and group loyalties.

Although Ward 11, which includes Bemson, comprises al=- '
most again as much territory as Benson, it is possible to
measure the mobility of the community in its broader aspects.
For three years tabulated, 1927, 1928, and 1929, the mobility
was 6.2 per cent, or 2,760 residence changes. The average
intra-mobility of Omaha for the three year period was 20.9
per cen‘.:.:l

For the period 1921 to 1926 ten homes in Bsnson were
recipients of mothers pensions under the Nebraskz law. How-
ever 1vn 1932 eleven families were receiving mothers pensions.
In 1930 there were twelve Family VWelfare Association cases
Zadministered.z

In 1933 there were 46 births in Benson. Ten deaths oc-
cured under one year of age during tle year. There were ap-
-proximately 4 births per 1,000_.' In Omaha in 1930 there were

1
' 22.8 births per 1,000

1

Sullenger, ODe Citey Pe 2y DPe1264

2

Maps, care of Bureau of Soclal Research, RMunicipal Univer-
-8ity of Cmaha.
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In 1930 there were sixty juvenile delinguents in the area.

L Tt YT Y

Control of liguor truffic has been a serious problem for
the community. Betweoen 1897 and 1917 licenses were issusd;
for only three years, until the Eighteenth Amendment was passed,
did Omaha have control of issuance of licanses and countrolof
traffic. As in many trading centers in the lMiddls West during
this frontier period, saloons were felt to be a necessary ad-
Junct to the community's business.

There seemed to be a difference of opinion as to the de-
gree of ocontrol over the management of saloons. However, the
church interests in Benson seemed to influence the policies of
the police magistrate to a large extent.

In 1908 a dissention arose as to whether or not to reis-
sue & license to Krug Park, as it was believed by some to ex-
ert an "immoral influence". TFour of the townspeople--called
in derision the "big Four" by some of the townspeople--there-
fore filed a remonstrance with thevCity Council requesting re-
vocation of the license, claiming that it was a "disgrace to
the community". Business interests desired the re-issuance of
the license.

The Times, as & mouthpiece of the business men, estima-
ted the yearly loss of £€5,555, which, it said, aid not include
the §1,000 license fee and the incomes to various utilities.

Soms people in Benson thought that Omaha people coming to Krug

Park as "Benson's Park" and that the more excluslve Country
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Clud , opposite Xrug Park grounds, as Omaha's own club.

After bitter controversy, the park was closed and reop-
ened after two yeérs.

‘There seems t0 have been no antagonism of members of the
oommnity toward the Country Club because of its exclusive
nature. In 1905 the Benson Times carried the following come
ment} “This paper recognizes the importance of Omaha's Coun-
try Club as a great factor in the up-building of Bensone . .
The C}ﬁb members' attention is necessarily directed to the
superior advantages that are offered in Benson, in the vi-
cinity of the cludb grounds, for a country home, and a large
investment has already been made by several members im that
direction.” 'Invspite of the zttempt to develop an addition
in Benson having 60 foot lots and no intersections after the
‘¥ plan which St. Louis was inaungurating, the wealthier people
did not settle in Benson. Not until after 1926 when the
Country Club addition was opened, were large homes built in
the generzl §istrict near Bensome.

SEEERUE R kSR G
"lany sociologists consider home ownership a signifi-

cant index of social stability. 4 high degree of home owne-

1
May 6, 1905,
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ership is usually accoﬁpanied by those factors of behavior
- which are considered socially the most approved".1

The United States Census for 1930 reports that 51.2 per
cent of the homes throughout the Gountry were owned by fam-
ilies living in them. Of the 53,665 homes of known tenure in
Omsha, 42.1 per cenut of the homes were ovmed.;a

In the 1934 Omaha city directory tpers were 2,108 homss
in Benson.aof which 51.4 per cent were owned. The "“fringe"
of population beyond the cilelimits41noluded 214 homes; of
these 60 per cent were owned.

Since it may be assumed that one family dwellings make
- for a relatively high stability, it may be assumed that Ben-
son shows relative stability in this respeot, since there is only
one apartment house in Benson, which was built in 1923. 1In
the éarly 1900's there wore two different hotels meintained,

‘as wedl as a number of boarding houses.

EEREERRNARRS
The attitude of the Omaha papers toward the community of
Benson undoubtedly helps to mould the readers' attitude toward

its people and their peculiarities. In 1933 a "feature story"

b

Ximball Young, The Madison Community, p. 99.
2

Fifteenth United Stztes Census, Vol. IV.

3

Territory from 5Znd to 72nd Streets; Spragus 10 Blondo Strests.
4 _

Territory from 72nd to 84th Streets; Sprague tc Blondo Streets.
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appeared in one of the Omaha mewspapers about which some Ben-
gson people were highly indignsnt, declaring it "made fun of
them", It was one of a series of impressionistic stories

about the suburbs of Omaha and is here reproduced for what it

B ]

is worth.
e o o"What part of Omaha i1s Omaha and is not Omaha? The busy
hamlet of Benson, Of course.

