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-  Introduction

As the nineteenth century drew to a close, Spain's over-
seas empire was crumbling., After ten years of warfare (1868-
1878) Cuba had again submitted to uneasy Spanish control but
the world-wide depression of 1893, combined with the devastat-
ing effects on Cuba's economy of the United States tariff of
1894, increased unrest to the point where armed revolt broke
out again in February of 1895,1

The response of the new Captain-General of Cuba, Dom
Valeriano Weyler, was particularly brutal. The Cubans were
herded into '"'reconcentration'" camps in which tens of thousands
died of neglect. OCn December 6, 1897, President McKinley told
Congress that such a pacification program 'was not civilized
warfare. It was extermination,'?

The Philippine Islands (where Weyler had been Governor-
General from 1888 to 1891) were the subject of far less atten=-
tion even though there too a revolt was in progress. In Decem-

ber of 1896 the Spanish had executed the brilliant Jose Rizal,

lErnest R, May, Imperial Democracy: The Imergence of
America as a Great Power (New York: Harcourt, Brace & world
1961), pp. 69, 115; H. Wayne Morgan, America's Road to Fmplre'
The War with Spaln and Overseas pranqlon (New York: John
Wiley and Sons, 1965), pp., 4-5, Hereafter: May, Imperial
Democracy; Morgan, Road to Empire.

Quoted in Morgan, Road to Empire, p. 8. Also: May,
Imperial Democracy, p. 78. On the situation in Cuba, see
U.S. Congress, Papers Relating to the Foreign RelatWons of
the United States, 1298-1899 (55th Cong. , 3d Sess., Washington:
U.S. Government Prlntzng Office, 1901), pp. 558-750. Here-
after: Foreign Relations, with date.
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On April 9, they offered the Cuban rebels an armistice and
promised reforwms. It was too late, though. On April 11, with
Congress and the public claworing for action, INcKinley asked
for authority to end Cuba's agony. Congress responded by rec-
ognizing Cuban independence and authorizing armed action to

.., b
attain i1t.

The expansion of American power across the Pacific that
resulted from the Spanish-American Var was the result of numer-
ous and complex forces: "Manifest Destiny,' a '"psychic crisis"
brought on by the closing of the frontier, the growing pressure

or trade outlets, a century of involvement in Asia, racial and

o]

eligious attitudes toward ssia, the overproduction theory of

capitalism's cycles of crises, and the expansionist outlook of

6]

key men in government and business. The interaction of all

these forces produced imperialism, the most visible manifes-

6]
Ly

tation of which was the forcible acquisition of territory:

the Philippin .5

The argunents offered for the acquisition of the Philippines

Iar"aret Ieech, In the Davs of McKinley (New York
Harpor, 1959), po. 150 200. ~Hereatter: 2ech, McKinley.,
Hay, Imperial D“nocrﬂcy pp. 148-77, enphasizes dﬂmlomacy
For the De Lome lzatter and the Mnlne, ee Foreign Relations,
1398-1799, pp. 1007-8, 10024-453 Zor the President's message
of April 11 PP. 750-60; on war with Spain, pp. 762-34.

ERPN

2 recent snrvey and svnthesis is: Robert Healy, U.S.
krpansionis The Imperialist Urge in the 1890s LMadlson.
UnlverSJLy of Wisconsin | fr;ss, 1970). Hercaiter: Healy,
Ypansionism.  Used here, "imperialism'' and "enti-imperialism"
will refer to the specific American movenents of 1898- 1902,
centering on the issue of war in the rhilippines. “v"panslon-
ism' is a broader term, not iecessarily involving colonies.




were in the mainstream of "lManifest Destiny,' the ideology of

-
B

American expansionism, Viewad in this light imperialism was
not an aberration but the transoceanic extension of traditional

stward expansion, for the arguments of the imperialists fell

into the traditional categories advanced for american expansion?

"Geographical predestination,”" for example, originally
applied to Florida, was extended to the Yhilippines a century
later on the grounds that the oceans no longer separated nations
but joined them, as the Rockies Jjoined the two halves of North

7

America. The "proper use of the soil," originally applied to

the Indians, was extended to the Filipinos on the grounds that

industrial people displace agriculturists, economic investment
being a superior use of the '"soil" (i.e. of resources). "Ex-

tending the area of freedom" linked expansion with democracy
from Jeffersonis time to MbKinley’s.g "Self-defense,'" 'matural
growth' and 'matural right" are among other examples of the
many arguments with long lineages enlisted in the imperialist
cause., Imperialist arguments were also bolstered by European

. . . 10
examples and influence, and by the rise of evolutionary thought.

OSee Albert K. Ueinberg, Manifest Destiny: A Study of

Nationalist Ixpansionism in .merican HLsLoqy (Baliimore: The
Johns liopkins Press, 1935;., Hercafter: UWeinberg, Manifest

Destiny.
7Ibid., pp. G3-69. 81pid., pp. 94-97.

Q. . i . o tgeo

ibid., pp. 100-29. Jacob Schurmann, first rhilippine
Commissioner, said "Amsrican soverelignty was only another
name for the ]4bp“Ly of Filipinos" (p. 295,.

10 ; . . .
Ve 7nb~rg, Manifest Destiny, pp. 395, 218, 34; Richard
Hofstedter, Social Dorwinism in American Thonght (Rev. ed.s

New York: Bzacon ¥Press, 1[955); Healy, ixpAnsionism, passim.




That these arguments were revived with vigor in the 1890s
was due to the widespread feeling of impending crisis engen-
dered by the ''closing of the frontier' (as defined by the 1890
census) and the depression of 1893. This ''psychic crisis" re-
sulted in a general aggressiveness on the part of reformers of
all persuasions. Both expansionists and their opponents pur-
sued their goals with great energy, convinced that America
stood at an important crossroads. 't

Regarding the dowmestic economic crisis, a minority view-
point held that underconsumption was to blame, and advocated
an increase in purchasing power (inflation), but the majority
believed that capitalism's chief problem was overproduction;
that the accumulation of surpluses brought on unemployment,
and they advocated, necessarily, market expansion as the cure..12

In other words, the chaotic conditions brought on by over-

production could have been alleviated by an increase in effective

11 . . . . .y s .
Richard Hofstadter, '"Manifest Destiny and the Philippines,”
in Daniel Aaron, ed., America in Crisis (New York: Knopf, 1952).
Hereafter: Hofs tadter ""Manifest Destiny and the Philippines.™

lealter LaFeber, The New PEmpire: An Interpretation of
American Expansion 1860-1898 (Ithaca, New York: Cornell Uni=-
versity Press, 1967), esp. pp. 18-21, 360, 373-75, 410; Willieam
Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of Amerlcan DlplodeV (Rev. ed.;
New York: Delta, 1962), esp. pp. 33-36, 66. ''That the future
welfare of American 1ndﬂstrv was dpnendent upon the command of
foreign markets was an opinion so common as to appear almost
unlversal " writes Julius V. Pratt in Expansionists of 1898:
The Acouisit1nn of Hawaii and the Spanish Islands (Baltimore:
Johns Honklns Press, L936), pp. 252-53., CE. Healy, Lanns1on—
ism, p. 159, and Thomas J. McCormick, China Market: JAmerica'‘'s
Quest for Informal Empire, 1893-1901 (Chicago: Quadrangle,
1967), pp. 26-29, Hereafter: LaFeber, The New Empire;
McCormick, China Martet: Informal Empire; Pratt, EfEanslon-
ists of 1898; and Williams, Iragedy.




consumer demand,_ according to Socialists and Free-Silver Popu=-
lists, but this would have implied serious shifts in the dis-
tribution of economic power. Thus such demands were perceived
as dangerous to the fabric of society, i.e. to the existing
distribution of power. here was an alternative., As the

older frontier had been viewasd as a '"safety valve,'" so a new,
overseas frontier was needed to drain off the discontent and
radicalism produced by the 1893 crisis. This idea was expressed
crudely by ''Marse' Henry Watterson, editor of the Louisville

Courier Journal: "We escape the menace and peril of socialism

and agrarianism, as England has escaped them, by a policy of
colonialism and conquest. e risk Caesarism, certainly;
but even Caesarism is preferable to anarchism, "3

The domestic crisis coincided with a crisis in Asia as
China secmed on the verge of collapse and Japan and Russia
made menacing moves to close off parts of China to world trade.
What came to be called the '"open door' policy, based on open
marlets in Hast Asia, had been '‘the tap-root of American pol--

icy' in Asia for a century.l4 As the expenses of the Sino-

Japanese War forced China into the world investment market,

13

See footnote 12, The quote is from Leon Wolff, Little

Brown Brother: How the United States rurchased and Pacified
the Philipnine Islands at the Centurv's Turn (Garden City, New

York: Doubleday, 1961), p. 270. Hereafter: Wolff, Brown
Brother,

laTyler Dennett, Auericsans In Eastern aAsia: A Critical
Study of United States' Policy in the Far East in the Nine-
teenth Century (MNew York: Barnes & Noble, L963 -- reprint

of Macmillan, L922), pp. vii, 5u8. Dennett's work reveals

the underlying continuity of samerica's asian policy through-
out the nineteenth century. Hereafter: Dennett, Eastérn Asia,

6



and increased her awareness of the need to modernize, it
appeared as if a great market for American goods and capi-
tal would soon appear‘.15
The Spmanish-American War presented the opportunity to
acquire the Philippines as a steoping-stone to Asian power.
In June of 1896 a contingencv plan of the Navel War College,
not binding on the Nevv, envisioned seizing the Philippines

16 14 september 1897 Theodore

in the event of a war with Spain.
Roosevelt wrote to Senator Henry Cabot Lodge that the United
States should seize "Manilla" /sic/ at the first opportunity.
While Secretary of the Navy John D. Long was absent from his
office on February 25, 1898, Roosevelt, as Assistant Secretary,
issued orders building up American strength in the Pacific,
including instructions to Admiral George Dewey to begin "offen-
sive operations in Philinpine islands'™ in the event of war

with Spain.l7

5Ibid., pp. 599-601. Frederick Emory of the State Depart-
ment's Bureau of Statistics wrote: ., . . the recent war be=-
tween China and Japan will »robably have the effect of opening
vast markets to us.,' Quoted in McCormick, China Market: Infor-
mal Empire, ». 62, In reality the situation was vastly more
complicated than most Americans apnreciated. France, Russia
and Germany generally found themselves on one side, opposing
the ''trading nations'; namely, the United States, Great Britain
and Japan. Dennett, kastern Asia, p. 636; DMcCormick, Chnina
Market: Informal Empire, p. 60.

. l6m9nald Spector, 'wWho Planned the Attack on Manila Bay?"
Mid-America: An Historical Review, 53:2 (April 197r), 94-102,
Pp. 95-96,

7
. Howard K. Beale, Theodore Roosecvelt and the Rise of
America to World Power (New York: Collier Books, 1962),

s e

pPp. 69-70. Hereafter: Beale, T. R. and World Power,

7



Four days before admiral Dewey fulfilled his directives by

sinking the Spanish fleet at Manila Bay, Kepublican Senator
Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana told a Boston audience: '"We are

a conquering race . . , we must obey our blood and occupy new

markets." lHe added: "The Philippines are logically our first

nld

target. At about the same time, the Secretary of War re-

corded the decision to send troops to cccupy the Philippines.

However, Dewvey's spectacularly one-sided victory on May 1 cre-

.‘ .

ed the impression that an Act of God had »resented “meric

with the rhilipnines as a2 stroke of fortune -- rather than

the result of well-laid plans and weak Spanish defenses,1?

Annexation of the rhilippines was defended on grounds
other than economic., Abstract power, nationalism, and an ag-

gressive definition of national security dominated the thinking

of the Roosevelt-I dge-Mahan2O group. Equating civilization

with the Anglo-3Saxon '"race!" and with Christianity was another

common characteristic of imperialist thought. God had ''made us

the master organizers of the world/,/ His chosen natio n,"21

SQuoted in Wolff, Brown Brother, p. 63. Mark Hanna agreed
that "a strong foothold in the Phl]lpnlne Islands' would enable
us to '"take a larpge slice of the commerce of Asia, That is what
we want," LaFeber, The New Empire, p. 410,

] 19LaFeber, The New lmpire, p. 6l. Also: May, Imperial
Democracy, p. 244; Morgan, Read to Emnire, pp. 72, 76-77.

Captain Alfred Thaver tiahan, president of the Naval war
College, author of The Influence gg Sea Power Uwon iilstory (1390),
See Beale, T. R. and World Fower, pp. 160-063, 226-29, for HMHahan's

views on asia and nis influence on Roosevelt.

2lUn race, see Velnberg, Manifest Destiny, pp. 233-323; on
religjon, see Prltu, Lxpensionists of 1893, pp. 279-316. For a
synthesis which includes the role of abstract power, see Healy,
Expansionism, pp. 9-33. The quote is from a speech by Senator
Beveridge (Welnberg, Manifest Destiny, p. 308).

8




The power of America's newly-emerged industrial base,
channeled through a State Department that was Jjust beginning
to become a professional bureaucracy, would enable Americans
to- be '"world organizers.!" Bolstered by the new definitions
of order and efficiency resulting from the rise of the cor-
poration, business and government elites imparted to imperi-

22 mhig policy was soon sube

alism a new force and coherence.
jected to the test of warfare,
On April 23, 1898, Admiral Dewey had cabled the American
Consnul at Singapore, E. Spencer Pratt, to have Emilio Aguinaldo
return from his exile. Dewey felt that the assistance of the
Filipino insurgents would be useful in defeating the Spanish.
Aguinaldo and Pratt interpreted Dewey's cable as an indication
that the Filipinos and the Americans shared the same goal:
Liberation of the Islands from foreign rule.??
Aguinaldo returned to the Islands and his insurgents de-
feated the Spanish forces, occupied the vital Luzon plain, and
laid siege to Manila. By the time American forces arrived in
July under General E. S. Otis, the insurcents were in the proc-

ess of establishing a government at Malolos, just north of

HManila., Admiral Dewev estimated that Aguinaldo could have

22, .
Robert H. Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877-1920 (New
York: Hill and Wang, L967), pp. 224=-56,

3Aguina].do, second Look, pp. 30-41, covers the early
mancuvering and contacts between Americans and Filipines £rom
the Filipino viewpoint. For a denial that independence was
promised or imnlied, see Dean C, Uorcestcer, The Philippines,
Past and fresent (Few York: Macmillan, 1930), Ddp. 97-LuS.
Hereafter: Vorcester, The Philippines. For less bilased views
on the zubject, seo Forbes, The Zhilippine Islands, I, 83-86,
and lelff, Drowvm 3Brother, pp. 40«54,

9




recrulted 'the whole population' into his army, such was the
popularity of the rebel movewent at that point.24

In August, when General Otis announced that the United
States was the only legal authority in the Philippines and
ordered the Filipinos to pull their troops back-from the en-
virons of Manila, reclations with the insurgents deteriorated
drastically. The American government knew very little of what
was hapnening. Aguinaldo's proclamations of indépendence were
passed on to the State Department without comment, the govern-
ment at Malolos was ignored in Otis' cables, and his assess-
ments of the situation were confused and contrgdictory.25

Two events brought the Americans and tihe Filipinos to the
brink of war. On December 10, 1898, the Treaty of Paris which

included annexation of the Islands, was signed (but not yet

ratified), and on December 21 President McKinley, unaware of

Z
+Aguinaldo, Second Look, pp. 71L-80; Forbes, The Fhilippine
Islands, I, 87-90. See Dewey's testimony in U.S. Congress,
Hearings on Affairs in the Philippine Islands (57th Cong., 1lst
Sess., 3 vols.; VWashington: U.S. Government FPrinting Office,
lQOggz e§p. PP. 2928-40, Hereafter: Hearings. (Quote from
P. 2940,

25 .
Aguinaldo, Second Look, pp. 71-90; Forbes, The Philippine

Islands, Iz 67-90; Wolff, Brown Brother, pp. 72-75, 143-47. On
the situation in HManila during 1208, see U.S. Congress, annual
Reports of the lYar Department, 1899 . . . Department of the
Pacific (56th Cong., lst Sess., Washington: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1899-1000), pp. 1-78, 334-62. Hereafter:

War Department Reports, with year. Otis had been shot in the
head in the Cilvil war; this may have impaired his mental
faculties (Wolff, Brown Brother, p. 14l). 'iverything rewains
quiet . . . . business . . . as usual," he cabled, followed,
two days later, by 'very shortly /they wil%7 give us battle.,"
Otls excused this ambiguity on the grounds that rumors were so
abundant '"'sane conclusions were impossible." Var bDenartment
Reports, 1899, p. &8.

10



the dangerous tensions in the Philippines, sent the Filipinos

a proclamation extolling 'benevolent assimilation' of the Is-
lands by the United States. Otis released a censored version
of - the proclamation but the original was also released by
mistake. Aguinaldo issued a'counter—proclamation and the rebel

paper Junta Patriotica warned: '"any moment a shot may be fired
126

by an irresponsible American or Filipino soldier.
The signing of the Treaty of Paris also acted as a catalyst

in the United States. The Anti-Imperialist League was formed

at this time, to defeat the ratification of the treaty in the

Senate.27

The League's chief characteristic (and its wmost serious

disadvantage) was its heterogeneity. It brought together

Forbes, The Philinpine Islands, I, 87-88; Morgan, Road
to Empire, pp. 97-99; Wolff, Brown BErother, pp. 199-201.
Guote from Wolff, Brown Brother, p. 20L.

