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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTION
Aperica has a poople who are "on the move .M Madeén transpors

tation, communication, ﬂeééﬁﬁrﬁliaatian of inéustry; and crowding of
cities have all encouraged a4 mobile population; In this mobility,
@ll cities include within thelr boundaries definite characteristics
of many neighborhoods. Sociclogists by concensus of opinion define a
neighborhood as an area with fairly well~defined boundaries, occupied
by individuals or families living in c¢lose physical proximity, From
a social«psychological point of view,; the emphasis would be upon the
attitudes of neighbors toward ecach other and of the emotional intenw
gity of the interaction: The specific area selected as the basis for
this study was a cluster of neighborhoods which were in the process
of undergeing many changes. both socially and economically by the in-
vasion of the Negro pgroup. Because of the marked vhanges by invasion
and succession recently brought about through mobility of population,
social planning interest has been directed toward a means of meoting

gome of the basic needs of its population.
I. THE PROBILEM

Statement of problem. (1) The problem of this thesis was

to investigate whether or not an area was invaded. (2) The prob=
lem of this thesis atiempted to ascertain the degree of family
disorganization and institutional disorganization resulting from

invasion, There were many areas in the City of OUmaha, which



could have been selected fuv'atuﬁy; The area selected for this
study was Census ﬁraﬂ&alﬁ»Saaalﬁp The area iz bounded on the north
by Ames Avenue; the south by Lake Street) the ecast by the Missouri
River; and the west by 39&& Strect. Qeograg@icaliy@|the area is
defined as the Bacred ﬁ&értwﬁgihrpp area becauss of the presence and
influence of these two schools, {Map I, Appendix A). Points (1) and
(2) are based on the hypothesis: wben a neighborhood has béen in
vaded; there is disorganization within the area.

Invasion occours vhen a group of dianrent economic or
cultural status moves into an area occupied by a group possessing
superior giatu@, gradually taking over the district and changing its
complexion o match the culture of the invading element. Invasion
may be of two kinds: the influx of one type of population into an
area occupied by another -« residential invasionj and the movement
of certain institutions into areas that have been previously put to
a different use -~ industrial invasion. Since the zoning pattern of
the city restricts Sacred Hﬁ&?t»L@%hroy for commercial advancement,
invasion at this time was limited to the residential type.

Population invasion by racial types is not umique to Omaha,
Nebraska, or this specific area, for similar studies have dealt with
conflicts that accompany invasions. In a study of changing "neigh~

borhood" in Los Angeles, McClenahan made several references to the



fact that Negro éﬁﬁ‘éayaneaa populations were iméé@ing the area.
She was able in her study to dra% a racial boundary line te mark the
extent to which these populations bhad invaded the area formerly
occupied exclusively by whites., She devoted most of her attention,
not to a quantitative spatial study of the invasion nor even to its
gqualitative description but to its character as a crisis in the
neighborhood., 1

Another study of an invasion sequence was made in relastlion
to a Negro area in ﬁiaa&nn&tioz The factual basis for this study
consists of two maps made at an interval of four years. Each map
shows in detail the location of residences of Negroes and whites
on the respective dates. Certain observations were made from this
study: (1) An invasion into a somewhat deteriorated area near a
busy commercial street proceeded more rapidly than another invasion
in the direction away from the business centers (2) Areas of
single~family residence occupied by older houses with large private
yards resisted invasion more effectively than areas of single~family
homes with small yargsa {3) WYhen Negroes once entered a particular
block, the change in racial composition within that bleck proceeded
more rapidly than the.average wovenment ef the inveasion front,.
(4) Invasions procecd more ecasily along the two sides of a street
than along the two parallel sides of a rectangular block that face

different streets.

ﬁesﬁie A. McClenahan, The Changing Urban Neig berhooﬁ.
(Los Angeles: University of Southern California, 1929), ps» B, 26-29,
BO-898.,

Enngubiiaheaumatariala (Department of Socioclogy, University
of Cincinnati.)
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Invasion has also been studied in relation to local sub-areas
within the metropolis. Shaw and McKay, for example, have compiled
data showing that a population of a given cultural or raecial type
succaeds another in a given par§ of the c¢ity:. Por example, they
found that in Chicago a given tract reported its faréigmubarn popue
lation in 1898 as 18.4 perﬂ@nf of German birth, 34.9 pércent of
Irish birth, anﬂ»@nly 3.9 percent of Italian births but in 1820 this
same tract reported 2.7 percent of German, 4.7 percent of Irish and
59.4 percoent of Italien birth respoctively among its fereign-born.
Thus a population invasion had cccurred within the boundaries of
this tract, In this kind of an invasion different migrant peoples,
each bearing a distincitive culture, successively occupy a given
auh~arga¢3 |

Gist and Halbert in their text on Urban Bociology,; discuss
4

invasion of an area according to varying rates of displacement:

The rate or speed of displacement is by no means
uniform in any part of the e¢ity, nor is there,
apparently, any uniformity as te the time involved
in the process of invasion and succession for any
particnlar group, except that it tends to be aew
celerated whenever deep-seated prejudices and ‘
animogities are present. In American cities there
ie a more violent reaction against Negroes and
Orientals, due to certain fundamental social
attitudes, than against Buropean groups similar

Sc1ifford R. Shaw and Henry D, McKay, “Sccial Factors in

Juvenile Delinguency," in National Commission on Law Observance and
Enforcement, Report on the Census of Crime, Volume II (Washington,
D. C,3 United States Government Printing Offiee, 1931), p. 89,

Y4o0el Gist and L, 4. Halbert, Urban Sociology, (New York:
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1854}, p.



to native Americans in race and culture. As
a result of antagonism and sharp resentment,
the movements in and out of an area are apt

to toake place more guickly than when the in~
vaders represent a culture and race gimilar

to those of the original occupants,

Importance of the study. An understending of the invasion

of the area is of primary comcern at the present time because this
area has been selected by one of the Social Welfare Sgeneies of
Omaha, Nebraska, namely the Christ Child Society, for establishing
a neighborhood house. Social planning is'the method for orderly
control aﬁ& direction of social change so that desirable adjustments
‘éay be effected without violence, If gé@d..aeua& principles of
social planning ave to be ugediin the formation of service, then the
information ga@harﬁé together herewith will givmiﬁayé fﬁﬁtﬁal
evidence as to the type of serviece necded and %iki grovide a neasur=
ing instrument of their effectiveness in the future,

It is hoped that this contribution will show the relationship
that exists between sociology and its practical apylicatiqﬁ in
social @laﬁningn

Definitions of terms used, Socioclogical fterms used in this

thesis are defined and have been placed in Appendix IX.
The purpose of the next chapter is to describe the procedures

used in conducting this research.



CHAPIER II

Aftor defining as precisely as possible the elements invelved
in the research subject,. the next step was to plan a method of
seéuring pertinent data.

The investigation of whether or not an area has been invadeds
and an attempt to ascertain the degree of disorgenization <« family,
gocial and institutienal < resulting from the invasion,; is actually
a study of catge and effeet,

Te better understand the process of invasion, we must understand

certain relationships between man and his environment.®

1. Bioclogical, environmental and cultural factors inter=
aet to influence human adjustments within a given area.
Certain of these factors may be constant apd others
are rogarded as casual variables,

2. Distinctive areas of human habitation exist and can be
desceribed, To.a significant extent, every man lives
within a neighborhood,; community or region; his social
contacts are typically centered in the neighborhood or
the community; an increased understanding of the local
area in which man lives and on which he depends adds to
the possible understanding of his needs,

3. Because an srea always constitutes a sub-part of a
larger whole, an area can be understood by taking inte
account its reletions with the whole,

4. The characteristics of an area may have arisen im part,
out of a long, past history so that it cannot be properly
understood apart from this historical past, Many features

~of area atructure including some parts of the human
spatial pattern, are relatively fixed and immobile,

sﬁﬂmEﬁ‘A‘ Quinn, Human Beology, (New York: Prentice-Hall,
Ine,, 1980); pp. 25, 33, 358, -
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From the statement of the problem, the following hypothesis
was developed: when Census tracts 7-8+9-10 were invaded, there was
disorganization within the area.
To show that invasion had occurred in a givern area, several
sources of information were used in this study:

1. 4ssembling and analyzing 1950 U, 8. Bureau of Census
- data and studies already in existence,

2. Pergonal inquiry and surveys within the geographic
areos of Cen&uﬂ ?racts 7s By 9 and 10,

A comparison of data for an area at twe or more given times
could substantiate or reject the hypothesis that an area had or had
not been invaded. This comparison would have been comparatively
simple for this ;tudy, had twe or more suacaa&ive census cnumerations
been available. 3eeause the 1950 census waas the first to use census
tracts as the 5aeis for the gathering of population data, it was ime
possible to use previous cemsus reports as the basis for co&pari&on.
Information from the 1950 United States Census Inf§rmatien, Omahe ¢
Nebraska, was tabulated for tﬁe City of Omaha and Census Tracts 7, 8,
9 and 10, This comparison wéa made teo show the area from the stand-
point of homogeneity in contrast to the City of Omaha.

Bince the 1950 census infermation was limited and non-current,
it was nccessary to explore data, studies and surveys already in

existonce to get a current picture of the area,
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Extensive independent surveys were considered too costly and
tine épuﬁum&ng for this thesis, however, since iéf&rm&tion of the
Aarea.haﬂ.a practical a@pxicatipn;<it was_ considered important and
eszential to procecd further in acquiring statistical data concerning
the‘area from all available sources keoping records of the area.
It was also considered essential to secure current data because of
the population replacement of the area. A list of sources for assemb-
ling tﬁe‘datafanﬁ persanax interviews is included in Appendix ﬂ.ﬁ

An‘attempt was made to learn.moré about the area through
talking to. people in the area regarding their opinion as to whether
invasion had occurred and the effects of the population movement on
the area. From these personal inquiries, a concensus of opinion was
established @hich sﬁbat&ntiatad the primary interviewe with the
School Principals; Urban League, and Real Estate Board. Along with
personal interviews, driving tours, walking tours and home observations
were made to validate data received from other primary sources.

In addition, data repgarding current social welfare services
to the area were gathered in an attempt to show the relationship of
these services to the area as coupared with five years ago.

A schedule was developed to gather specific information on

the mumber of working mothers of school-age ¢&iidrmm9A'Thaae

8 sppendix C.



9
gchedules were supplies to both Sacred Heart and Lothrop Schools to
secure chrwnt information,

'She asgsembling of the data‘xrbm the sources mentioned was
primarily dong to make available material fﬁé a scientific investi-
gation of the study area.

Eﬁnﬁherg explains the levels of sclentific yrecedure.7

We have said that broadly speaking, scientific method consists
of mystematic observation, elassification and interpretation
of data. The main difference between day to day generaliza-
tions and the conclusions usuwally recognized as secientific,
lies in the degree of formality, rigorousness, verifiability,
and general validity of the latter. This is, however, neces-
sarily a matter of degree. We may for convenience recognize
four degrees or levels of this process:

1. The simplest and crudest method of research is random
observation ~» merely trusting to chance that some valuable
datum or suggestion may turn up in the course of miscel~
lapcoue exploratory surveys, studies, or experimenis.

