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INTROIUCTION
Foreword

The word "vaeatian5 carries with it & number of
keen anticlpations: 1) a chenge from our daily rmutine
of work 2) an epportunity to travel and teo szes other
countries 3) a visit with friends and relatives 4) ean
expericnce of new plwdaur@a aad  §5) an enjoyment of new
adventures, Most people look forward to & vescatlion trip
with sincere anticipation, The very expectation of a
trip seems to meke the daily work easler and the burdens

lighter.
Objeotives

This survey grew out of an interest in the people
of Omaba relative to thelr vacation and in 1t, therefore,
we set out to determine ag fer as possible:

1. The cccupation of those who leave Cmaha for

a vecation and the favorite places chogen
by different occupational groups,

2. Where Omahens go on yacation, how they
travel, where they stay at night, what time
of the year they go, and the length of
thelr vacation.

3. %Why the people of Gmaha go on vacatlion,
whether or not they get vacation with pay,



have acoidents while traveling, feel rested
upon thelr return, and attend worship

gervices while away on vacation,
Technique Employed

The siaﬁiaﬁi@a uged in this dissertation were
obtained by meané of the telephone survey moethod,. Rﬁm&a
called in,this survey were selected from the Umeha city
telephone directory without respect to person, Qaaup&tiaﬁ
or location. Not nearly all the names listed iﬁ the
»direaaﬁry were called. We balie@e; however, that e fair
'anﬁ r@preaénﬁative sampling was obteined by selecting at
réadam some twenty names from each page of the telephone
directory. |

The following statistics show the tebulation of

the telephone survey:

Total numbers dialed 2845
Telephone unansweraé 1225
Parties going on vacation éhﬁ
Parties not going on vacation 750
Parties non-cooperative. 25.

The following questions were asked in our survey:
1.,° Did you go on a vacation this year?
2. Where did you spend your vacation?

3, - What time of the year did you go?



L. How many were in your party?
5, What mods of transportation d4id you use?
6. Where did you stay for the night?.
7+ ¥Why did you go on a vacation?
8. Hﬂw'lang'ware you away? )
9. Did you have any accldents while on vacation?
10. Eidiyau'ggt vacation with pay?
11, Did you feel rested upon your return?
12. DPid you attend wvrahib gervices while on vacetion?
We found 1t unwise in our survey to press for a
reply to easch of the questions listed on our questionnaire,
Cur original questionnalirs included questlions reletive to
their occupation, how they spent the vacatlion at home, and
whether or not the family traveled as a unit. These
guestions seemed to be too personal and consequently were
dropped. The data on occupations listed in Table No., 1

were obtained from the cilty directory.
Vaocation Travel

We readily concede that & vacation can be spent at
home and that it 1s not neceasary to travel in order to
fully enjoy a vacation., Our survey, however, covers only
those who left Omaha %0 go on & vacation trip., Infermation
on the home activities would have made an interesting study

but, as steted before, Omahans seemingly were reluctant to



tell us of their sctivities at home during vacation;

consequently the question was dropped.



CHAPTER I
. THEGRIES OF VACATION

A vacatlon is generally understood to mean a change
from the regulsr routine of our dally ccoupation, It is
designed to glve the employee not only a change {yom his
occupation but also an opportunity to recuperate from
pbysical fatigue and mental strain. A vacation has added
meaning 1f it ls considered on the basis of allotted time
with vacation pay.

The subject of reersation has been mueh examined by
philosophers, psychologists, and other social geientists.
Many attempts have been made to explain what recreation is
and how 1t functioms, C. Gilbert Wrenn writes:

To define recreation is more difficult

than might be supposed, for one man's recreation

can be another man's work. Perhaps as good &

definlitlon as any 1s the simple one that
recreation ls what a person rinds pleasure in
doing when he 1s not pald for it and does not

feel any other kind of obligatlion to do it,

Recreation implies freedom of cholice and actlon

and has the quality of bringing immediate

personal satlsfaction. It is sought for its

sake, Itg direct and immedlate values are as 1

important as the indirect benefits 1t confers,

Butler in his book entitled, Introduction to

10. Gilbert Wrenn and D.L, Harby, Time on Thelr
Hands, p« XV, ‘




Community Recreation, deflnes recreation as a time of

leisure,

: In short, recreation may be gonsidered
as any form of lelsure time experience or
activity in which an individual engages from
choice heosausge of the enjoyment and
satisfaction which it brings directly to him,?

Lundberg Qefineés leisure ast

« o« » the time we are frea from the nore
obvlious and formal duties which a paid job or
other obligatory ocoupation imposes upon us.

It 1s in this sense that we have used the

torm. Tentaefiively, and for practical purposes,
‘'we shall accept this gefinitiou because it is
relatively objsctive,-

A committee in New York reporting on the use of
lelisure time expresses the following need for a vacatlion.

There is a speoial need, moreover, in a
mechanized age, for many opportunities available
for men and women to partleipete in perscnally
adapted and crestive activities, For many
workers, in some of the oecupations of sveryday
life, there c¢an be genuine opportunity for self-
expression in the job. Tor many, probably for
most,; the day's work in eny industrial sroa is
work on the besis of sub-division of labor,
utilization of machinery and repetitive
processes -~ work whiech does not represent any
sxpression of personal interest or desire aside
from the desire for a wage. Indeed, many a
man's ragl funer life ig most idle when he is
at work." '

“George D. Butler, Introduction to Community
Reoreation, p. 8, ' B '

eorge A, lLundberg, %ggsura, Pe Za o
New York Committee, Heport on the Use of lLeisure
Tg Oy Po 21. v ' w




"To the man who Works steadily with little outside
ai#arsimni hisg Vaeatiqn is the high light of the year,"?
Every bit of ametivity, mental, emotionsl and physical,
produces some chemical change calling for readjustment,
The wholeness of the lndividual eries out for balance, for
refreshment, for replenishment, and for revitalization.

To defy one's chemistry is t0 invite inerfiai@nﬁy, to
accelerate deterioration and to court e?entu&i'araqkany.é
lundberg writes:

| - The value of léelsure time acﬁiviﬁi@a,

play, and recreation is ugsunlly conceded to

lie in the nervous release which they afrford.

from the cugtomary and c¢oercive sctivities

which the socisl order imposes upon Us.

Timeg have changed and it is unnecessary here to
¢laborate on ﬁne vast differecnce between ﬁhe amnditians of
work or of the dlfference in the recreational situstion of
modern urban life as compared with an @quiér rural age.®
Cur ferefatﬁers’wgre‘taq buay turning over the virgin soll,
building shelter from native wood or ﬁtoﬂeg working in the
blacksmith shop or working long hours at the mill or plant
to think of vacation. ?eday;,hawever* when much of the
groundwork for our subsistsnce has been lald and developed,

we can think of taking time off for leisure and recreation.

4

5imerican Buginess, Vol. 19, No. 5, {May, 1949)
P 3. ’

gcf., G. Ott Romney, %ff the Job Living, P« 1,2
George A, TLundberg, lLelsure, pe 17.

8of,, Ibid, p. Mbe
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Service 6stabliahmentn in raaart areaa and along
highwaya are, 1ncreasing in numher and siz&. &afea,
filling statioas, souvenir shops and mﬁny athar entorprises
are gr&p&ring Tor tb@ir share of vagation buﬁwﬁﬁﬁuwg

It 1eaks as though the vacation business
never had 1t so good. As the annual get-away-
from~it=all trek gets under way, 1t shows _
signs of topping even 1950's bumy@r $1lo-millien
businasa¢ Estlmates range from a conservative
10% to 50% adbove last year's binge.

Big reason is that more peoples are
getting, or taking, looger vacations. And bhey
have & bird=inwthe~hand attitude, flguring that
by next year the international situation may
worsen, and they'll be out of luck travelwise,l0
It is estimated that fifty million Americans will
spend vacation this yeer and most of these will travel by
automobiles, Any mode of travellng, whether it is on the
train, bus, airplane, ship or by automeblle incresses
production, sales and employment. It takes Increased
staff to entortain and accommodate the ever expanding
vacation industry.
Hore Americans than ever before well in
exceas of 50,000,000 will go vacationing this
year, ‘Host Qf them will drive in the almost

40,000,000 cars now erowding Ameriocan
vnighways¢

Vacationists will spend ! 6 ,000,000 to
$7,000,000 between July and Lﬁbor Day, thus
su&tainimg and providing for the continued

93?. United 3taﬁes News Wemk, Vols 2%, No. 2,
1 (Jan¢ 13, 1951) P+ 33.

Orbid, pe 4b.

llnewsweok, Vol. 36, ﬁe. 1, (Jen. 6, 1950) p. 20.
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grpansion of one of QE? gountryts most
importont fodustries.=

Redvotion of working hours and botter vages have
boen the two asjor concrote demande of lebor in the United
States.. Tho fundementel ressop ror demanding a shorter
vorking wook has been the desire for mors leisurs., HNot
only has the olghtehour day besn sscepted quite genorally
68 a y%fﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ-i%h@&~&ﬁiiﬁy in industry, but the riveeday
wook is lsoressiagly beoooming the ptandard. It has been
found Ghot the reducstion of the working wesk onablas
ﬁm@lﬁy&?ﬁ to sogure a better olass of workers, reduces
leber Surnovery incereases sfficloncy of profuction, and
apreads ol omployment,i?