7
On the Anti-Imperialist League, see Robert L. Beisner,

Twelve Acainst Empire: The Anti-Imperialists, 1898-1900 (New
York: McGraw-Hill, 1968); Brvan, Stevenson, Weaver, Hoar,
Gompers, Carnegie, Adams, et al., Republic or Empire? The
Philippine Question (Chicago: The Independence Co., 1899);
Fred H. Harrington, "The Anti-TImperialist MHovement in the
United States, 1828-1900,'" Mississipni Valley Historical
Review, 22:2 (Sentember, 1935), 211-230; and Joiin W. Rollins,
"The anti-Imperialists and Twentieth Century [Foreign Policy,"
(with critiques by Harold Baron and Thomas J. McCormick)
Studies on the Left, 3:1 (n.d., 1962), 9-24. Hereafter:
Beisner, Twelve Against Empire; Harrington, "anti-Imperialist
Movement'"; and Rollins, "Anti-Imperialists and Foreign Policy."
élso useful are the concluding chapters (pp. 213-55) of Healy,
Lxpansionism, and William E. Leuchtenbery, "Progressivism and
Imperialism: The Progressive Movement and American Foreign
Policy, 1898-1916," Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 39:3
gDecember 1952), 483-504. Hereafter: Leuchtenberg, "Progressiv-
ism and Imperialism."




29

fol

Mugwumps like Carl Schur228 and Regulars like George F. Hoar;
the capitalist aAhdrew Carnegie and the labor leader Samuel
Gompers; the aristocrat Charles Francis Adams and Populist-
backed William Jennings Bryan; single-taxers, pacifists, pro-
hibitionists, and free-traders; second-generation reformers
such as Ralph Waldo Emerson's son and William Lloyd Garrison's
son; and the leading intellectuals of the time: William James,
Mark Twain, William Graham Sumner, Charles iliot Norton, Finley
Peter Dunne, and wWilliam Dean Howells.>9
Although Democrats eventually dominated the League when
anti-imperialism was made the '"paramount issue' of the election

of 1900,31 its initial strength came from Republicans of the

. o i 3 . . . . . s
old Lincoln-Iremont school. 2 Their objectlions to i1mperilalism
vere as diverse as their backgrounds. Annexation of the Phil-

ippines was opposed on constitutional, economic, diplomatic,

8Schurz was tvpical of those Republicens whose devotion
to their party's princinles had caused them to abandon their
party in the 1884 presidential campaign. On Schurz, see
Beisner, Twelve Against Empire, pp. 18-34,

29 - . ..
Hoar represents the staunch nartican who insisted on
pursuing anti-Iimperialism while remaining within the Republican
Party. See Beisner, Twelve Against Lmpire, pp. 139-65.

JOHarrington, "Anti-Imperialist Movement,' pp. 216-19,

Sce Thomas A. Bailey, '"Was the Presidential £lection of
1900 a Mandate on Imperialism?'" lississippi Valley Historical
Review, 24:1 (June 1937), 43-52, Hereafter: Bailey, '"Election
of 190G."

32, . . . . .
Belsner, Twelve Against Dupire, deals euntirely with

Republicans.

N




4
o, 25
moral, humanitarien, racial, historical and political grounds.

Tlhile dissident Republicans attacked the McKinley admini-
stration in Congress for imperialism, and the intellectuals

-

voiced their opwosition in the journals, the grass-roots level

o

of anti-imperialism was bheineg voiced by newspapers such as the

torld-Herald of Omaha, Nebraska. Willism Jennings Bryan, lead-

%/ -
. . . . oh . . . oy . . 35
ing anti-imperialist and presidential candidate in 1896,

had been an editor of the World-Herald for two years (1894-1896)

and enjoyed the paper's firm support for several years there-

after.”® In fact, one critic singled out the lorld-Herald as

the 'most constant, earnest and zealous advocate' of '"Bryanarchy"

3. . - . o
Ibid., pp. 215-20. The categories of anti-imperialist
argurients will be examined in the concluding chapter of this
thesis (below).

4

J4See Paolo ©. Coletta, '"Bryan, Anti-Imverialism and
Missionary Diplomacy,' Mebrasl-a Uistory, 44:3 (September, 1963),
167-87. Hereafter: Coletta, "Brvan and Anti-Imperialism.'
On Bryan's evolution from anti-imperialist to pacifist, see
Merle E. Curti, "Bryan and ¥World Peace,'" Smith College Studies
in History, XVI:3-4 (April-July 1931), 107-262. Hereafter:
Curti, '"Brvan and World Peace.™

550n Bryan from L89%6 to 1898, see Paolo &. Coletta,
William Jennings Bryan, I: Political usvangelist, 1860-1908
(Lincoln: University of HNebraska Press, L964), pp. 213-38.
Hereafter: Coletta, Bryan.

36, . . .
Paul V. Peterson, "I'he Omaha Daily World and World-Herald,

1885-1964," Ph.D. thesis, University of Minnesota, 1966, pp.
256-61. Bryan became an editor in hopes of publicizing his
views; the publisher, Gilbert M. Hitchcock, invited him to

join the paper in hopes of using Bryan's influence to raise
funds for investment in typesetting equipment. Doth men
achieved partial satisfaction of their hopes. See Paul V.
Peterson, "William Jennings Bryan: World-Herald iditor,"
Nebraska History, 49:4 (Winter 1968), 348-71. Hereafter:
Peterson, '"'World-Herald," for the thesis, and Peterson, ''Bryan:
Editor,'" for the article.




. 7 .
in the country.)7 The so-called "Bryanarchists' were the

radical agrarians, silverites, and anti-imperialists within

58

the Populist and Democratic parties, who opposed the

McKinley administration's twin goals of '"Gold and Empire,"
as they put it.39

The World-Herald's viewpoint reflected that of its top

executives; Gilbert M. Hitchcock, the publisher and later
United States Congressman and Senator; Richard L. Metcalfe,

Editor; William Maupin and Cortez Kitchen, editorial writers;

37The‘paper accepted that as a compliment. The critic
quoted was J. Sterling Morton, prowninent Nebraska Democrat
who had been Cleveland's Secretary of Agriculture. The
Omaha Evening World-Herald, April 14, 1899, p. 4, Hereafter
cited as World-Herald. AIl references are to editorials--
always located on p. 4--unless otherwise specified.

After two decades of falling prices and drought, the
farmers of the Midwest had revolted. Rejecting both major
parties, thev swept the Ponulists to victory in the Nebraska
legislature in 1890, Through Brvan's labors, Populist agrar-
ianism was injected into the Democratic party. Coletta,
Bryan, pp. 101-103, 157; James C. Olson, History of Nebraska
(2nd ed., lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1966),
pPp. 207-33, Hereafter: Olson, History of HNebraska.

9

World-Herald, December 6, 1899. Although Populists
c¢lsewhere may have been weak in their opposition to economic
%mper%al%sm, the Midwestern Populists were stanchly anti-
imperialist. See J. R. Johnson, "Imperialism in Nebraska,
1893-1904,'" Hebraska History, 44:3 (September 1963), 141-66,
esp. p. l47. Hereafter: Johnson, '"Imperialism in Nebraska."
Also see Samuel Walker, "Populism and Industrialism: The
Ideology of the Official Organ of the Nebraska Populist HMove-
ment,' M,A. Thesis, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 1970.
Hereafter: Walker, '"Nebraska Populist Movement."
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. 40 ,
and Guy H. Spencer, editorial cartoonist. The carecrs of

Hitchcock and Metcalfe, in particular, were closely entwined
. N 41
with that of Bryan.

It is the aim of this thesis to examine anti-imperialism as

seen in the editorials of the Weorld-Herald. This will be done

by examining the paner's coverage of the war in the FPhilippines,
1899-1902, and by a more general and topical discussion of the

World-Herald's anti~imperialism.

40
Besides ¥eterson, "World-Herald,'' see the history of

the paper published in the August 27, 1900 edition (p. 27),
and Robert F, Patterson, "Gilbert M. Hitchcock, A Story of
Two Careers,'" Ph.U. thesis, University of Coloradc, 1940,
Hereafter: Patterson, "Hitchcock."

41
Metcalfe first came to know Bryan as the World-Herald's

Washington correspondent. In March of 1905 he resigned edi-
torship of the Omaha paper to join Bryan in publishing Bryan's
own paper, The Commoner. (Patterson, '"Hitchcock,'" p. 220.)
Hitchcock had his differences with Bryan but supported him
until after the 1908 Presidential campaign. For details of
their relationship, see Patterson,''litchcock,' passim.
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II. 1899

With the Americans and the Filipinos at the brink of war
at Manila as the year opened,l Aguinaldo sent a representative,
Felipe Agoncillo, to the United States to explain the Filipinos'
position and their goal of independence. agoncillo was discour=-
aged by his cool reception, but told the press: "It is my hope
that all differences may be adjusted in a friendly manner.'

The New York Journal attacked Agoncillo and shortly afterward

also attacked Aguinaldo, proposing he be exiled to a 'iice se-

cluded bit of rock.! The Cmaha Vorld-Herald came to the defense
of the Filipino leaders: "That is peculiar doctrine in free
America! Banish a man who fights for freedom! Chain to a

ig
barren rock the man who dares to advocate freedom for his race,

instead of serfdom , The imperialists have gone stark,

. 3
staring mad."

lkouznaldo was having difficulty restraining his men
(Aguinaldo, Second Look, pp. 79-80). On the 20th of .January
the '"'Republic of the fnlllppl ies" (the Malolos government) had
ratified its constitution in assembly (Worcester, The Philip-
Dlnes, p. 207; World-Herald, January 31, p. 1. All references
in this chapter are 1§99 unless otherWLSe specified.). The
Filipino troops were becoming impatient to "defend' their ''sov-
orclgnty,“ whlch they seemed to regard as a process akin to
proving one's masculinity. Seec Colonel Julio Cailles' bellig-
erent report to Aguinaldo on how to deal with the Americans,
in HOrccstor, The Philippines, p. 157,

Aguinaldo, Second Ilook, pp. 83-86; Wolff, Brown Brother,
pp. 161-62, 211. Quote from World-Herald, January L2

>
Ibid., January 14, 1In December of 1900 General Arthur
MacArthur would exile fifty Filipinos, civilian and mllltary
leaders of the insurrection, to Guam. Forbes, The Philippine
Islands, I, 107. '
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On the night of February 4, troops of the First Nebraska
Volunteers from an advanced outpost encounteraed four Filipinos
and ordered them to halt. When the Filipino Lieutenant answered
back '"lalto,' Corporal W. W. Grayson decided '"the best thing to
do was to shoot him. He dropped.'

In minutes the whole line was crackling with rifle fire.
Word of the outbreak of war arrived at the same time as ratifica-

tion of the peace treaty containing annexation. The World-Herald

ran two larde headlines: "Treaty Ratified by Three Majority'" and
"Filipinos Attack the Amer‘icans."5 The editorial expressed pity
for the Filipinos, who would be slaughtered by the superior
American troops; for the American soldiers, who were required to
"slay liberty-craving Filipinos'"; and for the parents of the sol-
diers who must die for such a "damnable policy."

The next day the World-lerald defended William Jennings

Bryan, who had urged Democratic Senators to vote for the treaty

.. ) 7 Y _
containing annexation. The editors accepted Bryan's explana-

tion that "ratification converts a foreign question into a

Quoted in Aguinaldo, Second lLook, p. 93.

5
Vorld-Herald, February 6, p. 1

®Ibid., p. 4

For a sympathetic but plausible view of Bryan's reasons for
supporting ratiiication, see Paul . Glad, The Trumpet Sonundeth:
William Jennings Bryan and His Dewocracy (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1960), pp. 70-73. Hereafter: Glad, The
Trumpet Soundeth. ' T




domestic one' and added their own judgment that America would

become aroused by the onnression of the Filipinos and the waste
. 8

of lives and money.

The World-Herald carried mnews stories expressing Washing-

ton's concern that, although the insurgents were poorly armed,

untrained, and led bv voung, inexperienced ofificers, 'their

g

strong point is their knowledge of the country, and a certain

7

fanatical bravery.'" The fear was expressed that, "by taking
to the interior of the country, practically impassable . o
a prolonged Indian fighting style of campaign may follow.”9
On February 7 it was announced that a brigade of Nebraskans
"advanced and took the water works at Singalon.'" But the Fili-
pinos, although "retiring in bad. order,' tool: some of the glory
out of the Nebraskans' victory by ”cafrying with them the valves
. . 10
and heads of the pumping machinery.,"
In a more serious vein, it was also renorted on February 7
that "a converted river gunboat did terrible execution among the
rebels, sweeping both banks of the river with her gatling guns

and her heavier battery. MHundreds of Filipinos undoubtedly

. v . 1
crawled into the canebrakes and died there."

8.
World-Herald, February 7.

glbid., February 8, pp. 5, 6 (unidentified correspondent).
10, .. ﬂ : .
Ibid., February 7, p. 1. On February 9 and again on
March 8, 9 and 11, the World-Herald pointed to the capture of
the waterwvorks as evidence of the wonderful progress the tem-
perance movement enjoyed among '"Mebraska's soldier boys.'" A
Kansas unit, by contrast, had captured a brewery.
11 . - .
Ibid., february 7, p. 1. This was probably the Lasuna de
Bay, with two three-inch guns, two 1.65 Hotchkiss guns, "'a few
Gatlings," and, sixty riflemen. It drew only four feet of water,
and the Pasig River cut directly through Filipino lines. (Wolff,
Brown Brother, p. 219.) .
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A Kansan wrote home:

If it had not been for the gunboats we would have
had a hard time of it. Their searchlignhits just
showed us where they were, and those not killed
in the trenches were killed when they tried to
come out. Ho wonder they can't shoot, with that
light thrown on them, shells bursting and in-
fantry pouring in lead all Ege time. Honest to
God, I felt sorry for them,~~

The Vorld-Herald commented :

We take it that Private Conley did not mean that
remark in a sacrilegious sense. And now, 'honest

to, God," who does not feel sorry for the Filipinos?

e . . They are being killed by hundreds because
they 1ifted their armns against American soldiers,
and death is the due of every man who fires upon
the American colors. . . .

But . . . day /had/ followed day without a sign
that the Filipines were to be allowed to have a
voice in their own govermument. . . . and in des-
pair they attacked their former allies. By doing
this thev sealed their death warrants. Half-
naked, poorly armed, without military training,
the Filipinos are being mowed down like ripened
grain before the sickle--and for what?

« .« o 1t is a war of organized greed engineered
by men who think nothing of blood if there is a
dollar in sight, and the war is being fought,
not by the greedy ones, but by brave men, who
declare ”hfnest to God" we are sorry for the
Filipinos.t”

On Washington's birthday, Willjam Jennings Bryan made a

noteworthy speech in which he identified what he saw as the core

of the problem:

was America to he a progressive world influence

or a conservative force?

12

] Because of the slowness of surface wmail, this letter
did not appear until April. VWorld-Herald, April 3, Pe %e

13

Ibid., April 3.
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The forcible annexation of the Philippine islands
ig not necessary to meke the United States a world
power. . . . Mexico and the republics of Central
and South America testify to the benign influence
of our institutions, while Lurope and Asia give
evidence of the working of the leaven of self
government. In the growth of democracy we observe
the triumphant march of an idea . . .

Anglo Saxon civilization has, by force of arms,
anplied the art of government to other races for
the benefit of Anglo Sawxons; American civiliza-
tion will bv the influence of example, excite

in other races a desire for Sf%f—government and
a determination to secure it,

Two weeks later the World-Herald picked up the theme of

America's alternate futures:

The United States . . . have the opportunity to
becone, 1f indeed they are not already so, the
greatest among the nations of the earth. But
there 1s a radical difference between greatness
as contemplated from the standpoint of a wmon-
archy and . . . from the standpoint of an ideal
republic.

The powar of a monarchy is shown in its treasury
surplus, in its wilitarism, its force; the
strength of a republic is showvn in the content-
ment and happiness of its citizens, in'a govern-
ment . . . admninistered so successfully that
militarism is repugnant to the public mind. . . «

. « If we would be strong . . . let us admin-
ster the govermnment in the interests of the whole
eople rathfg than in the interests of a small
1

ass - L] .

0T Heo

o - . . . 16 . . © s
On March 4, the Schurmann Comwission arrived In the ¥rhil-

ippines but its attempts to establish an orderly administration

Ibid., february 23, p. 5,
15 . e ; v s . . . . .
Ibid., March 8. This editorial is typical of the way in
which different categories of arguments were woven together; in
this case, topics of national interest, militarism, and class rule.

The Schurmann Commission was appointed to investigate--
and govern-~the iglands, Ceneral Otis and Admiral Dewey were

20



for the islands were undermined by the intensification of com-
bat that accompanied the assault on Malolos, the rebel capital,
It was generally believed that the fall of Malolos would end

the war.l7

Perhaps in anticination of an imminent end to the war,

the “orld-Herald put full effort into a lengthy editorial on

the moralily of the war; the patriotism of the war critics,
and the justice of the Filipinos cause, and then asked what
we shall do "if in the near future the time shall come when
we have in fact suppressed this people.' Will we then look
back over "a bloody field . strewvn with the corpses of
lovers of liberty," some of whom are our ovn brave sons, others
the sons of Filipino parents, but all '"lovers of liberty'"?
When we have established ourselves as monarch of
all we suryegy in their beloved land, what is there
before us?

