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CHAPTER 1
THE INTRODUCTION

A century ago settlement was just beginning to flourish
in Nebraska:. OUne by one communitiss were appearing on the
prairie--<Nebrsska Gity, Omaha, and Lincoln, to name only &
few. Among these early communities were some which grew
and developed, while others died after .a few short years
leaving little to serve as uvﬁnnumant* Many towns which
survived did not attain the goels envisioned by their found=
erg, but remainad relatively small agricultural settlements.
Syracuse, Nebraska, is such a community. The events which.
ogcuxred-in this aﬂmmunity’ﬁ past have cften been told but
seldom recorded, Yot Syracuse has a story to tell, and its
story to a considerable extent can be viewed as a mirror of
other small southeastorn Nebraska communities,

Syrscuse, located in southeastern Nebraska in Otee
County, has & populstion today of approximately 1200 people.
It was recently chosen as & study center by the University
of Nebraska Community Project Committee. This project,
supported by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, described



Syracuse in the following manners:

Syracuse, to the casual observer, would
appear to be the type of town that has always
been considered the model of stability., It
is approaching its centennial year which
means that ite history can be traced back
to the beginning of the Nebraska story it-
self, It is: rather characteristic of small
towns that grow up with the state, particu~
larly in rural areas, that they exhibit an
atmosphere of tranquilness and a sort of old
~lace respectability that is at once nostalgic
and a little depressing. Somewhere along the
route the optimism of beginning a new advéns -
ture has given way to the uncertainty of
survival in a culture that places a premiium'
on bigness. Being denied regional signifi-
cance by ‘a combination of forces too compli=:
cated to be readily understood, such commuynie
‘ties seem to settle for 'a role.of minor '
significance with 'a dignity bordering on _

: resignatiangl;‘v- S T

- ééf@é‘chbsen'as;one Qf'thg}faur &ébxéska cémm&gities*
to ae£€e as the‘basié ef’tééf@rpjéct fb&icate&'thev&ignifi~
cance attached to the bettex-uﬁde&standing of a community
of this size, |

it is the purpose of this study to recoid as accurately
as possible the events which have occurred in Syracuse from:
early settlement to the present time. The town of Syracuse

was chosen because it would be a representative historys

1The Nebraska Community Education Project, The Orientasion
%ggggg, September 1, 1955~-~September 1, 1956 (Lincoln:
Teachers %oIIege, Oniversity of Nebraska, 1957), p. 34.
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it is viewed as a soclally mature community with evidences
of pexmaﬁanaygﬁ It was aian ahﬁsen dﬁﬁ to ﬁ&raanai inttrest
in its past and futa:a¢

The elements which comprise %he hiatarv af a fovm are
aamplax,-,zn this history an-attampz wae made to trace the
founding of the communitys-to fim those ingredients which
combined. to create this aeﬁtiéméﬁ%eﬁn the RE$v§ska yé@i&ie.
An agcempiishing this 4t became impartant %a &xace the land
laws vhich: applia& to the settling of Syracusa ana to illus-
ttata the gignifiaance of the railroad in its. histary; The
railroad at first apgearad ta he the st&biiizing influence
in Svracusﬁ, but gradually the agriaulturai pateattai of the
ayea was realized to be even more important to community
11f9;‘A§ the town deoveloped, its churches, schools, and
other social inggiiutiana‘bacama well established and shed
& great influence on the area., Community problems asrose
which the citizens had to solve if ﬁyracuae waa to be -
maintained. Important also were the evente such as polie
tical movements, wer, and depression which may have occurred
outside of Syracuse, but greatly affected the community's
life,

P - K

%Latﬁer from Mg, anvin B thet; ﬁsanniata cﬁﬁxﬁinatqt
of the Project, March 6, 1988,
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Hriting the history of a community covering a peried
'aﬁ'apykaximataly one hunéreﬁ'yédxﬁ, naturally excludes seome
.hagpahzngs'whiah other stuéiea»péta&bly would amgha#iae.‘
Xt alsa shﬁulﬁ,he rﬁ&ﬁgnizﬁﬁ that this study was not attempted
1n éwﬁex to avmpare Sywa&uae with &thet communities or teo
" make a saaieiagiaai ﬁ%ﬂa?t
| Syraausa had its arigin a fww’yeara aftar the passage
of the Kaﬁsasaﬂabraska A¢t‘ ?ﬁe southeastern arﬁa of
ﬂebxaska, the ares in which ﬁyxaﬁuse was to be 1ucateé,
was the bést known portion of thq aawly atgaﬁixaﬁ tarxitﬁxy,
and the santiaﬁ to which the first settlers came. They
wore attkﬁttﬁé to southeastern Nebraska not only besause
it was the most accessible region but also due to its rich
agricultural §nteatiai eaupi&é with the beauty of the
countryside, ﬂbmmaﬁtiﬁg upon this section, Bayard Taylor,
Journalist and author of Eldorade, remaxked, "The country
is one of the most beautiful I ever looked upon, but nature
heas given the smoothness and finish which elsewhexe came
from long cultivation.®3 Another visitor pointed out that
this part of the country was very healthy. Claims were
made that chills, fevers, and other miasmatic conditions

3&5 quated in ﬁﬁwan A. Curley, Nebraska, Its &
ssourges and Draw {London: Sampson Low, ateni
BT e, 8753, ;p‘g 23»&
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w@¢§ almost entirely unknown due to the welledrained and’_
siry prairies.? | R
The first white community in what became Otoe County,
the county in which Syrscuse was later located, was old
'Fort Kearney eéstablished in 1846 at the mouth of Toble
Crock on the Missouri River, Although the fort was asban-
doned two years later, Bauiwaré$7?¢fry“&egan operation at
‘this point on the Missouri in 1854, and shortly thereafter,
the town of Nebraska City was lald cut near the site of
the old fort,® The first territorial legislature incorpor-
ated E@braaka City on March 2, 185$¢$ On the same date
§t was made the seat of county govermment for Otoe GbuntyQ?
Nebraske City wae chosen by Alexander Majors in
1858 as the &ite of the Russell, Majors, and Waddell freight»
ing business which had recently received a contract to

move government supplies from the Missouri River to ﬂtah.a

-

41014,
Shddress by A . Sheldon at dedication of Nursarglﬁili

?ggéﬁr, quoted in | [4l] g;ggngzsgngggggg, October

Sega%g% Ngbgﬁggg gggggg.; {Lincoln: Journal
| Camaanvg Ve Pﬂosz - ’
‘ . Laws %5&9;11%;% d ] :
4 y: Sherman and S%r cklan 2%% %exfa“Fr‘n ers.

3Alaxandar Majors §gx§ §§ Frontier {Chieaga:
Rand, McNally and Gamp;ny; ). p. %a'xhg
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The first route established for this purpose extended 250
miles from Nebraske Clty following the Platte River to
the new Fort Kearney {located at the southernmost p'::;in't
of the big bend of the ?mtte} and was callad the Overland
T aii‘g Some years later it became the approximete route
of the Burlington Railroad from Nebraska City to Lim&mm
In the spring of 18606, the leading citizens of Nebrasks
City were asked to establish a shorter route, When they
failed to do so, Majors hired Robert Harvey to survey a
more direct trail., Harvey found s well beaten path as
far as Olathe (now Saltillo) on Galt Creek, and from Salt
Creck s furrow was plewed due west to Fort is,earnay.}'«}‘
This route was seventy«five miles shorter with the advans
tages of easy grades, firm roadbed, and 3 suf—f’ief;ént’
amount of wood and water, It was known as the Nebyaska
City~Fort Kearney Cutoff. (Refer to map, p. 24.)

The first stopping place on the road after leaving

Nebrasks City was Nursery Hill,12 Located on the southwest

9address by A.E. Sheldon, loe. cit

~ 10a,E, Sheldon, Nebr By Land and ggg gfg;g Volume
S (Gbimgm Lewis P P dishing @%ﬁﬁy, l’"‘i’)s

l3ames C, Olson, History of Nebraska {Lincolnt. Uniwmi,w
of Nebraska Press, 1955), p. 112.7

12pddress bv AE. shemom Ags m
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quarter of section 17, township 8, z;an;@w 11, this stepping
plece roceived a constant ;amz:ewien of wagons moving west
from Nebrasks mw.m The rosd became veiy popular and
was traveled by thuousands of imsigrants and freighters,
This Nebraska City~Fort Kearnsy Cutoff was the last and
the best of the everland trails across Nebraska, >

In 1862, the cutoff received the nickname of the
*Steam Wagen Road® because in July of that yesr a wagon
propelled by stesm left Nebraska City for Denver, It
was wndwﬁwé by Genexsl J.R. Brown, The wagon broke
down; however, twelve miles out of Hebraske Clty and was
abandoned at the side of the roed.® From then on the
cutoff had a special name,

The trall and NHursery HAll played an imporiant part
in the esxly history of Syracuse, as did the sesitlers
who lived throughout the county., The first settlers in

‘ {Chicago: The Western
8K %&&

14, |
AE. Sheldon %%ggg {Lincolns Universit
mumm% m;aw: . ’ ;u%m Bee ¥

Bsheldon, Nebrasks, Ihe Land and the Psoples gp- it

p. 219,
8 e

14

163, sterling Morton, Illustrated _
Volums I {Lincoln: Jacob North and ﬁompmy,
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the vicinity where Syrscuse was later founded were Jscob
-and &azﬁ Thairx., These bra&huc utthﬁ near the center.
| of the county on the #m:thmst quartsr of sc&:t&m 7 ﬁmnu
~ ship B, range 11.}7 (Refer to map, p. 9.)

The subject of this study was @ mmuniw which developed
in the southeastern portim of ﬂ&wska. The iairitaw of
Nebraska, created by the Kmsasﬂmhmaka Act of 1854,
attracted many ploneers for it offered them fortile soil
and sufficient water, Otoe County, in which Syracuse was
later founded, received 2 great share of these early sate
tlers and scon & nuwber of communities began to develop.
It was also used as a pathway to the West, and, therefors,
tralls snd loter railrosds enterad into the story. In
the area where the Nebraska City-Fort Kesrney Cutoff
passed ond the Thalr brothers settled, the history of
Syracuse unfolded,



g

T TS T ! M ! ] T 1 ﬁ T
Anaa. o 5 NI IS N .S AN NN N TR O N S PR A DTN S O O O A
_ m _ B ] | [ [ | I
Tt
m _ _ _ ‘ 7//.?.[ ‘ _ _I.. ...l..m.“l.. —_— I_. — l!.;_ — | — |~¢ —1 e l“. Y — lm.
._. ” M_ m r N | q | l |
[ ] 1 I I 1N _ | I 1 I |
! | [ _ T 1 ~ | [ ] ! il
AL A S B N DR AN N A DL B K8 . L t
| | | | m _ BRREE | | _
i [ | P 1 | : | | Ji
| I L v J ] i ! 3 ;
LIV (LIS S N NN DRI IO I B SN I . A L]
[ m ~. * “ . | | mﬁ_ | | N
l f 1 i [ | | | Y ] |
} | ” I 1 ¥ T 1 ﬁ / I —
I [ _ I _ “ _ ~ F . |y w
i ] [y [SNEN DU PRNpIAp, | MR-y, JUGULG T DU ) O ol R
k ; | | ! | ; | } 3 L\ : |
[ [ * [ L [ [ “ by [ ,
1 _ ! [ * ” T m ! § t *
SEULUY (DU USUUONS N BN I A SN LU NN S NP B 0 W L O PO S
H m _ N Lo | b / S
S L 1 _ | | [ . | N (O A
—! , | ‘
2--Yernsrs (approximats location) FIGURR I O

3--Nursery EHill
$~-First School

. \\\..?uou« Zowas

~~—--~Kemabs River, maix stream
et ~-Nidland Pacific Ralilroad

MAP OF RUSSELL AND STRACUSE TOVNSEIPS
(From the Official State ANlss of Nedoaske, 1835)

SOALE-tpproxisately 3/A* = 1 Mile




GHAPTER 11
THE MISTORY OF EARLY SETTLEMENT

The, town of Syracuse had an unusual origin. It was
founded in one location and came to rest in another, Evi-
dence of this is found on early maps of Otoe County which
place Syracuse in the northwest quarter of section li,
township 8, range 16.1-2¥%ig’1§¢atign,was‘agpraximatazy
six mii¢g~we¢£ waﬁhﬁ present Syiagusa, It was Just east
and eouth of ﬁhﬁ present day vhaﬁiila;'ﬂwbxaaka;

Salt was the desired item which created the “first®
Syracuse, Nebraska. A transaction by some early settlers
took place in 1857 in the belief that valuable deposits
of salt existed in the area., Salt at this time, of course,
was an item in great demand and ownership of land on which
an sntire salt marsh supposedly existed was naturally dew
aited,z

‘The transaction which took place was quite common for
this period., Land laws in the 1850's favored the establish-
ment of towns more than the pre-emption of solitary settlers.
On May 23, 1844, Congress had passed the Townsite Act which

lsackett G, Cese, "The Early History of Syracuse,”
Syracuse Journal, February 8, 1878,

21bid,



11

@acaﬁxagﬁd the creation of western townsites, It gave
rights to towns similar %wﬁthqse'gxanteﬁ individual
sqnattaxi'uader'théf?réﬁﬁgytiaﬁlﬁﬁt ﬁfviﬁdi‘g
M@ﬁyftimtsg &aﬁav&r;,ﬁﬁtﬁitwauwgrg‘tnﬂiimgatiant:fﬁx
townsites to be established by survey and used "claim clubs®
tafpxotéﬁt pre-~gsugvey clains, The first in Nebraska was
the "Cmaha Township Claim Association® in 1854, Although
the use of .group control to gain unsurveyed land was not
condoned by-f@dara&'1amgrth§"msating of the first terri-
torial legislature of Eebxﬁﬁ&&vgéﬁseégaa act defining and
recognizing the authority of the “glaim ¢luwb®.® The
Nebraska law stated: '
Two or more persons may hold undivided
claims in conjunction for the purpose of
a townaite, or for any other purpose,.
' d that such claims do not amount to
more than thres hundred and t gﬁnty acres.
of land feﬁ &aah parson P
In iaﬁ?. ﬁhaxias F, ﬂniiy§ Lacnunt kambert, ﬁibert
Cram, Willlam xier. a ﬂr, auﬁsﬁi. and paisibiy athar: tnck

advgntaga af ﬁh&a ia& aad unitcd uadar tﬁa name nf the

Fress, 1%423?@;? %& m !:!s

' f{?rinégions‘vﬁiversiiy

4 sames G. Olson, Histo:x
af'ﬂﬁbraaka,?resa%'lsﬁﬁ . p,

« Bmee Wg &ﬂﬂﬂ’

ka (Lincoln: University

axiaf‘ﬁmfftaxa.



m”ﬁywaﬁﬁsu~¥awa ﬁ%mpany“ & Tha‘ahmh waslchuswﬁ in'ﬁoﬁar

of Sywa;ase, Nﬁw'?&&k. whzch wa& 'a great ﬁ&iﬁ matket. The
hays of these gemtiamen,waa ﬁhat.nna day their new Syracuse
m&ght rival this a&tahliaheﬂ markat. At spgrazimateiy the

same t&me two other tcwna named Saltviile and Nezuma were

-:rﬁatgd hy these man¢7

' Ib m&et gevaxnment xeqaiaﬁi&ns; the tawnsitaﬁ had to
hav# iﬂhabi%anta for thé iaw cantinu&dz

e e s aaé xgviﬁad.fuwthax that Qach
three hundred and twenty acres shall be
improved by having a good comfortable
dwelling erected thexeon within four months
after the passage of this act ([passed on
March 6, 1255] or within four months after
said claims shall have been recorded, and
if prairie land at least twenty acres under
cultivation, on each side three hundred
and twenty acres, which shall be occupled
either by one of the 3aiata¢laimanta or by
some good citizen for him,

~ The town company, therefore, bu;ltvg large dwelling
on $yxa¢u$a and one on Saltville. haﬂaunt Lambert resided
in 3?:&@&&@; tberﬁemyany did not auaxa on ﬁﬁxuma.?
Excitement was high over the salt springs. Advertise-

ments telling of the opportunities of these three new

&Gaaa iggﬁ cit. Case gives 1856 as the date; the
| gizﬁm for the towns are dated 1857. Refer to m County

Deed Record Book B, p. 230,
Tioid,
BNebrasks Territoxial Lawe, ma p. 159,
9@&**; log. Q&&q
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towns were sent East Yo interest wﬁmem.m The excites
ment, however, was short=lived. In a matter of a few
years tha great interest in ;ﬁiﬁ died down, and whm the
purpose for gaining the iam was gone, ,*ﬁﬁe "inhabitants”
drifted separate ways.}! Although Nezuma and Ssltville
became names only on old records, the name of Syracuse was
not f#z*gattam It was glven to a voting precinct in Octo-
ber, msq, and reference was made to it by the Nebraska
City News in notifying votexrs of the presidential election
in the year 1369.}'

In the summer of 1861, Georgs W, Warnor was appointed
postmastor for this vicinity and the first postoffice was
located at his faxm residence in Syracuse precingt, and
thus the postoffice received the precinct's mm.m {Fox
location refer to map, p.9.) The name of the Syracuse
Postoffice was lost when R.O., Thompson took possession
of the offfce in 1863, His business was a nursery located
at the first stopping place on the Nebrasks City-Fort Kearney
Cutoff, When Thompson ‘mvw the postoffice to this place
| he called it ﬂutsm H&li. 'Thompaoch was & floral expert

opas.
Mg,
12nebrasks City News, October 13, 1860.
mmm Gity News, Auguet 21, 1861,
Y,
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who sold his products to a New York company for distribue
tion. 1% In addition to the gmméing in which the postoffice
wae housed, Nursexry Hil} had two or three stores and a mill.
The *"old stone mill", as it was later affsctionstely referred
to, was built in 1868 by Boyston and Heath.l® Behind the
mill tlm mt@x of the Nemaha, backed up by a dam, served aa
an mwwumt fishing and swinmning sw&.”