Manufacturers and producers have in goneral kopt
step with vacatlion time for thelr employees without too
much protest but it has Qaus@ﬁ»a&miuné ditficultian,

. Sompanlies which glve thelr employess

i~ o 2e-week vanations Know how wacations

con pud & crlap in production -« especially

at thoe nidaummsr vacalioh peaks A good

many tried Yo romedy thiec situabtidn by

olosing down the whole plant fopr a perioed

of 2 weoks, Although such & plon may

help to solve prmﬁma&imﬁ.gzﬂ%lamﬁ, it is =

blow at bhumanr relationdbhips.dd

1ast year, the swing to plantwide
shutdowns wog gathering Jupt momentum {BW-dun,

Llnowsweek, Vol. 36, Bo, 1, (Jan 6, 1950) p. 204

3mﬁfeg?mamnia'%, Neumeyer, Leigure and Reorsatlon,
pe 2 e

lﬁamagiéﬁm Businagss, ¥Yol. 19, Ho. 5, {May, 1949}
0. 3y
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10750, p. 96). HMore and more industries

were finding it profitable Just to close

down entirely rather than stagger employee's

vacation, It gave them a chance to teke

eare of the plant repairs, and eventhally

it seemed %o lower output less than the

stagger oystom. '

‘Many firms that use the sgtagger system

are making subtle sfforts to span vacations

over a long period. More then one house

organ is waxing lyrical over the besutiss

of a late fall or winter wvacation.ls

Travellng is educstionsl, ~OQutten writes, "in
our program for the use of our lelsure ws éhouiﬁ not neglect
travel, for this greviééﬁ rest, recreation and culture,ndd

It is becoming increasingly more populsr for groups
to take vaaaﬁibn excursions, Through the student exchange
program young pecple are privileged to travel and see the
world. The Erie Day School at Erie, Pennsylvanis reports
that "practically four rifths of the g tudent body take

outside trips during the school year,tlé

Uipusiness Week, Wo. 1134, {(May 26, 1951) D. 48

15George B, Cuttem, The Threst of leisure,

léﬁécialogy and Scocial Resgesrch, Vol, 3k, No. 6,
{Fuly~psugust, 1946) p, 446.
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SUMMARY
Definition

It is difficult to define wvacation sinece it covers
such a‘wi&e field of activity, Home people take a vacation
by changing from one ogcupation to another, Whereas they
work steadily at their regular employment during @na.ya&r;
they change to work around the house or garden during their
given vacation time, To them this ig a ¢hange and a change
nay be as good as a rest or the equivalent of a vatstlon, '

A vacation is designed to be g time of recreastion.
Recreation implies freedom .of choice and action and has
the guality of bringing immediete personal satisfaction,
liebsterts Colleglate dliotionary defines recreation as a
refreshment of strength and spiriﬁs after toil; diversion
orr & mode of diversion, 4 time of recreatlon shsulﬁ'renaw
" the bedy; mind and souls

A vacation may also be defined .ap leigure time,
Most people even though they enjoy their work are happy to
change to a week or two of iaiﬁure time,  So often
mechanized work leaves little or no opportunity for selle
gxpresgssion, A tims of leisﬁre affords ﬁﬁfﬂ opportunity.
Leisure time is & time for painting, hunting, Tishing,
boating, golfing, working in the garden, or doing any
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odd job at heme. This is a time for a man to do what he
delights to do and to be occupied with elther work or
play that will bring him keen satlsfaction, A wacation

then may be deflned as lelsure time.
The Need of a Vacation

It has been found good business to give the employee
vaecation time in order that his body may be refreshed and
that his attitude toward his work and administration
rersonnel may be restored to one of congeniality and
cooperation, A change of work may change the employee's
outlook on life. If he thinks of his work as a daily
grind, his attitude towerd his employment will not be
wholesome and mey often cause dissentatiocon among workers or
in his family. Times navé)chéngad sioce our forefathers
ploughed their flelds with oxen and fashioned thelir
implements in their own blacksmith shops This is a day of
gpeed and strain. The beody and the mind need a chenge and

vacation time is well adapted to bring ebout this change.
Tacation, An Important Industry

8ince the turn of the century the vacation has
dsveloped into & growing industry. It is seid to be the
third largest industry in the world. Towns, citles, and
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resorts ﬁera at hone end abroad are expanding facilities
to accoammodate the touriatﬁ,h%?ifty million American
vacationists will go on vacations this year, The vacation
industry hes blossomed into annuaimigg million dollsr
business. Most vacationlsts are guite liberal with the
dollar and spend monsy on the unsssentisl as well as on
the @é&ential, |

Hot only do the United Stetes business men axpéna
thelr business but Caneda, Méxioe} anﬁ.ecuntfies abroad
rely on fmerican tourist's dollars for s living. ;Frem
young to old and from poor to rich, all want to £ill thelr
pockets with Unlted szém@s currensy.,.

The Value of Vacation

Employers and employees alike are apparently
satisfied with results obltelined by glving the workers
vacation time with pey. It ereates a general feeling of
good wiil so esgentlal to the trade, A refreghed body and
a renewed mind can function bvetter and produce mors work in
shorter time, It has been fcunﬁ that there arse fewer
agcidents after a perioed of rest and relaexation than there
are before this time when the body and ming are fatigued
and irritated. ¥or this reason a firm 1n California
gronts a year's leave every ten years, It is believed

that this will increase satisfaction, production and the
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worker's tenure of service,
Vacation Travel

HMost people who have beon allotted vacation time
spend some of this given time away from home, Traveling
holds soveral capacities of Iimbterest. It Is educational
from tho geographic standpoint. It is importent to know
what other cities and countries are like., It 1s also
\imyartanﬁ for its soclologleal values, We should be
acquainted with other people; their morels, eultura;
customs and habits of Mying.

Traveling ls elsc beneflcial for the very reason
that “home™ 1ls appreciated much more after a time of
abgence, The old adage, "Absence makes the heart grow
fonderv®, 1s true in considering property and family alike.
geelng others working for thelr deily bread, often under
more adverse sircumstances then our own, glves one that
inner satisfaction of belng more fortunate bthan many

others.
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CHAPTER I
THE VACATICNIST'S CCCUPATIGN

America haes been known as & land of hard, strenuous
and contlnued labor. Our forefathers worked. long and
tedious hours in the shop and on the.farm. Mothers and
children knew little of play and leisure, Times have
chanzed., Rest and pleasure are no longer stolen, bubt are
recognized as legitimete and necessary. ln&ea&; cur social
standing may depend upon the time and place in which we
take our vacation.l?

The time for leisure and recreation for the
working cluss hes become generally approved only during
the last Tifty years or so. OCutben writes:

: Lelsure has seemed to come upon us with
startling suddenness, As & matter of fact it
has been making 1ts way for a long time but
has been only recently recognized. It has
travelled lelsurely and spasmodically, and

has been digtributed somewhat unevenly; up

to the beginning of the preseat dentury it

has been the disdalned prerogative of the _
rich or the misfortune of the unemployed,
we then had what was known as a distinctive
njeisure Class™, but this distinction has been
abolished by tﬁe aimple process of all joining
the olass. This modern phenomenon of universal
leisure has come as the result of what we are
pleoased to call "PThe Industrial Revolution®,
It ig due to the efficieney of the automatlce

l7”f‘%6aaorge B. Cutten, The Threat of lLeisure,
}%-mp
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machine, which has increased each mants
produativity‘maﬁy fold., We may ¢all this
the machine age, ag some do, or the lelsure
age,; as e¢thers are beglinning to doj both
mean the g&ma,lgwr machines have glven us

& new liberty.

Shorter working bhours have lergely been the
result of the machine, When wages were low, the days
long and the Pamilies large there was no time for play.
Now that the maghine has freed us from fatigue,we are
able to indulge our mental powers ﬁg'thair full extent
and to develop the ariistic and creative facilities so
that we can more fully give expression to the deslres so
often supprossed.t?

There are other faectors besides the machine -which
have revolutionized our economic and gomestic program.
Hours of labor in the home and yard have greatly reduced
through many recent inventlons of laborwsaving devices,

Changes have occurred in the home as

well as the community. Iaborsaving devices

such as washlng machines, electric lights,

gas stoves, vacuum ¢leaners -- to mention

only a few »« have revolutlonized house-~

keeping methods, The hours formerly spent

in drudgery can now be used for other

activities, including recreation. Children

who formerly have had many chores about the

house now find new taske to perform. The

01l burner has eliminated the necessity for
shoveling ¢oal and earrying out ashes =« .

isibia'p  17
197bid) p. 45.
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c¢hores whieh in turn replaced the task of
chopping end carrying in wood, The rapid
inerease in the number of aultiple-femily
dwedlings not only eliminated the back
yard « the main playsground of the smmll
chlldren « but alse redyced the opport-
unity for indoor forms of family recreation,
The garage has replaced the garden, and
the sutomobile the family horse and buggy.
The reduction 4n the gize of families has
made it necessgary for children to sesk
outside the home those experliences and
values of cooperative and social ﬁgtivity
which once they acquired at home,

It wes deemed advisable to show the eccupations of
those called in our survey. S8Since peagla were reluctant
to give us this information, we used the city directory,
where the ocaap&tienﬁ of all citizens of Cmaha are listed,
to ascertain the occupations of the persons called in
thig survey,., The table on the following pages shows the

regulits of our sSuIvey,

zg&aoxge D. Butlar, Intradaetian 1o Cammuﬁiﬁy
Reareaticn, Pe 13,




GCOUPATIONS OF OMAHANS ON VACATION

Oogupation

Accountant
Alvertising
Architect
Auditvor
Baker
Banker
Barber
Bartender
Beauty Operator
Blacksmith
Brewer
Brick Mesan
Broker

Bus Driver
Butcher
Buyer
Carpenter
Ceshier
Cheoker
Chef
Chemist

20

Table Ne, 1

Number

wow N &N W

1

o

C O oW W W oW

12

16

I I

Per Ceut

«25
«13
«25
«52
.25
.38
.38
1429
« 38
«38
+38
¢ 38
«13
1.16
1.55
«77
2.07
«25
25
W25
vd3



Qegupation

anirapraatmr
G&éf&

Giothes Cleaner
amﬁﬁmmmmy
Geﬁﬁulﬁﬂﬁ%
Gnﬁt&aaﬁnw

'Gwdk

G#éne Operntor
Dellveryman
Pentist

E§§tmr

ﬁraé%&mﬂm
Ereésar

ﬂmi&er

Druggist

Bas tor
&1@5@?1&%&3
Elevator Sparatér
Engéneer
Executive
¥illing Station Agent
Firemsn

Foreman

Funeral Director
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Number

L U

W oo M
& w N B

61

Per Cent

13
725
38
+25
« 13
7
«38
-13
13
25
13
«38
‘13
6l
«38
«52
142
25
2.96
4«90
+38
.38
7.89
25



gegupation

Furricr
ér&aer
E@é@@wifa
iaéman
Interior Desorator
Ingpector
Fanitor
Laborer
xaéyar
Life Insurance Agent
Machinist
ﬁaﬁagar
Emchania
%eéﬁeﬁgar
HMeter Reader
Ministﬁx
ﬁyﬁiai&a
Painter
?lu@%@r
Policeman
"P@rfay
P&aﬁmﬂﬁ
inﬁtar

