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I r r ig a t io n , fo r irm n y y eS rs , b e lie v e d to  b e  needed  o r  n e c e s s a ry  

in  on ly  -the arid •W est, i s  im iviag fro m  a s t e r n  N eb rask a  ea s tw ard .

In  N ebraska  I t  i s  co n sid ered  of v ita l  im jw rlsn ce  in- the reg io n s  w dst 

of the 100th m e rid ian , but only of slig h tly  lee#  Im portance In ihema&- 

t r a l  and ■eastern se c tio n s  of the s ta te ,  Pum p irrig&tiom ha# .made the 

e a e te rn  a re a *  ‘•Irrig a tio n  conscious** and i t s  benefit#  w ill  soon be 

u tilized  in  a l l  a re n a  w h ere  ground w a te r  i s  av a ilab le .

In  w e s te rn  N ebraska , w here  I rr ig a tio n  is  no longer on  a  t r ia l  

b a s is ,  lie  b en efits  c a n  be evaluated* Irr ig a tio n  benefits  in  th is  reg ion  

a r e  seen  In direct fa rm , in d ire c t pub lic , and  intangible benefits* Di

rect fa rm  benefits are 'to be found in  in c re a se d  farm incom e, and 

accum ulation  of equity  in  the farm investm ent* O ther -such benefits' 

r e s u l t  from  in c rease d  profits from s a le s  and processing of in c re a se d  

farm production-and in c re ased  fhrm purchases of supplies. P u b lic  

b en e fit#  are derived from. Increased se ttlem en t o p p o rtu n ities , improved 

investment-.opportunities«, improve com m unity fa c ili t ie s , and from  the 

s ta b ilis a tio n  of the local and regional economy* The intangible bene

fits are those which are not readily su scep tib le  to  m o n e ia ry e  valuation . 

These include d iv e rs ified  farm ing  potential,, increased em ploym ent 

p o ss ib ilit ie s , and re c re a tio n a l o p p o rtu n ities .



T h at th e se  b en efits  have accru ed  b rw e # te to  N ebraska 'there 

call be no question . The w e s te rn  N ebraska “ G re a t A m erican  D e se r t’* 

ha# b lossom ed under the- ir r ig a tio n  program # C om m unities each  a# 

Scott# Bluff have , in  a  few  sh o r t y e a r# , grow n and p ro sp e red  and 

. ..stand re a d y  to  challenge 'the -title#  -Of e a s te rn  .N ebraska/a# -to' p o p n la -. 

H en and 'wealth. ■■ Floods, -haw .been eo n tro lied , huge re s e rv o ir s  b u ilt, 

•and w ith  them  opportun ities  fo r re c re a tio n  have been, provided.. -All 

of th is  has been  a  “ boon”  to  w e s te rn  N ebraska  and foe the s ta te  In

Irrig a tio n .'ha# not, however,- been  a com m unity p ro je c t o r  even 

a. state p ro d u c t. The' e a riy  a ttem pt#  to finance m u tn a i companie© w ere  

.leas 'than successful, ■ The major' ir r ig a tio n  project# w ere  creation#, of 

the federal governm ent. .Federal tan -money w a i used to build th e m  

im p ro v em en ts . To have, had the fe d e ra l  governm ent involved in  p ro 

je c ts  of such' m agnitude in  the S tate of N eb rask a , and  'With, hard ly  one 

..Outcry o f i^ialism ,- i s  an anom aly . . C onservative  N ebraskans f r e 

quently  spoke of the TVA ##  so c la lis tie a lly  in ap ired , but g en e ra lly  

©peaking,, could see nothing wrong-with .the federal governm ent stepping 

in  to  a s s i s t  them  w ith  ir r ig a tio n , Good, co n tro l, and pow er developm ent.

