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La Follette is finally out of the way."lO

Norris, a republican candidate for United States
senator, told Colonel John O, Yeiser that his proposition
to divide tne delegation from Nebraska between Roosevelt
and La Follette was impudent in tne extreme.ll Norris, in
a letter to Corrick, the secretary of the La Follette
league stated, "I would not be surprised if some of the Taft
people, especlally in Nebraska, would work up a Roosevelt
sentiment simply for the purpose of trying to beat the
La Follette followers, ana 1t may be tnat if tney conclude
the state 1s golng for La Follette, that tney will abandon
Tart and organize under a Roosevelt banner simply for the
purpose ol getting into the convention wnere tney will then

support Taft."l2

Meanwnile, under the guldance of Rosewater, the "lame
duck!" brigede of Nebraska, the Talt league, was organized
November 14, 1911l. ¥x-congressman Z. M. Pollard of Nenawka
was cihosen secretary. Thne gsponsorsg of tne Taft boom gave
Governor Aldrich a "wide bertn" as he had committed himself
for La Follette. Former republican senator, E. J. Burkett,

wiho was cool toward Teft, was alsgo left out of thelir pJ.ams.J"3

107he Omana Daily Bes, Morning, January 31, 19i2.

1lrtne Omana Dally Bee, Morning, January 31, 1913,
18yorning World Hersld, December 23, 1911.

13mhe Lincoln Daily Star, November 19, 1911.
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Hosewater wanted to dereat the incumbent republican senator
Norris Brown, but ne did not want to do 1t with congressman

Norris. Tne Morning World Herald charged that, "Rosewater's

knife 1s out for Brown because the senator has refused to
obey his oraers in the matter of two or three federal ap-
pointments. . . » therefore, Rosewater and cnralrman Ben
Baker of thne Douglas County republican committee have prom-
ised Aldricn the support of the regular organizstion in
Omahsg, "4 Mr. Aldrich had been deslrous of securing the re-
vublican senatorial nominestion for some time, and the above
article stated that Aldrich's opposition to Taft was "ma-
terlelly modified" and his "transports" to La Follette "mo-

derated." According to an editorigl in the Morning World

Herzld, Aldrich, in an Omaha public meeting, advocated the
electlon of Rosewater-machine candidates for the local
oftices.t®

Both tine Taft and La Follette factlons of the repub-
lican party had numerous meetlings, their plans being the
selection of candidates for delegates acceptaple to tneir
respective presidential candidates. A general lmpression was
given that the progressives and Tal't republlicans were getting

togetner. The Taft group admltted "they were progressive,"16

John L. Kennedy, chalrmen of the republican state central

1%orning World Hersld, October 24, 1911.

15yorning World Hersld, November 4, 191l.

L8yorning World Herald, Editorial, November 24, 1911,
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committee malled out to members of the committee a letter
asking tnem to vote on whetner or not delegates and slter-
nates to the national convention should be elected in the
primeries.1? Tne letter stated nothing about national com-
mitteeman, 18 Tne presumption here was that the "standpat!
faction was skeptical oif being able to elect their delegates
to the convention. The Taft orgenization was made permanent
in a state mass convention in Lincoln, December 18, 1Yll;
trine congressional district and executive committees were
conosen.19 Aldrich was not included because of his enmity for
Tait. This group held anotner repubilcan convention Jan-
uvary 15, 1913, and selected Rosewater as thelr candidate for
national conmitteeman. Candidates for presidential electiors
and candidates for delegastes to the national conventicn were
also cnosen.<0

Governor Aldricn had expressed a desire that he go
on the primary ballot as a delegate nominee3l of both Tait

and La Follette, but he was not so chosen.22 It had been

17pppendix I, ~. 1RDO.

18The Lincoln Daily Ster, January 11, 1912.

1%iorning World Hersld, December 19, 1911.

20Morning World Herald, January 16, 1913. Also, Ap-
pendix D, »n. 117, 11S.

8lA ruling made by sccrctary of state Walt stated
that no person's name could be legally printed twice upon the
ballot at the April primary election, Aldrich had alresdy
filed for renominstion. Lincoln Daily Vews, December 31, 1911,

22Morning World Herald, January 16, 1913, p. 1.