2. A second method and useful application in research is
systematic exploration of broad fields or subjects. It
is more systematic than point 1.

3. 'The third level of scientifiec research is the testing of
well defined but imolated hypotheses, either by experiment
or by statistical methods. .

4., The fourth and most advenced level on which scientific
research is carried out is found in experiments or other
erucial compilations of data, which are directed by
systematic and integrated theory rather than by isolated
and vagrant hypotheses,

?George A. lLundberg, Social Rescarch (New York: Longmans,
Green and Company), pp. $=6. |
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The¢ second step in the above is the one that was used for ex-
ploring the problem. This procedure was broken down into four phases:
the selection of problew and developmont of hypothosis, the observation
and recording of specific data, the clasgification and erpganization
of data, and generalizations and conclugions.
The organization of the remainder of the thesis has been
divided ihte five sub-topics:
A. Bistery of the area defined as Census Tracts 7, 8, 9 and 10,
mﬁ&.a statistical comparison of data pertaining to the
area and the City of Omaha.
Bs Current data on the social disorganization within the avea.
C» Ascertaining the degree of mobility within the area.
De A survey of current socisl welfare services within the
area. |
B. & summary of ecological data of the area and coordination
of the material with & practical application, namely,
whether or not the findings resulting from invasion of the
area would justify a location and &ave&opmént of a

neighborhood house service.



CHAPTER IIX
DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

The geographical area made up of Census Tracts 7, 8, 9 and 10

1a was ineorporated

ig one of the oldest im the City of Omaba.
in 1834, According to the City Planning Office, Tracts 9 and 10 were
partially annexed in 1887 and in 1B67. Tracte 7 and 8 were annexed
in 1894, In May, 1857, an ordinonce was passed dividing the ecity
into throe wards as follows: lst ward +«- all that part of the city
lying south of Parpam Street; 2nd ward -« all that part between #hﬁ
north side of Farnam Stre¢et and the south of Capitol ﬁvenuag_ﬁr@
waird ~= all that part north of Capitol A#ﬁnueis

In 1865 the boom in business commenced, but 4id not fully

get under way until the following year. The close of the
war of the rebellion brought thousands te the west, and
Omaha, proud of a growth stimulated by the building of the
Pacific railroad, held out inducements to which heed was
given by large numbers of people, many of whom renained and
became wealthy, enterprizing and influential citimens. With
the dawn of 1868 the city grew more rapidly and trade was
extended to distant points in the west, Manufactures
inereased, public and private improvements were begun in
various quarters of the city, additional schools were
provided, and new religious and secular sotieties were
orgapized. Meanwhile work on-lines of railroads from the
cast was progressing so rapidly that ﬁﬁbﬁt&ntxal prosperity
of Omaha scemed assured.... 7

/ Many large and beautiful homes were built in this area just
previous to the Trans<Mississippi Exposition of 1898, These homes
were built by families representing the highest incomes of the City

of Omaha at that time., The value of homes in 18850, according to

alfrad Sorenson, The Story of Omeha, (Omaha: Natiomal Printing
Company, 1923), p. 502.

il
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higtorical data in the Omaha Public Library, were valued at $30,000

The aﬂﬂ&tiang‘kaﬁwn as the Koumtze Park Addition, was developed
as & real estate tract by Augustus and flerman Kountze. The Kountze
fam&ly along with ﬁthéiAyféhiﬂﬁnﬁvciviﬁ leaders of their day built
single unit homes and resided in the area. The Kountze family was
iﬁeﬁtﬁfﬁaﬁﬁwith the haainaém:ané«waifara interests and the progress
of Omaho and Nebrashks from the plonecr days and tock an active part
in everything pertaining to the wmaterial welfare of the ¢ity and
the state.

Kountze Park, which is in Tract 8, was the site of the Transe
Miseissippi Exposition in 1898,

w/Fbilywing the Trans-Mississippi Exposition there was a sudden
decline in building expansion in this area. Realtors were promoting
residential expansion in West Omaha: The building that continued in
the area was ¢f the small, bungalow; single-type dwellings. This type
of residential area remained stable through World War II.

The present Pastor of Sacred Heart Church was assigned in 1942,
A personal interview with him regarding this area revealed that in
1942 the ayea was one of white, single~family residences. In 1880,
according to the Pastor, & white family by the name of Buckley, &o&@»
their residence to a Negro owner at 2lst and Lecust Street. %hia'yf
real estate transaction war the initial movement of Negro ownexship
into the avea., Many ineffectual means were used to hold back thiagf

initial invasion., Because congestion had become acute in the area
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immediately south,; it was evident mobility was in progress. This,

wobility pattern was set on a north movement with ?lbranee Boulevard

as the east boundary. This pattern gontinued for five years; however,

en March 15, 1956, a white family sold a Negro family a residence,

east of Florenc¢e Boulevard on Pinkney Street, This yeal estate

transaction, like the one in 1950, created strong public opinion

against Negross residing in this area and much hostility was demon~

strated toward the invading Negro family.

Because this area is the focus of the study, it is important

to0 ascertain the characteristice of the area in relationship to the

city.

To uﬂd@fﬁt&ﬁd a neighborhood, one must know!

1.
2,
3.
4.
5,
8.
7.
B,
9.
10.
11,

Distribution of populations

Residences.

Plumbing and Heating Facilities.

Age distribution.

Income,

Major occupation groups.

Average monthly rental and value of dwelling units.
Number of persons per household.

Source of income,

Years of school completed.

Family structure,

A neighborhood is not just people -~ two hundred, eight hundred,

three thousand., It is people organized to conduct a way of life,
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Eaa@»he&ghbaﬁhaad»hma peculiarities, traits, and individualities
tk&éaﬁet it apart making it slightly different from all other neighe
borhoods. Nevertheless, many neighborhoods are similar enough to
warrant a ¢lassification based on their dominant characteristics,
How these charaeteriatieé compare with the population of the whole
city and follow patterns of e¢§i¢éy and interpersonnl relations is
nf the uimost impﬁrtaneew By studying the social relations between
individuals and observing the repetitive situations, it becomes
gﬂasibl& to deduce the strugtural pattern of the society. This
pattern tends to porsist in spite of the steady turnover in the
society's content and bears little relation to the special gqualities
of the various individueals who occaﬁy places in the scclety at
various times, Patterns anﬁvtrén&a can be compared with the struce~

tural patterns of other societies.

In addition to the 1850 fensus Population and Housing ﬂata,g

additional current information was secured,
The following material (Tables I to XIIX) present a description
of the area based on statistiecal data from the 1950 United States

Census Information for Omaha, Nebraska.

¢nited Statos Bureau of the Census, United States Census of
Population: 1950. Census Tract Statietics, Vol. IIT (Washington,
B. Cst Government Printing Officeé, 1952), Chapter 40.
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TPABLE 1
DISTRIBUTION BY RACE OF THE
 POPULATIONS OF THE ARBA AND THE CITY
OMABA 1950

white o Nonwhite
CENSUS TRACTS - Kepro - Others

Omaha City 93.3 6.5 0.2
‘1’3{‘&{:’& i 9653 3.8 -

Fract 8 99,7 0.2 0.1

Tract 9 94,8 5.2 ——

Traet 10 15.4 80.6 —

Table I shows that the area includes two major races; the
known races are white and Ragrag"fhe reglationship of these two
groups for the City of Cmaha ié:l 93.3% white and 6.5% Negro, In
Census Tract 10, the relationship is: 19.4% white and B0.6% Negro.

4 recent study made by the Opaha Urban lLeagtie in 1953 showed & change
in Tract ¢ from a predominently white population to Negro. Though
the 1950 census information showved the heaviest concentration of
Negro population in Census Tract 10, there is evidence of Negro
population since 1950 moving northward to Tract 9 and part of Tract 8
from the school attendance records with Florence Boulevard being

the dividing lino between the two races.



TABLE IX

i

DISTRIBUTION BY RESIDENCE IN THE PREVIQUS YEAR

FOR THE AREA AND THE CITY
OMAHA 1950

Residence in 1949

Same house Different Differeant

as in 1950 house ;- county
same  or abroad
county

CENSUS TRACTS

Reaidence
not
reported

B i 0 e ey

Vit e eermvid

80.1% 11.6% 6.0%
82.6 8.4 7.6

Omaha City
Tract 7

Pract 8 65.4 12,0  20.1

Tract 9 80,9 9.9 7.6

Tract 10 85.8 10.8 2.5

2,3%
1.4
2.5
1.7

In abalyzing Table IX, it appears that the population of this

area and the city ae & whole in 1949 were about equally stable rfesi-

dentially.

Bighty pergent of the people of Omahka and in Census

Traets 7, 9 and 10 were living in the same house in 1949 as in 1950,

Residents of Traet 8, however, indicated a significant difference

and were the least stable residentially.
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TABLE IIX
AGE OF DWELLINGS OF THE AREA AND THE CITY
OMAHA 1950

Age of Dwelling

1540 1930 1820 1919
CENSUS TRACTS or to to or
later 1839 1929 ecarlier

Gmaha City 10.7% 8.8% 28, 0% 56, 0%
Tract 7 1.9 2.1 30,8 85,8
Tract 8 441 2.9 13.1 . 79.9
Tract 9 3.4 — 13.0 §3.8
Tract 10 1.9 0.6 13.1 84,4

Ll

It iﬁ generally agreed that living conditions are both a result
and a2 cauge of social and health problems in a community. Poor
housing and overecrowding often go band in hand with inadequate income,
and often are accompanied by other social and health problems,

That the study area is one of the older sections of the city .
is borne out by the age of the dwellings, as shown in Table IIX.

Of the 4,525 housmes in the area, an average of 78,3% of the homes
were built in 1919 or eariier, as compared with 56% for OUmaha as a
whole,

¥hile each tract has single ﬂ&alling@, the majority of the

houses in Tracts 9 and 10 are multiple dwellings today. Many of the
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dwellings have five or more upnits, The old, large residences in th@vfi
ars have been converted into multiple dwellinge of many small units
in the last ten years. This information was secnraﬁ‘by'a,driving
tour of the area and with personal interviews with residents. This
conversion has given an effect of a slum or blighted atmosphere, and
is nﬁt-eﬁnﬂﬁaiva to housing for good family 1life.

