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I, PIONEER SISTERS IN AMERICA AND NEBRASKA, 1920-1925

U give Him to you that you may make Him grow.'  With these words,
the Virgin Mary extended the Infant Jesus to the open arms of Blessed
Alix Le Clerc;l Since that.fision in 1597, nearly four‘hundfed years
ago, the School Sisters de Notre Dame have carried on the work of educa-
tion begun by AlixiLe Clerc and a small band of women, under the direction
of St. Peter Fourier. On Christmas night 1597, a new Religious Order
came into being in_Lqrraine, France.2 From here the Coﬁgregation spfead
throughout Europe. In 1853 the Reverend Gabriel Schneider established
‘the School Sisters de Notre Dame in Czechoslovakia. Like Peter Fourier
before him, Schneider recognized the need for Religious Sistefs to whom
the education of youth, and‘éf girls in particular, could be entrusted.3

By 1903, the golden jubilee year, the Congregation in Burope was
educating 14,529 children in over fifty kindergartens, nineteen elemen-

tary and eight secondary schools, and in various music, sewing, and

cooking classes. The Sisters also taught in two colleges. which offered

1Margaret St. L. West, Blessed Alix Le Clerc, 1576-1622, (London:
Holbrook and Son, Ltd., 1947), p. 55. (Hereafter cited as West,
Blessed Alix.) ‘

ZIbid., p. 58.

3Sister Mary Qualbertina Vanek de N.D., "History of the School
Sisters de Notre Dame, Omaha, Florence Station, Nebraska," 1924, Hand-
written MS, Notre Dame Convent Archives, Notre Dame Motherhouse, 3501
State Street, Omaha, p. 1. (Hereafter cited as Vanek, "History of
School Sisters;' Convent Archives cited as NDCA.)

1



norma; training courses for primary teachers. Each year, the Congrega-
tion accepted more-schools aﬁd other institutions, such as;orphanages,
homes for the elderly, or asylums for ’(‘:he‘}feeble‘.l+

In 1907 the Reverend Ladislav A. Kioucek of Cleveland, Ohio re-
quested the Notre Dame Sisters,of Czéchoslovakia to open a school in his
parish. That same year, the Reverend Charles Bleha of St. Louis, Missouri
-asked for‘Sistersnto operéte an orphanage which gould evehtually‘become
the motherhouse of an American Province éf the Congregation. Although
several Sisters volunteered, and some‘began courses in the English lan-
guage, nothing develoPed from these»offers.5

A third rgqueSt from America for Sisters of the Czech nationality
came in November 1908. According to the 1920 census, the total Czech
population in Nebraska was 15,8i8; in Omaha, 4;305; in Iowa, 9,150.
The Nebraska counties of Butler, Colfax, Saunders, and Saline each had
over a thousand Czechs; Douglas had 4,500.6 As conservers of tradition
and of their Christian culture, tﬁe Czechs struggled during their early
years in Nebraska and Iowa to preserve this "heritage of the fathers.”7

The Liberal Czechs (Qr Freethinkers) taught the Czech language and cul-

ture outside of the public school hours; the Catholics included Czech

QCentennial, 1853-1953, printed for the private use of the Notre
Dame Sisters, Omaha, 1953, p. 72-75, 87. (Hereafter cited as Centennial.)

Ibid., p. 19.

6U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth
Census of the United States, 1920: Population, 3:593, 317, 606,

 Vladimir Kucera and Alfred Novacek, eds., Czechs and Nebraska
(Ord, Nebraska: Quiz Graphic Arts, Inc., 1967), p. 25, 26.




in the regular hours of the school day, but used the Epglish language

in teaching the other subjecfs.8 Aware that the Cathoiic Czech immi-
grants in hié diocese lacked elementary and secondary educational oppor-’
tunities,'which would provide instruction in the Catholic religion as
well as the Czech language, the Most Reverend Thomas Bonacum, Bishop of
Lincoln, while on a vacation in Europe, visited the Sisters wifh the
intention of obtaining some for the'échdols‘among'the Czech Catholics

9

under his jurisdiction. The following‘year‘the prelate returned to
discuss further the acceptance of these schools with Mother General
Cyrilla Marsik, hér assistaﬁts, and the Reveréhd Anthony Polansky, the
chaplain, Mother Cyrilla considered accepting‘the Lincoln diocese
offer, provided there would be a guarantee of financial support for the
Sisters.lo . |
Meanwhile, Father Bleha was négotiating with the Board of Directors
of the Hessoun Orphanage in Fenton; Missouri for the conditions the:
Sisters had stipulated befo;e they would accept this worke. The Board °
agreed to the conditions, and the signed contract reached Mother Cyrilla
on 27 March 1910. Receiving the approval to enter his diocese from the

Most Revérend John Glennon, Archbishop of St. Louis, the Sistersjcom-'

pleted their preparations for the journey to America.ll

8Rose Rosicky, comp., A History of Czechs in Nebraska (Omaha:
‘National Printing Co., 1929), p. 419. '

9Sister Mary Immaculata Polak de N.D., "An Appraisal of the Educa-
" tional Efforts of Mother Mary Gualberta de N.D.," (Master's thesis,
Creighton University, Omaha, 1947), p. 4. (Hereafter cited as Polak,
"Educational Efforts.") .

lOCentennial, p. 19-20.

1pi4., p. 20.



The first pioneers chosen to continue the apostoléte across the
ocean were Sister’M. Gualberta Krivanec, the superior, Sister M. Caroline
Babacek, Sister'M. Xavier Hava, Sister M. Qualbertina Vanek, and Sister
M. Nothburga Komrska. With the blessings.énd farewells of their own
Sisters, and of their biéhop, the Most Reverend Joseph A. Hulka, who
had written a.leﬁter of recommendation to the Arcﬁbishop of St. Louis,

12

the Sisters embarked upon their-voyége on 27 April 1910. At Bremen,

Germany the group of five boarded the ship Grosser Kurfirst. They

arrived in New York on the tenth of May, and reached St. Louis on the
twelfth.13

The Sisters remained with the German Notre Dame Sisters at St. John
Nepomuk Convent in St. Louis until 23 May when the‘Hessoun Orphanage in
 Fenton was ready for océupancy.lq In July 1911 a second group of five
Sisters‘and'three_candidates arrived in America.l5 The following month,
upon the request of thelReverend John Stephen Broz, a renowned Bohemian
poet and historian, five Sisters journeyed to Dodge, Nebraska to conduct
the Catholic school in his parich.t® |

With the reception of the girls f:om Czechoslovakia into the

Sisterhood in 191%, and the acceptance of young girls of the Czech

12"Conveﬁt de Notre Dame Chronicle, 1910-1957," HandwrittenvMs;
translated from the Czech, NDCA, p. 2. (Hereafter cited as "Convent
Chronicle.") ‘

13Centennial, pe 20.

po1ak, "Educational Efforts," p. 13.

156entennial, p. 20,

16

_ Vanek, "History of School Sisters," p. 6; "Convent Chronicle,"
Pe 6b.



nationality from America, the young Cbngregation in ihe'United States was
able to branch out into the teaching apostolate in Iowa, Nebraéka, and
at the orphanage in Fenton, Missouri.l7 Mother Gualberta, engrossed in
the educational tfaining of the teaching Sisters and the placement of
qualified teachers in the Czech parish schools, delayed the purchase of
a home for the Congregation. Mother had hopéd‘to make either épillville
or Cedar Rapids, Iowa the site of_the Congregational Motherhouse, but
efforts at both failed. When Father Broz suggested that the Sisters
purchése a house in Schuyler, Colfax‘County, Nebraska, they did so on
13 April 1914 and had it incorporated. under Nebraska law. The Sisters
promised fhe Czechs in Schuyler that after a year they would teach in
the school which, with the church, was under construction, and would
open a girls' boarding school in the Sisters' home.18

It was the intention of the Sisters to make Schuyler the location
for their motherhouse. However, tﬁese plans never materialized. First,
Rome did not grant permission to transfer the novitiate from Fenton,
Missouri. Secondly, the Nebraska school law requirement of certified
teachers posed a problem. Since the Congregation lacked sufficient
certified teachers to fulfill thé_pbsitions in the schools already
staffed, they had to limit the number of teaching Sisters in Schuyler.
Thus, the Sisters had a home, but it was not to be their.Motherhouse.l

On 2 October 1917, Father Broz, who had become the spiritual‘

YVanek, "History of School Sisters," p. 6.
18”Convent Chronicle," p. 1l.

19Ibid., p. 270

amccr—



director for the Congregation, visited Mother Gualberta in Cedar Rapids,
JTowa, bringing an invitation from the Right Reverend Archbishop Jeremiah
Je Hérty, D.D., to establish a novitiate in the Omaha diocese, which was
under his jurisdiction.zo Three days .later Mother Gualberta received a
letter from His Excellency in which he wrote:

I hereby invite you to make a foundation of your
community in the Diocese of Omaha. I am deeply concerned
about the welfare and the religious life of the Bohemians
in this part of Nebraska. I have visited their churches
in person and have formed a strong admiration for them.
They are a noble people and if they are cared for in these
United States they will grow in influence and power for
God and religion. They lack schools and Sisters to teach
these schools, at least those that know their language
and the traditions of their 0ld Country. Therefore, 1
would like to see a novitiate of your Sisters established
in Omaha. I would take it under my special care. « « .

Nebraska is a healthful, prosperous, growing State.

Means will not be wanting, for the Bohemians whom I have

visited show_a<disgosition to favor such a work as we

have in prospect.2 -

The invitation to establish a novitiate and possible motherhouse
in Omaha was an answer to prayer. Since their arrival in the new
couhtry, the-Congregétion had grown from the original five to fifty-two,
‘with thirteen Sisters wbrking in Iowa, and thirty-nine in Nebraska.22
Mother Gualberta had concentrated the teaching efforts of the Sisters

in the Czech settlements of these two states, declining additional

offers from Minnesota, Illinois, and Wisconsin.23 Omsha, therefore, was

DOrbide, pe 21.

‘-ZlArchbishOP,J. J. Harty to Mother Gualberta, 3 Octobef 1917,
NDCA . ) > ‘

22"Convent Chronicle," p. 31b.

23polak, "Educational Efforts," p. 15.



undoubtedly the logical placé to centralize the Congregétion of the
School Sisters de Notre Dame.

Two requests in early‘Novémber.ffom the Reverend Edward_J. Flanagan
for'éisters fo work in his new '"Boys' Home' brought two Sisters to Omaha
on 11 December 1917. In the beginning the Sisters cooked, sewed, and

.mothered the poor‘hAmeless boys. A year later Father Flanaganvasked fqr
Sister-teachers in order to comply with a court order td provide a

24 Mother Gualberta supplied a

schobl in the‘home or dismiss the lads.
Sister—ieacher.

While staying at Boys' Home during a trip tO'Omaha, Mother
Gualberta learned that Father Flanagan‘intended to-sell his ten-acre
‘"Seven Oaks Poultry Farm" in Florence, a suburb of Omaha which had been
the site of the famous Mormon'Wint_er‘Quarters.25 Originally, thié”farm
was part of a larger land grant that the United States Government had
decreed 3% March i855 to be given to’its army officers and soldiers.

Mrs. Rhoda RiCh, widow of Israel Richg captain in the War'of 1812,
received the 160-acre tract in nortthmaha. Throughout a period of
sixty-five years, many people owned the land. Thevlast; Miss Lucie C.
Harding who married Lf €. Randall Pollock of COmaha, bought the quarters
numbered 185 and 186 on 4 March 1904. Five years later she built a
residence on the property. Ill-advised to conduct a 1arge poultry farm,
Lucie Harding Pollock went:into debt when the acreage failed to produce

enough grain to feed‘the=large flock of poultry and the herd of cattle.’

Forced to sell, the owner had difficulty finding a buyer because,

2I’L"Convent Chronicle," p. 21b, 26.

22Tbid., p. 29b, 30.



“although the farm price was $9000, the debt was 314,000;26

On 10 September 1919 Bishop Harty purchased the Seven Oaks Farm
| 27

for Father Flanagan, who needed a 1arger residence. '  His ingreasing
number of homeless boys had over-crowded the rented house on South
Thirteenth Sfreet»known as the'"German Home." The ten-écre farm, hoWever,
proved to be impractical and too small. Flanagan wanted to pﬁrchase‘a'
forty-acre farm about a'mi1e west of the Seven Oaks Farm on State
Street.28

Fafher Flénagan'took Mother Gualberta and the Sister Superior at
des' Home to see the farm in Florence. The site of the Seven Oaks
Péultry Farm impressed the Sisters as a very suitable place for a novi-
tiate and eventual motherhouse. Located on a high hill west of the
historic Mormon Cemetery, the farm had an abundance of fruit and shade
trees, sufficieht ground for the cultivation of vegetables, several
well-kept buildings and a'neW‘residénce equipped with city water, elec-
tficity, and a furnace. Recognizing that the proximity t§ the city
afforded the services of the clergy, schools, hospitals, stores, and
other advantages, Mother decided to purchase the farm.29

‘First, she had to secure the approvgl for this transaction from

the Mother General in Horazdovice, Czechoslovakia. While awaiting this

permission, the Sisters gathered their meager savings to collect 314,000.

201pid., p. 37b.

27Notation on the envelope containing the Warranty Deed, NDCA.
28"Cbnvent Chronicle,'" p. 37b.

291pid., p. 29b, 30.

it



In the fall of 1919, they loaned this amount at four percent interest_to
Father Flanagan so he could buy the forty-acre farm, 'until that time

20

when a decision would come from Eﬁrope." The Notre Dame Convent
Chronicle stated that the permission from Europe arrived on 24 February
1920, and the Sisfers claimed the property in March 1920. John'Foral,
the‘tenant, stayed on the farm until 15 Jﬁne 1920 when five Sisters and
31

three aspirants occupied the house. The Warranty Deed, on the other
<hand, stated‘that'Aréhbishop Harty of Omaha sold the property to the
School Sisters de Notre Dame on 3 July 1920 for the sum of 314,000.32
The Sisters now owned a place to call their home. Sister M.
Wenceslaus, one of the second group to come to America in 1911, years
later recalled the tidy farm, the crushed rock road, seven large oak
and several apple, cherry, and mulberry tfees, and a garden éf yoﬁng
vegetables. A‘cow, several hens, and more buildings were additional

33

possessions. .
A third group of four Sisters leftrCzechoslovakia-ahd arrived in

the Midwest on 1 September 1920.34 That same autumn;lﬁother Gualberta

contracted with John Machal of Omaha-to expand the building on State

Street hill to provide a chapel, sacristy, and two rooms, Within a few

O1pid., p. 30.

3lpiq.

32Warranty Deed, NDCA.

.BBSister M. Vincent Dvorak, "Community Beginnings as Recalled by
Sister M. Wenceslaus de N.D.," ca. 1970, Typewritten MS, NDCA.

3l{P"Convent Chronicie,"_p. 22.
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years, however, thevbriginal buildiné‘proved fo be inadequate for the
growing Congregation3‘e5pecially in the summer months when the members
returned home from their” various places of a.c:tivi‘«:y.s-5 ‘The lack of
separate rooms for the diversity of Community members: Sisters, novices,
and candidates, was a hardship. Mother Gualberta also recognizéd the
need for higher educational facilities for the candidates who Qished to
join the Congregation; The simplicity and inconveniences of the present
home did not attract Czech girls to the convent. Those who did apply
for the candidature found it difficult to walk the fogr blocks down
State Street hill tb the parish church for daily Mass, and then to go

by city transit to aﬁtend classes at Sacred Heart High School, over
fifty blocks distant on Binney Street.36 Moreover, parents and daugh-
ters of the Bohemian nationélity‘ekpressed a desire for a Catholié High
School.37 Therefore, the Superior and her assistants aecided to erect
at least a third éf the_cdntem?latea Provincial Motherhouse together
with an Academy for '"their prospective candidates and others who wish to
avail themselves of the opportﬁnity of obtaining liberal education or

would want to board there.“38

35Vanek, "History of School Sisters,'" p. 12. The Sisters were
employed in Fenton, Missouri; Dodge, Brainard, and Schuyler,. Nebraskaj;
Spillville, Cedar Rapids, and Chelsea, lowa; and at St. Adalbert and
Assumption parishes and Boys' Home in Omaha. '

36"Convent Chronicle,'" p. 43b,

37"8chool Chronicle, 1926-1947," NDCA, p. 1. (Hereafter cited as
"School Chronicle.'')

38"School Sisters de Notre Dame, Omaha, Florencc Station, Nebraska,"
1939, Typewritten MS, NDCA, p. 3; Vanek, "History of School Sisters,'"
‘P. 12.  If the Sisters intended Czech girls to attend Notre Dame Academy,
one wonders why they built eighty-four blocks north of Dodge Street when
the Czech population was concentrated in an area some thirty blocks south
of Dodge.
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1Early in the fall of 1924 Matthew J. Lahr, the aréhitect, began to
design the new structure.39 Hé presentedvthe first drawing of the
E-shaped building on 18 February 1925. After consultation with’the
Sisters, he and Carl Stangél, his assistant, made revisions. The bids
of fourteen contractors were opened on 10 August 1925. The highest bid
was $145,851.00. R. L. Hyde, whose bid of $123,896.00 was thellowest,
received the building contract. Mothef M. Gualberta and Siste: M.
\Gustava Melmer, her secretary, signed the contracts on 13 August 1925
with Attorney Joseph Votava and Matthew Lahr as witnesses.
Ground-breaking ceremonies, held 15 August 1925, drew a crowd of
about fifty people, besides the clergy and Notre Dame Sisters. The
Right Reverend Monsignor'John Vranek, papal prelate and poet-priest of
Omaha, turned the first spade of.sod. Speeches by Monsignor Vranek,
the Reverend Timothy'O'Driscoll,"paStor of the Florence parish, and
Lahr followede. The Reverends Leopoid Blaschkb, John Krajicek, and
Edward Cepuran ended the momentous celebration with Benediction.ul
. Two days later the preliminary work began. Laborers measured the
ground and felled many trees that grew on the proposed building site.
The next day more than forty men started work on the‘foundation.hz

During their fifteen years in America the Sisters had worked hard

and sacrificially. Bécause'of their small income and their generosity

59"School Sisters de Notre Dame," 1949, Typewritten MS, p. 5, NDCA,

qo"Convent Chronicle," p. 48b, 49b, 50.
41 '

"School Chronicle," p. 1; "Convent Chronicle," p. 50.

42

"Convent Chronicle,' p. 50b.
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'in helping their Sisters and others in Europe before and after World War I,
the young Congregation accumulated very little savings.' Therefore they
realized the need for benefactors when they undertook the expensive

building projecte. 'Latevin August 1925 the Sisters sent a plea for dona-

tions to fhe editors of the Czech newspapers Hlas and Ceska Zena, pub-=

.lichod'in S5t. Léuis, and the Chicago papers, Katolik, Narod, and ngz
Domov. The appeals brought $1000 in less thanftwo mont:hs.l1L3
| The Czech people of Omaha and the périshes in other towns were

aware of the poverty of the Sisters. A group of women, headed Dby
Mrs. Anton Tusa and Mrs. M. J. Lahr, wife of the architect, sponsoxad
cérd parties, cake sales, and fandy_work raffles for thé Sisters' bénefit.
Holy Trinity pariéh in Brainard, Nebraska donated $2600.00, the proceeds
from a bazaar. A letter which the Reverend Bishop Francis Beckman sent
to the Czech priests in the Lincoln diocese brought financial responses
from several parishes. A campaign in Sbuth Omaha, St. Wenceslaus Parish
in Omaha, and in Howells, Nebraska brought over'ﬁlo,OOO.hq

The ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone took place on
1 November 1925. The Right Reverend Francié J. Beckman, Bishop of
Lincoln, blessed the cornerstone in the presence of eleven clergy, and
more than five hundred prominent people of Omaha,‘friends from Bohemian
parishes in Nebraska, and delegates from.Kansas, Missouri; Iowa, and

L5

Oklahoma. The Right Reverend Monsignor Alois J. Klein of Brainard,

uBVanek, "History of School Sistérs,” Pe 13} “Convent Chronicle,"
pe 50b. :

Ll | -
" ""Convent Chronicle," p. 48b, 56.

45”School Chrbnicle,“‘p. 1l; Omaha World-Herald, ca. 1925, unidén#‘
tified clipping, 6 November 1925, Notre Dame Academy Early Days, Scrap-
book B, NDCA. (Hereafter cited as NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B.)




13

friend and adviser to the Notre Dame Sisters, delivered the principal
address in Latin, English, and Bohemian. Among the othér dignitaries
to speak at this occésion were the Reverend William J. Grace, .president
of Creighton University, the‘Reverend:Charles‘Bleha frem the HéssQun
Orphanage in Fenton, Missouri; and the officiating prelate, Bishop
Becl_cm.an.b'6 Mayor James C. Dahiman praised the new institution of learn-
ing and Stanislaus Serpan, the Czechoslovak consul, coggratulated the
Sisters on their achievements in America in such a relativeiy short span
of years.47
The box within the cornerstone contained the dedicatory aocuments
signed in three languages, a shorp hisfory of the Congregation in the
Czech and English languages, photbgraphs of tﬂe superiors in Czechoslovakia
and America, a list of the Sisters and candidates in the.Uhited States
according to their entrance dates apd areas of activity, coins, medals,
and holy picfures.48 The stone dis?lays the cross and lily insignia of
the School Sisters de Not;e Dame; the initials "4A.M.D.G.3" the name of
the institution, ''Notre Dame Academy}” and "Nikomu Ne8koditi, VSem
Prospéti,“ the motto of St. Peter Fourier, the founder of the Congrega-

L9

tion.

_ L’6Unidentified clipping, 6 November 1925, NDA Early Days, Scrap-
book B, NDCA. K

lW"School Chronicle,' p. 1; Omaha World-Herald, ca. 1925, NDA
Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA. :

48”Conv¢nt Chronicle," p. 53b.

ugcornerstone. A.M.D.G. are the initials for "Ad Majorem Dei
Gloriam," literally translated as "All for the honor and glory of God.,"
"Nikomu Ne§koditi, VSem Prosp&ti'' means "Harm None, Help All."
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State school officials informed thg Sisters &hat the school would
receive approval the first year of operation, minor'accreditation'the
second year, and full accreditation when it met all the stategrequire4
ments.,  After”considering these matters, and noting fhe satisféctofy
progress on the cénstrﬁctiqn, the Sisters decided on 12 April 1926 to
open the school the following autumn. ILater that same month two fires,

' which cracked twenty-four windows, burned the wood poftions and smoke-
damaged the walls and ceilings, temporarily delayed the work.50

Sunday, 15 August 1926, was Dedication Day for Notre Dame Academy
and Motherhouse, The ceremonies began at 3:00 P.M. with a processiqn
of flower giris‘in white; the Sodality of Blessed Agnes from Brainard;
the Omaha Catholic lodges with their banners; representatives from the
Dominicans,. Poor Clares, and Servants of Mary; over sixty School Sisters
de Notre Dame; civic dignitafies; thirty priests and'Several monsignors;
and fhe presiding prelate. The Right Reverend Francis J. Beckman, apos-

ol

tolic administrator of Omaha, performed the solemn blessing. In his
principal address, His Excellency éongratulated all those who had helped

to establish the institution and who understood the significance of the

5O"Comrent Chronicle," p. 55b.

51Ibid., p. 58b; "School Chronicle," p. 2. Among the clergy
present were Rt. Rev., Msgr. Alois J. Klein, Brainard; Rt. Rev. Msgr.
A. J. Colaneri, chancellor of the Omaha diocese; Rt. Rev. Msgr. C.
Mugan of St. Joseph Hospitalj the Reverends Edward Cepuran (Chapuran),
John Krajicek, Leopold Blaschko, and Timothy O'Driscoll, all from Omzha;
John Komrska, spiritual director from Horazdovice, Czechoslovakia;
Martin Bogar, Touhy, Nebraska; M. V. Nemec, Wahoo, Hebraska; Francis J.
Kopecky, Weston, Nebraska. The civil dignitaries included Mayor James
Dahlman, Czech Consul Stanislaus Serpan, City Commissioner Joseph

Koutsky, and County Superintendent H. M. Eaton.
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opening of Notre Dame Academy to the area.52 Mayor Dahiman‘voiced the
congratulations of the people of Omaha, who would.atfempt to "fill this
spacious academy with . . . young ladies desirous of higher education."
Czechoslovak Consul Serpan spoke in his native tongue of the tremendous .
undertaking of Mother Gualberta to provide not only a school for seculaf
knowigdge and religious principles, but also for the cultivation and
appreciation of '"the history and literature of their erefathers;"
Another visitor from their homeland,vFathér John Komrska, extolled the
sacrifices of the pioneer Sisters andvpraisedvthe "heroism and courage
of the Czech people" to whom he appealed for support and care of the
institution. As Master of Ceremonies, the Reverend Timothy O'Driscoll
Qf Omaha gave credit to M. L. Lahr for his devoted and personal inspection
and approval of the 5uilding materials, and for his frequent visifs to

53

the edifice at Thirty~-fifth and State Stfeet. Prominent Omaha women,
who had assisted the Sisters in numérous ways since they first moved to
the Seven Oaks Poultry Farm, sold refreshments to the guests and provided
a lunch for the clergy, Sisters and dignitaries,sq

One newspaper account of the dedication ceremony carriéd‘a detailed
description of the new day and boarding high school for girls. Speci-
fying the rooms for each of the three floors, the article praised the

building, "built to promote the highest standards of educationj; all the

most modern facilities for academic courses are provided.'" There was a

52Unidentified clipping, ca. 1926, NDA Early Days, Scrapboock B,
NDCA, : ' ‘

2’Ibid.