13
agreed that Aldrich should have a place on tne primary slate
as convention delegate at large. Alaricn had explained to
the Taft leaders, "tnat he would agree to support Taft if the
prererential vote of tne state were for him, but thet, 1f it
werernot he would feel himself at liberty to support wnomever
tne vote mignt be for." The slate makers inslgted that wnen
& man went on the Taft deiegation it was to be witn thne under-
standing tnat he was to be witn Taft first, last, ana all
tne time. Tne governor told tnem, "tney had no rignt to re-
quire any sucn pleage from him, and that they should put him
‘"30

on tnelr slate or hear from him later on. . . Aldrich

felt tnat ne was the leader of tne republican party in tiae
state, and the action of the Taft organization in leaving
nim oft iits slate for s deiegation to the nationsl convention
widened the breacn between the republican factions more than
any other one taing.3%

On January 29, 1913, F. P. Corrick, La Follette state
league secretary, John O, Yeiser, who made the Roosevelt,
fi1ling, and Don C. VanDeusen,?® a follower of tne La Follette
group, met in Omaha and dlscussed a syndicate on a ticket to
the national convention. It was plain that La Follette's

‘ 326
followers were seriously worried by the Roosevelt movement.

B

331bid., January 29, 1912, p. l.
841p14.

25Append1x O, M. W07

287y Omghe Daily Bee, Morning, January 30, 1913, p. 3.
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The final touches were put on this union et a conference
between Aldrich, Frank Herrison, snd Yeiser. Corrick, the
La Follette league secretary who was not present a2t the
conference slsted, "the campalegn for La Follette, as orig-
inally planned, will be continued until the primaries.“27
The Ls Follette faction had slready secured their candi-
dates for delegates in five of the six districts,28 and
Corrick stated that the next conference would endorse La
Follette for president. This move meant, then, the friends
of Roosevelt would get out of the desal only a chance to help
elect La Follette. "The Roosevelt men get no representa-
tion on the ticket, but are simply to be hewers of wood and
drawers of water for the Wisconsin senator.'"2°

The La Follette's cohorts met at Lincoln, Februsry
12, 1912, in a mass convention and nominated delegatesSO
to oppoose the "standpatters." Yeiser was not present =t
the meeting, and Aldrich was prevented from furthering the
Roosevelt cause. Aldrich was endcrsed for governor; Norris
wasg chosen to oppose the Taft candidate, Norris Brown.
R. B. Howell was selected as csandldate for republicen na-
3 1n

tionel committeeman, as ageinst candidate Rosewsater.

answer, Yelser lssued a call from Omsha [for all Hoosevelt

QVIQQ Omaha Daily Bee, Morning, February 8, 1312, p.
°81p1d., February 7, 1912, p. 3.

29;9;9., Februsry 8, 1312, p. 1.

30Appendix D, ~. 117,

3lMorning World Hersld, Februsry 13, 1912, p. l.
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supporters to meet tnere February 23, 1912; he had previously
announced tnat sucih a convention would be called 1 tne La
Foliette meeting did not concede a fair division of tne
delegates. Yelser haed flgurea the supporters of the senator
would join tne Roosevelt group. Now he declared, "the whole
La Follette macanlinery appears to be manipulsated tarouga some

head by tne Tart 1n:‘r.1.u.ences.""52 Tne Morning Worlid Herald,

in an editorial, commented on the republican situation as

foliiows:

The La Follette movement tanreatened to grow too
formidapbie for comiort, and Rosewater induced Yelser to
drive the Roosevelt bull into the La Follette pasture,
tnus create a division ana strengthen Tait, inciaentally
repounalng to tne advantage ol Rosewater in his canai-
dacy for national committeeman, Now the bull has
swallowed La Follette, ana see what he is doing to Talt
and poor Rosewater, Snould tne Roosevelt bull continue
unchecxed, what is to prevent Rosewater from jumpling
over Yelser's shoulders onto tne bull and declaring
tnat ne has been for T. R. all the time. Indications
are strong that ir tne bull does not stop, Mr.mgaft is
1likely to lose a valuable newspaper supoorter.®

An editorisl in tne Lincoin Star ifollowed this

comment witn:

unily from thne perverted mental stili tnat pours 1its
products througn the editorial columns of the World
Herald coulid tne spiterul suggestions come tnat it was
V. Rosewater wno used Mr. Yeiser as a tool for launca-

ing tne Roosevelt boom,!34%
Corrick and otner La Follette leaders met witn Gov-
ernor AlLdricn the aay following Yeiser's call for tine

Roosevelt convention in Omahna, Tt was a well-Known fact

284ne Omaha Daily Bee, Morning, Feorusry 14, 191z. p. 1.

