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Abstract Abstract 
This is a film review of Petro (2023), directed by Sean Mattison. 
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Petro (2023), dir. Sean Mattison 

This is a documentary film about Gustavo Petro, a young man who joined the armed guerilla group 

M-19 in Colombia.  M-19 derives its name from the 19th of April, the date of an allegedly 

fraudulent election of 1970.  Some thirty years after joining M-19, Petro ran for the office of 

President.  After years of perpetual violence in Colombia, Petro ran on a platform of peace.  But 

you cannot have peace without equality, so his platform included establishing a government for 

the people and not for the powerful.  His opponents, on a platform of helping the people in power, 

maintain their power and the inequality of wealth that accompanies that power.  But you cannot 

maintain power without violence.  The election, then, became a contest between peace and 

equality, and power and violence.  Colombia was clearly divided between these two fundamental 

ideas.  On election day, Gustavo Petro and his vice-presidential candidate, Francia Márquez, won.  

But the battle between peace and violence, between equality and power, is not yet over. 
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While this is a documentary film, there is a sub-text.  There is an ongoing battle between 

good and evil in the world, between peace and equality, and power and violence.  Colombia is an 

example of this battle, but it is obviously a battle taking place in many countries around the world.  

While the battle takes place in the political arena, the movie suggests that the battle between good 

and evil is also taking place in the souls of individual human beings.  It is a part of the very nature 

of our humanity.  For good to win out over evil in the public arena, it must win out in the hearts of 

individual human beings first. 
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