‘squid.;."Conveht Chronicle,'" p. 59.

e ——
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tﬁenty—station house phone system, an electric clock system controlled
from a central'station, and rooms equipped with radio plugs for loud
speakers or headsets.,. The newspaper elaborated on the aesthetic loca-
tion of the Academy: the verdant Florence Hills, the_picturesque view of
" the Missouri River from the fire éscape, the Mormon ceméfery to the east,
and the surrounding terrain. The article ciéarly.stated that the aim of
the Sisters was to "qffer the best possible educational advantages: to
girls--not only to Bohemian girls . . . but a hearty invitation is ex~
tended to all the American girls . . . regardless of thgir nationality."55
With the completion of Notre Dame Academy, the Séhool Sisters de
Notre Dame had the opportunity to carry on the manda;é given to Blessed
Alix Le Clerc in the sixteenth century: ﬁTake this Child and'méké Him
grow." True, the Sisters were teaching in several parish schools in

Iowa and Nebraska since 1911. Notre Dame Academy, however, was their

very own school.

55Unidentified clipping, ca. 1926, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,
NDCA., ' ' ‘



II. THE DAWN OF A NEW SCHOOL, 1926-1935

| Notre Déme Academy officially opened her doors as a high school

for girls on 8 September 1926, Twenty-six girls enrélled in the ninth,
tenth, and eleventh grades that fipSt year; four of these were day
s.tude_nts.l The roll call included students, the majority'of them of the
Czech nationality, from Janesville, Wisconsin; Atwood, Kansas; Chelsea,
Griswold, Pocahantas, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Albion, Dodge, Friend,
Florence, and Omaha, Nebraéka.2 |

The Sisters advertised their Academy through the Czech newspapers,
such as Katolik, and the diocesan papers.in Nebraska and Towa. The ele~
mentary schools in the Czech parishes of Omaha and the Nebraska and Iowa
towns where the Sisters taught, pro&ided most of the students for the
Academy. Priests of the Czech nationality who knew the Notre Dame Sisters
also encouraged young girls to attend the Academy.

The pioneer faculty consisted of Sister M. Qualbertina Vanek, the
principal who also taught Christian Doctrine, algebra, Latin, English,
and Czech; Sister M. Gabriel Klein, physics,_general science, shorthand,

geometry, Caesar, glee, and gym teacher; Miss Viola Kastl, history,

1"School Chronicle,' p. 2.

2"Convent Chronicle,'" ps 59; unidentified clipping, ca. 1926,

Notre Dame Academy Early Days, Scrapbook B, Notre Dame Convent Archives,
Omaha. - (Hereafter cited as NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.)
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English, and type teacher; Sister M..Symphorosa Neuner, music teacher; and

3

Sister M. Januarie Cemper, art teacher, Sisters M. Symphorosa, Januarie,
and Qualbertina received. the major portion of their education in
Czechoslovakia; the last also obtained her bachelor's degree énom
Creighton University in Omaha. Sister M. Gébriel, who received both the
bachelor and master degrees at Creighton had multiple ’c::;a‘].em:s.,tr Qualified
to teach several subjects, she also composed music, poetry, and plays,
' upholstered furniture, painted, designed clothes, and played the piano,
organ, and violin. |

From the very beginning, Notre Dame Academy devoted itself to the
physical, intellectual, and spiritual development of the girls. Ac¢§rd-
ing to Mother Gualberta, the purpose of gducation was to méke the student
"an honest person, a good citizen, a true Christian, and ultimately a
prospective saint."5 Along with religious instruction, the curriculum
included "a complete course of cultural and informational value suffi-
cient . . . to prepare « .0 girls for a livelihood and for active partic-
ipation in the_life of their_community.”6 Therefore, the'schooi offered
an academic course, a business course, and music and art courses for

. .

enrichment.’ The music and art, as well as handiwork, date back to

3"School Chronicle," p. 2; '"Convent Chronicle," p. 59. Miss Kastl
received an annual salary of $400, plus room and board at the Academy.

gInterview with Sister M. Loyola Samek, 5 August 1975.
5

6Ibid.,- p. 62.

Polak, "Educational Efforts," p. 59.

- ‘

"Student Life, Sacred Heart Academy, Lisle, Illinois, November '
1927, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA. (Hereafter cited as Student
Life.) o ' :
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St. Peter Fourier's Plan of Studies in the seventeentﬁ bexitury.8 Music
added lighthearted gaiety to'the-routine‘of a school day; art prcvided
an outlet for the creative-taients of the students. Since the'majority
of.the girls would eventually'become'wiveS-and mothers, the knowledge of
.sewing,'knitting, crocheting, mending, patching, and'darning would prove
valuable in laler years.9 In their dressmaking courses, they iearned to
design, cut patterns, remodel and convert new materials.into attractive
garments.lo Style shqws, which became customary at the Academy, provided
an opportunity for the young dressmakers to exhibit.and model their com-
pleted Qutfits.

Physical education began on. a limited scale that first year.
Sister M. Gabriel taught dancing. At the request‘of'Mother,Gualberté,
Miss Ann Rozmajzl, a member of the Catholic Sokol gymnastic team, came
tp the Academy one night a week to conduct drills and games with the
boarders. These drill classes were‘chiefly for recreation; the girls
received no high school credit for them.ll In 1929 the school hired
Miss Marie Hermanek, a gfaduate of the University of Nebraska, as phys-
ical education teacher.la The girls formed volleyball teams, the

Cardinals and the Bluejays, and had regular intramural games and

8West, Blessed Alix, p. 30.

9Polak, "Educational Efforts," p. 63.

1O5tudent Life, April 1930.

lllnterview with Ann Rozmajzl, Omaha, 21 June 1975. Miss
Rozmajzl, a bank employee at the time, accepted no remuneration for
her services.

lzstudent Life, November 1929.
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tournaments.13
All institutions of learning on the elementary'and secondary level,
whether private or public, must meet state requirements before:approval
and/or accreditation of that school. In addition, Catholic schopls are
subject to diocesan standafds. $o assist scﬁools in developing the
curriculum, meeting classroom regulations,vfulfilling teacher certifi-
cation, and provi&ing the necessaryteducational.facilities and equipment,
both state and diocesan inspectors regularly visit the school., In April
1927 Archer L. Burnﬁam, Director of Secondary Education and Teacher
Training at the University of Nebraska, and the Reverend Joseph H.
Ostdiek, the first superintendent of the Omaha diocesan schools,'visited
Notre Dame Academy together. Professor Burnham recommended the intro-
duction of a two-year commercial class to prepare stenographers. Sister
Qualbertina informed thevinspector that Sister M. Antoinette Bartek was
attending Duchesne College in Omahe‘in preparation for teaching the com-
mercial courses in the i‘allc,ll+
. Father Ostdiek was to make an annual visitation at the‘Academy
until 1942 when the Reverend Paul Schneider aseumed the job of superin-
tendent. After one such occasion, Father Ostdiek wrote in his report:
There are many commendable features about Notre
‘Dame Academy. One cannot help but be impressed with the
splendid building conditions, the indexed library, the
science laboratory, the spacious study halls, the maps.

and the classroom furniture. I also admired thi5rever—
ence as well as the good behavior of the girls.

13Ibid.; November 1928, November 1929, January 1929.

lq"SchOOIIChronicle," Pe 2e

PIbid., p. 9; Student Life, November 1929.




21

. He praised Notre Dame as "a great insfitution with a very promising
future, for genuine characters are being moﬁlded there according to the
principles of our Catholic religion.”l6'

Various state<and local personnel made officiarl visits #ﬁd inspec-
tions of the school in these early years. Among them were Leon O. Smith,
assistant superintendent of the Omaha public_schoqls;-Frank E. Bowers,
diréct§f of secondary educafion at the University; and‘Dr. Albert A.
Reed, Head of the University pf Ngbraska Extension'Division. Noting

~ the constant progress of the school, their comments expressed."highesf
satisfaction‘in every regard."l7‘

Sister Quélbertina began negotiations for accreditation of the
school before the fall term in 1928 Ey consulting the Reverend D. B.
O'Connor, State Supervisor of Catholic Schools, and Father Ostdiek.

Early in September, Fathér O'Connor presented the'application for accred-
itation to the State University Accreditation Department. On 25 September
Dr. Georgelw. Rosenlof, State Director of Secondary‘Education, and_thé
Reverends O'Connor and Ostdiek conducted an official inspection of the
students! work, the classes in session, and the school équipment. They

.placed Notre Dame on‘the'list of fully accredited schools of the State
of N_ebraska.18 Sister Qualbeftina‘received confirmation of the accredi-
tation in a letter from Dr. Rosenlbf, déted 8 October 1928, 1In expressing

congratulations for her efforts of the past year, Dr. Rosenlof wrote:

16
NDCA.

17"School Chronicle,'" p. 4, 10, 19; unidentified clipping, ca. '
1934, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

18

Unidentified ciipping, ca, 1927, NDA Barly Days, Scrapbook,B;

"School Chronicle;" p. 5-6.
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I want to compliment you upon the very wonderful
building in which you are working, the ample quarters,
-the very satisfactory arrangements as regards class-
rooms, laboratories, and the like. I also want to speak
of the fine work that all of your teachers are doing.
We were most pleased with the teaching being done.

- I want to assure you that it is our desire to
render you every possible service to the end that the
school at Notre Dame may continue to grow anﬁgbecome
a positive factor in the education of youth.

When word of Notre Dame Academy's accreditation reached the Right
" Reverend Joseph F.vRummel, Bishop of Omaha, he wrote to Mother Gualberta:

Let mé congratulate you and your Sisters upon
attaining full recognition for your Academy as an
accredited Institution of the State. This is the
result of your hard labors and continuous efforts to
meet with the requirements of our educational laws.
That you should have attained this distinction after
so short an experience with educational conditions
in these parts, is an additional credit to you. God
is evidently blessing your work and will, I am sure,
continue to give his grace to ySBr endeavors in the
interest of Catholic education.

The faculty employed every available teaéhing technique to provide
the students with opportunities for self-expression. They'encouraged
the annual:observation of American Educatibh Week in Novémber. The
various classes were responsible for a short érogram each day. These
generally'were speechesvon such topics as’patriotism, home and séhool day,
Catholic action, the advantages of a Catholic boarding school, and

21

character~building in the hone. In 1932 the seniors debated on '"Radio

193, w. Rosenlof to Sr. M. Qualbertina, 8 October 1928, NDCA.

203, F. Rumiel, Bishop of Omaha, to Rev. Hother Gualberta,
2 October 1928, NDCA, '

2luschool Chronicle,” p. 14, 21, 25, 34; Student Life, December
1929, 1930. ‘ ‘
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sﬁrpasses printing in significance as‘an‘educational factor.'" That same
year Geraldine Goodman, a freshman, composed and direéted a playlet,
"The Inevitablé at a Teacher College,'" which provokéd much merriment
among the students.22 |

Since debates were a popular teaching tool for research and the
development of oratorical skill, the teachers incorporated them into
their English classes. Although current issues were fhe topics,‘the
girls had fun with the debates, especially the one dealing with "Resolved:
That bread folls should’be_madé in the form of a créscent, not straight,
and sprinkled with caraway seed, not poppy seed." Seriously and very
earnestly, the téams‘érgued from the standpoint of '"modern'economy,

s Needless to

précticability, sociolpgy, and even literature'aﬁd art.
. 8aY, there'was no winning team. |

Lectures and tours to various businesses were also part of the
edﬁcational program at Notre Dame. One favorite lecturer, who invariably
talked about the Guardian Angei regardless of the topic, was the Reverend
Francis Deglman, S.J. of Creightén University. He came each yeér from
1930 until his death in II.'955.,2L+ As part of their training, the commercial
classes toured several businesses, including the Northwestern Beil
Telephone-Company, the Douglas County Court House, Iten Biscuit Company,

the World-Herald plant, and radio‘station‘WAAw.25

22"School Chronicle,'" p. 25.

ZBStudent Life, February 1931.
2b'."School Chronicle,"'p. 18, 163; The True Voice, Omaha, 18
February 1955, p. 2.

25

"School Chronicle," p. 4; Student Life, June 1929.
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Sister M, Gabriel, who had charge of glee from 1926, organized the
schoolt's first 6rchestra in 1931, The orchestra was in populaf demand
for concerts at the Academy and elsewhére. It fufhished music for the
Neuman Club Fun Night at Blessed Sacrament parishj; entertained the
Parent-Teacher Association at St. Philip Neri; participated in thé;
annual playlat Sﬁ. Adalbgrt parish; and presented a musical prégram
over station WAAW, 'Along>with the Glee Club, the orchestra also pro-
vided entertainment for the elderly at the Florence Home for the.Aged
on several occasiqns.26

Mother'Gualberta had realized the educational value of mastering
a foreign‘1ahguage,.especially the mother ‘tongue of one's forefathérs.27‘
Through her instrumentality, and that of the principal, the curriculum
required that the Czech students study the language, culture and‘customs
as a way of preserving their Czeéh heritage.  The girls listened to
radio programs from Prague, Czechoslovakia which featured the Prague
Teachers' Chorus; Prime‘Minister Edward Benes, who spoke in Czech‘and
English; and various Cz.echvmusicians.28 In 1931 the Notre Dame studgnts
began correspondence with girls from the Institution of Saint Anne, a
college conducted by the School Sisters de Notre Dame in Prague.29 The

following year Sister Qualbertina organized a Czech Club which provided

opportunities for the girls of any nationality to enrich their lives

26"School Chronicle,'" p. 20-21, 26-27, 31; unldentlfled cllppings,
1933, 1934, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

27P<>latk, "Educational Efforts," p. 63.

28"School Chronicle," pe 15,

29bide, p. 21.



a5

through play productions,'éames, music, and other educational media in
.the Czech language.BO |

The spiritual development and growth of the students played a
vital role in the educationél efforts of the staff at the schéol.“One
tradition that started in 1926 and continued until the‘Academ& closed in
1974 was thg spiritual retreat of three days.sl Often the retreat pre-.
ceded an important feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary. After attending a
Sodality Convention at Creighton University, the students officially
organized a Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 8 December 1928.32
A month later they elected officers, who also chaired the Eucharistic,
Mission, Our Lady's and the Social and Publicity Commiffees.53

The Sodality was a very active organization. Spiritually, it
sponsored novenas in honor of the Spdality patronesses, discussion and
reports on religious topics, the aﬁnual retreat, and the annual May

2L

crowning ceremony., The Sodality ‘combined a mission activity with
wholesome entertainment. Candied applés and popcorn sales, bunco parties,
raffles, and plays were éméhg the numerous projects which the various

committees conducted among the students. From the’proceeds; the Sodality

sent donations to the missions in Puerto Rico, Africa, China, India, and

*Ipid., p. 25.

31bide, pe 3.

32”School Chronicle,'" p. 6; Student Life, January 1929.

335tudent Life, February 1929.

'zu"School Chronicle," p. 6, 9-10, 33; Student Life, March 1930,
February 1931. ' . ’
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in Pine Ridge, South-Dakota.35 They mailed boxes of ﬁéys and clothes,
some of which the students sewed, to Holy Rosary, a Jesuit mission for
Indians in South Dakota.36
The Depression'years'ngtwithstanding, the Sodalists sacrificed
much in order to assist financially the missions'at home and abroad.
The students adopted the terminology of the relief measures of thé New
Deal in sponsoring benefit entértaiﬁment. ”The Sociai and Publicity.
Committee, for example, rallied to the cause of a "Mission Recovery Act,"
a version of the National Industrial Recovery Act, to raise money for the
missions.37
Notre Dame Academy's early interest in missionary work led the
. students to get involved in organizing the Catholic Students' Mission
Crusade (C.S.M.C.) in the Omaha diocese. Theresa Fiala represen£ed
Notre Dame at the first Student Mission Rally held in Omaha in 1930.
At this rally, the Right Reverend M;nsignor Fo A. Thill, national director
of the C.5.M.C., addressed the delegates from every Catholic high school
38

in the city, thus initiating the organization in Omaha, Notre Dame
had a student on the Executive Board for the Omaha diocese in 1930

(Lillian Zaloudek) and 1931 (Gertrude Nesladek),39 Annually the C.S.M.C.

35Student Life, February 1929, April 1929, May 1930, January 1931;
"School Chronicle,'" p. 12, 20. Bunco is a game of chance utilizing dice.

36”School Chronicle," p. 21, 338; unidentified clipping, ca. 1932,
NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA, '

37
NDCA.

38

Unidentified clipping, ca. 1934, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,

"School Chronicle," p. 9o

39Ibid., p. 14, 20; Student Life, March 1930.



27

held a Missién Rally to display the various projects of the participating
schools, and to inspire morefactivity for'the missions.

The inter-school debafes were a very popular C.S.M.C. project.
Notre Dame entered into these debates wholeheartedly. In 1931 Lillian
Zaloudek received a certificate and pin from Bishop Rummel, admitting
her to Paladin membership, the honorary division of the C.S.M.C., for
| her active participation in debates and mission wdrk.qo

In the 1932—1933 school term, eight Catholic higﬁ schoqls competed
for the Bishop Rummel Shield, named after the Omaha prelate who took a
special interest in thevC.S.M.C. Bishop Rummel had donated the bronze
plague as an incentive for greater effort in débating, mission work,
and actual help given to the poor at homé and in foreigg lands. He
.specified that any school winning the plaque could keep it for a yeary
but it would become the permanent possession of that school whose stu-
dents won it three times, not neces;arily in succession.Ql. The C.S.M.C.
Executive Board decided that the victors of the third and final inter-
school debate would receive the Bishop Rummel Shield.' Notre Dame's
team, Katherine Hartley and Marian Fitéh, won the two preliminary de-

*2 The final debate, held at

bates against Sacred Heart and St. John,
the Duchesne College auditorium on 9'April 1933 was between the oldest

(St. Mary) and the youngest (Notre Dame) of the Catholic private schools

AO"School Chronicle," p. 17; Student Life, April 1931.

qunideptified‘clipping, ca. 1937, NDA'Early Days, Scrapbook A,
NDCA. '

qZ”SchOol Chronicle,!" p. 27; Omaha Bee-News, 1933, NDA Early Days,
Scrapbook A, NDCA, ' '
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in Nebraska. Notre Dame lost the deﬁate to St. Marj's High School.“j

The loss was a great incentive for the Notre Dame debaters, Lillian
Reida and Dorothy Polan, to win the shield in 1934, Notre_Dame's defeat
~.over Duchesne, Holy Name, and St. John's High entitled them tq'enterhthe
finals against Ste M&rry's}_iigh.L*J+ For the second year in a row, these
two schools faced each other, With Miss Reida and Miss Polan winning
the debate, the Bishop Rummel Shield became Notre.Dame's‘prized‘posses—
sion for o'lrle‘ye:str.q5

In 1934 the C,S.M.C. Executive Board changed the regulations on
the debatess Each team would receive scores for the debate material,
deiivery, and rebuttals. The team with the highest scores for all ﬁhree
debates would win the shield. Thus, although Notre Dame's debaters won
‘all three debates in 1934-1935, St. John High Schdol won the shield
because their scores were the highest.

Interest in the missions madé‘the_students aware of world situa—
tions. During the l930$ the governmenf in Mexico began a bittér persecu-
tion of the Catholic Church. In 1933 the struggle'betwéen the Church
and State.concentrated on two‘issues: how many priests and churches were

to function, and who was to control Mexican education.47 By the summer

QB”School Chronicle,'" p. 27.

QAIbid., po 32; unidentified clipping, ca. 1934, NDA Early Days,

Scrapbook B, NDCA.

qunidentified clipping, ca. 1934, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,
NDCA, '

QS"School Chronicle,'" p. 35.

“7E. David Cronon, "American Catholics and Mexican Anticlericalism,
1933-1936," The Mississippi Valley Historical Review, Vol. XLV, (September
1958), p. 205. (Hereafter cited as Cronon, "American Catholics.')

-
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of 1934 anticlericalism had reached a peak. When on 26‘July, United
States Ambassador Josephus Déniels‘publicly praised.the Mexican progress
in:education, Catholic bishops and the Catholic press in the United
States led the protests against the sustained persecution.ug Bishop
Rummel of Omaha was no exception. At.his reQuest, the Notre Dame
Sodalists wrote letters‘to government officials in Washington,'protesting
against the persecution of Catholics in Mexico, the regime of General
Plutarco Elias Calles who was the instigator of the drivevto secularize
the‘schools;,and the denial of freedom éf speech, of assembly, of con-
scignce; and of press., They also asked for the recall of Ambassador
‘Daniels, and sent appeals t¢,the Mexican government iﬁ behalf of the

Lo

suffering Mexicans. ~ Realizing the power of prayer, they spent an entire
dayvbefore the Blessed Sacrament and held nocturnal'adoration oné.evening
té petition God's assistance for the people of Mexico.5o

On 31 January 1935 Republican£William E. Borah of Idaho introduced
a resolution in the Senate asking for an investigation of the religious

51

conditions in Mexico,. The resolution protested the "anti-religious
campaign and practices of the present rulers of Mexico" and viewed "with
‘the gravest concern such ruthless persecution of helpless men and women;"

it further condemned the "cruelties and bfutalities of the present Mexican

govefnment against the profession and practice of religious beliefs by

®1pi4., p. 206-207.

449”School Chronicle,'" p. 35; unidentified clipping, ca. 193k, NDA

Barly Days, Scrapboock B, NDCA.
50“_School Chronicle," p. 36.
51

Cronon, '"American Catholics," p. 215,



30

oui nationals of all réligious faiths now domiciled :i.n_M‘exico."52 In
April the Notre Dame Sodalists wrote to the:Nébraska Senators in
Washington askingtthem to support the Borah Reso]ution.53' Howéﬁer,
Borah's demandvfbr a Sénate investigation never resulted in a,cl’_.ion.y+

ihe first school production presented for the public in 1928
consisted of three one~act plays, and a speciai number‘“Ti§ic tomu let"
in.commemoratién of the millenium of St. Wenceslaus, pétronfof the Czechs.55

'During the 1930-1931 school term the girls gave two major productions:

Osudne paraple and Rachel, the Leper Maiden; and a two-act comedy,

" Master Hoffman's-Daughter, and a four-act historical drama,Saint Julia.
Both plays realized a profit which helped defray the expenses on a
moving-picture machine and other s¢hool equipménﬁ.56 The records do not
indicate whether the:pléys were.presehted'at thg Academy or elsewhere.
At any rate, in 1932 the Catholic Sokol Hall in South Omeha hosted an
oriental drama and a Czech comedy of the Academy.57 Beseda‘Hall in
South Omaha was the scene of_the Czech version of Berhadette on 10

December 1933. At the request of the Reverend Edward Chapuran, the girls

repeated the performance at the Catholic Sokol Hall on 11 February

52U Sey Congress, Senate Res. 70, 74th Cong., 1st sess., 21
~January 1935, Congressional Record 79:1298,

53"School Chronicle," p. 37, unldentlfled cllpplng, ca. 1934,
NDA Earlj Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

S Cronon, "American'Catholics," Pe 2176

5S"School Chronicle," p. 7. The translation for "Tisic tomu let"
is "A Thousand Years.,'"

5_6Ibid., p. ‘15, 18. Osudne Paraple means Ill-fated Umbrella.

27Tvid., p. 27.
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1934, the seventy—sixfh anniversary of the apparition‘df the Virgin Mary
~at Lourdes, France. The‘secbnd performance was in English, thus pro-
viding the English-speaking students an opportunity to act. 20

An iéolated account of a grandiose tree planting deserves mention.
On 11 and 23 April 1928 the ten senior girls planted 860 shade and fruit .
‘trees and shrubs as memorials: first, to commemorate the first graduation
at the Academy; second, to honor thé flight of Charles Lihdbergh across
the Atlantic Ocean in 1927; and finally, to celebrate_the diamqnd jubi-
lee of the Czech Congregation of the School Sisters de Notre Dame._59

The studentsfattending the Academy did‘not lack the opportunities
for relaxation and fun. Individual class parties, programs, or plays
were all-girl social affairs, generall& held ig the evening because most
of the students were boardérs. Halioween parties, Fad Days when fhe
girls dressed in the styles of a by-gone era or as fife—year-olds, a
lawn party, barn dance, fake April fool party, Christmas parties, and
variations of a Valentine Day party provided entertainment.6o

Junior-senior activities that began in 1927 gradually became custo-
mary, with some quifications throughout the forty-eight-year history
of the Academy. The first junior-senior banquet on 29 May 1928 depicted
the '"De las palomas' court of the Alhambra Castle in Spain. Each year

the banquet theme varied. The following June fifth, the seniors held

"Class Day," at which individual graduates read the class will, prophecy

581bid., De 30.
59

6O"School Chronicle," p. 6-7, 11, 20-21, 25,_27, 30; Student Life,
May 1929. '

"Convent Chronicle," p. 65;
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and history.61 The "Class Day'" later became a_junior—sponSored event,
usually préviding embarrassing and hilarious flash—bapks on the seniors'
antics and portrayals pf t’heir.future.62

A senior hike and senior sneak day originated in 1929. The hikes
were in the locality as abundant fields, woods, and the Mormon and'Forest
Lawn cemeteries were near-by. For sneak day, the seniors and their chap-
erones traveled to St. Columban'é in Bellevue, to Council Bluffs, or to
Lincoln.sj‘

About eighty-five percent of the Notre Dame students in these first
years were either five-day or sevep—day boardersf Some Omaha girls
commuted to school daily. Generélly the girls from out-of-town or other
states remained at the Academy for the entire year. Thosé'from Kansas
and Iowa.eyen stayed for the Christmas holidays. Lonesomeness was not |
uncommon among the‘boarders, Sister M. Philomena Zmolek, the first
directress of the bbarders, recalled that one girl cried day and night
until Sister called her father to come for her.64

The Sisters did their best to provide a home-like atmosphere. A
warm, friendly and close—knit relationship developed among the resident -
students and between the Sisters and the girls. They_respected énd

loved the Sisters becéuse of their role as "mothers'" for the duration of

their school years. Because the environment at the Academy offered the

61

"School Chronicle," p. S.