Nursery Hill zveceived a constant procession of wagons
as they traveled slong the trall, OCne settler recalled
having ‘seen one hundrad wagons pass in a single morning
baefore sight ot aluek.m Many settlers told of this steady
stream of traffic when relating the early history of the
area, The site of Nursery Hill, .lwatéss approximately two
miles west of the present Syracuse, has since been officially
marked by the county with s pemorial -siﬁm.m

Many sources relate that Syracuse was on ovilgrowth of

151&&:%%% of Stella P, ﬂ‘th- f..&witt,. ons-time recident
gaﬁuxmxy Hill, Syracuse Journal s September 19,

16, ccount of James Piek, Syzacuss Democret, April 22, 1915.

Ysyzacuse Journal Democxat. Septembor 19, 1920,

185, Sterling Morton, Illustrated History of Nebraska,
‘ 5:; {Lincolns Jocod North and m;amf;, 1%&}, p.. 347,

19l Demoexat, June 20, 1930,
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Mursery Hill, however, the observation would not appear -
entirélyﬂﬁaxxtut.ﬁﬁ' Although the postoffice previously
called Syracuse was mﬁved‘talthta~¢ammuniﬁy,'ﬁursery Hill
was not a predecessor of the present Syracuse,

‘The first root for the present town of Syracuse was
planted by the estsblishment of a school. In 1859, the
building which stood on Saltville was donated by its owner,
$.F. Nuckolds, to the settlers in the region to use as
& schoolhouse, In that year, sqb.'ﬁxawneil, George, Warner,
Jo. Sollenberger, R.O. Thompson, and possibly others moved
the house by meane of oxen and trucks to its new location,
The location was the southeast corner of the southsast
quarter of section 16, township 8, range 11.3& (Refer to
map, p. 9.) Although there were no other bulldings at
that location, it was logical for the settlers to move
the Nuckold's house to section 16, because in the Kansass
Nebraska Act of 1854, Congress had set aside sections sixteen
and t&irﬁvngixlin every township for the purpose of

20History of the Stats of Nebrask
Western ﬁisﬁdxig§1§%3hggn?. %%8'.1 .
2lcase, loc. git.

{Chicago: The
231,
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pstablishing schools. Tha act stated:

. . And ba _'haa-g¥gg3%ﬂ. That when
thﬂé%?hﬁ%‘éé the sald Territory shall be
survayed under the direction of the governe
ment of the United States, preparatory to
bringing the same into market, sectiong
nunber sixteen and thirty-six in each towne
ship 4n sald Territory shall be, and the
same are hereby, reserved for the purpose
of belng applised to schools in ssid Texri.
tory and in the States and ?e‘§§tnxiés here«
after erectod out of tha same,*

_ The territorial legislature had further encouraged the
founding of public schools whan it provided for the slece
tion of a2 mounty<sup§riﬁt¢ndant-by'pcpﬁlar‘vntg‘ Taxes
of not less than three nor more than five mills were to
be levied on 3ll property in the county by the suporintendent.
The proceads were to be distributed smong the various dis~
tricts on the basls of white children between the agos of
five and twantg»cn@.zar The school district established
on section 16, township 8, range 11, was known as District
27.

In ploneer days the establishing of a school was a
oertain sign of progress snd it appesrs that this was the
only school building betwesn ﬂebragka City snd the wesntern
border of the county in the early 1860%'s, “Surely,® stated

QQ@laﬁn, ¢p. £it., p. 103,
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Case, "its power f@ﬁ’ﬁtefélneaé was not hampered for the
want of territory ¢ver whiah the ta&cﬁar*a bell had aug
ninton,*2¢ o
Settlaﬂant arawaﬁ the &ehaai graéuallv begaﬂ.; The
" land set aside for school districts was not subject to
_settlement in the usual mannar; it should be noted, hamavax,
that the land could be settled. The wnéi.‘t&am to be met
" 'for ownership were stated in the laws |
“University, aqricuztuwal college, come
ﬁﬁa'§§°§§y°§a§§§§§a§agiﬁaﬁgﬁfie?; ”%fa
R g R GG
less than the appraised value.2®
6thar 33&& could be. ea&uxa& by the settlers at a
lower price, for under the Pre-emption ﬁﬁ% of 1841, lgné
was available for as litﬁie,aafﬁl,aﬁ an aér&; gftar th@
passrge of the Homestead Act in 1862, 160 ecres of land
could be cbtained by merely living on the land for five
years and paying e fee of $10.00. Desplite the higher
price the school lands were in demand, This was the case
because the settler stood to gain by improvement of the
land. The school land could not be sold untll §t would
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bring at least seven dollars an acre, and 1f the settler
'maﬁﬁ'igbiavementa on it, the improvements were to be
appr#iﬁed;aad paid for by the purchaser when the state
land sale waﬁ'ﬁelé,-,&ébraska law indicated the process
iﬁvezﬁga in the sale of tﬁeSé‘imprnvemeﬂta:

-Any person purchasing lends upon which
they have made improvements, shall be allowed
to dedutt the appraised velue of improvements
from the amount bid for said land; and &n
the event that any person purchase land upon
which any other person has improvements, the
purchaser shali pay the full price of sgaid

and to the county treasurer, and the county
treasurer shall pay the appralsed value of
the iggtavaments to the person owning the
SalGe.,. .

School sections thus were frequently settled and improved
before they were sold by the staﬁe.av

In the spring of 1861 two men, James Turner and Truelove
Tanney, began inprovements on the @aﬂtﬁ half of section 16,
Turner began improvement on the southwest quarter and
Tanney on the southeast, Tenney was the first to "break
the virgin sod” on this quarter and early in 1862 erected
the first dwelling on what was later to be the west side

of block &avea.ﬁs

aﬁgggg of & é State of Nebraska, 1867 (Omahs: A.D,
Batcontart 8y oy A3, ="

27¢8$9, m. m‘
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With s wife and several children, Tanney moved into
his new home during the spring of 1862, He worked a strip
of land north of his house extending westward during that
summer, ' Later in the year he sold:his land claim ond fme
" provements to his partner, James Turner. The following
spring, Tanney sold his house to George Masters, who
moved it four miles west of the quarter section to use
‘a8 & residence, Thus no building except the gﬁhﬁoi
remained on the section,2? ,
‘The claims on this quarterwsection of &aﬁ& passed into
different hands seversl times, James xnﬁnewutalé his
- ¢laim to James ané John Brownell, They sold to Seymour
Douglas, and he in turn to John Q. Buriaigh.ae’ This
type of tranaaat&ua was pax&&uaaﬁie accbxdia§ to statute
which read as follows:

-A'”f 'aim or improvement on th& pﬁbii¢
1and& has a transferable interest therein,
which may be sold on exsgution or otherwise,
and any sale of such claim or improvement
is a auﬁfigiant consideration to sustain

a pzbm&#&.

i Laws. 1855, p. 159,
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Sometime zaﬁervﬂawia&gﬁ_bniit a residence on block
seven in which he lived natzi}gaﬁﬁ. It 15 recerded that
during that time he raised cabbages on the ground which ie
now §$fth and Mohawk Stréets, One year’hb'Sﬁl& p@#t'ﬁf'tha
Nﬂxnp fax twenty-five cents per head at Nebrasks City, but

o fur%har profits were 1ast when a cow ate the remaining

‘nabhgge&,gﬁ

An aﬁaanﬁi by aﬂ aaxiy 5&%tiar rscalliﬁa these ﬁavt,
sxalataa that tha *fwﬁighkawa“ aaming thtaugh via the trail
" would oftea steai the gre&uats¢~veqetahlaa and watermeieatmu
the suttlaxa were gxawing f&r sale in Nebraska City, He
detaxibeé those men as “geneérally a ‘rough i@i“ 33 ﬁaezﬁas
cows and “f:a&ghﬁam&“ ﬁiatreasihs the f&rmnrs, gxasshapp&rs
at times w#xa so thick that ﬁh&y ate avewything but the '
prairie grass and potatoss, One settler even claimed that
he once with a swing of the hand Qﬂ&bﬁ@ﬁ-tﬁ%nt?mtwb griasw
heppera.3¢ .
‘Life in the 1860's included the mavamtnta of 1¢ag
wagon traing thrnagh the area. Many af ﬁhem beienga& to
the Mormans ﬁravei&ng to thezr ﬂawly ﬁstabixaheé gaiunw
in Utah. 1Indians, which had been ﬁlgpﬁageé by the &nwaﬁing
32Case, loc. cit.
Fnceount by:L,B. Smoyer, Syracuse Demoerat, May 6, 1915,
31b4d.
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white man, would often come in large groups to beg the
sattlers for food,2® Constant challenges to make something
out of the prairie c@nfxpnﬂsé'thgsﬁ pioneers, Lack of
cash ahd extremely high prices was one of the greatest
difficulties,® Fortunately, some of the settlers did
have the means to purchase good land and remain se permanent
residents, |

The awaited state land sale finally come in April,

1868, The state mlea:iy defined, the Processt
The  county clark shall g&wa notice , o o

aet navant? da{a from the notice, at 10
ofclock AM, all of the school lands w&li
be held to the highest bidder: Provided,
that no land shall be sold fox less t an its
appraised value, nor for less than seven

dollars per acvre in addition to the appraiagg
value of the improvements on the land . + .

James Thorn, a settler from Minnesota, bought the southeast
quarter of section 16 from tha state, and.in September of
the same year he purchased the improvements on this land
from Buxledgh, ‘ﬂnr;aigh'remaveﬁ his house and left the
purchaser in fuxl'poaaeasiona It appears Thorn lived on
the section only & short time for he became County Treasurer
and moved his possessions to Nebraska City in‘iﬁ?ﬁ, to

352§!ﬁe |
1915 3pccount by H.0, Hall, Syracuse Democrat, April 29,

37Laws of the State of M
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take over his duties thsxe. aampite this his ownership of

the land w&& vexy impnxnant ﬁa tha txue birth of . &yracuaeﬁag_

The six&aeg and &avantiea were charactexizaﬁ by axtenﬁivc
railroad construction tbxaughﬂut the ountry, 1n 1870, the
ﬁiﬁ;dnﬁ Pas&fi& Raiim&ad begafn c¢onstruction from ﬂsbraska Giﬁy
to Lincoln, Nebraska.>’ |

*Wm City Newsg %&m importance of the railroad was ahwm |

By May 1 [1871] cars should be running
from Nkbraska City to Lincoin, This route
%o Salt lake City will make the time to
Salt Lake from Chicago or S5t 3 Louis twelve
hours shorter than by Omaha, 0

In-an srticle appearing in the

Lend was acquired by the rallroads in various waye. One
way wae thrcugh donation by settlers. Possibly the community
of Syracuse should have been named Thorn, for certainly this
gentleman insured its existence. Thorn and vthers recognized
tha possibility of establishing a town from this rallread
development through Otoe County. Thorn, therefore, gave the
Midlend Pacific Reilroad cne-hundred acres of land to locate
through section 16, Surrounding land was contributed by
DLJ. McCenn, eighty acres; Mr. Manapenny, forty ascresj

fobert Maters, ten acres; and Nate Bray, ten acresa41

%8yorton, op. cit., p. 271.

3951bort Watkins, ﬁggtax§ of ggg gggg Volume {Lincolns
Wastern Publishing Gaépany. X"?, 42

“Onebragka Gity News, January 21, 1871,
*lcace, Jog. git.
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By Jﬁﬂﬁg 1871. tbe M&dian& Pacif&ﬁ Raiiraaﬁ was Come
@léte& to Lincoln,4? {(Refer to map, p. 24) (m 1’83 liam
twemﬁywﬁwa miles west of ﬁehraﬁka.ﬁity-aad thirty»fear
miles east of Lincoln, a new station was egtablashad‘w&th
an old. name~«$yxacﬁ$a. A former settlar gave tha eredit
to hex father, V.C. Btlﬁy, fat atta¢hing the praﬁinct*s
name to the new. %awn. Utley was & . land ageﬂt af the Bure
1ingtan anﬁ miaaeuri Rﬁilwaaé aﬂd ?ﬁ&idéé at uutﬁexy Hill.,
His ﬂaughtar aisa claimed to be the first zhild, and her
mathax the first wwmaﬁ to s&de on the train from Nebraska
Gity %ﬁ Lint@ln‘ 44

In Syxaﬁuse the xailxaaﬁ lost no time making its

43

impdrtanue f@iﬁ. An srticle in a Nebraaka city nawspapex
made the significsﬁee of the railroad quiia cleax"when
it stated: | | ;

The freight bus&nesa of the Midland
Pacific Railroad opens better than anti-
cipated, While other towns up and down
the river are standing still, Nebraska
City and Otoe County are building and
&m roving moxe than &ny'gxavimuadgﬁaru»

aaithy. y&xm&nent pxnsperiﬁy

”thahawﬁ Cleghorn Overton, Burlington
Harverd University Press, 1941), p. 279.

43 . g s
- Account b st&zla P, Utis Lesvitt Syrscuse Journ
9 mocrat, Septemgex I?. 1930 Y ' E |

“1pid.
“SNebraska City News, January 21, 1871,

118273
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From tha'fiﬁatitha road carried lexge amounts of produce
ané $ywaauﬁa gxaduailv baaame a majax ah&ppxng point for
mtos Gountv,#ék ’ L |
- A Plattsmouth paper sumped up the effect of the raile
xaad‘wﬁea'it'aakédg *what is the salvation of every ambie.
tious viilage in Nebrasks? The xaii;“*7
!ha history of Syracuse involved the movement of the
neme of Syracuse to several Iocations before it finally
ceme zq.fgg& at the present aié&; axiﬁaugh the name origl«
nated through some settlers' dream af_aerting a salt
industry, it shortly becsme established dﬁe to a very
different type of activitys-that of education, A school
was founded on é section of 1anﬁ'yraviﬁed by the territory
of Nebraska., The land surrounding the schosl attracted
additional settlers znd they in turn secured the railroad
to »un 1te new line through the sectien, Th€1RQM$ ¢h¢aaﬁ
for the ralilroad &taticﬁ~waa’$yza¢use‘ and the town which
developed around the utatian'énﬂ school became identified
by that name,
46History of the State of Nebraska, gp. git., p. 1202.
47overton, log. cit.
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CHAPTER I1I
THE INCORPORATION AND GROWTH OF THE COMMUNITY

'Syracuﬁe in the eatly days of Nebraska was fortunate to
gain a railreoad. This means of transportation gave purpose
and meaning to the seitllement's existence, Growth and interest
in it progrésséd tﬁﬂthe point ni actually laying out a town.
On Saptembet 21. 871, sux@eying of the town plat héggn.

Joel N, Converse and James Thorn lald it out with L.E. Sinsabaugh
assisting in driving the stakes.i On Névembez 18, the plat was
filed at the countye-seat with E.F. Warren witnesa&ng.g (ﬂefé:'
to map, p. 27.)

Construction of buildings began at a rapid pace. LJ.E.
Sinsabaugh broke ground for his residence on block twenty-three
on Septembexr 22, 1871.3 Dr, Colberg built the second dwelling
on the northwest corner of Third and Midland.4

~

k“’
1 s — . .
Histor ef Neb (Chicago; The Western
Historica. Gompany 8 | Ei“aﬁ“g ’ co :

2 Otoe County Deed Record Book B. Pe 230,
3

History Qf the State of Nebraska, L This source
states the Sinsbaugh dwelling was in blac ?his appears to
be incorrect; refer to F,A, Wood and G.N, Sroat. Nebraska City

ggggzx Directory {Lin¢cin: Journal Printing Company
‘f%gli, Pe panys

4 Wood and Sroat, gp. Cit., p. 117.
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Tanney Residence

Second School

Sinsabaugh Residence
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The third bullding was a saloon, and C.B, Linderman constructed
a hotel which was probably located near the réiix&aﬂ. Aiding
1n:th¢‘$upp1y1ng of materials for construction was the lumber~
yard estsblished by L.E. Sinssbaugh.”

Sinsabaugh also served as the railroad asgent, His office
was a8 xaiircné baxgar which at times would be moved along the
track to a more aonvcnieb% position, probably serving the com=
munity with a continuasl source of amusement,® |

Nursery axxz was naturally effected by the new town. First,
hy the loss of it& importance as & stopping place on the Over-
land Trail, and secondly, as a Qtntcr of trade, In a short
time its two stores owned by {C.W.?) Ireland and éhbott, and its
postoffice were moved to Syxacuss.v Eventually Nursery Hill
faded and tndavvoniy a marker signifies its former location,

Just as decline seemed to bzinglmaro decline in Nursery
Hill, growth seemed to ﬁitmuiata additional growth in Syracuse,
One authority obssrved, "Houses sprang up by the score and
stores of all txades-maitipiiﬁd.“a

3 Sackatt ¢, Case, "The ﬁarl; Hintory of Syracuse,
2Syracuse Journal®, February 8, 18

6 Case, log. cit.
7 History of the State of Nebraska., gp. Sit., p. 1232,
® wid., p. 1231,
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The population was increased when the first child born in
Syracuse, =fter the town was lald out, came to the L.E. Sinsebaugh
family, The son's name was William and he was born in December,
1871.? Increases to population, however, were more rapidly made
by‘thékmbvamdat of settlers into the community. These sottlers
began to organize into churches and social azdezi'as all groups
vf‘yeﬂpiabevnntually‘éé;“:

Tragedy and disappointment also played & part in these
early days. The picture would be most inaccurate if it pore
tiayed only prosperity and growth, Prairie fires were a constant
fear., The ‘railroad engines ﬂfteutthraw'aff sparks which would
‘cause such fires, One evening in the fall of 1872, when the
wind was high, this happened. Sweeping north of town, corn-
fields and haystacks burned; ﬁhe ftz@ was not stopped until it
reached the road running north and south of Syracuse., In its
path wes the cemetery which had been donated to the settlers by
George Warner in 1865, the first burial being his sister,
Charlotte, and the second, Mrs. Swindt, a German gattlar.lﬁ'

? mid.

