


CHAPTER Xi..
CONGLUSION

{lfﬂgaiién. for mnyyears. bélieved to be nee&edér necessAry
in aniir_thia arid West, is moving from ,'@fs{tgm Nebragka '._eags“waxjd.
in Nebraska it is considered of vital importance in the ragiah#ﬁvéist '
of the 'i%ih;ﬁari&ian, butmly of ‘stightiy lmas importance in the des-
t¥aland castern sections of the state, Pump trrigation has made the
eastern aress “irrigation conscious' and its benefits will soon be
utilized in all areas where. ground water is available,

In western Nebrasks, where irzigation {s no longer on a trial
haaié, its benefits can be eviluated, Irrigation benefits in this region
are seen in direct farm, indirect public, and intangible benefits, Di-
rect farm benefits are to be found in increaaed farra income, and
accumulation of equity in the 5i‘g§:m investment, Other such benefits
result from imwaseﬂ profits from sales and processing of increased
farm production and increased farm purchases of supplies. FPublic
benefits are derived from incrensed settlement opportunitics, improved
investment opportunities, tmproved community facilities, and from the
stabilization of the local and regional economy, The intangible bene~
fits are those which are not readily susceptible to mém%t?#v&iuﬁﬁam
These inciude diversified farming potentinl, increased employment

possibilities, and recreational opportunitics,

\\
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That theee benefits have accrued to western Nebraska there
¢an be no question, The western Nebraska *‘Great American lﬁai’s,ex*t"‘
has blossemed ‘lﬁidﬁt&z?‘t‘hié‘ irrigation program, G&ﬁ:ﬁnﬁiﬁw such as

Scotis Blm'f have, itn a f;ew short 'years, grm amﬁ ptﬁéﬁérgd and

stand ¥eady to challenge the cities of sastern Nebragka as to popula
tion and wealth, Floods have been égﬁrﬁi&&d , huge reservoirs built,
and with them opportunities féw -rgwaaaﬁé;xém#e been provided, All
‘of this has been & 'F"'hmn?"f. to westexn _ﬁeﬁ;ﬁaskggrﬁ'fgﬁ the state in
general, | |
‘grrigatmﬁ:ixw not, however, been & cémmuﬁity‘pfejent oF even
a state pifmﬁé%. The earlyatmgm to finance mutual companies were
less than successful, The major ﬁrrigatim :irpje&cta were creations of
the federa) government, Eédﬁmijﬁm'ménay was used to build these
impzﬁavemex';t&. 'I‘s:» h&?e« had the iedérél.gwermmt involved in pro-
jects of such m%g—xxﬁigm& in the State of Nébraaka. ‘and with ;bar&iy‘" one
-éﬁﬁeéy of Socialism, i‘s:a;n anomaly, Censervative Nebraskans fre-
quently aw&a of the TVA as w&;ﬁaﬁaﬁeaﬁy;‘mﬁpiﬂ&. but gamraliy
speaking, could seyé‘ aothing wrong with the iéﬂﬁf,aé& government stepping
in to assist them with i:saigaﬁ@.. flood control, and power éwe:t@m;enz. |
The need for flood control and the consequent saving of the soil
justifies t&a-'pm_je’cté to some extent bt as & mesns to open the land

for farming there remains somie question as to the national value of
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such a move, In many instances the land opened to irrigation has
been used to ;;s:bém«ce ¢rops which are aiﬂ*éa&ir in sut;ﬁﬁas and axe
being subsidized by the faxpiyer, This s double cost and with the
continued expansion cf irrigatim thaex wveia‘_ix ¢é§£t cananlv iuc'#éﬁée;_

 Somis study could well be given to introducing new crops i the
i‘i‘t*ég&teéﬁtezs and thus reduce the mgaﬁy gintted matrkets, If, be-
cause of the noed for flood c@pm;&. it 'i;asfxagmém?yw devefzép gfznasa
.fggiﬁﬁs.', then sorhe thought should be given to eliminatmg fhe'm:a;ﬁgife
nal fiaz?#‘mr;

The recent projects,  such as the Tri-County project, bhave
instituted training progiars for farmers in an attempt 1o teach them
how to utilize waters This type ;ai_prﬁgﬁm should be extended fo 211 |

projects and seme ‘Ws‘wgm should be given to mttmg up fegui'immentsf
which :;nmst bé»_méf by &il,i;:i‘_i.ggﬁama Water, used for irrigation, can,
if not pa"apm?jlfy apﬁited; be aﬁéamﬁiw force, ;There is evidence,
:ia‘gp‘eeiafﬂf in the Nm&ﬁ’ktte ?mject of waste and ianﬂ dateﬁe;raﬁap |
due to improper spplication of water, Delivery of water to farms
should be carefully gﬁpefﬁ&e& and the use to which the water 1s put
must be controlled,

- ,Néﬁﬁé;‘z,sk}é:ﬁw&ﬁé & potentinlly g’féat’f recreational ares in the.
irrigated aveas, This region may, in the future, if handled ;z':"épefiy.

challenge the resovt arsa of Minnesota, A Fealistic, business-like
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attitude can utilize this area to a greater extent than has been done
in the past,
Impmsrw marketing facilitien on a world-wide basis can do much
| o redice ¢rop surplus and this in tu#n will make the new farin afeas
) not-only m@xé g@mﬁmﬁvabm‘mﬁ% praﬁi:ﬁ%;e,_ Less attention should
be paid fo the marginal farmes &nd marginal fa¥m land should not be
developed at the expense of the m-payw.
Nebrasks has moved forward with {rrigation and it can contimre
.16 46 86, but Nebraskans ﬁxn&t} asgune more state responsibility in
developing further projects or they :&sqst éiaaetmbx‘e federal control,
The story of irrigation ti,s far f¥om complete in the .a@a. ns potential
bad not beén fully realized 4nd ite future at this Hime is not éempiatefly.
'. assured, Extended drouth -ﬁagﬁ"ﬁréékeﬁ and, if prolonged, destroy
many of the projects, Tob, at the present moment the danger of over-
~expansion exists, And lastly, ‘aﬁd ixi(ést significantly, there is still
the problem ¢f weather -- as o just how irrigation will function ina
period of extended drought, Qm the present moment it looks ag if Ma-
jor Long wae wrong when he called western Nebraska, **The Grest
American vﬁ?e:a:aét' *; Nevertheless, it is hoped that maﬁ’»a' efforts along
the linés of irkigation have done much o b#ing about & conguest that

will change the whole character of the westeérn high plains r‘egian.)
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