625t udent Life, June 1930.

631bid., June 1929; June 1931; "School Chronicle," p. 23.

6“Interview with Sister M. Philomena Zmolek, 5 January 1975.
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”highest standards of morality“and ménners, under disciplineiwhich was .
firm, kind, consistent and fair,” the girls required little disciplining'.65
However, they were fun-~loving and full of mischief, often having midnight
snacks or sneaking to Florénceifor céndy.

Throughout the history of the Academy, the girls wore a navy blue
uniform and white blouse. The styles changed frequently. In the lasf
two years the girls could wear slacks, as well as a choice of blue,
white, or red sweaters. Even though the parents and Sisters considered
the‘uniforms economical, some girls preferred wearing clothes of their
own choosing.

Generally the éirlé stayed at the Academy over the weekend, occu=-
pying their Saturdéys wiph washing and irgning clothes and cleaning.

Some girls helped the Sisters in‘ﬁhe kitchen as a means Qf working off
part of their room and board. A trip to Omaha for shopping or a movig
was rafe, possibly because of the distance and the money involved.
Furthermore, walking up State Street hill late in the day was a frightening
experience because of poor étreet lighting, the ébsence of decent sidewalks,
and the presence of tall weeds and shrubs. If the girls could afford to

go downtown, they had to obtain permission from the Directress; visits

to a friend's home required additional permission of the parents. On
Sunday the girls, with their Directress, hiked to the local cemeteries

67

or to Doll's Confectionary Shop in Florence. Favorite after-school-

65Comment of Margaret Wall, Notre Dame Alumna, as printed in a
mimeographed bulletin, Notre Dame Academy files. (Hereafter cited as
NDA files.)

6Interview with Sister M. Philomena Zmolek.

67Questionnaire of author to Notre Dame Alumnae, 12 November 1974,
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hour excursions in the autumn included an apple roast iﬁ the Smith
orchard north of the school,‘a picnic lunch in the FlopenceAWOods,'or
a weiner roast‘in Elmwood Park.68

The Depression affected Notre Dame in various ways.~'The enrollment
dropped from fifty-three in 1931 to forty-four in 1933, due to the in-
ability of the parents to pay the tuition and board.69 The Government
had sponsored a progréﬁ thfqugh the National Youth Administration, where-
by a limited number of‘pqpils could earn money by working in the school.
The girls performed janitorial services. for which they received a govern-
ment check. Some §f them used this money to pay for their schéol‘expen-
ses.70

Sister M. Philomena noted thaf the Sisters could not afford to
prepare good meals during the Depression. Consequently;,the girls ate
"bread and jelly for breakfast, jelly and bread for lunchj; the Jelly was
the cheapest, once it was red . . . the next time it was green, but it

had almost the same taste, so some of the girls from Omaha brought their

own butter to schdol."7l Owning and operating the Academy with the

This questionnaire was sent to seventy-five alumnae of whom forty-three
responded before 1 January 1975. The Alumnae Co-Moderator assisted the
author in selecting alumnae who were representative of academic achieve-
ment and boarding experiences at the school., The questionnaire was sent
to at least one alumna from each class of the first twenty-eight years;
after that it varied from two to seven, depending on the class size. The
questions related to social functions, week-end activities, school spirit,
and cooperation among the boarders.

68”School Chronicle," p. 34; The True V01ce, ca. 1928, NDA Early
Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

69

"School Chronicle,'" p. 20, 25.

7OIr_lterview with Sister M. Magdalen Rozmajzl, 7 January 1975.
71Interview with Sister M. Philomena Zmolek, 5 January 1975.
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limited income from the board and.tuition placed a real hardship on the
Sisters. The‘people in Florence were awaré of their poverty and often
brought food to the school. John Van Wynsbe:ghe, who owned a farm hofth—
west of the'Aéademy,‘gave milk, half a hog and some beef in 1ieu‘of the
tuifion'for his daughters.72 |

In an attempt tolprovide Jobs fér unemployed teachers, the govern-
ment instructed them to organize Recreationél Centers for,elementary and
high school students. As a result of this program, Notre Dame obtained
a physical t?aining teacher in January 1934 and a drama teacher a few
months‘la‘ce.r_'.’?3

On 10 June 1928 Notre Dame Academy, holding its first graduation
exercises'fOr ten seniors, presented Lillian Chapek the first diploma
and seniér class honors.74 The school awarded itS'first‘scholarship to
Christine Foral in 1-929.'75 On 9 June 1934, the Academy conferred its
first honorary diploma to the mother of Geraldine Goodman, a senior from
5825 South'Twenty-third Street. For four years, Mrs. William Goodman
drove her daughter and four other girls to and from Notre Dame each week.
The diploma read, "This certifies that Mrs. William Goodman has satis-

factorily completed her course of study as taxi driver for four{years,

and therefore merits this ‘diploma for her many'willing and kind services,

721nterview with John Van Wynsberghe,.ZB May 1975.

73"School Chronlcle," p. 303 1nterv1ew with Sister M. Magdalen
Rozma jzl,

74"School Chronicle," p. 5.

75Student Life, June 1929. The four-year scholarship was to any
one of the four Nebraska Teacher Colleges.
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and her whole-hearted generosity."76‘

Once Father O'Driscoll had urged the girls to be "loyal to this
edﬁcational institution . . . and take pride in its progress and its
accomplishments."77 The first graduates heeded this advice by organiz-
ing the Notre Dame Alumnae Association in 1928.78 Sister‘M. Qualbertina
‘served as the directress of the organization. 'The‘Association‘held
election meetings, a dinner-dance hdnoring the senior'blass, and various
money-making projects each year to assist their Alma Mater with'expenses
or to purchase necessary equipment. On 30 April 1931 the Association
affiliated with the International Federation of Catholic Alumnae, an
organization concentrating on Cathoiic education, literatdre, and'sécial

79

services., In 1934 the Association joined the Cmaha Didcesan Council
of Catholic Women.go

‘Most of the credit.for developing the spirit and character of
Notre Daﬁe,Academy belongs to Siste; M. Qualbertina. As principal for
the first ten yeérs, she laid fhe foundation for a "genuinely balanced"
education system, which provided for an "écademic program encompassing
an appreciation of beauty in art, music and literature, with useful

knowledge of business and homemaking, and attention to the important

skills of speech and Writing."gl Through Sister's untiring and unselfish

76Unidentified7glipping, ca. 1935, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook A, NDCA.

'7?Unidentified clipping, ca. 1927, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

78"Schq?l Chronicle," p. 5..

791bid., p. 18; Student Life, May 1931.

8

O"School Chronicle," p. 37.

8IWest, Blessed Alix, pe. 7; comment of Margaret Wall, mimeographed
bulletin, NDA files. '
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efforts, school projects succeeded. Her particular intérest in the
Catholic'Studenté' Mission Crusade, the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and'the_retreats 50 infegted the students that full parficipation
resulted.82

Sister M. Qualbertina was not merely a'pfincipal and teacher; she
was Sodality moderator, counselor and friend, winning the heqr£s of
students and adults alike. Years later the alumnae remembered her as

83 Sister taught

being very sincere, helpfgl, and willing to listen.
until serious illness forced her to resign in December 1939. When her
life ended on 8 February 1940, students, faculty, and élumnae mqurned‘
her death.84

After nine years of operation, Notre'Dame'Academy earned the dis-
tinction of providing a quality education for 'day and resident sgudents.
With the increase in the enroilmept to seventy-three, two additional
Sisters joined the faculty. For thé first four years, a lay woman also:
taught at the Academy.85 In 1927 the Reverend Anastasius Rebec became
convenf chaplain and religion instructor in the school. The Reverend

James J. O'Brien assumed this position from 1930 to 1937.

The Sisters had always placed a high priority on their teaching

82Notre Dame Academy Spotlight, Omaha, March 1940, p. 1. (Here-
after cited as Spotlight.) ‘

83Questionnaire of author to Notre Dame Alumnae.
8l‘t"’School Chronicle," p. 71; Sgotlight; March 1940, p. l.
85"Schobl Chronicle," p.'68. In addition to Viola Kastl and Marie

Hermanek, mentioned earlier, there was Miss Martha Clark who taught for
two years for a salary of $900 plus room and board.
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qualificatibﬁs, They attended summer sessions at Creighton University
-and the University of Nebraska. Occasionally a Sister had to teach a
course for which she was not fully qualified, as when Sister Qualbertina's
death necessitated changes in teaching assignmehts; Hence the Sisters
took correSéondence courses or attended classes on Saturdays during the
_yeér to prepare themsélves‘for their courses and eventually to earn cer-
tificafioﬂvin given areas. Most of the'Siéters earned their'bachelor and
master degrees through summer sessions aﬁd Saturday classes. They con=
tinued to update their professional growth_through workshops and addi-
tionél courées so as to meet the new challenges in education.

‘Notre Dame‘beéame.known.during her first nine years of secondary
education in north Omaha as a school which proﬁided a quality education.
The Sisters attempted to include in the curriculum those courses .which Qere
common‘in‘the public schools of the 1930s. But secular education was less
meaningful‘without-exposure to the world around them; thus fhe Sisters
utilized outside sources of kno@ledge through lecturés, tours, missionary
activity of the C.S.M.C,, and debates. They encouraged attendance at
public affairs, such as the Nebraska Jubilee Celebration at the City
Auditorium in'1929, to commemorate the seVenty-fifth anniversarylof the
organization of Nebraska Territory, and -the Sixth National Eucharistic

Congress at St. Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha in September 1930.86'

Quite evident, tog, was the MOral and religious atQOSphere whicﬁ

permeated the school. The Sisters were primary models of Christian

“living, evidenced by the fact that three or four'éirls from these first

86Ibid., p. 10; Student Life, November 1930.
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.gradﬁating classes entered the Notre Dame Congregation or other religious
orders. These intellectual and religious oppértunities demonstrated the
educational philosophy of the. Academy: to promote the complete develop-

ment of the student.



III. NOTRE DAME ACADEMY BROADENS HER SCOPE

1936-1949

A building expansion at 3501 Statg Street, made necessary by the
'need‘for space; ushered‘in'the_tenth scholastic year at Notre Dam¢
‘Academy. The 1935-1936 enrollment of eighty-three students from Iowa,
Nebraska, Kansas, Illinois, and Washington, D.C. crowded the high school
and boarding_facilities.,l Furthermore, the Notre Dame Sisters had intend-
ied to enlarge the Motherhouse as the Congregation'increésed in numbér.
Another reason for the expansion was the request from parents of daugh-
ters in the eiementary grades to provide a boarding'school for them.2
In August 1936 the construction began on a $50,000 addition to

3 The forty-eight foot square structure to the front of

the building.
the initial building would house quarters for the SiSters, wiﬁh provi-
sions for a future chapel and library. Extensive alterations on the

1925 structure would allow for more space ip,ﬁhe school and dormitory

area.

The Most Reverend James H. Ryan, Bishop of Cmaha, blessed the new

1Enrollment figures for 1935-1936; unidentified clipping, ca.
1936, Notre Dame Academy Early Days, Scrapbook B, Notre Dame Convent
Archives, Omaha., (Hereafter cited as NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,
NDCA.) ‘ ,

2"Convgpt Chronicle," p. 106.

3Ibid., p. 108; "School Chronicle," p. 5l

qUnidentified clipping, ca. 1936, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,

4o
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‘addition on Sunday, 15 August 1937.5 He expressed appreciation of the
‘work the Sisters performed in the educational field igihis diocese and
commented on 'the famous culture of théir\ZEzecg7 nation, their wonderful
sciences, music and art" which "is so‘thoroughly'imparted'to the students
in this academy."6‘ The Reverend Edward Chapﬁran, M.A.,’Mus.D., pastor

of St. Wenceslaus‘Church in_Omaha, stated in his sermon that “£he educa~-
tion of the mind“and heart the Sistéfs give their students makes the
graduates competent in every way."7 A distingﬁished gﬁest at the dedica-
tién, liss Josephine Kolarik, secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Czechosldvakian'government, delivefed'the congratulatory message
and special blessings from Charles Cardinal Kaspap Qf‘Prague.

The dediéation of the new addition was alsé the occasion for the
first homeéoming of the‘Notre Dame Alumnae, Sixty-two of the llé grad-"
uvates atteﬁded, with all ten graduating classes représented.g‘

The Academy's location on a high hill 0verlooking a lush valley and
scanning the Missouri River and the bluffs in the distance impreésed vis-
itors. However, more noteworthy was its educational philosophy of devel-

oping the total person in a Christian atmosphere. The Omaha Bee-News

remarked that Omaha was '"fortunate in having two schools for girls such

Zngchool Chronicle,' p. 58.

6Omaha Bee-News, ca. 1937, p. 9, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,
NDCA. . '

7Ibid.; unidentified clipping, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook
B, NDCA, '

8Omaha World-Herald, 1937; unidentified clipping, ca. 1937, NDA
Early Days, Scrapbook A, NDCA; "Convent Chronicle," p. 108b.

95 otlight, January 1938, p. 3; Omaha Bee-News, ca. 1937, NDA
Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA. '
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as Brownell Hall and the Academy of Notre Dame . . . Z;hicg7 offer the
best of training for girls, and their'work is felt through all the walks
of'sociéty."10

In 1937 the Sisters received ﬁermission.frdm Bishop Ryan to open
an elemeniéry'school, provided they did not éccept boys nor the children
from St. Philip Neri parish.‘ll Therefore, the elementary girlé who at-
tended Notre Dame had to‘board‘at the school. Most of them came from
Omaha‘and Council Bluffs and went home on week-ends. Qccasiopally one
or two came from‘Lincoln, Hastings, Lexington or other Nebraska towns.12
One family in Kansas sent five daughters, probabiy because thé‘lack_of a
Cathplic schoo1 or the distance to = count:y school posed difficulties
for the parents. There was one large'dormitory and two classrooms, in
which the Sister—noviées‘who were in training taught.lB' In order to
‘allow sufficient classroom and dormitory spa§e for the high school girls,
the Sisters limited the number of ;lementary resideﬁts to forty. On
3 June 1954 the Sisters discontinued the grade school.in order to accom-
" modate the increasing number of students in the high schoo-l.l

The high school enrollment.fluétuated during this thirteen-year
span. From the mid-seventies iﬁ 1936 and.1937, the‘enrollment dropped_ﬁo

fifty-two in 1939. Two reasons for the decrease were the large numbers

1OOmaha Bee-News, 17 August 1937, p. 4, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook
B, NDCA, - | | |

Minidentified clipping, 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook A, NDCA;
"Convent Chronicle," p. 106.

legotlight, 15 November 1943, p. 6.
13Author's persdnal'knowledge,

1L“"S.chool Chronicle, 1947-1959," p. 157.
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in the graduating classes of the prefious three years, and the financial
difficulties some parents éxperienced after the 1937 feceésion; Further-
more, the SisterS'decided against-accepting as many students who were
unable to pay anything toward their education as they had‘in the first
&ears of the Academy.l5 The number of high school enrollees gradually
began to increase su Lhat duriﬁg World War II,‘phe,figures were in the
high‘eighties. Except for a slight drop in 1945 to eighty-one, fhe_en—
rollment continued to rise above the ninety mark until it reached 106 in
1949,

Between 1936 and 1949, approximately fifty percent of the girls
were residénts. They_came from Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Illinois, Téxas,
Missquri, South Dakota, Minnesdta, Ohio, Wyoming, and California.l7
Several Omaha parishes and the Catholic'gfade schools in eastern
Neﬁraska supplied girls for the Academy. In'1943, day and resident stu-
dents represented sixteen Omaha pazjishes.l8

Not all of the girls were of the Czech descent, as a'random'sam-
pling of the surnames O'Neill, McMahon, Hemingway, Dougherty, O'Rourke,
Hartenhoff, Canterbury, Delehanty, and Kellogg indicated.19 There were

at least two or three non-Catholics among. the students each year; some

o1bid., p. 72.

10 pnrollment figures, see Appendix A.
17SEotiight, September 1939, p. 3; September 1940, p. 3; September-
October 1942, p. 1. :

1 piae, 15 November 1943, p. 1.

Lngchool Chronicle," p. 84, 92, 105, 108; Spotlight, November-
December 1942, p. 3; 3 March 1947, p. 6.
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converted to Catholicism while at thé Academy.zo

Notre Damé's studehts were primarily from the middle-ciass*éf
laborers and farmers. The girls could pay for their board and education
through custodial work and assisting‘in the kitchen on Saturdéys. In a
few rare cases, the Sisters accepted girls who were unable to pay any
amount toward their room and board. These charity cases were gradually
eliminated because the Sisters found it increasingly difficult to con-
tinue educating and boarding girls gratis. Furthermore, some parents who
" could afford to pay, failed to‘make comﬁlete payments., Sister M. Magdalen
Rozmajzl recalled that in 1937, when she was principal, only eleven of
the seventy-two girls paid full ﬁuition and board. All the others had
reductions;al

Failure to make the payments for board and tuition placed a finan-
cial burden which the Sisters assumed after constant. reminders produced
no results. The Sisters considered an education in a Catholic atmosphere
6f greater importance than monetary reimbursement or gain,

A Notre Dame brochure lisfed the tuition at $15.00 a semester.
Five-day boarders paid $110.00 per semester which inciuded room, board,
tuition, and sewing; the seven-day boarders paid $125.00. Additional
fees for rental of bedspread, bed curtains, stand cover, and the laun-
dering of such was $2.50. All day and resident students had a $5.00

matriculation fee, and a book rental of $2.50 per semester. There were

DOspotlight, March 1938, p. 1; April 1942, p. 1; "School Chronicle,"

p. 84, 93, 105, 108.

ClInterview with Sister M. Magdalen Rozmajzl, 7 January 1975.
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also special fees for library, gymnaéium, laboratory, dil'painting,
dressmaking, and piano,'violin, and voice 1essons.'22 [In 1947‘thevtui_
tion remained at ﬁ}Q a year, but the board increased to $300 a year.
In 1949 tuition was $35 a year;‘board was $325 a year.23 |

TNotre Dame‘maintéined her standard of quality education by pro-
viding a four-year .college preparatory COHTSQ;-a two-year commercial
course, various sciences, home economics, and special courses in music,
art and sewing. rThe curriculum offered four years of Ehglish and reli-
gion; algebra, advanced algebra, and geometry; ancient, medieval, modern,
and American history; general scienée, botany, physics, civics, econom-
ics, foreign languages, and‘physical training. The comﬁercial courses
included type, shorthand, bookkeeping, office training, and commercial
arithmetic,aq In 1944 several girls enrolled in specialized corres-
pondeqce courses in art, music, ‘and science which the University of
Nebraska m_ade_ava’ilable.25 Thé'Acédemy revised its courses in clothing
and biology in 1944 and introduced sociology in 1945.26

Although the studeﬂts had a choice of Latin, French, Spanish, and
Czech, most of the girls took Latinf In 1936, the Czech language coursé

and the Czech Club ceased to be a requirement for the girls of that

22Notre Dame Academy brochure, ca. 1939, p. 16.

2National Catholic Welfare Conference, Department of Education,
Report for Scholastic year, 1947-1948, 1949-1950, NDA files.

2b’Notre Dame Academy,brochuré, ca. 1939, p. 1l.

spotiight, 21 January 1944, p. k.
26 '

Ibid., 31 January 1945, p. 4.
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nationality. This reflected a slowly'declining interest in the Czech

27 Students in the

language, but the club remained active until 1943,
club preéénted papers for discussion on European;borh composers and
authors,‘Czechoslovakian art and artists; reported on prominenf,Czech—
Americans, learned Czech songs and dances, wrote Czech poems, . translated
their surnames intec the‘English language, and discussed the gonditions
of the Czechoslovak Republic¢28

Lectures by educators and professionéls contributed signif%cantly
to the program of educaﬁion at tﬁe Academy. Dr. Charles C. Chér&at;
professor of English at Creighton University, lectured ffequently at the
Academy.29 In‘addition, there were lectures and film'élidevpresentafions
on Shakespeare'é life and works; a movie-lecture on the Chinese life and
customs; talks on the work of missionaries in Africa,_the Philippines;
and among the Negroes of the South; and illustrated lectures and demon-
strations on the telephone and "mirbdphone.”Bo Included in the students'
business training were tours to Omaha businesses where they observed

31

office personnel in action.

27Interview with Sister M. Magdalen Rézﬁajzl Narod, Chicago, ca.
1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCAj Spotlight, January—February
1943, p. 3. '

28Unidentified clipping, ca. 1936, 1939, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook
B, NDCA; "School Chronicle," p. 58, 64-65, 71; Spotlight, January 1939,
p. 1; March 1940, p. 5; December 1939, p. 6.
 ®I5potlight, November 1941, p. 1; "School Chronicle," p. 43, 80,
86, . '

3OUn:Ldent:Lfled clipping, ca. 1936; The True Voice, ca. 1937;
unidentified clipping, ca. 1949, NDA Early Days Scrapbook B, NDCA4;
”bchool Chronicle," p. 80, 9.

31Notre Dame Academy brochure,~ca. 1939, p. 12.
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In 1937 the Internatiocnal Business Machines Corporation of New
York sponsored a national eséay contest on "Today's Need for Thoughtful
Effort." Over 50,000 students acfoss the nation entered the contest.

Limited to three entries, Notre Dame Academy submitted the essays of

32

Frances Horinek, Marie Kﬁbat, and Frances Hartley. Miss Horinek won

e '
state honors; Miss Hartley received honorable mention.”” 1In announcing

the winner, Thomas J. Watson, president of the I.B.M. company, wrote to
Notre Dame:
It is my privilege to inform you that the essay
e « o submitted by Miss Frances Horinek in the . . .
creative writing competition has been chosen as the
best of all papers produced in the state of Nebraska.
e« « -« Her achievement is a tribute not only to her,
but to th 4excellent quality of her training and
guidance.
At a school assembly, a representative of the company awarded Miss
Horinek a gold wristwatch and presented the Academy an all-electric
writing machine and a bronze plaquebas.a "perpetual recognition to Miss
Horinek's creative ability‘."35
Notre Dame typing students placed second in the nation and re-
éeived a trophy in the second year typists' division of the "Every Pupil

Typewriting Contest' sponsored by the National Catholic High Schbol

Typists AsSociatipn in 1940. Competent typing skills throughout the

5
NDCA.
33

Unidentified clipping, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,

"School Chronicle,'" p. 53.

34Unidentified clipping, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,
NDCA, .

321bid.
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early forties brought humerouércertificates,-honoréble mentions, and a
third place rating in the nation for the students and the school. 1In
the sixtéenth.annual National Catholic High School Typist Contest held
11 March 1948, Notre Dame's senior typists sped to first place in a
fifteen-minute letter-typing test.36
Although £he Academy had no_organized'gym clgsses during this
period of her history, the girls pafticipated in various games, exer-
‘cises, and dances during the noon-hour and after schbol. The boarders,
in particular; enjoyed softball games. Ping pong tournaments created
enthusiasm among the girls.37
Music, on the other hand, retained its traditional vital position
in the curriculum. Grade and high school girls availed themselves of
private'piano,‘viOiin; and voice lessons. In 1939 the Glée Club, or-
cheéfra, and the music pupils organized a Music Club for the purpose of
fostering a greater appreciation ana'knowledge of music.38 On 15 December
1940 Notre -Dame presenped her first public'musical, which became an annual
spring event for the duration of the school's existence.39 Beginning in

1946, several music students entered the District Music Festival at

Jdoslyn Memorialg'where'they.received ratings on their performances.

3‘6Seqlight, 28 May 1948, p. 1.

37Ibid., November 1938, p. 7; March-April 1943, p. 3; 31 January
1948, p. 3; March 1949, p. 3; "School Chronicle," p. 112, 123.

38“Schodl Chronicle," p. 73.

39SEotlight, January 1940, p. 6.

“O"School Chronicle," p. 106, 115, 121.



One outstanding music student of Sister M. Imeldé Buresh evéntugily
gained fame as a singer and actress. ‘Genevieve Hering, now knowh‘as
Jeri Southefn, showed distinctive talent in music when a sqphqmore at
the Academy. -She studied voice, harmony, and'piano, and compbsed»music;hl
At an audition music contest held at the University School of Music in
Lincoln in May 1945, Miss Hering won a music scholarship for ﬁer piano
and vocal renditions.

Artists and musicians were among the many unemployed professional
workers whose specialized abilities would have been iost to society
during the years of fhe Depression. Under the VWorks Prpgress_Administra-

tion, created in 1935, the Federal Music Project utilized the talenf of
musicians through recreational group singing, music appreciation, and
community orchestras. The state and local governments were esséhtially
responsible for the nature and content of the program; the Federal
Governmen£ provided the funds and determined the general conditions for
their expend‘itu‘rc—z.L}3

In Nebraska, the WPA Music Project sponsored the Omaha Civic
Orchestra's Music Appfeciation Concerts for the elementary and secondary
schools, PTA and similar groups throughoutbthe city. The Omaha Civic'
Orchestra performed frequently at Notre Dame Académy'between 1937 and

1942, The orchestra, conducted by Dante Picciotti, captivated the

hlIbid., p. 80; Spotlight, February 1941, p. 5; May 1941, p. k4.