3QAcseunt by Mrs, Sarah M. Warner Dunn, Syracuse Journg)
%ﬁﬂﬁ&&&i gmil 22, 1932, Mrs, Dunn was a sister of George
arner and
13

8. Case,

bt
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The two acrés afllanﬁ-ware-sgaﬁchedkhy the. fire. “One .man,.
xealizaagwthe;fﬁmevwas«hat'ﬁéqbéuatoppaa,utriedutafaa#awsema
'offthe»headstaaesrﬁyeﬁarryiﬁgfihemgihtaftha-xaad.n‘xn%theu~t~
*attampt“hé-brﬁke several of them two o . thresa. 1ncﬁe¢”ghnva' .
ithe. ground, ‘latex: neaeasitatinga%h94ﬁhoxtening of -the: alabs.ll
Avtornado: struck the town in 1879, and destroyed ox damaged
jéfnumher,aivﬁarms.and homes:: - The. three=-yeaxr old Congrega«:
tienél.ﬁhurchrbaildinguwas_aiéquamagsdwinzthe«termifia wznd.lz

}aesiaas natural disasters there were the economic probe
lems of pionesr life, All products’ had toibe shipped:g:eét
;distansea*radéiag»swbstant&al&yuta~thé cost. Most of the
"sett&ex55»having very little real: income, felt the difficulty
- of purchasing needed commodities, Examples ¢f . prices in
1876 were: twenty dollars a .month rent for asthreauxogm cottagey
sixty cents a pound for butter; th&tty»aiﬁe.aentS«far'cﬁre&V
ham' and much more fax'sligedw‘:at~this.t$mﬁuqarnawas éeiling
foxAtwenty~five+¢ea£§'afﬁﬁéhéllygwﬁén~una considers the
method of planting the corn as described by an old settlex,
the price given for each bushel takes on even more significance,

1pid,
12

Account by c.a. Page xgaggse Journal D
June 28, 1935, ’

xaAccgunt by A. %etkard,va.4'f sj;Qamograt, April 22, 1915.
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The twem'waiw ac‘fés of und he . plantm An corn were ﬂxérkeﬁ' out
with & sled markexr while a boy dmpped in corn seed in. the. ma:ks«
a8 they passed timn. . Corn was often used as’ fmsl, for it was.
cheap and coal was exceedingly scarce,i4 |

Baspita these problems md sharwomingg ‘the.citizens looked
to the future by requesting the incorporation of the town, The.
county commissioners had prepared for this event in 1874 ;whm .
t‘hw aﬁmm’taﬁ 2 town board to serve. as the m&-ttai 'gwéz’:majﬁ; |
m&t of Swacuse. The men comprising. thu besam wera L.E. ¥ |
ﬁxmabaugh, ?.G. miey. J.E, Case, W.B, Stam. and H.H. J‘aspsrson.
$¢m1ng as town. ¢1wk was I, Ledoyt and 8.C, casn was the poiiae
3udgc.15‘

. The officisl mmrporatim of Syracuae came on January 5.
1875, The appointed town bosrd began to tﬁ:msact business on
Januery sixteenth and on May third of the same year the board
was officlally elm;tqd'hy the Syracuge voters to serve the come
munity, Syracuse was now a town established under the laws of
the state, fully functioning as a local unit,1

_ 14&;4. ,
15u1atory of the State of Nebraska, loc. cit.
16‘3&30. m. m-
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The first ordinance passed in Syracuse ciéau with the tim
and place of meating of the Board of Trustees., The board was
' tahmgéﬁ at the Mohawk Lumber Company on the second Friday of
each month at half past seven o’clock,}” Ordinances two
ihxeugﬁ'fivafdéfinﬁﬁ the duties of the ;it?iafficerg.aand.ex&4 
inance six reguired all liquor establishments to be licensed,18

i'he seventh §x€!i.nama prohibited;. |

" ee .‘aﬁv‘hor&a;fmarc,;guXéeﬁ;amule..Jaﬁkt
Jennie, bull, cow, ox, stag, steer, calf, swine,
Tinite of Syracuse.d9 o o° WAth the corporate

The town marshall was put tn'ahawg& of enforcing this all ine
clusive law and 1fiaccamp1ighed'it probsbly was done with great
difficulty. In 1876, a big cattle cﬁxfai-exiétaﬁ where the
Syracuse standpipe is today and cattle roamed the hills of the
virgin prairie as far east a# tht vi#iniﬁy of Turlington, and
undoubtedly west into tha'tﬂwn,?a
The rulings of the new town government extended further
to pragiaion& to license wagons and peddlers, to prohibit the
shooting of guns in the town, and, of course, to levy taxes,

17 i Awdlnancss aff Sumantiaa Ranb T Tantawas iﬁ ’!ﬁ%“.

1710w Ordinan: s of Syracuse. Book I. Januaxy 16, 1873-

20pccount by A, Lockard, loc. cit.
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Not all taxes of the hew town had to-paild with. actual money,
To imgmva roads & poll tax of two clavs work was levied on sa#h
able bodisd man who lived within the corporate limits of the -
town: Three dollars could be psid in-lieu of the work.2} This
inﬁicated amathim sbout the wage scale of the day. |

- The uammity gréw not only in population but in area &o
ue&lo ©On May 10, 1875, the first addition was medé to the &ariga»
inal plat knm as Thorn's Addition, Its location read the SE)
of ‘the mg af amtim 16, tmmsship a. range 11.22 Amthw addie
tion came three years later ‘when David 8, Gray, formerly of
Columbus, Ohio, added land to the community on April 26, 1878,
Known as Gray's Addition it was located in the S4 of the NEY of
section 16, tawnehiﬁ 8, range -1;.% Again, in 1879, appa:at;m
of land was added to the northern part of the community called |
Gray's Second Addition.24 _

The population at this time was estimated to be from four
‘to five hundred residents.2® The significence of the

N y Ordingnees of Syraguse, Book I. gp. cites p. 83,

Count Desd Record, Book X, p. 343,

: : Sounty Deed Record, Bagk 3. p. 339,
%WWM@M» Book 1, p. 9.

2Srhe Syracuse Jouznal. July 26, 1678,




nusber ie recorded in & statement of the press;
 Syracuse has’ nesxly daﬁhled its size
during the past twelve months, and no
-.§§§xaﬁﬁﬁﬁt”ietgﬁztﬁﬁﬁﬁ“agggﬁtdigbgiggxsts
. size botween now and the first of Januaxy.gﬁ E
ﬁmnng the thiﬂga-which were ﬁcmurxing in ayraauae were iﬁﬁ'
gxaaaesrin shipping and use of Syraause as aﬁvagricuituvai #&aw |
’t¢r¢ Eviﬁe&ce of . thia activit?'waa ‘found . on tha town's aﬁxaﬁtu |
whem the nﬁmhaxa/uf hers& %e&m$~wara cyunied aﬁé savex&l duya
”xaached the suw af fnrty. The gﬁain ané etabk daalax& were rem
Jﬁeiviﬁg thir%y to forty lﬁads o£ these cammﬁéitieﬁ éailv.27Azf"
?he rallroad carried %hé products aut af $yrscuse ta' _”f'
Nibxaaka~€&tw-ﬁnd Linﬁaxn. In 18?9. 80 cars of gxaiﬁ and 1oa |
~cars of stock were ahippaé from the tﬁwn.zg Ev lssl, shipping
“had increased to 646 Iaadad ¢at$a~wh¢at ~ B43 tye - 11* barley ~
'34: cern - 323¢ ¢att1a - 94; and swine - 130, The year 188]) .
was a comparatively poor year in ﬂﬁbraska; thus, the commereial
activity that $yracusa-w&a shawing indicated that it was quite ;

@ ihipplﬁg pa&nﬁ.zg

ﬁﬁzﬁg;Sgggcaaa Jggrngl,.ﬁay 35 1878,
Wm m; mwh 1. 1878,

%gggﬁgg ;:gifgépu can gﬂgaéfﬁﬁ&ng 6ﬁ§g§g§§§b  ;
® [ ] i

ting
222,

SUBE,

9hsstory of mm of Nebzasks, 9p. sit. p. 1232,
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Businesses wore incruasing, also. In 1682, eighty-ons
differsnt services wors offered in Syracuse 3ncluting susi-
cal instruments, sowing mschines, and 8 carriage factory. an
The carxdige factory, smploying eight workmen, was operated
by H.A. Barnes end hed been construcied in March, 1880, at
a cost of 32800, It produced from thres to four thoussnd
dollars of équipment “mmilmm LA guarsy about five wiles
f.w:n_;éyrwﬂm was also haiﬁg devaloped. Some of its light
gray stonp was shipped by rsil to be used in the buslding
of the Nebrasks ponitentiaxy in E.inmmgm

in 1877, the didlend Pacific Rallroad line waw acquired
by the *ﬂwlﬁmt@n and Bigsouri mn@g&m;% This vegenization
built additionsl buildiags and steck yardss #t handle the
groming conowrse. The trade cape from all 'ﬁ';zm sucrounding
country-side which by now was & settled farming section,

It should be noted that the buiiding of the town had
firet bean primarily in the Nemaha betiom which ruas south
of the town in proximity <o the vrallyead trecks. As the
towi grew, howaves, it grodually movad upwerd wintil now its
businweses end -”’“Mﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁ were on ‘highw mwm.m

%gﬁkimﬁ ope Sites po 392,
Syood and Sroat, gp. £ites po 118,

!
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To- make this movement possible additional land was acquixed.
In the year 1883 the Fourth Additior was: made;35 Six years
later;, Gattan*a Additiﬁﬂ was added. whi}e a. fuxther extantian o
was made the | f&llawiﬁg yaar.aﬁ The Seventh Additien to Sywa¢usc.\ 
was made in 1898,37 - | |

- The population of Byracuse grew at a staady pace, - In 1880,
the cerisus reported 510: citizéns in the cammunﬁty.33 Ton yoars
Jater there weie 728, and in 1900 the gopulation was 861,39
During: this same perlod the: papulatiun of the coﬁnty’decteasﬁd
by thr&a ‘thousand ‘people and thus the continual grawth of |
Syrncuaa was aignifieant,“o ‘The .1o¢al newspaper commenting

m*&xmm.ﬁga Pe 423,

Index of De “2§§§§L
'? 236, Th e a d tions ma a te Syr acuse s nce have buan
Simpson's addition, 1916; Eighth Addition, 1927; Ninth Aﬁditian.
1945;: Tenth Addition, 19%0; and Wood's Addition, 1951, All
plats are in simllar record books os those ¢ited in the Register
of Deeds Office, Otoe County Courthouse, Nebraska City, Nebraska.
- {Refer to map, p. 37.)

383urtau of the Census, Tenth g%,%%r
&aagl tzonéstlgga 4 (washiugtan: Gavernma nting @f ct.
¢ P

39,
stageg.ﬁigégf zégiggggf?gﬁgﬁing ont av%%ﬁaﬁgg'gzis%fhgné§§§

40§§i§9
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PIGURE 1Y

OUTLINE MAP OF SYRACUSE, NEBRASKA--1958
Indicating growth from original quarter-section

(From Power System Extensions Map)
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on this trend stated:
Syracuse never had what is facetiously
called a "boom® but she keeps on grewing
and improving with the regularity 'of the
seasons, overy year forging shead on the
up grade. This year [1892] several new
dwellings have been erected, a cob~plpe
factory started, and one new finoe brick -
store bgiiﬁiag-aédeﬁ-fﬁ its business dise
trict, 4l . _ o
. This growth Wwis also recognized by other communities
in'aggtheastetﬁ Nebraska. From a Palmyra paper. came the
ifo}l@w&ﬂg ttems
‘Syracuse is pushing to the front o « o o
in neat streets, fine stores and is drawing
to her the whole trade of central Qtoe. The
fact that sho has outstripped all other
villages of the county and is fast becoming
its leading town is 3 pleasure to realize
and absurd to deny.32 - ' ‘ h
The incorporation and growth of Syracuse was a steady
process of development, The railroad, which gave the settle-
ment a reason to become a town, drew people and businesses
into the community. The true atability of Syracuse was not
centered in the rail, however, but in the land, Only as other
means of transportation and lsrger trade centers developed, did
the true significance of the agricultural potential of the
Syracuse vieinity become evident, Trade and population figures,
however, do not give a complete pictire of the development of a

commuaity. The aﬁltnral growth of Syracuse was likewlse important,

4lsyracuse Journal, November 4, 1892,
42quoted in Syracuse Journal, December 2, 1892,



CHAPTER IV
THE CULTURAL ASPECTS OF SYRACUSE

The early plonesrs brought from the East the institu-
tions which they valued, and estoblished them on the prairie.
In thelr new ﬁammunit&ﬁé they aet up schools, churches, and
social groups which had been significant ports of their
former 11fe, Although the cultural 1ife was probably not
as highly developed as in the East, tha western prairie
Towns soon developed a culture of thelr eﬂa'uhieﬁ net the
needs of the people. |

As previously traced, the school played a major role
in the founding of Syrecuse, The land on which the town
developed was first set mai&e as a school district, and its
initial dbullding wos a house the saxly pilonsers had hauled
to the site In 1859 to meet the need for an educational
center, Thirty-.one pupils were registersd in that fiyset
school of District 27. These children ranged from five
to fifteen yesrs of age and wore drawn from an ares as
far wost 3% 1o the edge of the Palmyra district, which
was spproximately fifteen miles., Although thixty.one was
the p&taﬁ%iaz'waruxlmant of the school, only thirteen pupils
sctuslly subnitted their names for the zail; and the sverage

sttendance was five &tu&tnﬁﬁ.i

dsyracuse Demoerat, November 8, 1911,
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The teachers in theso pionecr days recoived approxie

mately twilve dollars per month selaxy. One of the first
teachers was Mise Olive Johnson who traveled from Val-
peraiso to District 27 by oxecort to fill the teaching
position. Bhe later becsme Mrs. C.C. White of University
Plsce, rememberad for her generous contridutions to Nebraske
Wesleyan University,® |

fchool .mﬁm&aﬁm graduslly incrossed %o that by tho
43&?&*5- when Amclia Andrews was the teméém fifty students
were attending the mhtmiﬁ This $ncrease in onvollment
created the need for more facilities. Consaequently in
1872 a now sdifico was sonstructed at a Cost of four
thousand dollars which wos the pride of the entire come
sunity. It was o large building locsted on the f£lat south
of town {present city perk) and was one of the finest
buildings of its type in the state. For a number of ysars
it provided adequats faciiities for the school watmﬁ
This bullding at a later date was moved %o the place

(ks (Chicago: The Westsrn |
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where the community hall is now Jocated, and was. used as
a éatélg sometime later ii.éﬁrae&'ﬁmwﬁ*ﬁ

The gchool term consisted of two sessions; the first
‘began in Séptgmbex‘aﬁd'eééedfia‘ﬁaxﬁﬁp’th& sezond began in
March and'éuﬁﬁinueé unitil Jﬁiy.“iiteraxy exercises for the
community were hé&é'aﬁ the end of the fall session, and’
sttendance fax the year was reported to the cnmmuﬁiiy in
July. In 18?3. thex& were sixtywsix pupile betwean the
‘ages of five ard twentywone enrcolled. The average attaadance,
however, was forty~foury there was only one teaﬁhex.ﬁ

in November of 1875, A.E. Rathburn furthered educational
7~bragx$$s.by bringing the first printing press to Syracuse,
The initiasl product of thi# gmasa was an advertising hande
bill for the Huxd and Waldoxf H&xﬁwaxe Sﬁaxe. The first
issue of the Syrscuse Reporter appeared undex the editaw*
ship of Rathburn on December 11, 18?5.? Three years later
the §ggggggg~g9§§g§&gwas published with Albert Joyte as
its editor; the first issue wss dated January 25, While

5acc¢unt by George Bxay acuse J
July 26, 1935, » Sxzacuse

6The Syracuse Jourpal, July 12, 1$?8.

: 7Sackett C. Case, "The Eaxiv Histamy of Syracuse,*®
_Syracuse Journal, ﬁbbruary 8, 1878

gl Democrat,
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| :‘.‘%&t was a weekly paper, there wers tines when issues were
) ;mum sent.weekly.® In 1882, Reversnd George S. Alexander,
& Methodist minister, boudt the newspepexr. Other pmmmmm
‘smm his son, Arthur, George W, m, LB, Ustean, Willlas H.
ﬁ:vmzm and James and Will Xesthley.? In 1885, the Syraguss
Bally Journal wes estoblished, but 1t continued in existence
for only & short tixe. The sawe year, snother weekly was
founded, Ihe Syracupe Herald, which wes Sssued until 1898 when
it was absoxbed by the Syxacuse Dewocxat. The Damocxyt which
had been started two years nni&w with H.E, Baker as ite mﬂ.«-
tox, exerted considexsble political influence for the Democratic
cause until it was consolidated oh May 1, 1917, with the Repube
~1ican Jouxnsl to form the Syracuse Journsl-Demacret The own=
sre, Will Keithley and Melvin J, Wilkins, claimed the new paper
would be nonepsrtissn. In 1935, two small independent papers
merged with the Joupnal-Dexocrst making this paper widely
read in Otos County; these were the ﬁmx“. Hebrasks, Entex~
m and the Burr, Nebraske, Bullstin

In the esrly days of Syracuse Smmaimg spproximately

) aym& th‘ -.it‘u‘.ia.‘:. Y vel by
Bociety.