On March 31 headlines announced that the capital had been

- -~ E 1 =~y o+ c r i )
-~ - v . S L L Lo BN =
taken, at the cost of thirty-four Nebraslkan casualties. News

16 (continued. . . e
)members of the Commission, and 1ts civilian

members included Dean C. Worcester, an ardent imperialist.
Thus weighted, the Schurmann Commission's policies were mili-
tary and imperialist in tone, especially when contrasted with
the Taft Commission that replaced it in June, 1900. William
Howard Taft's aim was to assert civilian control over policy
and build up a professional bureaucracy; these aims conflicted
with a kind of "warlordism' that had evolved during the pro-
tracted conflict. On the Schurmann Commission, see Forbes,
The Philipnine Islands, I, p. 118; Wolff, Brown Brother, pp.
255-56; and Vorcester, The Philippines, p. 57. On the Taft
Commission, see Torbes, The Philipnine Islends, I, 124-25; and
Volff, Brown Brother, pp. 212-13., Cn '"warlordicm,' see
Governor-General ¥, B, Harrison's remarks in YWorcester, The
Philiopines, p. 733n. T
17, | _ , .
Vorld-lerold, March 13 and 25. Headline during assault
on Malolos: "Insurgent Prisoners Say Aguinaldo Will Make o More
Resistance if Defeated There.'" Ibid., March 28, p. 1.

lSIbid., March 28,
21



was less decisive the next day, however. The insurgents had

19 While Otis continued to

escaped from Bdalolos unscathed.
assure tashington of impending doom for the rebels, wmorale
among his own troops continued to sink. '"Majority of Volun-

teers Complain That They 'Did Not Enlist to Fight Niggers' but

. ‘ 2
Only Spaniards,'" the liorld-lUerald reported. 0

Some complaints were aimed at Colonel John Stotsenburg,
commander of the First MNebraska regiment, and on April 15 the
newspaper nublished a lengthy defense of the Colonel by Sergeant
L. Ryan, Quartermaster of the First Mebraska. Among the items
in Colonel Stotsenburg's favor, wrote Sergeant Ryan, was the
fact that 'we are now engared in a kind of Indian warfare,"
with which the Colonel was very familiar.2l

Ironically, the old Indian fighter was dead nine days later,

ambushed while reconnoitering near Malolos. The World-Herald

eulogized the "strict disciplinarian''; whatever his faults, he
1A > 1'22

was a ''brave and capable officer.

The limelight now shifted to Generals Henry W. Lawton and

Arthur MacArthur and their drives northward to capture the rebels!

new capital, Tarlac.23
l9_. . - )
Ibid., March 31, p. 1; April 1, p. 3.
201bid., April 3, p. 1; april 10, p. L.

2l1pid., April 15, p. 4.

22 . .
Ibid., April 24, Also see J. R. Johnson, '"Colonel John

N;}ler Stotsenburg: Man of Valor,' Nebraska Historv 50:4
(Winter 1969), pp. 339-357, esp. pp. 350-53,

3. e e e ; :

) 2 Forbes, The Philipnine Islands, I, 95; World-Herald,
April 22, p. 1. A certalin glamor clung to General Lawtoun by
virtue of his capture of Geronimo in 1886 (Wolff, Brown Brother,
P. 239). '
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The Filipinos sent staff officers to Otis with requests
for three weeks' time in which to convene their Congress, which
supposedly had sole power to authorize negotiations.24 Ctis
insisted on unconditional surrender. ‘Defeat did indeed seem

near for the rebels as town after town went up in flames.22

While attacking the war relentlessly, the World-Herald
was always careful to support the scldiers fighting in that
war., This was done partly, no doubt, as a political tactic,
to avoid alienating the public,267partly out of a patriotic
pride in American strength, and partly out of a sincere con-
cern for the welfare of "our boys."27 Such support; however,
fell short of accepting,the argument that;sﬁch bloodshed as

the First Nebraska had experienced gave the United States, in

247415 was a face-saving device; the leaders needed some
way to appeal to the "will of the people' rather than take the
full blame for a humiliating surrender. (Aguinaldo, Second
Iook, p. 101-04; Wolff, Brown Brother, p. 2573 World-Herald,
April 28 and 29, p. 1l.) T

ZSSee‘WOrld-Herald, May 2 to 11, all p. 1.

It was not only the Filipinos for whom the end seemed near.
The First Nebraska had petitioned Otis for release from service,
having been reduced to less than half ‘their normal strength
(World-Herald, May 12, p. 1.). The Nebraska regiment had, in
fact, suffered the heaviest casualties of any regiment on any
front in the entire Spanish-American war and its aftermath.

J. R. Johnson, '"The Saga of the First Nebraska in the Philip-
pines,'" Nebraska History, 30:2 (June 1949), 159-60. An early
headline (based on a letter) maintained that Nebraskans hurried
back from hospitals for fear of missing a battle, but later in
fhe summer a different picture was revealed: the troops had
been on the "verge of mutiny'" and were sent home "just in timeo"
(World-Herald, May 25 and July 25, p. 1l.) :

26

See, for example, the World-Herald, May 5.

27Ibid.,, February 6 and 7, March 28.
23



the words of the Sioux City Journal, "an added sense of pro-

.

prietorship in the islands fertilized by American blood." This

i

was, the editors replied, simply another way of defending title

28

by conquest.
Support for the First Nebraska regiment usually took the

forw of fund-raising cempaigns. The war was scarcely a week

old when the World-Herald sugiested that the legislature appro-

priate $6,000 to the First Nebraska. A bill introduced for

that purpose brought letters of condemnation ('"VWorld-Herald

free thunder') and of praise. Bryvan endorsed the idea, and
a former Cavalry surgeon wrote that, as long as '"“our boys"
had to live "in a climate where even the horse cannot live,"

to '"'shoot down innocent people, panting for liberty,' we should

not make it any worse for thew by withholding needed aid.29

A week later the Republican legislature killed the bill

; 3 . -
and was promptly conderned by the “orld-Herald. 0 When the

¢

legislature introduced a resolution of praise for the First

Nebraska the World-Herald declared it an "impertinence' after

the legislature's defeat of the appropriations bill, and hoped
for its defeat.
The ¥Fusionist Governor, William A. Poynter, vetoed the

resolution on March 31 on the grounds that it contained the

Ibid., February 13 and 16, p. 5.
59i§°’ February 22. %ith the return of some prosperity
the Republicans had taen control of the legislature in the
1393 elections, but the Democrats and Populists, under the
Ffusion party lebel, remained in control of the governorship.,
Olson, History of Nebrasla, pp. 235-36, 355, )
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phrase that our soldiers were "defending in the far-off Philip-
pines the principles of our government.' The Governor pledged
"the honor of the state'" to our troops but added that the con-
flict in which they were sacrificed was '"at utter variance with

. 5
Lthe . . principles of our government."

The UWorld-Herald ran lengthy editorials defending the

Governor's veto. A petition began to circulate in Nebraska,
calling for the Governor to remove the troops on the grounds
that the First Nebraska had become a '"shuttlecock of political
sophistry." The paper agreed on the removal of troops but de-
nied that it was the Governor who had made the regiment a
political issue.32

Meanwhile the Schurmann Commission had issued a proclama-

tion of American supremacy, and promised to work toward a goal

P

3 P

Ul

of liberty for the ¥Filipinos. The message also included the
promise of an "honest and effective civil service," which, the

World-Herald felt, "would mean more if backed up by civil serv-
34

ice of a similar kind right here at home."
The effects of the Schurmann proclamation were admitted to

be leseg than had been expected, as was revealed in an article

3
lWOrld—Herald, March 3, April 3.

32 . . .

Ibid., April 4, 7, 8, 12, 17, 21. On the 25th the paper
opened a fund drive for the »nurchase of hospital supplies. By
May 5 they could renort the arrival of the fund in Manila., Ibid.,
April 25 to 29; May 5, 6.

35 . .
© Ibid., April 4, p. 1

-—

jaIbid., April 5.
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under the headline "Guerrilla Varfare Now Fully Expected."
Guerrilla warfare was conceived of as something analogous to
Indian warfare; very familiar and easily handled. Americans
had always known '""how to oppose that sort of thing when occa-

sion dcmanded,”35 said the World-Herald.

On May 22nd, the World-Herald published "The Creed of the

Anti-Imperialist,' consisting of grotations from the Founding

Fathers, early Presidents, party platforms (Liberty party, 1843,

?

Whig, 1857, Republican, 1856, 1868, 1876, 1884) and other items

. . 3
doubtless uscful to public spealkers. 6
Four days later 'Hymn" followed ''Creed": The '"Battle Hymn
of the Empire' was printed. The first two lines were:
Mine eyes have seen the "glory" of the empire that
has come;
I've heard its mad hosannas in the trusts' marauding
humm;)

Meanwhile, the Uorld-Herald's Republican competitor, the

Bee, abandoned its opnosition to imperialism dnd advocated

annexation plus a ''measure of autonomy' for the Philip ines.38

The World-Herald commented on autonomy: ''Let's see; isn't

that what Spain offered Cuba and what all Americans advised

Cuba not to accent?'" The orld-Herald attributed the Bee's

JSIbld., April 13, pp. 1, 4.

36 g
Ibld., May 22. This approach was frequently used, to
establish in the reader's mind the idea that antl—lmperlalism
was traditional Amecricanism.

37Ibid., May 26.

8Ibid.



shift of position to '"the threat that the administration would

establish in Omaha a Republican newspaper that would uphold

3
administration policies.," 9

A wvieek later the paper made the same charge against the

Lincoln Journal.ao In response to denials by the Bee and the

Lincoln Journal, the World-Herald, although failing to reveal

concrete evidence of "adwministration pressure,' published a

numnber of exerpts from the Bee and Lincoln Journal to illus-
41

trate their '"'flop'" on the issue of annexation.
Memorial Day came, with no end to the war in sight. In
Southeast Asia, gpring meant the coring of monsoon weather:

Filipinos Take a Wew Grip
£

i
Approach of Vet Seaaoanives
Encouragement . . . . +2

n the Struggle:
them Great

It Is Real Viar MNow: . . . Geperal Otis Believed
to Have Informed the War Department He Must Have
More Men . . . Rainy Season Complicates the Sit-
uation and Reveals Hom Little of the Archipelago
Americens Control.

The World-Herald joked: "If Aguinaldo is depending upon

the rainy season he will be disappointed. The /American troops

39 . . " o ; .
. " Ibid., May 27. The World-Herald had a long history of
feuding with the Bee. See Patterson, '"Hitclicock," pp. 26, 87.

40, . 3 N
Ibid., June 27. s Ibid., June 10, 12.
42

Ibid., May 29, p. 5.

r———

43 Yy - - . . .
TDld., May 30, p. 5. On May 31 the Administration denied

that Otis had recnestnd more men, but the next day Otis' request
was again headlined. (Ibid., May 31, June 1.) In fact, Otis!
optimlism was catching up with him; he was in trouble with Wash-
ington. Not until August 15 would Otis admit that he needed
60,000 more men. (Wolff, Browm Brother, pp. 238-40.)
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charge so rapidly that they run out from under the falling
. ”lg.f.'},
raindrons.
By early summer the first reports of war crimes and news
censorship began to appear. About the former there was no
editorial comment, but the "un-American censorship' caused
e o . 45 . . .
great indignation. This was quickly overshadowed 1in the
headlines as the fiercest fixed fighting of the war ( as con-
trasted to later guerrilla warfare) broke out south and east
of Manila. There, 3,000 of General Lawton's Kansans fought
for days, swimming the Zapote River under fire, for a gain of
only 500 yards.46
Lawton was impressed by the determination of the Filipinos:
+ « « they waited until /we/ brought Jour/ cannon
to within thirty-five vards of their trenches.
such men have a right_to be heard. All they want
is a little justice.”
In the aftermath of the heavy casualties of June, impa-
tience over the war grew and became increasinglv focussed on
General Otis, and his handling of the military campaigns in

the Islands. Vhen Otis expressed doubts that the Filipinos

could be trusted in American-led army units, the World-Herald

World-Herald, June 2.

45 .
Ibid., MMay 30, p. 5; June 8, p. 1l; Junc 9.

?

46, -+ _
Ibid., June 10, p. 1; June 12, p. 5; June 13, 14, 15,

P. 1; Aguinaldo, Second Look, p. 10l; Yorbes, The Philippine
Islands, I, 95-97. '

47 -y
Quoted in Wolff, Brown Brother, p. 290.
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recalled his earlier statements that the Filipinos welcomed
. . . . 43 ..

the Americans, and attacked him for inconsistency. His de-
nials that he needed reinforcements, when he had only 600 men
for each mile of front, led the paper to state that "Otis has
not only proved a miserable failure, but he has needlessly
prolongad the war and sacrificed precious American lives.49

Much ammunition was furnished Otis' critics by the issue
of censorship, which returned to the headlines in full force

!

when the news correspondents in Manila signed a protest against
the suppression of news. Otis retaliated with threats to ex-
pel or court-martial the correspondents and the censorship
continued.”Y

After June, however, there was one less irritant: Otis
had released the First Mebraska from service, and they arrived
at San Francisco on July 26, amid charges that the sick had not

51

received proper care. Republicans and Democrats rushed to

48
On June 15, the World-Herald printed a cable from Otis:

"Inhabitants . . . rejoiIce at deliverance and welcome . . . our
troops' but on May 13 a news item had reported: "Among the
thousands of pretended friendly natives, who are returning to
their homes behind the American armies there are some who have
taken advantage of the generosity of the conquerors /sic/ to
make the zone unsafe . . . Soldiers going about alone are fre-
quently fired upon . . ." (Ibid., May 13, p. L.)

49 .
Yerld-Herald, June 26, July 11, L2.

50, .
ibid., July 17, p. 1; July 15, p. 5; July 20; iovember 15,

e, N - ~ ? ; -
P. 1. On Otis' threats, see iolff, Brown Brother, pp. 262-63.

51 .
Yorld-Herald, July 26, p. 3. Also see "Horrors of a

Troop Ship," Ibid., December 1, p. 1.

29



San Francisco and, whils awaiting the release of the regiment
from quarantine, accused each other of attempting to seduce

- s 4 . ': T - 52
the returned troops into attacking or defending the war.

The Horld-Herald 'scooped'" all rivals by boarding the

53 . . . .
troopships during quarantine.”” Interviews with soldiers crit-
ical of the war brought cries of '"shirkers'' and "riff-raff"

from Republican papers, and the World-Herald pointed out that

one of the 'shirkers'" was none other than William Grayson, who
. . 54

had fired the Zf£irst shot of the war.,
Pennsylvania and Wyoming hired special trains to bring

their troops across the continent. The Vorld-Herald took the

lead in raising $20,000 so that the MNebraska forces, 'our boys,"
would not be "Left in the Cold," as a headline put it. The
fund wes raised, the train was hired, and the regiment arrived

C':
fMagust 30th.””

Juring the summer, th iny season kept tue wvar at a

52
Ibid., June 19, p. 1; July 1, p. 1; July 26, p. 3;
July 27 and 28.

3
Peterson, "World-Herald,'" p. 299; lorld-lierald, July 31,
P. 1l; August 1.

Vorld-llerald, August 1, 4, 8.

Tbld., August 10, p. 1; August L1; August 12, pp. 1, 4
5, August 1 15 to 22; XuvuoL 30, p. 1. There was a dispute wit
Lne lepuo ican Bee over the mcthod of financinﬂ %he train,

solved in the Vorld-lerald's favor. See World- lerald,
Auoust 12, 22, 30, ‘

’
h
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‘minimal leval, and the iorld-Herald was free to devote much of

. . , , . - . 56
its attention to the Bates Treaty and to the Boer uar.

The Bates Treaty with the Sultan of Sulu, announced on the
24th of smgust, required the United States to treat the leader
AN
of the lloros, a HMHoslem minority in the southwest rFilippines,
cractly as the Spanish had. That is, there would be no inter-
ference with their Moslem relipgion, their slave trade, or their
polygeny (Yeach a sin against God and civilization,' fumed the

Uorld-Heraldj,”’

To payv the Sultan and is staff a total of 56,000, L£or ''the
encouragznent . . « 0of a lecherous old heatlien in his cussed-

,”58 was aluwost more than the Omaha editors could bear, and

s

for tue next two years they kept up a barrage of editorial com-
ment in condemnation of ths Treaty (esnecially its provisions

covering slavery), and of anyone daring to defcend the Treaty.59

50 e paper devoted L11rcy editorials to the Buew Lur from
September to December, The editors son'ed that sfmerica's position
on the Boer War was crucial to the completion of the emorglng
inglo-smerican axis, which was bound to uurengthen the imperial-
ists and "Torics'" in both countries. A& de feocto alliance, it
was fearod, would encourare interventionism abroad and militar-
ism at home. See Beale, T, R. and VWorld rorer, pp. 85-158, and
Horld-Herald, September 16, October 14, 16 and 18 and Ilovember 25,

)

=

57 . . - - em e

Ibid., Sugust 25, On the Treaty, ses: Forbas, The Fhilip-

pire Islonds, I, 79n, ©°; elff, Brown Br other, p. 317, and
Fresident liclliinley's annual ConﬂTb\ﬁfonAI mnessage which included
a defense of the Bates Treaty. For the text of his nessage, see
Jorld-Herald, bDecember 5, p. 9 (editorial reply, December 6J.

58, ,

rld-terald, sugust 25.
59

See, for exanmple, Septeuber L and 2G, October 5, 10, 28
(text of Trczty); and January 3 and Harch 30, 1901L. The Vorld-
Herald'®s nosition usually centered on the Thirteenth sawendment
to the Congtl utlon, wivich nrohibits slavery not only in the
United States, but in ”anﬁ ploce subject to their jurisdiction,"
wihich raised this question: YWns the Sultén of 3ulu ac LﬂO”lCd&—
ing Americon sovereionty but not owur jurisdiction? 3Jee editor-
ial, Qctober 7.
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By October the rainy secason had ended and Generals Lawton
and Macirthur resumed thelir northward advances with fresh troops
toward the new rebel capital, Tarlac. Anticipating the worst,
Aguinaldo authorized General Pio del Pilar, the young and popu-
lar "boy general,'" to begin mobilizing the hinterland for guer-
rilla warfare.GO Luropean-educated General Jose sAlejandrino,.
interviewed in the United States, predicted a long and costly
struggle—-6l one which could be avoided if the Filipinos were
offered an '"honorable peace.'" They were even willing to accept
an American protectorate. But the 'rebels" had no legal stand-
ing in Washington's eves; there could be no negotiations.62

The American advance was so rapid that Tarlac was taken by
surprise and fell without serious resistance; many high officials
were captured. Aguinaldo's mother and son were seized. Aguin-
aldo and his pursuers entered into a deadly game of hide and

[}
I

seek. 'he conflict had arrived at a new stage: full-£fledged

. g
suerrilla warfare."?