TABLE IV

AGE DISTRIBUTION FOR THE AREA AND THE CITY
OMAHA 1950

Age (in years)

CENSUS

TRACTS  yndex  10-19  20-20  30-39  40-40  50:50 60 and
10 over

Omaba City 17:4% 12.7%  16.8%  14.9%  13.3%  11.8%  13.2%
Tract 7 18.6  14.1 1755 13.0 11.0 10.0 - 15.2
Tract 8 16.7 12,0 193 143 . 12,4 1.3 . 14,0

Tract 6 16.86  12.0 18.5 13,2 12.4 13.3 15.1
Pract 10 17.7  12.2 14,8 14.4 14,5 12.3 14.0

In Omaha in 1950 (Table IV) 19.4% of the population were under
10 years of age, 30,1% under 20 years of age; and 45.9% under 30 years
of age, Census Tracts 7-8+89+10 corresponded in the number of indivie
duals in each age classification with the similar city classification.
On the basis of the age distribution of the area’s population, there
seoms to be justification for attention given to needs of both younger

and sideyr pergons.
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TABIE
INCOME XN 1940 FOR FAMILIES AND UNGELATED INDIVIDUALS
| ‘oMAHA 1050 |

CENSUS Tacome in 1949

TRACTS  yess  $1500  $3000  $4500  $6000  Not  Median
than ~ to ~ te to and Reported Income
$1500  $2000  $4499  $5999  over

Omaba City 22.2% 24.5% 23.8% 11.0% 10.2% 8.3% 32081
Tract 7 20.5 19,3 34.4 13.2 6.7 6.1 3216
Tract 8 14,8 25,0 30,5  10.1 7.5 14.3 5222
Tract 8 19.8  37.1 26.4 8.1 2.9 4.9 2588
Tract 10 27.8 3.2 18.9 7.6 3.1 9.7 2411
e . S,

The median income af‘ém@ha in 1950 (Table V) was $2,951 for
families and individuals. Tracts 7 and 8 had average incomes of over
#3200 whereas the nﬁhéw'mraﬁtﬁ; 9 and 10, were below the city-wide’
averagé. The average income of these two tracts was §2,488, Tract 7

had the widest variation of incomes.
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TABLE VX

SOURCE OF INCOME FOR THE AREA AND THE CITY
OMAHA 1950

S et e s S b i e e o b o ot e O e e IS A

Sources of income for thome employed

Wage or Goverament Self« Other
Salary in work employ=-

CERSUS TRACTS Private ment
Business

Omaha City 82.8% 8.0 8.0% 0.2%
Tract 7 86,4 9;0 4,86 0.0
Tract 8 84,7 7.9 77X 0.3
Tract 9 88,4 ﬁ;év 4.8 0.2

Tract 10 84.4 2.6 B.7 0:3

Most people whe work for a living are employed for a wage or
ﬁaléry in private business, Table VI, The working population in
this area is approximately 4% higher than the city population in the
percentage employed for a wage or salary in private business. The
se&£~aﬁﬂ1§y¢d persons are substantially lower than for the city as

a whole. Tracts 8 and O have fewer perscons in government wori.
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TABLE VII
AVERAGE MONTHLY RSNT AND AVERAGE VALUE. OF DWELLING UNIT
FOR THE AREA AND THE CITY

OMAHA 1950

o O oA A A i A A 5 ot A S e A e A o 2

o Average (median) Avorage (median)
CENSUS TRACTS Value of Monthly
Pwelling Unit Rent

Omaha City $7,770 $42,70
Tract 7 5,868 42.58
Tragt 8 6,740 48.29

Tract 9 5,480 41.84

The value of homes owned in this area, Table VIX, is $2,193
lower than the city average. The average monthly rental rate,
%abléﬁvxl, indicates Tracts 7 and 9 follew the clity pattern, while
Tract 8 is $5 above, and Tract 10 is . about v $10 below the city

average.



TABLE VIII
HOMES OWNED-HOMES RENTED POR THE AREA ANR THE CITY
OMAHA 1980

Percent Reporting

ﬁbﬁaé Homen th#e W&ité &énﬁ - Ron-
CENSUS TRACTS Owned Rented Owners Renters White %hite
OQuners Renters

Omaha City 60% 40%
Tract 7 61.9  38.1 5B.6  37.2 3.3 0,0
Tract 8 84.1 35,9 63,0  36.8 0.2 0.1
Tract 9 40.9  59.1 39.9 59,7 0.2 0.2

Tract 10 70.4 29.6 10.0 0.8 58,2 30.0

Table VIII shows, that in the city of Omabha, 60% of ihe
dwellings are occupicd by owners and 40% by renters, For the study
area; it is slightly below the city pattern, with 38% of the dwellings
being rented, Tract 0 shows & significantly higher porcentage of
rented homes, A significant point to note in Tract 10 is that 5085
of the non<white population are owners. In other tracts where non~
white population live, the figures show a very low per cent of non-

white owners. Non~white renters follow semewhat the same pattern.
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TABLE IX
PLUMBING AND HEATING PACILITIES IN THE DWELLINGS
OF THE AREA AND THE CITY

dpp e A et U S BB S b St e 4 S e e e AN S AN ol 3

Percent Reporting

Pr&éaie 'ﬁunﬁiag 'Iant#éx ' Non-
CERBUS TRACTS Bath Water Heating Central
Heating

Omaha éity s:né‘ 95,4 86.1 13,7
Tract 7 87,2 94,9 85,5 14.5
Tract 8 87.0 99,0 78.8 21.4
Tract 9 7546 097, 4 80,0 18,6

Tract 10 81.4 90,8 92.6 Tl

Indications of substandard living are the lack of wunn&n@‘ff

e

water and private baths in the dwelling unit and houses in a state
of dilapidation. Census Tract 9 reflected the fact that only three
0ut of faur‘raéiﬁaneag posusessed a private bath; Table IX, and one«

£ifth of the people in Census Tract 9 have noe central heating.

171508



TABE X

AVERAGE (MEDIAN) NUMIER OF PURAONS FER BOUSBROLD

The medion humber of persons por household in the sity of
Omaha is 2,0 {Table X)» The average nuwber of persons per housas
hold is the stufly ares iy 2.0: Recest su

sweys ohow the poreentage
for the siudy area to be pubstantially higher in real estete
wonnodted to multiple dwellings.
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TABEER XX

PER CENT OF MARRIZD COUPLES WITHOUT OWN HOUSEHOLDE
OMAHA 1950

et i e e s et T e o e e S e i S Koot sl

R » AlL Kone
CENSUS TRACTS Barried White
Lounles Couples

Omaha City 849 s
Tract 7 Te e
fract 8 11,3 —
Tract 9 7.9 e

“Tract 10 1041 15,5

Cne potential for family problems iz the doubling of i’ﬁmili&a/
within one households By ﬁetinﬂtiaa; a married caapia‘withéut ite
own household is a husband and wife living in & houscheld of which
the husband is not the head. Other kinds of doubling, would be one
paﬁ@ﬂt living in the home of one of him children, a merried man or
woman and his children living with parents or some ether relative or
friends

Tract 10, Table XI; has theonly given per cent of non-white
couples without houscholds. The resettling of non~white population
in Census Tract 9 since 1950 shows the same pattern, accerding to
the Urban League records. Figures were not available for Omaha City
and for Tracts 7, 8, ahd 9.
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TABLE XIX
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLRTED
. PERSONS 26 YEARS OLD AND OVER
IN PHE ABBA AND THE CITY

OMAHA
1980

¥Years of schoel completed

. "  Neme  1s8  High Colloge, Not
CENSUS Waﬁﬁfs Years Bchool 1-4 yrs., Reported
I~4 yre. and more

Omaha City 1.3%  38,2% . 45.4% 16,06 4.1%
Cgpact 7 . 0.8  87.7  48.1 13.4 2,2

Tract 9 0.5 40,2 244.8 12,2 2.3

Table XII shows the number of students cowmpleting grade school
is 5.6% above the city average; the number completing high school
corresponds with that of the city.

Students graduating from college for the area is 4.4% below

the city a8 a whole.
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TABLE XIIX
MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUPS FOR

THE AREA AND THE CITY

Geeupation Group

Prof'l,, Mgrs., Clerical Skilled Service
CENSUS TRACTS Semi~ Gfftlim. and and Une Work
‘ prof'l, and Bales Skilled
Prop's, Manual

Omaha City 10, 1% 10.4%  29.9% 36.3% 11.8%
Tragt 7 R 4 el 30,9 44.9 8.4

Tract 10 B.2 2.6 11:4 23 .1 38.6

According to Table XIIY, approximately four out of five
employed persons in Traet 10 were classed as service #nrﬁgr&,in cCon-
trast with only about ohe out of ten in Tract B, There is consider-
able variation among the Census Tracts in the proportion employed in
gervice o¢cupations and all the tracts except 8 depart significantly
from the city-wide pattern,

in summary, Chapter III attempted teo deseribe the study area
historically and ceoclogically. The area containing Census Tracts 7,

8, 9 and 10 is one of the oldest in the City of Omaha. Between 1860
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and 1875, railroad activitics and expanding trade brought busincssg
prosperity to Omaha, Along with this business growth came the
building of a fine, residential area made up of large, single-dwelling
bomes w= érﬁatag spatious and pretentiocus: Hany of those homes ave
#till in existence in the study area: FPollowing 1898, a new regi-
dential arvea was developed westward and building dn the study area
continued but comnsisted of smaller, busgalow-type dwellings. This
bpuilding continued through World War IXI. Fellowing World War II, a
change in the arca came about. %%e &amg&&%aﬂ<ﬁe$?m_pepui&tiﬂﬁ living
imméﬁig&a}y‘&auth of the study a&eﬁ began sceling xesidences in
the study area, Along with thiﬁr%rmmﬁitiqn has come changes in the:
area both social and economic.

The 1@50 census infﬁrmﬂﬁiﬁn does not reveal substontial Negro
population in"ﬁaaﬁﬂﬁ,%raatﬁ 7, B and 9, nor does it show current
ecological data on the characteristics of the population or the neigh-
borhoed. However, in presgenting a relative description of the area
to the City of Omaha more rﬁaentvand.narr@nt information from the
Urban Ieague, Council of Churches, Real Estate Board andiresidents in
the area augment the consus data, Specifie detail on this will be
discussed in subseguent chapters.

Area and city comparisons were made on eleven basic characters
. dstics, Tables I to XIII., ©Of the eleven comparisons in 1950, one B
difference was noted: the age of the dwellings in the ﬁtudy.nrea‘v//

exceeded the city average by 17%. Other comparisons made on 19050

P
o
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datm’ﬁﬁowea that the study area reflected the pattern of tho city
with slight deviations,

Since 1950, special studies and surveys have shown a change
in the areca. It is geherally agreed that the area has gone through
a transition from a predominantly white population to a replacement
©of predominantly Negro population. There appears tﬁ be a tendeney;,/’
toward doubling or crowding snd there are more married couples
without bouseholds. 8Single dwellinge have been made 0ver’$n_muliiple“//
dwelling units. DBecause of the age of the residences, number of homes
rented and lack of plumbing and heating facilitiee, the trend is
likely to be toward lack of upkeep amd a resulting dilapidatiom.

The current average income for the area is below the city average.