QZSROtlight, May-June 1943, p. b4; '"'School Chronicle," p. 95,

43Doah S. Campbe]l, Frederick H. Bair, and Oowald L. Harvey,
Educational Activities of -the Works Progress Administration (Washington:
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1939), p. 11, 20, 85.
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students with the‘dances'and folklore of foreign countfies; an explana-
tion of the structure, function, and produétion-of the string and wood-
wind instruments; classical.mqsic, and music of American composers.

‘The Aéademj's philosophy of educéfion stressed the'importanCe‘of
'the‘religious dimension in its process-ofAeducatihgvthe whple'person.
Sincé the Sister~teachers aimed to develop 'noble and useful women .« . oy
they viewed classroom instruction in Christian Docfrine and Church History

b5

as only a paft-of.onefé.religious formation. Through the Catholic
Action programs of the Sodality and the Catholic Students' Mission
Crusade, feligion became a daily_practice.

The deality assisted the missionaries in home and foreign regions
through their monéy-making projects among the students. Notre Dame girls
sent’severai boxes of‘clothes,'toyé, and neceésities to the Iﬁdién Missions
in Nebraska, South Dakota, and Arizona. Needy families in St. Philip
Neri, St._Therese and Our Lady of dugdalupe parishes in Omaha were recip-
ients of food baskets and clothing at Thanksgiving and Christmas.46 From

1938 to 1942 the Sodalists held annual public card parties and in 1943

substituted bingo at Beseda Hall in South Omaha.47 Although the Sodalists

44Unidentified clippings, ca. 1937, 1939, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook
B, NDCA; Spotlight, February 1941, p. 6; April 1942, p. k.

45Narod, Chicagq, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

#6"School Chronicle," p. 42, 85, 94; Spotlight, October 1938, p.
4; November 1941, p. 1; November-December 1952, Pe 73 15 November 1943,
pe 4; 14 November 1944, p. 3; 31 October 1946, p. 7; 31 October 1947,
p. 73 31 January 1948, p. 4. o

47"School'Chronicle,” p. 61, 75, 81, 85; Spotlight, February 1938,
'p. 1; November 1939, p. 1; October 1940, p. 1; October 1941, p. 4;
November-December 1942, p. 7.
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solicited prizes and sold thé.tickets and chances, José?h Ficenec directed
the affair. The Sodality biﬁgo wasvsuccgséful until its discontinuance in
1948,

Notre-Dame{students shared their missionary zeal with students
from several Catholic schools in Omaha and the Nebraska towns of Dodge,
Wahoo, Prague, Brainard, and Dwight at the MlSSlon Day held each May

from 1935 to 1941.49

The’Notre Dame girls exhibited many dresses and
clothing items they either sewed.or purchased for the missions. A pro-
gram of mission playlets and musical'numbers provided the entertainment.
Proceeds from the concession stands and the sale of refreshments supple-
mented the mission fund.so
In the fall of l935,»the Omaha Mission Crusade‘Canerence voted
oﬁt the debates which fhey had in prévious years as too exhaustiﬁg for
coaches and debaters, Inétead, each school sent monthly reports of
their mission work to the pfesidené of the Conference. The school whose
students had done the most‘for the missions during the year receiﬁed the
Bishop Rummel Shield. A group of priests decided that‘Notre Dame was
deserving of the shield at the end of the 1935-1936 school term.51 The

following year, the Conference decided on a point system for various

phéses of social work, particularly for actual help, pecuniary or other,

48"5chool Chronicle," p. 99, 102, 105, 108 116, 112 5 otlloht,
31 January 1948, p. 5.

hg"School Chronicle," p. 38, 80.

50 Ibid., p. 38, 45; Spotlight, May 1940, p. 5; May 1941, p. 1;
The True V01ce, cae 19HO NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

51

"School Chronicle," p. 41,
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toward the missions. Notre Dame, the youngest of the nine competing

schools, gained permanent possession of the Bishop Rummel Shield in 1937

for her outstanding social service.52

After 1937, thé}C.S.M.C; activities varied considerably. ' There

were speech and essay contests, radio broadcasts, dances to raise money

53

for the miésions, and rallies, Notre Dame girls served as officers of

the Omahé Council‘of the C.S.M.C. and as members of the Board of Governors.sLF
In 1942 they organizéd JuniOr Units of the Crusade at Assumption, St.
Adalbert, and Notre Dame Academy grade schools.55 Gradu;llynthe students
at Notre Dame and the other schools lost interest in C.S,M.C. Despite
the efforts of the diocesan director to reorganiée and revitalize the

56

Crusade in 1949, it ceased to be active beyond 1950. Still, interest

in mission activities continued and this work of the-Sodality aﬁd C.S5.M.C.
made a lasting impression on the students.B?

Between 1938 and l949 there were some noteworthy beginnings at

‘the Academy. In January 1938 the Reverend Joseph Vitko, chaplain and

520maha Bee-News, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook A, NDCA,
Notre Dame's leaders of the C.S.M.C. in 1937 were Frances Horinek,
Atwood, Kansas; Helene Zaloudek, Chicago; Irene McLaughlin, Tilden,
Nebraska; and Rosemary Black, Omeha., Notre Dame accumulated 483,100
points; St. John High ranked second with 443,600 points.

23500tlicht, May 1940, p. 6; May 1941, p. 4; October 1941, p. 3;
November-December 1942, p. 7.

54"School Chronicle,'" p. 86, 99; Spotlight, lS‘November 1944, p.
3; unidentified clipping, 1944, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.
55

“7"School Chronicle," p. ok; Spotlight, November-December 1942,
p‘ 7' - . .

56ﬂSchool Chronicle," p. 119, 131; qutlight, 31 March 1949, p.’h.
5 4

7Questionnaire of author to Notre Dame Alumnae, 12 November 197k,
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religion instructor at the Academy, printed the first iSSue.of a school

paper, the Notre Dame Academy Spotlight. Its purpose was to foster a

school spirit and to kegp contaét with the alumnae.SSv In 1947 the senior
class edited the first year Book, the Academctiic; in'l956.theltitle be-
came the Mantle; between 1966 and 1968, a quafterly'publication, Focus,
replaced the yearbook; and in 1968, I Remember, a picture booklet served
as the school memento. From 1971 to 1974 the journalism class re-"
introduced the yearbook, naming-it the Hilltopger.59
The sgniors of 1940 conceived the idea of having a distinctive
school flag., The design, selected from those submitted in a contest,
featured the cross and lily emblem,‘the‘school motto, "Virtus et Scientia,"
and "Notre Dame Academy' on a baékground of blue and white.
In 1941 the Academy awarded its first one-year scholarships to
girls completing their eighth grade. The Omaha'girls received a thiry-
dollar scholarship; those from out-of-town or wishing to. board received
sixty dollars;sl

National affairs during this period of the school's history at-

tracted the attention of the faculty and students as it did many Americans.

58"School Chronicle," p. 60; Spotlight, January 1938, p. 2. The
Spotlight ceased publication in 1952. 1In 1959 the students revived the
school paper, calling it Hill-top Hi-Lites. Between 1969 and 1974 the
journalism class published it as Hilltopper.

59"School Chroniclé," pe. 110; Spotlight, 31'March 1947, p. 5;
Notre Dame Academy yearbooks.

6O"School Chronicle,'" p. 70—71,974;'Spotlighﬁ, June 1940, p. 2.
The emblem signified faith and purity; '"Virtus et Scientia' means ''Virtue
and Knowledge;'" and the colors denoted truth, loyalty and virtues

61"School Chronicle," p. 81.
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"When President Franklin Roosevelt aéked Congress to a@thorize him to add
six members to the Supreme Court, the Sodalists,'upon the direction of
their faculty moderator, wrote to Nebraska's Senators and'Representatives
‘to protest the action. They contended'that_the proﬁbsed legislation
would "inevipably lead towards the destruction of the Supreme Court's
historic function as the independent guardian of the Constitufion."62

The countrvaas.iﬁ a very isolationist frame of mind in thell9305.
As the war_cloudé.gathered over Europe, Americans became seriously con- "~
cerned about the possibility of U.S. involvement. The Notre Dame faculty
and stﬁdents, no less aware of the dangers, wrote to the Presideht,
Congress, Nebraska Representative Charles W. McLaughlin'and Senator>
George W, Norris, asking them to keep the United States out of the waf.s3
Later, in the fall of 1939, they appealed to the officials in Washington
not to lift the embargo on arms and to adopt:thé Ludlow Amendmént.64
The students received'respanses frém,thé Nebraska Congressmen who pro-
mised to keép the country out of the war. But the President's decision
to allow the belligerents to buy munitions on a cash—aﬁd—carry basis

disturbed;them.65

62Unidentified clippihg, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B,
NDCA. - ' '

63”School Chronicle," p. 68, 75; Spotlight, February 1939, p. 1.
Curlously, there is no record of student or faculty reaction to the
German aggression 1n taking over the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia in

1939.

6§SEotlight, September 1939, p. 5. Except for instances of
foreign attack upon the United States, the Ludlow Amendment would have
required a referendum before American soldiers could be sent to partl—

cipate in a war.

651bid., November 1939, p. 3.
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The sudden attack on Pearl Harbor plunged the Unifed States into
the Second World'War. Ameribans immediately turned their labors toward
‘ending the war quickly and victoriousiy.‘ At the Academy, the students
initially got involved by organizing'a:Junior Red Cross on 30 January

66

1942, For the duration of the war, aﬁd for several years after, the
grade and high school was very acfive iﬁ the Red Créss; They sewed lap
robes and hospital garments and kxnitted sweaters and afghans for the
servicemen; purchased defense stamps andjbonds,_énd collectéd»scrap_
iron, magazines, and paper.67 Among the scrap iron was the ten-foot,
one-ton tank of a buried boiler which a.group of girls had diécove;ed
while exploring the campus.6

In respohée to a request'by the National Red Cross that five
percent_of the population in each city’be trained in_First Aid, éeveral
Notre Dame teachers and students enrolled in Home Nursing and First Aid

69

Beginning in January 1942 the school con-
70

courses in 1942 aﬁd 1943,

ducted monthly‘air.raid drills, with thevgym as the air raid‘shelter.
The Academy cooperated with thé war effort in other ways. At the

request of the War Production Bqard,‘Notre Dame released three type-

writers for their use.?l As a means of conserving fuel and paper, the

66”School Chronicle,'" p. 87.

67Ibid., p. 88, 96; Spotlight, January 1942, p. 5; February 1942,
p. 4; November-December 1942, p. 1; 15 November 194k, p. 6.

68820tlight, September-October 1942, p. 3.

691bid:, January 1942, p. 4; April 1942, p. 3; "School Chronicle,"
p. 88, 96, o 4

7OSEotii.ght, January 1942, p. 3; "School Chronicle,' p. 89.

718 otlight, November-December 1942, p. 4; "School Chronicle," p. 97.'
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Spotlight staff published five_issues instead of the regular ten,72 The
Sodalists cancelled Mission'Day, the Alumnae reduced the number‘of their
meetings, and the faculty eliminated the annual picnic because of the

73

rationing of scarce items. Every two months the Academy'received a
certificate for pﬁrchasing 420 pounds of sugér, another for a specified
: amqunt of.meat,and shortening, and a third for canned fruits, ;egetables,
staples,}and other foods. The number of meals served at the Academy
during the preceding two months_determined the quantity for each certi-
fJ‘.c&r.t‘;e.'?l+

After the war, the Sisters requested permission from the immigra-
tion authorities in Washington, D.C., to feceive students from foreign
countiries beyond the prescribed quota for refugeés. It was their inten-
tion to assist the candldates and younger Sisters to come to Notre Dame
from . Czechoslovakla.75 On 19 March 19h9, Sister M. Magdalen Rozmajzl,
the pr1n01pal, recelved‘notlflcatlon "that the school has been duly
approved by the Attorney Generél for nonquota immigrant students in

76

accordance with the Immigration Act of 192k, In later years several

girls from Central American countries enrolled at the Academy. The

72 Spotllght, September-October 1942, Pe. 2. Gasoline removed the
ink from the drum of the printing machine.

731b1d., January 1942, p. 4; February 1942, p. 4; May-June 1943,
p. 8; "School Chronlcle," pPe 95.

74"Convent Chronicle," p. 130.

75,.1,.2;@'.’ p. 150b.
'76JosephfSav0retti, Assistant Commissioner of the U.S. Department

of Justice, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Washington, D.C.,
to Sister M., Magdalen, Principal, 15 March 1949.
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circumstances in-CommuniSt-controlled Czechoslovakia prevented the ful-
fillment of . the original purpose for the request.,

Notre Dame's reputation of staging'piays whiqh ”qonveyed a message,
eulogized Christian living or cgltivafed a taste for bétter tﬂings” drew
crowds to her-all-school productions at the Creighton'UniVersity audito-~
:rium, Knights of Columbus hall, Catholic Sovkoul Hall,vand Beseda Hall.'77
After 1944 the senior class_play, performed at the Academy, replaced the
all-school productions.7'8

‘The Notre Dame Alumnae Association carried on its tradition of
loyalty and support through benefit raffles, card parties, bake sales,
and voluntary plédges. In 1940 the Association amended its Constitution
to permit.the-establishment of‘affiliéted'units in the states where a
large numbér of alumnae‘lived, Graduates in Jowa organized their unit
'in 1940; the Kansas alumnae did so in 1946.77

Thé Notre Dame Ladies' Aid, organized in 1923 to assist the Sisters,
marked its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1948. Each year these women from
Ste Wencesiaus, St. Adalbert, and Assumption pa;ishes, and the mothers
df daughters from Omaha who attended the Academy, raised money for the
_Sisters.8o

While the junior-senior banquet remained a traditional spring

7?Narod. Chlcago, ca. 1937, NDA Early Days, Scrapbocok B, NDCAj
"School Chronlcle," p. 43; Spotlight, January 1938, p. 1; December 1939,
p. 1; November 1940, p. 1; January 1942, p. 1; 15 November 1043,>p. 1.

B potii ht, 31 March 194l, p. 1; "School Chronicle," p. 109, 116,
121. T L

798 otlight, December 1940, p. 5; "School Chronicle,'" p. 77; 111.

80Academette, Notre Dame Academy yearbook, 1948.
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event, the Academy held its first junior-senior prom on 31 May71938.82
An elaborate coronation ceremony climaxed the first boy-girl social dance.
In 1941 the‘girls, voting against a prom, chose instead to honor their
parents at a special evening with a play, musiqal numbers, dancing, and
pefreshments. To show their appreciation, even the parents who lived a
distance from Omaha made every effort to attend. This parent-daughter
evening was customary until the 19508.83
There was no individual dating among the boarders. They could
receive visitors on week-ends, but normally these friends or rglatives
could not take their meals af thé‘Academy unless they paid for them.
Week-end visits with friends or day students required the permissioﬁ of
the parents., The Sister Directress restricted the use of'fhe teleplione
to necessary business. She also read their outgoing and incoming maile
Some girls objected td this infringement upon their privacy. HoweVer,
‘the practice continued to a certaiAIdegree until the earl& 1960s.
Whether the Sisters who were responsible for the residents in the fif-
ties and sixties actually reéd all the mail is uncertain. Girls who
wished to. go éhopping to Florence or downtown Omaha had to obtain the
permission of the Directress. On occasion, a Sister-chaperone accom-
panied the residents on hikes and outings.84

The discipline at Notre Dame was primarily parental, as the Sisters

showed motherly solicitude, particularly toward the boarders. The

BZSEotlight, May 1938, p. 1; unidentified clipping, ca. 1938, NDA

‘BEarly Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA.

83”Schodl Chronicle," p. 79, 188; Spotlight, June 1941, p. 3.
84

Notre Dame Academy brochure, ca. 1939, p. 1li; questionnaire of
author to Notre Dame Alumnaes.
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Sisters regafded courtesy, gentle manners,:and thoughtfulness of others
as the rule of‘daily 1ife. They expected.the students to conform to the
rules, since ready and cheerful compliance produced good ofder, Insub-
ordination which mild but firm government failed to overcome, was suffi-
cient reason for dismissal from the séhool. The Sisters reserved the
right to request the withdrawal of a student from the Academy if her
behavior was harmful to the general good of the other girls.g5 The
records ;ndiéated few expulsions.

While the discipline was Strict, the residents and day §tudents of
the thirties and forties cooperated, because most of‘them‘came'ffom homes
where obedience and respeét for authority characterized their family life.
The girls experienéedva'happy and simple life as boarders. They enjoyed
weinér roasts, picnicé'at Vennelyst Park, Halloween and birthday parties,
and especially the viéit-from St. Nick and fhe Black One (the devil) on
December sixth. According to.the C;ech custom, the Black One fuinished
the fun and pranks and St. Nick rewarded the girls for their good behav-
ior with candy and f'ruit._86

Many of the girls enjoyed roller skating around the large circular
sidewalk of:the fruit orchardf ‘Winter was a favorite season, as the
snow-covered hill on fhe_éast side of the building was ideal for tobag-
ganing.

After school and on Saturdays, the residents cleaned classrooms and

851bid,a ) Pe ‘6"7-

86SEotlight, December 1958, p. 6. Notre Dame boarders enjoyed

this custom from 1926 until the mid-1950s. In later years, the Sisters
simply treated the girls to fruit and candy.
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the dormitories, peeled potatoes around a huge tub, washéd‘clothes on a
washboard in a.tub, or ironed their clothes with a hot flat iroh."Otherf
wise, they occupied themselves with studying, writing letters home, prac-
ticing music, or taking walks around the spacious campus.
Notre Dame Academy's reputation for de?eloping'wéll-educated
Christian women spread far and wide. In 1938 a missionary who had met
\several alumnae on his tour of ﬁhe Uhitéd Stateé wrote to the Academy

that he was ''greatly impressed by theilr distinctive Notre Dame spirit and

87

their winning influencé;” At the commencement exefcises in June 1938,
the Right Reverend Mdnsignor Zdward Hunkeler, pastor of St. Gecilia'.
Cathedral, remarked fhat "from his own observation Notre Dame students
acquire not only leadership qualities . . ., but also bring and integrate
enthusiasm into the ‘activities of their respective parishes."88 .fhe
Commercial School of Commerce-congrgtulated the seﬁiors of 1944 for being

fortunate to have ''such an excellent core of instructors to guide you.“89

In an article for the Sunday World-Herald, Rita Kucirek wrote that at

Notre Dame she learned to distinguish true values from worthless ones;
acquired the art of studiousness; learned the importance and value of
education; and wasbgrateful for the small classes that made it possible
90 |

for the teaéherS'to give individual attention.

Severalkof Notre Dame's graduates credited their»education at the

\

8% 1bid., April 1938, p. 5.

D e

88Unidentified clipping, 1938, NDA Early Days, Scrapbkook B, NDCA.
895 pot1i ht, 31 May 1944, p. 3.

9OSunday World-Herald, 26 October 1947.
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Academy for their ease in obtaining Sﬁccessful jobs. They regarded Notre
Dame's business courses as unequaled in any high school of the city.
Graduates of Notre Dame who desired émplo&@ent as sepretaries;'steno-
graphers or bookkeepers had littlé difficulty obtaining a posi£ion,
because businesses recognized.the school's competencg in training the
girls.

‘One alumna wrote_that she experienced 'mone of the trauma connected
with the demands of'higher educétion because Notre Dame had given mé the
proper basics‘Upon whiéh‘to build. College was simplj a continuation of
the demands . . Notre Dame,héd.placed upon us."91 A 1941 graduate who
had transferred to fhe‘Academy for her junior and senior years, recalled
that she was able to take enough college preparatory courses in two yeérs
to enable her to enroll in a university where sherrgquently‘made'the
honor roll. She praised the patient; diligent and individual attention
of the Sisters for this achievement, 2

Graduates of these years have become teachers, religious education
specialists, high scﬁool»counselors, school administrators, business-
women, nurses, an Omaha School.Board member, music teachers, and a musié
composer. Between 1935 and 1949 there were 247‘graduates; of these,
approximately fifty have earned baccalaureate degrees, a few have master
93

degrees.

The faculfy and the two administrators of these years were out-

9
9

lQuestionnairevo.f author to Notre Dame Alumnae.
“Ibid.

93 Information supplied by Sister M. Eleanor Kramolisch, Co-
" Moderator of the Alumnae Association, 16 September 1975.



62

“standing women religious, exceptionaliy qualified and dedicated as
teachers. Sister M. Mégdélen Rozmajzl began the first’of her two terms
as principal in 1936_.9br During her first principalship, the faculty
consistgd of seven otﬁer Sisters and the Reverend Josegh Vitko;lthe chap=
lain who taught religion. Siéter, noted for her broad knowledge of
s;ienge_and'mathcmatics; was an excellent teacher. Over ninety-three
college hours bejqnd her mastér's degree, which she received in 1938,
testify to her belief in keeping pace with modern trends in science,
some of which she introduced at the school. While principal, Sister
printéd the Acé&emy brochures and telephoned prospective students to
increase the enrollment.95
Sister M. Gabriel Klein was principal from 1941 to 1947. Being on
the pioneer staff she‘was well-acquainted with the school; vDuring her
principalship, Sister received her master's degrée in English from
Creighton University.96 Six‘other~éisters and thé Reverend Monsignor
James Aherne, the chaplain,‘composed ﬁhe faculty. In 1941, Miss Frances
Horinek, a Notre Dame alumna taught English, Latin, and world and American
history.97
At one time or another, Sister M. AléxiasHobza taught history,

biology, Latin, advanced algebra, English and art. She was an accomplished

vquister Magdalen was principal from 1936 to 1941, and from 1947 to

1954, She taught at Notre Dame from 1936 to 1941, 1947 to 1954, and 1955
to 1968. : ' :

951nterview with Sister M.vMégdalen Rozmajzl, 7 January 1975.
96SEotlight, February 1942, p. 7.
97 |

Ibid., June 1941, p. 1l.



artist, whose creative floral arrangements ad&rned almost every‘junior~
senior BanQuet ahd prom, parént-daughter evening, and alumnae banquet
‘that the school sponsored from 1936 on.98 Sisﬁer taught at the Academy
from 1935 until 1953, and from 1962 until she retired in 1971, .Even
after her retirement, she assisted'ih the art department where she pro-
duced ceramic pieces by the hundreds.99

‘Sister M. Vincent Dvorak's teaching qualifications included Latin,
French, algebra, geometry,.English, and European and American history.
From 1934 to 1952 she taught at the Academy;- She also served as 1iﬁrar—
ién and alumnae directress for many years. Both Sister Alexia and Sister
Vincent earned their bachelor degrees from Duchesne College and their
master degrees from Creighton University.loo

Sister M. Emmanuela Karnik, on the Academy faculty at variéus'
times, taught_businessAcourses, mathematics, Engiish and dréssmaking.
In 1944 she devised a dressmaking céurse and planned and printed her own
sewing workbook to include thé use and care of the sewing machine, selec~
tion and alterations of commercial patterns, color harmony, various
stitches, and ornamental processes.lol This course received special

recognition from the Reverend Paul Schnéider, Archdiocesan Superintendent

of schools and F. E.»Sqrenson 6f the North Central Bducation Association.

B Interview with Sisters M. Edwardine Rezek and Miriam Brcka,
6 October 1975. '

99,

uthor's personal knowledge.

looSister M. Alexia Hobza and Sister M. Vincent Dvorak to author,
11 October 1975..

1005 hot1ight, 31 January 1944, p. 4; 31 January 1945, p. 3.
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At the request of Father Schneider, Sister explained her dressmaking
course at the Cathqlic Diocesan Teachers! Meéting in Fébruary 1945;102

A building addition, the opening of an elementary school, an ex-
panded and_updatédrcurricﬁium, student invalvement in missionafy work and
‘world affairs, several awards and honors, and changes in the school's
social activities and life of the boarders are the major features of the
1936;1949 period. The well qualified'and experienced teachers, most of
them Notre Dame Sisters, deserve the cre&it for the achievements of
thése years, as well as the Academy's renown for graduating well-trained

students. With this foundation, the Academy‘approached'its twenty-fifth

year of secondary education in North Omaha.

102115 chool Chronicle," p. 103.



IV. THE YEARS OF GROWTH AND EXPANSION, 1950-1964

Twenty-five years after the coﬁstruction of the first porticn of
the ﬁotherhouse, which included the Academy fdr girls; the Provincia;
Council of the School Sisters de Nofre Dame considered another building
“venture, On 14 January 1950, Mother M., Alphonsa Suda, Provincial Superibr,
decided to build a chapel, the west wing»of the ceonvent, and a central
heating plant. The E. E, Gilmore Company; whi@h placed the lowest bid
of $322,597.00, contracted fép the work., Realizing that the Sisters'
'income from their-teaching apostclates in the Midwest was insufficient to
finance the project, the Sisters negotiated for a loan of $300,000,00,

On 26 February‘l950, the Most Reverend Archbishop Gerald T. Bergan
blessed the grouad and broke the sod with the same spade used at the 1925
and 1936 ground-breaking ceremonies. Twoe archbishops and two bishops from
Australia, several local clergy, and a Guard of Honor composed of the
Fourth Degree Knighfs of Colﬁmbus attended the Omzha prélate-.2

In less thap a month, on 20 March,‘excavation began:fof'the chapel
and convent.3 Beneath the chapel was the auditorium, with a seating capac-

ity of four hundred. The new convent wing contained a kitchen, laundry,

l"Convént Chronicle," p. 153.