Proprietor

22

. ﬁm}} er

@ O D B w B

. 104

BN N N G R R e

d
L33

Per Cent

~e13
+90
213
+25
13
13
1.03
13abde
1.29
.38
52
5404
2.32
+13
<13
+13
W13
1403
§77
25
~25
52
77
he52
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Oceunation

Ragiraaﬁ Worker
Re&iﬁmr
Satossen
»5&?%1&@@&&
sheét Metal Worker
Sigﬁ Writer
ﬁﬁaél’w@rkﬁw
$teﬁagrﬂphar'
ﬁ%ﬁ&&f
gudent
Taiier
T@aéhef
TPeghniclian
?elég&@ﬁ@ Linemsan
ﬁ%lépﬂaﬂe Operator
Tragh Hauler
Trucker
Upholsterer
Usility Man
Watchmen
Faiter
Welder
Widow

Total

23

Number

6

59

i

0

773
78309

2.07
Bl
‘?wé}
«77
«5A
w13
«52
2432
13
+90
38
1.03
W13
+ 6l
77
13
+90
.38
«38
#52
1.03
o13
1.29
100,00
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The greatly accelerated speed of modern life has
regulited in a nervous genaian‘aﬁ& prassura; Only as peopls
have a chance %o relax; to get thelir minds off the daily
routine, and to gilve themselves over fully to some form
of gatlslying recreational activity c¢sn they hope %o
sountersct the effects of the abnormal conditlons under
which they are llving. This is sspet¢lially true of those
whe 1live in the crowded areas of the ¢itles.?l

' Our occeupational survey brings c¢ut some interesting
facts. Altogether 93 different occupatlions are listed,
These cccupations represent a wide range of social
pogitions as well as & great difference in economic
stendards -~ from the baker and bubcher to the dentist and
doctor, .

In order to get a olearer picture of how one
cccupation compares with snother relative to going on
v&cm@ian; we have gub-¢lassified all the gaau@atiap$ under
four general groups of 1abor - Unskillod, Skilled,

Profession and Exscutive.,

2lgr,., George D. Butler,
Recreation, ps 4.

Introduction to Community
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Table No, 2

OCCUPATIONAL GROUP CLASBIFICATION

Unskilled 411
Bkilled 9%
Profession 92
Executive 176
Total 773

53.16
12.18
11.90
22,76
100,00

Graph No. 1

Unskilled
Profession

Skilled

Executive

-
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| The ecoupations listed under the above subdivisions
.  @&@ by no means a professlonal classification. It is
dirficult %o say where unskilled labor ends and skilled
" labor begins. It is alse diffioult to know whether
f@ertain ogoupations sheould come under skilled labm& or
under profession. The attempt we have made in this
‘classificetion is only general and is gubjeet to imyrmvaﬁ&nb"

Under unskilled labor we mention those listed as’ |
laborers in tga city directory. 7o these we add maaupatiaﬁé
such as @ahﬁw; buteher, clerk, driver, lceman, plumber,
salesman, and others. Under skilled labor we 1ist beauby
opergtor, contractor, m&ah&nw%g stenographer and others.
In eur third subdivision we place the professional
ocoupation e ﬁaﬁtar, druggist, lawyer, minister, ﬁeﬁsher,
ae@aa&t&nt.anﬁ others, Under the lest column we list the
executive type of aecayat;aa ~- president, managax;
superintendent, foreman and proprlator,

The above table shows that the laboring class
predeminates, This may not mean that the common laborer
goes on & vacation and the skilled worker stays atbt his Job,
Neither does it mesn that the executive type of business
man is less inoclined to go on & vacation than the professicnal
business.man, That may in part be true; however the

difference may best be explalned from the standpoint that
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there are more people occupled in one olass of ceoupation

" than in snother, A grocery store nay be administrated by
five exegutives but the genersl work may be done by

thirty elerks, truckers and Jjanitors. The survey &hmwé"
that all clesses of people teke a vacation -- the poor as
well as the rich. "The desire for recreation agp&rtumitiaﬁ
is so widespread and insistent that the American people,
even during a»ﬁapraaﬁi@%; spent several billion dollars

annually for thém,v22

o

221pbid, p. 10,
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CHAPTER III
WHERE OMAMANS SPEND THEIR VACATION

America has thousands of miles of highways, railroads
and navigable waterways leading to numerous places of
scenio, historie and recreational interest. & trip aafags
the country hes definite sducatlonal values. It is guite
impossible to learn to know and appreciste cur amﬂnﬁrﬁ by
staying at home, OCutben writes: vIn our program for the
use of our leisure we should not negleet real travel, for
this provides rest, recreation, and culture,w<3 .

In addition to the educational and recreational
values travellng ie impovtent Lrom ﬁ&e.saeiolagiaaf\anﬁ
eovlogleal standpeint. In learning to know other @aé@l@ wWe
nelp to break down racisl barriers and to creste a apirit
of gaéﬁ will and toleration,

Table Ne. 3 shows the gurvey study ef where people
went on their vacation. It 1s obvious that some states
have more attractions to offer than others, Colorado 1s on
top of the list in drawing vacationists from Omahae, This
may be due to the many scenlic parks, mountainsg and lakos.
Quite a large number of (mahene went o see relatives and
friends. The following table and map show the classiflication

agocording to states visited.

23george B. Cutten, The Threat of Leisure, p. 115.
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Teble No, 3

STATES AND COUNTHIES SHOWING WHERE CMAHANS SPEND
THEIR VACATIOR

Btate Number Per Cent

Colorado 127 1441
Minnesota 1&2 12.64
California 90 10429
Rebraske a7 9.85
Iowa 69 7+70
Missouri 52 55k
Illinois 46 5,18
South Dakota %8 b 62
Kanses 27 3.05
New York 17 1,92
Toxae 17 1.92
Washlngton '17 1.92
Oregon 15 1.69
Wisconsin i 1.57
Wyoming 14 1.57
Hichigan 13 Lo47
Arkansas 12 1.35
Montana 10 1613
Ohio 9 1.02
Idsaho 6 «90



Oklahoma

?énnay&vamia.

Florida
New Jersey
New Mexioo
Copnecticut
Indiena
Mississippi
North Dekota
Tennessee
Utah
Virgiale
Alabama
Arizona
Georgla
Nevada
Kentuocky

Masgsachusebis

South Carolina

New England

Washington, D.C.

Canada
Mexico '
Cuba

n
O

: N
WO

1

O RO OO OF OB NN N Powm O

+90Q
+55
M5
5
45
B2
ey
22
22
«22
w22
22
»11
sid
(11
i1
«11
«11
11
67
22
2.9%
+33
»11

*Individual states not indicated
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It is interesting to note where Omahans spend thelir
vacetions, niatanee,-appargntly; is not too greast a barrier
any more for our survey proves thet meny Omahans traveled
“thousands ef miles on ﬁﬁé&r vacation trip,

The state of Colorado drew the largest number of
vaceticnlsts. Our statistics show that 127 or l4.4lH of
those interviewed spent some time in this state. This large
influx of vacabionists is prab&ﬁly dus to the sgenic |
National Parks and the seasonal resreational facilities,

Omehans ohose the state of Minnesote as & good place
to vigit on vacetion, Our survey shows that 112 or 12.64%
spent thelr vacation im this mid-west state. Minnesota ..
has its attrastlions. The 10,000 lakes draw the fighermen,
the swimmars; the boaters and the slghtseers. Aumong the i
first of the stetes %o iutrw&uea‘w;ﬁtar sports, Minnesota 3
annuelly holds dozens of skl meets, winbter carnivals and /j
skating events at various points throughout the state.<h

Californle is another populer place for the poople

of our city to spend thelr time 1n relaxation. Ten per cent

of those interviewed traveled tvo Californis,. It is quite S

possible that 8 number of Omahans wont west to se2 relatives
and friends since so many of Nebraska's lnhabitents moved

toward the coast during the dry season in the early thirties,

z“ﬁdﬁptéd}frﬂm wPo and Through the Northern Creat
lakes Arvea", (verland Greyhound {Travel Folder).
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Nebraska, our own stete, renks well in popularity
for vacationists standing fnux@h in line. Our survey
shows that 9.85% of Omahans traveled to spots of intereost
in their own state. Since Omahs is iaeatéﬁ at the very
tip of the state it would teke & good day's travel to reach
the western boundary,

The state of Iowa received 69 Omshans as vecation
guests, The distance to travel allows many to go there on
vacatlion who cannot afford to go far. Iowa has lales end
other gcenic attractions. |

Missouri and Illincis attracted 52 and 46 Omahs
vacationists respectively. It seems that the trend is west
wathex than east. The elty of Chicago may hai& the center
of 1nfiux for Illinois as Kensas Cilty may draw many into
Missouri.

South Dekota vies well with its sastern neighbors.,
Kansas dropped off considerably in vacationists and after
South Dakota there is but a sprinkling for each state,

There were 17 Cmahans going to esch of the following
three states: New Y@rk; Texas and Washington, It would '
seem that New York would h#vmva larger'nﬂmh@r of visitors

from this mid-continent sbtate.

1

The Pacific Northwest states -- Washington, Oregon — §
) ~ [
and Idaho -~ offer & heven of wacatlon atiractlons, Sun V&

Yalley in Idaho 1s desoribed as a besutirful resort for ﬁaew)
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year round reoreation., 'In winter it is the skier's
paradlgs and in summer it offers a host of diversions i
fishing, swimming, canceing and horseback riding.

Oregon 1s ramous for its Columbia River Gorge,
Crater Lake; The Damlles, P@rﬁ&ana; “The Rose City", and
numerous fﬁiiﬁ; Jakes and Toresis.

Washington ls well known for lts oity, Seattle, with
a population of 470,000, The oitizens of ﬁ&éﬁtié,arw proud
of their 46 fine parks, 36 playgrounds snd 18 golf courses.

Turning to the southern and sastern states there is
offered to the vagationists the vastness of Texas, ths
largest state in the Union. xamaa is rich in mil;:c@ttmn
and grain. 7The femous UzZarks, located in three states --
Cklahoma, Missourl and Arkansas sre known the world over.