CHAPTER IV
SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION

A complete displacement of an atiginaiﬁpnpuiatian oceurs,
social relationships are affected, It hinders the fuﬁctieming ot v
traditional forms of social éﬁntw@i;.aad it éaeé not develop come
munity conscicusness.
| ' Secial change and social control are both dynamie factors.
A‘ﬁgeﬁifiﬁ g@égraphiﬁal area often demonstrates a confusing dualism
of change and resiat&u@é to Gkﬁﬁéﬁﬁ In the dadly process of living,
individuale are faced with problems which necessitate new patterns
of behavior. In a dyneamic society governed by social norms, a certain
degree of paladjustment is inevitable, This maladjustmenton a high
level leads to social disorganization. Thua, social disorganization,
then,Aié‘thé result of disturbed social relationships.

In Chapter XIX, objective data wore gathered concerning the
area as a whole. Q&agter‘XV‘ﬁescribea its social disorganipzation of
juvenile delinquency; ¢rime, echool drop-outs, divwréai working
mothers and viee,

What iz the nature of social disorganization? B8ince society .
ig made up of individuals bﬁundvtégﬁﬁhar in social relationships,
social disorganization refers to maladjustments in Secial relation-
ships. Elliott and Merrill in their sociology text discuss Socigl

Disorganization as followss 1O

ibﬁabei A. Elliott, and Francis E, Merrill, Social Diser ani-

zation {New York: Harper & Brothers Pyblishers, 19415, pe 26,
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Sogial discrganization is a relative term, There
way be all degrees of social disorganisation, just
as theére may be varying degrees of social solidarity.
Social organigation and disorganizetion represent, [
in & sense, reverse aspects of the seme functioning
whole, When the forces of social disorganization
exceéed those meking for social stability, social
problems arise. Social disorganizaiion represents

a breakdown in the eguilibrium of f{orces, so.that
pkd habite and foras of social contrel no longer
function effectively.

The dynamic nature of gocial interaction insures
a constant rearrangement of the constituents of
society. The resultant social change brings about
the dissolution of certain imstitutional relation-
ships and behavior patterns which are imbedded in
the social ptrueture. This social upheaval whieh
makes way for a gynthesis may bring in its wake

a considerable amount of discrganization. Such
confusion bkecomes particularly pronounced when the
breakdown occurs more rapidly than the correspond~
ing ferces of reorganiszation.

The breakdown of the social equilibrium in thie area could be
¢enaiée&ad,fram sgeveral points of view. A diéausaian of the phenom-
enom of Bocial Disorganization with reference to its manifestation
in the persen, the familly and the ﬁﬁhéﬁl/{i/faﬁtﬁmptﬁﬂe

The family is a universal institution, It is also the most
multifunctional of all the institutions, although many of the functions
formerly performed by the family in our society have been assumed by
other agencies, It is a matter of comuon ohservation and experience
that one trouble leads to another. Human problems set up a vicious
cirele within individuals and family groups. It is of greatest impors
tance to see the interrelatedness of these problems in measurable terms,

A person's 1life succesp and failure stems from a composite of his assets



32
and liabilities: Modern psychiatry teaches us that many of sur human
problens grow out of maladjusted family 13?6; Horeover, professional
workers of all kinds know that family strengths and weaknosses con-
gtitute powerful asscts and liabilities in the treatment and cure of
many different kinds of problems: But strangely énough, they forget

. or gverlook the family inm their preoccupation with a part of the prob-

© lems It is not that the particular problem does not receive their

‘attention, but that the worker is prone to forget that in most cases
the difficulty har arisen in a family where interwrelationships have
been bwoﬁan,xl
‘Q%augh it is evident that wrban living conditions: have had a
disorganizing effect on Family life, the family still romains a
functioning organization, in_recént decades the traditiocnal functions
of the family such as education anﬁf?a@reaﬁiﬁn have often bean transe
ferred to other institutions; publie, private and governmental. )
Family life today varies greatly to the extent which the funetien;)/
have been tranaferred, In many'in&tamceﬁ the functions of the family
which have been transferred have $u§p§ementeﬁ family life; but, on
the other hond, some functions such as recreation and subsistence for
disadvantaged families surrendered undey urban living conditions have

often led to family disorganization.

In functional terms, the family may be defined as an "enduring v

association of parent and offspring vhese primary functions are the
socialization of the child and the satisfaction of the members®

desires foxr recognition and r@ﬁpnnae,“iz

1lﬁmadley Buell, Community Planning for Human Services, {(New

York: Crowell Company, 1954), pp. 8-9.

1zﬁuth Benedict, "The Family: Genus Americanum,” The Family:

1t$ Function and Destiny. (New York: Harper & Brothers, 19949), Chapter 9.

-
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The £amily:¢§nnot repain the same in a changing society, The
functions that are left are not such as to insure stability to the
family, for they stress individusl desires and individual tastes, (7
rat#erﬁﬁyan a $01id pattern of impersonal vights and duties, Perhaps
thefgﬁﬁgéimpuw@amﬁ index - . of the changing family is the rise in the
divorece rate that has oecurred during the past half century.

_Wﬁ@-maritalA‘mtaﬁﬁﬁ as observed in the 1830 Census Table XIV,
for %ﬁa aves shows:

TABLE XXV

MARITAL STATUS
OMAHA 1950

i emislof e it Syl oot e ot A st S S e o iyt e el b

Single Single Marcied Married BDivorced Divorced
¥en Women Men Women or or
Widowed %%dQWed
CENSUS TRACTS Hen ¥omen

Tract 7 21.3% 21.0% 71.8% 61.,2% 7e2% 17.8%
Tract 8 22.2 7.7 71.9 67:4 5.9 14,9
Tract 9 20.0 16,9 3.4 6646 656 18,5

Tract 10 21:4 14,3 682 649 Ded 20,8

One of the basi¢ veasons for giving so much consideration to
family disorgonization in this chapter is © that. the disorganimation

of the primary institution of the family is a devastating experienece U

for its members, especially the children. The family in our sociloty
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18 éﬁc& an intimate and closely knit emotional group that its breake
down may threaten the security of the children. Children tend to
look to their parents as the source of all the love and affection
that children have been taught to expect in our society. #ﬁen one
parent is missing in the family by diverce or éaathi‘tﬁe resulting
expericnce may be a traumatic one fer the child, especially if he is?”f
still very young. ©One of the basic functions of the family -« the
socialization of the chilﬁ which equips him for effective wembership
in his f&mily, 80 that he contributes and adjusts to the interaction
of family life and the great soeciety according te hisg capacity ==
is thereby interrupted, often permanently and irrevocably. The
enmctional impact upon the child is often both grave and germauant¢13

This is most significant in the light of Map I illustrating
the number of Aid teo Depdendent Children Cases now carried by the e
Douglas County Assistance Bureau and the number of cases carried by
both public and private welfav& agencies in marital counselling, as

will be noted in Chapter VI,

Iﬁ??ancis B. Merrill and H, Wentworth Eldredge, Culturc and

Society (New York: Prentice-Hall, Ine,, 1932), p. 452,
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MAP I

DEPENDENT CHILDREN (ADC CASES)
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

DOUGLAS COUNTY ASSISTANCE BUREAU 1955

Census Tract 7-8-9-10
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The prospect of continued instability of the family is not
an inepiring one. The values of our svciety are still based upon
the family as an indissolvable relationship., Moral condemmations of
fawily disorganization have dope little 1o decrease the rate of
‘divorces. The other altegnative is to re~educate inm the minds of
people the primary functions qf the family <« the maintaining of a
family structure based on love and the procreation and education of
children.

No reliable statistics exist as to the exaet number of juvenile
delinquents who have come inte diresect conflict with the law, or was
there available complete statistical data for those brought within
the jurisdiction of the courts, for in many instoncves o disposition
of the delinquent act had been settled without bringing the matter
before the ceurt. A family problem may be adjusted by the parents
and the ehild., The child's teacher may caayar&ta, or sultable afte@«
school employment may De found, Elliott and Merrill sﬁyslé

Court cases, official and unofficial, patently do mot

include a large number of children who are behavior L

problems. More than anything else court cases repre-

sent the ehildren who are behavier problems of the

under-privileged «+« thoap parents who lack the eultural

and economic¢ resources with which to solve their
children's difficulties. No one knowa how many

children are serious behavior problems. & large share

of parents now and then regard the conduct of their

children as abnormally difficult, Many rely on their

common sense and gaad Judgment. Others geek punitive
digcipline,

-~

1§Mahe1 A. Elliott and Merrill Francis, Social Digorganization,

{New York: Harper & Brothers, 1934); pp. 104105,
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In attempting to secure the information regarding the number
of jJuvenile delinquent cases from 1@&6 to 15856, interviews were
arranged with My. lawrence Krell, Chief Probation Gf{ficer; and
members of his staff, about the particular problem of this aréa,

According to these interviews, juvenile delinquency had been on the

increase in this avea, Map II, with 1955 figures indicating the
largest single number of offenders on records The Juvenile Court
records showsd 66 cases. Twenty~four of the 66 cases were reeidents
of Census Tract 10, Map II. This traet also containe the highest
number of Aid to Dopendent Children €ases. \~

Another source of information concerning juvenile delinguency
was an interview with Sergeant $§g§r~9f the Omaha Police Department
Youth Bureau, He stated that tﬁi# area ranked with the threc highest
areas of the ecity for juvenile offenders.

The Director of Parks and Recreation Services considers
Kountze Qark one of the most difficult of all the city parks feif/-
summer supervision because of the high rate of vandalism and

behavior problems presented to Park Supervisers,
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JUVENILE COURT CASES - 1955

OMAHA, NEBRASKA
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An examination of the police blotter for the first fiftcen
days of January, March, May and July for the stﬁﬂy area, ﬁﬁoweﬁ in 1955
arrests (exclusive of traffic viclations) that ranged from minor
offenses to second degree murder, Table XV. Urunkenness far ocutnumbered
any other offense; vagrancy was second, The male offenders were from
i8 to 74 years of age; femule offenders were from 18 to ﬁ? yeérﬁ of
ages This limited review did not show any first ﬂ@gree mué&ara or

sex offensesn.