60 __
Forbes,
Philinvpines, p.

Philippine Islands, I, 99; Worcester, The

iy ~
=

1 Q

18.

ol

61Alejandrino pointed out that the Americans were only in
control of Manila and the railroad north, while the Filipinos
held the productive countryside and could hold out indefinitely.
Thus, the Americans would incur a great expense, and Alejandrino
wondered whether the American people would stand for the heavy
expenditures, although he considered the opposition to peace
would be forumidable from "army contractors Jand/ business men
making profits' from the military budget. Uorld-Herald,
October 2, p. 1.

>
6‘w0rld-Herald, October 2 and 3, p. 1; October 9.

b

63, . : .o

Aguinaldo, Second Look, pp. 10l, 107; Forbes, The Phili

pine Islands, I, 99-12G; World-Herald, Movember 15, 20, 22, 25
y P. L; Hovembar 13, p. 3; Hovember 17, 23.

O e
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Fews events in this new stage of the wmr would merit the
tind of headlines that had accowmpanied the first ninc montns,
but there was still a srprise or two awalting the newspaper's
recaders.

On December 7 news came that Agninzaldo had apparently been
pursued into a narrow canvon. The "boy general' Del Pilar and
a handfnl of his men volunteered to make a stand to buy time
for their leader to escape. (Del Pilar's stand has since as-
suned mythic proportions in the eves of the ilipinos.) Head-
lines told of a five-hour fight: "rFilipinos . . llade Brave
Stend Until Cold Steel Vas Used.”64 The "boy general' was
slain and his body stripped of every possible souvenir, to the
peint where correspondent Richard Little reported that '"it sud-

denly occurrced to e that his glory was abont 21l that we had

[
55

left nim,"””

Ironically, within two weeks of Del Pilar's heroic stand,
fmerica vas mourning the death of the most famous general in
che Philippines.

General ienry ', Lawton, who had called his enemy the brav-

est wen he had ever seen, was killed in battle on December 18.56

U‘Torld—Herald, ecember 7, p. 1l; ELJlHuluO, Second” Look,
pp. 108-12; World-Herald, Dpccmbcr 8, p. 1.

~ = - . . .
“Quoted in Wolff, Brown Srother, p. 288,

66, - .
World-Herald, December 19, p. 1. As a further irony the

captor of Geronimo was killed by another Geronimo. At San Mateo
Lavton had engaged an zlite "death scuad"  (liradores de la
Muerte) under the corwand of General ILicerio Geronimo (Violff,
Srown Brother, p. 291),




The YWorld-Herald asked "what,'" after all, '"could we expect

other’than mourning' from this evil war? General Lawton had
been '"'sacrificed upon the altar of this modern Moloch. %7
Thus, as 1899 closed, the first phase of the war had ended;
the transition to guerrilla warfare being punctuated, as it were,
by the deaths of Del Pilar and Lawton. Witihh the return of the

First Nebrasla, one of the direct links between the war and the

World=~lerald was severed, and with the fall of Tarlac it was

easy, 1if erroncous, to assume as many may have done at the end
of 1899, that the war micht begin to decline in importance.
After 1899 the newspaper's coverage of the hidden jungle warfare
became, of necessity, more topical and general, and less chron-
ological and specific, and attention turned more toward the

politics of domestic anti-imperialism and less toward military

activities in the Islands.

67, : )
7ﬁorld-HCrald, december 22,
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III, 1900

The year 1920 saw the World-Herald dealing with coverage

of Congressional debates and other matters related to imperial-

with the presidential election that climaxed the year,
and in vhich imperialism was a prime issue.

The. resolution introduced by Republican Senator Richard F.
Pettigrew, of South Dakota, to inquire into the information made
available to Congress concerning the war stimulated 3enate de-~
bate. Senator Pettigrew charged ''concealment and duplicity,"
and stated, 'We have reached a turning point. We must decide
whether 4597 proceed in a course of rapacity and aggression on
the British principle, or pursue a course of justice and right."l

Particularly odious to the Plains Senator was the practice
of censorship: according to the Associated Press, the Manila
censor was instructed to delete from news reporting anything
harmful to William McKinley or beneficial to William Jennings
Bryan. Senator Henry Cabot Lodge countered by proposing to ex-
tend the Senate inquiry into such topics as '"that the arnti-

imperialist league had been urging our soldiers to oppose the war."

1

World-Herald, January 12, 1900, p. 1. Hereafter all ref-
erences are to the morning edition. aAll references in this
chapter are to 1900 unless otherwise specified.

2Ibid.



Shouts of '"treason' soon greeted Senator

spe ceches® but he continued to press the issue,

that relevant docurients be

nrinted in the Congressional

Pettigrew's
and insisted

Record,

1

-4 S

especially s

.. . £
facts, to help the Administration.”

Cn January 17th,

Executive all documents pertaining to the war.
perhaps made necassary, the ‘lorld-lerald felt,
existed "too wide~a distance between the legis

executive branches of the government," a

be remedied by mandat

v

cf

ory aupea

Congress. Otherwise '"the Presiden

all that is done by the members

ince the major newspapers were, he

the Senate resolved to demand from

ances of Cabinet

said, hiding the
the
This

bacause there

situvation wiich could

menibers before

t (and he is responsible for

of his Cabinet) does not need

to account te the people at all . ."6

Senators Donelson M?mer"7 and Samuel D. Ncﬁnery,a both
Louisiona Democrats, svoke against the war, 7ith the latter ar-
guing that the Philippines would compete in cotton and rice with
the South, and that war expenditures would be better spent in

3_. .
Ihid.,, February 1 1

«

P-

b4

b .
IDld.

o
503

, ‘ebruary 3, p. 1.
he issue of bewey's promise of
The Senator forwarded to the World-Herald a le

Filipino General Jose Alejandrino concerning ti

ences with Dewey (July 23, p. 1. Also see the
ettigrew on August 7, p. 5).

5Ibid., Januwary 18, p. L. The firs

to the JSenate in Harch (WOrld-Herald, iarch ©,

(ST .
Ibid., Junnary 23, 7Ibld.,

3
Iid., Yebruary 17, p. 8.
36

documents

rebruary 6,

Senator Pettigrew also pressed
independence for

the fhilipnines.

tter to him from

he euarly confer-
interview with

were sent

n., 1),
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.. . 9
reclaiming and developing the West, a theme often endorsed”™ by

the Omaha editors, The World-llerald also agreed with Senator

Joseph L. Rawlins, Utah Democrat, who argued that, since the
Filipinos had never acknowledged American sovereignty, 'insur-
rection" was doubletalk:; that in reality, "a war of aggression
is being waged against them.”lo

The maiden speech of Senator Albert J. Beveridge initiated
an intense debate between Indiana's representative of '"young re-
publicanism”l1 and Senator George F. Hoar, the elderly Republi-
can statesman from Massachusetts. The editors described the
event somewhat one-gidedly in headlinzs; "Brilliant Rhodomontade
for Imperialism Cracked by Blazon of Barren Facts. Senator
Hoar . In His Uisdom of Age, Teaches Youth Fallacies of

nl2

Conquest. Wwhen pro-war newspapers blamed Hoar for 'prolonga-

tion'" of the war, the Yorld-Herald countered that it was the

need to kill all the resisting '"Tagals'" that prolonged the war,
and that this human element of resistance was once admired by
| . e, 13
Americans, at Bunker Hill.

Senator Bevaridge said "I have seen our mangled boys in the
hospital and field'" and condemned '"those whose voices . . . have
cheered those misguided natives on to shoot our soldiers down."

The editors replied that the guilty were "the men who make sacri-

. . . . . . 1
fice of American blood in order to gain new fields of speculation."

9Ibid., January 29, March 16, April 1.

10, .

Ibid., March 13, p. 5. C£. VWorld-llerald, May 1l4.
11 . 1245

Ibid., January 10. Ibid., January 10, p. 5.
13 14

Ibid., January 18. Ibid., January 17.



Nebraska's newlv-appointed FPopulist Senator William V,
y=any ! ’

Allen, linked McKinley's imperialism to his domination by commer-

cial interests, and to his pursuit of a secret alliance with Great

Britain.l” Allen also introduced a resolution demanding to know
- , . . s . g s 16
the number of deaths in various categories in the Philippines.

ressional debates on imperialism also made refercence to

y
l

Cory
the topic of Puerto Rico, particularly the esteblishment of a

tariff for the islands. Vermont Republican Redfield Proctor in

-

the Senate, and Maine Republican Charles Littlefield in the HHouse,

opposed tariffs for Puerto Rico and for the Philippines, and

called on the G.0.P. not to ignore the popular sentiment for free
- . 18
trade.l7 The House passed a Puerto Rican tariff by 172 to 161;

during the Senate debate the “orld-Herald ran many editorialst?®

condemning the tariff as an example of imperialism, as a distor-
tion of the Counstitution, and as evidence of McKinley's domina-

tion by corporate interests (in this case, sugar and tobacco

15 . - . . .
Ibid., February 24, p. 6. Secret alliance with Britain

became an issue when the ‘Omaha Bee charged there was no evidence
To support the charge. 1In response, the World-lerald published

three full columns off quotations from periodicals and politicians
dealing with Anglo-American relations and supnosedly demonstrat-

ing the existence of an alliance. World-Herald August 17, p. &.

16_ .

) Ibid., ilarch 28. Accuracy of Var Departunent casualty

lists also became an issue., World-Herald, March 9, p. 1, April
25. Of particular interest was death from diseases; World-Herald,

June 18, p. 5, July 29, p. 2.

17 . . 18__ . .
Ibid., Mril 3, March 25 Ibid., March 1, p. 1

19
Ibid., March 3, 7, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16,. and 20.



trusts). Despite the onnosition of Republican Cushman K, Davis

of Minnesota, chairman of the Jenate Foreign Relations Committee,

and former member of the 1898 Paris Peace Commission, the meas-~

ure passed the Senate (40 to 31) and was signed into law by

o s - s 20

President McKinley on April 12.
Critics associated the topic of the Philippines not only

with the Puerto Rican tariff and with Britain's suppression of

o~ Y

the Loers,2l but more obviously, with the entire field of Asian

0]

politics. Chinese Minister tu Ting Fang, speaking at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania on Washington's Birthday, stated that

the acquisition of thzs Philippines had extended the Monroe Doc-
trine across the Pacific and obligated the United States to be-

22

come the protector of China. With the proclamation of the

Open Door and the testing of that doctrine by the Boxer rebel-

]_ion,2j China thrust into prominence in the pages of the World-
. . . 24 )
rald to rival the war in the Phlllpplnes.~} "It 1s only by

preserving the integrity of China that the United States can

hope to profit,'" said the editors, presumably using 'profit' in

20_ . . .
Ibid., April 4, p. 1, April 13, p. 1

21
For example, sece lorld-Herald, January 27.

22
Ibid., February 23, p. 1 Also see YWorld-Herald, January
2, p. 2, July 4, p. 2.

23
Ibid., May 31, p. 1
24 .
For example, see ‘orld-Hersld, July 11, p. 1, July 26,
p. 1, August 18,




a figurative sense. A permancut American occupation force in
parts of China was a rossibiliity the editors feared.
The immediate result of the Boxer uprising was the trans-
fer of troops to China from the Philippines, to which General
i s ?

n
26 . - . .
fZvents in China brought to a head,

MacArthur objected.
through the Open Door, the matter of foreign trade, The Vorld-
Herald did not explicitly attack Secretaryv of State lay's Open
Door policy, since, like many Americans, they thought of it as
a protective gesture toward China, But they did continue to
malintain that development of domestic markets should take pri-
ority, and that foreign trade was an extension of the exploita-
tive nature of corporate wealth.27
The editors noted caustically that the January 1 issue of

=

smerican Trade, the IHational Association of MHanufacturers' peri-

odical, revorted that most capital in the Philippines was British.

And, the editors added, '"of course Pabst and Schlitz and others

scll becer . . more or less a camp follower's trade, . ..V The

editors asked if we had sacrificed 2,700 lives merely to sell
beer and protect British capital.28

Increasing exports and rising world food prices could not

25
Ibid., June 13, November 15, p. 1

26_
Ibid., June 18, p. 1, July 10, p. 1, aagust 5, p. 1

27 _ . ) o s
Ibid., January 29, March 16, April 1

Ibid., January 5. Cf. January 15, concerning British

capital in the Philippines.
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be crodited to the imperialistic policies of McKinley, the
paper said, but to increased demand abroad, resulting, in the
case of food prices, from famine. ¥ith an eye to the forth-
‘coming Presidential campaign, the paper argued that the 'pros-
; , ¥ . e 29
perity argument' thus rested on the misfortune of others.
Entanglement in thre world market wes only one of the as-
pects of becoming a world ewmpire Zven if the United States

50

could avoid the Asian war which seemed imminent, the very

nature of being a world power was corrupting and self-destructive,
the editors warned. AN example was the '"Pomp of Royalty"31
with which the American governor of Puerto Rico was installed

as head of a bureaucracy of ”carpetbaggers”52 partially paid

for by Puerto Rican revenues.

This conclusion was reinforced by the ewposure of embezzle-
ment scandals in the Cuban Administration.”> The moral of these
scandals was: '"A conquering people will become haughty, domin-
eering, arbitrary, corrupt; a conquered people will become ser-

vile, treacherous, malicious and despondent. "%

29
Ibid., September 15 (and May 4). The Populist paper,
the Indenenuent had maintained for two years that rising pros-
perity was due to overseas crop faililures (Walker, '"Nebraska
Populist Movement,'" p. 92).

31

0 :
World-Herald, March 28, p. 1 Ibid., April 27, p. l.

Ibid., April 26. &See also #&pril 22 and May 2.

Ibid., lay 12, p. 1, Moy 13, p. 1, May 15, p. 1, and
July 26, p. 1.



Just as the Civil Wor wras '"the judgerent of God' for the
"zar of criminal agoression’ ageinst Mexico, so the United States
was again courting judgrment, the editors warned. Past nations
which followed the urge to empire ended disastrously, and the
old warning of Tom Corwin, a pre-Civil War statesman, still held:
"doom . . . shall fall on the strong nation which tramples in
scorn upon the vealk., oo

Yet the most visible symbol of ewmpire continued to be the
war in the Philippines. The vear opened with coverage of a new
advance southvard from Manila by two battalions of the Twenty-
Ninth Infantry, which soon captured Aguinaldo's wife and sisters.
Manila remained isolated from much of the countryside, with the
rebels holding the montain passes near the city. In the prov-
ince of Worith Carmarines rice had quadrapled in price, and famine
threatened. The grboat Lagina de Bay bombarded the town of
Cabuyao, and '"the Americans birned the country between and around
Cabuyao."36

Manila was the only area free of war, but even Manila's
security was of a precarious nature. Throughout the year, fight-

37

ing occurred not far from the city. The Filipinos in Manila

j5Ib3’d HMay 27. A month later the World-Herald noted with
satisfaction thﬂf the llew York Herald, which had been pro-McKinley
in 1300, wvas now Jjoining the World- Herald in its fears that the
United Stetes would end up buried under the ashes of empire, as
had other republics. (World-Herald, June 27.)

36Ibi§., January 1, January 2, p. 1.

371Ibid., Jarmarv 1, p. 1, April 9, p. 1, April 15, p. 8,
May 31, p. 1, September 27, p. 1.

42



were reported to be uncoonerative and hostile; Americans trav-

elled only in groups or were scorted. -8 Captured papers indi-

e
. . 39 .. . .
cated plans for an uprising. The city festered with disease;

40 Uther reports stated

. . . 4
that Army personnel were engaged in Dlack—marketeerlng.+l

bubonic plague was reported periodically.
rlost

disconcerting to the God-~fearing World-Herald editors was ram-

paut sin described in lurid headlines:
Vice Flourishes at lManila Under Government
Control -- Most Horrible State of Affairs --
Two MHundred Licensed Bawdy llouses -- Six 4~
undred Prostitutes . . . Hell on Zarth . . . %
Under the circumstances, severity characterized American

adwinistration of the Philippines. When ecarlier rumors that

guerrillas would be shot nroved to be true, the World-Herald

called this policy "Wevlerism in its worst sha;w}.."lD Powers
given to the fxecutive under martial law were dictatorial, said
} . ) e A . .
Republican Senator John Spooner of Wisconsin. Brigadier

General Frederick Funston was reported to have summarily executed

>81pid., March 19, p. 1

39_. .
Ibid., Jamuary 2, p. 1

4O, .
Ibid., January 4, p. 1, January 9, p. 1, August 8, p. 2.

4 .
FlIbld., October 26, p. 2

42 _ .
}“Ibld., September 9, p. 18,

43 .
) “Ibid., February 22, p. 1, and quote from ¥ebruary 27
editorial.

L& .
Ibid., April 3, p. 5.

* 1\
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ey e . . o 45 .
two Filipino prisoners, but no charges were filed; the burning
. 4 - 4 46 £ 4= Y
of towns was occagsionally noted; but, except for these. glimpses,
little factual material on the administration of the Philippines

was- presented to lorld-Herald readers.

War Department reports and Congressional hearings later re-
vealed more extensive information on conditions in the Philip-

. 4
plnes.*7

General MacArthur's view, that "all insurgents /were/
without the pale of the laws of war”48 led to intensification
of the war. General Order No. 100 from the Civil War was en-
forced, stating that rebels 'are violators of the laws of war,
and are not entitled to their vrotection” and that they may be
killed on capture because 'they are not prisoners of war .49
General Otis reported the result: 333 "fanatics" killed in

. . . . 5
Aglipay with only two losses to the Americans, 0 and noted that

"in some instances it was necessary' to destroy villages.

45_ . . ‘
Ibid., April 10, p. 1, May 28, p. 1l.

L . . .
*O1bid., April 8, p. 24, April 27, p. L.