2‘I'he Sunday Visitor, Archdiocesan True Voice edltlon, 5 March 1950,
Notre Dame Academy Early Days, Scrapbook B, Notre Dame Convent Archives,
Cmaha. (Hereafter cited as NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, NDCA,)

3"Convent.Chronicle," r. 153h,

65
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infirmary, and living quarters for the Sisters. The former convent sec-
tion became classrooms. Within a year, the construction had progressed
sufficiently to pérmit'the use of the new auditorium for schobl—related
events in May.&

Archbishop Bergsan soiemnly dedicated the new chapel and'néw convent
-on 12 August 1951.'5 Since that date corresponded with ﬁhe reception of
.young women igto the Congregation, the_Sisters postponed the public dedi-
cation and open house until 21 bctober_1951.- A group of about thirtj men
organized and planﬂed the Civic Celebration which began with a High Mass
of the Assumption, which the.Reverend Anthony Alberts, chaplain, cele-
brated; The Notre Dame Ladies' Aid and the alumnae served a chicken
dinner to over 1700 people. lLater in the afternoon, choirs from séveral
parishes and schools pafticipated in a Sacred Concert in the Chapél of
the Assumption, after which local and outstate talent contributed to a
variety show in the new auditorium.

With the availability of more classrooms, Notre Dame Académy_ex-
ypandéd and updatéd her curriculum. Some of the new courses introduced
Between 1950 and 1964 included journalism, business practice and office
training, sociology, sketching, oil'painting, ceramics, and a variety-of
sciences, mathematics, foreign languaée, and English courses. The home

economics department benefited from the extra space when in 1953, carpen-

Q"School Chronicle," p. 131, 139.

5The Sunday Visitor, 12 august 1951, NDA Early Days, Scrapbook B, .
NDCA.

6"School Chronicle,'" p. 139; "Convent Chronicle," p. 160; Spotlight,
October 1951, p. 1. The school received the 35006.00 profit from the
chicken dinner. .
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ters started remodeling and equipping the former dining'room of the
Sisters into a four-unit kitchen. The adjoining rooms became laundry
facilities for the cooking class and the resident students. In theffa;l:
“of 1954, thirty students enrolled in the first cooking course taught at
the Academy.7 Gradually the home economics department expanded its
dressmaking and cookiﬁg courses and introduced home decorating.and family
~care. |

Speech was another addition to the curriculum. In March 1951, four
girls participated for the first time in the District Declamatory Contest
at the Uni%ersiﬁy of Omaha and the Invitational Speech Meet’at.Creighton
‘Prep.8 By'the mid 1950s the speech course was a-requirement for every
student. From then on, there was participation in'fhe variogs speech
‘meets each year.9

Throughout the nineteen-~fifties and early sixties, Duchesne
College of Omaha sponsored a mock United Nations Day in October.lo The
purpose of the event was to encourage young high school people to study

world events in greater depth, with emphasis on the United Nations, and

to develop their ability to talk on these matters. Several weeks in

7“School Chronicle,'" p. 158; Spotlight, spec1al issue, Deceﬂber
1954, Pe 2

8 otlight, June 1951, p. 3; '"School Chronicle," p. 130.

InSchool Chronicle," p. 190; "School Chronicle Scrapbook,!" 1961~
1962, compiled by Sister M. Dolores Pavlik, Principal, NDCA. (Hereafter
cited as "Chronicle Scrapbook.')

Ospotiipght, June 1950, p. 2; "School Chronicle," p. 157, 160, 166,
175, 184, 197; '"Chronicle Scrapbook,'' 1959-1960, p. 36; 1960-1961, p. 40;
1961-1962, p. 83; 1962-1963, p. 8k; 1963-196k, p. 31.
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advance of the‘day, the partiéipating'schools reéeived a list of some of
‘the year's mo$£ difficult international issues, and thé names of-ﬁhe two
countries their deiegates would répresent;ll' The Mock U.N. conducted
discussions of the maip topics and votedron the issues. In.l9§0; the
4major issues were the recognition of Communist China and control of the
atomic bomb. On the question of the bomb, the Russian delegateés walked
out. Her satellife, Yugoslavia, which the Notre Dame girls represented,
* remained for the‘balloting..12
" As the United Nations deélt with more serious world prqblems‘in
the 1960s, tﬁe Mock.U.N. gained importance and attracted the attention
of more schools. At.the 1962 event, over four hundred students ffom:
Iowa and Nebraska debated and voted on disarmament, withdrawal of troéps
from South Korea, ahd the U.N; operations in the Congo.13
 Notre Dame - juniors and seniors also participated in the County
Government Day, which the American Legién éponsored on a state-wide
baéis tb acquaint the youth with the work of county government and to
prepare them for better citizenship. At the Academy, the American govern-
ment class conducted theﬁelections; complete with filing for candidacy,
campaigning, and voting by the students, to determine the county office

for each girl attending the event at the Douglas County Court House.ll+

11The Des Moines /Iowa/ Sunday Register, 18 November 1962, p. k4.

125 potlight, June 1950, p. 2.
13

The Des Moines Sunday Register, 18 November 1962, p. k.

1QSEot1ight, Dedember 1950, p. 5; December 1951, p. 63 "School

Chronicle," p. 130, 138, 145, 186; "Chronicle Scrapbook,' 1959-1960,
p. 13. ' '
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City officials explained their duties and responsibilities and gave the
students a tour of their offices, after which they attended the city
council session at City Hall}ls

Boy-Girl Week, also known as Youth Week, was a city government

project which the Omaha World-Herald initiated. BIach of the eighteen

Omaha high schools senf one‘represéntative. The drawing of names deter-
mined the honorary city government positions for the students. Twice,

in 1952 aﬂd.l955, Notre Dame girls were honorary mayors.16 Duringlthe
week, the teen-agers visited thé:pity offices, attended council meetings,
'and»rdde in the Youth Parade which climaxed the week's program.

From 1952 until 1974, a Notre Dame senior joined.girls from all
over Nebraska at the Cornhuskef Girls' State at the University of
Nebfaska iﬁ Lincoln each June. Sponsored by the_American Legion
Auxiliary, Girls' State provided a_knowledge of Amefican government
through the actual formation of their own state, election of officers,
‘and the enactment of laws. Usually a religious or civic group, such as
the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women of'the Omaha Benson Women's Club,
paid the expenseé for the Notre Dame girl who attended. T’

Music appreciation,.the special heritage of ‘the School Sisters
since Peter Fouriér founded the Order in the sevehteenth century, had

its greatest grbwth during this period of the school's history. After a

15Omaha World-Herald, 5 August 1962, '"Chronicle Scrapbook," 1961~

1962.

l60maha World-Herald, 26 April 1952, NDA Scrapbook, NDCA. The
honorary mayors were Elaine Zelinger and Regina Markey. o

| 17uschool Chronicle," p. 140, 181; "Chronicle Scrapbook,” 1960-
1961, p. 18; 1963-1964, p. 65.

~
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lapse of about eight years due to tbeklack of student interest, Sister

M. Gemma Uhlik reorganized the orchestra in 1949.18 Her music'pupils
performed at Schmoller and Mueller's "Stepping Stones to Stardom'" over
Radio Station KOIL and the Glee Club performed over KBoN., 19 A musical
jamboree to raise money for orchestra instruménts, spring recitals,

music clidics for thé orchestra, and the Annual Junior Festivals of the
Nebraéka Federation of Music Clubs at Joslyn were among the music depart-

ment's activities throughout. the fiftiés.ao In May 1959, a variety show,’

which the music students produced, led the World4Hera1d to exclaim, '"One

word for Notre Dame Academy'Variety Show Friday night-—overwhelming.:
Name it--the 1959 edition had it to spare: specialty acts, pantomimes,
three masters of ceremonies, senoritas, rock and roll, band numbers and
Chdrus."21

In 1960 the freshmen formed a separate chorus, and in 1961 a
select singing group organized as the Madrigal Singers.22 In addition
to the previously named events, the various musical groups entertained at
the Veterans! Hospital, produced Thanksgiving meditative programs and
-Christmas musicales, and made. frequent télevision appearances.

In 1963 the choral groups cut a record, '"Notre Dame Sings Gloria,"

~which included "Gloria," an original composition of Sister M. Jean Zmolek,

18"Schoql Chronicle," p. 127; Spotlight, 31 October 1949, p. 3.

lgSEotlight,_March 1950, p. 3.

2O"Schoo_; Chronicie," p. . 127, 141-142, 148,_154, 164, 167-168, 193.

lemaha World-Herald as cited in ibid., p. 192-193.

22uChronicle Scrapbook," 1960-1961, p. 35; 1961-1962, p. 27.
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the music instructor. Later that year, the Concert Chqir, formerly the
Madrigals, joined in a conceft of original compositions sponsored by the
music department of the Univéréity of Nebraska. Notre Dame was the only
high school ;perf()rming.z3

The'thirty-seven-member_conce:t choir presented a special musical
program at St. Cecilia's Cathedral on 22 November 1964, the first anniver-
sary of John.F. Kennedy's death.. The concert included Gabriel Faure's
'"Requiem' and the ancient "Litany to the Black Virgin'" set to music by
the modern French composer, Francis Poulenc.ah |

During these years of the Academy's growth, most of the students
registered for Latin, although the curriculum offered Frénéh, SpaniSh,
and Czech if there were sufficient numbers to warrant a class. Between
1957 and 1965, Latin involﬁed the girls in activities as Czech haa in
the 1930s. In 1959, the Academy organized a Latin Honor Society, affil-
iated with the nafional organizatio;, for students who had maintained a
ninety pefcant average for the first three quarters of the Latin course.‘25
For several‘years the girls competed in the nationwide Association for
the Promotién.of the Study of Latin (APSL) éxaminations.26 In 1963, the
Academy received an APSL trophy for having three students who scored

highly in the contest..27

231bid., 1963-196k4, p. 65, 71.

orth Omaha Sun, 19 November 1964; Sunday World-Herald, 15

November 1964, NDA Scrapbook, NDCA.

25”Schobl‘Chronicle," p. 199.

'26Ibid., p. 184; "Chronicle Scrapbook," 1959-1960, p. 48; 1960-‘
1961, p. 30; 1961-1962, p. 58; 1962-1963, p. 48,

27 wghronicle Scrapbook," 1962-1963, p. 48; Mantle, Notre Dame
Academy Yearbook, 1963,
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In 1960 the girls organized "Cléésic 28" for the purpose of ac- -
quiring a thorough knowledge'of Romanulife,.appreciatiﬁg,the Latin lan-
guage, and understanding better the English language. They, learned songs,
poems, prayers, and jokes in Latin, conducted contests, and presented
plays and reports at their bimonthly meetings.28 The»following year
they renamed the club, "Classica Societas. Among.the highligﬂts of
‘this club's yearly aétivities were the October Ludi Romani (Roman Games)
which consisted of chariot races, javelin and discus throwing, and three-

29

legged races; and the Roman Festival in the spring. One such banquet
commemorated Caesar's triumphant return to Rome. For several'wegks, the
ninety-six Latin students researched every detail for the banquet:‘ménu,
decorations, clothing, Caesar, aﬂd the tiumphal_arch. Dressed as god-~
desses, senators, soldiers, and slaves, the crowd greeted Caesar with
"Ecce Caesar nunc triumphat!" as he entered the gymnasium to receive the
laurel crown and scepter. A three—éourse meal, which the freshmen
"'slaves" served Romanwgtyle, and a program concluded the festivities.Bo-
From 1961, when "Classica Societas" bécame a member of the state
and national Junior Classical League, the girls participated in the
J.C.L. State Convention and the national conventions in Kansas, Louisiana,
and Arizona.. Twelve to sixteen Nebraska schools competed in the written

tests on vocabulary; grammar, derivatives, and mythology, and the contests

on oratory, costumes, games, and various projects. Notre Dame students

28"Chronicle Scrapbook," 1960-1961, p. 15.

!

29 1pid., 1961-1962, p. 56-57.

307pid., 1962-1963, p. 53; interview with Sister Agnes Marie Ostry,
14 January 1975.
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Qon numerbus awards each year; they usually won first prize for their
mosaics.31 One unique mosaié depicted Emperor Dioclétian's summer  house
onvthe Adriatic Sea; Using a black and white magaZine picture as a guide,
Dorothy Hanus, Alice Pleskac and sevefal volunteers dyed, spray painted
and crushed 508 egg sheélls, and broke 813 enameled_shelis, which they
glued to form the picture. Begun on 22 January and completed on 18 April
_1963;-the thirty by foriy—eight-inch’mcsaic symbolized 1050 hours of
difficult labor and merited first prizé at th‘e.State'Conventibn.32

Latin class and its various activities reached a;peak at Notre
‘Dame in the early sixties. Then, student interest in the challenge of
learning the language began to wane. As more girls enrolled in French
.and Spanish, Latin succumbed to these modern languages’.}3 ‘The French
Club held_its first meeting in 1961; the Spanish Culture Club beéén the
following year.zg' Both clubs pattefned their projects after those of
the Latin Club, but neither one reaéhed the latter's degree of enthu-
siastic student participaticﬁ.

An important feaéure of any'Catholic school is its religion program
of instruction and practice, which also experienced changes and growth
during these years. The Sodality held the dispihdtion of being the

school's largest and most active'religibus_organization.' The Sodalists

3luchronicle Scrapbook," 1961-1962, p. 56; interview with Sister
Agnes Marie Ostry. '

32”Chr0nicle Scrapbook,' 1962-1963, p. 52; The Sunday World-Herald,
26 May 1963. .

33Interview with Sister Agnes Marie'Ostry..

3L*"Ghrcr'xicle Scrapbook, " 1961-1962, p. 36; 1962-1963, p._54.
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were active in the monthly study clubs, the annual spring Sodality
Coﬁ#ention,‘and Vocation'Day, which the Cmaha Sodality Union sponsored.

MisSion.work:wés é high priority in the fifties. Each year the
Sodalists filled»hﬁndreds of Christmas'stockihgs with candy and small
items for the Indian missions in Porcupine, South Dakota,>” - In addition
they sent donations of clothing,‘toys,'and money to other missions and
to the needy families‘in‘the Omaha area.

The sixties ﬁshered in several changes in the structure and thrust
of_the Sodalitj. The accent was‘on spirituality and the lay apostolate.
To cultivate the first, the weekly "Sodality Newslet' gave timely points
on‘prayer, meditation, and the Mass. For an apostolate, the girls volun-
teered to work at St. Joseph Hospital, Christ Child Cehter, and similar

36

places.” A bus tour to Nebraska's scenic and historic spots5 the

Sodality Ball, and the SodaiityvUnidn Talent Show were néw SOCial_and
recreational events begun in 1961.57
In 1962 the Sodality had become so large that it was necessary to
divide each class into groups. Three Sisters moderated four groups with
a'maximum of eleven members in each, As a means of'uhifying the groups,
the '"Blue Cord" column in the school néwspaper reminded the girls of
their spiritual duties, announced Sodality affairs and reported on com-

“pleted projectso38

3213¢hool Chronicle," p. 196.

36"Chronlcle Scrapbook," 1959-1960, p. 35; 1960—1961, p. 6, 47-48;
1961-1962, p. 74,
37Ipid., 1960-1961, p. 47; 1961-1962, p. 73.

38!:}.)}-9." 1962"‘1963y Pe 80"810
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Realistically, the Sodality did.nof-appeél to every girl'étfending
the Academy. This became mofe'apparent as the enrollment increased and
"as a different generation of girls entered high school. Other.orgaﬁizaA
tions attempted to fulfill the need for practical application of religious
instruction. Oné of these was the "Fighting 69," begun in 1952 but not
active until 1960, which stressed purity éf life. The members spent |
after-school hours as volunteersé planning‘recreation for some of the
youngsters at the Scﬂool for the Deaf. "Fighting 69”'1asted only two
years.39 "Meanwhile, YCS (Youﬁg Christian Students), which also started
in 1960, existed until 1965. The chief thruét of YCS was to develop.
leaders fof the Church and to christianize all the areas of teenage life:
home, school, reécreation, neighborhood, parish, work and dating.

The availability of various religious organizations were indications
of the search for meaningful'spiritual experiences in fhe sixties. During
the first thirty years at Notre Damé,‘daily Mass, recitation of the ro-
sary, group morning and evening prayers, novenas, and an annual retreat
were required spiritual exerqisés.which most girls performed and‘few
questioned. Several aiumnae recalled with gratitude these religious
bpportuniﬁies.

| Gradually the Sisters‘reiaxed some of the religious exercises for
the boarders, probablybbecause of lack of student interest. In an effort
to continue some practices among the studgnﬁs, the Christian Life depart-

ment planned liturgical celebrations for special occasions or specific

-

% otlight, March 1952, p. 5; "Chronicle Scrapbook," 1960-1961,
p. 15; 1961-1962, p. 61. - ' . 4

: qo"Chronicle Scrapbook,' 1960-1961, p. 6; 1961-1962, p. 85; 1963~
1964, p. 110,
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groups. Theyfsubstituted class retreats for all—schooleretreats.because
of the iarge-ehrollment. Later they offered week~end retfeats on a volun-
tary basis, so that.by 1970, only a small percentage of the girls made
an‘annual-retfeat. Also, by'the-l970s there was no religiousvofganiza—
tion such as the Sodality ﬁo provide a stimuius for activity. Therefore,
the Christian Life department created a Christian Action course which
lénabled the girls to perform works of charity among the poor, at St,.
James Day‘Cafe Center, and elsewhere.

In compéring the spiritﬁality of this period to the earlier years,
it appears there was a definite’laxity which became more evident in the
1970s. The girls probably regarded many of fhe‘religious practices as
inessential. Changes in-American‘seciety and in the church, as a resﬁlt
of Vatican Council II, created uncertainty as to what was expected and
indifference as to its value,

In 1960, several students who were familiar with the Mercy High
School custom of honoring fhe‘foundress of the Sisters of'Mercy, approached
Sister M. Dolores Pavlik, the principal, with the request for a similar
event to honer'the foundress of the School Sisters de Notre Dame. This
was the origin of Bleesed Alix Day, observed on or near her feast of
28 October. The main'features of the.day were the Mass, a dramatization
of Alix Le Clerc's life, and a movie. Since the day had a unifying

effect upoh:the students, the Sisters hoped it would become a traditional

ulAuthon'svpersonal knowledge; interview with former faculty’

members who wish to remain anonymous. Vatican Council II called for
changes in the liturgy and the sacraments, revision of canon law, !
renewal of religious life, the practice of ecumenism, and the emergence
of lay leadership in the Church. '
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event; however, it did net continue after'1965.‘42
There.wefe other clubs‘ﬁesides thoSe'which correlated with the
subjects'taught and the religious organizations. The Fire Pétrol, which
the seniors organized in 1952 and which continued into the sixfies, con-
ducted the'monﬁhly fire drills and arranged for demonstratiqns and lec-
‘tures by the local firemen, >
The Red Cross, active>since‘19h2, entertained at the various hospi—
itals, worked at the Red Cross Blood‘Center, sponsored projects to raise
money for gift boxes and overseas packages, end assisted‘the victims of
the Papio Creek floed in 196‘1.-“+ Notre Dame girls'were enthusiastic
supporters of the Cries-Crosser Dance, held each year to raise funds for
the Junior Red Cross summer training camp. Notre Dame sent her outstanding
Red Cross member as‘the school's candidate for queen of the Criss-
Crosser.45 The glrls who had reached the age of elghteen, 301ned the
18 Club Day'" and donated thelr flrst pint of blood at the Cen’e;er.l+6

However, the most rewarding Red Cross activity in which the girls parti-

cipeted was the Handicapped Swimming Program. Twenty-one girls assisted

annterview with Sister M. Dolores Pavlik, 30 July 1975; "Chronicle
Scrapbook," 1960-1961, p. 5; 1961-1962, p. 25; 1962-1963, p. 13; 1963-
1964, p. 26; "School Chronicle," p. 4. The pageant that dramatized Alix's
life varied each year and was an original production of different Sisters.

43"Scheol Chronicle,'" p. 145, 151, 160, 166, 174, 179, 183, 187;
"Chronicle Scrapbook," 1962-1963, p. 27.

uu”Schoel Chronicle," p. 194; "Chronicle Scrapbook," 1959-1960,
p. 31; 1960-1961, p. 41; Omaha World—Herald, 20 July 1961.

45"Chronlcle Scrapbook," 1959-1960, p. 31; 1961-1962, p. 69; 196%—
1964 Pe 53..

%Ibid., 1960-1961, p. 41; 1963-1964, p. 96.
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speciaily trained instructors in teaéhing handiéapped children.the fun-
damentals of swimming.47
Over forty juniors and seniors who had either a driver's permit or
a license enrolled in Safe Teens, a national group dedicated to making
teens sgfer drivers. Organized in 1958 under Notre Dame Safe Teen Council,
Chapter 94,'the girls won aztrophy‘in 1960 for their safe-trafficlrecord.h8
.The Safe Teen members assisted the pblice at bicycle clinics on the
Satufdays in sprihg, held mock court trials fﬁ; careless drivers, launched‘
safety campaigns for student drivers, sponsored a safety display at a
local shopping center, and conducted annual membership‘drivés for the
organization.49
The teachers tried organizing a student council in 1953, but due
to lack of interest it did not become a reality until,i962, when fhe_
Sodality and home room officers formed the school's first Student

50

Council. "In later years it would‘be'an important group at.the school.,
In 1958, Sister M. Dolores Pavlik petitioned for and obtained a

charter to the-National'Honor Society of Secondary Schools. Named the

Blessed Alix’Chapter,:the object of the‘SOCiety was to create enthusiasm

for scholarship, stimulate a desire for service, promote worthy leader-

ship, and develop character in the students. .Unlike the other clubs at

47North‘0maha Sun, 22 October 1964, NDA Scrapbook, NDCA.

48"Schopl Chronicle," p. 194%; '"Chronicle Scrapbook," 1960-1961,
p. 42. ‘
"1pid,] 1962-1963, p. 785 1963-1964, p. 95.

arr———

50

"School Chronicle,' p. 152; Mantle, Notre Dame Academy Yearbook,
1962, - - ‘ ’ '
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the Academy, membership in the National Honqr'SOCiety was not'a student's
- personal choice. The faculty elected the members on the basis Qf'a npn
average, service, character, and 1eadershi§. The Blessed Alix Chapter
held Induétion Ceremonies each year'for the chosen seniors and‘jgniors;
sophomores were probaticnary members for a year.51

Two centennials and a golden jubilee singled out the fifties as
éignificant in the school's history. .One‘centennial commemorated the
“founding of the Congregation of the School Sisteré'de_Notré Danme in
Horazdovice,_CzechOslovakia in 1853, At a public celebration on 24 May
1953, the grade and high school students presented the history of the
Congregation in a pageant, '""The Legacy of the Lily and the Cross," which
Sister M. Gabriel wrote and directed.52

The citj‘of Omaha celebrated its centennial on 30 April 1954 with
a gigantic parade depicting youth and_éducation. ‘Nearly‘four thousand
elementary, secondary, and college youth participated in the floats, the
bands, or in the paradé.53 Aided by the Friends of Notre Dame‘and the
Sisters, the Academy girls constructed a fléat bearing the motto, "All-

Sk

American Team--Church-~-Home--Community~-School." Notre Dame commem-
orated Omaha's centennial in other ways. The freshmen planted a 'centen-

nial" tree on the front lawn of the school, and in May, the music recital

2lnschool Chronicle," p. 189.
221hid., p. 146.
53

Our Sunday Visitor, Omaha True Voice edition, 9 May 195k,

5l‘"’Converrl: Chronicle," p. 170; '"School Chronicle," p. 152; Omaha
World-Herald 25 April 1954,
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bore a centennial theme by featuring Omaha'compcsers.55

On IO'May‘196O,VArchbishop Gerald T{_Bergan dedicated the Shrine
of St. Joseph to solemnize the Golden Jubilee of the arrival bﬁ the Sisters:
in the United‘States. Following the brief butdoor<ceremopy, the visiting
clergy assisted the Archbishop in the ceiebration of.a‘Pontifical‘High
Mass at which the Glee Club sang. Later in May, the choirs from the
parishés where the Notre Dame Sisters taught joined in singing the litur-
\gical story of'the congregation's existence at a Choir'Festival.5

The increased enfollments of the late fifties necessitated changes
in the recreational eventS'ai.the school; In 1957, each class had its
‘own picnic at different parks; in 1958 the individual. class parties re-
placed the traditional éll—school parties, and roller skating became

57

popular. The juniors sponsored the school’s'fi:st public dance on
16 November 1951. When the administration banned dances at the Academy
in 1957 because.of vandalism, the sc£ool organizationslheld their dances
at local parish halls.58

»Among the annual séhool plays, the two outstanding productions were

The Upper'Room, a dramatization of the last hours in the life of Christ,

given in 1956; and A Mid~-summer Night's Dream, a combination play and

ballet which Sister M. Ruth Dolch directed in 1964 to honor the koOth

55"School Chronicle," p. 152, 154. For several years thereafter,
the freshmen class planted a tree on Arbor Day. '

56”Chfonicle Scrapbook," 1959-1960, p. 20, 2k.
'by"Schooi Chronicle," p. 175, 186.

58Ibid., p. 142, 186; "Chronicle Scrapbook,'" 1962-1963, p. 2k4;
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59

anniversary of William Shakespeare's death,

For several years the Sisters were qognizant of the fact that many
day students from South Omaha and other areas in the city had difficulty
getting to the Academy. City bus service provided transportation only
for those who lived near the bus'lines.‘.Therefore, Notre Dame decided to
purchase its own school bus to bring the girls, especially thoSé who were
not'on the city‘bus route, to the school. 'On 15 January 1956, the school
\held-its first cérnivai as a means of raising money to buy a forty-eight-
passenger bus."The'net,prdfit of 32,192.86~testified to the success of
the cooperative venture of the students and'Sisters;6O Successive sqhool
carnivals, an annual affair until‘l96§,'helped equip the science roo@,‘
'paid for new lockers and desks, purchased a segond.bus in 1962, and‘
supplemented the building fund;61

Am&ng the changes in the junior-senior events were the discontin-

uance of the Senior Skip Day; the aédition in 1960 of the Ring Ceremony
during which the seniors received their class rings as a symbbl of loy-
alty and achievement; and the revival of the junior—senior”prom in 1951

after a lapse of ten years.62 In 1957, at the request of the girls, the

prom and the banQuet became off-campus affairs.at local ballrooms and

59Omaha World-Herald, ca. 19 March 1956; "Chronicle Scrapbook,"
1963-1964, p. G8l. ' -

60

"School Chroniclej" p. 167; "Convent Chronicle,'" p. 176b.