TABLE XV
TYPES OF CRIME OFFENSES - FROM POLICE BLOTTER
{(FIRST 15 DAYS)
JANUARY, MARCH, MAY, JULY 1065

TYPE OF OFFENSE NUMBER

Drunkenness 58
Disturbing the Peace 25
Vagrancy o3
Held on Open Charge 24
Burglary, Larceny, Theft @
Assault and Battery 19
Liguor Violations 5
Becond Degree Murdey X
Other (Gambling, disorderly houses) 29

TOTAL i00

According to Police Chief, Harry flreen, the findings indicate

there are the same variety of arrests within the areca as classified
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within the city as & whole. However, of the 19& people arrested whe
lived in the study area, 162 comnitted their law violations while
outside of the boundaries of the study area, The fact that omly
28 of the law violations were committed in the study area;inﬁgcataa
that erime violations weve not prevalent in the study area itself,
Anothey signficant faet was that no nop-residents cemxitté& law
violations within this area., The latter statement is of particular
importance in the implﬁmeataﬁioﬁ of social planning, Crime deteriorates
an area. Crimninal vialaﬁian@ once allowed a foothold in an area in
transition would be diffiéﬁlt»ta curb becaus¢ of the lack of indigenous

leadership,

"

The second area affaﬁngarw of social disorgonization is in the
number of "dropeouts® from high scheol by students from the study
area. In 1952453-84, there were 220 Lothrop Grade School graduates,
Reviewing a centinuation mf these children in Righ Schools, 94 are
still enrolled. One hundred twenty-six students or 58% have dropped
out ¢f high school, This pattern is not a continuation of a previous
pattern of “drop-outs.® Mr. Fred Widoe, Principal of Lothrop School
stated that before 1950 m&a& of the eighth graﬁers centinued and com-
pleted their high school @ﬁhé&tiﬁn at North High ﬁchaal. Because of
the large enrollment in ﬁarth High School, thza S¢h601 is now cloged
to Lothrop eighth grade graduataa. Technical High School ie the
designated achoul opén to eigkﬁh grade raduates from Lothrop Sehaol.
The *Urop-out” pattern as @ta@a& by Principal Widoe was reaffirmed in
a personal interview with Miss Edna Gregorson, a Counsellor of Technie
cal High School, who stated #he fdprop-out™ figure fﬁr'studenta coming

to Technical High School from Lothrop Grade School was about 52%.

AN



Suicide iz extreme personal disorganization. It is a situation
resulting from some secial unadjustment oy maladjusted condition.
The Vital Statistic Records of the Omaha Health Department showed that
thaere %ére no suicides for the study area in the last thrﬁe VAT
This is not an unusval situation, for according to Elliott and tf%ex‘rilhia
The extreme persenal and social disorganization which
eventuates in pulcide is closely related to the ecolo-
gical gtructure of the city.
Investigations have beén conducted according to the
approved ecological techunique, and showed that suicide

areags concentrate more elo&ely’in ene locale < thc
downtawn section and its environs,

TABLE XV
NUMBRR OF WOMEN IN CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE

OMAHA 1950
Number Per Cent
CENSUS TRACTS of women Worlking
‘ working
Omaha City 101,618 14,3%
Tract 7 1,766 42,7
Tract 10 1,163 34,7

Bibia., p. 575.
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Closely related to low family income is the high percentage L,f’y“
of wonen and gié;ﬂ who are»géiafuliy employed., According te the
consus data, Tabié 8V, 36.&%-o£ all women and girlanqver 14‘yearé
af'ageigera.in the civiliaailabnr force in 1850, as compared with
14.3% in the city.

Saered Heart and Lothrop School Principals expresséd concern
over the #u&bev of working mothers. Questions arose whether mothers
made plans'far ¢ars of their children while they were worlking; and
whether proper food and ﬂu?ervisibn were available for these children?
The Principals found it difficult to secure ceaperaﬁinn of parents
in homes where both the mother and father were working. It was
difficult te reach parenis té gain thelr help on behavior pryblems.&”ﬁ
There was a lack of attendance at P.T.A. and other parent meetings
where teachers might gain cooperation in solving their children's
school problems.

A survey made of Lothrop Grade School made by the Principal
and teachers for each classreom in May 1956 revealed an enrollment
of 925 childreni 3861 of the children's mothers were working, This
was 41.2% of the children enrolled. (Table XVII) Sacred Heart School
had an enrollment of 346 children; 136 eof the children's mothers
were working. This was 37% of the' children enrolled.

‘Supervision and care of the children of working mothers is of
major concern, Quality of supervision of young children presents the
greateat problemi this is particularly true where older sisters and V//
brothers are responsible for the younger childrenj these older bro~

thers and sisters are freguently under 16 years of age. Fathers,
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ral%t&v&a.and neighbors who look after the children frequently have
this responsibility for brief periods of supervision between the end
of school and the timé.of the mother's return, or for lunches. Many
guestions &v@aa as to the extent of this supervision, Do they take
the responsibility for the supervision of the children's oute-of-school
activities? Do they direct and advise? Answers to these questions

are unknown.

In spummarizing this chapter, one is aware of the number of
interrelated factors and the complexity of the social disorganization
in this area. How much interdependence is a matter for future re-
gsearch «-~ rescarch that tests the aeiinguﬁndyupraﬁueing situations
as contrasted with the delinquency~transmitting, characteristics of
different neighborhoods of the city.

The number of cases of Aid to Dependent Children in Census L
Tract 10 plus the numder of juvenile delinquents, plus the “drop out"
figures of the schools leaves 1little room for doubt that there is
social disorganization within the area contributing to the rise in
all three figures.. ‘

One of the more positive facters is the few crime arrests
within the area itself which gives at leagt a starting point for
ﬁnciai action for copstructive work, for in many instances once a
delinguency pattern i&f&etlinta motion or established, delinquency
tends to persist even throughout successive invasien in population

4

tyPﬁS .
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Inaﬂaqaa%e‘aﬁﬁfarumalmdjusted family 1life under urban living
conditions contributes to dal‘;mquan;:y and tends to keep an area in
general mobility. Children from such families often have considerable
free time which is not supervised because primary family controls
have heen lessened éﬁﬁ.ﬁ#&éﬁﬁa§? controle have not been substituted.
Thevefore these children often play without facilities or leadership
and find easy ways of satisfying their needs through secially unse~
cepted c¢hannels. These children develop delinquent groups more

readily than would children who have stronger primary family contrels,’—



CHAPTER V
MOBILITY

Mobility may'ba defined in terms of its psychological and eco~

logical aspects. The two major types of mobility have been described

by Sullenger in his recent baokzlﬁ

There are two major types of mobility «« vertical and
horizontal. Vertical mobility is measured by the number
and variety of stimulations received, and change in
social and economic status, Ecological or horisental
mobility is measured by movement in space from one
definite location to another, i.¢., change in residence,
A form of mobility of more recont consequence is konown
as fluidity; a temporary wmovement from one place to
anothexr, such as the genoral movement entailed in come
muting from heme to work, shopping, seeking recreation,
ete, , without changing domicile, Urban society is ine
fluenced considerably by all of these. In the early
city horizontal mobility was most prevalent because the
population was not concerned with sghifte in social
classes. Fluidity was of minor importance because of
the lack of development of transportation, Now it is

an important factor in the urban process. -

Mebility is an index of change,; and change brings about a
degree of disorganication. Because of the high mobility rate that
has prevailed in America throughout its history, it could well be one of
the causes of the prevailing lack and disregard of traditions. Re-
spect for the past is weakened and adjustments are continual. In
areas of excegsive mobility, people have a tendency to be dissatis-
fied and unstable. Group leyalties are lacking and interest in com~

munity functions weakened.

161, Bar1 sullenger, v of Urbanization, (Amn Arbor,

Hichigan: Braun-Brumficld, Inc., 1956), p. 59.
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Burgess aaygzx?

The mobility of ¢ity life, with its increase in

the anumber and intensity of stimulations, tends

inevitably to confuse and to demoralize the person,

For an esscntial element in the mores and in

‘personal morality is consistency of the type

that is natural in the social control of the.

primary group; where mobility is the greatest,

and where in conseguence primary controls break

down completely, as in the zone of deterioration

in the medern city, there develop ones of demorale

ization, of promiscuity and of vice,

The Omaha School Board is building a Junior High School in
the study area to accommodate the increased enrollment not only in
Lothrop School, but alse in Long, Kﬁ;iam and Lake Schools.

The area of concern until 1910 was an area zoned for single
dwellings. 4&s original ownerships were replaced, the area has under-
gone rezoning. The area is now zoned down to the eighth residential
district which includes: single dwellings, two-family dwellings,
limited apartments, and apartments not to e¢xceed sixty-five feet in
the air. (Zoming Map II, Appendix)

This ares has also been zoned on 16th, 24th, and 30th Streets
and Florence Boulevard to Corby Street for second commercial districts,
which allows for sixty»fiva foot high building construction.

According to the Omaha Real Bstate Board, there was a great

mobility in the area, beginning six: years ago, 1950. Due to

iﬁﬁ. W. Burgeas, "“The Growth of the City," The City, (Chicage:
University of Chicago Press, 1928), ed, Park, Burgess, and McHenzie,
P 308,
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avararawding in Census Traets 11, 12, 15, 14 and 18, which is known
ps the Near North Side, there has been a great congestion and demand
for mobility of Negro families into this study area as indi@aﬁéa in
the ﬁta&ygla According to the Director of the-ﬁmahanﬁrban League
the ¢¢®@1@t¢ transition of tﬁi& area from predominently white to
predominently Negro will be completed by 1858, The white residential
area east of 30th Street has not been invaded, and Ames Avenue on the
north will probably remain the boundary line of the aQVahcing Kegro
population. Stratification in a very rudinentary %arm appears to
have deep roots in the world of mature, as well as in the world of

16 the segregation of the

men, According to Merrill and Eldredge
Negro of the United States is an example of othniec stratification,
Those minority groups with relatively slight cultural differences
have gradually become assimilated into the general population, and
ethnic stratification has gradually declined for them.

The Negro has besen unable to bring aboul comparable assimilas
tion, Because of big racial characteristics, he cannot disappear
into the general population, Assimilation in any complete sense is
furthermore denied the Negro because of the generally accepted belief

that he iz inferior to members of the white race.,

lgﬁear North Side Study, Social Planning Unit, United Community
Bervices, Omaha, Nebraska, 1954,

Oprancis B, Merrill and H, Wentworth Rldredge, Culture and

Socicty {New York: Prentice-Ball, ¥nc., 1952), p. 258,
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Mobility is both a stabilizing and a disorganizing influence
~on mociety. It is necessary if our economy is to xuﬁttion‘amanthmy
and efficiently, yet it hinders the functiocning of traditional forms
of goeial control, It doea not develop commuinity consciousness.

Sorckin discusses in considerable detail the conceptual
aspects of mehility‘%nfancial‘&i&aﬂg&nim&tiendxa

¥hen the individual is excessively mobile he loses his sense

of mogial responsibility. - In every urban neighborhood there

are control groups which congist of those people who are

relatively stable. They hold a restraint over themselves

and to some extent over the unstable and transient people

who come and go in that particular area. In the modern

city mobile individuals take little interest in 'the conduct

of their neighbors, consequently this controel is gradually

decreasing. As mobility increases the contrel becomes less

influentigl. Social restraints are weakened. Controls

exerted by the institutions of the community are weakened or

become almost nil in the life of the extremely mobile person.

There are various methods and techniques used in measuring
mobility, that is, horizontal mobility. Registration of veters, house
to house surveys, records of change of addregses among subscribers
of public utilities, such as water and light, and schoel attendance
records.

As has been stated previously, the invasion of the aéudy area
started in 1942, and was immediately felt in the gthanlé. Tor this
study the last five years, 1&&6»19ﬁ5§ were selected to illustrate

the invasion process..