Plorida is the pleyground of thousanda, The
sastern states abound in historic eitiﬁﬂ; coast lines and
pleasure resorts. Not too many Omshans went east on their
vacation., The reason for this may be twofold. PFiret,
New England and ccastal ataﬁaé are far away and secondly,
most of our friends and relatives live %sat snd not sast of
us,

According to our survey, 26 Omshans went to Caenada
for their vegation. Canada still has much of its originsl
ruggedness 80 apﬁaaling to many adventurous travelers.

The thrill of the winding 5t. Lawrence River orulise through
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'the‘gloriﬁuﬁ Thousand Islands is a combinatlon of unfor-
geﬁt&bga hours c¢limaxed by a run through the racing lachine
-ﬁagiﬂs, a magnificent exzperience. All in all, an eastern

- Ganada trip will be very eanjoyable and edusational.

Touring through the mid-western provinces the
traveler sees diversified farming in Ontario and Manitoba,
grain farming in Saskatchewan an&,hlbarta; and fishing,
‘mining and lumbering 1&.BritiaﬁAQQluﬁbia.

The Canadian West has an enchantment unsurpassed, v
Lake Louise, Banff, snd in genersl the Canaedian Rockies
are a beautiful sight and contain the finest pleasure
resorts to be found anywhere in the world,

our survey shows that three of our c¢ity went to
Mexico on their vacation., Mexico is our neighbor to the
south and yet we seem to know 8o little about tnig old,
interesting country.

with present-day seagonally adapted p&@asur& resorts
vacations can be taken every month of the yeer. Gur
telephons survey shows that Omahans take vacations all the
vear arcund; however the months of June, July and August

are by far the most popular.
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CHAPTER IV
WHEN OMAHANS GO OF VACATION

Our country covers a vast hagriﬁmﬁy‘with & widely
different c¢limete in th§'vari$us‘g@egwaphié areas abt a
given time of the year. When the mldwost states are cool-
and storny, warm weather relgns supreme in the southern
stetes. When the northern areas are snowbound with
.faliing§emparataxes; the ooastal countries are invitingly
pleasant. A@p&r&n@ly for ﬁhiﬁ rea&an §ha states bordoring
.eaaanlinaa ha?a become a veritable mecca for tourists and
ﬁr&v&&args

With present-~day aaaaa&al%y’aﬁ&g&edAyleasura
resorts vecaticus cen bs taken every month of the year.
Our %ai&g&ane survey shows @h&% the gaa@l@ of Omaha take
vacations all the year around; however the months of
June, July and August are by far the lesding months
during which vacatlons are taken as shown by our data

in Teble No, 4 on the following page.
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Table No. 4

WHEN OMAHANS GO ON VACATION

Month

January

February

March

April

Nay

June

July

August

September

Oetober

Hovember

December
Total

Humber,

5

iz
32
165
266
240
51
28

12
834

" Per Cent

.69
«83
1.08
Lok
3.83
19.73
31.82
28,73
6,22
3.35
«Bh4
L.l
100.00

(9
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Qrtaph. No. 2

Time of Vacation
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Aecording to our survey 80% of gll those interviewed
went on va&&@ién during the summer months., The large
proportion of Omahens taking their vaecation during the
monthe of June, July and August mey be due largely to the
favorable weather in most states during this time of the
year. The days are warmer and the pleasure resorts are at
thelr height in offering the best for tourists and campors,

About fourteen ysrrsena of those interviewed lerft
on vacation during Nay, September aﬁ&'ﬁetaber; the menths
bordering the summer season. The weather 1s usually guite
favarablg at thls time. Most of the resorts and parks arve
8%111 gpen to the publiec and a fair amount of enjoyment is
sbill avgilabi& during these monthss Tr&veliﬁg itsel? may
be more comfortable et this time since the summer's heat
has abated, Nature usually is no less scenic and beautiful
in late spring and early autumn then 1t is Quring the
suumexr months.

Quite a number traveled durlng the late autumn and
winter séaaon, The weather at this time of the year is
often not fevorable and the roads may bhe bazardous for
automobile tourists. The months of Januery, February,
March and November show & combined number of twenty-sight
vacetionista, The month of December shows an increase
over the other winter months perhaps due to the fact that
" this is the Christmes seascn which usually allows for

several days of vacatlon from regular employment.
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CHAPTER V
WHY OMAHANSG GO ON. VACATION

In our telephone survey we had opportunity to
ask why those interviewed went on vacatlion; The raésdﬁa
@8 glven to us are shown in the following table in order
of thelr importance.

The purpose in going on a vacation for a certain
" period of time may not alweys be a personal choice,
Cooasionally doctors will advise a change of c¢linate for
h@alﬁnﬁs’séke, A husband or wife may leave home for a
while because of domestic problems., Children may leave
home becsuse of parental restrictions which to them seem
unfeir and are dsfinitely annoying.

Net all of those interviewed were willing to give
us the desired information, Some felt that this was
exalusivaiy'ﬁhair own business eand even refussed to
volunteer the information. The metter was not pressed in

order not to annoy the party interrogated.
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Table No. 5
WHY OMAHANS GO ON Vﬁ@ﬁa@iﬁﬂ

Humbex Per Cent

Visit Relatives 312 36,82
Take A Rest 203 23:.91
Go Flehing 108 12,73
Sightgeeing 79 Ga48
See ¥Friends 72 8,91
Pleasure 35 e 20
Realth 12 1.25
Business 1x 1.15
Hunting ) 8 +83
Cemps or Oonferences 6 +62
Honeymoon S A — 1O

Total 850 100,00




Visit Relatives

Take a Rest
Go Fishing
Sightseeing
See Friends
Pleasure
Health
.Business
Hunting
Camps

Honeymoon

341

Graph No. 3

Purpogse of Vacation




4R

FPamily ties are still very bindlng. According to
our survey more than a third, 36,824 of all Omahans golng

B CJ
~ on & vacotion went to see relatives. This shows that we \%gé”

heve not altogether become individualistic and unscoclial., .7

The trend of élréatian in seeing these. relatives seems to
be west and not east. The &ia&avary'af naw land was west.
During the 1933~38'ﬁapréaﬁian.mere people apparently moved
west rather than east. This may account fag 80 many goling
t¢o California, Colorado, Uregon and Washington.

More then two hundred of those interviewed
iﬁﬁiegteﬁ &hat'tﬁﬁy went on a vﬁaaﬁiaﬁ for reason oF a
‘rest. There is an old saying that a chengé is as good as
& reat, It le interesting to note that nearly helf of
tae.peayla hoping to get rested while on vaéatimn came back
‘without feeling rested or refreshed. (See Graph No. 9,
Page 78.} It is well to so arrange our vacation trip that
we feel rested upon our return, The mode of traveling
may have much to do with our physical temperament. In
order to give the vasationist the rest benefit he
anticipated it might be well not to drive too long at a
tim@; retire early and relsx as much’as‘yoﬁgiblaw’

Fiahing; ascording to our survey statistics, proves
to be a populay sport for Nebraskans who may net have a
fishing lake at their back door., DMore than‘lzﬁ of those

.

. s
\\ L
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7‘ﬁntar?iEWed.war@riﬁ%axaﬁt&& in thia phase of recrestlon.
” | The statistics of our survey chow that 9,38% of “
f?ﬁhgs@,int@rviGW@é went sightseeing, The fiéld for this
fféyp@ of resroatlion is unlimited. The United & t&tes, with
“mtﬁ friendly naighb@wa to the north and south, m?@&rs aﬁ'
 ar@aAse large that no man could ever vislt all the |
i‘in%arﬁﬁ%ing places o often geen depioted on tra?ﬁl-’f ?
’?lit@raﬁnra@ Trains, buses and planes affar’agﬂ@i&i" 1
‘érrangﬁneﬂta for sightsceling vacationists. Aﬁ ﬁimﬁé-
red&aaé ‘excursion rates are offered to encourage ﬁrﬁvaliﬁg
%o all gaxﬁs of smerica.
| Almost ten per cent of Cmshans going on vaeaﬁion
went to see thelr friends, This was a convenient time
1ta see loved ones snd friends whom they may not have aé@n,
for many years. Life is busy gn& it seems to take specisl
affort to see Trisnds and relaetives, Vacatlon time may be
the answer for old frlends to get together,

?@rty'af those interviewed on our ﬁurvéy went on
vacatlon just fer pleasure with apparently no eth@r reason
in mind. A}abill smaller number went for thelr heslih.
Dootors and minilsters cecoasionally advise an overwrought
eclient to go aﬁ a trip to forget the home cares and worries
for & while, |

A Tew combined business with glaaaura, Gniy 8 out
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of the entire number of peeple called oh our survey
indicated that they went hunting. Thers were several
reasons ra@ hhi$¢ Perbaps it-is because hunting is s
mant's sport, large gsme is usually found at a distance
and ﬁh@ man with an average income may not be ables %o
afford to go out hunting. .

Six people interviewed said that they went to a
camp or conference on thelr vacation. For church people
this would mesn a religlous vonference., There ere a
large number of these conferences all over America.

Many have sprung up into progresslve activity in the last
twenty years., Boys and giris attend camps held near a
lake somewhere under some shady trees, Cemps are being
conducted for aippled and unfortunate chlldren from
cities and towns. Meny of these may come from broken
HOmes .

Only one lone Omahan claimed that he went on a
honsymoon during his vaeation. This seems to be a low
rate, A wedding is so important that employees may be

granted specisl time off for this great event.
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CHAPTER VI
HOW OMAHANS TRAVEL ON VACATION

America is on whéeli-wing and wave today. The
cmn%iganﬁ is spanned from coast to coast and frowm north
to seéﬁh¢ ?faaaeéeaaié tours sre piaénéa and the seeas
are aréaaﬁa by ship and eilrplane. Thousands leave théir
homes and launoch out into the world of adventurs.
Attractive literature illustratively desecribing places
of gléaaaxe end relaxation is available at Travel Burean
ocounters. | ‘

By far the largest percentage of all Omaha
vaeatiaﬁista traveled by automoblle, Several ressons
nay be soneidered in evaluasting the ilmportance of this
common mode of travel, First of all there is the door=
to-door sonvenience, The sutomobile generally tukes the
verson where he wants to go., The traln and the alrplane
do not afford this convenience. Prain stetions ere
of ten 10&&%9& somewhat‘on the aﬁge of the city and the
final step has to be traveled by bus or aubomobile. The
airplane generally lands several miles outside the clty
limits an& additional expense ig requlred to arrive at the
door of the traveler's destimation, The means of travel
indicates the amount of expenses, the time the vacationer

has to gpend and what one hopes to gain from the scensry
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aleng the way.