"Irucks, antique Fords, cars with chicken crates on the
running board, a one-time coupe piles high with milk cans, and
meny shining sedans,

"Along the sidewsalk, people gather in groups of three or
four. Men with men, mnever men and women together. ilost of the
men wear overalls and sheepskin coats. Some of them, cauvas
puttees. Their hands are huge.

% "But there are city folks, too--men in blue shits, wear-
ing spectacles. They do not gather in groupSe .« e«

During the 1932 city election campaisnxhe other clity va~
per carried a series of cartoon_in which various people prom-
inent in the various suburbs of Omaha were portreyed in humor-
ous and characteristic roles. The cartcoon of Benson carried
no.hint of ridicule.

1
The V%orld Herald, Nove 7, 1933«




Chepter XI 56
Summary

‘Since the cénoept the community is usunally considered as
applying to a larger area which comprises the small, loosely
¥nit units known as neighborhoods, the former term was falrly
consistently used in referring to Benson. However, in order
to distinguish be tween Benson's political status tefore and
after énnexation to Omaha in 1917, the term suburb was also.
used.;

The comrunity of Benson has distinct “spacial proximity
to a focus of attention", that focus being its well organized
recreational, religious, anud economic, and formerly, its po-
litical activities. Prior to the suburban trend, it was a
thriving village, or sociologically, a "natural gateway to
‘rurban expansion." Since Benson remains a distinct geographi-
cal projection beyond the corporate limits of the city,l it
is possible to determine a basis for physical differemtiation
from the adjacent c¢ity very sasily. Thus the map referred to
throughout the study clearly indicates certain political and
ggonomic boundariese.

Since growth in size is a vital factor in the history of
any social grouping which depends for its existence upon its
abllity to adapt itself to changing social conditioms, i. e.,

in the present case, to expand and grow, this vhase received

R e
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éonsiderable attention. For example, %t would have been very
possible for the old residents of the conmunity to have felt
t@at the reople who moved to Benson, espacially after the
Worid Wer, in such numbers, lacked community spirit. But be-
cause the mew group and the older residents were fairly homo-

- geneous, and mostly because the group brought more business to
the community, absorption was accomplished very easily.

In splte of a population increase, the community has re-
mained relétively isolated on the nmorth, south, and west, as
seen by the map. "Intimacy of associstion" has been apparent
since the community's beginning, and this Y"community of inter-
ests" has been sustained at least partially because there has
not been an eneroazchment of adjacent communities.

However a process wnich for want of a better term may be
called "loss of identity", has existed in thecommmunity. This
very gradual process must be explained_not from a political
‘8standpoint, although annexation of Benson to Omaha 1s the ap-
rarent turning-point. Whether or not Benson's economic struc-
ture has partially or in whole replaced the political structure
in helping to maintain community identity must be determined at
e future time. 4&ccording to Elliott and Merrill, the process

of loss of identity 1s quantitative rather than qualitative,
since, when fewer matters exist which directly concern the wel-

fare of the group, community deterioration occurs. The guestion
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immediately asked isg--what matters are the direct concerm of

the group?

An analysis of the historical growth seems to indicate
that the obtainment of public improvements had been the di-
rect concern of the community prior to anmexation and to

some degree afterwards. Thus first the political struoture

‘and then the economic structure and the educational organiz-

.ation, have been the vehicles by which the community has obtained

its 1mprovéments and maintained its identity and solidarity.
The loss of identity has been a short-lived process, and
it is not possible %o determine whether it will continuve. On-
ly three, and possibly four, generations have lived in the com-
munity. The community may be termed a “young" community, hav-

ing only 3€.9 per cent of its population over 35 years of ags.

‘However, unless there is an influx of younger people during the

next two decades--and it must be remembered that the next decade
will find é largsr number of "elderly" people in the United
States thsn ever befors-~the community cannot msintain its clas-
sification as a young community. The age group between 15 and
24 comprises only about 14 per cent of the community's popula-
tion, as shown by the ’.L‘able.1 It is also a question whether

this small group is better fitted to maintain the distinct com-

muuity spirit which now exlsts than a group which may or may

not move in later. Since the trend seems to be for cities not

1
P, 19,
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to annex more territory but to build up vacant lotQ within“tha
oity 1imits and to improve old residences, any influx as large
as the one after the War cannot be anticipated.

0f what significance is 1t to Benson that the age group
uider fifteen comprisés almost one~third of the population of
‘the comrunity? It would seem to indicate the need for more
elementary schools, since four schools maintalned at present,
overcrowded as they are, provide for the age group comprising
ébout one~-fifth of the total population of the community. Ten
ﬁer cent of the population is under five years of age, indicat-
ing a continued need for school building. enlargement.

More character-building organizations for children are al-
80 indicated, élthough>the Qommunicy doss not have the problem
of juvenile delinguency, since it is a well kmown fact that the
family is gifing less and less time to formulation of leisure
iime-activities. Coqtinuation of the Community Centsr project
is advisable, and shoula be brozdened, particulerly in its ed-
ucational offerings for adults of the community.