30
. P. A, Borokin and ¢, C. Zimmerman, Principles of Urban
Sociology, (ﬁenry Holt and campany, 1920), p. 183,
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PABLE XVELL
LOTHROP GRADE SCHOOL MOBILITY
1950 =~ JANUARY 1956

YEAR

TRANSFERRED TRANSFERRED
NT  FROM OTHER TO OTHER
SCHOOLS SCHOOLS

1850 681 728 153 116
1951 704 735 165 159
1952 767 769 167 168
1953 812 796 170 198
1954 875 855 188 128
1955 942 903 200 208
1955~Jan. 1956 906 , ., . 1014 152 140

In 1950, the enrollment of Lpthrop School was 725 children

made up of 19,9% non-white children, The 1956 enrollment shows an
enrollment of 1014 children with 58.5% non-white children. This ie
an increase of 38,6% of non-white children in a period of five yeafa*
The figures for Graph I were obtained from Lothrop School Records.
The Board of Gducation has alraaﬁy made twoe additions to
Lothrop Schoolj one » portable building, constructed in 1951; and a
purchase of the North Side Christian Church in 1953, They are still
‘faaed with a shortage of classroom space.
Bofore the purchase of the North Side Christian Church, the

Board of Hducation wns faced with the possibility of placing Lothrop



1950

1951

1952

1955

1954

1955

1956
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School on 2 half-day teaching schedule. This, however, has been
alleviated somewhat by the last property purchase, but it will not
be able to handle the large primary enroliment as it progresses, as
anticipated, in the next ten years.

This enrollment is not reflected in the Sacred Heart School.
There has been a mavament'af Catholic families out of the area and a
replacement of non-Catholie famiiias* Thie fac? is borne out in the
current kindergarten &arélimenﬁ fipures, Sacred Heart School does
not maintain a kindergarten, and Catholic children attend Lothrop
Bchool, Of the 65 children enrolled in kindergarten, 16 will tranamﬁ
fer to the first grade in Sacred Heart School in September, 1956,

Both of the school plants have adeguate and well~equipped playw
graund,arﬁéﬁ but both lack gymnasium facilities, The lack of the gym-
nasium is especially feltl&t Sacred Heart School where the students
want to participate in intra-mural sports. ~Those who are presently
participating in these sports must go as far as Kellom Séhéal for
practice and y@rtiaipamiuma -

Within the area, there are eighteen churches of various denom-
inations. These churches include:

1, Infinite Intelligence épirituai

2, Covenant Presbyterian, 2702 Pratt Street

3. First Poursquare Gospely 2108 Emmet

4, Qhurah of Chrigst, 2811 Bristol

5. Church of God in Christ, 2318 North 26th

6, Immanuel Baptist, 2229 Pinkney
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?. Horth Side Christian, 3134:Lathrey
8, Harford Memorial Evangelical United Brethern, 1821 Lothrop
9., Plymouth Congregational, 1802 Zmmet
10, Pentacostal Church of Christ
li; Calvin Memorial Presbyterian, 31056 Nerth 24th
12, BSacred Heart, 2218 Binney
13, Clair Chapel, 2028 Miami
14. Reorganized Church of God in Christ
158, Mt. Meriah Baptist, 2602 North 24th
18, 8t. John's Baptist, 1212 Ohie
17. Hope Lutheran, 2721 North 30th
18, Kingdom Hall North Unit
The churches were established from 1801 to 1954, There is
currently general concern in the area because of the number of churches
which are either being reloeated or land purchased for relocation.
The second largest church, North B8ide Christian,; was purchased
in 1955 by the Board of Bducation to extend their clagsroom facilities
to relieve the much crowded condition of Lothrop Public Grade School.
In 1985, 56 marriages were performed; of these, 6 couples have
established homes in the area. This refers to the Sacred Heart Parish.
The Calvin Memorial Presbyterian Church, which relocated to
this area in 1954, has boen pilomeering an integrated church program,
and with fine leadership, it should exert a strong influcnce in the

future.zl Although nost of the churches have good facilities for

*lgeorge L. Wilber, The People of Calvin Memorial Church

qumuniﬁg, January 26, 1956,
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programs, they are in need of building . repeirs and lack trained
leadership to fully utilise the buildings.

Toward an integrated church program, this thought has already

received some matienal interest by.sociologists. T. Barl Sullenger,

in an address to the Mid-West Sociclogical Conference saidsgz Lo

This paper presents brief findings from three recent
researeh projects dealing with (1) attitudes toward the
inter-racial urban church, {(2) the fringe adrea church

in contrast with the downtown church, which includes
analysis of church mewmbership and ecological distribu-
tion as they relate to the functions of the city church,
and (3) shifts in membership affiliations in the urban
area, In other words we attempt to answer to some degree
the following quegtions: (1) What are we going to do
about the inter-racisl or integrated church? (2} Bhounld
the downtown church follow ite membership reasidentially
or not? (3) . Is the urban community ehurch the answer
to nops«denominationalism?

. The general move toward raciasl integration will no
doubt come slower in the churches as freedom of worship
with all that concept implies, pleces great emphasis on
individual choice, In physical areas where other types
of integration such as housing, playground and recres~
tional centers already have been accepted, the integrated
or inter~racisl church may come about more or less
naturally. Inter-marriage may follow as indicated by
the attitudes of the pastors.. The general opposition
gecme to be less with each generation . + ¢« o 4 o & o

A more recent Christian approach to this problem
hes been the development of & communily service program
in these churches to meet the needs of the church com~
munity instead of, or slong with, the cathedral-like
church program. This type is definitely an urban de«
velopment and has come to be called the Institutional
Chureh, which is discuassed more fully later in this
paper. It provides various educational facilities for
adults and youth; such as health clinics staffed with
physicians, dentigte and nurses. This chureh freguently

22 pdaress by T. Barl Sullenger, The Church in an Urban Society,

1966,
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sponsors a well-rounded recreation program for children
and adults with full-time recreational &irectors;y soeial
workers are cmployed to keep the chureh in immediate
touch with the indigent people in the community. A
gtaff of three or more ministers take care of the apirit-
wal, coensultative and administrative aspects of the
church's program, In addition to thesec services,; great -
emphasis is placed on the Sunday morning service o . +

Y
£

In swmmarizing the mobility in Census Tracts 7, 8, % and 10,
4
/

eoncrete census data on the area since ;Q&ﬁ,ia lacking, However,
surveys of the Urban League, Real Estate ﬁé%fd ﬂecofdé} Records of
Lothrop and Sacred Heart Schools, ana_ﬂhuééh,wamherahipg and special
studies are indices that invasion has occurred. Additional informa«
tion from the Telephone Company, Public Utilitics Offices and Veting
Records was attempied to substantiate the data, but to secure an
indication of mobility through researching in these socurces presented
too invelved and cosily a process. ” B

Because of the relimbility of the major date of this area,
it can be recognized and accepted that invasion has taken place.
Rapid displacement of the original population is occurring, But this
displacement invelves also & social reorganization of the area. The
receding group takes its culture patterns, leaving behind certain
phyaiééi properties) the newcomers must modify their institutional
structures to meet the needs of people living under & new set of con~
ditions. These changes involve modifications of the family system,
alteration of religious practices, and new forms of recreation and

means of earning a living.



CHAPTER VI

So numerous are the problems of personal and group adjustment
in cities that many types of social services are pecossary to meet
the needa of the people. The areaz under study im this thesis is ne
exception,

Social Work @rgaﬁiéﬂt@nna ayre either private or publicj
acaardingltﬂ their ﬁtruatuve; purpese, finaneial support and services.
The welfare activities an&.aerviaé@ given to this area are both
private and public, and may be classified in four types:

1, Relief and services to families and adults.

2: Care of the ﬁmad,

3. UHealth services.

4; HNeighborhood work and recreation.

A personal intervicw was made wilh each of the Directors of
the agencies serving this arsa for the purpose of securing current
information on actual service to the area. All of the Directors reo~
ported a definite increase in service to the area for the last Tive
years, with the exception of the Yeuth Serving Agencies. The reason
given feor the lack of mervice to youth groups in the area was the
in&ﬁility to increase service because of the lack of trained field
assistants.

Following is & list of public and private agencies now giving

service to the areal
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1, The Visgiting Nurse Association.

2: dreighton University Medieal Clinic.

3. University of Nebraska Medical Clinies

%f Bouglag County Assistance Buroau.

Bs Child Welfare DRepaptment.

8. SBalvation Army.

7, Boy Scouts, (Limited Service)

8, Girl Scouts, (Limited Service)

9 Camp Fire Girls. (Limited Service)

10, Parks and Reercation Department, (Limited Service)
11 Y.MeCoh, and Y.WiC.i. (Limited Service)

Churches, Fraternal Orgapilszations, Labor Unions, and Henefit
Bocieties maintained by racial and nationality groups do a consider-
able amount of private welfare work, Since these groups do not
maintainh statistical data concepning their social welfare work, it
was not included in this study.

The pouglas County Assistance Bureau; a public agency respons
sible for incorporating aid to &@@ﬁnﬁe@t children,; 0ld age assistance,
and gervices to the blind and handicapped, reveals the current case
loads in two major arcas of concern: Map I gvyage 35 sﬁows 101 aid
to dependent children cases, and MapIII, page 58 shows 226 old age
assistance cases in the area, Census Tracts 9 and 10 carry the more

contentrated loads.
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MAP IIIX

OMAHA, NEBRASKA

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE CASES

Census Tract 7=8=9«10
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE CASES

DOUGLAS COUNTY ASSISTANCE BUREAU 1955
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Because of the multiplicity of socinl services available in
the area, it appeared conceivable that one famiiy might receive more
than one type of service, Through the Secial Service Exchange
wharaismrviaé;reaardﬁ_ﬁf every social ageney in the c¢ity are rocorded
50 %éf%q.e;;min&tg duyli§a£ian of services, it was found 1,266 cases
wore reported for the area. -0Of these c#seaé'ssﬁ\reeeivaﬁ aid from
more than one agency.s -

v

Health gervice. The three major clinic and home health services

'iﬂﬂl@&%i The Visiting Nurse Association, Creighton Medical Clinde,
and the University of Nebraska Medical Clinic:. A roview of these
records reveal in xhrch,r1955¢ the fqllowing current cases registered:

?iaiting Nurse Association 790 Families

Creighton Medical Clinie 231 Cases

University of Nebraska Modical Clinic 435 Cascs
The Visiting Nurse Association considers Census Tracts 7, B, ¢ and
10, fourth in concentration of need and services reguired for their
sorvice, They are currently carrying 790 home visits.