The boat or %teamahip is at anchér at the city port.
This dock may be a f?w blocks from tho downtown ér@a or it
may be a few miles distant. Whatever mode of transportation
is used, the autamabéia geems 0 be the nost conveanient.

The sutomobile further provides & certain smount of
comfort as<wﬁll as privacy usually greatly apprecilated by
most tmupiﬂt$¢ For é group of three to sixz the automobile
undoubtedly offers grester economy in traveling. »Gn the
train or bus each lodividual buys his ticket end paye the
same fare whether there are few passengers or many. The
automoblle vacatlonists are thelr own schedule menagers
and they need pot be afrald of missing the train, bus,
airplane or boat., |

Ths_ﬁ%éiﬁ w&é in nmobile existence berore the autoe
mobile game into préctical aﬁarat;&aﬁ Befors the day of
the auta&ebiia; bus end airplane, the trains had full
monopolys however for years now there has been keen
ﬁempetition‘in carrying passengers, express and freight.
The nnriviﬁg railroad companies reslized this competition
and heve made every effort to retain their business by
fimproving traveling faeilities and yet not increasing the
rates too muchs | '

Bus transportation becsme a euﬁtvmary-maée of

traveling only sbout a quarter of a century ago. Todey
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buges with modern conveniences and facillties serve the
entire oontinent. DBuses may not eompete with the traias

in comfort and convenlence bubt bus rates are lower end
many smeller towns can be resshed which are inaccessible

by tralm. Those who find tobacco smoke unpleasant may
approciate traveling on tralns provided with amﬁkawlaﬁngwgg

The Greyhound Bus Lines aﬂd the Wrailw&ya'éus
System are undoubtedly the greatest bus linegs in America.
In ecertaln localities these two bus lines fare keen
competition and each vies for passenger trads, YTery
attractive travel litsrature ls supplied by both companles,

The alrplane hag gome into its own popular and
prastical usefulness only in recent years. Americuns
at first were hesitant to traverse the continent ﬁhraugh.
the air. The alrplene was considered unsafe aond the
rates were belleved to be too high in comparison with
pther more conventional modes of travel.

In the last ten years or o the alr lines spparently
have proven to the public that alr travel is male for an
sver inoreasing number of passengere bouard the airplane.
The feollowing quotation seemg toe refube the high cost of
flying: "While Mainlines feres are surprisingly low, extra
travel dividends provided by many optional routes really

sQVe you money. You can go one way and peturn another at
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little or no addéitional cost .25

The coming of the airplane has breought within easy
resoh distent lands and eities. Through the medium of
th@ﬁArmyiﬁ,tr@mspavta@iam ﬁa‘hava far greater epportunities
t0 begonie acquainted with people of other lands =~ their
customs, thoughts gnd religions.

Boat tr&ﬁsp@rtaﬁian is more sncilent than either

wheel-ar plane travel. Perhaps the first boat ever to N
: : . kN
be bullt was the ark bullt by Noah. Thousands of boais ) A
. NP
have plied the waters in pest centurles. With modern / {{”

equipment snd comfort the boat is still a popular choice 7

of many vacationists anﬁ.basin@ga people today.

25wp1ly United To Vacationland”, United Air
Lines {Travel Folder).
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Table Fo. 6

HOW OMAMANS TRAVEL ON VACATICN

Hoda

b

Ruiber

Acbemohile 560
Train i83

Bus

37

Airplans 16

Beoat

Total 797

0426
22,97
&#?ﬁl
2,00
0L
100,00

Graph Hos &

Kode of Trapasportation

. Automobile 70.26%

Plane 2.00%\ Train 22.9%79
Boat .Ol%-
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Aoocording to our survey a little over 70% of
all (meha wvacatlonists use the automobile for
ﬁranspartatiaag Thero may be several ressons for
traveling by asutomobile @m.vaeﬁﬁi&ﬁ trips. PFirst, it
aepparently is wmore econcmical than Qﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂiﬁi ﬁrﬁ?&ling,
N\

especlially if there are several in the party. Secondly,
' N,

P

it is the most convenient mode of travel in that 1t ///

S

provides a door to doer trensportation and thirdly, it
mey prove @m be a more indopendent way of traveling
which seemingly is so desiradble these days. Good

roads make automobile travel more enjoyadble.

It is rather interesting to observe, sceording te
our survey, the definitely larger garﬁénﬁmg& of people
traveling on the traim in comparison to those going on the
bus. {(ur survey shows that léB of those iaterviswed
traveled on the traln and only 37 on the bus. The reason
for this may be the Taot that Omaha is a large railroad
genter, Several of those interviewsd in our survey
indlcated that they had traveled om a rallroad pass.

Both the réilraa&a and bus lines have an assortment of
interesting rallread and bus travel folders wnich are
both informative and educatlonal.

Afr line service is becoming more popular all the
time, On our survey we found that two per cent of all

vacationists use the ajrplane for transportation. It is
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possible that those who travel on the alrplane reason that
the higher travel rete 1s counterbalenced by the time
saved enrouto.

Only one party traveled by boat on his vacation.
The causs of this mey be that since Cmaha ié an inland
city, water transpmrtatiaﬁ is éaita inoonvenlent. Some
bave the ﬁaﬂﬁeﬁaﬁ to becone seaalek which ﬁay be another
reason Tor staying on the ground rather than salling on

the water.
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CHAPTER VII
NICHT LODGING DURING VACATION

Night lodging has always been an importasnt fesotor
in the experience of a tourist. After a day's traveling a
good place to stay is welcome. The demand for hotel and
. motel sccommodations has inereased tremendously in the
last twenty five years in proportion to the inerease In
traveling. Modern hotels have replaced the old rooming
house, &ll,léwg@ towns and oities have greatly improved
thelr lodging facilitlies in the last years. This perhaps
ls due to the sharp competition presented by the rvapildly
inereasing tourist csbin business and also in propoertion
to the increased number of peopls traveling. In some
cities the demends are greater than in others. This is
especlally true on main railroad lines an& truck highways.

With the increased production of the automobile has
come & ¢comparable need for the hotel by the side of the
highway -- the tourist cabin. These cabins or motels as
the modern tourist cabing are cslled today are canv&ﬁi&atly
located for the motorists, usually at the adge of towns or
¢ities, There has been 8 marked imprevement in the cabin
business during the last decade or nmore in'ﬁmmfmrt,'in
convenienée and In modern facilitlies.

The motel has presented keeon competition to ths
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hotel business. Hotels are ususlly located -in the
downtown area of towns and oltlies where as the cabin is
Tound outside the heat and nolse of the city proper.
Cabins offer privaaé and have that homellke atmosphere.
Here the tourist cen cook his meals and hang his wash
on ﬁne line outside, éhilﬁre& haeve room Lo play,;mathers
oan relax after a bard day and the head of the house can
'taxs a stroll for axﬁraiﬂa'a: go Tishing ln a nearby
lake.

Almost a hundred Omahans peported that they stayed
| with relatfveg and friends for the night. Such an
‘arrangement may meet a doudble purpose, It provides the
opportunity of seeing loved ones and it also reduces the
lodging expense, Hotel and cabin rategs have increassed
with the genersl trend of ralsed prices and this may have
inrluﬁnéaﬁ meny travelers to spend the night wlth relatives.

aefan,ﬁmahana interviewed reported that they
stopped at lodges or ranches for the night. Lodge members
may £ind accommodations within their organization and the
ranches may refer to dude ranches now becoming popular in
the westdérn states,

There was a time when tents were & necessary part
of traveling equipment, In the early deys of the asutomobile
" few eabins were svallable and those traveling or camping .

slept in tents put up wherever night would overtake thenm.
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A tent provides the nevessary shelter but it can in no
way compare with cabin or hotel accommodations.

Table No. 7
NIGHT LODGIRG DURING VACATICON
?Egaé. Humbexr Par Cent

Tourist Cablas 262 53.38

Hotels 129 26,18

Relatlves 78 15.8¢9

© Friends 14 2.87

Lodge or Rgnch V? 148
Pent —t sRO

Total 491 100,00
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Graph No., §

SBleeping Quarters

Cabins

Hotels 26.18%

Relatives 15,899

Friends
odge

Gonvenlence 1s an important factor when golng on
a vacation. Over 50% of those interviewed stayed at

Cabins or Métels for the night. This may be due to the
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Pact ﬁh&t ?Q%-ﬁf‘all-va@atianiaﬁ3¢trﬁ?a2ﬁﬁ by automobile,.
{Ses Table No. 6, Page 49.) ﬁ@tﬁriata may f£ind motels
more cﬁnvmniemt and pesrhaps less expensive than hotels.
Motels are often more accessible than hotels, the latter
often belng located in the downtown area whereas the motels
are ﬂft@&Afﬁﬂﬁﬁ on the fringe of towns and cities.

Hotels Qay be frequented by more motorists in winter
and by those traveling on trains or buses throughout the
yeary, Qur sumvey shows tﬁaﬁA£29 or 26% of those
interview§ﬁ‘atayaé in heotels for the nights Suech an
arrangement may be largely a matter of convenlence.

Cur survey further shows that 78 or 15.84 of Cmaha
vacationists stayed with relatives and 2.8% stayed with
friends for the night. This may prove an adventage not
only from a soeial point of view but also from an
sconomic asngle. |

Only one of the many Cmehans traveling spent the
night in a tent. This may prove that the trend today is
toward greéﬂar sonvenience and also toward spending less
time on domestic detalls.