If the suburban trend continues, Bemson will remain dls-
tinct from the rest of the city. Since it is & residential
suburb corprising home owners, and since it has a well organ-
1z8d retail trade which will maintain community identity if
only for commercial reasons, which incidentally cannot very
easily be separated from that 1ngredi§nt ¢alled community spir-
it, Benson will for & long time to come have a commonality of

vurpose and spirit which is vital to the life af all groups.
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Chapter XII 61
" Trends Observable in Benson
. 7
(églmﬁplow is given a_list of soclal trends observable in the-

guburb)of Benson during the past half century.

(aoooraing to the Winston Simplified Dictiomary, 1930 edi-
tion, a trend is defined as an"inclination in a certain direc-
‘:tion" or a "general tendency". The trends suggested bslow do
not nacessarily refer to conditions psculisr to egélcommunity;
they are also reflections of recent trends found throughomt
similar suburbs as well as throughout metropolitan OOmmunitigs

in general., They are not offeraed as a prediction of social

2
conditions which will result in the community of-Bensom in the

future; rather, they are given in an attempt to classify, con-
et d f“-;’.a

dense, and summarize the data presented in the body of. the study.
Population Trendss:

le A4n influx of population is pronounced between 1200 and
1930, accelerated between 1918 and 1928 and gradually taper-
ing off. .

2« Little change in the oomposition of‘the population through-
out the pericd with regard to age distribution, sex distribution,
or nationality.

Trends in Recreations

l. Gradual assumption of recreational association activities
by city and federal agencies with consequent broadening of ac-
tivities, enlarged enrollment and area from which participants
are drawn, improvement of leadership and facilities, and better
cooperation among institutions of the community which promote
recreational activities. '

2. Unabated interest in reading as a leisure time activity
as 1lndicated by library card registrations of adults and child-
ren since 1923.
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3. Batter organized character-building asctivities for youth
as indicated by the organization of church athletic leagues,
playground asctivities, and organizations such as the Boy Scouts.

4, Family recreation tends to draw the family close together
“as indicated by the types of activity engaged in, viz., motor-
-ing, fishing, and vacationing together.

5, Educational or hobby type of cludb for adults supplements
the older fraternal type of activitys purely social clubs of
informal character short-lived in the commnity; less publice
ity given events of a social nature in the community newspaper,
indicating & growing impersonality in the community.

~Tyends in Education: \

More and more interest in educational affairs, more organ-
ized effort to obtaln school improvements even after annexation
of the community and consequent transference of this function
to city officers.

Tronds in Politics:

l. Intense community interest in the obtainance of c¢civic im-
provements prior to znnexation; gradual assumption of all prob-
lems relating specifically to the community welfars by city of-
ficers, with a 1little interest still shown in the problems by
the Commercial Club and parent-teacher associaticns.

2+ Fairly close political loyalties prior to annexation; 1lit-
‘tle political activity in the community since annexation.

Se Falrly well sustained participation in recent elections as
comparad with village elections.

/Mrends in Religions
1. Sporadic attempts at inter-denominational organization.

2. Sustained interest in church activities, as indicated by
number and type of activities held in churches, and amount of
publicity given them.)

'8, Although ministers estimate from 55 to 100 per cent of
the members of their churches are drawn from the community of
Benson, the 4,343 memberships in seven Benson churches seem
to indicate that numbers of the 11,000 or more population in
the commnity retained their memberships in city churches after
moving to the cormnity. Approximatsly two-thirds of the fam-
ilies in Benson belonged to community churches; according to
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a 1909 census;- approximately one~fourth of the families now
belong to commnity churches. '

4.<’Litt1e change in denominational membership of churches,
nons of the Protestant churches showing an increase in member-
ship except by consolidation, and the increase in membership
in the Catholic church due to the typs of organization.)

5, Sunday-school enrollment in seven Benson Sunday-schools
1s an average of 87.3 per cent of church enrollment at present.

(Econbmic Trends:

1. Greater specialization both in type of merchandise of=
ferad and in personal services available.

.. 2 A moderate income group of home owners has lived in ths
community throughout the period.

3, Chain stores have invaded the . retail center simce the Wars

4. More retuil centers cater to rural needs,. .

5. Continuously good business in the retail area as evidenced
by few vacant store buildings, invasion of chain stores, normal
banking conditions, ana un active:Commercial Club. However, there
has been a decreass in building activity, both of stores and homes,
since the depression. )

"ﬁf/ less of the "ballyhoo" type of advertising of the community
business interests during the past decadej fewsr enterprises cele-
culated to advertise the community, as indicated by the disappear-
ance of the "Know Benson Better wWeek", the Benson Trade Bxhibit,
the Farm and Trade Exhibit, and the Corm Show.

C?. Less participation of commnity newspaper in commercial
activities of the community.)
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