
Journal of Religion & Film Journal of Religion & Film 

Volume 22 
Issue 1 April 2018 Article 19 

January 2018 

Birds without Feathers Birds without Feathers 

William L. Blizek 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, wblizek@unomaha.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf 

 Part of the Film and Media Studies Commons 

Please take our feedback survey at: https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/

SV_8cchtFmpDyGfBLE 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Blizek, William L. (2018) "Birds without Feathers," Journal of Religion & Film: Vol. 22: Iss. 1, Article 19. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.32873/uno.dc.jrf.22.01.19 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22/iss1/19 

This Slamdance Film Festival Review is brought to you for 
free and open access by DigitalCommons@UNO. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Journal of Religion & Film 
by an authorized editor of DigitalCommons@UNO. For 
more information, please contact 
unodigitalcommons@unomaha.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22/iss1
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22/iss1/19
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fjrf%2Fvol22%2Fiss1%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/563?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fjrf%2Fvol22%2Fiss1%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8cchtFmpDyGfBLE
https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8cchtFmpDyGfBLE
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf/vol22/iss1/19?utm_source=digitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fjrf%2Fvol22%2Fiss1%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:unodigitalcommons@unomaha.edu
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/jrf


Birds without Feathers Birds without Feathers 

Abstract Abstract 
This is a film review of Birds without Feathers (2018) directed by Wendy McColm. 
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Birds without Feathers (2018), dir. Wendy McColm 

 

 

This film asks the question:  “Who are we without feathers?”  The question is answered as 

we watch six young people try to answer the question for themselves.  We discover that this is a 

crucial question for us to answer in order to lead meaningful lives.  We discover that the question 

is remarkably complex.  We discover that learning about ourselves requires that we interact with 

others.  And maybe, just maybe, this is a question that we will have to answer again and again. 

Religion often provides an answer to the question, “Who are we without feathers?”  

Whether we are one of the chosen people or created in the image of God, or at one with the entire 

universe.  But, religion, gives us the answer, and Birds without Feathers suggests that each of us 

must answer the question for ourselves.  The film tells us that living well is answering the question 

for ourselves and not simply accepting the answer that someone else gives us.  If we adopt the 

answer someone else gives us, then we are nothing more than “birds with feathers,” or “people 

with masks.” 
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