Vi
+7A recent work which makes extensive use of official docu-
ments in a detailed critical analysis of American administration
of the Islands is William J. Pomeroy, American Neo-Colonjalism:
Its Emergence in the Fhilipnines and Asia (Mew York: Internation-
al Publishers, 1970). Herecafter: Pomeroy, Heo-Colonialism.
48 4
tar Depnartment Renorts, 1900, p., 2386.
49
Rules 52 and 85 of General Order 100, printed as Exhibit
D in U.S. Congress, Charges of Cruzlty in the Fhilippines (57th
Congress, lst Sess., 2 vols.; Washington: U.S. Governwent Print-
ing Office, 1902). lereafter: Charges of Cruelty in the Philip-
pines. The conduct of the war under General oUrder No. LOO did
not receive the editors' attention until 1902 (below).

50

War Department Reports, 1900, p. 334.

1War‘Department Reports, 1899, p. 100,



The only dtew in the World-Herald in this period to touch

directly on such tactics was a reprint of a Colliers Weeckly

article by Frederick Palmer, which contained a description of
guerrilla warfare and the tense wilitary occupation. Palmer
noted that the natives and the troops alike talked of, and

52

feared, "extermination' as the inevitable tactic.

The Vorld-Herald noted, srithout elaboration, that the muni-

=

cipal elections held by Otis were not very successful.B) In

fact, as %iar Department reports revealed, such elections were
not very significant: the American administration could with-
hold elections and appoint municipal officials instead, where

appropriate. No other level of civilian government was func-

54

tioning. Md to qualify, prospective electors had to be able

to read and wiite English or Spanish, heave held office under the

Spanish, or have paid fifteen dollars in gold per year in taxes.””

. P

In June the Administration announced a three-month amnesty

o . | . ) . 56
programn for defecting rebels, but it met with little success.

One report indicated that Aguinaldo was reluctant to surrender

because he feared amnestv would not apply to him.57 When the

52
World~Herald, July 22, p. 6.

55 . :
Ibid., January 22, p. 1, March 4, p. 1, September 3, p. 1
5 .
4”&r Departmecnt Reports, 1900: Vol. III, pp. 28-30.
55 )
llearings, p. 5C.
&

0..
Jorld-levrald, June 21, p. 5, June 22, p. 8, July 30, p. 1

X

57

Ibid., Agust 13, p. 2.
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amnesty expired in September, Aguinaldo offered an amnesty
program of his own: forty dollars would be paid to each
American surrendering to the Filipinos.

Aguinaldo's supporters continued to use guerrilla tactics,
ambushing Americans wherever possible.,59 Letters from the
American troops reflected a grim reality that:.rarely found its
way on to the editorial page. Leo -‘Fischer of the Second Ne-
braska, for example, wrote that "It did me gpod to see' the
burning of an abandoned village,60 and "an Omaha boy,' Al
Miller, found that the Filipinos reminded him of various ani-
mals. When the water treatment was applied, 'they swell up
like toads.™ Otherwise, "I class them with a hog_oraa‘dogc"SI

i 6 2

Generélly the news of officers was more uplifting, although

a Lieutenant Waugh of Plattsmouth.admitted.castali§'that his

R

men captured a Filipino and 'mauled him up in a horrible man-

.ner."63 But any suggestion, such as that from Rev;}J; M.

Carter of Chatanooga, Tennessee,64 that American §ol&iers

281bid., September 24, p. 1.

"391bid., March 11, p. 2, May 9, pe 1.

60fbid., April 8, p. 24.

6lIbld., May 13, p. 21. Commenting on a soldier's descrip
tion of Filipinos as "queer creatures " the World-Herald cited

this observation as sufficient- condemnatlon of imperialism, '"a .
H

policy that would bring into our c1t1zensh1p such forelgn sub-
stance . . . .'" World-Herald, May 28. . .

See the 'brave deeds' of Captaln Jallace Taylor of Omaba'

Wbrld Herald, April 8, p. 29, Aprl’ 15, p ?27 May " 13, p. 21.

631bid., March 9, p. 1. 54Ib1d., May 5?3
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killed in the Philippineg were wost:likely destined for Hell,
wvas vigorously rebutted. In fact, ""Our Fallen Heroces' were
praised and cow.emorated. 65

The alien and hostile environment in which the smericans
found themselves was perhaps a factor in two developments: the
alleged use of narcotics (cocaine) by some troops, and the de-
morall ion of the officer corps.

In an editorial pondering the "important question' of the

reputed need for stimulants of white men in the tropics, the

Yorld-lierald cited an article in the dedical Journal by Captain

Charles “joodruff, an assistant surgeon in the Army. The Vorld-

Herald noted the "instinctive desire for a stimulant, tea,

n65

coffee, cocaine or alcohol. This topic did not, however,

become a standard part of the liorld-Herzld's repertoire of

arguments.,

lore significant was a story that appcared May 24, shortly

after General Otis, the "incubus

€3

of the war, returned to the
United States. An undisclosed source ('"an officer of high
standing') said that Otis had received the resignations of over

200 offiicers. He allegedly held back most, and the Secretary

Ibid., lMay 27, p. 18.

Ibid., May 20,

67 _. .
Ibid., May 3.

[a)

.
‘On recall of Otis, see World-Herald, @ebruary 8, p. I
May 6, p. 14. |




of War rejected those which were sent through channels on the
grounds that to accept resignation of some would demoralize the
remainder. Otis' successor, Macarthur, had allegedly been or-
dered to spread the promisc of relief for the Volunteers by
U . . . 69
November, which was percecived as a political campaign tactic.
Even when relieved, the return trip was often an ordea
for the troops. Conditions aboard the transport ships were the
70

subject of "bitter" debate. The transport Sherman, for exam-

ple, errived with 180 sick soldiers aboard, including twenty-

N e 71 - . (g . . .

o 1nsane, and 135 military prisoners, and exnerizsnced five
- 72 . .

deaths en route. Contagion such as typhoid nosed & constant

danger.73

MacArthur and the Taft Commission, having replaced Otis
and the Schurmann Comnission, faced formidable tasks. lHearings
were held, at which the United States ﬁilitary urged greater
military effort and the Filipinos urged honest, democratic gov-

74 - . .
The scheme that was followed was to establish lim-

ernment.
ited nunicipal elections (as described above) in areas that had

first been pacified militarily.75 The VWorld-Herald editors

69_ . 70
Ibid., May 24, p. 1 Ibid., May 3, p. 4.

71
It was charsed that the war drove men insane. World-

Herald, February 19, p. 4.

72 _ . . 73 . .

Ibid., April 27, p. 1 Ibid., April 2, p.. 1
74 . . .

Ibid., June il, p. L. On eight proposals put forward

by the Filipinos, see liorld-Herald, July 8, p. 5.

75_ ..
Ibid., august 6, p. 1.



analyzed the authoritarian powers of the Commission &and con-

. e .o . o 76

cluded that thils was imperlallsm at 1ts worst.
Aguinaldo issued a proclamation urging the Filipinos to

welcome the Taft Commission and to tell the Commissioners they

wanted independence and freedom of sneech, and mnot to believe

what the Commission nromised, since it had no power to bind

7

Congress.7
The Commission, which supposedly represented a transition

from "military' to "civilian' government, in reality presided

over a continuing state of war.78 General William R. Shafter,

in an earlier interview, felt garrisons would be necessary

" 1 v S ol T Y Il79 n} T ¥ 1 T

during your lifetime and mine. Former Commission chalrman

Jacob Gould Schurmann who had returned to the United States to

become president of Cornell University, said in a speech in New

York that our descendants could grant indenendence to the Fili-

pinos if they still wanted it after a generation of American-
80

-

sponsored schools and courts. But earlier in the year Schur-

mann had stated that the Commission's nroposed system of govern-

ment was identical to that of Aguinaldo's. The World-Herald

76_ .
Ibid., August 15,

77Ibid., May 19, p. 2. Agninaldo himself remained in hid-
ingz wandering, and at times barely eluding capture (World-Herald,
April 29, p. 7, June 4, p. 1). The first formal surrenders of
Filipino units and ofr7c1 ls began to occur in the soring of 1900.
See lorld-Herald, April 18, p. 5, april 29, p. L4, MHay 25, p. &.

78 -, - . 4 L
On the Commission at this point, see Forbes, The Philippine

Islands, PPe. %24~5; Pomeroy, Neo—Goloniglism, PpP. L32-49; and
Wolff, Browvn Brother, pn. 31L2-3.

o
- 0. ..
Vorld-Herald, February 19, p. 1 Ibid., Lovewmber 17.
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wondered why our best minds could not improve on this savage's
schemes, and felt that this provad Agninaldo's concern was for
good governient. If we had left them alone, the Filipinos
would be enjoying their own government by now, the editors
pointed out.gl
The specific details of the actual adwinistration of the
Philippines drew less attention from tihe editors than the dan-
gers of imperialism and militarism, perhaps the real issues in
their eyes. Of particular concern was the 'enormous' cost of
the war.? American military appropriations had risen above
those of France or Italy, to about the same as that of Germany.
"And what do we get for the awful expenditure and the desertion
of time-honored principles? Recognition as a ‘world power' and
133

a welcome to the turmnils and intrisues of Lurope. In one

month the war cost 1,300 Filipino casualties, 175 :American

- ~ . 4 Q U
casualties, and $12 million.>%

Sixty-four thousand troops were
. ) e e . 85 . . s '
in the Philippines (and the number was rising), NMcKinley's

imperialism had resulted in doubling the federal budget,86

2]

- - () L -
burdensome war taxes were necessitated by the war,”7 inflation

. . 30

wvas becoming a topic, and tar appropriations bills occasioned

a K

8l1bid., March 1l4. 821bid,, February 5, p. 2
83;919., April 4, 84191&., May 2.

85£§£g., April 13, p. 1 86;@;@., February 17, p. ¢
871bid., June 23 and 28. 881pid., April 27.
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biltter debate. The cost of the war by August was $186 million

and 2,400 American dead from all causes.go In September it was
said that 100 casualties had been suffered in ten days.91

In the fall the intensityv of the war slaclened with the
rainy season. Both sides awaited the results of the November
American Presidential elections and the cowming of the dry sea-
son.”? ith the ruerrillas fortifying the mountains for a
‘long siege,gB it appeared that the only immediate solution to
the war might be the political omne: to elect William Jennings
Bryan,

The Presidential election was the one overriding theme
of the year, the subject of a great variety of comment. The
year opened’ with Democratic speakers at the Jackson Club sound-
ing the themes on the anniversary of the battle of MNew Orleans:
"Old Illickory Democracy Sounds the Uar Cry.“94 Concressman
(Later Senator) LEdward V., Carmack of Tennessee, warned of the
danger of straying from our ideals. The "greatest danger,"

he said, was government by ''surprise,'" including unilateral

Executive actions such as those of Admiral Dewevy or the censors

B8O . A ;

Ibid., May 3. golbld., August 14, p. 1
9L, .

Ibid., september 24, p. 1
92+ . . i -

Ibid., October 8, p. L, Novewber 16, Hovember 19, p. 1
q"f

®Ibid., August 8, . 2



. . 5 _ .
at Manila.”” Governor David Overmyver of Kansas snoke on
3 T

MeKinley's '"kindness' to the trusts, his abuse of war powers,
the menace of a standing army, the Administration's tolera-
tion of slavery and nolygamy; usurpation of the treaty power,
_I £ - R . b 0y 96
and lacls of resgpect for the Tounding Fathers.
When invoking Andrew Jackson wvas questioned by Republicans

the World-Herald cited Jackson's farewell address, which warned

against the money power that would "dictate the choice of the

n97

peoples' highest officers. The editors viewed the campaign

of 1900 as the continuation of an older strugygle between the

people and their oppressors. ''"The doctrines of Hamilton are
28

arrayed against the principles of Jefferson." he survival

*J 7>

of agrarianism was at stake. As the New York Press gloated:

"The last vestige of the Jeffersonian Tradition . . . is
likely to be effaced in the coming election.' That would be
the downfall of America, and future historians would trace our

decline te financial exnloitation even more than to imperialism.

e enslaved ourselves first, the editors ex>lained, before we
. S
enslaved ot’ners."9
Optimism, however, was the order of the day. Senator
95 . .
Ibid., January 9, p. 10. QGIde., January 9, »n. 9
o7

Ibid., January l4. ©Noticeably lacking, however, was any
reference to expansionisn.

98 _ .
Ibid., September 14.

991bid., June 3, p. 28,



James K. Jones of Arkansas, chairman of the Democratic Na-

r

tional Committee, predicted that the silver issue and anti-
imperialism would puncture holes in the East, the G.0.P.'s
. 100 .
.stronghold. Tammany political leader Richard Croker,
interviewed in LEngland, also predicted a Bryan victory,lUl
and Toledo's '""Golden Rule'" Jones and John Peter Altgeld ex-

pressed their support for Bryan.102

Particularly encouraging to Bryan's backers was the de-
fection of prominent Republicans. M. L. Habercorn, who had

headed the G.0.P.'s "German bnreau' left the party reportedly

PO 103

because of militarism and imperialism in the Republican Party.

-

The Republican governor of Michigan, Hazen S. Pingree, warned

the Party to cut itself loose from the President. 9% Golonel
A, K. McClure of the Philadelphia Times deserted.105 And a

Sunday ecdition of tie World-lierald carried a lengthy collec-

tion of names of former McKinley supporters who had switched

to Bryan, including Theodore Roosevelt's uncle, a New York

ba'ﬁlcer.lo6
0] . . ' .
L OIbld., February 12, p. 2. lOlIbld., May 29,
102

Ibid., August 5, p. 18; September 15, p. 1.

&

lOBIbid., August 3,
see July 26; September 3

104

P. 4. On the German-American vote,
, L2, and 27.

Ibid., Septembear 1.

lOSIbid., October 1, p., 1.

g . - . . . .
1O°Ibld., September 16, p. 18. A similar potpourri of

converts appeared a weck later. See World-Herald, September 23,

pP. 20.
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The Vice iresidential condidate, Theodore Hoogsevelt,

attracted much attention from the Uorld-Herald editors. They

examined Roosevelt's Winning of the VWest and noted that as an
historian he had condemned "old world colonization,'" but in
the campaign he praised it. They added: '"The expansion of
Thomas Jefferson was neaceful, tie imperialism of William
McKinley is a riot of bloodshed.”107 The theme of '"Roosevelt
the Author versus Roosevelt the Folitician' was kept alive
through several more editorialst®® until he arrived in Nebraska
on a campaign trip.

In Lincoln Roosevelt accused Governor Poynter of calling

our soldiers "fifteen dollars a month hirelings.”109 Instead

of denying this, the World-Herald retaliated by printing a

deprecatory passage on farmers from an carlier work by Roose-

velt, and by pointing out Governor Poynter's past efforts on

behalf of the troops in the Philippines.llo Vhen the candi-

date denied the statement about farwmers, the paper noted that

h

the work was readily available for refesrence at the Omaha Pub-

1L

lic Library. When Roosevelt appeared in Omaha, the World-

Hereld did not print his speech verbatinm, but carried their

.. Lli2
owl. account of it.

L1071pid., July 22.

lOSIbid., July 23 and 24, August 11, September 27, p. 12.

1091pid., october 3, p. 1. 1101pid,, October 6.
111, .

Ibid., October 4, p. 1.

2 . -
) Ibid., October 5, p. 1. Mark Hanna was another favor-
1te target, as the powar behind the throne. See World-Herald,
April 28 and 29, p. 1, Cctober 1, p. 4.
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President lMcKinley.received his siiare of attention. '"The
fact that Mr. McKinley may be a wmild and good natured man does
not eliminate the serious precedent that is being established
by‘allowing one man, without restraint, . . . to govern a people

L1

against their will. McKinley's '"full dinner pail'' becane,

in the editorial cartoon, "The Full Sinner Pail," filled with
. . - 114
War Taxes, Gatling Gun Gospel, and the Sulu Slave Treaty.
The editors agreed with an article that ilwplied that gold
was no longer the issue: "In the last presidential contest
financial issues were wmost prominent., As a result of foreign
war now new questions are occupying the attention of the people.
Republicenism directs us towvard military iwperialism and finen-
. . g . ) 15
cial and industrial concentration.

Wnat the Hdepublicans were directing the nation toward was

nothing less than wmonarchism. When the Des HMeoines Weekly

Globe's editor adveocated a constitutional monarchy, and sup-

ported McKinley's imperialism, the World-Herald publicized his
116

remarks as true Republicanism. The paper also publicized a

Washington Post interview in which an unnamed Army officer said

that McKinley's intent was 'to conceal under the form of a re-

. . . . 1
public the power and spirit of a monarchy.' 17

113Ibid., October 5. 114}bid., September 8, p. 4.
L151pia., april 29. 1161pid., August 30, p. 1.

ll7;p;g., September 18, LEquating imperialism and monarch-
ism was another point of agreeuwent with the Populist Independent.
See Walker, '"Nebraska Populist Movement,' p. 89.
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The real issue, then,underlying imperialism, was the
"revolutionary'" shift of power to the Executive branch of gov-
ernment, a shift caused by Congress' failure to act on the
question of the Philippines.ll8 The coﬁing election would de-
cide whether we would be an empire, with a monarchical Execu-
tive, or a republic, governed by the people's 1egislators.1l9

The United States, Bryan maintained in a speech at St.
Joseph, Missouri, was a world power, but the question was
whether we would rule by force or by the example of the gospel

120

of love. Such idealism earned Bryan the admirgtion of his

stanch supporters at the World-Herald, who shared his view,

but‘bgought scorn from his opponents. When Bryan was insulted
at a New York Democratic club, the editors found it difficult

to understand why ''one of the cleanestvand_pUreét of men" should
have "“indignities" heaped upon him.121 Bryan's%virtues in-
cluded, said the editors, intelligence and consistency on the
issue of imperialiskm, and, as-a soldier an@vleader;qﬁ men, cour-

ge, decisiveness andﬂpatriotism.lzz

118'or1d -Herald, June 18. llglbid Apr*l °9 May 13,

lzoIde September 20, p. 1. Bryan's speeches on imperi-
alism are avallable in Wl]llam Jennings Bryan, Brvan on ImDerl-;
-alism, in the series, American Imperialism:. Viewpoints s of United
States Fore:gn Policy, 1893-1941  (New York: Arno Press and the.
New York Times, 1970). Alsc see the Yorld- Herald's exerpts and
chronology of his speeches, May 4, p. 4. e !