The social significsnoe of places where people
slept whilce travellng on thelr vacotion maey be observed in
followlng trends which are explained in the paragraphs on
~the nemt page: 1) convenience 2} acoommodations

3} family attachm@nta¢
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More then half of all the people traveling indicated
that they stayed at cabins over night. It is possible that
cabing offer greater convenilence in 1) avelding downtown
Gibylaﬁngwatiwm 2) providing laundry and cooking facile
ities ang'B} giving space for children to play without
traffic hazards. '

It is possible that the hotel affers accommodations
which ﬁh@ cabins de not provide such as 1) room service
2) automobile storage, repair and service and 3) more
comfortable winter accommodations.

ur survey shows that almost slixteen per cent of
those contacted golng on a vasation stayed with friends
over night. This may indicate that 1) yeaﬁla appreciate
thelr own relatives and 2) that there may be the idea of
ecconomizing in thée vacation expense by staying with friends

and relatives.
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CHAPTER VITI
NUMRER IN VACATION PARTY

Cur survey proves that the pevple of Omaha are
amaiabkﬁ inecliped, Host of them preferred to travel in
& party of two or more., In geanersl, few psople care to
live alone. Host of us want and need friends and
gssociates. The family shows the importance of cooperation
and is the proper place to teach sociability and an
abtitude of kindness towerds others. The fact that so many
prefer ity 1ife mey indlcate a desire to llve with the
erowd rather thaen alone on the ferm. GCity eéﬂvenianaea
will, of eourse; have much to do with the yréaent gay trend
to move into the eities,

—  The mode of travel may also affect th@'aize of the
party to some extent, The taxi slegah that four cen ride
for the price of one holds true to some éﬁteat~tr&vaiiﬁg
by eutomobile, It is sald that the operative expense of
several traveling in an automobile ié 1ittle more then if
one travels in the seme vehiole, On the train or bus each
pays for hig ticket and there are usually only suall
reductions for groups traveling if eny at all,

on occasions a compenion may travel with an older

party o give assistance on the way. Families travel
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together, neighbors may tour in a party, sororities and

fraternities often travel in a group., Traveling in a

group has several sdvantages unavallsble to the ono who

travels aiaae.
Table Ho, 8

NUMBER IN VACATION PARTY

Numbor in Party  Number Pex Cent
1 73 9,37
2 236 30433
3 157 20,17
I 167 2145
5 87 11,28
6 4 5,25
7. 3 .37
8 or more W 178
Total 778 ‘ 100.00

Qur survey shows that 30% of those going on a

vacation went with two in the party; 20% with three

in the party, and 21% with four in the group, The fact

that psople prefer to go with others rather than alone
may prove thet most people are soclially minded and are

happier in others' company, It may prove that when

\
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traveling is done by sutomobile a group can travel meore
economically. '

ﬁam@timﬁs'r@ﬁueed.rﬁh@a are offered to femilles
traveling together. It was the intention of this writer
to debermine in thils survey as to how often famllies as
a uzlt go on a vecation together, This question, however,
proved to b too personal and since the informstion was
irr&i&vaﬁﬁ in nature, the question wag dropped from the
questionnaire, |

The following observations may be given as a
social significance in the number 6f pa0§1a traveling in
a vasation party:

People are fyriendly and soeiable as indicated by
their preference to travel with one or more companions
rather than to travel alone. Less than ten per aant‘n?
those contacted through our survey traveled alone,

Nearly one third of the people golng on a vacation
did so in numbers of two. Porhaps we may assume thet this
indjcates a husband and wife traveling tagataer; showing
the stability of the home .

The larger groups of three or more traveling
together may prove Pirst the desire to be socimble and
second the need to economize for as & rule ssveral im
a group cen travel less expensively than one or two.

4
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CHAPTER IX
LENGTH OF VACATION

The annual vacation hes become a very important
faeﬁor<inj¢ux economie program,. smployees are leuking
forward to this time of rest and relaxation whether they
plan to take n veecation or not, The vacatlon trip may
not be a prest for every employee but it is a change from
the regular routine of employment.

Most Tirms have worked out a system of vacation
allewance; Besides the length of time given for vacations,
the company must decide on the rate of payment during bhis
time and also place the whole systen on a seniority basis.

The history and development concerning vacation
time Por wage esrners is shown in the following quotatlion
and table:

Vacations for Wage earners ars a recent
development, acoording to a repart made by

THE CONFERLHCE BOARD In 1935. But it is

also peinted out that o few companiesa had

given paid vacations to hourly workers since

1900 Table 1, taken from that study, shows

the growth of vacation plans to include those

employees for the first time, and through

liberalizing exlsting plans to lnclude a

larger percentago of workers already covered

by such a policy. In a study of 700 companies

made by the Board in 1940, 1% was found that
46.4% szranted vecations wiﬁn pay to wage
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earners, ag aam@are&'with i?a?%vfar the
same group in 1935,

TABLE A

Table 1: PERIODS IN WHICH VACATION PLANS FOR
WAGE EARNEHS WERE ADCPTED

T T Ramber of | percentage of

Date of Adoption Compenies Companies
Before 3’-9(}’0; P & . R8
190019090 assnncs 16 ili.2
1913“193«90 rEEEON ®S 29 2@;3
L9R0~192% s sbnsnse 75 5244
1936‘“1935m YT E LY . 9 ) o 3.2:}

The Buresu of Labor statistics reports in
a recent mesmorandum thet in 1940, 2,000,000
organized workers, or 25% of the total, were
covered by a definite policy whigh provided a
vacation with pay; in 1943, thls number had
sonred to 7,800,000 workers, or 60% of the
total. CGreatest progress in the liberalize
abion of vacatlion policles was made in the
coal mining, railrogd trensportatiocn, and
shipbullding industries. HNore moderate
advances were made in newspaper printing and.
publishing, electrical equipment, trucking,
flilat gless, hosiery eand lesther tanning.,
Vacations with pay wers leasat often found in
industries marked by seasonal layoffs and
intermittent work, and where workers were
employed a number of different pleces in thae
course of a yesr, These included bullding
trades workers, actors apd musiolens, and
clothing trades workers.,” '

Vacation with pay has bscomé'imdraasingly

important since the beginning of the twentieth century,

26National Industrisl Conference Board, .
Wartime Influences on Vaegation Pollcles, ps 3.
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The factory wage earner, the store clerk, the banker,
tegcher and preacher =-- all look forward to & time of
relaxation and recreation. Even the farmer, although he
is as a rule his own manager, arranged his schedule so
that he could get awsy for a wogk or so. PFarmers who own
no livestock but ralise grain only have the @mﬁiré winter
free to travel.

Some plants shut down entirely for the duratlon of
the vacation o a#oié erippliang the progress of produoction
and delivery, The Tollewing table shows Time and Qnratiam

of Shutdoun:
CTABLE B

Table 10: NUMBER OF UNITED STAT2S PLANTS WHICH
SHUT DOWN POR VACATIONB OF WAGE
EARNERS AND SALARIED WCOREERS, BY
TIME ARD DURATION OF SHUTDOWN

Time and Durstion of Shutdown  Compsnies
1 weok ww July@;g¢;nﬂtaghqn&tawnqi 208

2 WOBKS == gﬁlﬁ&#wuneiyu¢giibés«vv 18b
- Time and duration not decided or

not Qﬁatga@u¢§ma@qﬁwaai&&ﬁQu& 11
Weeks = AUZUSGisessesoscrnrevsne 56
weexs Quring swmmer bubt not come

pelled to take vacstion then. 5 |
week *Auring SuUMmMeIrTissresscos sy La
VWEBKE ww AUBUSL . scsssessvssnanses 3e
weeks "during SUMKETM, . siesevone 1

waeks «- July and/or Auguob..soe
woek =« July and/or Augustesevee
WECK ww JUNQussensasovseeneinnse
weeks (1 each in June and Dec,.).
weeks (1 each in June and Sept.)

Total Tht

WO DN
L s o g P
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8. 18 of these pompanies permit additional
vacation, 1f earned to be taken during regular
vacation period.

© be 5 of these compsnies permit additionsl
vacation, if earned to be taken during regular
vacation period.,

. ¢. 1 of these companies permite additional
vacation, if earnsed to be taken during regular
vaa&tioa period.

d. All of these companles permlit additional
vacation, if earned t¢ be taken during regular
vacabion peried.

e, 2 of thege ocumpanies @armit additional
vacation, if earned to he taken during regular
vacation per&e&.

fa & emmpanias trying g? vashutdown plan®
for the first time this year.”

MMational Industrisl Conference Board,
Vacation and Holldey Practices, p. 75.
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Table No. 9

LENGTH OF VACATION FOR OMAHANS

Tinme Humber -
Less than & week 53
one week 262
Two weeks 306
Three weeks ° 92
Pour weoeks 58
Five weelks ; 13
8ix weeks il

Longer than six wéaks' i7
. Total 814
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Graph No. 6

Lengzth of Vacation
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@ho-l@ngtﬁ.cf a common vacation may be determined
by the time allotted, the money avnilable, and the interest
the individual has in golng on & vacation, A two-week
period is ﬁhe most dasirablé length of vacation for the
people of Cmaha gccording to our survey findings. This is
elosely followed by one week's time. 70% of the total
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number of Omaha vacationlste went elther for two weeks
or cne week. A little over 11% went on @ three week's
trip and 7.14% went for four weeks, Fifty-three of the
total nunber or 6.52% went for less than a wesk.

With the working day cut shorter it may mé
posgsible for the less well-to-de or for those who are
very busy to go on excursions or long week ends or even
late afterncons., There mey be those who would be
interested in a vacation but cannot leave the house, To
these one might suggest thaet they spread a table on the
lswn under a shedy tree if there ls oune and enjoy & change

from the conventional meal at the tadble in the house.
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CHAPTER X
ACCIDENTS N VACATION

An increased number of scceldents gan be expected
in proporiion to the ever increasing number of people
travoling. The speed and power of modern motor vehicles
undoubtedliy affeet the permanent rate of apccidents,

Many who leave on their vacasiun with the expsctation of
fully enjoying thelr leave must meet with tragile
accidents, The death rate 1s steedily climbing higher
oOVery year.

This yesr, 1f records of the past hold
true, several thousand vaecationists will die
in preventable aocidents during July and Y
August,. Hundreds more will be sericusly ’
injured and maimed rfor 1ife =~ on the highwaya,
in the mountains, at the beach, and even in
thelr own back yards,28 - ’

Every two years more peeple are killed
end maimed by acoldents 1o the home then fell
victim to stomic bombs in Japsn. At least
35,000 persons are killed and more than five
million ianjured by falls, burns, seslds, and
explogives in the home. .

Automeblle sceldents snnually cost the
United States 50,000 lives and more than a
million persons in;grad, svery five minutes
scmecne 1s killed,~:

Acclidents never slumber. Constant care and concern should

287he Americen Home, Vol, ILI, No. 8,
29Life Can Be Beautiful, Vol. II, No. 4,
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be exercised day and night, DPeath and injury 4o not lurk
only in the home oy in the highways.. Death stalks even
in innocent places.