SOMorning Worla Herasld, February 1o, 1l9iz.

4Tne Laincoln Daily Star, Fepruary 1o, 1luigz.
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tnat Aldricn was of the opinion that the entire La Follette
delegation, it elected, could easily be turned to Roose-
velt, #S9 Evidently, tnis meeting was hela to find some
means o1 squelchning Yelser, because the next dey Yeiser was
a Vvisitor at the governor's office. After tnis conference
Yelser had nothing to say except tnat "everytning was all
rignt." Aldricn did not revesl any plsns. He stasted that
Yelser's Roosevelt convention would be called off and "Yeiger
woulda be tegken care of."56 The meeting of the La Follette
and Roosevelt forces, and the subsequent arrangements with
Yeiser, completed the line-up in the republican party, and
the republicans filed two gsets of electors and two sets of
delegates tor the primaries.S? A petition from Red Willow
County, the nome of Congressman Norris, placed Yelser's name
on the ballot as a candicate for tne vice-presiaency nomin-
stion.® Yeiser stated that this move was a plot to keep
him out of the United Ststes Senate, and wanted to know 1f
the "insurgent congressman wes behlnd the latest move."
However, Yeiser was now in the race to stay, and seid he
had great admirszstion for tne man who had the foresignt 1in

s
placing his name on tne ticket for second nonors. <"

5The Omena Daily Bee, Morning, February 16, 1913.

9%Ibid., Februsry 17, 1ula.
37A.1c>per1clix D, = . " 17, 19,
58Appendix D, ». 112,

39yvorning World Herald, March 14, 1912.
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Senator Hitcncock, witn his World Herald, was tne

leader of tne anti-Bryen faction. Artaur F. Mullen, =
lawyer from Omana, and otners wno had onposed Bryan at

Grand Island in 1910, wcrc now nurscing Clark's interest in
the primary campaign.40 Hitchcock invited Harmon to Nebraska
to make public addresses, causing Bryan to announce his
preference for Clark and Wilson as possiblie democratic can-
didetes for the presidency. Champ Clark had been a personal
Iriend and strong admirer of Bryan, and had supvorted him in
all his campaigns, and nad been a speeker at Bryan's birthday
celebrations in Lincoln. However, tne more active the boom
for Cliark for democratic presidential honors, the less sym-
pathetic became the response from Mr. Bryan.@l In November,

1911, the democratlic congressional committee sent Clark to

NebrasK342 to speak in support of Dan V. Stephens, candidate

3

. , 4 _
for congress in tne third district.’ Clark stated thst,

"Everybody in the land will be watcihing for the verdict of
tnis dletrict. The eyes of thne country are upon thie dis-

trict. . . . . I believe that the election nhere will be of

great importance upon tie lssues of 1&312."4’4

401p14., mditortal, March 4, 1913,

41Sneldon, Nebreaska, the Land and the People,
Vol. I, p. 873.

421orning World Hersld, Editorisl, Novemper 1, 1911,

430ongressman James P. Latta died September 11, 1911,
cresting a vacancy.