4121Wbr1d-HEra1d January 25~

l221b1d., April 29, P- 18 May 14, ‘July 6, Sep ember 10, ?;fffi
and 20, p. 5. - . , o
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The Yorld-Herald's coverage of the 1990 Iresidential cam-

paicn showved the emerging role of the issue of imperialism.

In February the Anti-Imperialist League Convention at Phila-
. . : .. L23 . .

delphla recelved favorable publicity. In May the Populist

Hational Convention at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, voted for

AN . . . . 124 - ..
William Jennings Bryan and Fusion, In July the Lemocratic

nomination was made in Kansas City, and Bryan was acclaimed

as having the true strength that grew out of his intelligence,
ot s . PR e s 125 .

honesty and patriotism on the issue of imperialism. Bryan's

acceptance speecih was a warning of the dangerous futures open

26

, . g s 1 :
to both the American and Filipino peoples. The acceptance

speech of Vice Fresidential candidate Adlai Stevenson shared
Brvan's anti—imperialism.l27
President McKinley's acceptance speech indicated his sensi-
tivity to the charge of imperialist. Most of his speech was
devoted to a detailed justification of his actions in the

’Philippines.128

1235 . s .
Ibid., February 23, p. 2.

124 ) ,
Ibid., May 11, p. 1

125
Ibid., July ¢, p. 1, and editorial.
126 .
Ibid., August 9, p. 1, and editorial. (Homination
speech: §ugust 9y, P. 5. Nomination speech in German: aAugust 20,
pp. 5"60

27 .
. 7Ibn.d., August 12, p. 21.

128_ .
Ibid., September 10, pp

reaction to the speech, see Sep
Schurz's rebuttal to McKinley,

57

1, 5. TFor the World-Herald's
ember L1 editorials for Carl
ee September 30, p. 26,

t
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4s the campaign neared its climex, Bryan toured Ohio and
spoke 1n Chicago, then returned to Nebraska.l<? Feelings ran
high. Headlines warned that the bDemocratic party ''Does Not
Approve of Force, but All Should Insist on an Honest Election."t39

The Vorld-Herald editors viewed the clash between '"the

masses' and '"the classes'" as apocalyptic; everything was at
stake. ™l Earljer in the year Bryan had voiced his attitude

toward defeat:

e . o 1E it dis fate that this nation is tc¢ cease to
be a republic and becowme an empire, . . . 1f in the
P-ov1d°nco of God the time has come when the pendu-
lum should swingt back toward the dark ages of the
triumph of brute force, I pray to God that the demo-
cratic party mav go down to eternal death with the
republic rather than to live when its principles
are goune.l

In an earlier moment of somewhat pessimistic reminiscing

“ e

Z A
about the 1896 election,ld} the Owmaha paper had felt that

thon a heroic effort can now bring deliverance,"

1]

"nothing les
and had noted the apathy with which the American public greeted

events in the #hilippines. low, on the eve of the election

lngle., November 1, p. 1, MNovember 2, lovember 3, p. 1,
NMovember 5, p. 1.

IBOIbid,, Hovember 1, p. 2.

1311bid., January 12, July 11, p. 1, September 24.

132Ib1d January 21, p. 2. Bryan felt that refusal to
compronise thﬁve pr]nc*nlvs rould keeo the party intesct as an
agent of reform, even if he lost the electlﬁn. Coletta,

Bryan, p. 263.

L33yor1d-Herald, July 23. 1341544, , lay 1.
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that would, they felt, decide America's future, they prayed:
"God grant that the American people may realize the dangers
confronting this nation. . 132

On eiéction day, McKinley received fifty-two percent of the
votes cast; Bryan received forty-six pergent. he newspaper
headlined: "People Say Again 'Not this Man but Barabbast, >0

Perhaps the editors were not overly surprised. In a
thoughtful comment the next day, they accepted the election
but had doubts about its effect. They engeged in lengthy
praise for the way Americans readily accepted the will of the
majority, but they could not help ending on a note of concern
‘that this acceptance could too easily become indifference:

", . . 'what will be the effect on the rising generation of the

Splrlt of castlng aside great issues for anoth*r four years,

‘1f the present trend to an empire on the part'of the admini-

‘stration is not checked . . . 737

Spaaklng in Boston, Senor Sixto Iopez, an.asso~1ate of
Agulnaldo, said the Filipinos would nontlnae tv fight until

3
:they received a promise of independence,” 138 and the editors

1351b1d., November 6.

136Ibld., Nbvember 7, P~ 1. On the electloﬁ, see John W, -
Bailey, "'The Presidential Election of 1900 in Nebraska:
'MhKlnlev Over Bryan,'" Nebraska History, 54:4 (Winter 1973),
Pp. 560-84, Mr, Bailey accepts the Republican contention that
=the Democrats lacked any good issues. in 1900 (pp, 578-79).

137Wbr1d Herald Nbvember 8.

Ibid.,'NoVember'lO, p. 1.
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noted the. hollowness of the claim that Bryan's defeat would
end the insurrection.'>? In England, McKinley's reelection
was reportedly'applauded as support for British’imperialism.140
Bryan s comment on the election parallelgd the World-
Herald's. "I am sure that the republlcan pollcles will be
repudlated by the people when the tendency of. thesc policies
is fully understood nl4l
Bryan noted that "The prosperlty argument . was probably

the most potent one. . . . nl42  qq retrospect, the election of
1900 was not a clear-cut mandate on imperialism. ~Since Bryan

- was unable to clearly link the war to economic-iééhes, many
voters who were antifimperialist but weregaléo anti-silver
had to settle in their own minds a question oféppibrities.
- The war was a temporary issue; the ecoﬂomy éﬁﬁéfﬁ;hent one-.143
Bryan's speeches on imperialism were answeredféyiMQKinley's
on gold. In a sense, the issue of the campaig#fégéé what 1s

the issue?144

1590514., November 12 and]_6.
140122§,,'Nbvember 11, é;.lﬁ-
14?5919.; November 9, 9;11;
1"*2;1_13_1’_4.

1438ee Cﬁrtl "Bryan and horld Peace," pp. 170-28 254'ﬁ
‘and Glad, The Trumpet Soundeth PP. 77- 79 143~ 48.537

144Balley, "Electlon of51900 " p. 45.

‘ 6'6?'1



Bryan's tendencies towsrd pacifism were intensified by
is encounter with imperialism,l45 but desnite his efforts,
imperialism was dead as a political issue iu Nebraska after
146

the election of 1900, Only the war could continue to fur-

nish the World-fHerald editors with a subject for polemics,

1 A l‘» nd > N he
even tnough they knewl'7 that the conflict could end only in

American victory.

145 . .
Curti, '"Bryvan and World Peace,' loc. cit.; Coletta,

"Bryan and 4nti-Imperialism.”

146 PR .
Johnson, "'Imperialism in Nebraska,'" p. 159,

147
World-Herald, November 12.

61



IV, The lind of the Insurrection

Having been defeated at the polls, the YWorld-Herald's

anti-imperialist crusade rapidly began to falter. The "day of
reckoning' was no longer a snecific date in November but an
indefinite rhetorical date., On the occasion of a '"masterly

appeal to the conscience of the dAmerican people' by Democratic

Senator Charles A, Towne,l of Minnesota, the World-Herald
warned:

We have just finished a hotly contested presi-
dential campaign, and many people have grown
wveary of political discussiocns, consequently
the masterly speech of Senator Towne did not
create a profound impression upon the country.
But . . . let no imperialist drunk with power
think thq£7 adherence to truth and compliance
with conscience are considerations wholly dead
in the American breast. . . . there vill yet
be an awakening . . . .

That portion of the American neople that is
depending for information upon the republican
press has not vet learned the truth of the
situation in the Philippines. . . . In time
these people will learn . . . and the day of
reckoning will be at hand.

. . . ho bayonet was ever made so sharp that
it could pierce the heart of liberty. . . .
no people were ever so prosperous thaet they
could afford to trample upon the rights of
the weak and helpless.

L, -
The full text of Senator Towne's speech was printed in
the World-lerald, February 10, 1901, p. 20.

2
Ibid., January 30, 1901.



The editors had touched on a basic advantage that the

)

id

Administration enjoyed: the ability to control the f£low of

)

information from the Philippines. As will be developed below,
sensational publicityv concerning conditions in the Philippines
did mot come until the spring of 1902, with the trial of Gen-
eral Jacob Smnith and testimony at Senate hearings, by which

lism was suffering rigor mortis.

’-JL
9]
e
{
e
—
=}
T
®
t_s
e
i

time ai

As soon as the election was past, the Administration be-
gan pressing hard for a military solution to the insurrection.
Videspread escalation was reported, and the Administration,

weary of a prolonged war, was said to be planning to ‘''show

L
4

2
no wercy."
On the diplomatic front, the American government pressed

England hard to suppress Filipino insurgent activities in Hong
4

Kong. At home, Gencral Macarthur and the Var Department,
anxiocus to secure passage of an Armny Reorganization bill, be-
gan issuing statements on the need for a laryge permanent stand-
ing army of 100,000 men.” The editors noted that in the past
our army had always been large enough, but now it was being
called "absurdly small.'" Thus, they observed, militarism was

. . : .. €
creeping rnto our life.

z
2 . - :
Ibid., Hovember 19 and 22

b . :
Ibid., Wovember 22 and 26

5. ;
Ibid., November 12 and 27, 1900, p. 1

6 i .
Ibid., MNovemher 14, 1900,



The War Department revorts for the Philippines for 1900
were released by General MacArthur with little publicity. Sup-
port for the insurgents was widespread, Macdirthur noted, but

only because the natives "have been maddened . . . by rhetor-

o]

7
sophistry, and stimulants applied to national pride . . "

e
0
O
e

Detailed analysis of ¥ar Department reports could have
yielded material for sharp criticism of Administration poli-

cies but the World-Herald editors were unable to perform such

. . 3 e e 8
analysis because of the relative inaccessibility of the reports.
The pictnre that emerges from the reports for 19200 and

I g 1
1901 is that of wides»read popular resistance to military oc-

' yrere

cupation. What would now be called ''shadow governments'
established "simultaneously and in the scamc sphere as the
American governments, and in manv instances through the same
personnel.'” They "acted openly in behalf of the fmericans and
secretly in behalf of the insurgents. . . 4 General HMHacArthur
noted the obvious: "One traitor in cach town would effectually
destroy such a complex organization.”9

The guerrilla portion of the population moved as easily

as  £fish in the sea: "YAt one time they are in the ranks as

71Ibid., November 11, 1900, p. 13.

Not until 1912, with the publication of The American Oc-
cupation of the Philippines, 1898-1912 (New York: G. P. Puthnam's
Sons) by James H. Blount, who served four vears in the Philip-
pines as District Judge, was effective critical use made of
government documents on the war. (Hereafter: Blount, Amneri-
cait Oceupation. )

gwar Departwment Renorts, 1900, 5, p. 61.
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soldiers, and immediatzsly thercafter are vithin the American
lines in the attitude of peaceful natives, absorbed in a dense
. . 10 . on

mass of sympathetic people. MacArthur further noted: The
cohesion of Filipino society in behalf of insurgent interests
is most emphatically illustrated by the fact that assassination,
which was extensively emploved, was generally accepted as a

o : . .11
legitimate expression of insurzent governmental authority.

Aguinaldot's dissolution of the insurgent army had earlier

been taken as a sign of aAmerican success, but Macarthur now
realized this had been merely a prelude to guerrilla warfare.
Once this was realized, "an entirely new campaign' was launched.
Generous treatment of the population, which had béen taken as
a sign of weakness, was replaced by '"more vigorous field oper-

nl2

ations. In addition, news was controlled, 'populaer agita-

tors" were exiled, and '"a pro-American native party' (the Fed-
eral Farty) was encouraged.l3

Until the Taft Commission officially inaugurated '"Civil"
government in July of 1901, (and in some cases afterward) mili-

tary policy predominated over alternate policies. The military

policy reflected the belief, first, that the war should be made

0:pia., p. so.

War Department Reports, 1901, 2, p. 90.

12
Ibid.



unbearable to the nopulation, and second, that treasonous crit-

4 .
L4 Both beliefs were

icisms at home encouraged the rebels.
shared to some extent bv the civilians, and both encouraged
thHe practice of censorship.

Hampered by lack of knowledge of conditions in the Islands,

much of the World-Herald's coverage of the var was undistin-
suished, focussing on routine reporting: The 39th U.5. Volun-
teers advanced on Brinan, captured Puenta De Viga under Captain

Wallace Taylor, and so forth.15

Better coverage was afforded
personalities, such as Bryvan, Aguinaldo, Macurithur, and McKin-
ley, in their relation to the war.

Bryan told his followers that, although he did not intend
to run for President again, they would continue to hear from
him, since he believed supporting principles more important

than winning eslectons. A short time later the first issue

17 - ol
of Bryan's paper, The Commoner, appeared, Wwhen the U.S.

Supreme Court upheld the Adwministration in the insular cases

(see below) Bryan blasted the decision which '“has declared

President McKinley emperor . . 18 ana repeated the charge to

the Jackson Club in Kansas City.19

"{“ 1. v g - [4 -
1 Blount, american Occupation, pp. 276-84; Hearings, pp. 71,

340, 554-59, 6606; Pomeroy, American Heo-Colonialism, pp. 84-98,
118-49; Var Department Reports, 1901, pp. 89-96; Worcester,
The Philippines, pp. 243-52.
15, .
Yorld-llerald, January 20, 1901, p. 13; February 17, 1901,
p. 225 March 13, 1201, p. 2; March 17, 1901, p. 13.

16 . 7.
Tbid., January 12, 1201, 1 1bid., January 23, 1901, p.5.
1 19

+

(9]
“Ibid., June 2, 1901, p. 1. Ibid., June 6, 1901, p. L.
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Meanwhile, time had run out for Aguinaldo. Three months
tt T H2O T =
after promising "a long and terrible struggle, Aguinaldo
was captured by the '"'Daring Froject of American D'artagnan,'
Frederick Funston, who was immediately promoted to Brigadier

tian Filipinos are

%]

General. 21 The editors commented: "Chri
hunted down for daring to fight £for independence. Sulu hea-
. . 22
thens are coddled and salaried, , . ."°°

The Administration announced that Aguinaldo's capture

meant the cnd of the war, but was unsure of what to do with

o
1.._:

him.2” Aguinaldo took an oath of allegiance to the United

i
'3

States but continued to be held captive until he issued a proc-
lamation which stated, in part, ''the complete termination of

hostilities and a lasting peace are not only desirable but

3 : . ~ 2 4
absolutely essential to the welfare of the Philippines.'
Aguinaldo apparently was sincere in his wish to see the war

25

end, and in fact, the insurrection, as an organized campaign,

did collapse°26

2OIbid., January 27, 1901, p. 1l.

21Ibid., Harch 23 and March 31, 1901, p. L. On the cap-
ture, sec aguinaldo, Second Look, pp. 120-28; Forbes, The Phil-
ippine Islands, I, pp. 103-04; Worcester, The Philippines, p. 219.

22ﬁor1d—ﬁcrﬁ]d March 28, 1901. The editors were still
fuming that the SuTu flag had been f£lowvn in Washington (World-
Ierqld, Jamuiary 15, 1901, ». 1), the flag of "greasy, poly-
gamous, slave-holding datos" (World-llerald, March 3C, 1901).

2>Ibid., March 28 and 30, 1901, p. 1.

.L\

Ibsd., April 3, 1901, p. 5; April 20, 1001, p. 1

R ——— L

Worcester, The Philiprines, p. 220,

25, . .
““Uorld-Herald, April 23, 1901, p. 1; Aguinaldo, Second
p'L - ‘L‘LS"“LO.

D+ 1 _ . ‘ .y . . . .
Har Department Reports, 1701, (Philippine Commission) 1,
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The Gmnaha editors drew an extended analogy between Aguin-
aldo and Toussaint L'Ouverture, who had led Santo Domingo in
rebellion against Napoleon, and hoped that the administration
would treat Aguinaldo justly and not exile him, for '"History
1s replete with the record of nations that lived unjustly and

e 27 : . .
perishad from the carth, Agulnaldo vwias not exilled; he set-
tled dowvn to the role of elder statesman, and by 1903 he was
urging Filipinos to study hard in order to advance upward in
_ . .. . 28
the American administration.

Shortly before Aguinaldo was captured, General MacArthur
reported that "the conditions throughout the entire archipelago

29

are very encouraging." There was little noticeable dissent

on this point. Ilbwever, MacArthur's rigorous measures were

subjecting him to unfavorable publicity on the matter of f£ill-
0

W

ing Manila jails with local editors.
Manilans gave the Americans other problems as well: two

thousand of the leading c¢itizens of the capital had signed a

memorial in January preising Aguinaldo and pointing out that a

thousand of his suprorters arise for every hundred killed by

27 ;
Vorld-Herald, April 1, 1901.

28 .
Ibid., September 3, 1903, p. 1

29 .
Ibid., Marcih 12, 1901, p. 1

30 . .
Ibjd., January 28, February 6, 1901, p. 4, and
February 12, 190L, p. 5.
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the Americans.gl Shortly aftervards, Manila was startled by

the news that the Italian and Urnguayan consulates were assist-

z

. . 352 . .
ing the insurgents. American authori ties Dbroke up this ac-

tivity, and it was rumored that several other consulates were

rd
33

also involved.