9A'Et theldon, Nebraskas, 1)
A f%lﬁmm Lewis PubITehing , The
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two~thirds of the newspaper's mstoriel was purchased on
boller plute from an outside gource. It contalned the
standaxd copy on nationsl snd state offedrs. The remaindexr
of the papey was iﬁ@ﬁiigf«ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ and printed and served as
3 conmantary on community iﬁf@u Stories, scsays, seviews,
advertisements, and news of the world certainly made the
nowspaper an educational sedium. The editorials often
sexrved as pricks to the community's consclence,

An example of this was one editorts fecetious article
onn the gubject of visits ta\g§a school. He pointed out that
duzring the term of 187776 tﬁa&a had been only one visit
to the school from the countye-supezintendent, none from the
Boasxrd of Education, and only one perent had put forth the
effort to visit, The jJournalist wont on to presume that
the mexbers of the school bourd wers not accustomed to visite
ing school snd, therefore, did not wish to break their
usual custom., He slso felt the perents ought to be complis
aanted on the sagnitude of their interest in the sducstionsl
grﬁcaﬁa.ll

in 1880, £t wes found necessery to enlarge the facilities
for public instruction snd snother building was constructad

Ugyracuge Journsl. July 12, 1678,
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on thm hill avﬁrznakiﬂg the town {pt#a&ﬁ% ﬁitn of iﬁhﬂﬁl}
at & sqam of two thousand doliazs. fhxau dapawtuﬁatn were o
. ghen uat ugwuﬁuu-&n the new building and one &a the eldﬁia o
The upsnxgafxnzaaxaaimaﬁk.aux;ng these yanmu.pmaanbiijma
&u&]&@'@&@iﬁ-a&t%igﬁﬁﬁ&‘&nfghaﬂfaxmfﬁﬁaa auxxbﬁndiagﬁsyrﬁm :
:¢ut&.tsﬁhér’ﬁ&#a éﬂ:éﬁaﬁéiﬁg'iagr#asaﬁ;&ﬁ:thﬁ'iﬁaﬁ‘s populas
tion, ay 188z, ﬁpgxoxiaﬁta&y two hﬁnﬁ:ad pupiis ationded
_@&gan&@% 273 sfvﬂﬁtrvfava of thase chixﬁxﬁa wase in the
prisary grsdes housed in the old bullding. The faculiy
ot this time consisted of Willism O, Romch, principel and -
high gchool . tﬁaﬁh&tﬁ Ahna Le Pazry, testher of the Lnterw .
wadiste; and  Cerrie Link of the primary éapaxtmnnt.ig

Agein in 1889 more school room was needed. - At the
annual weeting of the school district held on June 24, 1889,
thaAgatmana discussed the pﬁus&hi;&ty~éf & pew ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂiybﬁﬁiﬁ%
ing in Block 13, Gray's Second Addition to Syracuse, on
property owned by the district. At & speclsl election on
August 12, 1BBS, the voters suthorized ihe xs&uaa¢§fﬁ£=¥wa
thousand dollaxs &n'banda 0 ywﬁvada'iwx its @anﬁtxuaﬁxanﬁzﬁ
The finsl cost exceedéd this to & sum of $998. The school

21story of the Stete of Mebresks, log. git.

*oppig.
14gyzacuse Democrat, August 17, 1889,



45

which had besn bullt in 1880, was removed to the east side

of the property to permit the srection of the proposed new
building. Mir. EAlAs of Omaha sexved s srchitect, Congtruce
tion began in December, and school was firet held in the

. how muﬁm on Septenber 8, mm.m

| The school in Syrscuse added un sleventhegrade course

to its curriculum in 1888, and in the yesr 1908, it offersd
for the first tize & tmism?ﬂn ﬁxongm._m The Jength of
the achuol yesx was nine months st the tuxn of the century
with » two doy vacation st Thenksgiving snd two weeks et
Christeas for the puplls. Duriag the school year the actiw
vities held in the mml for the students wexre somewhat
mmm by thelr drregular attendance. A notice in the newss
paper 8% the bBeginning of the tory wis an filustration

of thist "Let all pupils arrvange, if possible, to begin work
the f8ret doy of the term #s it is vm?ia?mamr‘ for the tescher
and gives batter setisfaction to all." Another fndicetion
of the problem wes in the enroliment statistics. In the
school year 18991900, the school enrollment in Syracuse
Jusped to 333 students«~151 boys and 182 girls,

.mﬁwﬁmkﬁ &Mk of Mlnutes of District 27, no dete, property
of the Syracuss Public Hchoo) *% zlst 22, + P

i6pecord complled by P.A. Epley in June, 1940, located
at the Syracuse Public Schoul. ! '

Avgust 26, 1896.
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Of thess the average dally sttendance for boys was 1254:;ﬁ
giris 139032 In the school year 1900-1901, howsver, the
enrollment dropped to 250 students. The explanation given
for this was the Free Attendance High School lew being declared
uncungtitutional by the Buprepe Court, thus compelling non-
resident students to pay tuition.d? It weems evident with
this varistion in student sttendsnce that the school must
have had great difficulty in plaaning it prograw.

By 1925, Ancrossed sanrollment and the need for en exe
panded curriculum made Lt necesssry for this districst to
build an annex to the mailn building, Thias houzed the Junier
High Schoole»a type of divieion which was begoming quite
popular at that time, The expanded curyicuium included o
health progresm, music, normsl tradning, snd sn extended
comwercisl course.<0

Another community activity related very closely %o the
schools of Syrascuse was the 1library. As sarly as 1878, the
Syracuse Journal proposed the establishment of n'igbsary
and in support of this measurs suggested it would be & means
of gotting “Lidlers® off the streets %o use their time in

Lo o

1&

. Remocrat, June 7, 1900.

wm Pamocrat, September 6, 31900,

20uinutes of the Regular Meeting of the School Board,
October 18, 1924,
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Pintelloctusl recvestion®.2} While a resding room was
astoblished in the downtown district, it wes not until
Apxzi'zg 1901, that the Board of Trustees officially crsated
a'pubziu‘zibxaay and reading room. For a time It was located
in the Odd Fellows ﬂalig By 1905, the iibrary contained
1262 volumes and wos loaning approximately foyxtywsevan
}h@akg a wmek¢3? Not only local citizens, but elso ferm
- famllies in the surrounding arsa made use of its facilities.

Another institutlion which the plonsers tronsported teo
the prairie from their former homss was the church. The
deneminations whi&ﬁ.cxgaﬁ&a&érwaxe‘aimaiax to those in
the Esst, and though their houses of wosship were not os
large and their gersmonias not as formal, their sexvices
WOTsS 3ﬁat 86 meaningful.

In Qtoe County, raligious history goes back to tha 1850,
The picnsers would gather under the "largest tree in Otoe
County®, located qight to ten miles south of the present
Syracuss, for pxeaahiﬁg on an oocasional Sunday. Everyone
in 8 redius of approximstely twenty miles would journey to
tuke paxt in the woxehip service snd heax the missionaries
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who traveled from Nebraske &iw o Amsﬁh,m in 1898, e
Methodist cless 3%#_ oxganised and met in the Jacob Sollens
bargor home, two and onshelf @ilés southeast of the present
mma“ In 1866, Syrecuse wae part of @ mm;m circuit
which inciuded Palmyrs, Heldna, Rockford, and towns in
" Johnson and Nemsha counties. Under the guidence of the
Reverand David Marquette, services were held at the
Sollenbergexts home and later in the odd scheol Xm‘:aﬁaéi
at the scuthesst corner of Syzacuse.2>

A group which firs: took the name of the Hursery

Hill Congragation Church was sloo sctive at this tios,
AR first services of worship wers held in s achoolhousa loe
cated o mile south of Wursery Hill, but in the 1870's the
group begen €0 meet.dn the stors of Norris Dennls in-
Syracuse. Almost st oncs the ides of bullding s church
began %o formulate ia gheir minds, and in LE73, two years
“aftexr the town plat was zade, a church building was cone
structed of 81330, which had been subscribed by cembexs of
the congragation. Tha Raverend Gevrge Davie wae the pastor

IRERATY O3 | USxpsuse Epthodist
a3, Syrecuss,; N 4

. 9f he Stata of Nehzaskg. 8B SiS.. pe 1231



49

while the huilding aemm&%t&a c&na&nt@d af S =M ﬁudxey¢ !
J.Q. Burloigh, J.H. Mckie, and M.B. Castleton.?® Tnis-
W3S ﬁhe §£rsa ﬁhﬁtﬁh te be buily’ n &g&scuses The next’
y&ax, in ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁbﬁﬁj 1874, it was decided. to change the name
of tha:¢kurah ta the FPirst S@ngxagaﬁiﬁnai Ghuxch of &y&&@“§§.
ﬁaﬁreaka. A.zoll call of &axly~uﬁnis§era 19 this church
would inﬂluda such names as Jomes Hall, C.G. Bisbee, G.MiF. .
;@aaasiagt&ﬁg HoSx Thompson, Thomss Hrown, and M.F. Pl&ﬁtva? |
F@x»g kima‘caagxagati@ﬂaiisaa shared their church

building with tho Methodists who 4a 1678 built thedr own
sanctusry. This church waes leceted on lot twelve which had
baon purchagsed for fifty-five dollare; the building constructed
was of the frame type with the traditicnal a@wepﬁa.za

« The Bsptistes had not exgeaixad & church in Syraguse
but at times met in the @@ngx@g&timﬁaz Church undaesx the
1&391:&%&@& of the Reversnd H.T. Véaa,;g ﬁn&th&z'ahurah,
the $aint thn*a‘&?angaiiaax-ﬁhux@h; was organized en.
June 26, 1880 with sevantean families.. The first structure
bullt by this denowination lasted from 1682 to 1907 when

”ﬁg_,;g., pe 1222,

%ﬁm@mmﬁwﬁw les: ot
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another church edifice was bullbs The Eyangelical Church
was admitted to aynodical mmﬁermx> in 1881, 30 ;'Xn ﬁct;obem
1880, the PFirst Bvengelical Iuther Church of Syracugo wWas
born, Juat a year lamr &8 ‘imi:l.éim' wOe ampmwa, o 3uuaay
ﬁahml was in ﬁzaemtim, and & ;}&tﬁamaga wm&z provided for
the Reverond C, Wauman, the firet 13&&35@33"*31

Other religious dencminations weve later eéstablished-«
Saint Paul's Catholle Church and the Federated Church, both
sonstructed buildings, Tho Lutherans divided into two
groupss~the Luther Memoriel English Imtheran Church snd
the Firot Lutheran Chureh, |

The church 4in Syracuse set tertain ﬂﬁmﬁwds for the
commmunity. The thoughts oxprossed in 1902 by thoe Roverond
B, Lowis of tho Oongrogational Church oxomplified this:

He who would destroy Sunday by using it
for work or play is'a i:mii;w to his country

» » « Our intenso, mmiggn 118 1ife nakos
a rost aay immmi:ivm

I swearers would be fmmamz to use some
asommon words like gmpm gamhma 3 OF pruiieg
it wmﬂt:‘i not be so ba ut they ¢an bring
in the most macrad wmvﬁs in our mmguagm
God, Heaven, Hell, amd Josus Chrigt.

rarvely hear educaied men swoars ﬁmamng s’
an mdmab%m of :lggmmmm of poverty of
:mmmmm

SRW ﬁmmgt; July 3.‘3, l‘?ﬁ&p
338yracuse Demooret, August T, 1902,
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On the same doy the sbove was praazhe&* the subject for
the evening service was. the evils of tobacco.

The Sunday Schools, the men's organizations, women's
groups, and the chuxch choirs have given oppeortunity te
1311 ages and gbilities throughout the @emmunity’$~his§ary;
The church bazezrs, dinners and County Fait stande have
alsc been contributions.

The fevportance of religion was shown 4n the stability
of the churches of Syracusg, Although the Congregational
Church disbanded in 1930 an?t its bulilding. becems the
present library, and the Federateds Church &£$¢Q2Vﬁd ite
crgenizetion, the five other churches indicated sbove have
continued to exiat, ¥ o

Throughout the yesrs, fraternesl end other social organie
zotions have also provided interests for the citizens of
Syrasuse, As early as 1873, an orgenization of the Indes
pendent Order of Odd Fellowes and one of the Good Templers
existed, On June 24, 1875 the Mount Moriah Lodge of
Masons received its cherter with seventeen memberz. Other
organizotions which ceme to Syratuse during the yesrs wera
the Haaaabaa&, Woodmen ¢f the Woxld, Yeoman,; Esgles,

Mgyracuse Journel Democzst, July 19, 1934,
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ﬁﬁ%ﬂ#&ﬁti'&ié;‘ﬁﬁdu@thﬁfﬁaw‘?k@*@ﬁé&mnﬁﬁh Post of the
ﬁxan& ﬁxmy of tho Republic wan wrg&niwaﬁ in July, 1879,
wiﬁﬁ,aigh&&&n maﬁ%mté.ag ' T e o o
| The Eagle iﬁﬁg&, when ' lt Sig axiﬁﬁ, had %ﬁﬁb # lamge
senbay ﬂhivg mypwmaima%&i? twe hondred, that it built o hall
,§¢m it@ ectivitics, Dedicated ia 1813, it wae e fine tioe
story brick hmimn@.% This bullding was purchssed in 1920
:w? the tauﬂ trusteus for four thoussnd dolians o be upatd
 3$ &jﬁ@m@aﬁiﬁy hall ardd i &&&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ:aﬁ

In k?ﬂﬁg‘ihﬁ Brilliaat ﬁiam'ﬂhapﬁar flomber 178 of the

Bsstern S480 was instituted end hos remuined asctive in
Syracuse throughout the yagx$~sﬁk 3o oddition, Scoute,
Lions, end the Americen Leogion have been etrong slewments
within the eﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂii?.

Beyond those sociol orxgondizptions, many ganaral. sotie
vities in the ceamunity conveyed 1ts history. In Moy of
1883, the citizens of cootral Otee County formed an organis
zetion to prozote a county falr, Jt mas decided to purchase

am%mma thzaska, leg. sit.
- g Donoerat, November 21, 1%12.
Democrat, sapumr 24, 1520,
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thirtyethree acres of land southwest of the village of
_Syracuse to use as the fair grounds. Shares valued at
£ifty dollars each to an amount of five thousand dollers
‘wﬁxe*iaguyﬁé_f&f@ﬁé»hgit_m@;a_xgép track wos part of ‘the
_plaﬁ;fftha description of the grounds followsi

: . _The entire thiztyethree acres were
enclosed with a seven~foot tight board fence.
A gopdly number of bux stalls were constructed
for horses and a large number of cattle stalls,
| kﬁ?_nﬁﬁﬁ and sheep pens were all anclosed.
A floral hall o + + & fine ticket vifice
. at the anﬁr&ﬁ#@.-gtnnggsﬁaﬂﬁ. Judges stand
- e s o« wete all bullt,”c? ' .
The Otoe County Agricultursl and Mechanical Association
held their snnual faily on these grounds fer a number of
. 4Q . . ' : ’
yeaxs.  In 1890, additional use of the grounds was made
when it was decided to construct a kite=shaped mile race
track extending noxth and south of the fair ground on lend
J9ased” fo@ that purpose. The track became wall-known
throughout the state. The next year, approximstely
one hundred and £ifty horses f£illed the stalls on the:

fagsﬁsqribe& fn the Syrscuse Journa} Reweszat

22, 1934,
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grounds, In sddition, one~half and one=elghth mile tracke
were added, while & doublesdecked amphithester made it
possible to view the roces in comfort. The effect of
this sctivity on the cosmunity wes described ia the followings

o So meny visited the town during this time
that the hotel couldn't sdcomodate its guests,
and K. Helderness bullt an sddition sk

- the hotel sgain ae lerge. ﬁaz:mm hm a amtmy
maxkat for hay, stoaw, and gr wpm

gould to the grounds sny m&g
SOmR wﬁ:&a&fﬂl axhiﬁ%iﬁm of ape gg@
Dr. D.Y. HLlL, sho sbipped iﬁ m::sm from the ﬁmﬁ
and had a form to0 ratse mapes, stﬁtmsa
From sbout 1880, to the sdvent of the

autonshile, Byracuss was the best Racwn town

in the state a 83,8 horse center for the light

haxness heTee.
What hepponed o this #ﬁ‘&#ti&%&%& which sxisted in Byrecuse
for & nusber of years? The hard times of 1894 oxe Rlamed
for its disappearsnce, With economic problems fecing them,
the stockholders withdrew, the sounty commissioners stopped

4
their support, and the tretk wes amw owr, d

a Pemograt, Juns 22, 1%1* '
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To take the place of the falr snd possibly the agtivities
of the receetrack, sn wvent was originated in September of
1906 called “Syracuse Day®. It was & gela sffsir with
,éﬁﬁaraﬁiaﬁ& #11 along msin strest, & plcnic, » parads of
ﬁ&ﬂﬁig-ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁii gawaﬁanﬁ'atﬁax'aétifﬁﬁy. The newspapsr
%&&iﬁﬁé,fiva‘ihauaaﬁﬁ peppie pagticipated in the first
Syracuse Day®". This was the hsgiﬁﬁiaa of an annual
‘wvent which sxisted until 4t was incorporoted into the
anfusl county faiﬁo*&' |

in oddition to the sbove event, ths population
of Syrscuse alse enjoysd & huge Fourth of July celebration
in Sts eaxly history. The celsbration in 1899, for Snstsnce,
included the town decorsted in zed, white snd blus bunting,
flags flying; & parade hesded by the Cook, Nebresks, band,
with singexs and speakers following in carrisges, and the
fire department all mﬁz&h&n& to the aié f&iw‘ﬂfﬁﬁﬁﬂtw n
arrival an address was g&#&a,ta conpwmorste the ogossion, a
bell game during the afterncon was held fsaturing Syracuse
varsus Talwege, and horse, bicycle and footeracing were
enjoyed, S8kills werws alsoc tﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁ&,t<€ua~aﬁ;wa@ and
the ﬂm;t,‘ﬁ#nk,aﬂﬁ Ladder Companies of the fire depaztment
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hald & racewsthe hege cenpany being ﬁiﬁ%ﬂti@ﬁﬁuﬂﬁ Such
‘aaﬁiviﬁiéﬁ took place in the town three or four times a
yﬁax‘ﬁzth V&x&anﬁ'ﬁ¥$¢$ of plenies and celebrstions.
Caly one of the events rempins today-~that of the Otoe
G@unﬁ? ?ai&. “

Orgenized athletics &egﬁﬂ to be of lmportaente to the
- community around 1899. At that time there wﬁt&.ap§:¢m$ﬂﬁ£&iy
theae inter-schoel ﬁaat&all GRIW & acheduled s veas. The
toams on the raatﬁz of aamgati&iﬁﬁ included Omshs and
Habrasks @itv. The annual gawe betweon Nebresks Gty
and Syracuse wes alweys & cclorful svent. One yesr the
antire schecl with pennsnts flylng went to meet ﬁh@
train bringing the Nebrusks City team. Syrecuse won that
foothell geme with & score of twentyeaine to five, and
sftar the game a large &ﬁﬁﬁyﬁ&ﬁﬁ'fﬁw 81} the players was
hﬁia,‘7 Cemmunity baseball hss besn 9@9@&&2‘#@ $yxaaus& |
& in many Nebrseks communities. In Syrscuse it ¢onsisted
of & summer goetivity in which the town's people followed
the team eround to all the communities in the sres to
wateh them play. In 1916 a specisl elsction was held in