44yorning World Hersld, November 1, 1911.
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Stepnens wes elected by & large majority. The
decisive democratic victory was also an insurgent victory.
The cemocratic vote was "a vote of protest against tne
stend-pat and reectlonary rccord of tne Tatt adminictra-
tion."45

Bryan msnifested his progressiveness by voting
egalnst thne seating of James M. Guffey at the democratic
national committee meeting January 8, 1912, at Washington,
D. 0.46 Guifey's election by the state central committee
of Pennsylvania had been rescinded by two-thnirds of tne
democrats 1n Pennsylvanla in 1910, and Mitchell A. Palmer
had been elected in hisg place. However, tne national
committee seated Guffey. Bryan felt trat the party "cculd
not afford to weilgh a tecanicality agsinst the known wighes
of & state.n®’ Speaking at the Jackson Day dinner, on
Janmuary 8, Bryan sald in part, "The whole country is alive
witn progressive sentiment . . . « We must not ignore tne
menace of the trusts." J. H. Maguire, nolding Bryan's proxy
for tne committee meeting the following day, voted to hold
tohe democratic national convention in St. Louis. But tne

committee voted to hold the convention in Bsltimore beginning

June 25, 1wiz.*®

451p1d., Ealtorial, November 7, 191l.

46Rryan attended the meeting under the proxy of
P. L. Hall of Nebraska.

47The Commoner, January 19, 1913.

481p1d4., January 12, 1912.
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The three camps of Nebrasxka democrats did not
organize as early 1in tne primary period as did the re-
publicans. Senator Hitcncock's lleutenant, Curris
Gruentner of Columbus, was nandling the Harmon campaign.49
A state~-wide Woodrow Wiison League was lsunched at Lincoln,
Marcn 6, 1912, witn H. S. Danlel secretary.®® The Clark
organlzation, under the lesdersnip of Mullen, wsas tormed

March 8, 1912.°%1

This group champloned Clark as the compro-
mise candldate who could secure tae support of all elements
in thne democratic party.

The W. J. Bryan contingent, the democratic progress-
ive league, had as its president, Thomas 5. Allen, a brother-
in-law of W. J. Bryah. Bryen's manager and personal advisor
was his brotuner, Charles W. Bryan. Charles W. Bryan was

active in the progressive lesgue along with Rlchard L.

Metcallte, an associate editor of The Commoner. C. W. Bryan

accused Mullen of "acting in pasd faitn'" in pushing tne Clark
campaign.52

The real fight in the democratic primaries was for
control of the national convention delegation; tne battle for

these honors between Hlitcncock and Brysn overshadowed all

49orning World Herald, March 4, 1913.

o01p14,, March &, 1913.
5l1pig., Marcn 9, 1913.
52Tne Omaha Dally Bee, Morning, Merch 20, 19Yl3.
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league activities. Thomas Allen made the following
statement concerning Clark: "I am looking for him to re-
Tire from the fight when certazin facts as to hils candidacy
become known to him."55 The Wilson league adopted a
resolution declaring the "Clark candidacy a menace to true
democracy, and invited him to witndrew from the race."54
Thls group endorsed Bryan as a delegate to the convention.
W. J. Bryan, in an address at Kearney, March 22, stated that
he was "not a delegate to tne national convention, if the

democrats lnstructed for tne Onio man."55 The Commoner

had conducted a definite fight agalnst Harmon for four
months previous to the primasries. Senator Hitcihcock's re-
golve to run as a delegate wes one way to declde wnether

Bryan, "Brother Charley,!" and brother-in-law "Tommy" Allen

constituted the democratic psrty 1ln Nebraska. Hitchcock

charged thet the group was dellberately seeking to over-

throw the primary while tsalking loudly about "letting the

people rule, o6

He defies the spirit and intent of the primary law
to tne extent that he threatens to resign as a delegate
it he 1is elected instructed for Harmon, and do every-
tning in his power to defeat those instructlons. Silnce
the alleged progressive league has set the pace as to

53yorning World Herald, March 10, 1912.

041p1d., March 20, 1912.

Db‘The Omaha Daily Bee, Morning, March 33, 1912.

561pid., Editorial, March 22, 1913.
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candidates going on record, let the good work go on.57

Gruentner, mencger of the Hermon campaign, stated
he wes "delignted tnat Bryan had attacked Hitecncock, ana
that tne unfalrness of the attack should be of value to

Nebraska democrats."®8 Tue one time boy orator made the

following charge:

If Mr. Hitchcock is elected a delegate and can
secure tne election ofr men like nhimself, he can help
write a platiorm, wnich will assasinete our party in
aavance, and make it impossible ror even a progressive
to win . . . . He asks to be permittea to misrepresent
the democrats of tne state, and to help surrenaer tne
party to the interests that nave defeated tahe party in
tnree campaigns . . . . . 0 enjoy tne distinction of
belng a delegate, he is wiiling to petray tnem into the
nends of their enemies.°?