Accldenta are often due to & frustrated mind
burdened with care and worries. A quarrel at home may
mean an gsecident in the aheﬁg

'gcéid@ﬁta in the summer, like those In the home
the year famﬁ&, are éft&n caused by thinge you can
control -- haste, Qv@rsanfiaenee; Qar@lessg@as, a#erw
exertion or negligence., 7The woods, the mountains, the
beach and your back yard all have special hazards whieh
can be eliminated with gara; viglilance and forethought.

Fathers owe it to thelr femllies to be careful,
always goarding against denger., MNothers should have a
sharp aye to detect symptoms of fatigue or anger and
thereby a%aiﬁ & possible injury teo herself or ancther
member of the family,

The folliowing table and graph show that Omahans
are careful drivers. Since accldents are not limited to
driving only we can alsc sey that the people of C(mabs aré
careful to avold accldents ln every respect. General and
highway salebty rules taught %o shildren and parents would
surely eliminate many of the accldents which ogcur in ’
ever increasing numbers causing as toll wrecked property,

broken bodiss and precious lives,
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DID YCU HAVE AR ACCILENT DURING VACATION?

Humber Per Qent

Ho %56 99,30
Total 4,59 100,00

Groph Hoes 7

Porcontage of Ancidents
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Ascording to cur survey Omahans are careful drivers.
Only three out of faur.huﬁ&rﬁd and fifty-six reported an
aeai&ﬁnt; This we belleve is a reccmmendable regords In
general the number of accidents seems to be on the increase.
This may be due to the fact that there are more automobiles
on the highwaya and also to ﬁﬁe increasing speed of drivers
today. FPoople in general seem to be nervous and perhaps
somewhat irritablé;igfﬁiafmay be dug to_the &fimking of
llguor ef‘the praéﬁiééféf:ctﬁarzhmrmful iﬁﬁﬂlﬁéﬂﬁBSq

The following teble shows a compsrison of the
aceldent rate of our survay»with that of the clty of Umaha

and the entire United Stetes.
Table ﬁﬁ-w il

ACCIDENT RATE COMPARISON

3

L

Area Tobtal Number |Total Accident arqantagé of|
Povered 1 of Pecple | _ Rate licoldent Rate
Survey 459 |} 3 .66
Pmaha | 274,000 | 2,719 99

inited States |147,946,000 | 7,600,000 | 5.20
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CHAPTER XI
VACATION WITH PAY

it ie guite possible that many who would otherwise
love to take a trip during vaecatlon could not afford to
leave without "yacation with pay”., Those who anticipate
going on g trip may be &engibie and praetical epnough to
lay aaiéa a part af thair income during the yeaer inm
prc§axaﬁion for meabin@ the expenses of an exoursion.

The writer has made the experience of traveling
not only withmut the adegquate funds but even without the
essential funds and it is not an expericnce to be desired,

Everyone looks forwserd to vaocatlons,

But just whst to do with them is another

problem, To most people or familles, the

question resolves itself into two najor

gategories: how to have a8 good time and

atill keep within the budget, and how te

choose a placeée that will satisry every

member of the group.’d '

The head of the family or party should feel
obligated to plan a trip within the range of money and
time available Tor this purpesse, It could be suggested
here that the thoughtiul femily wlll lay aglde some
funds during the year for thls purposse.

Since the pattern for vacation with pay has besn

BQ“unaay M&gm&iye, ?Gl, £, No 2, (Jun@,
1948) p. 17, 45.
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laid, administrative heads of shops who enploy workers
have little cholge but to conform t0 thls pattern, The
gompany will know from past ex§a£ianaa$ that production
does ﬁwt.ae§r@aaé but may actually incresse as the result
of th@fw&fkér or workers' peried of rest. In many shops
g ten to firteen minute period of rest is given both in
the morning ﬁﬂﬁ:&ftgrﬁﬁﬂ#& It can be concluded that
funds allocated for vacation purposes may result in

average dividends,

Table No. 12
DID ¥YOU GET VACATION WITH PAYY

Answey Number fer Cent

Yos 559 80.03

Total 691  100.00
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Graph No. &

Paid Vacations

Qur survey reveals that 80% of those given a
vacatlon received vacation with pay. Since our aurvey
ﬂoés‘ﬂat show the respectivs vagatiaaﬁ of those goling on
vacation it is pessible that the 20% who reported that
vacaticn pay was not received may be partially oomprised
of thostd who are not x@guiarly.emplﬁyed oy of those who
are regularly employed but their work ls not such that
it comes under the ryacation with pay” a;lat@ant.

Under the rirst group mentioned would perhaps
¢come the haua@wivaa; the retired snd aged. Under the
gecond group could be aansidersﬁ,ﬁhe teachers, ministers

and missicnaries,
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CHAPTER XIX
REST DURING VACATION

Man 1s born with certain innete tendencies which
at varlous stages of his 1life should be satisfled, Con-
tinued frustrations will eventually stifle the natural
desires and inelinations to discover new territories, to
sxperience new adventure, and to pursue new achievements.

God has s0 constituted man thet he needs a rest or
a change of routine pericdically. He commanded man to
work six days and rest on the seventh,

- 8ix deys shalt thou labour, and do all
thy work: But the seventh day 1s the sabbath
. of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do -

any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,

nor thy menservant, nor thy maldservant, nozr

thy eattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy

gates: For in slx days the Lord made heaven

and eorth, the sea, and all that in thea is,

ané} ested at the savamth day, and he hallowed

it.

Man has tried to wviolate this rule but over a
period of years it hes been satisfactorily proven to be
impxaaﬁiaalg The body needs a rest and a ehange, And if
man needé a rest every sseven days we can salfely assume
that he needs a change of climate and environment away

from his daily duties for a wegk or two gvery year or so,

4 vacation properly spent will help a person %o

3iThe Bible, Lxodus 2:9-1l1,
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econtinue hia chosen voogtion with new anargy (5341 1%@@?&&%;
He will face formerly drab experlences with a new look of
smbition and enthusiaem, KNot only does our body need a
'@hﬁmg@ but it alsc needs rest and relaxetion. The worn=out
tissues noed to be strengthened and rebuilt, Our body is
wonderfully created, It 1ls wvery enduring and can stand a
lot of abuse but it will break down in the end unless 1t
is repaired in time, Adequabe sloep, reereation, and a
change of activities will surely againr restore the weary
body to its original strength snd vitality,

. A vacatlion then is found profiteble in all walks of
labor == the farmer, the business men, the professional
man,; and the goldler ~- all need a vacation, Our governuent
has found it adviseble to relesse the scldier from his
rigid training or service and give him leave to see his
family and friendsy to travel or to pursue gome Other form
of reersation,

. The whole structure of vacation pollcles
hag usually been bullt on one of two prevalling
views. The Lirst is thet vacabtlons are granted

+ Por the purpose of allowing employees a rest

period in which to rew~equip themselves
physically for the tasks they must facge in the
ensueing year. According to this view, .
vacations are privileges which are granted to
employses at the option of mansgement. The
second view is thet vacmtlions are basic rights,
that they are perliods in which to recuperats

from the tasks already sccomplished during the
past year and that they are therefore assoclated
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with compensation Just as_sctual work performed
is assccleted with wages.3

The man who is dally surrcunded by noise and people
wishes te get{a;cnﬁ and relex, He feels that this ié
essentlnl to replenish his physiocal and mental streagth.

The one reguisite for a sueccesasful
vacation for moest city dwellers ls a vacation
in & place where you ¢an be sure of someo
undisturbed hours every day. For in this
undisturbed quiet you can feed your soul and
mind in preparatlon feor the weeks of hurey
and bustle ahead,

But hand in hand with provision for soul
culture is the need ror physical relaxation
pattersed to your own individual needs. 7The
nan who does physieal work all during the
year, may want to spend his vacation basking
on a8 beach ¢r lesning sgalnst a tree with a
fishing rod in hend.

But the white collar worker will need to -
give his body more strenuous physical activity,
evon though he feals more like settling down in
A haymock with a good book., Bo determine your
vacation plang by what you need, rather than
what you would like., A 1little self-discipline
exsrcised in the planning stage will be well |
rovarded at the end of your two-week hﬁliﬁay.33

Man hes the sadvantage over and is gaparior to
animals in that he hes s mind to think and reason. In
order to do our best we need to care for gne-minﬁ as well
as for the body, The mind needs rest and relaxetion.

The night gives rest to the mind but in the end a longer

3national Industrial Conference Board,

.. Vacation and Holiday Fractices, p. 75.

3 sundey Magazine, Vol. IX, No. 4, {July,
1947) pe 20,
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period of relaxation is required. The remedy for a

fatigued mind is ¢ vacation.

Table No, 13

------

dugwer -~ Number Per Cent

ves 351 69.17

Wo 57 30.83
Total 508 100,00

""""

Graph YNo: 9

Regted upon Return

»

30.83%



7

It is posalble to miss the real purpose of a
vaeation, Our survey shows that less than 70% fely
rested upon their return from vacation. There is am old
adage which says that a change 18 ap good as a rest, This
is aﬂdoa%t@dly %fu@ to some extent but we need more than &
change, we need to relex and rest., It ls gquite obviocus
that the body s limit@d‘ln ity endurance, Ites strength
‘and vigor must be pregerved through proper rest and
.reeraabioné

It would be helpful in order to get the required
rest to put in short days of driving and to retirs early.
Late driving fatigues the eyes and the mind and it takes
a longer pericd of time to rest the mind thaen 1t does %o
rest the body, the doctors say.

The day sbould mot be toc crowded with activities.
It is h@%tsr-tv extond the vagation pericd rather than to

erowd the day too much.
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CHAPTER XIIX
CHURCH ATTENDANCE DURING VACATION

Our survey proves that a large percentege of \\\
Qmahaﬁs‘ax@ concerned about their spiritual welfare as N\ xgaJ
well as thelr physieal, It is quite poasible to neglect N

the soul during vacation while the peeds of the body are

well cored for, More than half of the people contascted
on our survey indiceted that they attended worship
services during their wvacation. Many of these may have
attended church on Bundey only. However, some Christien
families plan thelr vacation to caﬁqcida with several
days of Bible cemp or church conference.
Thore are, of course, other forms of splritual
entertainnent haai&aa‘&%tea&iﬁg a Bible Conference., For
young people and children one would recommend Youth \
Retreats and gummer ecamps. These have beoome very pagul;;\\\(ﬁ“ﬁ(
\\

in the last ten years or so., For a psriod of five to e

i
fifteen days the youngsters are under well-disciplined
s

influence and helpful fnstrugtion. d
Begides the Spiritual Retreats, children who are

getive in Boys'! and Girls' Scouts will enjoy a weekend

outing working somewhere near & lake where they can

perticipete in games and sports to thelyr heart’s pleasure.
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Table No. 14

WAS CHURCH ATTENDED DURING VACATION?