Syracuse a% which the voters approved Sunday kasabaila4a
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+ - Another activily which the town hes always seemed 1o
have supported, was a city band made up not enly wf school
studants, but also older zasiéenﬁ&. This band would play
summez concerts in the park and tour the fairs in the axes
eath yealr,

?&obﬁﬁly the g&ﬁa@aﬁt center for socisl activities

in the compunity was %hé'ﬁg@&& houses This sstablichment
was the sceone of rallises, plays, meatings, banuatﬁ,

rovivale, and camp megtiﬁgs§49

Advartisemants ef coming
attracticons to bBs found in the newspaper iﬁ@l&dad‘ﬁaﬁh.
things as the announcement in 1899, of the Kickapso

Indien Medicine man who was to give & series of free axhibie-
tlons at the opera heuse for the ?ﬁﬁiiﬁ.&a Traveling
companiss presented plays such as Yngle Tom's Cabin te
audiences fer twenty-five to thirty-~five cznts & sest
admission griﬁ%.ﬁl Jugglers, asrobats, onimals, Dutch

and Ilrish comedy were all part of the lucky Bill Sh¢w 
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which appeared.”™ Hundreds of other acts and performances

came through the town,

4®syreguse Journsl, October 28, 1892.
Osyracuse Journsl., April 19, 1899.
1_~-9 ggmxagg, Oetoher 11, 1889,
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In 1904, the i’ﬁm moving M&W% the town were
viewsd at the opars houss and sponsered by the ehurch sosten
sien. They wers wim*n tﬁm w ineluded sueh subjirsts

s the Anericen soldiers capturidg a Spanish Fart, fough Mie
daxs, m a&wmm & Hegro dence, Americsn Sewritortsl mw

sessions and $llustrated songe.3®  The aswspeper crivics gm

the mxmm min %% the m W sﬁf sttartainoents
W uw Eﬂﬁv mght was mﬁ&i ‘!?Mg
but who had 1% Ln sharge

amm Wy nuw filns or m&& businsss, The
s&ttmﬂ“m m‘w shown on the
gtmw. { Nt was Wﬂv

By 1906, the movie hed not Lapreved s great desl, On one
oceanicn the file saught fire and panlc relgned unitl the

11415 wee cleared end the small blaxe was estinguished,3
One of the most fasous sovies, Bleth of & Hation. wes fixst
shown n  Syracuse st the opers house is 1917,%8

tacture covzoen, sise held in the opera house, were

wite popular. YTickete were sold to include five prugrame
an 3 variety of subjests,

geEake July 12, lsoe,
asenals Apwil 18, 1917,
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The first ﬁhﬁ#‘b&ﬁm ‘held in 3##&#33» used tmrmm as its
thene, Carrie Nation was the #ﬁ%ﬁm&&ﬁg name on the ilst
of wé@kwm and she pounded may on the evils of um.w
In addition to iim opera houss, the éahﬁb Theater be-
cams & source of sccial activity and antertainment s little
&Ww m the community's history. mmm prices in 1913
were advertised ss five cents for children and ten cents for
adules, 38 When talking plctures first came to the town it
was a great svent. The year was 1920 snd the new atiraction
was described as followss |
, « o o talkingsspesking motion picture machines
that bring out the actors in thelr plays on the
screen and st the same time you hear their volces
::‘aagggﬁ:ﬁtgagfgg iiving acting g&gma on the
Licensed dance hells were allowsd in the town and in
1928 Andexson's ?a%l&»ﬁ%%&w known Eln's ﬁtnxm, ‘was built,
It was to be used not only for dsnces, but slso as a place for
meetings and sthletic mﬁmm
The usual sctivitics, of course, such ia,_kwu&mk zides,
picnics, sledding, family reunions and othexs have always been
part of the community's social life and added their colorful
threads to the web of memories of the psople,

moceat, July 23, 1908,
mpsrat, January 30, 1913,
L Dewocrag, Msy 31, 1929,
rat, Februsry 17, 1928,



. 60

If & conclusion were to be made to the history of these
svents and happenings it would neceseaxily be incomplete. Many
tines recoyds wexe not kept of those elemonts which made up the
educetional, religious, snd sociel 1ife of Syracuse, for the
inhabitants surveyed them as quite ordinsry, certainly not hise
ﬁoxic&&;_ Mpmniﬁgu." The school snd churches in Syracuse have
ﬁaﬂlwi into e very strong facet of the community, There
have mm a numbey of | lodges and @ai&l organizations formed
at one time or snother in the compunity, and have been respons
sible for community isprovements and activities. Not all of
them took root and continued to sxist, but a favorsble group of
them stil) contribute to the social 1ife of Syracuse. A vare
isty of recreations) facilities and opportunities-«from & race
track to lecturs courses have been enjoyed in the town. In
total view the sducstional, rellgious, m ,ﬁaaiﬂ 1ife of
Syracuse sppesrad quite nosmal in thelr sspects-«similar to
what many other small Hebraske tommunities sust have experisnced,
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CHAPTER V

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNITY

As Syracuse took root and grew in the soils of Ctoe
ﬂ@aﬁty"mény px¢blems<a:ose; 1f.thé§a'9xab1§ms or challenges
had not besn met the town would have declined and eventually
'disappéaia&; The éﬁﬁizen:'af $y£§@us$ mat Most of the community
problems with a detexminstion to overcome them and continue
to progress. _

The early 1900's was a period of restless activity in
-Syra@uaé. Even to tﬁe impartial observer it would have been
obvious that if this town haﬁ'bﬁaa affected by economic
problems resulting from the Panic of 1893, it was rapidly
overcoming them and was again on the upward swing. New
business buildings and residences were being constructed,
and more ¢6ﬁ#@ﬁiﬁﬂ¢¢ﬂ»ﬂ6£a being added, The activity in
Syracuse led the Omgha World ﬁm to observe the followling:

_ Yes, Syracuse &s one of the best towns in

the South Platte country and you know that

means anywhere inside or out of the state,

Some people bellsve to this day that the garden

of Eden waalaacatadnwhgre the town of Syracuse

now stands, | ¢
Despite the exaggeration, this was an interpretation of some ¥
1mp¢rtant'davﬁlﬂnmentg which were then taking place in the
community, |

lquoted in the Syracuse Demoexat, January 19, 1905,
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Although Nebrasks m"ty had besn nade the county-sest of
Otoe %my in the sarly dwu of the tarzitory, all the funce
timq which signified this position were not Jocated there.
Eventually, the pattsen developsd of centoring all county ag-
ricultural activities in Syracuse. The Otoe County Agriculs
tural and Mechsnical Association's falx was held in Syracuse
in the 1870's despite the protests of Nebrasks City. In proe
test, Nebrasks City began ﬁt_& hold & xival falr in 1678 to
attract patronage from the county fair in Syracuse.2 In 1879,
when the Nebrasks City News Press asked for only one falr,
ths Syracuse paper remarked: |
Mwum says amen. Let us have one grand

*gz Qﬁﬁ;:t :ﬁ%’ﬁ?ﬁ:‘%‘ﬁtﬁimi ggﬁ.

Let the fair be held st the central town of

:tgl:aggtz ng a3 to be convenlently scces«
This factor of central location was and continued to be the
deciding element in these agricultursl a@iﬂﬁn, Land near
Syracuse was purchased in 1883 as the grounds foz the county
fair and Syrscuse vemsined the fair site. The town slso became
the county headqusrters for the American Farm Bureau Federation
in the early part of the twentieth century. The sctivities of
the Farm Duresu were of major importance if space devoted to
them in the local newspaper can bo used as a criteris.

233): Mzmm Jouznal, June 28, 1878,

AT, ;ﬁﬁ%z 9, 1879, BRafer to Syracuss
£ m | %; %ﬁt aaégnmal material conw
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his growth in Lmportance of agriculture to the community
increassd in rather s subtls way. Wh;i-ia attention st first imﬁ_
focused on the railrosd ss the chief activity &n and about.
Syracase, graduslily agricultural affairs bacame more snd move
isportant. In 1881, the town had two grain slevators, one
grain warshouse, snd thres fmploment dealers.? of the grain
deslers built & new elevator in 1904 which reportedly loaded
fifty-five bushels of grain onch time the carrying cups xevolved,D
Through the yescs the growth of agricultural activity could
slmost be measured by the increase in nusber and size of the
fmplement stores and grain elevators. Todsy seven fazw imple-
aent dealers and two lsrge grain slevators operate in Syracusse,®

Agricultural growth as recorded in the i’m prograne low
cated in Syracuse was atmﬁiamy grest during the 1930%s. The
Syracuse Sales Pavilion wes @:gmxsﬁ in 1930, On sals asch
Wednesday, farm families crowded the town, and, in recent years,
the sales have @rossed approximately 730 thw&m dollare &
yesr.” A new wagricultural hall was erected on the fair grounds
£n 1936.8 Located in Sywatuse was the county office of the

ory {Lincoln: Journs) Printin

Onpany s Zﬁ}iﬁg’: W-ﬂ
*mm Democrat, Docomber 1, 1904,
m Sunday Jousoad apd Staz. May 1, 1995,
Tomehy Horld Hepald Hagsgine. June 19, 1995,
Syrecuse Journsl Demecyst, January 22, 1937,

' ‘*ha. Woods_and G.H, Sroat, Neb
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Agricultural s‘umi;uaﬁm and 'Gamawatim Association, and the
county agent working through the Famm Extenston Service, Syracuse
was the first town in Nebraska to have & building :;i:mmztad- :
specifically ié_x' the yiirpou of housing the Fam Extension Ser~
.. vice, *1 feel,” stated Governor Cochran on Octobex 28, 1939,
ot tfmi é@é&mtim ceremony, "that this project is one of great
m;smﬁhﬁm to the county and state. It is » vexy fine axm;:;d"
of _ma;w:gauan of fam‘msmmu . ® o2 ‘my educational and
soclal activities have been carried on in Syracuse as a result
of the ﬁxtcmian Service,

What challenge did Syracuse f&« by bmoming the center
for sctivity in the county? Undoubtedly the citizens of 187)
#ﬁt& not aware that the solls of Otos County were to be the suse
tenance of the community rather thun the rail, but as time proe
“ ymind this trend became more and more appsrent., It began in
1901 when the Miasouri Pacific Rallroad which had used this
route, wit‘hawmy from Syracuse; leaving the ‘Buriington mimw
ae the only company using the 1ine, 10 As transportation became
centralized in Omsha and Lincoln, the need for depots such as
Syratuse diminished, In January, 1938, freight service through
Syracuse chenged from a daily schedule to tﬁmumy, and in
April of the same year passenger sarvice was ﬁ&mamim&.n

M Jﬁéﬁ!‘.ﬁ; Democxat, November 33 1939,
’*"W Democzat, April 18, 1901,
Ve racuse Jouzngl Democrat, January 13, 1939.
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Certainly the location of Syracuse was important, It was able
to gain agricultursl leadership in the county despite Nabraska
City's size- and governmental wﬁmmamm ~ Due to thisg .faaﬁar; :
Syracuse was able to continue as a strong community despite
the losé of the railroad activity--a loss which to many similaxr
towns had brought collapse..

Dependance on agricultural production, howaver, brought
with it an eveh greatexr saensitivity to weather conditions,
Floods »héva.; been a threat to Syracuse throughout .‘itathistn:y,
Lﬁcated near the Little Ré&ahg River, sxcassive wins ‘gach
spring brought flooding. Some of the worst floods occurred in
the ie‘ariy' days of the community. On June 19, '1%3.. the river
went oves its banks and the watexr roge to the town's rallzroad
tracks.}2  Floods came again in 1902; by this tim the land in
the Nemsha bottom wis more extensively cultivated and crop dame
age reached thousands of dollars.}® Again in 1904 and in 1908
ms&deﬁta had to move out of the lowland due to floods,l4
Since these floods frequently came Into the maln stréet, 1t was
not uncommon to see citigens rowing boats down the streets and
alleys. 1% As the annusl problen of ﬂﬁcds’ became more and in&m

12syracuse Democrat, July 17, 1902
m%sé’

uge Journal Demgcret, July 26, 1938,




w&éam; & drainage diteh w‘aa' constructed southeast of the town
tr&&ghtm the riva::* ‘Courge and anable excess water to be
cariied qff more: qulﬁhly.“ The prablem was not entively .
a&im;&ghy this method, however, for in 1950, & texzible Q;tmd'
brought great demage and loss of 1ife to Syracbee and Unadillas,
'cm;shasiz;.ﬁg the need for better means of flood control,

The. prairie ' has slways been a land of extreme témpem'&m’:u.
-Eathez:aﬂ by bitter cold in winter and intense heat often- wccm»
‘panied iw ﬂxaughﬁ in's mer, the famara were never guarant.%é
“a cxop.  The snows of 1881, 1908, 1907, 1912, and 1956, were
exceedingly heavy to mention only a few. 'In the years of 1908,
1919, ‘and 1932, extremely cold -temperatures were recorded in
Syracuse when the mercury went as low as 33% below zero.t’  The
drouths such as-in the 1930's brought haxd times to the people
of Syracuse and the farm families nvmg $n the vicinity.

Tornadoes slso causad destruction in the vicinity during
the early 1900's. A number of farm homes end .&mdsmsm the
sdge of Syracuse were completely destroyed and life was lost on
March 23, 1913, when & tornade struck.’® Others have struck
& number of times in the farm area around Syracuse¢ but not in
the town propax, Although these extremes in weatheyr-«floods,

385yracuse Demgcrat, March 27, 1913,
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éraughts. co;d. heat. and’ toxnadaesmuhava brought. problems to
agriculture. the farmers in. the eracuse ATER, 8% in all xeé
gions. whene gand aoil exists, continued to work ‘theix 1and,
for the promise of a good ¢rop was always aheads o

Busin&as activity in Syra¢use. as in any agricuitural ¢¢m~
3munity,,was-ccnsistenxiy,affﬁgted hﬁ-iaxmhprqductigaﬁywhag‘p:apa'
were éaad,'héﬁineéaﬂwaéfgba&;(andklikewiae. whien crops were |
;bad,,busineﬁs was, bad,. Cxega in: the(early part of\thaﬂteatury
:mutﬁ have been, fairly gaad §ox the buaiaess activity in Syracuse
,inereased :onaidexab&y during these: years.fiwew businesses were
enﬁauraged by Gectga Bxuwn. a fuxniﬁure deaia: ia the ﬁemmunity,
- who was xespensibie for the canstruetien of a number of stere;
4in Sytaeﬂse duxiag the-yaar l?ﬁﬁ.zg One - of the buildiags )

. housed his own business, which later was pusrchased by M, E F.
Tonsing wha is still a furniture dealer in Syracuee taday

in 1966, a building which served as the. ﬁaaen&c Hall 'on the
uppex story and the bank on’ the;grauaé;flbax was tonstructed
across tke street from ;onwn!5~busine§a. The bank was the
First National Bank of Syracuse whi@h\ﬁaé been inéa;porated'ia
1886 and a Yeaﬁ_later“haas#ed agsets of $300,000,21

During the first decade of the céatuxy a‘Syracnsa commer=
cial club wag organized to work for civic 1mpravément$; ~ Some

‘Uw_&g Democzat, August 28, 1902.
n2°§zrg¢n§e Journal Eemgcrgt, May 4, 1917,

‘1ngacgga Jouznal, January 21, 1887,
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of its gaals were taApruvide better, park and- xecreationai face
ilities, ¢1ean up ihe town,: and improve roads to. encaurage in—
creased . faxm purchasing in. 3yraeusem?3,:%:-rv-' | t
ﬁespite the, 1mprevements which were made, tha tgwn was
-tcompletely out of debt by I9lﬁ and . taxes were . re&ucaﬂ.ﬂ3
Rental proPerty’became gcarce due:to. an increase in popuia- '
»tian, while some industry. became lécated in the town, By 19&3,
tbree ceméntwblﬁck and cancrete ¢ompaaies we:e in. apexatimn-@p¢ 
_ the c&nstru&tiﬁn of an oil supply plant-was campleted.qv
Syracuse also made. marked growth. as a prnduce éistributian cenwf:
ter. far a 1arge pmrtion of Ctoe Ceﬁnty'during the$a yaars.g§
ey Iﬁ the period from. araund 1900, to: 1913 Syracuse éef1n~ .
itely beaame,an_ag:icuitﬁxal'eqm@gaity»xathéx-ﬁhan &hawrailw“
xeadcehtered_tvwnit had been earlier, This transition brought
with im,1n¢reaseﬁ.cahstxu¢tian and.adaztiahal services, . The
next perfod of growth and development came in ﬁhé*lézots.'when
tncreased home bgiiding ééé‘imprpvemenzxwas'again-naticaabla.
During this decade a cold-storagé and ice plant was added to
;@hé town's business éiaﬁriatyv\Anethér ente:grise,;bagan in

. . BN 5 )
22syracuse Democrzt, March 8, 1906,
#svzacuse Democrat, May 22, 1913.