61"School Chronicle,'" p. 176, 188, 184; "Chronicle Scrapbook,'
1959-1960, p. 10; 1960-1961, p. 9; 1961-1962, p. 25; 1962-1963, p. 15;
1963-1964, p. 27; 1964-1965, p. 1. The 1963 carnival realized $7541.59.

62”School Chronicle," p. 179; Spotlight, June 1951, p. 1; Mantle,
Notre Dame Academy Yearbook, 1960.
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hc;teil.s.s3 Three‘years later, the students asked for a Prom Announcement,
‘a clever way to announce the date, place, theme song, band and queen
candidates'for the prom through skits and songs. The first "P,A.," its
popular nickname, was a simple affair. .Gradually the preparations for
the '"P.A." became more elaborate, expensive, and highly secretive.
Seniors looked forward to that all-important day, andvjuniers hérked
untiringly to make their "P.A." the best one evero

Notre Déme[s neQ chapel was the scene for the senior commencement
exercises from 1952 until 1960, when St. Philip Neri Church in Florence
hosted the graduation for the next four years‘.65 Notre Damefs chapel
was too.sméll to accommédate the large senior classes of the sixties; as
well as their relatives and guests. |

The Academy administered its first scholarship examination.for
eighth grade girls in 1953-66 Barning the scholarship was more meaning-
ful than receiving it without any e}fort. Furthermore, the Sisters anti-
cipated that publicity of the scholarship recipients would.advertiSe'the
school and draw more ehrollees.

From 1958 to 1962 Notre Dame operated a kindergarten for boys and

<63"School Chrohicle,” p. 182; interview with Sister Agnes Marie
Ostry, 14 January 1975.

64"Chronicle_Scrapbook;"’1959~l960,‘p. 16; author's personal
knowledge.

65"Sch001 Chronicle," p. 139; Spotlight, May 1952, p. 1; '"Chronicle
Scrapbook," 1959-1960, p. 17; 1963-1964, p. 64. Graduation exercises
were in Notre Dame's new gymnasium from 1964 to 1968; the large classes
of over ninety necessitated the rental of the Music Hall at the Civic
Auditorium from 1969 to 1972; in 1973 and 1974, graduations were at the
Academy.

66"School Chronicle," p. 149.
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girls. The local pariéh schools had éldsed their kindergarténs,.and
sincelthe Academy had a large room suitable for this purpose, the Sisters
'yielded to the requests of the parents for a Catholic kindergarten for
their youngsters.67

'Two‘groups which closely assodiated'themselves with the Sisters
and the Academy continued their remarkable record of service and support.
The Notre Dame Ladies' Aid reorganiZed on 22 February 1952 under the
‘leadership of Mrs, Wélter Neef and adopted the name of Friends of Notre
Dame. Composed of the mothers of the present and former stﬁdents'and’
relatives and friends of the Sisters or the school, the new group elected
officers, conducted four business meetings a year, and sponsored onev
large money-making affair yearly.68 In the fall of 1956, the Ffiends of
Notre Dame began meeting monthly to plan a courthouse bazaar, rummage
sales, a mission benefit, Andxa card party. They héld-a tea for new
students. and their parents,.and enjgygd‘book reviews, concerts, and
style shows.69 From 1958 to 196k, fhese women plaﬁned specific programs
for each month of the school yéar in an effort to maintain the Academy's
high standards and to promocte ﬁer expansion program. anch class and the

70

girls' mothers were honored guests at one meeting during the year.

67Interview with Sister M. Loretta Polak, 29 July 1975. Sister
was in charge of the kindergarten those four years.

58"The Friends of Notre Dame," Typed MS, NDCA; "Convent Chronicle,"
. po 1630

69Mantle, Notre Dame Academy Yearbook, 1957; '"Friends of Notre
Dame,'" typed bulletin, NDA Scrapbonk NDCA,

70 "School Chronicle,' p. 188; '"Chronicle Scrapbook," 1959-1960
p. é5, 1960-1961, p. 19; 1961-1962, p. 45; 1962-1963, P 35, 1905-1904
S
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Meanwhile, the Alumnae Association varied its”ways‘of'raisihg
meney until 13 September'l951 when the group sponsored a card party for

the benefit of the Sisters and the~school.7l

The card party became an
annual successful event, noted for its warm hospitality, numereus prizes,
gift shoppe, and bake sale. In 1958 the Association inaugurated a
teachereeducation fund, earmarking a percentage of the card party profits
for this pux_-pose.?2 Eight alumnae from the classes of 194k and 1945 who
were close friends from high school days formed the Madonna Guild in
October 1958 as a means of keeping in touch. They worked together.on
handcrafts and ﬁovelties for the Sisters' Gift Shoppe and helped with
the alumnae deings.73
Life among the resident students at Notre Dame had its share of
changes. While still following the traditional scheduie of mornihg
Mass, classes, after sehool'tasks, two one-hour study periods, recreation,
night prayers, and iights out, the éirls expected more freedom in choos-
ing how to spend their leisure time on school days and especially on
week-ends., During the fifties the recreational activities such as
weiner roasts,ioutings, square dances, and birthday or special occasion
parties were simple. GCther than the prom, a few dances at Boys Town

were the only other bey—girl sOCials.74 At Christmas time the girls

“lischool Chronicle," p. 1hb.
72Ibid., p. 184, The teacher-education fund finances the college
education and professional growth of the Sisters.

731ntervieW'with Mrs. Mary Ellen Boyle Kerwin, 4 August 1975,

‘ 74Questlonna1re of author to Notre Dame Alumnae, 12 November 1974
"School Chronicle,'" p. 124, 135, 155.



85

caroled a£ the homes of the neighﬁors, St. Therese and St. Philip Neri
convents, and Florence Home for the'Agéd;75

Gradually the Sisters dllowed the girls to have more entertainment,
among which were the birthday dinners at nearby reétaurénts, picnics by |
the'Missouri River,yslumber par%ies,;week—ends with the“day students,
and Hallowéen, Christmas, gnd Valentine partiés with the Sisters. A
newly-equipped lounge on thé dormitory floor provided a place for relaxa-

76

tion through radio;-televisiqn, ping poné, and. various games. In 1961

the resident seniors entertained their boyfriends at the first dinner
party permitted at the Académy.77

Trips to downtown Cmaha for movies or shopping were more frequent
in the sixties, but there was a curfew hour which some girls disregarded'
and therefore had to sneak‘back-into the building_by way of the fire |
escape stairs. Since the fire escape door was next to the dormitory,
this'was_an idealfplacé to smoke without getting’caught too easily.
Usually the Sisters were lenient with offenders until in later years
when the administration placed a fine for smoking‘in'thé building dﬁring
the school day.78' |
| In retrospect, some alumnae felt their sheltered.and narrow exis-

~tence as boarders did not prepare them”adequatély for 1ife in the world.

Yet they acknowledged the friendly, unified, and loyal spirit among the

75”Chronicle Scrapbook,”_l959-1960, P.. 333 Mantle,‘l958, p. 333
interview with Miss Grace Thompson, 27 May 1975. The Thompsons live
across the street, north of the Academy.

76"Chi‘onicle Scrapbook,' 1960-1961, p. 43,

"7 tpig., 1961-1962, p. 67.
78 '

Questionnaire of author to Notre Dame Alumnae.
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girls. Recalling the normalvconflicté and differenées of teen-agérs, the
former residents agreed that'the.Sisters, especially the Hv.é.ubst:':’bLtu_te
mothers" who were with the girls more freéuently, were patient, generous .
_with their time, kind disciplinarians, understanding of adoleséents and
their problems, and truly concerned about each‘girl.79

In the mid 1950s, board and tuition was between $440 and $500 a
year, depending on whether -the girl stayed at the Academy over weekfends.go
" In 1960 the freshmen and sophoﬁores»paid_$90 a yea; for tuition; juniors
and seniors paid $100. Five-day residents had a board fee of $350.00
81

a year; seven-day boarders paid an additional $100. By 1962 the tui-

tion fees increased to $135 plus $10 for activities and book rental.82
The enrollment at the Academy-reachéd over the hundred mark for
the first time in tﬁe fall of 1949. From that year on, with the excep-
Jtion of l951iand 1952, the enrollment increased steadily. When the war
babies began entering high school in 1957, the figure soared from 190 to
242 and continued upward until it reached over three hundred in 1962.83
In the 1950s, fifty percent of the students were Omahans; by 1964

the percentage reached seventy-five. The girls represented almost every

parish in the city; with several enrocllees from outstate and from Iéwa,

?91pid.

8ONational Catholic Welfare Conference, Department of Education,
Report for Scholastic year 1955-1956, NDA files.

8 andbook for Students, 1960, p. 20-21, NDA files.
8Z"Chronicle Scrapbook,' 1962-1963, p. 37.

83Enrollmént figures, see Appendix A.
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Kansas, Miésouri, South Dakota, Colorédo,.Wyoming, Illinois and California.
The fifst foreign student came from Guam in 1951; later in the decade, four
girls from Panama and three from Puerto Rico jdined the Students.85 The
number of Negro students seldém reached more than seven or eight in any
given year. On the othe; hand, nph~Catholics came in increasingly greater
numbers during the sixties. Also, the Czech nationality was no longer as
predominant_as in. the eafly fifties.

Before long, the Academy could not accommodate the‘many students
who applied, chiefly‘for the ninth grade. In 1961 alone, Sister M.

' . .
Dolores refused admission to nearly ninety applicants. Yet, in 1962 the

enrollment was 328; in 1963 it reached 37#;86

For obvious reasons, the School Sisters undertook their fourth and
final building project. A quiet ground-breaking ceremony on 22 September
1963, which‘the‘Reverend Francis_Moreci, chaplain and religion instrﬁctor,
the Sisters and the students attendéd, initiated the consfruction of the 
east addition to the Academy and a south addition‘to'the conven.t.'87 In
November 1964, the Omaha archdiocese announced a 13.6 million dollar

expansion program to meet the growing demand for more'space and equipment

in the secondary schools. Of this amount, Notre Dame received SZO0,000'to

85Ibid., March 1951; p. 4; Notre Dame Alumnae Newsletter, December
1958, p. 10; The South Omaha Sun, 17 December 1959; 'Chronicle Scrapbook,"

86”Chronicle Scrapbook," 1961-1962, p. 1; 1962-1963, p. 1l; 1963~
1964, p. 1. '

87Ibid.g 1963-1964, p. S.

P .
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help defray the cost of her new section_'.88 Private donations,.alumnae
and Friends of Notre Dame benefits, and the savings of the Sisters fif
nanced somé of the cost, but a,hea&y debt-remained.89

The originél pians with Boyer and Biskup,vthe architects, and the
Butler Construction Company, thé contractors, stipulatgd tho'complction :
of the new school in time for the opéning of thé fall term in 1964.
Howe&er, several delays restricted'the use of the new faciiity-until
after the holidays. ‘On‘21_Decemer,'student volunteers aSSistea in the
movement of furniture and equipment fO-the new wing which contained
claésrqomé for business, journalism, and'foreién languages, the music
and art departments, and administrative offices. The three~floored
structure‘also included custodial quarters, a largé gymnasium, and a
cafeteria for over four hundred diners.go

Three events officially launched the new school in February 1965,
First, the junior and senior residents invited their friends'to a bunco -
and dance party in the school's lobbj. On 17 February-the Open House
incorporated a tea which the Madonna Guiid held for prospective freshmen,
Finally, a dinner for the faculties ofithe neighbofing parochial grade

91

schools preceeded'a general tour of the east building on 21 Febrﬁary.‘

88Omaha World-Herald, 13 November 1964; North Omaha Sun, 19
November 1964, p. 38, NDA Scrapbook, NDCA. o

89Each Notre Dame Sister who is employed sends a certain percentage
of her salary to the Motherhouse for specific funds and for the upkeep
and operation of the. Motherhouse and Academy. The Sister-treasurer
deposits the money or invests it for the retirement, hospitalization,
and daily living expenses of .those Sisters who reside at the Motherhouse.

9O

orth Omaha Sun, 22 December 1964, p. 18, NDA Scragbook, NDCA.

9lIbid.; 11 February‘1965, NDA Scrapbook, NDCA; "School Chronicle,"

P 2e

~
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Two major building ventures; a varied curriculﬁm; numerous cultural,
social, and religious clubs and activites; civic and community involve-
ment; foreign students, larger enrollmentjénd an inéfeaéed faculty; and
the schblastic performance and\excellence'of the girls marked the history
of Notre Dame Academy from 1950 to 1964, During thecc years, three prin-
gipals guided the course-of events.

Sister M. Magdalen Rozmajzl, principal from 1947 to 1954, developed
the science department where she taught for several years beforé, during,
and after her principalship. When Sister became school treasurer in
1955, she sought to rationalize the financial procedﬁres of the institu-
tion. She inspected the account books and notified the students whose
bills were in arrears. She'estimated that she collected about one-half
of the total $2000 in unpaid bills.%?

Sister M., Magdalen was dedicated to professional growth. She
received three National Science Foundation grants: in 1959, for‘chemistry
at Gonzaga University,.- Spokane, ‘Washington; in 1961, for chemistry and
modern méthematics at South Dakota State College; Brookings; and in 1965
for radiation chemistry at Montana State University in Bozeman. The |
National Science Foundation also paid her expenses for a teacherltraining
course in Modern Developments in Physidé at the University of Omaha in
1964, and a course. in P.S.S.C. Physics at Creighﬁon._Unive_rsity.g3
" From 1955 to 1958, Sister M. Emmanuela Karnik met two major

challenges. First, an enrollment increase from 119 in 1954 to 242 in

1957 necessitated more faculty members. The 1954 faculty had eight

921nterview with Sister M., Magdalen Rozmajzl,.?,January 1975.

93Sister M. Magdalen Rozmaj21~to author, 11 October 1975.
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Sisters and two priests; in 1956, Notre Dame employed Miss Janice Schott,
the first lay woman since 1941, By 1957 there were eleven Sisters, two
priests, and one lay position filled in rapid succession by three differ-

o4

ent women. The second challenge copcerned the girls. By 195§.over
seventy-five percent were Omahans. With more girls earning their own-
.money, their life style became less-disciplined and more permiésive. As
a result, the administration deemed‘it necessary to dismiss some girls
‘for disciplinary reasons in order to preserve the quality of education and
the moral standards of the Academy.95' |
Sister M. Dolores Pavlik, principal from 1958 until 1964, intro-
duced several changes. With her characteristic concern for the low-
achieving student, Sister outlined a special reading program, with oral
book reports as a motivation for the development of reading skills. She
devised a Service Honor Roll which recognized those students who could
not achieve scholastic honors, but Qho served the school by participating
in any of the numerous school-related eventsf At the end of each quar-
ter, Sister-bbsted three lists: the Scholastic Honor Roil, the Service
Honor Roll,vand the Reading Honor Rbll. To be listed on the latter, a
student had to accumulate 125 points for the books read, which included
four-classics.96

An incident during Sister M. Dolores' term indicates the school's

rapport with the Florence community. On 7 January 1963, the faculty and

9b'"School Chronicle," p, 18l. Miss Schott received a salary of
$1,350.00 a year. : ‘

'951bid.., p. 126, 159, 165, 174.
96Mant1e, 1960; "School Chronicle," p. 189, 195; "Chronicle

Scrapbook,' 1959-1960, p. 41-47; 1960-1961, p. 22-28; 1961-1962, p. 51-53;
1962-1963, p. 49, 107; 1963-1964, p. 73-74, 1ll.
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elementary school children from the old Florence'Public‘School‘transferred
to the new building on Thirty-Sixth Street, west of Notre Dame property.
As the youngsters and their teachers walked past the Academy, thc high
school girls greéted them with banners, cheers, and signs of welcome.
Notre Dame also sent a potted plant to grace the office of the new
school. The Florence School faculty and Paul A. Miller, Superintendent
of the Omaha Public Schools wrote to ackhowledge the “gracious‘reception
of several hundred young strangers in your community°"97‘_The following
September, Sister M. Dolores and Margaret Wall, an alumna of Notre Dame
“and kindergarten teacher at the Flbrence Public.Schoél,’hosted a tea for
the sixteen teachers, the school nurse, cafeteria workefs, and Dr.
Elizabeth Tate, principal of the new school. %

The-réminiScences of a graduate aptly described Notre Dame's im-
pact on "her girls," regardless‘of their status as resident or day
student:

To me Notre Dame was a total experience. The sights

of blue-uniformed girls all equal no matter what color their

skin was, of smiling faces under black veils, of the chapel

at Christmas time . . ., Lent and the shroud-covered statues.

The sounds of happy voices talking, laughing, in the
dorm, -in the halls, of singing along with the radio, the
chorus, or at mass. . . . Bells ringing, waking us in the
morning, at mass, « . . reminding us of class, lunch, and

" the end of the school day, and at the end of the day, the

sleepy sounds in the dorm at night.

The smells of fresh bread baking, of good food cooking,
of floor polloh and Lysol, starched curtains in the dorm and

7 paul A. Miller, Superintendent of Schools, to Notre Dame Academy,
Notre Dame Alumnae Newsletter, Spring 1963, p. 13.

98

"Chronicle Scrapbook,'" 1963-1964, p. 1k.
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incense in the chapel. The taste of fresh baked kolache,
or a sour gum ball from Florence Drug Store or a package
of Chee-tos from the school store.

The feellng of well-being, happiness, understandlng
and getting along with others, the knowledge that you
belong. Notre Dame was all that and much more. It was
an education, scholastic, 5001al99mora1, and religious,
an education to last a lifetime. ' : '

99Quest10nna1re from Mrs. Rollin Ellis (Margaret Ann Salstrand),
Roca, Nebraska.



V. INNOVATIONS AND PROGRESS, 1965-1971

The expanded building facilities at Notre Dame Academy warranted
the development of new edgcatioﬁal trends to meet the challenges of an
increasing enrollment. In 1965, Sister M. Immaculata (Pauline) Polak,

“ the prineipal, organized a Home and School Association whose members

would be the pafents of the girls attending the Academy and the faculty
_'féaChing at. the school.1 The purpose of the Association was to strengthen
the educational policies and promote the'students"welfai'e.2 Husband and
wife jointly sgrved‘as the officers of the Assoéiation, The Association
held meetings four times during the school mohths, sponsored a fall

dance for the parents of the students, and conducted avcarnival to raise
funds for the Academy; however, fund-raising was not a regularlfunction

of the group. In general, the group helped to bring about a closer
_cooperatioﬁ betweén the‘faculty and the students.

Two years later, Sister Pauline Polak initiated the Notre Dame
Academy Board of Education which{became responsible for promoting "an
éffective program of religibus, intellectual, cultural,’social,.and

3

physical education for the students attending Notre Dame Academy."

‘ lNorth Omaha Sun, 25 March 1965, p. 19, Notre Dame Academy Scrapbook-
I, Notre Dame Convent Archives, Omaha.  (Hereafter cited as NDA Scrapbook
I, NDCA.) o '

2'!Schooi Chronicle, 1965-1974," p. 4, &,

3Notre Dame Academy Newsletter, December 1968; Constitution of the
Notre Dame Academy Board of Education, mimeographed copy, Notre Dame
Academy files. (Hereafter cited as NDA files.)
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~Basically, its functions were to defiﬁe broad educational_programé to
determine policiés for the operation and maintenance of the school, to
‘authorize teacher employment and benefits, and to establish the4budget.
The original Board of Education consisted of the principai, the  husband-
wife presidenté of the Home and School Association, a fepresentative of
the Friends of Notre Dame,‘and six members which the princ;pal‘Selected.
A 1971 amendment-to the:Constitution'empoweréd-the Home and School
Association to elect the six members from among the parents of the girls
attending the’Academy.’,Their three-year term of office was on a rotating
-basis.5 'During the course of its existence,‘the Board sgt tuition cgsts;
sought financial aid for the Acadeﬁy from the Archdioceée and other
soﬁrces; established grants-in-aid; approved the handbook, school calen-
dar, extraordinary»schéol activities, and student appearance and behavior;
and handled requests. for the public use of the-Acaaemy facilities. . While
the Board of Education did not admiﬁister the school, it aimed at serving
the best interests of the majority of the students, their parents, the
faculty, and the SiSters;6

A historic change in the‘administration‘of’Notre.Dame Aqademy’was
~the appointment‘of.its first and only lay principal in 1968. Timothy
Rouse, social studies instructor and debate coach at the Academy, held

that position until 1971, when Sister M. Louise (Gene Marie) Waiss became

principal.7

uIbid.

5Constitution of the Board of Education, revised; 12 August 1971,
mimeographed copy, NDA files.

6Notre Dame Academy Newsletter, August 1969, NDA files.

"ngchool Chronicle," p. 13; The True Voice, 1968, NDA Scrapbook II,
NDCA, - E
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In Decgmber‘l967, Sister Pau1ine Polak, who was the principal of
the Academy,’aécepted'a‘ﬂew position as Education Coordinator for'the
"Notre Dame Sisters. Since this was a full-time job, effective in
September 1968,‘she asked to be relieved of hér duties at the Abadem&.
Apparently,‘the other qualified principals aﬁong the Notre Damg Sisters
hesiﬁatea to assﬁme the job of principal at a time when the school had
an enrollment of over four hundred,.and had several new educational
methods in process. Possibly another reason for the appointment of .
Rouse was the trend of_the sixties to place the laity in the roles of
administration which formerly the religious women held. -Suqh anvappoint-
ment might broaden the scope of the ACadgmy, attracting more girls and
financial support from the public.

Another innovation at the Academy was the establishment of the
Notre Dame Academy Board of Regents in June 1969. The ten civic, reli-
gious, and business leaders, which the Board of Education nominated and
the President of the Notre Dame Congregation appointed, elected Mrs.
Frank Morrison, wife of a former Governor of Nebraska, as their first
chairperson.8 "The creation of the Board of Regents was probably an
attempt to involve influential leaders in Omaha in the Academy's manage-
ment as a means of obtaining financialvsupport and assistance from the
larger community. »The Board. of Regents was to "advise andiassist the
administration and the Board of Education . . . in formulating pblicies_

affecting the management and growth of the school.”9 To fulfill this'

8"Notre Dame Academy Board of Regents,! mimeographed copy, NDA files.

QNorth Omaha Sun, 19 June 1969, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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function, each memBer served on one of‘three committees: the.Campﬁs
.Planning’Committee which advised the échool concerningarenovation, con-
struction, maintenance and replacement of equipmenﬁ; the Financial
'Planning;Commitfee which recommended means of securing'adequaté.funds to
stabilize the budget; ahd the Public Relations Commiftee which advised
the school on effective relations with the parents and the cominunity.lo
At the suggestion of‘this last committee, which recognized_the complexi-
ties of operating and financing a private.school, Notre Dame hired
Edmund J. Leslie asAfull—time‘public reiations'director in May'l969.

His duties included internal and external commuhigations, fund-raising,
and student recruitment ., Tt

Leslie'reported the activities and educational programs of the

school through newspaper articles and the publication of the Notre Dame

Academy Newsletter. ‘Hié efforts were beneficial. However, in view of

the school's financial situation at’ the time, it was costly to emplqy an
individual for a job which either the administration, a faculty member,
or the journalism élass céuld have performed.

Notre Dame experimented with various educational innovations in
the late sixties and early seventies., In l967:the school adopted a
modular scheduling system which divided the‘schoolvday into‘fwenty mod-
ules of twenty minutes each.12 An individual student had a different

schedule for each day of the week. In the course of one week, the

1OIbid.; Notre Dame Academy Newsletter, August 1969, NDA files.

llNotre Dame Academy Newsletter, May 1959; The True VULLE, cd.
1969, NDA Scrapbook I, NDCA.

12Focus, Notre Dame Academy, Omaha, Fall 1967, Pe 3o
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student spent time in-a.large group, small group and lab group‘inStruc-

~ tion, and in independent learning. In the:large group of fifty to two
hundred'stuaents, the teacher presenﬁéd the subject material in\a'lecturé;
a movie, or other media. The small group;‘cpnsiSting of approxiﬁately
fifteen students, had discussions of and presentations on the subject
material. An average of twenty-five students formed the lab group where
experimentation, diScussion, and analysiévof the subject enabled them to
practice the néle—learned skills. In maihematics and foreign language
courses, the teachers appliéd only the small‘group and indepéndent learn-
ing techniques; fhe‘other subjects utilized all four methods. When not
invdived in any of the three settings, a student’spent the unscheduled
time in a resource center, the library, or the media center where she
worked independently, with others, or with the aid'of a-teacher. Because
each départment'had_a designated_wérk area (resource center), there were
no study halls.13 Through the modular arrangement, the teachers were’
available to assist'the individual ‘students on a one-to-one basis.
Furthermore, this system enabled team-teaching in such areas as English,
history, science, and the fine arts.