The need fo r flood co n tro l and 'the consequent saving -of'the so il 

ju s tic e # ' the p ro jec ts  to  Some mctent but a#  a  m eans to  open the  land 

for- A rm in g  th e re  -rem ains som e question a#  to  the national value of



.Such a. move# In  m any Instance#-Hie 'fetid opened to  ir r ig a tio n  has 

feeenafefd to p roduce crops-w hich  a r e  a lre a d y  in  su rp lu s  and  a r e  

being  sufeatdlaed by -the taxpayer* T h is  is  double c o s t and-with, the 

continued m p m * i ^  of ifrigatiO n-tlie  o v e ra ll  co a t can-m ily  increase#  

v Some: study  could w ell fee g iven to  introducing' new  crepe. in  the 

ir r ig a te d  .a rea#  and  thus reduce th e  a lre a d y  glutted m arket#* If# ■ fee- 

.cause, o f the need fo r  Good co n tro l, I t  "In n eceaaa ry  tô  develop th e s e  

.region®, then som e thought ah o u id b e  given to e lim inating  th e  m a rg i

n a l fa rm er#  -

The recent, projecti, -■ such a# the Tri-Geuuty project, - have-
+. -

in stitu ted  tra in in g  p ro g ra m s  f o r  fa rm e r*  in  a n  a ttem p t to  teach  them  

how to  uH liuc w ater* This- type of p ro g ram  should fee -extended1 to all. 

p ro jec t#  and som e thought should  fee given to  se ttin g  up req u irem e n ts  

w hich m u s t feovmet fey a l l . ir r ig a to rs*  W ater, • u sed  fo r  ir r ig a tio n , can , 

if-not., p r o p e r ^  .a i^ lied , fee a  d e s tru c tiv e  fo rces - /T here  1# ev idence , 

■especially In^the llo r^h /F fe tte  P ro je c t  Of w aste  and land d e te r io ra tio n  

due., to- Im p ro p e r app lica tion  of Water# D elivery  -of w a te r  to fa rm s  

® ho aid -fee ..carefully su p e rv ised  fend the u se  to; Which ’the w a te r  is  put 

m u s t fee .controlled .

- N ebraska  m m  ■ has a  po ten tia lly  g re a t r e c re a t io n a i 'a re a  in  th e . 

I r r ig a te d  a r e a s ,  TM s reg io n  may# ■ in  the  fu tu re , if  handled p ro p e rly , 

challenge fee resort area, of Mfimeaota. A.realistic, business*-like



attitude caa utili&e th iea fea  to a  greater extent than has been don© 

in the pa«t.

.fepfoved marketing faeifities On si world-wide basis a te  do much 

Id' reduce crop surplus and ihli- te'tu fa w ifi make the new &Sftn arena 

00f ̂ OaJy moire productive -hut'mere prof liable. X tes attention ahould 

be paid | o  tte m a f ginai ferm er ted  marginal farm . Mod sfeouM not be - 

deveie|»ed* at the sasptebe »C the i&n-payef.

ftsbSWika has moved forward with irrigation and it can continue 

. to .do bo, . bat Kebraakate muat assume more State ■ te  sen sib ility  in 

deveto^idg’inrther projects or they must te$>eet more federal controfi 

The atory of irrigation la  .fa# from complete in the area, its potential 

h al not been fully realised ted  its future a t this time IM not com pletely,

. a s s u re d . Extended d ro u th  c t e '  w eaken an d . I f  p ro longed, d es tro y  

many- e f th e  p ro je c ts . T o o ,-a t the p re se n t moment, "the -danger o f Over* 

ekpanelon axial##. -ted Stetly, and m oat s ign ifican tly , th e re  is  a t lll  

■the prteiem'^: weather a# to  jute .how if fixation wifi foncfion in a 

p e rio d  of extended: d rough t. :{&t .the p re se n t moment-' i t  looks a t  if Ms* 

Jor lx»ng w an Wrong When he -called western Nebraska, - rk,f  he 'fSreat 

A m erican  f iese ttV *  ’ffevef-theief S,* i t  is hoped 'that mah*a efforts-along 

the .fines of irfigstlon have done much to  btii4g:about a congest that' 

Wifi change the  whole ■character of 'the w estern- high p la in s  ■ region#
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