2Asyracuse Democrat, October 16, 1913,
258yracuse Democrat, November 20, 1913,
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‘this ‘_péxfiad:,»_\ which appeared af first o, bf fer great ‘-poééibﬁ*
_fities?ﬁéﬁ“the A;F;‘Keadié3ﬂﬁé Spring Alarm Cié&k-Cb&paﬁya~
aKendiﬁ. ‘@ 1@@33 jeweler. axganizeﬁ a company to prodﬁﬂe the
“one. spr&ng aiarm ciaak* which he had . inventeé. “The citizens
dn the cammunity pnfchased stock and. $¢an a facﬁoxy was get up
-with ape#ial equipmeat shipped fram Chicago, Altheughﬂthe
wfactony did hegim to aperate, efther there was. no market fa#
Jthe prﬁduat oY %he ﬁroﬁuetion prdblems were toc great, &t any
*rate,rthe iﬁdustry soon closeﬁ 26 _ '

The face af Syra¢u$e hegan to. cbaﬁge during ‘thé twenties,
Many, of the ‘puildings which were tangible ‘records of the town's
early histoxy were. puiled down to. make wady for new construction,
‘Theé local néwspapet-eéitar,,quite3hi$turg ¢enscious, recounted
the past of these ¢ld buildings as one.by one they disappeared,
The Sinsabaugh }umber building which sldo served as. a mercan=
‘tile house was torn down in 1921, An edifice known as the
Meeker Building, which had houged the Syracuse
it had béen an independant paper, wag removed about the same
time,27 ' The Mc¢Farland barn which had been constructed by Wait
and Case, ariginal settlers, as a dante hall and skéﬁ:ag rink

Depmerat when

and later had served as the community opéra house was also
razed, During the days when it had served as an opera housge

Qéﬁxgacgs Jgurnal Démoarat, May 27, 1927,
QVSXEaﬁgg ¢ Journal :nemaexat, April 27, 1921,
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‘4t was used for the early farmers' institutes when such oute
staﬁéing.ﬁpﬁﬁkexa~as J. Sterling ﬁ@ﬁﬁbhxﬁﬁﬁ<Hﬁﬁ0$§b;¢~ggﬁ%i15
ﬂﬁvwaté'ayﬁne to Syracuse audiences, It 'wss in th&avhuizax§9,
in lé@é~ihat‘waxziams'aeﬂ#zngﬁ ﬁxyan-ma&ﬁ his bow to Syracuse =
in the famous afﬁanﬁcbnnéil series of debates, This a&wi&éiﬁj““
held during avﬁang#éés&nnallﬁampaign, éﬁﬁad;at Syracuse, and
when; in the debate, Bryan presented Connell with a copy of
Gray's Elegy it was an owétéﬂcak ¢limax which avept the en-.
raptured audience to its f&ét,gg Quoting him directly, he
said to Connell: | |

*1 desire to present to you in remembrance
of these plegsant meetings this little volume,
because it contains 'Gray's Elegy' in perug- .
ing which 1 trust you will find as much pleag~
ure and profit as I have., It is one of the
most beasutiful and touching tributes to hume
ble 1ife that literature contains., Grand in
Lta sentiment and sublime in its simplicity,
gufmaf both find in 4t a solace in viclory ox

**a‘intd'tsbo-boopoiaoho‘o
. But whether the palm of victory is given to you
or to me, let us remember those of whom the
port ssys; ’ | e & |
- "' Far from the m:ﬂgﬁng crowd's ignoble
‘ strise, o _
Their socber :&ah&; never learn'd to
stray
Along the aa&iﬁg&qﬂcstam*d vale of

{]
They kept the noiseless tenor of
| - their way.,' S
These are the ones most likely to be forgotten
by the goverrment . . . . Let me in parting exe
gﬁgna the hope that you and I may be instrumens
tsl in bringing our government back to better
laws which will give equal treatment without
regard to creed or condition. I bid you a
friendly farewell," 29

29414 | ;
Willtam Jq By yan,
~ {Chicagos The John C, 'W%' nston

; .vaﬂffgi%%é§?bgfﬂg§§?!tagx&&
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A number #f years iata:,‘tha\bviidiﬂg in which these events
took giaﬁe become the Hc?axlanﬂ Sarn ond a huz&diag ac&aag
ﬁhu stxeet. naw tha lczatiaa of the aeex*s Impleme&* and
Appliance Stnre, was useé far the aammunity up&ra house,

Iwo nther bu&ldiﬁgs wexa ala& wemnved in the 1920's.
The George B. Hare ph@tagrapn gallexy..uhsch_mas later the
'Farmgrs? Produce Building, and the first postoffice building,
‘built by(ﬁwﬁ.*;rulanﬁ when the office was transforred from
Nursery Hill, ﬁmxe_xemnved.aa, A little latarg the railroad
windmill and tower, and the house wﬁich'had served as the
first school were pulled &awn.sx These buiiéiags wera
lanémarks snd had setvedAthe community well, but inetheix
places é&w buildings were needed 1{ Syratuae’was to continue
to develop. |

The modernization program which was being carried out in
many &imiiag-éamm&nitiéé throughout the country began to have
an impact aé.s?ra¢usa around the turn of th&fééntﬂxy. when
"modern convaeniences® began to be used. In Mey of 1899, the
'Baar& of Tznstae#-aa}leﬁ’a apacinl‘mﬁetahg‘ta grant Henxry A.
Coit of St. Louis'tha right to establish ah& maintain a
telephone exchange in the village. The rént-far this'n&w
contraption was to be one dollar. a month for L rea&danaa and

32
ﬁwn dollars for & business house.

3%&.93&.‘ e Journal Democrat, March 31, 1922,
lsvracuse Journal Democrat, January 8, 1926,
325vracuse Democrat, May 18, 1899.
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- The next year a movement was started ﬁaiéganza‘a«municipal
water system,  The movement was au&aaééﬁul’anﬁsa‘watﬁxwﬂarki
p%aﬂgﬁwhiﬁh reportedly cost the.tawﬁbfalk:xwelva4th¢ﬁsan&‘ﬁalm'
lars was built; the first year it served sixty-five consumers,33
A number of additfonal water mains were added in 1916, and a new
ane#hundr¢ﬁ=gallgn,stéﬁdpipt:wéé'cantttﬁetad‘ta-mea% the growing
neads-af’&?ﬁa&ﬁseaa*— LT ey ‘
. Tha farmérs in the area began’ to. feel the effagts

of the coning: maghanizgd age. - william: Masters in: 2962 ra»--
ceived & new: ﬂicha}a and Shepherd engine and thrashez*hy
fre&ght; and 3 few years later, the first. t&actar~arrivad in’
the agricultural ¢ammun1ty.3ﬁ (Refer to the photngxaph &n the
Appendix, p. 111.)

The light and fuel problem was next tv_chailenéa‘tha town,
A town meeting was hal&‘at~tha opera house to hear C,J. Colby
of the Practic¢al Gas Company of Chicago speak on therﬂasaiuil~
Lties of guas light fnt‘tha‘tawn.aﬁ'_@hs citizens were intexre
ested in the ides and it was decided to call an election for a
bond issue to construct and maintain a light and fuel system,
The bond issue was to total five thousand dollars with interest

%zxs_m Jouznal, May: 17, 1900,
§xggggggﬁ§gggg;g§, May 27, 1915,
pcrak, July 17, 1902,
¢rat, August 28, 1902, -

b
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at four and.one~half per cent p@#vannum.g?«;ksvigﬁz@us;gamyaigmu
in support of the measure was carried on by the newspapers,; .
The £inal vate, however, indicated considersble doubt in the
minds of many voters as to the desirsbility of the measure,
¥%hen the retﬁrnsiwﬁrawﬁauntaé on. Septembox 2, 1902, out of the
185'v0tea,¢aﬁ¢§'166 were for the bonds, B4 were against, and
one ballot was invai&ﬁ.aa-;ay avm&ﬁ§1n af.vn1y;$£x£¢eﬁ votas,
'syra¢use had gained 1ts light end fuel system, The construce
tion of gas malns and & service bullding was begun in November
of the same year. _ ‘

Gas lights brought inconveniente, however, as well as
illunination, . For instance, when the gas lights flickered
out at the Methodist Church one Sunday, all th«lﬁangrngntibu
hurried out fearful of an explosion, but the trouble was found
before such a mwishap n@@u:&é&.;p ‘Sexvice was not gugxaatﬁedp
as the following nﬁwsp&par~a¢&6uﬁt tﬁlét@&z

The house that the village has been buying.
the omger short. last week and Failod o Ship
PRanely we haa ne stxost 1lohts From igst
ggux:day until Wednesday of this waek.ga
The community did not, however, accept the new system readily
as was indicated by the féct that in 1903 tthe ware only

3

» September 4, 1902,

acuse Democrat, April 25, 1903,
40syracuse Democrat, September 17, 1903,
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thirty-six consumers of gas i.a Syracuse, this including both
”ﬂdﬁmm and businesses 4

A bad explosion did take place in August of 1905, Mr,
Reed who was amélwmi at the gas plant smelled gas escaping.
In heste he checked a connection by striking a match which
caused an immediste explosion. He was enveloped in flames
but luckily jumped into a pit which held a little water and
then dragged himself, severly burned, from the bullding, The
nxp;lgre:{:ong; blew the whole north end off the ;aimt‘.“z

By 1915 the use of electricity had become widespread and
a movemient was begun to obtain it in Syrscuse. - A bond issue
for electric lights was passed by the voters in the spring of
1916, b’y & vote of 134 in favor to 79 opposed A3 4 generating
plant was constructed and, in addition, the Water snd Light
Company of Nebraska City was contracted to furnish electric
¢urrent from its transmission 1&1@&,44 The contract with the
Nebraske City Company was discontinued in 1928 when the
Syracuse plant ﬁeg_m to produce its own current; this it con-
tinued to do until recently when supplemental current was again
obtained thwough the Rural Electrification Mmmutkatim to
help meet the power neeods of Syracuse 49

4lsyracuse Democrat, August 20, 1903,

42svraguse Democrat, August 24, 1908,

4"m Democrat, April 6, 19l6.
.&3! Council Records, Book XII, p. 55.
..xm douxpal Democrat, May 4, 1928,
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.‘aﬁetnmhilézt&e iézaphane system had been changing hands,
In 1906, the Nebraska ¥§§gph¢nQQQMmpaayka%$ given parmisaion
to establish its system in the town. Service was not too -
#atisfagtary 3uﬁgiﬁg iram'tht newspaper: criticism, Posvsibly
twr'thia xa&san, the Lincoln reﬁephane and Tﬁlegraph Company
was givan ca&tr&l of thu SGIViﬁﬁuﬂé A nQW‘telephane exﬁhaﬂg&‘
buii&ing uaa nan&txuataa nn,thé aa:ﬁax uf ?&fth ané ahastnut ]
Streets in 1@23, and. s nww sthﬁﬁbaaxé fﬁr tha ay$$em-wa$ .
Rnitnilﬂﬁ.#? o |

ﬂn& of tha p&eb&*ms wh&ch had plagaeé the town through~

out &fﬁ natiy history was mmddy ﬁ&xaetﬁ,‘ The ﬁtxaets ‘would
gaﬁ so muddy from rains and éspaeially fla&ds, that it was
impas:ibxa to gtt sbout the community, In fﬁct, one account
stated a xun»awﬂy horse was finally caughi on main atxaet
because it fell iﬂtﬁ 8 mné~heie.4a an:dﬁaxks.wax& at fizat‘
canattuated to get the 9u¢estxiaﬁ out of th@ mud and about
‘1902 the usé of enncreta was introduced fox this puxpase.“g
The streets were firet surfaced with gravel but this did not

“6svracuse Democrat, January 30, 1913,
‘?ﬁgxﬁﬁﬁlﬁ.ﬁﬂﬁxﬂié Dempcxat, November 30, 1928,
“Bsyracuse Journal, Mareh 29, 1678,

‘wm Democrat, September 11, 1902,
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prove too ':aaﬁitfactaw. As early as 1918 a movement was started
to . snww' paved streets, but nothing .came of it until 1923
whm an’ ordinance was passed creating paving district number .

w Th.te district included maln street mﬂ a fow gicde
atmetama:x blocks in’ all. Gachmm Cmstwatmn Company
of Lincoln was contracted for $38,800 to do the job, 5}  When
the project was cmuw& the sxcitenent wex ‘4t was shown
by the fa&lm&ng editarta.t,

v This work is one the town Can well be
g zoud of md relieves the difficulty that
Aisted for many years when there was wet
weather or when the frost was coming out
of the ground in the spring ... « « Thus
Syracuse has tsken a long step and marks
the commencement of an era of municipal
_impoxtance that cannot be overestimated
besides making one of the nestest and
prettiest towns of its size anywmré.ﬁz
In fourteen months twenty-four blocks of pwmg were laid and
at the same time a sonitary sewor cystem ot a cost of $39,930
was emplew. -
Paving of the streets ss wu as bulldings, which wexe
constructed and modexrnized in the 1920's indicated that this

decade brought substantial improvement to Syracuse. One

S%dmoua; in the W m W Kovemhex

9 1923,
S0y couns 1 Becords, Book XV, p. 67,
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resident becase poetic. ami ﬁmmdag fnxthw improvement whm
he mtog S |
 Let us have a lovely town, onw of which we all may bmtt. S
_m:mm up & high x*kﬁqt:n that -:111 eytead from coast
. soBst
‘Sv that W&n in the trains will axﬁum when !wkimg cmt,
. *ﬂn&‘a the hws whau Hustle migntmham'm the tm they
L . bxag shoutd
L Rw tmﬁ war is ﬁom and wzz, m& the f:tqhtem hmﬁ al.}.
Let us %mm a #;m at uw’gﬁ t&u& w&u tzuly make a M%» \
‘l’hu'a the way we're ta%%&ngg gaw,. here in Prunevills«ine
ﬁ .
And mnh mOrn we Mim our vow that the *tm rmt reach
, - 4ts w&h .
Efimt we m«é . ;sublin am. i#t At Wﬂ; what vmzx. in
Fox the town must tmw % uug whwh ia amﬂ:&m& up with
Having bullt our dm in ﬂt{l’; thers we'll take old cans

ats
le % to the rubbish p&é:. agﬂ last smason's cast off

Later a @itv ﬁw was mg weet :si the town,

Fire, a wmtmt threat to any community, has musm
considerable damw s nunber of times, but Syracuse was for-
tunate in having s good voluntesr fm department, 1In 1880,
it was urged, by the newspaper, that laddexs and a force pump
with hose attached be purchased foy the "bucket brigade®™ fire
department?® Graduslly better equipment was added until, in

i

&mﬂ&m of a 20 pamphmm by mm m«m, resident,
ﬁg; Life, sppeared in the Syracuss Journal 3 June 11,

S5syzacuse mm November 26, 1880,
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1926, & motorized volunteerifiresdepartment, housed beldw the
| aammunity hail. was set up in Syrannsn.ﬁﬁ One of ﬁhﬁ*warst .
_f&w&a q¢¢ux¢¢ in 19&3 whea thﬁ ganaraz mexﬁh&ﬁﬂisins stoxe:
faf J.K. ﬁxmnﬁa huxa«&. Ihiﬁ company which had been in busia&ss
for faxty«sevan yﬁarw, 1&:% $35,00@ worth of stock due to the
fire, Axanﬁn sold wh&iiwat left to Harry ﬁug&ag of ﬁu&o.ﬁ?

Ths town gavaxnmaat, as previeuzxy ditcuateﬁ. came into
bming in 1875, Of iﬁt&ratt thxaugh the years were the cam~
ﬁaignk‘maaﬁ by the aandidataa fam local electione. Aithaugh
today naminatieat take place outside thg gnliﬁitﬁl pa&ty framen
work, at @ﬁg t&mﬂ all elected local affictt were ¢:mpnign§d
for in tho_party.maﬁnqx¢ Town gavaxamgnt seemed to have more
color when the ﬁﬁa 1@&;1 political ##xtiﬁifvﬁkﬁrﬁiii%iﬂ*ﬂ
Paxty anﬂ'tht ?«apiﬁ'q‘?t@tyauéaucustd in the opers house or
community hall on consscutive nighte to nominste their. candie
dates.”® These parties were not connected with a national
party and were distinctly for the purpose of nominating cane
didates for the local govaernment,

The Board of Trustees had to desl with many {ssues such
88 community health, This problem ranged from scolding those

smocrat, August 27, avaa.

,.W .mm Decexber 24, 1913,

ﬁaSa-:;» » Democrat March 20, 1913 and
yracuss Le _Tﬁi o34 ’ §2§£§2&2
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citizens who insisted on spitting on the postoffSce floor to
,attamptzng to halt an outhreakof am&i&pax by waccination, 89
L:a 1929, L syzaﬁuau~$¢ara af Hoalth was created to pass rules
of health and enforce thgm,‘-Xhiﬂ boaxd consisted of the mar~
shall, = physician, ;n&-ane-ather-gitian.ﬁﬁ

&1thaugh the lssue of law enforcement has not been &
gxﬂat pxﬁhlam 1n Syracuse, the Board of ?muazsﬁn has had to
éaal.ﬂﬁth it.. In the eerly days of the tﬁwn 2 vigiiantgA
-tdmmiiiée was organized to §&1§ t&¢*b@##d snforce the law
and thzs nat&a# appeared in ths newspaper: “Iramps and des-
pexadaa&*nii} fiﬂd Syracuse & pﬂ@t‘plaee to pat in an appears
ance, The officers and people are proupt in puniahing all
'affnnd&za.*él In 1880, the reason given for a number of
petty fiqhﬁs which had occurved in the town, uas the axzxﬁmaxy
¢old weather which was "supposed to have [had) & too exhili-
rating effect on & number of ﬁ%x'pnvplﬂgﬁéz' In 1904, the |
mesbers of the board established s curfew for children under
fourteen, A whistle was to blow. at nine o'clock, and all |
children not accompanied by parents were to &a'xa.thixxxhamaﬁgﬁa

mocrat, Janaary 17 and 24, 1901,
sl Demoorat, July 18, 3939»
nx;ggg;g4g§gggg; Mar 10, 1878,
62syracuse Journal, Decembes 19, 880
%3cisy Councl) Records. Bogk XL p. 417
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These and s&miiar métiuna kegt the community's 1ife running
_gmawthly, The Board of Trustass has been the continuous ﬁypo'
of gavcrnmant in $yra¢a¢ﬂ since incorporation of the town,
It has been a stable influence on the community and hag ful-
'fixlngtht duties @ﬁ'gé?éghmant-ia-g&antiug'xiﬁansaﬁ, PLo~
ﬁ#&tiﬁg]tha~¢itiaeﬁ§7§nﬂ their property, and in promoting
improvements in the town,. Although the type of government in
Syracuse has not éhaﬁgaﬁﬁihca 1875, the community had com=
piﬁt#&y'&hanye& fts focus by the 1930's from 5 settlement
czreated by a rallroad to a settled agricultural community.
As ﬁﬁt’iﬂpﬂrtﬁﬁ¢$‘0§ agriculture downed on the town, more and
more farm organizations and services wers located in Syracuse
rather than in ﬁ&%zﬁﬁkééﬁ$§y}-th9 county-seat.  This was prie
marily due to the central locetion of the town in Otoe County,
The community's prospsritybecame dependant on the surrounding
form land and the "good times” in Syracuse can almost be
measured by the stats of the farm economy, .