The five agencies providing the magér social services to the
area include: Catholic Charities; Family Bervice, Pamily Child
Welfare Division, Balvation Army, and Douglas County Assistance Bureau.
The first four agencies are private agencies handling cases based on
ability to service the case rather than ?he allocation of financial
.asaistaneeg The total number of cases carried in March, 1956, by these¢
private agencies was 87. The Balvation Army supplies emergeney and
financial assistance; one-fourth of their case lead is service to

this area.
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Parks and recreation, Within Census Tracts 7, 8, 9 and 10,

there are two public recreation smites: Kountge Park, located at
Florence Boulevard and Pinkney Street, and Burdette Park, located
at 19th aﬁﬁ Burdette., {(Map I, Appendix)

Both parks are classified as play fields rathew than municipal
parke. Playground equipment is suppliied at beth parks. The Kountze
Park has a caretaker~ghelier building, but is not planned for an
activity programi the City Park and Heereation Department maintains
a summer playground program under supeivision,

As stated previously, the Dicredtor of Parks and Recreation
Bervice considers Rountgze Park one of the most difficult parks for
Asummer supervigion because of the high rate of vandalism and behavior
problems presented to park supervisors.

Burdette Park is a small,; tmdeveloped play area used mainly
for sand lot baseball: There is no supervised recreation programming

planned for this park.s

L,f”

Mr. Ralph McClintock,; Director of Parks and Recreation; revealed

that the Park Department bas no short or long term planning for any
additional recreational or leadership facilities or improvements in
this area. The city's limited park budget curtails expansion of park

and playground developmonts for this avea at the present time.

-

-

No other buildingecentered agencies, such as Y. M.C.A, Y. W.Cohsy

Missions, or Settlements ar¢ in the areas, Eﬁy Scouts and Girl ﬁe@uts{/”ﬂr

both maintain limited service: 124 boys are enrolled in Boy Scouts,
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96 girls are enrviled in Girl Scouts. Campfire does not maintain a
troop in the area. Directors of these various agencies explain that
the limited enrollment in the area is due to lack of neighborhood e
p@agia to asplot in pregram development aa&,gramati@n,
| To sunmarize the social welfare services available to Census
Troets 7, 8, 9 and 10, it is indicated there are many and varied
agencies éffering’ina¢panﬂﬁnt services to the area. Beecause of the
many faotaka iavqivea, it would be aifﬁieult to mscertain the amount
of money spent to provide these services, However, the annual Financial
Btatement of the Omsha Community Services for 1955 estimates the cost
of operating thirty-seven private agencies at $1,248,865.00. The
Pouglas County Assistance Bureau financial statement raﬁ 1858 estimates
the eost of pubiiﬁ welfare at $4,518,817.25. Both agencies in a
personal interview with their Directors, predict expenditures increas~
ing unless social disorganization is curtailed. M
Thus far, the major services to the study area have been of */f/

either a remedial or emergency type. If disorganization is to be

ety
e P ot o TS BS y

reduced, another type ef service is necessaryi a type of service that

offers educational programs and programs to prevent continuing disor«

ganization.

A neighborhood house settlement program because of its funda-
mental philosophy of helping people to help thoemselves cnn&@.yroki&e
the framewerk of coordinating wmany of the social services within the
area. Through an education program initiated by a settlement house,

charches, schools and families would be strengthened which ultimately
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would promote neighborhood consciouspess. A social service exchange
and a leocal neighborhood professional gouncil working together through
a coordinating media, would provide a valuable service to the area.
Specifically, youth serving ageneies should initiate and increase

more social group work services,



CHAPTER VIX
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
SUMMARY

In &ﬁmméri%&ug the research of this stady, an evaluét&an of
ecological data of Census Tracts 7, B, 9 and 10 ﬂhﬁWEIthat.iﬁvaﬂiﬁn
by a Keg%a ethaic g@ﬁup»&aa sccurred, This invasion followed the
pattern set forth by definition in Gist and Halbert's text,>

Invasion oceurs when a group of inferior
economic or cultural status moves inte an
area occupied by a group possessing supérior
status, gradually taking over the distriect
and changing its complexien to match the
culture of the invading clement.

The invasion~succession eycle fellowed the pattern of foure
phage residential invasion: {1) resistance, (2) exodus, (3) re~inte~
gration, and {4) re-equilibrium. The study area is presently in the
third phase of invasion.

The study area is one of the oldest u&%ghbenhaadé in the City
of Omaha, having been incorporated in 1884,

Ecological data now show two ethnic groups in the area -~ Negro
and Bhite, The 1950 census statisties showed a predominance of Negroes
in Tract 10. A more rccent survey shows that Negroes moved northward
from the Near Neorth Side area. This movement increased the Negro popu~
lation in Census Tract 8 and 9.

The analysis of the 1950 United States census figures revealed

that the study area reflected the f&gui%a for the ¢i£y‘a$ a whole in

3Noe.l Gist and L, A, Halbert, Urban Society, (New York: Thomas
Y. Crowell Company, 1942), p. 184,




64
nine“éaﬁegariaa; namely: (1) distribution by race of population of
the area and the city (2) distribution by residence in 19481956 for
the area and thﬁ.éitx (3) ag&»di&&?&buﬁi@h,for the area and the city
(4) income in 1949 for families and wmrelated individuals in the aresa

‘and the city (5) seurce of incoms for the area and the city (8) homes
owned and homps reated for the area and the city (7) plumbing and
heating'f&Qilitiaﬂ for the area and the city (8} average (median)
mﬂmﬁar«af'p&rﬁﬁaﬁ por ﬁoagah@lﬁ, and (9) years of school éamp&atad.

The 1650 United States census figures of Ceohsus Practs 7-8«0e
10 deviated £E€M'$hé city as a whole in four categories, namely:

(1) age of the dwellings of area and city {2) average monthly rent
and aveyage value of dwelling units for the area and the eity (3)
married couples without own houscholds, and (4) major oeccupation
groups for the areca and the éity;

The similarities of the study area with the city indicated that
the gtudied area in 1550 followed the over-all city pattern,

Census data on the area since 1850 was not available. In 1950
the enrollment of Lothrop School was 19,.9% non~white. Xn 18356 the
enroliment showed B6.8% non-white. The increase of 38.6% of non<white
children in a period of five years is evidence thet a Hegro ethnic
group had invaded the area. The reverse of this Negro invasion is
shown in the swmall number of white children entering the first grade
at Sacred Heart School, and a decrcase in the total school enrollment.

There are 18 churches in the study area, The majority of these
are either being relocated or land is being purchased for relecation

to follow their congregations to other areas.
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Of the 56 marriages of white couples performed in 1985 in the
Sacred Heart Church, only 6 couﬁiaﬁ.hava remained in the study area.
Bhite c#thﬁliﬁ families have been leaving the area since the initial
invasion, resulting in a diminishing Gaihalie population. The mobility
in the schools and the churches is a further evidence of invasion.

Census Tracts & and 10 had the highest rate of mobility. These
same tracts also had the higheést number of ﬁseiél welfare cases ine
cluding health, welfare and relief services., The Police Department
indicated the area the third highest in the City of CGmaha for juvenile
delinguency offenses. 'This juvemile delinguency pattern was further
verified by the Parks and Recreation Department which stated that the
area was one of the most difficult to supervise because of vandalism
and behavior preoblems.

In 1956, 41.2% of the ahi&araﬁ attending Lothrop School had
mothers who were employed; and 37% of the children of Saereqfﬂgart
School had mothers who were empleoyed. The mothers® working was not
necessarily the cause of social disorganization; but the lack of
adequate supervision of the children while their mothers were working
could indicate social disorganization, for of the 3Bl children of
working mothers in Lothrop School, 91 children had no supervision, and
120 were being cared for by a brother or a sister.

In 19852-83+54, Lothrop School had 58% of their eighth grade
gra&uatéé-“ﬁrgpmdut” of high school. This "bDrop-out” was caused by
the lack of fémily interest, financial support, and future opportunities

for employment for the Negro youths.
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- There are no building-centered social group work agencies in
the study area, HMembership in other social group work programs is at
a minimum in this area. The lack of professiopal staffs, for the
development of leadership, and the lack of financial support hasg pre-
vented the social group work agencies from promoting the programs to
their full potentiality,

The ﬂ#ta of the study area indicated in the United States census
figures the area to be lower economically than the city as a whole,
According to the principals of the two schools in the study area, the
oceupational classification of the parents on the pupils’ enrollment
cards represented odcupations with low income.,

The study area represented one of the highest in the city for
the need of social welfare servicess The significant fact wéa the
multiplicity of social services as 38% of the tamiiies or individuale
had uged the gervices of more than one of the welfare &g&naiaﬁ;

The census figures in 1950 for housing showed that 78,3% of the
homes in the study area had been built befnfé 1619 as single family
r&aiﬁ&n@ﬁﬁw The area has now been regoned to the eighth residential
district, with the result that many of the homes are being used for
multiple family dwellings. The ages of the dwellings; the conversion
- of pingle family residences té multiple dwellings, and low income occu~
pancy have caused the area to have an appearance of deterioration.

The problem of {his thesis was two fold: first, was the area
of Census Tracts 7; 8, 9 and Y0 invaded; and secand, did family, social

and institutional disovganization result from the invasion? In answer
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to the first preblem;, the research for this theais substantiated the
fact that this area was invaded, The answer to the second problem
upon which the hypothesis @3 t%iﬁvtﬁeﬁie_was based =~ when a neighe
bufhaaﬂ ig invaded, there is disorganigation within the area ~- was
'nnt aubstantiatéﬁ by evidence or proof. However, the increased need
for the @eryiaeﬁ of social %@Ef&rn‘a@aﬁciaﬁ and the need for the
services of social group work agencies could indicate a relationship
between invasion and disorganization because, as the invasion cccurred,

the primary social controls appe&rad1t@ be less influential.



CONCLUSIONS

Boeial scientists believe that the problems confronting them

ecan be solved by ﬁuﬁéeieaﬁ and systematic observation; verification,

clagsification, and intﬁrpretatiﬁn of social phenomena, %his approach

in its most suecessful form is broadly designated as the scientific
method. It is fuuéamﬁﬂtally a technique eof deriving reliable uows

ledge about any type of phenomena and then applying this derived

knowledge for the purpose of prediction and control. The main differ-

ence between day to day generalisations and the conclusicns usually
recognized as sciontific, lies in the degree of far&aliﬁy, rigcrqu$~
ness, and goneral validity of the latter.

The summation of the faets collected for this thesis are
directed toward a practical application of the data in light of
futurc needs for welfare services in a known invaded area, The area
iz nearing completion of invasion by a Negro ethnic group. The |
question arises: will the pnttern of segregation accepted in the

Near North Side area of Omaha, from where this invasion has come,

continue? Will the area be one of harmony and integration? &nswars‘/

to these questions depend on the future influences within the area
and the degree of influences and coordination.

In addition to ethnic invasion, the ecological data indicated
social diserganization, Without strong church, school and community
influences, the arca could casily become a "blightedY or “slum'' area

with all of its accompanying social problems.