General MacArthur was sibzequently asked to report on a

2y
. 34 . . .
blaclk market scandal, and an investigation revealed that mer-

chant trading with the insurgents was so widespread that charges

o

had to be dropped. MacArthur was soon to be relieved by

Hajor Gemeral Adna R. Chaffee, as authority was tronsferred to

L

Ut
()}

the Civil Governor, William Howard Taft.

The powers of Taft and his Commiseion had rested on the

exercise of Executive (military) authority, but the Spooner

amendment to an appropriations bill provided Congressional

-

e e .. 37 . \ -
(civil) authority and ended any question as to whether Taft

3l1bid., Jamiary 10, 1901, p. 1

32

Ibid., Februsry 22, 1901, p. 2

331bid., March 13, 1901, p. 2.

341bid., April 1, 1901, p. 1; april 2, 190L, p. 2

>2Ibid., May 26, 1901, p. 1.

PSSR,

-
2 . i_1
6}kac;h?tau1r

8till faced the unpleasantness of testifying
before Senate criti

1
cs (see below).

Porbes, The Philippine Islands, p. 128; World-Herald,
?ebruary 26, L90L, p. 5; February 28, 1901, p. 1; Marclh 3,
1901, p. 2.
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or the nilitary commander was the chief executive. It did not,
however, end the question of the Bill of Rights in the Philip-

pines. The "insular cases'" brought this matter before the

0

Supreme Court. This series of cases revolved around the right
of Congress to legislate for the Islands irrespective of Con-
stitutional provisions. That right was upheld, '"but in . .
decisions so contradictory that no one has ever been able to
. .38

unravel thelr logic.

There had been rumors that the Court would uphold the Ad-

4

. s . ... 359 .
ministration's position, and when the first decisions wecre

handed dowvm, the Vorld-Herald was ready. '"United States a Part

of an American Empire," they headlined; "Congress Decides How

A . . . 40 . .
Much of the Constitntion Applies." The next day, in an edi-

torial entitled "Dred Scotts by the Millions,'" the editors re-
printed portions of the dissenting opinion by Chief Justice
Fuller and Justices Brewer, Harlan, and Peclkham. The dissent-
ing opinion attacked the theory which

assumes that the constitution created a government
empowered to acqguire countries throughout the world
to be governed by different rules than those obtain-
ing in the original states and territories and sub-
stitutes for the present system of republican govern-
ment a systewm of domination over distant provinces
in the exercise of unrestricted power.

=z

JdMO“fson Comnager ﬂnd Leuchtenberg, The Growth of the
American knmub11c, (Ilewr York and London: Oxford Unlwerclty Press,
1969), Vol. II, p. 260. The Court arrived at jts position by
dis L1n~n _shing between "fundamental" and ""formal'' rights. (Ibid.,
PP. ?64 65.)

39”brld Ierald, Febrnary 9, 1901, n. 1; March 2, 1901, p. 1

40__ .
Ibid., May 28, 1901, ». 1.
4 . e o .
'lIbld., May 29, 1901. The editors considered this a clear

definition of imrerialismn.
70



Having been defeated at the polls, the anti-imperialists
had now bean defeated at the bench, and although the Onaha
editors gave out a last brief flurry of editorials, a note of
despair was beginning to creep into their arguwents. The "av-
erage man,' they complained, does mot realize that the Court's
dzcisions mean unqualified support for imperialism:
hese days of prosperity

l
at change thot has been
t ‘JtiOI’lS. L . .

The fmerican people in
do not realizec the
worlied among their

Power and wealth is being concentrated in a
limited circle. Truth is being crushed to
carth on every hand. . . . and the people,
lulled irto a sense of secnr*ty annd satis-
faction by the gnten of a full dinner
pail, loe omn.*2

They also explored the narallel with Rome: a republic in

. . . Iy . o e . . .
Itsly, an ewmpire in the srovinces. 2 The Administration, vindi-

cated, pressed ahead with plans for the establishment of civil
governnent for the Islands.”

On the fourth of July the Vorld-Her:ld did not comment

directly on the significance of the date to the Filipinos (it
was the date of Taft's inauguration as the f£irst Civil Governor),
but did comment that "if we are to have colonies, if we are to
have a constitution that is for a select few, . . . then the

time will very soon come when the intelligence /sic/ of this

id., May 30, 1901,

4% . -
Ibid,., June 3, lo01,
G4, . -
Ibid., June 5, 1001, p. 1



-

country will insist thet the Declaration of Independence be

. . . . uhb
abolished as a feature at our Fourth of July celebrations."

The Chicasto Tribune felt the Fourth was ilow a gloriqus

day for the Filipinos, too. On the contrary, sald the Omaha
daily, "Never was more foul desecration done the memory and
spirit of the days of 1776." ‘

The insular cases in the spring of 1901 were followed by
almost a yvear of silence on the subject of the Philippines.
It took the events of the spring of 1902 to arouse a reaction
from the Omaha paper.

The Fifty-seventh Congress held hearings 'on affairs in
the Philippines,” during which many dramatic heated exchanges
took place between Senators critical of tbe war, and Generals

critical of the oenators.47

oy

While Taft was in Washington testifying, ''pacification
intensified in the Islands. At the town of Balangiga in Samar,

American troops were massacred; no prisoners were taken. The

45_ . 46 .
Iibid., July 4, 1901. Ibid., July 7, 1901.

See the three volumes of testimony in Hearings, cited
previously (Senate Documents 4242, 4243 and 4244, paginated
consecutively). Highlights are the e\ch'xnoeo between Taft and
Democratic Senator Charles Culberson, of Texas (pp. 71-80),
parts of the testimony of General Robert Hughes (pp. 554-6G0;
635-66), and all of MacArthur's testimony (esp. pp. 1571- 1956).
Admiral Dewey's testimony and General Otis' testimony are of
little value. A good s~lection of pwerpto is available in pa-
rerback in the ”Tosfimonv of the Times' series. See llenry F.
Graff, ed., Jmericen Imperialism and the Philipnine Insurrec-
tion (Bocton. Little, Brovn and Company, 1969). The World-
Herald's coverage of the hearings was sparse. See Jorld-Herald

(1902), April 9, p. 5; April 13, p. 6; HMHay 7, p. l; May 8,
p. 1; May 10, p. 3; and three editorials: May 13, June 29, and
July 5.



gory details inflamed the troops, and General Jacob Smith or-
dered Major General Littleton Waller to kill all males over the
age of ten and turn the island of Samar into a "howling wilder-
ness.'" An extremely violent campaign resulted; when reports

of the slaughter reached Chaffee he was disturbed, and ordered
an investigation that resulted in the trial of Waller for mur-
der, and of General Smith for ''conduct to the prejudice of good
order and military discipline.'!

. . 4 . .
The first major coverage 0 to appear in the World-~Herald

wvas the appearance of background information. A report from
Major Cornelius Gardener, civil governor of the province of
Tabayas, was released to the Senate. It revealed that the pol-
icies of laying waste to the land, use of water torture and
other tactics were engendering a deep hatred of the Americans,

Major Gardener felt that "the small number of irreconcilable

insurgents still in arms . . does not justify the wmeans em-
.50 ) )
ployed,... .-\ There was no editorial comment.

Shortly after, it was revealed that Secretary Elihu Root

had ordered Chaffee to investigate '"Charges of Barbarity.”sl

48 - . .
See Joseph L. Schott, The Ordecal of Samar (Indianapolis:

Bobbs-Merrill, 1964), for details of the ''pacification" campaign
and the trials. Waller was acquitted; Smith was found guilty
and wag summarily retired; Roosevelt and Root were embarrassed.
Also see Blount, dmerican Occupation, pp. 37GLf; Wolff, Brown
Brother, pp. 35Gf£f.

. There was & minor itcm buried on page 14 of the March
23rd issue on the opening of Waller's trial.

SO a o .
Jorld-Herald, April 11, 1902, p. 1.

51 .= . ;
Ibid., April 16, 1902, p. 1.



There was no immediate editorial comment, but two days later
itors did note that '"the American people have besrn de-
liberately and persistently deceived," seeing censorship as
- .. B2 s g s B3
the malin 1ssue, As the case against Smith emerged, the

World-Herald reprinted an item from the rPhiladelphia Horth

Ametrican wvhich recounted a number of repurlts, like tihat of
Major Gardener, that had reached the aAdministration. The
Omaha editors concluded that it would be difficult for the
- P . 54
government to plead Lgnorance.
The '"water cure' became a topic. M eyewitness account
reported that internal pressure resnliting from being bloated

full wvater caused blood to issue from the victim's eyes and

o
b

1

Ui

nose. The “jorld-Herald did not comment on this harsh image

of the reality of the wer., If the jorld-Herald had carried

the '"ifr. Dooley'" column, they wight have printed his biting
version:

We are giving hundreds of these poor benighted hea-
then the well-known, old-fashioned aAmerican water
cure. . . . Under the influence of tne hose that
cheers but does not inebriate /the captive/ soon
. . swells up to a recalization of the grandeur

of his adoptive country. One gallon makes him give
three groans for the Constitution. At four gallons,
he will azl to be wvra»nned in the fluu,G At the dew

point he sings "Yankee Doodle." . . .
52, . . 55 . .

Ibid., April 18, 1902. ibid., April 21, 1902, p. 1
54_ . .

Ibld., April 25, 1902, 55}22@-, p. 5.

Ir..Dooley Remembers: The Informal Memoirs of Finlev Peter
bunne, edited by Philip Dwnﬂe (Boston: Little, Browvn and Company,
1063) P. 224, This passage occurs in an excellent satire on
Mr., Taft's renorts on conditions in the Islands, pp. 292-95,

(Mr. Dooley's brogue is deleted in the book.)
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In Hew York a Major Gemneral DBrookes defended the water

1 . 57

cure, on the grounds that war 1s brutal. This, and General

Smith's orders to kill and burn, aroused the Omaha  editors to

action: . . this sounds more as if it came from some can-

nibal chieftain than from an American officer. . . . Advanc-

. 58
sending it backward."

ing civilization? ‘e are
As the Smith trial went.on,59 the paper warned that if
the General were acquitted on the grounds that he was Ffollow-
ing oxders, the Americen people would want to kunow who, higher
up, was responsible. If he were acquitted on the grounds that
his counduct of the war was witadin a General's powers, ''the
conscience of the American people will revolt. OV
General MacArthur, meanwhile, was facing difficult
questioning in the Se ate,6l especially in regard to the high

4

Filipino death rates in sowe provinces.

02 v

tle accepted

=
World~Herald, April 24, 1902

>, P. 1. Dean Worcester
also defended the water cure; The Pn*lﬁnﬂiies, p. 215, A
score of enlistad men testified to the Senate on the water

OS2
cure: see Hearings, p»n. 2061-2860, passim.

8.
World-Herald, April 28, 1902.

59 s
Ibid., april 29, 1902, p. 5; May 4, 1902, p. 3;
May 17, 1902, p. 1; May 20, 1902, p. L.

60__ . - .
Ibid., May 5, 1902. (Smith was not acquitted.)

61 , , . .
See Macarthur's testimony on Samar in Hearingss,
PP. 1571-93,

62
Vorld-lierald, May 1, 1902, p. ~




responsibility for the deceptions used in the capture of

65

aguinaldo, he said, but not for General 3mith's tactics.

The VWorld-Herald had evidently not realized the import-

ance of Civil War General Order MNumber 100. To judge £from
the headlines, they were thunderstruck when it was introduced
in General Swmith's trial,64 and thev scoured the Order for
explicit prohibitions of cruelties and excesses. They denied
that General Order 100 justified General Smith's orders, and
were particulsrly incens=d over the G.U.P.'s attempt to bring
Abe Lincoln into the trial. He wac far too great a man to
cotidone sucn barbaritiss.”

In addition to the Senate hearings and the Swmith triel,
the Lodge -Philipnine governwent bill, which in essence further

flesiied out the Spooner Amendment, prompted general debate on

631bid., April 30, 1902, p. 8. Actually, HMacirthur?
own pacification proclamation of December 20, 1900 (pp. 91-92
of War Department Reports, 1901), and General Smith's Circu-
lar Order HNumber G of December 24, 19001 (p. 208 of Uar Depart- T
nent Reports, 12902), shared certain similarities, both being ﬂyi;
based on the Civil War General Order Number 100, particularly ‘
the notion in Rule 29: "The more vigorously wars are pursued
the better it is for 7‘nm'mﬁ*tv. Sharp wars are brief." (p. 25
of Charges of Cruneltv in the P]'\,l}""‘”‘p"ﬂ“_).) This eszentially
abstracu noti on wos rart of Mac rthur's imnerialism. As he
put it in War Department Reports, 1901 (p. L13), he felt the
var wWos 1ecessary To acqrire the Philippines as '"the stepping-
stone to conmanﬂnh" influence, if ﬂoL pelitical, counercial,
and wilitary suprﬂmucv in Lue Last,

6743
Vorld-llerald, May 1, 1902, p. !

65
Ibid., May L1, 1902, This theme was renegated for sev-
eral days; Viorld- HL‘”Ld May L2, 15, 14, and was the subject
of an editorial cartoon, May L5, Lo02, p. 1.




Philippine poliCV.06 Senators Rawlins and. Carmack attacked
Administration policv. aAfter two weels of such attaclks, the
Republicans abandoned their lofty silence and counteratt acked
and the debate raged for several more weeks, until the final
headlines: '"'Lodge Philippine Rill Passed by the Senate: Last
Day of Debate Arouses Little Interest.”68

In the six weeks of debate, the only editorial to appear
was one dealing with Republican efforts to change the term
"reconcentration camps'' (which smacked of ileylerism) to the
less offensive ''concentration camps.'

It would be unfair to say that the editors were tired of

issues, but outside of special events such as the insular

o
!
0
6]
@

cases and General Smith's trial, very few anti-imperialist
1T 5 ) : 5 70 ¥ ] ¢
editorials appearad during 1901 and 1902. It might be more
accurate to sav that the editors felt they had simply ex-

hausted all possible arguments and that all avenues of change

had been closed, having been defeated at the polls and in

66Ib Ibid., April 25, p. 1; April 26, p. 7; April 27, p. 1;
May 2, D. 1; May 4, p. 1.

67, . ) ‘ 63 .

Ebld., tlay 5, L1902, p. £ Oslbld., June 4, 1902, p. 1

Ibid o9 I"iay 28 ’ 1,_902 o

70Thooe that did appear dealt with such topics as the
second anniversary of the outbreak of war (Uorld-lerald, Feb-
ruary 5, L991), HMarl: Twain's notable lortlh .wiericen Leview
article (Iorld-derﬂld, Feoln&ry 7, 190L; sec Nolff, Brown
Brotiwer, np. 5336-37); a glaring POHLLTCL of interest by the
chairman of the louse Pllltalv Affairs Coumittce, who was also
president of the Philippine Lunbnr and Development Company
(World-Herald, March 4, 1901); re l*ﬁ .ous pershectives on the
issues (Lorld-Herald, March 9, 1901, June 3, 1902); and, of
coursge, the sndless feud with Rosewater and the Bee (World-
flerald, March 24, 1902).

77



court. Two events constituted the coup de grace to the topic:
the official end of the insurrection, and Teddy Roosevelt's
presidency.

On July 4, 1902, Becretary of Var Root proclalmed that
"The insurrection against the sovereign authority of the
United States in the Philippine Archipelage having ended,

. « the office of militarv governor in said archipelago is

. 71 . . .
terminated.” At the same time, President Roosevelt ilssued
his proclamation of neace and a general amnesty.72

The Tjorld-Herald reported the official end of the insur-

rectlon,73 but confined its Fourth of July oratory to an anal-
ogy with the abolitionist struggle. Someday democracy aud the
war critics would triumph just as William Lloyd Garrison had.

"History will repeat itself. The men who protest against

{u

present day policies are not . fanatics, they are not
But first place in the editors! concerns was no longer

taken by issues of war and peace. Attention was now diffused

-

1 . . .
The £1ll text is available in Forbes, The Philippine
Islands, I, 128-29.

2
Ibid., Vol. II, Appendix X. tilar Department reports

continued to 1nsist that the Filipino majority welcomed the
Americans and that the insurrection, with winor exceptions,
was dying out. See Var Department Reuorto, 1902, p. 3; 1903,
P. 25; 1904, p. 1; 1905, p. 59; and 1906, p. 40, The latter
notes that Lhe PhlllpplnC" are now in ”ordﬁrly condition aside
from'" gsome ten pages of disorders.

3
World—Herald, July 4, 1902, p. 1

74 .
Ibid.



among; many other interests: government-promoted irrigation,
local trash~and-garbage hauling monopoly, the Panama Canal,
75

Carrie Nation in Omaha, and proper school attire.

inally, in Teddy Roosesvelt the VWorld-Herald found an

imperialist far more subtle ard complex than William McKinley.
The transition of nower and the final stages of the World-
Herald's editorial attitudes deserve a close look.

On September G, 1901, Leon Czolgosz shot President McKin-
ley. The Guaha paper stated that "in the nresence of the

great calamity .. . . we are all democrats, we are all repub-

licans, we are all populists, we are all iwperialists and we
- 4

are all anti-imperilalists.
Doctors were initially optimistic: '"MNow Sure President

w77 and the editors noted that

Uill Live," "All Fears Vanish,
in "the excitement of the hour, , too many were betraved
into extremes of execration for the assailant and eulogy for

78 .
" They opnosed greater security measures for

his victim,
Presidents, denied that critics of McKinley could be partly
to blame, and were cautious on the matter of an anarchist

CONSPLracy.

75
] Ibid., July 2, 190l; 4April 13, 190L; March 24, 1902;
April 26, 1902, p. 24; May 24, 1002,
76, - - .
Ibid., September 7, 1901.
7 .
Ibid., September 11 and 12, 1901, p. 1
781 o
Ibid., September 11, 1901,
79
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Ibid., September 10, 12 and 16, 19
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McKinley tock a "'Sudder Unfavoreble Chamge“go and died.