In the sarly part of thﬁ;%ﬁwati*th @«ﬁ%azy two periods
of incressed commercial activity wers evident in Syrscuse.
The first axt&nﬁ&é to around lﬂxa;famd the second came in the
decade of the 1920's. During these periods, slthough population
did not increase greatly, community @mﬁrﬁw&mantﬂuﬁvanaad at
& steady pace. Convenlences such as water, light, heat, sewer,
and ta&&#ﬁuue‘gyaﬁgms were established through citizens® |
efforts., The streets and sidewalks were paved as a matter of
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¢ohvenience énd to increase the value of the town. From the
‘time. 1t was established in 1875, the Board of Trustees, type’
of: ‘qw&mm& ‘has functioned in S?:atmse,"' ats_d has besen cone
sistently stable.

L Syracuse ‘nover was to grow a ‘great deal, but the activity
whith came in the early 19@@?& ;azwidéd, & strong basis for |
'thiftm :' and made 4t appear such more advanced fﬁ"hmummy‘-@thm'»
émﬁaﬁtus of the same popul aﬁ:ieﬁgu Syracuse drew the commep~
clal ‘trade of central Otos County and became a stable rural
“comminity despite the loss of the railroad activity which

had initially made it s town. |



CHAPTER VI

E AS A REFLECTOR OF NATIONAL EVENTS

None of our national 3&&&&&&'hﬁ?ﬁ;¢¢¢a from Syracuse,
Nebraska, nox hes @ national crisis occuired there, but
despite this obvious insignificence in national sffairs,
the people of $¥w§¢nﬁn*havﬁ @aé%inutl&y-@anﬂ/a&nzeﬁnaé
ahew§ i§auaa of the day, voted for their favorite candie
ﬁat&ﬁ#fﬁﬁrtiaigafaﬁ in politics, sent thelr boys to war,
and cooperated in nationsl progrems. Possibly this
measures in part what the true significance of the small
community is in a democracy. The study of how some of the
welleknown historical heppenings affected the southeastern
Nebrasks community of Syracuse may parsllel in part the
resction in sinilar towns. |

Syracuse did not exist as a village during the Civil
Waxr, and very little happened in any Nebraske community to
suggest the severity of the conflict. It was rather ironic
that the Kansas~Nebraske Bill, playing an fmpoxtant role as
one of the preewar issues, crested Nebrasks, and yet the
new texrritory was so little affected by the war itself,
Unly o fow gslaves were bgrought into the territory and no
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organized fighting acegrggg.;»:ﬁhe greatest effect it had
on Otee County was in the number of immigrants who came
'ftamfﬁﬁé'ﬁénth and East aftex the‘ﬁi@il‘war*%aiget away
from. the devaatatiea.nf their former homes wg'ﬁb_ahtain |
new iand., The growﬁh of papulatian in Otoe Géunty was. h
iliustreted by the fact that ia iﬁ&3~théwa was n@ settieﬁj
ment in the sounty farther than ten.milas west of ﬂebraska
G&ty, and the total caunty pepuiatiea was 4 211.g By 1870,
hawevar. tha p@pulatian of the aaunty had gxown to 12, 3é5.3~‘
.Anether evidence af tha civil wax. was the post of the ' |
Grand Atmy af the Rapuhliﬁ whiah.was farm&d in_ the early’
days 0£ Syxacusa in&ica%ing that a number in the. aemmunity
had been aativa in the wax.‘ tn 1907, ﬁha GAR raquested |
the uar ﬁepaxtm&nt to giva é G&vil wax ¢ann¢n to SVracwse.
The request was granted and an aight 1nch;columhaid weighv
ing 9200 paunds wag plaaad &n the syra¢use cemetery.d_ya-
p&aque on it givas the mambers af the QAR and w@th wﬁat

,regiment they serve& during the wax; it remains tha enly |

lfhe census ef is?a indicataﬁ that ten ?ears earlier thexe
were fifteen slaves in NWebraska, ten of these were in Otoe
County. There were also sixty~seven freedmen in Nebraska.

Eee Bureau of the Gaasua %;3%3 Cen nite §t¥t§§
'h ag en:v‘ varnmeg%gpr_nt,ng

Population, Volune 1 (Was
A872), pe 47,

2; éﬂ
31bid.
4Syracuse Democrat, July 4, 1907.




‘anbleom of the Cfvil War in Syracuces Around it esch

Hemopial Day, commmity services are held,

The SpanisheAmeriean War wie the first confiict in
which the United States engaged after Syracuse becume &
cammnitys Although the people of the town supported the
war, thelr veaction to the Fhilippine Insurrection which
followed was not ag enthusiaostie AL &n editorial in the.
newspaper tan be used 85 an exsmple of their thinkings

. The people of Nebraske mourn the logs of
brave boys over in the Fhillppines. Poys
who &re opposed to Imperinlism, but who are
doyal to a froe govermment and are always
rosdy to obey orders; and die when the good
name of thelr homée and state are ot stake,
Boyg viho enlisted only with the thought of
helping to 1ift the yoke of Lyrenny from the
neck of the pppeeased; . and but Lor the slow,
red tape setion of an lmpericus inclined
adninistration; they would not have been 5
foreed to ascrifice their llves in this waye
The next month & memerisl serviees was hold at the opera
hotige in honor of those boys involved in the uar.é

During this period, two newipapers, holding opposite
politicel vicws, existed in Syracuse, Thelr constant offorts
to prove thelir polnts of view inoreased the commmitytls
interest in politiesl affelrs, The vobters were always recelv-
ing advice on how to cast their ballot, and the Republican
or Democrat who did not vote & stralght ticket was decmed a

5&&3‘ ax&ia paeuan Damasmat. Anetl 27. 1809,
Dorikls B Demoeraty Aprdl 27, ww&%‘

at, Hay 18, 1899,
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faiiare tﬂ tha cause, ?un Rapub;igaa ead Democrstic
gxanps hald f:aquﬁnt ma&tings and xailias o mtxaag&hnn
‘ﬁhaix parties, and political sctivity on the local level
soemed greater thaa;i& is today., In tha’éauntv'elaﬁtgan
of 1899, the Rﬂ@ﬁbiiaaaAgggggg; conmented upon the @ppﬂn&w
tion candidates. as followss .

. Some of these g&nﬁ&eman waxa nover
heard of before and atier the funeral
cevemonics on the £ifth of Novemboxr
they will all pass gently and awiftir
- out of the memory of the living ., . . .8
During the 1B90's, & third pexty, the Populist Party,
gained influence end in iﬁﬁg held its county convention st

7

the opeza house in nyaaaﬁ&»a The noxt year, the Demow )
erats and Pepulists fused to form a Bryan Club iﬂﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ##aa
ﬁi&lia& Jennings Bryan was 3 very populay figure in the

town and waé always wall recelved when he came ﬁﬁ’ﬂ?ﬁ&ku

The Syracuse Dempezat, of course, followed his career with
avid accounts comparing him to Jeffexrson and describing him
as the “greatest living exponent ﬁf'démaﬂﬁa&y“.il ®hen

zasuss I&!iﬁ!éi- Hovembex M 1892,
. nal, October 11, 1889.

“Mo .:‘; ™ gg@“ag m" 1399.;
o g\‘.,'{ Septembexr 20, 1900,
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‘Bryan spoke in Syracuse during the presidentlal campaign
of 1900, the Byracuse Demograt reported:

- Mr. Bryan said there was not a town in
eastern Nebrasks he would rather talk in
-than Syracuse, and the date haye was his
own choice. This is a compliment 2o every
citizen of our village, and they shou iﬁ
reciprocate by giﬁiﬁg him & %ig ?ﬁiﬁ-
‘When Bryan was defeated hy ﬁnﬁln&ey; tha papex annaanaaﬁ
t&pt sfour yeaxa hanaa»cur4£srces will fight Ju&t as
'vaiiantzy'iér what thay believe o be :ighﬁ.“la B
Mc&i&iay’s aaaaaainati@n anhmexgcﬁ pﬁ&itiﬁax d&ffezanaas
in 1901 and the a&gxaeﬁn of Syracuse wera sha&ked at his
untimely death. The Demograt stated, "No good can come
from anarchy and it should ha'atamgéé out for the ﬁgfety
of our gavaxnment.“i4 Services wexe held at the #pexa '
house in memory cf him later in the m@ﬁihilsl
Throughout the aampai§ﬁ~a£ 1900 and the yuara following,
big has&n&ss received little sympathy in sautheaat@xn
Néhraskaq< ﬁartaana ahawiag men of waaith takiﬁg advantage
of ethera regularly hppeaxed in ths aawspayexs. When the

stock pamlc: of the mrthemzaae:iﬂﬁ Ra&.imaé cane in 1501,

Jamocrat, September 27, 1900,
xat, Nﬁvamber g, 1900,

1‘&3&&9&&& W&, September 12, 1901.
15 perat, September 26, 1901.
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the Qggggggﬁ‘héégldadfii;by sayﬁng_iﬁr9$n¢hgd~ﬁ&e~weath‘
‘thet was fighting wealth and a “few lombe were alse caught®,l®
It was aatural that a&?agxiculﬁuxgi‘ﬁxﬁa suﬁhzaﬁ»&éhx&ﬁ&al
would be ;a¢§zﬁg‘Qprathy fﬁx-m@nﬁpnlias and big business,

"The]:éagtién in Syracuse to the outbreak of ﬁ¢x1§¢wax*i
was véry'i&téra$tiﬁg £a£;$yxé¢asﬁ had s large German p&pu&ﬂ«
‘tiong its fixst move was to form a German relief ﬁ@@&it?’t@
‘help those in the fathaxl&ﬁd,l? Nationality was alse ﬁwph%*'
sized by a Gexman~amaxiaaa V¢iksfazt which was held each
summer during the early part nf the war before the unitaa
‘States became invaivad.ig No ﬂaw%gapér accounts -urged -
American involvement in the war except in the following
capacity, “"Shall we not ae American people gtiii hold forth
our hands with offors of pouce and mediation , « ,“;9 |

gﬁh&n war was declared by the United States the picture
changed-~bond drives began almest immediately, soldiers
rapldly ﬁﬁiiﬁ%&ﬂ; and soon 8 flag, with 8 stex xap:é#eﬁting

each man in the service, flew ovar the town. 20 Full page

Democrat, May 16, 1901,
Syracuse ggmgggg&. September 3, i?k@q
1§§x;£”“§g‘§gmgg§§$, August 24, 1916.
"igﬁditoxial, gagggggg;”;,;;.ag, Segtamhat 17, ;?14.
. 28 | 1 Democrat, February 15, 1918.
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advertisements appesred in the f"mma'-mmg *Win *«w:m
by preparing the lend®, *Bonds axe not a busden but &
blessing®, snd "Lend him [(soidier] » hand®.?} & stzong
Red @wast_anxt was orgenized Juns 13, 1917, end did & grest
desl of sewing and knitting for the soldiersi®? Eight
hundzed Otos County boys wont into the wawv&aw Anlwﬁwzé Wax x.
out 6f ‘thews twanty-eight dled.®3 B
" The ermistice brought great Joy to Syracuse.  The news
came to the town &t three in the morning when the citizens
were aslesp, but they were svon awakened by Schroedez 's
will whistle, and anviss being hawuered by Charies Masker,
The: fmliaw&na ﬁtﬁ@@&b&& the secult of this noisy proclesations
T s e e tho gtyreet was &aaﬁ filled with &
ha throng anﬁ ﬂvawynhﬁxa ® good news
rocdiated fz&a sy faces as thuz;d&aauﬁatd
the situstion. e home guard ing
- wbs out and i&:mﬂ wolley aftoy volley, whistles
blew and bells were rung, the band 4. cﬁauxitﬁ
g&txivﬁia pusic and the national colors were
iying to the | 16 avaxgunaxc~amnh Joy
whs manif&atad

?ha next yssr o large colebretion called the *ﬁyraauaﬁ

24

mmw Journal Democrag, April 19, 1916,

zavmvw-%s gRlS nagy JBUT-Jicla, gros gopnsy, Tepspeta

no gag& nusbors ).
"’“ﬁww&w in Syracusg mm&. DEBOCEY,
*Sgyracuse Jousnal Democxat, November 11, 1916,
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Soldiers and Saklox's wamQCQmiag ﬁay was hﬁlﬁ., The pragram
pxeﬁsntﬁé to the "thousands" who attended cansiataa of
ﬁngxnzm&n.xecauntiag their wer ekperién$§$¢ music, end a
‘ baliwgama;zaﬁfter the boys werg\hame_littla interest was , |
shown in the community on problems which still confronted
the w#rlﬁ.- From time to time someone would spesk on the .
lesgue af Eﬁtxnns, but no grest suppart seemed . to. deﬁﬁiogo 2T

Two dameatic-iasuaa which had been facing the nation
thnoughquﬁ thﬁs‘paxiﬁm Qera women's sﬁffzage aaﬂ“pt&h&bﬁﬁi&hﬁf‘
.*Althaugh pxahibit&on fiﬁaily gained sneugh natiﬁnax pxami«
nence to be made an.amandmest to the Cbnatitutiﬁn, the movas
ment actuﬁlly‘bagan throughout th@ ﬂniiﬁd States at, tha
iﬁaai level. Red . aibbﬁn Qlﬁhs wﬁre organized $h H&bxa&ka_,
to further the aauae of tamparanca and Syraauﬁe had suﬁh an
argan&za%iea.ag This graap waaﬁ have exerted some. influenc:
on the camﬁunizy for an tha eariy 1386‘3 a prahibitian ordie
nance wag gas&ad by %h@ Bqaxd of Txuataas. 29 . The nrﬁinanaq'-
aeaame ineffective in 1903, hawwvaw, whéen the iaaae w&a
btaugkt to 8 popular vots aa& a mmjexity cast theix w&t&&

aga&aaﬁ pxohibitian.aa .Ey.190§,,t&a ﬁamp&ranae forces

. g\:}..

2 mm Jouznal W Avgust 9, 1919,
- #Tgyracuse Jouznsl Democral, October 29, 1820,
%m.am April 2{:. 1878,

. .29%.A, Wood and G.N. Sroat, Nebra, Gtoe Qg nty
Directory (Lincoln: Journal ﬁamﬁ&ny;' 8 ‘}, §%§

%1ty Council Records, Book II, p. 39l.
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hed once more gained the upper-hand, ond in & special elege

tion the votors of Eyracuse voted Ydry", Urdinunce seventys
sight put the result of the election into lew. It prohibited
the tresting or giving swey of eny melt, epiritous, ox
avinﬁuéiiéuerg within Syrscuse, snd section seven of the
égﬁ;ﬁanaa wse especielly descripiive; iﬁ.%a&ﬁi

It ehall be unlawful for any pereon or
persons to congregate together and drink any
malt, spiritous, or vinous liquors, or any
intoxicating iiquors whatevar, on the strosts
or sround any stoble, shad, warehouse, outs
bullding, outhousé, or by«place whatecever,
within the corporste limits of the village of
Byrscuse, Otoe County, NHebrasks, for the
purpose of csxousel, spreeing, playing caxds
or other qames, or for revelry, or 1o 4o
whet 45 commonly cellied "yrushing the growler®ew
the careying of such liquors &n palls, buckets,
oy other vessels to bhe drasnk i§x1h$ aforementionsd
places for the sbove Purposes. '

A specific penalty wau prescribed by & later @#dinanﬁﬁ for
those found Aintoxicated. %ﬁiy‘wwxw te receive @ fine of

ten to fifty dollers or imprisonment from ten ﬁa—%ﬁixzy
ﬁgysggz By 1919, when the sntire naticn was aﬁég&ing
prohibition, the Syracuse editor summed up the state of affairs
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in Syracuse when he wxafa,'”Thzg part of Nebrasks is
:aaiiyLﬁxywéﬁhiuhaveraway\yaﬁ‘wigh‘ta:takg'&ttﬁaa'

ithé.wameﬁ‘a suffrage movament in“Syzannna was #rgan&zaa
iﬁ”#ﬁl@g 1913, when the women met to gein auppart f¢r equel
voting rights.® The Nineteenth Amendment, which was accepted
%v‘saﬂgxaas,in June of 1919, but was not formally ratified
hy‘thafs%at&g‘wnﬁzlﬂﬁugugt of the next yaar;»uaht int@
effect eerly in Syracuse. In the primary election held in
Sancﬁsé'in 3§£&1¢’1926, out of 335 votes, eighty were cast.
by aumen.gg | ,

Other changes were becoming evident in the fieclds of
'txavei and @émmanicatiaﬁ,_-Ai&p&&n&s became of &atagaﬁﬁ
a8 early as 1913, 7o add to the Fourth of July aal&braﬁinn
‘that year, a dismantled plane was brought in by rail,
assembled in the ball psrk, and the pilot gave a demonstration
£light aﬁ#uné'the ares. Iﬁ-wﬁé heralded gs a wonderful
attraction, but pwaahiyithought of m@ra‘a$ an entertaining
contraption thsn as & weans of travel.

The way in which the news traveled at the desth of
President Harding differed a great deal from present news

. 38gyracuse pamocrat, July 25, 1919.
3ésgwgcgga E@ggggggm July 17, 1913.
3$3gga¢g§g Democrat, April 23, 1920,
*Osyracuse Dsmocrat, July 3, 191a.
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eammunigatiép' Dr. D.T. Hill, a local physician, hesxd

the news on his radio approximately thirty minutes after theﬁ

ﬁeath; '¥he radio stationa ‘made the announcement and then

:zancelled their programs an& signad of f for. the. day, Sinﬂa

very few residents had radios, the townsfolk were notified

by the telephane.- The town's. flag was flown st ‘half-mast

in honor of the deeéasad,ansident.37
. In.1929..when»m¢§t‘§£ the nation wes shoékadwovarftha

- stock-market ¢rash, the Syracuse paper made no comment on

it.. Perhaps the effects of this were not realized at ‘the

time, at least it was quite a period before news on the

economa# situation even rated a #&gnii&aanﬁ spot in the newse

paper. In December of 1929, the paper reported that Hoover's

prosperity program was going wall.?a Finally, in February,

1930, a small article on the fréntvpag& tei& of the governor

of Nebraska calling a special session of the legislature to

discuss the state banking situation.3? The first resl

effocts of the depression hi$ sytacnse in 1932, when one of the

two banks. the Bank of Syracuse, faileawaéfaxd same'buSﬂﬁQSSﬁs.Q}as

37W Journal Democrst, August 10, 1923,
3BSyracuse Journsl Democrat, December 6, 1929.