-
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Invasion of the area was over a short period of tine -« _
19421986, Several churches had sold their property while others 9//
&a@i@ipﬁte selling; this movement of churches ot of the study avea
indicated a ﬁeﬁﬁ for a particalar service ~- for those remaining -~
the ﬁkﬁaléﬁmeni of community service programs, along with th@i&.ﬁ%@#@k“7
programs, 1In essence, they should become community churches providing
various educational facilities for adult and youth. Another service
needed in tha area i$>ﬁ neighborhood house serviece, which is primarily
concerned with family and neighborhood life and ia$¢r4rﬁ1atieﬁshiy

of people within a geographical area. Neighborhood house servicesn

s

stem from an understanding of the neighborhood; attitudes and soeial

velues. This area mests the Ffollowing criterie fﬁw“tﬁe‘aeéaiion and

establishment of a neighborhood haﬁse,aé

1. A residential area, of predominently young families.
The area should be checked to be sure it is zoned as
" residential. The redevelopment and planning groups of
the c¢ity should be consulted to make sure that they
are not considering plans which would change the pattern
in the near future. The work of these latter agencies
increases in importance gach year; and they must not
be overlooked, nor their recommendations discounted.

2, SConsider those areas whero the population is likely
to be chenging from owner to tenant families, where
deterioration is just beginning, where the old
leadership is gone and families moving in do not
soem to have much leadership ability.

24pern 1. Colborn, B

ildings of Tomorrow (New York: Whiteside,
Inc 5y 1@35 ) g PP 13-14, o : ‘ »
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3. Areas in which there is an abseboe of neighborly o
attitudes and & senpe of belonging to and respon~ Aw&
aibil:lty for the neighborhood.
4, Areas of extreme congestion of buildings on the
land end evidence of substandard and deteriorated
housing. : "

- 8, Proximity of two or more ethnic or eultural
groups with potential conflict possible.

6, Presence of &ﬁti&@ﬂi&i institutions or activities,
such as gambling, disorderly houses or others,

7. 1In choosing the location, aveid, if possible, those
' apreas that are greatly deteriorated, unless your
redevelopuent authority has plans for redevelopment
28 a residential area, By and large, theme areas
of extreme deterioration have many factors already
present that make thew imposeible to reclain as
desirable residential areas for aarvﬁa& of a
neighborhood house.
The diﬁtihg&iﬁhing characteristic¢ of a noighborhood house is
that it works with people, all ages and both sexes, living within a
@pé&ifie&.gﬁugﬁ&ph&a&i area, JIts major aim is to encoupage and to
aid peoeple to work teward theiy own advancement and toward the im-
pyavéh@nt of living conditions both in their neighborhood and in
the larger community. %ﬁ‘thﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁhﬁﬁg it is concerned with the ’
A i
development of its individual members, strengthening of family life,
and the relationship of the neighborheod to the tetsl community.
Through cooperation with schools, churches, other social agoenciles,
gnblia.@f&&cia&ﬁ and civic groups, it attempts to make all necessary
services available te the neighborhood people and help them to use

the existing services and facilities more intelligently.
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Nedighborhood houge pwngramé are davg}npaﬁ agqtﬁg bapis of L/f{“gfi

Kﬁowlaﬂgﬁ gained through neighborhood studies, visits to familics and
observations of individuals as they participate in activities. In
addition, some neighborheod houses in addition to the worlk done by
theix-aw§ professional and volunteer staff, offer other wélfaxe
servieces, such as, day care centers, nursery schools or clinice
whiuhvwﬁuié not otherwise be available ih the nmigh@arﬁaé&.

o The high percentage of working mothers in this area necessi~
ltaﬁea‘$erious @anaiﬁawation to the inclusion in the program an
"extended day' supervision of older school children to coincide with
the mothers? working hours. The adninisgtrative intake of the Yex-
tended day' should be the coordinated efforts of all ﬁha'sanial we L
fare organizations within the area.

Anothey major area of concern ig service to the agod, atherngAﬁé
- than of an economic natures Special consideration should be given
for reereational and 1éiaure time activities, These needs should be
centered aréukﬁ’aﬁtraﬁtivéwaurraundiﬁgégfpa&sihly a fireplaca; gpecinle
type lighting, comfortable and attractive furnishings. The program
for the aged should not be epasmodic but should be a regularly

scheduled and supervised program with akiile& leadership.

y t“"ﬁv
The lack of public recreational areas poses a serious pro%iem;%xﬁuw

for private agoncics with their source of revenue cannot handle such

activities withoui tax supported agencies taking the lead in providing

the mass recreation programs.
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If the present ahnréhaﬁ can withstand the mobility of their
preosent constituents and can appeal to new residents, it will tend
to be a stabilizing influcnce in the area.

It is most important that every effort should be made to
withetand the pressure of a half-day school échedule, because of the
high number of working kﬂthﬁrﬂ inithe area, and no available day care
or “extended day" program.

This area shows the bégiﬂﬂin@ of a sound delinguency pattern.
Mot of the delinguents, so far, cﬁn be classed as social delinquentsy
a behavior characterized as aﬁv&n&ﬁ?ﬁﬁam@,‘&éatruative; restlees,
aggressive and rebeilious., They resent supervigion and authority,
and are children, who, because of their immediate environment accept
eggressiveness. Close cooperation will have to be maintained between
the polige and the Jjuvenile court. A neighborhood house is an agency
which can take the initiative to establish the cooperation on a
nwighhnrhé&é lmvelf

The influx of Negro pqyuia%iou to this area in the last five
years poses a problem which will challenge the best leadership in
the area if real social acceptance is forthcoming., This cen be accon~
plished if cach group can be helped to recognize the cultural contri=-
butions of the other, The neighborhoed house could become the
exemplary agency within the area to accomplish this inter-racial
reloationship. In many instances, of necessity, it is the neighborhooed

house that takes the initiative in social integration.
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The social problems already pointed up in the study indicates
a peed for a multiplicity of services., The peighborhood house,; or a
similar agency, could become a focal point fﬁr referral services in
cascp of fomily problems, problems for the aged, ehvironmental prob-
lenms, zoning, overcrowding and child care.

There is & need in the area for mass recreational activities
auch as parks, playgrounds, ﬁwiMWXng pools, tennis . courtas and baseball
diamonds. Much of the breakdown ofithé private ageney fieiﬁ in the
area is due to ihe?lack of facilities which necﬁsaitate carrying mass
recreation programs, becﬁuga the present private agencles are cone
cerncd with service ﬁa the individual,

Lacking too, are gymnasium facilities, This creates problems
for providing the desired amount of sports activities fa& boys and
girls.

A1l of the facts brought together in this thesis lead to the
conclusion that invasion of Ceénsus Tracts 7, 8, 9 and 10 has occurred.
The Negro population replacing the white population has brought about
new culiural and social characteristics indicating the presence and
potential increase of various problems in the area. In brief, they
point up social problems of the area.

In recommending a neighborhood house as a primary agency to
sorve this area, it is well to remember that no nejghborhood house,
recreational or leisure time program, can rise above the level of its

leadership. Therefore, high standards of leadership, whether paid or
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volunteer, must be secured to reduce to a minimum the gap beiween

the possible and actual effectiveness of a service,
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APPENDIX B

This is a term adopted from botony and zoology. It

means a study of the spatial distribution of & population in refere
ence to material and social causges and effects.

Leoolegical Mobility. This refers to the movement in space

from onc definite location to another, i. e.; change in residence.

Soelal Digorgenisation. This is a breakdown in the equilibrium

of forees, a decay in the social structure, mo that old habits and
forms of social control no longer fun¢tion effectively.

Invagion. This occurs when a group of different economic or

cultural status moves into an area occupied by a group possessing
superior status, gradually taking over the distriet and changing its
complexion to match the culture of the invading element,

Neighborhood., This denotes an area with falrly well-defined

boundaries, occupied by individomls or families living in close
physical proximity., From a social-psychological point of view the
emphasis would be upon the attitudes of neighbors toward each other
and of the emotional intensity of the interaction.

Ethnic Group. This is a subgreup within a larger group bound

together by somo special ties of its own, usuvally race or nationality,
religion, or other culturael affiliations.

Family Disorgenization. In the broadest sense, family disore

ganization may be thought to include any sort of non-harmonious func«
tioning within any of the several types of family. Any such family
disorganization may include not only tensions between husband and wife

but those arising betwoen children and parents as well.
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When & sizable segment of the

community puts ita own economic interests, its own religious sectar-~
ianism, or its own pleasure above the welfare of the group, community

disorganization exists,
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APPENDIX C
OF STATISTICAL DATA

U. 8. Bureau of ﬂen@gg; Census of Housing, 1980,

Board of BEducation, Year End Summaries, 1950-1955,

Calvin Memorial Church Study by George L. Wilber, January, 1956.

Near North Side Study, Social Planning Unit, United Community
Services, Omsha, Nebraska, 1954,

& Btudy of the Neighborbood House of Omeha City Mission, Bocial
Plannnng ﬁnit, United Community ﬁervicaa, Omaha , Webrask&, 1951,

Omaha Juvenile Court Record; 1950-1985,
(maha Police Department, Juvenile Youth Bureau.
Omaha Police Blotter Records, January, Mapch, May, June, 1955.

Omaha Douglas County Health Department, Vital ﬁtati&txn& Record,
1953-1955,

Individual Case loads reported by: Visiting Nurse Asseociation,
Douglas County Assigtance Bureau, ?amily Bervice, Salvation
Army, Creighton Clinicy Bniversity of Nebrashka Clinic,

Youth Serving Agencies) Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Campfire Girl&,
Y.H.C.A, and the Y.W.C.A,

Personal Inquiries were made to the following agencies.

1. Pastor of Saered Heart Churchj Minister of Calvin Memorial
Church,

2. Chairman, Omaha Real Estate Board.

3. Director, Omaha Urban lLeague.

4. Director of United Community Services.

B. President of Omaha Council of Churches.

6. Director, Parks and Recreation,

7. Principles of lLothrop, lake and Sacred Heart Schools.
8. Director of Hedevelepment Program, Omeha, ﬁehramk&.

9. Resgidents in area.



APPENDIX D 84
Christ Child Society
1248 South 10th Street
March 23, 1956

Dear Teacher:

The Chriat Child &0¢iaty has purchased a piece of property at
2&11 Emmet Street as the future North Christ Child Center.

One of our concerns is the number of working mothers and the
care of their youngsters as a means of determining the need for a
nursery school or an extended school day recreation program.

Wil yan please help us gather information concerning this
prﬁblem? All we are interested in is the gemeral itrend, so it is
aot necessary te bhave absolute accuracy. Possibly a show of hands
from the children on each question would be sufficient to give us
the initial information we desire from thdé form below,.

Since we are going to work on these figures over the week-end,
pleage £i1l ocut the form and return to My, Widow's office so we ‘
may pick up these forms at the close of school today, Friday, M¥March 23,

Thank you for your cooporation, and I sincerely hope that as
our plans progréss we can share them all with you,

 Sincerely,

{Miss) Mary E. Flannigan
Executive Secretary

Grade e
Actual Tetal Enfollm@nt -
Number Present Today
Number of children whose motherﬁ worls B

Children of working mothers are cared fbr‘by:v

Sister or Brother Number .
Grandmothey Number
Other Relatives Rumber
Heighbors Number
Father Nunmbery

No one Number

Other Kumber
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