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Goodbye Jerome!

Abstract
This is a film review of Goodbye Jerome! (2022), directed by Gabrielle Selnet, Adam Sillard, and Chloé
Farr.
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Blizek: Goodbye Jerome!

Goodbye Jerome! (2022), dir. Gabrielle Selnet, Adam Sillard, Chloé Farr

This is a film about heaven and what we should or should not expect when we get to
heaven. We first meet Jerome at the gates to heaven. Ants are crawling over the gates. The ants
will be back. We learn that Jerome is searching for his wife, who died the year before. He
encounters various situations—people eating, dancing, grilling hot dogs, and so on—and in each
situation he asks the people if they have seen his wife. He describes her differently to each group
or person he asks about her, so we learn much about Maryline.

Finally, he meets his deceased wife. He tells her that he wants to pick up where they left
off—being together. Thisis, I think, acommon view of heaven—a place where we will once again
see our departed loved ones and where we will continue the relationships that we had before their

passing.
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But it turns out that Marilyn is not interested in “taking up where they left off.” She has
started a new life and she enjoys being alone in this new life. She kisses Jerome on the cheek and
says goodbye. She then rides off on her bicycle to her thai boxing class.

Jerome is shattered—Iliterally shattered. He jumps off a high railing and falls to the ground
where he breaks into many glass shards. The ants return here and carry him underground where
they put him back together again.

Jerome then accepts the fact that he is in heaven, but that heaven is not what he had
expected. We are asked by the film to consider what we expect heaven to be like and what we will

do if heaven is not what we expected.
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