. An added feature of tﬁe modﬁiar system was the localization of multi-
media equipment in the Instructional Materials Center., This areéa housed -
filmstrips, tapes, records, films, video~tapes, slides, tranéparencies,
and the various machines, Which_the étudents utilized in,individual.car-

-rels, making it possible to replay any item for addifional learning.A This

centralization of all the electronic equipmenlt cut down the expense

13"Excellence Through Innovation--A Team Approaéh;" Student
Handbook, 1968-1969, p. 4-6, NDA files.
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of purchasing separate audio-visual materials for each department.l

The flexibility of modular scheduling permitted other changes. In
1968, the inauguration of a three-track course program allowed for the
different intellectual abilities of .the students. The new curriculum
offered an acceleratedchIIege preparatory programffor the exceptional
students, college preparatory‘qr business education,fbr the avérage and
above-average learners, and general or vocational education for the
slower-learning students. The three tracks involved different courses,
teachers and books geared tovthe_learn;ng ability of the students’.l5

The three-track system had some problems. Slower-learning students
had little challenge and motivation when placed consistently with théir‘
equals in class. The teachefs discovered that a girl in this lower.
level often regressed or éhowed littie progress. The exceptional‘or
.above-average students shunned ceftain courses, particularly the home
economics and business courses,_bec;use they regarded them as vocafional
subjects. The teachers of these courses, on the other hand, reasoned
that the girls, regardless of their intelligence or future plans, would
profit from the knowledge and skills which the courses offered. Unfor-
tunately, the three-track_system labeled the girls according to their
learning abilities. In thé past, the intelligent-students‘had régistered
for academic courses, but there apparently was no stigma attaéhed to the

less capable students who had chosen courses adapted to their abilities.

lL}Notre Dame Academy Newsletter, Dgcember 1968 The True Voice,
11 April 1969; p. 7, NDA 5crapbook II, NDCA.

15The True Voice; Omaha World—Herald, 1969, NDA Scrapbook II,
NDCA, ‘ ' |
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Student resentment to the three cafegories of ééademic,'general, and
deVelopmental,prompted the'discontinuahce of this prog}am.1
Along the idea of the three—level‘learning tracks, Sister M.
Dolores Pavlik, the full{time reading specialist, created such‘cqurses
as developmental reading, vocabulary development, library skills, speed
' reading, and enriéhment rea@ing,'a cdursé designed to broaden the student's
knowledge through the reading of a variety of paperbacks.l?
Notre Dame experimented with an integrated curriculum in 1969.
This innovation eliminateditheAdupligation of information by coﬁbining
previously independent ciasses. . While integration required‘more prepara-
tion for each teacher, it also permitted a better use of‘the staff bé-
cause each teacher co@ld concentrate on his specific subject. Large
group lectures and small group instruction became a team responsibility,
and not'solely the task of éne teacher. The integrated systeﬁ also
classified students acéording to learning ability, thereby setting cer-
tain standards of achievement'for each group. The two integrated pro-
grams were the American'Studies‘and the Fine Arts. The former correlated
American history and literature for the sophomores and juniorsj the latter
dealt with the history of fine arts, dance, music, drama, and painting
for the freshmen.l8
After a year's trial, the team evaluated the American Studies pro-

gram. The major advantage was the development of a total view of

6Author's personal knowledge.
l?N
18

otre Dame Academy Newsletter, May 1969, NDA files.

South Omaha Sun, 4 December 1969, p. 28, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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American life throuéh the histdry and literature of each period studied.
Two.chief‘diSadvantages»were.the extensive planning reQuired of the
teachers and the amount of‘workvexpected from‘the students. However,
recognizing the success and value of the program, the staff decided to
correlate literature and Christian Life (religion) into a Modern Man
course for seniors,vénd the literature and history of the ASiaﬁ countries
~into a World Studies course for.sophomores and juniors in 1970.19

Bach year the adminiétration and faculty evaluated‘the educational
program of the school and made improvements. . In 1970, Rouse, the prin-
cipal, devised the progresSiVé cycle which eliminated the loss of a day
of classes due to holidays, vacations, and teachers' workshops. In “
place of Monday through Friday,'the days were numbered from one to five.
Day One did not always coincide with Monday, and-so on.ZO The prﬁgres-
sive cycle proved effective. Therefore, in 1971 and 1972, the calendar
indicated a ten-day cycle instead Qf‘the pre&ious five~day. In 1973 the
cycle consisted of seven consecutive days.zl The longer cycle provided
greater option in the number of times each class met, as long as it
abided by the state regulations regardiﬁg credit hours.

The sch001 also searched for ways to involve the parents in the
-educat;onal progress of their daughters, In past years, the school sent

report cards to the parents, either by mail or with the girls. In 1964

19quth Omaha Sun, 7 May 1970, p. 24, NDA Scrapbock II, NDCA.

2O”Student Handbook for 1970-1971,'" mimeographed addenda, p. 2,
NDA files. ' '

21"Student Handbook,'" 1971, appendix; 1972, appendix; 1973, p. 5,
NDA files. ' '
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the faculty distfibuted the report cafds for'the firsf quarter to the
parents at parent-teacher'Conferences.22 This new method proved to be
effective because the teacher and the7parents diécussed the girl's pro-~
gress and offered'suggestiohs,for improvement.

A modification of the plan in 1966 allowed the parents to attend
classes on an evening during which they followed a telescoped schedule
similar to the oné thedir daughte:s lelowed.ZB» The next two years,_thé
parents received the first quarter reports in the ‘mail. Shortly after,

a team of teachers volunteered to ﬁisit the homes to gain a better under-
standing of the students'.environment. in 1968, the teachers visited
only thq homes of th‘e‘freshmen.24 After evaluating tbese three ways; the
.administration and faculty concluded that parent-teacher conferences

each fall and spring‘were the mosﬁ profitable, and_adopted that plan for
the remainder of the s'chool‘terms.25

There were some interesﬁing enrollment facts during this period of
the Academy's existénce.‘ First, from 1964 until 1970, the girls attend-
ing Notre Dame numbered over four hundred. The peak enrollment was 432
in 1965.26 Secondly, the school discontinued the boarding facilities in

27

1967.° The Sisters located homes in the neighborhood for the few girls

22”School Chronicle," p. 2.

231bide, pe 8.
2k

~“Ibid., p. 13; "Sgudent Handbook, 1968-1969," p. 19, NDA files.

2on3tudent Handbook, 1969-1970," p. 19, NDA files; "School Chronicle,"
p. 17, 19.

26

"School Chronicle," pe 1, 4, 8, 12; Appendix A.
27 '

"School Chronicle," p. 8.
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from outstate or ofher states who wished to,comélete their education at
Notre Dame. In'1968, ten juﬁior and senier boys'from.nearby Rummel High
School, an all-boys school opeféted by the Christian Brbthers,;were the
first male enrollees at the_allfgirl high school. They attended a new
experimental class -in dramatic‘arts; experimental in the sense that Rummel
end Notre Dame considered exchanging students in other subjectfareas if
this one proved successfui.28 Three foreign girls, one from Talcahuano,
Chile in 1966; an exchange student from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1969,
and another exchange student from Quezon, Philippines in 1970 attended

the Academy.29

No student from the Academy studied abroad as an'exchaﬁge
student. |
Two fundamental differences in the enrollments of these years in-
volved nationality and religious denomination. From the first yeer»of
“its operétion, the Academy weleemed students of any nationality and
faith. However, as the population.;f North Omaha shifted because of
more Negroes moving into the area, the clientele of the Academy also
changed. Furthermore, the bus services either were non-existent or were
too ‘inconvenient for those areas of Omaha where the Czech girls lived.
As a result, the girls from South Omaha found it incfeasingly difficult
to attend Notre Dame unless they pro;ided their own transportation. An
unofficial and incomplete survey, which the Spanish class conducted in -

1968, revealed that among Notre Dame's students, those of lrish descent

28Omaha World-Herald, 20 September 1968; The True Vomce, September
1968, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

1

9Focus, Fall 1966, p. 22; North Omsha Sun, 27 March 1959; The
True Voice, 18 September 1970, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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were most numerous; Germans came in a close second;'Czech, though‘third,
finished far behind, and almost every other ethnic group had somé.repre-
sentation.Eo
Non-Catholic girls now reached a significant number, Thé,1968-1969
enrollment of 430 included thirty girls of ten different denominations.
Calholic studeﬂts'came from thirty Omaha parishes and one each from Blair,
Elkhorn, Ralston, North Bend, and'Norfolk_.31
During the 1969-1970 school term, forty-eight of the 421 girls were
not Catholic. The girls represented the Lutheran, Methodisf, Episcopgl,
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Christian denominations from nineteen differ-
ent churches. The Catholic students came from thirty-one parishes in
the metropolitan area, ,Stuaents also were from Ralston, Elkhorn, Fort

32

Calhoun, Blair, and Carter Lake. Of the entire enrollment, ten were

Negro students.33
When questioned as to what they found to be advantageous at Notre
Dame, the non-Catholic and Negro girls listed iﬁdiVidual attention, more
elective courses in business and science, greater discipline and less
freedom, smaller class sizes, friendlier teachers, and a stimulus to
étudy. However, they aiso noted that some teachers were less qualified

than those at their-respective public schools, that Notre Dame girls

were less mature, and that racial disturbances at the public school was

3oNotre Dame Academy Newsletter, December 1968, NDA files.

31 Ibld., May 1969; '"Parish Data of Notre: Dame Academy Students,
1968-1969," Student Handbook, NDA files.

)a”Profile of Notre Dame Academy, 1969-1970," mimeographed CODPY
NDA files.

33Sundé}y World-Herald, 8 February 1970, Section B, p. 1, NDA
Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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the ma jor reason for their_transfér to the'Academy.3
Nétre.Damé‘recruited sfudents through phone calls, 1etters, open
house programs, newspaper advertisements,‘and especially by "word of
mouth'" of the students. The'Academy_limited‘her récruitment of students
from the_Catholic elementary schools to those parishes where the Sisters
taught or which were close to the school. In the late sixties, the
Archdiocesan Education office established several evenings in January
and February when all Cétholic high schools could present information
about their‘educationaljprograms to any studehfs from.the elementary
séhools who attended. Thié'prevented the disruption of classes at the
grade schools and eliminated undue cqmpetition for the above-average
students.35
In 1968 the Notre Dame Board of‘Educationuinitiated a new program
of grants-in-aid to assist students who would otherwise‘be unab1e to
_afford a private education. Througg the program, a'studentvreceived a
subsidy, depending on her need, to defray all or part of her fuition

36

cost, which was $275.00 in 1969.”° To retain the grant-in-aid, the girl

.had‘to maintain a “C" average and continue to demonstrate financial need.
Twenty girls received assistance in 1969‘through this'program.37

Another means of financial assisfance was available to the girls

1biq., p. 3.

35"School Chronicle,'" p. 1h; Notre Dame Academy Newsletter, May
1969, NDA files; Omaha World-Herald, & January 1971, NDA Scrapbook II,
NDCA. ~ — =

-

36"Profi1e'of Notre Dame Academy, 1969-1970," mimeographed copy,
NDA files.

3 nidentified clipping, ca. 1969, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA; Notre
Dame Academy Newsletter, August 1969, NDA files.
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who lived near the schodl. Each year about twenty girls recéived'credit
toward their tuition for each hour of custodial work performed after
school. The work ‘involved Qlassroom.cleaning.BS
The adoption of modular scheduling and the large enrollmént between

1967 and 1972 necessitated a faculty increase. Typical of the faculties
‘during this peridd, the 1969—1§70.faculty and administration consisted
of twenty-one Notre Dame Sisters} fourteen lay men and_women, three:
priests, and two practice teachers. Of these forty, twentyéeiéht were
full-time and twelve were pért—time»teachers, and three were full—time
office personnel. Fourteen members of the teaching staff had a masters
degree or higher, seven were beginning teachers, and ten were on the
staff for the first time. The average teaching experience was 12.3
years. Included'in the faculty were a reading specialist, two full-time
instructionél'materials specialists, one full-time guidancé specialist,
“and two part-time counselors.39 '0f further interest, among the faculty
for that year were Morven Ngaiyaye, a native of Malawi, Africa and the
first Negro to teach at Notre Dame; Jorge Leal, formerly of Cuba, and
Richard Gulizia, a blind teacher from Omaha.uo

These six years witnessed some new and interesting features in the
school routine. As early as 1959, when the school applied for North

Central accreditation, the State Department of Education wrote that to

qualify, the Academy needed a physical education program with‘a<certified

38"Notre Dame Student Handbook, 1971—1972," NDA files,

39"Proflle of Notre Dame Academy, 1969-1970," mlmeowraphed cOpY s
NDA files.

‘ 40Unidentified clipping, 1969; Omaha World-Herald, 24 October 1969,
NDA Scrapbook 1I, NDCA.
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teacher and proper facilities for such a progr"am‘.L+l With the construc-
tion of the east wing in 1964, the shower and gym rooms were available,
but there was not an organizeéd physical education program until 1969 when
Carol Chandler, a graduate of Peru State College, introduced a‘complete
physical education program forAfreshmen and intramurallsportS-for the
upperclaéses. She worked on expanding the Girls Athletic Association to -
include bowling, horseback riding, and ice skating.hz' In January 1970,
" about fifteen girls spent an houf and a half each.week at Ponca Hills
Equestrian Center, taking‘a horseback riding course for credit.qz
Sister Mary LeezKenworthy broadened the program in.1970 to. include

archery and track. The girls practiced archery in the spacious garage
beneath the east wing. Notre Dame's track team competed in various meets,
winning third place at the Invitational Track Meet at Peru, Nebraska in
1971

Debate once again became a popular cd-currigular a¢ti§ity. In
1966 the'schodl joined the Greater Omaha League of Debaters (GOLD) which
gave beginning debaters frequent opportunities for pra-c:tice.)+5 In 1968
the Academy formed a National Forensic League Chapter which sponsored

the Hilltopper Invitational Debate Tournament in 1968, 1969, and 1970.46

*Lischool Chronicle," p. 190.

Lo

North Omaha Sun, 2 October 1969, p. 1%, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

u30maha World—Herald, 9 January 1970, p. 8, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA,

quNorth Omaha Sun, 7 January 1971, 15 April 1971, NDA Scrapbook II,

NDCA. .
b5

46North Omaha Sun, 21 November 1968, p. 20; unidentified clipping,

ca. 1969; Omaha World-Herald, 22 November 1970, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

"School Chronicle," p. 8.




107

Annually,‘Notre Dame's debatérs'participated‘in numerous tourneys in tﬂe
state and in Kansas, Iowa, and Minnesota and won several first and second
place honors. In 1970 thirty;Six teams from‘nineteen high schqols'met in
‘fhe Nebraska National Forensic League's annual championship debate to
argue the naticnal ﬁopic, ﬁResolved; that the U.S. Congress should pro-
hibit unilateral U.S. military intervention in foreign countries." The
Academy's team of,Régina Pirruccello and Mary Jo Hill defeated a Creighton

b7

1

Prep team to win this contest.

Since its organization in 1963, the Concert Choir gradually earned
a reputation for proficiency and excellence that brought numerous invita-
#ions for public appearances. Consequently, the choral group presented
concerts at the Cathedral §f_the Risen Christ in Lincoln, Burns High
Schoql‘in-Norfolk, St. Cecilia's High in Hastings, Central Catholic High
in West Point, Clair Methodist Church in Omaha, the Rotéry.Club conven=
tion banquet and the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women Convention
and other'civic<andvsocial functions in (Dma’ha.l+8

Notre Dame released its second record, '"Notre Dame Salutes the
Baroness" in 1969. The disc éémmemoratea the Concert Chpir‘s performance
honoring the Bar§ness*von Trapp Fémily Singers af the.UniVersity'of
‘Nebraska '"Weekend with Music" in January. The girls sang six selections

L9

from the movie,”Sound'of'Music."

L7

Omaha_iorld-Herald, 20 March 1970, p. 9, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

48"School Chronicle," p. 9-10; The True Voice, 1 November 1968;
Omaha World-Herald, 8 November 1968, NDA Scrapbaok IT, NDCA.
L
9Benson Sun, 23% January 1969, De 21, unldentlfied cllpplng, ca.
1969, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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There were several new addifioné in the extra-curricular activities
during Notre Dame's years of'rapid innovation. In theiépring of 1967,
the school replaced the class parties and school picnic with its first
Field Day at Miller Park.50 The day consisted of competitive éames
between thé four grades.

In 19067 the school launched its first Homecoming with a powder
puff football game between the;Notre Dame_girls‘and the Mercy High School
'-girls. A parade of floats and a cheerleading squad added color and ex-
,citément to the event., The highlight, however, was the coronation of a
Homecoming Queen‘at the evening formal dance in the school's gym.51 In
the succeeding years,'homecoming extended to a very spirited week of
class competition in hall_decofations, float consﬁruction, skits, and
the exhibition of school spirit through songs and cheers.sz‘ A volley-
ball game between the faculty and the Roadrunners, the student team, and
a parade of floats and decorated cars through the Flofence_area were
special attractions inblater years.

The Christian Life department initiated a Day of Sharing, a pre-
Christmas prdject, in 1968 aﬁd sponsored it for the next five years. On
the last day before the holiday vacation, the students spent the morning
bringing Yuletide cheer to hospitals and homes for the elderly, packaging
toys at -the Salvation Army, helping the elderly‘ana sick with house

éleaning, baking and decorating cookies for distribution to the needy,

50"School Chronicle," p. 10; Focus, Spring 1967, p. 10.

51Focus, Winter 1968, p. k4.

22North Omaha Sun, 18 December 1969, p. 19, NDA Scrapbook II,
-NDCA., '
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and assisting at the "Toys for Tots" project ai_Fdrt Omaha. In the
afternoon the girls returned to the school for a speciél liturgical.
celebration, during which they recounted £heir experiences of fhe day.s-3
| Notre Dame sponsored the first_inter-school academic comﬁetition
between privéte and public grade and junior high schools in 1969. Known
as "Wits Clash" and based on the television shéw, "College Bowl,'" ‘the
contest pitted teams from fifteen schools against each other in science,
mathematics, social studies, English, music and art. anh school entered
vtwo teams of four members éach. During the first three rounds, the com-
peting teams attempted_to-win the‘mgst_points, The fourth and final
round between the two teams of different schools which accumulated the
most points, determined the winners of the "Wits Clash." Notre Dame
awarded first and secohd'place trophies to the winning and‘runner;up
teams, and certificates to the teams which won'in the preliminary

54

rounds. Because of the beneficial competition in an area other than

sports, '"Wits Clash" continued until 1973.55'
On 21 April 1970, the Notre Dame girls joined thousands of youth

and adults in the first nation-wide Earth Day, which alerted Americans

to the causes of environmental pollution. The faculty suspended the

regular class sessions. for first-hand '"teach-ins" aboﬁt pollution and

conservation. Wearing gas masks, the girls marched from Thirtieth and

53Omaha World-Herald, 20 December 1968, p. 9; North Omaha Sun,
19 December 1965, 17 December 1970, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

5480uth~0maha Sun, 13 November 1969, p. 30; Benson Sun, 20
November 1969, p. 3; Northwest Omaha Bencon Sun, 19 November 1970, p. 10,
NDA ‘Scrapbook II, NDCA, ' '

55,

uthor's personal knowledge.
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State Streets to the Mormon Bridge, a distance of over twelve blocks.

They recorded noiselevels at a rock music dance to study sound pollu-

56

The school's locker room became a pollution room of smoke,

27

tion.
sulfur'fumes, garbgge, Iitter, and tubs of green water.
A Right to Life Day in March‘l971'providedvthe girls with an in-
sight into several aspects of the abortion question. Competenf pro-
fessionals handled the medical@_moral, sociél,'and psychological'impli_
cations of abortion. The Right‘to Life program COncludéd with a debate
on the pros and cons of abortion.58

In 1967, Notre Dame's drama department began producing two plays

" instead of the usual on-e.59 In 1968 the class delved into a multi-media

drama, The Black and the Rose, a play which depicted thé fragments of a
young man's life through the utilization of sound and light in films,

slides, music, and VOice.6O The following year, the traveling theater

of the Hilltop drama class presented Aesop's Falables at fifteen loca-
tions throughout the city. The musical blended modern-day terminology

and rock music with the wit and morals of the ancient Greek, Aesop.

Aesop's Falables was unique for three reasons: it was the first Children's

56Sundaz world-Herald, 19 Aprll 1970, p. 6-B, 22 April 1970, NDA
Scrapbook II, NDCA.

57‘)2‘he Notre Dame Earth_Day activities drew press attention outside
of Omaha. See The Lincoln /Nebraska/ Star, 23 April 1970; Dallas /Texas/
Morning News, 23 April 1970, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA,

58The True Voice, 26 March 1971; North Omaha Sun, 26 March 1971
p. 1, 13, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

59"School‘Chroniclé," p. 13-1h4,

60North Omaha Sun, 17 October 1968, p. 10; Omaha World-Herald,
18 October 1968, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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Theater producfiqn of the drama class; their first performance in the
round, and'thé‘first time they went on the road with a play.6l

Since 1966, boys from the locality ?1ayed the male roles in the
school's prqductions.62 However, the Fantasticks in 1970 coﬁﬁined the
talents of the Notre Dame girls with the experience of several Omaha
Playhouse and college thespians in a perfbrmance that thfilled‘the
63

audiences,

The Notre Dame faculty made history in 1969'when‘it.starred in

its first all-teacher production, No, No, A Million Times No. The melo-

drama was so successful that the faculty presented Up with Charlie Brown

in 1970 and Winnie the Pooh in 1971.64 The proceeds from these plays

helped to supplement the.Academy's budget.

Two new organizations in 1965 were the Student Councii and the
National Business Honor Society. Student Councils werg-popular in the
sixties; thereforé, Notre Dame inaﬁéurated one which would promote
harmonious relations throughout'the school, improve student moraie,

.assist in the managemenf of the school, provide a forum for student

expression, and direct activities.65' Initially,'it sponsored a style

61North Omaha Sun, 9 October 1969, p. 15, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCAj;
"Progress Report of the Board of hegents, May 1969-November 1969 n
mimeographed copy, NDA files.

©2pocus, Fall 1966, p. 16.

63Nbrth Omaha Sun, 26 February 1970, p. 10, NDA Sérapbook II, NDCA.

6qdmaha World-Heraid, 24 January 1969; North Omaha Sun, November
1969; The True Voice, 5 February 1971, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

65”School Chronicle," p. 4; "Student Council,' mimeographed
bulletin, NDA files., ‘
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‘éhow, facﬁlty‘tea, and an Inauguréi Béll for their bfficers.66 Ih later
years, the Council assisted with freshmen/orientatioﬁ’in August, held a
Chriéfmas Party for the faculty, organized‘thelHomecoming in Octbber and
fhe‘Shamrock Sales in March, and reported school events for weekly pub-

lication in the North Omaha Sun. As a result of the Council's recom-

mendations, the administration consented to a student lounge, off-campus
iunches for,seniérs, early dismiSSal'for students'who had jobs, dismissal
of seniors after their last class in the’afterﬁoon, and various school
'projects and gctivities such as the nostalgic Fiftiés Day. The Council
also served as a forum for student suggestions and complaints on such
items as disciplinary methods and school regulations.67

The school commenced the National Business Honor Society in 1965
with the nomination of ten seniors as charter membérs.68 In 1968 the
Academy became thé third high school in Nebraska and the only one in
Omaha to inaugurate a_Nike-Club, th; young women's auxiliary of the
Business and Professional Women's Club. At a Charter Night Banquet at
Notre Dame on 19 January 1968, Mrs. Romana Freeman, the state president,
presented the charter to Sister Pauline Polak, the school's principal.
Miss Olga Andreas, the Omaha president of BPW, initiated the.sixteeﬁ
seniors as the first members of the Nike Club. The aim of the club was
to develop leadership and service to the school and commuﬁity, to afford

opportunities for the study and preparation of careers, and to . instill

66Mantle, 1966, p. 1h4=15; Focus, Winter 1967, p. 18.

67Author's personal kKnowledge; Minutes of Notre Dame Academy School
Board, 5 November 1969, mimeographed copy, NDA files.

68"School Chronicle," p. 5.
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responsibilities ofcitizenship.69

In order to understand the financial condition of the Academy at
this time, one must consider the following facts. Since 1926, the
Sisters had recorded all expenses and the”income from boérd, tﬁition, and
fees in the general accounts which included those of the Motherhouse.

As the school was the Sisters' property, they carried the respénsibility
for its operation. Tuition,aﬁd board-fees, donations, Alumnae and
Friends of Notre Dame fund-raisiﬁg.projects,_and activities such as
school plays helped to a certain degree, but the reméinder of the income
for the school's budget came from the sélaries of the Sisters who taught
in the parish‘schools or Qho had other employment. The Sistgrs who
taught.at the Academy received no pay untii 1968 when each received a
salary of #1500 a year, if the funds were avaiiéble.

In 1968 RouSe-cqndﬁcted a survey of the 438 girls to determine who
actually paid their fees and tuition. The results indicated that parents
paid the entire bill for 295 of the girls. Fifty-two girls paid the full
cost from their own earnings; ninety paid a substantial portion of the -
cost. Of the students, 166 held part-time jobs during the school year;
252 worked the previous summer.7o

For the 1968-1969 school year, thevestimated per—pupi1 cost of
education‘was‘$435.00,_which included approkimately $280.,00 for generél,
operating expenses for each girl and $65.00 per girl for service to and

retirement of the capital debt. Of the total $435,00, the tuition and

. 69E9¢usg Winter 1968, p. 18; "School Chronicle," p.'13414;
unidentified clipping,. ca. 1968, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

70"1968 Survey of Who Pays?" mimeographed copy, NDA files.
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fee income accounted for only $2§5;Ob; if'auxiiiary income failed to
cover the_balancé, the Sisters assumed that_expenseo7l“

With the creation of the School Board and the Board of Regents,
the financial'étatus of the Academy came under scrutiny,.chiefly.because
determining and_supplementing the school's budget was one of their func-
tions. To achieve tﬁis, the two Boards requested that the Academy ac-
counts be separéte from those of the Motherhouse. 1In 1968 the School
Board set the‘tuition at 3235.00 and raised it gfadually until it reached
$350.00 for the 1971-1972 term.’? Actual expenditures were $204,345.32
in 1968-1969 and $226,139.85 in 1969-1970. Since the respective incomes
of.3151,902,77 and $167,653.87‘did not cover the entire cost, the Sisters
assﬁﬁed the deficit of over $50,000.00 each yeair.73 These facts alarmed.
the School Board.