1

"Mas scemed to be

. Q)
impulsive' but honed he world be "wise and patrlotlc.”ul R

Of his successor, the editors said Roosevelt

not very flattering biograchy f£illed readers in on his back-
ground.82

n the occasion of Roosevelt's first message to Congress,
the Omaha paper noted that it was refreshing to see something
so pleasantly readable from a high official, aund that it con-
tained ewncouraging suporit for the development of the West,

85 r

but little on trusts. The editorial did not even mention

6]

whether or not the President's wesdare daalt with imperialism,

L2

but the text indicated that it did Roosevelt urged the ac-
t

quisition of markets abroad and stated that we must be cau-

tious about granting too great a degree of independence to

the Filipinos.84

That spring, during the Smith trial and Senate hearirgs,
a significant editorial appeared. If President Roosevelt were
to wage war on the trusts, said the editors, the dmerican people
would be overwhelmingly grateful; such invortant action would

-
endear the President to men of all political parties.ds Tvwo

Ibid., Bentember 13, 1901, p

Ibid., September 15, 1901,

22 . ‘
““Ibid., September 15, 1901, p. 7, and September 22, p. 22.
85
Ibid., December 4, 1001,
&4 8

. , 5_ . .
Ibid., pp. 9-10, Ibid., May <, L1202,



days after he apparently endad the war, Roosevelt was reported

to be working on a bill to regulate the trusts. S0

Roosevelt took action in 1902 on two ilmportant Lronts:
he directed his Attorney-General to initiate an anti-trust
suit againstiworthern Securities Company, the Hill-tiorgan-
Harriman railway trust, and he secured passage of the Hew-

g

lands Reclamation Act, which financed irrijation by sale of

public lands. nile Roosevelt's motivations for these acts
- 8 7 - y

were hilis own, 1t must have scemed to the YWorld-Herald that

here was a President who shared their opposition to corporate
pover and their support for development of the West.

The editors had maintained that imperialism was the policy
of trust-coddling pro~business Republicans who thirsted for
overseas narkets as an alternative to domestic development.
How, then, could they explain an anti-trust, pro-iest imper-

ialist Republican? Their theoretical besis lacked the ana-

lytical power to cope with a Roosevelt. Trapped by the limits

of their ideology, they fell back on a vague exhortation to
238

fight on, on the side of truth. Indepeindence for the Fili-

l189

pinos would come ''someday in the future, necar or far.

%01pia., July 6, 1902, p. 1.

87 ., . . . c . : "
See the interesting interpretive cssay by John HMorton
ri‘h

Blum, The Republicin Roosevelt (New York: Atheneum, 1968).

)
68Nor1d—Herald, Decenmber 8 and 25, 1901.

391bid., March 26, 1902; also July 4, 1902.
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In the 1904 Presidential campaign, the Democratic candi-

date, Alton B. Parker, made extensive and serious charges

. - . .o . . 90 .
acainst the Administration's Philippines policy. No edito-
. ) e 91
rial appeared in support of his charges.

In 1907, the first clections to the Philippine National
Assembly were held. The pro-American Federal Party was wiped
L 92 . . . 93
out. Again, there was no editorial comment,
*inally, in 1916, the Jones :Act was passed, with its def-
inite promise of independence (at an indefinite date, however).

Gilbert M. Hitchcock, publisher of the World-Herald, which

nad so consistently rejected the notion that any men can sit
in judgwent on the fitness of other wmen for self-government,
was now in the Unitzsd States Senate and was, in fact, chair-
man of the Comnittece on the Philippines. In this role he was

e of the Jones Act. This law, the

)

instrumental in the

Iy
i

A8sE

Vorld-ilerald boasted, saw to it that the Filipinos '"are to be

trained . in the difficult art of self-government as an

A .. 94
indispensable preliminarv of freedom."

. 90Phﬂ11vﬁwne Governor-General Luke Wright issued a de-
tailed rebuttql, see Forbes, The Philippine Islands, I, 149-51.

A minor news item reported Parker's speech. Vorld-
Herald, October 16, 1904, p. 7.

2 . . . oy e . o
) sguinaldo, Second Look, pp. 132-33%; Forbes, The Philip-
pilne Islands, I, 146.

93 . . .. .
4onilnor news lLtem repovted that an election was held.

World-Herald, WNovember 17, 1907, p. 1.

booy . .
9*Ib1d., Auvgust 29, 191G6. See also Patterson, '“"Hitch-
cock,' pp. 364-65.

N



The world had changed. America stood on the verge of

the Great War. The TFhiliprine insurrection had besn dead
for years, With the adoption of the jmperialist motion that
Americans would decide when the Filipinos could be free,

anti-imperialism, too, was decad.

o
W



V. GConclusion:
(Y

The Anti-Tmperialism of the World-Herald

The anti-imperialism of the World-Herald was compounded

of motives as diverse as those of the anti-imperialist move-
ment across the nation,
Imperialism was seen, first and foremost, as the policy

of a greedy capitalist ruling class, generally identifiable

()

with the conservative wing of the Republicen party. Lconomic,

(]

class, and partisan motives for ownposing imperialism were,

le)

}._.l

therefore, closely related. The moneyed aristocracy waunted
new fields for the investment of capital, and as a result they
were out to extend their svstem of economic exploitation to

other races. Adding insult to Injury, the taxpayers would be

burdened with the costs of extending organized greed to the
Philippines.l

To what extent this viewpoint was part of a crusade on
moral principle, and to what extent it was a pruagmatic parti-
san weapon with which to attack the Republican party, 1s prob-
lematic, but from the important role played by religious argu-

ments, it appears certain that the editors of the Torld-Herald

were, on the whole, men imbued with deep religiocus convictions

1. . . . ; .

) For exsmples of this viewpoint, see Yorld-lHerald editor-
1als for Jaruary 3 and 5, TFebruary 7, March &, April 3, June 9,
August 12, October 18, November 25, 1899; February 5, April &4,
June 25, Septewmber 24, 1900; Jannary 14, March 4, July 29,
1901; July 3, 1002,
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antithetical to the moral. svstem of imperialism. Mese were
God~-fearing men to whom this war was a sin. 'To base a war of
conquest on the gospel of the Prince of Peace was to reduce
Christianity to the level of Islam's 'ltahomet or the sword."_7>
Generally, Christianity was absorbed, along with the
Constitution, in a conservative quasi-rcligious Americanism.
The editors felt that traditional principles and precedents
were being abandoned or threatened by overseas expansion.
Americans who respected the ideas on which this nation was
founded must be shocked to see the Constitution trampled under-

foot by an imnerialist Executive brancly of the government.

In the Yorld-Herald's opinion, proper Americanism would

be concerned with building a strong unified nation, without
class divisions and exploitntion, a nation whose strength
rested in the international scene, on moral example rather
than on military force, and at home, on benevolent governwent
rather than on selfish interests. Instead of expanding over-

seas, a policy that was bringing other nations to regard us

2}bid,, January 5, BSe
Harch 9, 1901; June &, 1902. Their religious sentiment is
evidenced not only by the content of the editorials but by
the collections of insnirational essays and poems nublished
by editor Richard Metcalfe and sditorial writer Will Maupin.
See entries for these authors in the Bibliography, below.

ptember 1, 1899; TFebruary &4, 1900;
2

3

Ibid June 7, 1899,

ey

4. . , : .
ibid,, Januarvy L2, and 16, February 14, October 12, 1899;

Loaly,

January L0, Augnst 20, Septamber L5, 1900,
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with fear, true mmericanism would invest our excess capital
in our own internal underdcveloped regions.’

Mauch of the opposition to the conquest of the Philippines
was on humanitarian grounds. Aguinaldo's forces represented

the aspirations of the Filipino people, said the lYorld-Herald,

and srere being cut dovm like grain before the reaper. It was

an inhwnane policy to kill such numbers of people for so

. G
little cause.)

The brutal wor was stifling smerican consciences and al=

O

.

lowing militarism to flourish. Militarism was the £inal evil

®

fruit of imperialism. The paper did not define "militarism';

-

its weaning was presumably self-evident and its growth was
adequate condemnation of Aduinistration pelicy. FMilitarisn
acccunted for most of the govermrent's budget, and wasg claim-
ing human sacrifice--not only abroad but close to home, in

- . , 7
vebrasgka, where a deserter was shot.

& large standing army would bring with it the danger of

abusc of power. The editors feared such an army would be

Ibid., February 23, p March 8, June 24, October 23,

i

=
fennudinbuiic . . -7
1899; un;."”q-“"/ .?Q, KJ;)T‘?-T_ l, ]-QOO.

A
Ibid., March 28, April 3 and 12, June 23, 1899; March
Wovember 14, 1900.

N
W

7

ITbid., HMarch &, May 12 and 15, September 12, 15, 21,
Cctober 12, Hovember 22, 18399; February 17, April 22,
Hovember 22, 1i99; February 17, april 22, Lovember 1, 1900,
On the deserter: December 4, 1599; January &, 1900. Also
note the editorial entitled, in approximately two-inch type,
"Uihither Jre Ve Drifting?" wihich contained quotations from
Republican papers on wilitarisw, juperialiswm, eud wonarchism,
September 24, 1900,

3
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used "to shoot down laoorlngfmen who resort.to strikes in

order to obtain justice. + ."8

Militarism would distract us from our true interests.
"In our dreams of imperialism we have imagined that a monster
navy; a‘giant army, a few islands . . f‘are_allvthat is neces-
sary to make a ‘world power'." The drought Nebraskans were
experiencing was a reminder that "after all-our prosperity
and our material gresatness are not dependent so much upon
the Kraeg-Jorgensen /rifle/ and the cutlass as upon the plow-
share and theureaper.”g

' To the extent that the Omaha paper®s anti-imperialism
consisted of normative statements, i.e., value judgments, it
could be rebuffed by opposing statements of value. For ex-

¥
i

ampie;wthe Army and Navy Journal asked what was wrong with

militarism, Far from eating away at Germany'® s}v1ta11tv, said
“the Journal the discipline of that country's mllltary had
pervaded the entlre eoc1ety and was reononﬂlble for Germany's

worLd leadershlp. The World-Herzld could only reopovd by

asxlnofwhet%e” Amerlcans truly wanted to be "a nation of

warriors.o

zv-,SIbid.—, November 4, 1900.

9Ib1d., July 28, 1901. The editorial, entitled 'The
Imnotence of a World Power," went on to note items needing
attenticn, ‘including pe“fectlno the civil. service, control-
ling the trusts, establishing a satlsLactory financial sys-
tem, and recuc1ng the level of crime and violence.

;OTbld., Nbvember 1, 1900,
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Framing the debate n terms of systems of moral values
embittered the struggle between imperialist and anti-imperialist
and made it difficult for either side to communicate with the
other.'l This moral absolutism made the election of 1900

L2 and asked imperialists to think of

appear to be Armageddon,
thensclves not as nistaken bul as =vil,

Yet imperialist and .anti-imperialist shared many of the
common assumptions of late nineteenth-century America. Demo-
cracy was defined as a specific doctrine uniquely rooted in

. 1 . . . . \ .
Anglo-Saxon history. An 1mperialist might ask how Anglo-

(]

Saxon traditions could be grafted onto Filipino culture.

Without an understanding of the psychological relationship of

O
14

individual self-realization to democratic culture, the ques-

.

tion was one that most anti~imperialists could not answer.

15 .

We have seen that the Omaha editors sometimes accepted

certain racial attitudes toward the Filipinos. There was some

. 1L This was partly due to the peroonal partisan type of
journalism' that was popular at the time. Patterson, "Hitch-
cock,! p. 187,

2
World-Herald, January 12 and November 6, 1900,

3
1 Ibid., July 1, 1900.
14 ..

For a traditional analysis of this relationship, see
Zevedel Barbu, Democracy and Dictatorship: Their Psvchology
and Patterns of Life (HNew York: Grove Press, 1956). For an
innovative npproacq, see Alan Y. Vatts, Psvchotherany Last
and U'est (Mew York Pantheon Books, 1961).

5
Above, pace 46

28



fear that Filipino immigration would result from annexation,

and the World-Herald asked 1f we were '"ready to have the halls

of Congress filled with their representatives.'" Was it worth
éhedding superior American blood to acquire an inhospitable
territory inhabited by Asians?t0

Race entercd the piecture in olher ways. Imperialist

Bishop Henry C. Potter ‘drew an analogy between acquiring the

Philippines and marrying a crecole. The Vorld-lierald agreed

with the HMNeir York Uorld which maintained that the analogy

was not valid, %xcluding the Philippines from the Constitu-
tion would make her a concubine, lkept only for pleasure and
profit°l7

Central Zurcopeans, Irish, and Latins in the United States
feared that America was following Britain's example. The
Anglo-Saxons on both sides of the atlantic would sacrifice

- “ - 3 i -’ O
democracy at home while establishing emplres‘abroad.l0

The Veorld-Herald's anti-imperialism was multifaceted,

To a certain extant, no amount of effort can bring their anti-
imperialist perspective into sharp focus, for two reasons.

First, it was not a single vieupoint vith a single argument

6
Vorld-Herald, February 7, 1899,
17 . '
Ibid., Mav 3, 1000.
18
On the ethnic theme, sce Johnson, "Imnerialism in

lebraska,'" pp. L53-55, and Tlerld- Herﬁld Jennary 17,
Cectober 12, 16, 24, 26, December 3 and LS, 1399,




but as we have seen, a diverse collection of viewpoints and
arguments. Second, one characteristic of most of their edi-
torializing was a certain element cf unreality, which deserves
examination.

‘The anti-imperialists could maeke no realistic response

to the challenge bacause they had no realistlec perspective on

themselves, The World-Herald's account of “The-Foundation of
Populism,” for example, reveals only a superficial analysis
of political and economic power.
During the long winter evenings the farmers . . .
read and studied political history. . . . They
noted the steady drifting of power . . .. into
the hands of money gamblers. . . . Like patriots
they protested. » o o19
Their view of their opponents was equally simplistic:
The men who uphold trusts, the defamers of the
Declaration of Independence, the advocates of
imperialism and militarism, the apologists for
Great Britain, the champions of corporate domi—
nation, the organized money power and all th
enemies of popular government. . . .20
Although they reported on the use of water torture and
the widespread famine in the Philippines, there remained al-
ways an element of unrezlity, a light note, about the editors!

attitude toward the war. What a joke it would be, they said,

19WbrldaHerald, November 16, 1899,

ZOIbldo, October 20, 1899. On occasion (October 8, 1960,
p. 1), thne editors aubl;c1zed views on the alienation of the
worker from his work under capitalism, but they failed to form-
ulate a clear theory of the relationship between foreign policy
and domestic ideology, beyond that inherent in the slogans
quoted above,
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to rotate the 'carpet knights'" and '"'barnacles'" in VWashington

to posts in the Philippinese. On learning thet the aruy's

rations were to include sauerkraut, they said this move was
calculated to spread death and disaster within
the zone of its influcnce. A few whiffls of its
odor after it had been left out . . . for a few
days wonld naralyze even the stoutest Filipino.
e o o It may be a cruel_and inhumen kind of war-

fare, but war is hell.22

v

Although they were onposed to the imperialist adventure,

the editors were proud of the nerformance of lebraskans in the

var. The Omahe editors!' cause was therefore weakened by a
certain pride in the arrivr~l on the trorld scene of the high-
est product of MNebraska, the World Cowboy. The rest of the
country aund the world had discovered '"an intelligelce, a hu-
nanity, a chivalry'" in the cowboy, said the editors. His
sarvice in Cuba aund the Philippines had carned him a crowm.

The world has uowr be 2come tiis nlain. He has

become a world power and onrybody will con-

gratulate him on the extension of his sphere

of ipfluemce. . « « and it is to be presumed

that the next BEuropcan nation that gets into

var will cry aloud for him.22

inally, the treaknzss of the orld-Hersld must include all

those disadvantages under which the national anti-imperialist

movement labored, particularly its heterogenaity. For example,

<o

1

although Grover Cleveland was an anti-irperialist, the Jorld-

Herald attacked him, 2% Hoar, Carnegie, Sclnwrz, C. I, Adams
21 o . 22, .
Ibid., November 26, 1900. Ipid,., January 22, 1901.
25, | 24
Ibid., January 29, 1900. Ibid., October 20, 1399,



and others found it impossible to support Bryan. 25 The only
element uniting these diverse interests was a negative one;
they Lknew what they disliked, but could not agree on a posi-,
tive alternative.

There were other national trends that entered the pic-
ture, A nationalistic pride in America's growing strength
was combined with a sense of righteousness over the agony of
Cuba. The charisma of Theodore Roosevelt who secued to em-
body turn-cf-the~century Anerican values so perfectly, and a
certain amount of wide-spread and often unconscious racismn,
ywhich assumed that the lesser races were destined for white
stewardship further weakened the anti-imperialists. Imperial-
ist domination of the press, not unimportant in an age of mass
communication, and partisanship, which made expansion a pawn
in the game of political rivalry and obscurcd the long-range
issues at stake, are additional conside rati@ns.ZG

In the face of all this, perhaps it is less surprising

that the Yorld-Herald and the anti-imperialists lost their

struggle against ''the strange gods of imperialism and militar-

n27

ism than that they slowed any significant ability to per-

ceive the issue and put up a struggle at all.

ZSWOLSLudt@r, "Manifest Destiny and the Ynilippines,"
P. 190; Leuchtenberg, "Progressivism and Inperialism,' pp. 486-88,

26 . .
Hofstadter, "Manifest Destiny and the Pn.L.AJ_)'nne.,,” esh.
pp. 176, 1382, 189-90; Leuchtenberg, "Progressivism and Imperi-
alism," esp. Dp. 497-99,

.

27
Horld-llerald, iHovember 22, 1299,
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