Thne Commoner foliowed these cnarges with:

It the question of instructlions were determined
before the election of delegates and determined in
favor of Mr. Harmon, Mr., Bryan wouid not be a candidate
for delegate, but that he had no wsey of knowing untili
tue delegates were elected, what the wisnes of the
Nebraska democrats may be in this regard. Mr. Bryan
believes 1n keeping tioe spirit of tne law as well as
tne letter. If tne democrats ol Necreska favor Harmon,
1t ougnt to be represented by delegates who can support
Harmon conscientiously and enthusiasticalliy. Mr. Bryan
cannot support nim on any conaitions or under any
circumstances.

Tne Commoner added leater thet it was more democrztic

tor Bryan to znnounce in advance tnat he would reslign and

allow Harmon's 1interests to be protected, than for HivcucuCk

——

57orning World Herald, Eaitorisi, Marcn 35, 1vl2.

©81p14,, March 2o, 1Ylz.

®91ne Lincoln Dally Star, March 25, 19lz.

8uTne Commoner, March 2y, 1913.
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to seek to "nelp & Harmon minority over-ride s progressive
majority."8l Less than two years pefore, Brysn had traveliled
up and down the state docing some gecod for Hitchcock in his
genatorial cempuzign, so "if Mr. Hlitchcock's elevation to the
senate has incressed his political power . . . . Mr. Bryan
has only himself to hold responsible for 1t."C2 Mullen,
acting in the role of concilletor, issuea a letter to tne
Neorzska democrats. The letter advised thnat both Bryan and
Hitcncocx snould be delsgétes to tne convention, and instruc-
ted to vote for Clark. They could setile thelr personal
difrerences at the convention "witnout ceslling in the demo-
crzuvs of Nebraska to act as a referee." The letter admitted
Bryan had more personal followers thsn anyone in tne
democratic party and that it would be the sheerest folly to
nominate any democratic candidate over his protest. The
letter furtaner gstated tnat Hitchcock was one of the leading

democratic genators, and that nils record nad met with sgpproval

in Neoraska.®9

Bryean 1ssded a statement saying that Hitcacock snould
resign if eitner Clark or Wilson carried tne primaries.®% Tne
senastor renlied thnat Bryan's obvious purpose was to keevo him

oft tne delegation and to construe every vote for Wilson or

61Tne Commoner, March 29, 19iz.

S2e Omaha Dally Bee, Editorial, Maren 27, 19iz.

©3mne Lincoln Daily Star, April 3, 1vl3.

%4Ipi4., April 17, 1912.

——
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Clark, & vote for Bryan.

Mr. Bryan's insinuation tnat I would not sincerely
and fully support Clark or Wilson, if eitner carried thne
state, 1s unworthy. He knows bettzr. He knows that
Clark and I are personai friends. He also knows that
he trisd to get me to help him in gctting Clark off the
ticket. He knows that when he attacked Clark in Tne

Commoner tiat we defended him in tne World Herald. He
has repudisted the primary idea.®

Politicel conditions in Nebraska were more mixed at
the cloge of the campaign for the primaries than even before;
fignts in botn parties for the presidential preference and
the choice of national convéhtion delegates and national
committeemen had keyed public lnterest to a high degree. Tne
primaries were represented by almost complete slates in the
three minor political groups, the peoples indepenaentj“

r

pronibition?7and socialisﬁ*%arnies. Tne peoples independent
party endorsed practically all the democratic candidates.
Four presidential candidates: Clark, La Follette,
Harmon, and Roosevelt had invaded the state in tihe order
named, Active work had been done for Tett and Wiison. 1In
aadition to these, Nebraska had a candidate of its own for

president, Robert G. Ross,68 running on botn the republican

end democratic tickets. Jonn O. Yelser of Omaha wes a

©5The Lincoln Daily Star, April 17, 1912,

66 ppvendix D, +. 114.
Of papoendix D, . 11E.

e

68Appenciix D, =, 2171%.

59Append1x D, v, 1100 TR0 aemeniis Do,