In October 1968, the principal, Timothy Rouse, explained the rea-
sons for the‘financial problems of the Academy. With most of the stu-
dents from medium income families, and with no parish support coming to
the Academy, the school had. no alternative but to increase the tuition
costs. This caused a drop in enrollment because the parents could not

afford the tuition increases. The school, which built the new addition

71"Cost of Education at Notre Dame Academy,'" mimeographed bulletin,
NDA files.

72M1nutes of the thre Dame Academy School Board .7 January 1968,
mimeographed copy'; Notre Dame Academy Student Handbook, 1971-1972, p. 8
NDA files.,

Notre Dame Alumnae Newsletter, Autumn 1968, p. 21; "Summary
Ana1y81s of Revenue and Expenditures,' mimeographed copy, NDA files.
Since the Sisters and priests on the faculty received a lower salary
than the lay personnel, there was a saving of approx1mately $15O 700,00
yearly.
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in 1964 at the request of the Archbishop, had operated in the red for
the past eight years. Furthermore, the Notre Dame Sisters-carried the
extra'burden of the debt on the new addition. '

Several times the Notre Dame School Board had asked Archbishop
Daniel Sheehan agout the possibility of the Academy receiving financial
assistance. His response was that the Archdiocese had obiigations to
: aréhdiocésan schools, not to private institutions; therefore, Notre Dame
reCeived no fudds.75'_Fdr the same reason, the pariéhes did not‘supportr
the Academy with subsidies.

In an attempt to alleviate the problem, the School Board trimmed
the budget draétically, advised the Sisters not to borrow more money,
_aﬁd discuSsed various ways to bring extra inéohe. They suégested a
fifteen-dollar discount to students who paid their full tuition before |
mid-August'as a means Qf attracting more students. They hired only two
custodians, instead of five, and gave deductidnsbin their tuition to
those students who performed the custodial work.76 For the 1970-1971
term, they discontinued the Public Relations office and employed three
additional Sister-teachers to replacé'lay teachers, for a savings of

77

$20,000.00 in salaries. The tasks which the Public Relations_émployee

7“M1nutes of the Archdiocesan School Board Meetlng, 30 October

1968, mimeographed copy, NDA files..

75Minutes of Notre Dame Academy Schodl Board, 13 November 1968,
11 November 1970, mimeographed copy; Minutes of Academy Study Committee,
11 February 1971, mimeographed copy, NDA files.

76M1nutes of the Notre Dame Academy School Board, 12 June 1969,
mimeographed copy, NDA files.

77Ib1d., 5 November 1969, mimeographed copy, NDA files.



116

performed became the ;esponsibility of the administféfion and a faculty
member,

The Finance Committee of the Board of Regents recommended a careful
study of alternatives for the future of the Academy. These aiternatives
included‘the continuance of the Academy and the raising of supplementary
revenue, merging with énopher school, making the Academy co-educational,
reducing the énrollment so the ;chool'could be almost entirely Sister-
staffed, developing a curriculum for a particular type of student for
more efficient operation, and closing the Academy and finding other‘uses,

78 In 1971 an Academy Study Committee began this investi-

for the plant.
gation. To clarify the school's budget and financial report, Rouse in-
formed the Committee that opgrational expenditures rose yearly; that
audio~visual, physical_eduCatioh, and library expenses increased; and
that the three-track progran and modular’scheduling demanded more staff

79

members, which caused an increase ih.salaries. The Committee recog-
nized the school's selling points: spacious building, an all-girl's
school, small class sizes conducive to individualized learning, college
preparatory courses ih the curriculum, and a reading expert on the staff.go
After_months'of research and many meetings, the Academy Study

Committee recommended, among other things, the use of Notre Dame's facil-

ities by North Omaha groups, a tutoring and adult education program, the

78”Proposals of the Notre Dame Academy Board of Regents;" 16

August 1970, mimeographed copy, NDA files.

79Minutes of the Acadeny Study Commitfee, 11 March 1971, mimeo-
. graphed copy, NDA files. '

®lvid., 5 May 1971, mimeographed copy, NDA files.
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establishment of a Foundation Trust fer donations, and a fundfraiSing
committee to coordinatefprojeets.gl Unfortunately, tﬁe fund-raising
activities were basically unsuccessful, probably because of the inactivity
of this committee. However, the Sisters rented thc gym to basketball aud
volleyball teams in the vicinity, and the.dining and kitchen area for
wedding receptions and vlher large gatherings. Some of the semi—reﬁired
Sisters tutored youngsters from the-neighbdrhoed.g

The school's enrollment began a downward trend, dropping from 421
in 1969 to 349'ip 1971. This decrease permitted the hiring of a smaller
staff with a savings in salary expenditures. Therefore, the 1971-1972
operating budget was 3133.752.37; the income was $136,375.00, leaving a
talance of $2,622.63%, which helped defray the deficit. of the previous
yea-r‘.82 However, the financial future of the Academy was still bleak.
The deficits from the past years and the debt on the building reached
‘the tens of thousands. The bulk of the deficit in operating the school
required'bank loans which placed a heavy burden of an annual interest of
of over $3,000 on the Sisters. The Booster Club, which the Board of
Education started in 1969, raised over 32000'in private contributions
from. friends aﬁd businesses. Notre Dame's Alumnae Association began a
program of‘Annual Giving that netted over $3000 in 1969; $2,987 in 1970,

and about $1500 in 19’71..83 Even with this assistance, the decreases in

81"Recommendat10ns of the Academy Study Commlttee,” 4 August 1971,
mlmeovraphed copy, NDA files.

82"Opendt1ng Budget for 1971-1972," mlmeographed copy, NDA files.

3Notre Dame Academy Newsletter, July 1969, NDA flles, Notre Dame
Alumnae Newsletter, September 1970, Summer 1972.
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the enrollment and'the rising costs of education compounded the financial
situation and forced the Schéol Sisters tp consider seriously the alterna—:
tives proposed by the finance Committee of the Board of Regents.

During Lhis six-yeaf span ot the school's history, innovations
“and developments kept pace with a changing society and the demands of the
educational system. Private and public schools across the nation experi-
mented with flexible or modular scheduling, individualized education,
team:teaching and independent stu.dy.gl"L For example, in Omaha, Notre Dame
jo;ned Ryan High School, Rummel, Duchesne Academy, Jestside and South
High in the adoption of modular scheduling, and with Cathedral High
School, Dominican High, Duchesne andvRyan, incorporated team teaching
and individualized instruction.85 Notre Dame's inneVative programs were
.‘necessary. but expensive. With the assistance‘of'the‘Home and School
Association, the School Board and the Board of Regents, three principals
initiated changes'and‘struggled.With‘the financial difficulties‘of the
Academy. ,

Sister Pauline Polak had'the foresight to inaugdrate‘the three
organizations and introduced the Student Council, the Nationél.ﬁusiness

~N

Honor Society and modular scheduling.. Her successor, -‘Timothy Rouse

84

For information about these innovations see Herbert I. Von Haden
and Jean Marie King, Innovations in Education: Their Pros and Cons
(Worthington, Ohio: Charles A. Jones Publishing Company, 1971); Donald

C. Manlove and David W. Beggs, III, Flexible Scheduling (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1965); B. Frank Brown, Education by Appointment
(West Nyack, N.Y,: Parker Publishing Compnay, 19¢8); David W. Beggs, ILL
and Edward G, Buffie, eds., Independent Studv: Bold New Venture
(Bloomington:' Indiana Un1versmty Press, 1966) .

8>Interview with Father Thomas O'Brien, Superintendent of Omaha
Archdiocesan Schools, 25 October 1975.
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broadened the scope of modular scheduiing, adding an integrated curri-
culum, team feaching and a three-track program, During his thréé yeérs
as principal, operating expenses rose sighificantly. vhen he rééigned in
1971, he-undoﬁbtedly‘recognized that his ereative ideas had advgnccd cdu-
cation at the Academy, but realized that Notre Dame could not continue
paying a lay principal's sélary. Any_fgrther innovations were actually
modifications of the basic methods he introduced. For the 1971-1972
' term, Sister Louise Waiss, continuing the‘traditions of her predecessors,
introduced spécial.actiQities‘on the first and third Ffidays‘of each
month to provide a liturgical celebration, an all-school assembly, club
meetings and field.trips.86

In retrospect, the years of innovative progress warrant a few
pertinent observations.' Is it;possible that the Académy over-expanded
Qhen it built the east wing in 19647 At that_time, the enrollment was
over four hundred and reméinéd so for only six years. <Then it declined
‘quickly and drastically. Had the Academy limited the number of students
in the late sixties, one building facility and:a‘smaller'staff would have
sufficed. Furthermore, more_Sister-teaChers, qualified for high school,
would have reducéd the nqmber of lay personnel for a savings in salaries.
Since these years coincided with the fehewai in‘religiqus communities as
a result of Vatican Council II, possibly many Sisters sought their self-
identity and fulfillment in teaching outside their community-owned
Academy or in employment of another nature. That may explain the insuf-

ficient number of Sister-teachers for Notre Dame. The decline in

86

North Omaha Sun, 15 April 1971, p.' 2, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA..
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religious vocations was another reason for the lack of Sistef-peréonnel.

Between 1965 and 1969,'the Academy established aaHome and School
Association, a School Board, and a Board of-Regents,‘which,involved the
parents and prominent Omaha citizens in_determining policies f;r_the
school. Is it?possible'that'the‘funcfions of these groups overlapped?
If s6, was iL_necessafy to have all three?

A fourth speculation concerns the innovative programs. Granted,
they were valuable and perhaps vital in view of the circumstances of
society in the Sixties. Yet there is'the possibility that the Academy
deVised too many changes,:tqo frequently, and at too great an expense.
However one evaluatedbthe,school at the end of the 1971 term, the con-
viction that Notre Damé offered an academic program ih a God-centered
atmosphere encouraged the Sisters to, keep the Academy.in operation, for

a few more years at least.



VI. CRISIS IN PRIVATE EDUCATION, 1972-197k

Notre Dame Academy commenpéd the 1972-1973 school year under the
leadership of Sister Micheile Hajek,'the'fourth alumna to becdmg prin-~.
cipal of the school.l The probablé closing of the Academy did not deter
the‘administrétion and faculty from revising and updating its curriculum
in order to'"provide a Weil-integrated.program for the éocial, intellec-
tual, emotional, physical, and spiritual development of each student.”2
Nor did it‘hinder.student‘enthusiasm or participation in the activities
of the school,

The most significant inndvations of the 1972-1973 term Qere the
organization éf a public relatiphs committee, and the introduction of
“mini courses and girls' competitive spo'rts.3 The‘Public Relations
Committee publicized the schooi,through open house activities, newspaper
coverage, and student recruitment. The committee also participated in
the High Schooi Nights held at three grade schools.in the city.q These
evepts'made it possible for the Catholic high scﬁqols'in Cmaha to intro-

duce eighth graders to the educational programs and activities of their

lThe other alumnae principals were Sister M. Dolores Pavlik, Sister
Pauline Polak, and Sister Louise Waiss.

2"Philosbphy of Education at Kotre Dame Academy,'" mimeographed
copyy NDA files.,
3uschool Chronicle," p. 16.

qlbid., p. 18.
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respedtive-schools.

The faculty planned the mini courses for enrichment and as a break
from'the rbutine of the regular classes. Held after Easter, the mini
course offépings included tennis, macranme, judo, horseback ridihg, swim-
ming, autq,mechanics, modeling, decoupage, and crocheting.s During the
course of the week, each student chose from four to six mini c&urses,
none of which merited credit.or grades. Some of the faculty and volun-
feers from the community conduéted the COursés.

With the formation of the Greater Omaha League, girls' sports
became more prominent. Notre Dame organized varsity an& junior varsity
volleyball and basketball teams which played in competitive games agéinst
other privéte and .small publié schools in the area.6 After winning the
District B volleyball tournament championship, Notre Dame's Roadrﬁnners
entered the State Volleyball Tournament at Scottébluff in Novembér 1972,
but lost-fo'Waverly in the_semi;fin;15s7 |

Two new clubs assisted the athletic program. These were the Fep
Club in the school and‘the BooSter Club, composed of members from the
Home and School Association. The former prométed student interest and
support at the games through cheers and pep rallies. The Booster Club
was instrumental in the painting of the gym and in the purchase and

8

installment of the second-hand bleachers at a savihgs of over $600.

5Ibid., p. 19; Sun Newspapers, 3 May 1973,'Notre Déme Academy
Scrapbook II, Notre Dame Convent Archives, Omaha. (Hereafter cited as
NDA Scrapbook, NDCA.) ‘ o

6”School-Chronicle," p. 17.

'7Sun Newspapers, 23 November 1972, p. 5, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

8S_un Newspapers, 7 September 1972, p. 5, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA;
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The greatest change in 1973-1974 was the adoption of the block
system. Instead of two semesters, the school year contained six blocks
of six weeks duration. Each block'was_a'distinct academic period. The
teéchers develeped their courses into bodies of content around key con-~
cepts. They outlined eech-course to include the'minimum requirements for
credit. Certain sﬁbjects which had a sequential or chronologieal order,
such as foreign‘lénguage and American history, continued the next block's
content where the previous one ended.9'_The chief objection to the block
system came from the mathematics department which taught a diseipline
that needed more continuity than the six-week plan offered.

After each block of courses, the students_received an evaluative_
report which recorded credit or no credit for each course taken. The
report provided checklists for the quality of the student's assignments,
class discussion and participatioﬁ,‘behavior! and attendance., Teachers
also checked whether the student metely performed the minimum require-
ments, worked above the‘minimum,.or did exceptional work. There was
ample space for further comments from the instructor, Since credit or
no credit replaced the traditional grades, the students,lespecially those
whO'planned'to'attend»college, questioned the reports. The school coun-
selor explainedtthat the evaluatite report provided.enough‘information'
for her to substitute easily grades on college forms if necessary. Fur-

thermore, she noted that many colleges required entrance examinations and

other testing results that had more placement value than grades.

"School Chronicle,'" p. 17, 19.

IStudent Handbook, 1973-1974, p. 4-5.
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’ Surprisingly, most fears disappeared after the girls received their
first evaluations. Competition_for and comparison of grades dwindled,
thus making school.work desirable for the average and bélow average
students.lo |

If a girl received no credit for a course required for graduation,
such as a science,or’English course, she repeated that particuiar block's
work. If it were an elective, she héd the opéion of repeating the course
or choosing another elective in the samé subjéct area.ll |

The block system had several advantages. First, the concentration
on key concepts over a six-week period was a highiy motivating'incentive;
Secondly, six blocks in a year enabléd the teachers to offer a wider
variety of electives. For example, the social studies départment dével-
oped courses on India, Japan, China, the Middle East, the American
Indian, Nebraska Heritage, and American Minorities, Thirdly, since
_ Archbishop Rummel High.School had tﬁe same program, it was possiblé for
some Notre Dame girls to attend the history of film study, mechanical
drawing, and'physics classes at Rummel while several boys came to Notre
Dame for science and drama classes.12 The chief disadvantage was the
-.cost of purchasing books for each block's.offerinSS.

While keeping abreast of educational trends, the Sisters faced
three major problems at the Academy. Firét, the decline in the numbers
of available and qualified Sisters necessitated the hiring of a lay

faculty which created the burden of high salary costs. Secondly, inflation

lOAuthor's personal knowledge.

llStudent Handbook, 1973-1974, p. 4-5S.

lasun Newspapers, 1 August 1973, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
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affected all aspec£s of'operatihg a school.system. Finélly, the enroll-
ment decline was stegdy.13 Fpom 349 in 1971, it dropped to 259 in 1972
and -to 220 in 1973.1# .éister‘Michelle Hayek explained the reasoﬁs for
the decrease in stpdents. Many girls, wishing to. complete their high
school education in three years, transferred"during-their junior year to
other schools which offered this program. Tuition increases were diffi-
cult fo meet because a high percentage of the girls earned‘their own
money to pay for tﬁeir education. Fufthermore, the drop in the nearby |
grade school enrollments created a smaller freéhman class aﬁ the Academy.15
Similar problems of inflationary costs7and declining'enrollments
confronteq Rummel, which the Christian quthers operated, and Marian High
School, a private school for girls which the Servants of Mary owned. Con-
sequently, as early as 1970 the administrators of the three private
schools engaged in a research study for a possible new educational system

16 When the idea of a three-school consolidation

in northwest Cmaha.
materialized, the Servants of Mary decided to maintain their private
school as such and withdrew from the study. Notre‘Dame and Rummel con~
tinued investigating a possible merger of the two schools. During the
course qf the study; ééveral meetings involving the two School Boards,

the Parish Councils and the pastors of the parishes in Omaha's north and

northwest area, the faculties and students of both schools, and the

13",Provincial Chronicle,1973-1974," NDCA.

luEnrol}ment figures, see Appendix A.

15Minute5-uf the Notre Dame Sisters Legislative Assembly, 1 August
1973, zeroxed copy, NDCA. . '

16Minutes of the Notre Dame Academy School Board, 11 July 1972,
mimeographed copy, NDA files.
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parents‘brbadened the scope of information necéssary for a final decision.
At these meetings, Brother Ignatius Brown, FSC, principal at Rummel, ex-
plained that an.analysis of the proposed merger_indicatéd a savings of
$90,000 with thé operation of one school; a reduction of faculty from
vfifty4two to thirty-three, an enrollment capacity of 850, and a tuition
cost of $450.27 The merger plans had considered the use of the Notre
Dame building, but decided that the structure was too small for the ex-
pected enrollment»and'would have required extensive remodeling to. accom-
modate boys.

The Education Committee of the Archdiocesan Board of Education was
aware of‘the‘developments, a5 were the two communities of‘religioﬁs, the-
Notre Dame Sisters and the Ch?istian Brothers, who staffed the schools
in question.18 Since the merger required the qlosing of the Académy; the
Sisters had a decisive vote in the venfure. On 20 October 1973, the
Sister-delegates to the Legislative Assembly of fhe Notre Dame Community
held;a special meeting to consider the accumulated reports on4the financial,
social, and educationél value of the merger. They voted unanimously in.

19

favor of it. However, Archbishop Daniel E. Sheehan was to make the
final decision, after careful consideration of the facts and consulta-
tion with his advisors, because this new co-educational school would come

under the auspices of the Archdiocese.

' 170mahzs« Wiorld-Herald, 14 September 1973, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.
Rummel's enrollment in 1973 was 480; Notre Dame's was 220, Rummel's
tuition was $528; Notre Dame's was $425.

lSIbid., 11 September 1973, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA.

—————

19"Provincial Chronicle, 1973-1974,'" NDCA.
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On 26 October 1973, Father Thomas O'Brien, Archdiécésan
Superiﬁtendent of‘Schools, and.Robert Matt, President of thevArchdioceSan
Board of Education officially announced the Consolidétibn of Notre Dame
Académy'and'Archbishop Rummel High School._2O A few days later, Father
O'Brien named Brother Igna?iﬁs Brown as princiapl of'the new school which
would use the Rummel facilities at 6300. Redick. Brother Ignatius appointed
.SistervMichelle Hayek to be assistaht priﬁcipal :E‘or'administration.2-l In
the'months that reméined of the school year, a new Board of Education,
Student Council, and faculty which consistea of most éf the teachers em-
ployed‘at both schoqls began the arducus task of organizing the cc-ed
school, known as Roncalli.High Schoolo22

MeanWhile, schpol activities continued at the Academy with unusual
énthusiasm, but tinged with nostalgia. Homecoming Week, which came at
the end of October, was an‘exhibition of school sﬁirit of loyalty and
happiness mingled with Sadness. -Aware that this was their last Notre
Dame Academy homecoming, the four classes entered into an exuberant com-
petition_for the ”spirif stick,' a symbol of class display of taient and
vivaciousﬁéss in their skit, hall decoratiqns,,and‘cheers. The corona-
tion of the king and queen at a joipt Notre Dame-Rummel Homecoming Dance
climaxed the eveﬁt.23

In February the foreign language department sponsored its last

2O'I‘hé Catholic Voice; Omaha World-Herald, 26 October 1973, NDA
Scrapbook II, NDCA. ‘ I

2 Unidentified clipping, 19 November 1973, NDA Scrapbook IT, NDCA.

22Roncalli is the family name of Pope John XXIII.

23Notre_Dame Academy Hilltopper, 26 October 1973,
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Mardi Gras with a special liturgy during which the girls sang French
songs and read choral readings. The coronation of the queen followed
the liturgy. ' The girls continued the traditionél spirit of generosity
by donating the proceeds of the Mardi Gras projects to help defray the
-hospitalization costs of Sister M.vGabriel Kiein, instructor of German,
who had suffered a stroke in November and had not regained consciousness
' 2k '

for any length of time.

For the school's last play production, the Drama Club compiled

scenes from Everyman, The Upper‘Room, Arsenic and Old Lace, Daughter of
Fear, and many other plays of the past forty-six years to form the theme,

"Yesterday Once More.' Several alumnae returned to star in their original

25

roles., The faculty also‘préseﬁted'a qutting from Up with Charlie Brown.
The month of May witnessed several final events: an éll4sch§ol tea,
the.induction of the seniors into the alumnae association, an Athletic
Sports Banquet to honor the volleyball and basketball pléyers_and the
cheerleaders, a fieid day for the freshmen and sophomores, and the
junior-senior banqugt.26. The commencement on 24 May 1974 ended a forty-
eight-year history of education at‘Notre Dame Academy. The forty seniors
who received .diplomas that.evening brought the total number of graduates

to l: 751&27

2Lihlbid., 22 February 1974,

255un Newspapers, 28 March 1974, p. 14, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA;
Notre Dame Academy Hilltopper, 12 April 1974,

26Sun Newspapers, 9 May 197k, NDA Scrapbook II, NDCA; Notre Dame
Alumnae Newsletiter, September 1974; Notre Dame Academy Hilltopper, 24
May 1974.

27

Notre Dame Alumnae‘Newsléttér; September 1974.
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Of these alumnae, 115 entered religious life; neafly three hundred
have collegeidégrees; cbuntléss‘numbers’are or have been nurses, teachers,
andibusinéss women. Also among them are registered pharmacists, a presi-
dent of a baunk in Ennis, Texas; school administrators, social workers,
‘government employees, high school counselors, severél‘college and nursing
scbool instructors, lecturers, leaders in churchvand_wdmen orgénizations,
and two 1972 graduates in medical school. Notre Dame ié‘prpud of her
alumnae,'scattered over the country and in Europe and Asia, who have made
outétanding contributions to‘society. These include Sister Lillian Reida,
- S5.55p., President of Holy Spirit Junior College, attended by 3500 girls
frpm juniér high to college level, in Akita City, Japan; Colonel Mary
Patricia Maguire, an'aero—space nurse and instructor in many ho;pitals
in the éountry and abroaa; Marian_Fitch, an American government ehplqyee
in France and teacher in Japan; Shelley Kalkowski, a former Foods Editor

and a feature writér-for the Omaha World-Herald; Marian Soulek, a para-

plegic and athletic teacher, who has participated in Paraplegic Olympics
in Israel, South America, Canada, Mexico, and the United States; and
Sister Lillian Pluhaéek, foundress of the religious community of Our Lady
of the Prairies in Powers Lake, North Dakota where she is a home missionary
and‘educator.“28

In her near half century of education,'fifty~two Notre Dame Sisters,
forty-eight lay women and lay men, and twenty priests combined talent,

energy, and dedication to form the 8,229 young women who at one time or

ESSister M. Eleanor Kramolisch, Co-Moderator of the Alumnae
‘Association supplied this information from alumnae records and her
personal knowledge. Not all alumnae have kept Notre Dame informed of
their specific careers, degrees, and distinctions.
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another enrolled at the Académy.zg' These hundreds of women, partiéularly

the graduates, have verified the words of a 1974 graduate when she wrote

of her Alma Mater,

Notre Dame is not only a school. It is not only an
institution for taking required courses, but a place to.
grow as a person and to learn to share oneself in many
ways with others. = As ridiculous or overused as it sounds,
Notre Dame really does further your development as a

" woman--a woman capab% of making her own way in today's
or tomorrow's world. :

29€ommencement address of Sister Pauline Folak, President oi the
Notre Dame Community, 24 May 1974.

50 Tribute of Margaret Meister, Notre Dame Academy Hllltopper, 1974
yearbook, p. 58.




Year
1926-27
1927-28
1928-29
1929-30

" 1930-31

193%1-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35

1935-36
1936-37

1937-38
1938-39
1939-k0

1940-41

1941-42
1942-43
1943k

194k4-45

1945-46
1946-47
1947-48
1948-49

1949-50

APPENDIX A

Enrollment
26

29
29
50.
52
b5
L4
59
73
83
76
69.
61
52
58
20
77
90
91
82
ok
95
91
106
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Year
1950-51
1951-52
1952-53
1953-5h
1954-55
1955~56
1956-57

1957-58

1958-59
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62
1962-63
196364
1964-65
1965-66

1966-67

1967-68
1968-69
1969-70
1970-71
197172
1972-73
1973-7k

Enrollment

1
106
93
111
119
140
190
242
260
251
273
289
328
374
343
Lz2
Lob
Lok
438
4oy .
378
349
259
220
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