Answer Number Per cent
Yos 436 59428
Ho 0L 072

rotal 737 10000

Graph No. 10

Ghﬁféh Attendance

59 . 28%

Our survey proves that the larger percentage of
the people of Omaha honor God by attending chureh
services during vacation, More than 59% claimed that

they had attended worship exerclses while on vacation.



82

SUMMARY

Sincere abttempts and careful investigetions wers

mads In trying to £find written material on the subject

matter of our dissertetion bub apparently noe one had made

a study on the guestion of where, when, how and why

the pecople of (maha g0 on vacation, Through the medium

of our telephone survey we heve, at least to some extent,

been able to provide the answer.,

The following statistice show the results of our

telephone survey:

Total numbers dialed 2845
Telephone unanswered 1225
Parties going on vacatlon 845

Parties not going on vacation 750

Parbies non-gooperative 25,

The Questionnaire used in the survey ls shown in the

‘ﬁgpa&dixa
L
2e
3.
b
5.
6.
7

Did you go on & vacatlon this year?
Where did you spend yuur vacation?

WWhat tlme of the year d4id yndmgg?

How many were lan your party? i

Yhat mode of transportation did you use?
Whore 4id you stay for the night?

sWhy did you go on a vacabtion?

-
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8., How iong were you away?

;9; ‘D14 you have any accidents while on vacation?

10, n;a yeu'$@§‘vaaatiea>with pay?

1l. Did you fsel regted upon your return?

1z, D14 you abtend worship services while on vacation?

Where Omehans Spend Their Vacation

One hundred and twenty seven or li4.41% of the
total number interviewed went to the state of Colorado,
This state ls not toe far from Omahs and holds in itasels
many attrattions to visitors every month of the year. Its
rugged mounbtains and natural beauty spots are perhaps
surpassod by few other states.

The state of Minnesota drew 112 visitors or 12.64%
of the total number of Omahans going on vacation,
Minnesota's 10,000 lakes appeal to many fishers, boaters,
swimmers and picnic lovers,

Califoruia proved 1o be ancther meccs for vacation-
ists for it atﬁract@a the third largest number of Omahans.
Bach state has its own polnte of recreatlonael, scenic
and historic interest,

Omahans went to almost every state of the Uniom,
Cénadaﬁ Mexlco and Cuba, Distance today apparently doos
not ereate the difficulty which zt'diﬁ a gquarter of a

gentury or more ago. Roads and transportation faclillities
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have been greatly improved, Several Omahans traveled
thousande of miles on their vacation trip. The fact that-
Cmaha iﬁ geographically located In the center of the
nation ?aéaibly'proves en asset in bringing all the states

wiﬁhim a closer traveling radius.
\then Omehans Go On Vagation

More than 80% of all Omahans went on their vacatlon
during the months of June, July and August. There are
several reasons for golng on a ?aéatian during the summer
gseason. The weather is usually favorable for vacationing
at this time of the year even thaagh'tna days may bhe
quite warm. Vacation resorts are at thelr best during 6&@
season and nature itself makes every effort to produce a
variety and profusion of attractlions, This is the time
for fishing, swimming, boating and picaicing. Furthermore,
it hes becone the custom for employees to be allotted
vacation time durlng the summer season,

(ne hundred eleven Omahans took their vacations
during the months of May, September. and October. This 1s
a 6 to 1 ratio to the- summer months. Spring and autumn
are often beautiful for traveling. The days are plessant,
hunting and fishing are good and many of the pleasure
resorts are still open Tor vacationisis.

The remaining 52 of those interviewed took their



85

vacation during the months of Januery, Februery, March,
April, November and December., This is the tine for a
farmer's vacation end others who are completely occupled

during the summer,
Why ‘Omahans Go On Vecvatlon

Qur survey rocords show thet visiting relatives
was the greatest reason for golng on a vacation. Out of
the 850 interviewed 352 or 36.82% went to gee relatives,
This is a much higher rate in ceomparison to those who
went td_see fr@én&s,' The desire Bo vislt relatives shows
that there exists in the hearts of our countrymen a
gepnuine affectlion for family relatiocns. The economic
féetgr may also have something to do with this jnterest of
visiting relatives and friends, It does reduce the grocery
and nisht lodging expense!

#ishing proves to be a popular sport for Omshans
on vagation. It is a combination of relaxation, pleasure
end art; and ean be enjoyed at a namigal finaneial ezpense,

CFarty pwe?le indicated that they went for pleasurs,
twelve for their health and elght for hunting., Six
attended a cemp or conference while on vacetion apnd only

one went on a Honeymoon trip.
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How Omahans Spend Thoir Vacatlion

Thg‘réﬁaiaing ehapﬁers of this dissertstion are so
arranzed that they oan loglically be plsced under the above
aagﬁimm; The felléwing chapters contaln &arV&y'fiud;ngs on:
Where Cmahans 5@@36 the night on vaecation, Mode of
ﬁr&nspgr?a%iaﬁ, Humber 1in vacation party, Length of
vacation, Accldents on vaeation, Vacatlon with pay, and
Chureh attendance Quring vacatlion,

It is orf interest to know where Omahans stay for the
night. - More than 53%«1&&1&&?@& that theéy stayed at tourist
cabins. The tourist cablns or popularly called motels
offer speciel conveniences to those traveling by sutomobile,
Since wmore than 70% of all vacationists bravel by
automobllie, it is loglieal to expect a large percentage of
paople sﬁaying at tourist cabins over night. Hebels
drew 26.07% of all tourists., Those traveling on trains
and buses would stop at hotels since these are within
convenient proximity of train and bus stations., Winter
tourists would find the hotel more comfortable perhaps.
Niﬁt& two stayed with relatives and friends for the night.
This may prove that the average person still has an
laff@wtioﬂ for his own kith and kin as previously mentioned
and 1t moy alsc show the necsessity of cutting expensesg
while traveling. A few stayed at lodges or ranches and

only onoe stayed in a tent. The latter fact may prove a
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trend sway from ruggedness end inconvenience.

Dur Miode of Tr&aapartaﬁian” survey shows that
over 70% of all Omeha tourists traveled by sutomodiles,
The incressed convenlence and the decressed q¥pense {the
latter WEén travaling in & group) mey be the ééﬁclu&ive
reason Tor btraveling by automobile, Some 183 traveled by
train anﬁ‘}? by buss This difference between train and
busg ﬁravei is an interesting study. We believe that the
larger number travoled by train because Omabe is a
railréad ceﬁter and geveral Indicated that they travelsed
on a pass. In comparlson with the great increase in
travellng by airgl&ne a rather small number of Cmahans .
went by air. It seems logical to assume that the business-
man would use the faster methed of travel but the
vacationist, who has more tlme and less money, would prefer
some type of ﬁr&&ay&rtmtioﬁ that ig sliower and chsapsr,.
Whersas the automobile will take him to the dcor of his
destination, the sirplane tourist ig dropped off at'the
airﬁart, ugually several miles from downtown. Only one
yarty of thoge ianterviewed indiaatedhth&t he traveled by
hoat., This may boe due to the Inacdcesgsibility of iarge
open bodies of water and the fact that there ares few
states which can be resched by water cnly.

A party of two on vacation is the most erular

agcording to our survey., This is followed by a party of
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»

four andlafﬁar that ﬁhe‘garty of three, There are geversl
who traveled in groups of five or nore, '

Our survey on the "Length of Vacatlon" reveals
that a two week vacation is the most popular. More than
37% wemt‘fgr two weeks, 262 of those lnterviewed or
32,26% went for one week and only 1l.33% snayed'threa
weeks. Only 53 or 6.53% took weekend vacations or
vacabtions that lastod less than a week. A total of 41
reported thnt they went for a longer vacatlon of five
weeks OF more.

According to our survey Omshang sre careful to
avoid accidents while on wvaeation., Less than one per
cent of those interviewed were involved in any accident
whatesoever. With the increased rate of speed of all
pessenger-taking transportation and the increased liquor
consumption, 1t can be expected that accldente are on
the increase too. It could be recommended here that all
Arivers shouid exerdise gtﬁatsr gauntion to. avoid crushing
precious llives and wr&akiﬁg costly properiy. '

More than 80% or f@ﬁmwfifﬁns‘afvﬁnesa contacted in
our survey received vacation wiﬁh pay. This eustomery
arrangement is a great help to those who plan to leave on
an excursion or trip whether near or far.

tne of the ywactiamiAquastimna we asked in our
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survey was the following: "ﬁid you feel rested upon your
return?® Almost 70% claimed that the trip had been
beneficial in getting the necessary rest. It might be .
said here thaot v&aatiena should be go plenned as %o
assure the party an adequate amount of rest and
r@laxg%i@n from the weekly toll end stress.

About 60% reported thet they attended worship
services during vacation. This indicates, we bellevs,
a desire to fester the ﬁpirisual needs of the inﬁividuai
end to trenesmit this acquired custom to the following

genecration.
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Appendix

 QUESTIONNAIRE

WHERE AND HOW OMAHANS SPEND THZIR VACATIONS -

1.
2.
3
b

5.

64

7

8,

P
10.

- Any acclidents: Property damage

Where: State_ Looal

Month of ____ Ho. ef days
No. in garty ;Al& family . Friends

Hode of @rav&l&mg:

_Car Plane
Eﬁ& ﬂiﬁchwhikiﬁg
?raiﬁ

Spent nights at:

o Hotel ____House~trsiler
THotel - -

Hotive for golng!
Health ___Bewe friends

Reat ____Bee relatives
_Pishing _ _
Hunting
Yes

e "

Personal injury

P,

Did you get vacation with pay?

Did you feel rested upon return?__

If away over Sunday did you attend
church services?

Ay

No

-

Moy
—————
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