39syracuse Journal Democrat, February 14, 1930,

49§xgg£2§glggggg@;’gggggggg,rﬁeaembax 23, 1932,
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Reaction was ‘shown in the election of 1932 when the only
Republican to carry a majority in Otoe County was Dwight
Grisweld, candidate for §§#¢¥§@2é41‘ All other national,
otata;\ane“aoanty offices were Democratic in a traditionslly
Republican county, indicating the actual concern over the
staté‘qf?aifaisﬁ,"The~§aper sunmed up the pPresidentlal
picture by sayingt
Franklin Rogsevelt will be the next
president of the United States, The
people of the land, eager for a change, .
amassed for him s wmarain in both elesc~
toral and popular votes that is far,

fax grgater than any recorded for many
years, o

ﬁne.@f'thé'firsﬁfactiung‘@f the now yéasidanéiwa@ to declare
a bank haxidu?,4 Aeiéﬁtax arrived ftam7waa§£agian to tﬁénk
the Syracuse Board of xruéiﬁaﬁ fo# ﬁhéi& cn&ﬁeratian..f0r~
‘the boaxrd had péssed s resolution giving the messure full
auppnttqanﬁ had sent a copy ta;tha ﬁ&asﬁdent.‘s

The businessmen alsc cooperated by becoming part of the
National aacéwexw émt, Approximately fiﬁty ﬁnemp1ay¢& person

“‘Syracuse Journsl Democrat, November, 1932
“1b1d,

) ggnettérffram louis Howe, Secretary to the President,

to the Board of Trustees, Village Clerk, March 29, 1933,

%n %ggéaﬁard of Trustees minutes for the meeting of April
& MPPvde
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registered to get work under the program of public works,44
School grounds and walks were improved, and the city park was
made more beautiful by the planting of treas and flowers. The
American Legion administered the selief for the needy and
flour, clothes, snd other items were distributed.®® Most of
tha yrograma found favor; at least in March, 1934, a Roosevelt
night waa hexé at :Andsrson's ﬁavii&uﬁ in 5yxaausa for the Otowe
ﬂbunty citizaus. nrhe-aurpaaﬁ of the gatharing was stated 4in
the faiiawing invitation: - | '

" All of Otoe County is invited to this meete
ing which is to be a veview of and a thankse~
aiving for the great emergency acts and pro-
grans of the natisnal leaders in attempting
fodn ot conontc distress &2%%:?23% Eisa.%
Tha»waaﬁ ‘back to a&anau&# security wat ant an easy one
for tha nation, however, and mnﬂy 9tnhiems fa#ad euﬁh coOm-
munity. In Syrscuse the nuw:gaynw.rncordaé a great increase
in zobberies and wvendalism during the guriﬁé; On Prﬁday,
December 22, 1933, the town was ﬁﬁpﬂ«i&lry shocked when the
First National Bank was robbed, ‘Three men, none from Syracuse,

welked into the bunk st twenty minutes before noon.47 They

pmocrat,August 18, 1933, and august

45§m,ssa Journs) Democrat, December, 30, 1932,
A6syracuse Journgl Democras, Merch 2, 1934,

4?£atam fdentified as Ford Bradshaw, Clarence Enc, and
Charles Cotner, Syxracuse Journal Democrat, March 30, 1934,
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were armed with army asutomatics and were ¢hewing long atggr&.
Everyone ﬁn the bank was lined néiby the well by command
of the gunmen. The time lock was on the safe over the noon
hour and thus the bandits were sble $c escape with only
thirteen hund#e@~dn&1awﬁ. Futthaw-ﬁxﬁitémgnt was added
when two of the bank's employees, Charles Andrews and
Wystt Lambeth, were 'tfak_m as hostages, The men were reguired
to xlde on the running board of thé'bandit*g‘1933 Chevrolet
to the northwest part of‘tﬁwﬁ to aid 1n'tha es¢ap¢.48
...- Another unusual happening sround this time was the
;Lbutning of & large crous, The Klu Klux Klan burned the
¢ross at a aea:by farm to signify the organization had
obtained one &nn&rédiﬁembers in and around $yracﬁaa.‘9

Drouth and hesat éﬁ new Am&:ﬁmlé and added to the
farmerts prabltma‘dsa&ng the depression, Crops were
degtroyed, and s farm relief program was established to
ald the farmer in obtaining feed for his snimals and income
for himst&fﬁaﬁ; The depression certainly presented problems
to the ﬁﬁ&mumity which were not easily evércam#.

“8gyracuse Journal Democrat, December 29, 1933,
4?§x£gsg§g;gggggg;jgggggxagg June 1 and September 21. 1934,
*Osyraguse Journal Demosrat, June 8, 1934,



Rusblings of World Wer II were alvesdy being hesrd
in the 1930%'s, The news of the death of Germany's Von
Hindexbexg was ﬂcwﬁmm to be serious to world »ffsirs,
The Syxacuse mpw satds
Hitley immedlately took charge of Germen
aizﬁazw snd the world will snxiously awsit
developments that will vitally concern worxld
peace,. ALl Eurepe &8s in an uproar that was
ST 2NlS mattore any.SlRdenbers's passing
When it finally came, World Wor II Brought s more serious
resction in Syresuse than the first World wWex, M&M: wftear
Peaxl Hazhor the fesr for Syracuse boys who M&Q already in
the Pacific area ;:ut a different aspect on the mr.m Fare
mers wexe again urged to greatly increase Mﬁ@ﬁi@ﬁ and »
war fund drive was held ot onte with Syracuse raising $337.2%
to ms the Red Cross Hellef War Fund in its ka."a Defense
stamp and bond drives wers held, xat&ming and price controls
went iﬁw sffect, ond &«mmma wers planned %0 urge patriotw
tom, ™
By this time radlo and out-of~town newspapers were able
to carry & mors ﬁmh% stoxy of the war and, ihw#i@w,. the
waskly accounts in the Syracuse paper wers fwim;t_;ﬁ when
victory in Europe was sttained, the activity was quite subdued

Slsypacuse Journsl Democrat, August S, 1934:
“?syracuse Journel Democrat, December 12, 194k,
3syracuse Jourpal Democzat, Jenuary 2, 1942,

S4Syracuse Journsl Democrat, October 27, 1942,




with #kqwﬁk 6b§ﬂtvan¢¢a:%aing the major cancetajag When
fimal victory came over the Japanese, the reaction in
Syracuse was described ast
o After the first burst of whistle tooting

and bell ringing which began as soon se

President Truman's announcement had been

§§3§§§§m§§~§§§9?3§xﬁ‘ %ﬁe-v&iiaga rqaume@
Possibly the writervpffthis description summaxrized well the
community as it reflected all national events, Its history
displayed the beginning of movements which began throughout
Amexrica at the local level, and changed in #amhuﬁﬁastignig
were shown. The importance of politits fin Syracuse has
soemingly decreased since the days when not only national
parties wers well organized, but local parties were also
functioning in the toewn. The compliance with national
programg, and the hardships war, drcuth‘ and depression
brought were significant, but despite these things the major
impression of Syracuse is of a people who have always returned
to their noxmal pursuit of life aiﬁax'heing caught up in
national crisis. This continuity and consistency possibly
conveys more belief in the future of the nation snd in democ-
racy than can be realized,

SSsyracuse Journa) Democrat, May 11, 194,
*®Syracuse Journal Democrat, August 17, 1945,
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 CHAPYER YIL

- GYRACUSE AT THE PRESENT TIME

The town of ‘ﬁyﬁm&o has xwt éhangm baexeané in recent
y&&ﬂ. xﬁi pﬁ#ﬁlﬁﬁaﬁ, acwrding to the iéﬁﬁ Census, was
1,09 .‘1 Its maln mhxmt has remeined that of an aw&mi»_

- tumi cmumty serving the aix hmdrw fam faaxnu livim
3.:1 tm vwmiw.z The chmgn nost w&émﬁ w Mawaes in
the last twenty years 2&&% bean the mpmwmmu whigh have
axwm at: phyhiéai sppwmmﬁ snd made it & most at‘tmmiva
mai amwity.

On the spot wherse the old bﬂck miwclhwu, aamtxmmd
An 189@, was locataed, s w&i&a mmemta huimmg of modern
dui,gn stands today, 'ﬁm Mttaw of the pmumﬁ buildiwg
goes bmk to 1930, when the ma& for new school facilities
became evident, and sdditional ground was pw&hqu.ﬂi a8 the
first step $n the process of obtaining & new school. The
boa# fssue put bafore the voters in 1938, howwer, was defested
| md it was not until WPA assistance was wauwn that the
&wm was agalin voted upon. By this time, 1940, an srchie
tect, Bruce Haxen of Lincoln, had been employed and drawings

Siiedirids:

3 iaﬁrmu of the Census - Populatio
1 (washington: Government Pr P Eﬁ%fn 6, J

2&1}9&3{. Boazd m;zggg School District 27
October 30, 9% the 2L ool Bls ’
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were made as to the type of building desired, When the voters
markéed thelr ballots for g forty~eight thousand dollar bond
issue in January, 1941, 304 votes were cast in favor of it
and 175 againet, With this local appropriatien available,
Mri. Hazen wrote the State Administrator of the WPA, D.F. Felton,
the following: |
' a 'Schaal District No. 27, Syracuse, Nebrasksa,
- herewith requests tha allotment of 332.35a%ff¢2
the construction of a new architectural concrete
school bullding and the demolition of the present
building, which 1s fifty-eight years old . . .
The present bullding 1s inadequate for the needs
of the community. At present three grades are
housed in & frame building to the west and
the tollets and boiler house axe in a separate
building to the rear of the present building.
The auditorium of the proposed bullding will
serve as a meeting place for community gatherings
as well as school functions, There are_no such
 faeilities in the town at present . , .°
The WPA aﬁéﬁpﬁﬁd the project in March of 1941, and began
construction. Another bond issue for fifteen thousand dollars
was passed on March 16, 1943, to enable completion of the
building when the WPA allotment was not completely fulfilled,
During the time of censtruction, school was held in
the community hall, the library besement, and the school annex,
“The inconvenience to the puplls was well compensated for by

the enjoyment the new school brought the community, After

ooy

Letter in the files of the Board of Trustees, District

¥ o
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moving 4nto the new school, an &utaﬁdﬁé ath&gtiargwag:;m~wae
authorized and manual training was &ntxadv¢éd, A home nursing
course in a&ult education and a home economics unit were
iﬁﬁtltutad.-

Today the bullding houses kindergaxrten tbraughitmeifth
grade with sn approximate enrollment of 3%0 students., The
high school 1s accredited by the state and rated as a Class B
scheol on the basis of the number of pupils., The cukriculum
offers three broad aveas of atuéyuathe'één&xai course, the
caliage‘p?ﬁpaxatory‘aburaayhaﬁd the ccmmercial course,
Syracuse has received many honors 4n muﬁté snd athletics in
recent vears at digtrict and state contests, The schoolhouse
standing in the center of the village &s perhsps the most
cohesive force in the life of the community,

Now church steeples have also changed the town's
sppearance, 'The Luther Memorial congregation constructed
8 beautiful church in 1954, which is today the largest church
in Syracuse. The Methodist end Catholic Churches are téﬂav
{1958) both involved in ambitious building projects, In 19595,
the five churches in the community reported a combined membere
ship of seventeen~hundred pifsﬁﬁﬁ-ﬂhilu~ﬁﬁt‘pﬁﬁuiatiﬁn of
the town was at the most not over twe&va~hundxuéf§ This is

eog, Distsict 27, June 10,

»

19¢é. Januar? %%‘”Igdﬁfﬁiﬁagghna

Lincoln Sunday Jourpal and Staz, May 1, 1958,
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an indication of tho fmpertant zolw played by the church &n,
Syracuse. |

- Ancther new bullding of much significence to the town
is the one which houses the Community Memorial Hospitel.
The twenty-bed, S280,000 building was completed in January
of 1952, Fortye-saven per cent of the cost wss financed by
locsl subscription, snd the rast came through a federasl
govermment grent, In the hosppltal axe excellent facilities
iﬁx>¢ampiat& dlagnostic snd clinicsl servicaes such s xw-ray
therapy ond the latest in opersting faciiities snd nureing
care. Xt is managed by the Lutheran Hospital and Homes
So¢lety and has an annusl pstient load of ayound 450 patisnts
who ave drawn from the aﬁwxwunﬁiﬁg-awﬁsﬁﬁ

The appesrance of the business and yesidential sections

has chongoed considevably during the leat few years. Rany
axpensive howes have been constructed snd new astore<fronte
have modernized main styeet, Two noew bulldings in the busiw
ness district which are evidences of an f{mportant sctivity
in the town are the office building end the warehouge of
the Rural Electrification Administration, The estshlishment
of the Eastexn Nabraska Public Power District, one of the
first xural slectricity groups in the country, in Syrasuse,

N

“xnd.
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. sulminsted the fmportancéd of the town as an'agriau&tﬁ&ai"i
center, It began providing power in May, 1937, and today
{1 serves approximately ninety-thres perccent 6f the rural
population in ﬁeveﬁ-ecuntias;?A‘ ) o

Syracuse has vrﬁgfﬁﬁﬁéd t@f%ha-pnint-af having & small
‘airfieiﬁfﬁeat of the town for ﬁe@éraz‘ﬁfivatg planes, and
the town has also looked forward to ﬁhé‘ﬁwmpiﬁﬁe recansteuc-
tion of state highwaya_ﬁwa en&*fifty7whi¢h'gﬁxve not only
'éé‘ﬁighways to larger a;tias. §ﬁt as roads to aézry'thn:
farm trade into Syracuse, a |

Another addition to the town has been Qi%t¥¥£oﬂr blocks
of streect paving since 1980, making a total of eighty-five
bi@@kahﬁf'paving within the city limits,

Although theé number of people living ir Syracuse has not
increased & great deal in recent years, the citizens have
continually shown their interest in the community. As the
University of Nebrasks Community Project Committes has stateds

While syxégvsa is rather typical of the

oF Nebraske sng westetn Towas the lovel of

sconomic activity here is considersbly highex

than in towns of its genexal clagsification.”
Syracuse has grown to be a very well-to-do fsrm‘ﬁammunitys
Its attractive modern buildings are not indicative of the
size of its population, Syracuse and its people are looking
shead,

3 s

Omaha World Herald Mggazine., June 19, 1955,

7
8 _ get: Ihe Planning
”.L§§§§§§§ iniversity o
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CHAFTER VIXI
THE SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The7piuaéarﬁ”wh¢'m¢vad int9~tha*tarxit¢nY’ni Nebraske
~in the latter half af the nineteenth century founded many Coime
"munities. The arsa moat aacess&bla to them was that alang ’
the Missouri River and thus the towns of Bellevue, Omsha,

‘and Nébraska Gﬁty quickly sprang up. ‘A little farther
inland from thc M&ssauri. other communities developued, and
one Qf‘the$$.iﬂ southeastexn Nebraska was Syracuse. On

the gently rolling hills and fert&&e-@aii~af'atae County

it came into being on a section of land set aside primarily
foxr school purposes. With the opening of the Nebraska City-

" Fort Kearney Cutoff or Overland Txail. this ares became

more accessable and soon additiaﬁal sett&exsujoiaed the few
alyesdy residing in the genexal area. L Several of the
sattlers moved a house which had been donated to section
sixteen to serve as a school. ,Lana laws at the time generously
permitted settlement éu the school section, but little
settlement occurred until the land was purchased by James
Thorn. He in turn was instrumental in influencing the
Midland Paciflc Rallroad to construct its new liﬁa'throuqh
the section by giving the company sufficient land to dlo 8o,
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The result was the establishment, in 1871, 0f & town sroupd
the railroad and the school. it was given a name which
‘had been attached to seversl locations in the area~=that
is, ‘Syracuse, o | .

Theﬁxailxead brought settlers, ﬁhipﬁing.'and-gxeat'
‘activity. ‘Nursery Hill, on the old trail, lost its sig-
| nificance and soon its business houses were moved 0
‘Syracuse. The town was incorporated under the laws of the
state &n 1875. The settlexrs who came to the town bxdught
c¢hurches, socisl orgéaizati@ns. and additional schools to
the prairie community, and due to its advantageous location
it app&éred Syracuse had the prospect of l&mitless growth.
Times were to change, however, and the importance of
$yrécusa'as'a railroad center diminished. Unlike some
communities in similar circumstances, the town ¢of Syracuse
did not die. 3iInstead it recognized its true reason foz
existence~-the s¢il on which it had been founded and the
sgricultural potentiasl of it.

A® the years passed, more and moxe asgricultural praéxams
for Otoe County were centered in Syracuge, and although it
was not the county~seat, its activity and appearance gave
that lmpression.

A history of a town has little significance to anyone
except its residents unless it pay be used as a representative
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history of an eres. Syracuse has become. such & representative
for mutheagﬁem Hgbxaska.. and as a smell agricultural town
it has testified to the gt:uggies #nci .succﬁa,sma necessarily
_endured to become an established community on the Nebraske
@g‘ﬁie; B |
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APPENDIX
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THE SITE OF NURSERY HILL

THE OLD MILL NEAR SYRACUSE



AN EARLY AUTOMOBILE IN SYRACUSE

THE FIRST TRACTOR TO ARRIVE
IN THE COMMUNITY



locg  Sradiss, Neb

MAIN STREET OF SYRACUSE AROUND 1910

_~Vs

MATIN STREET OF SYRACUSE TODAY
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